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SIGNS  AND  ABBREVIATIONS 


A.     Autograph. 

D.     Document. 

Df.    Draft. 

MS.     Manuscript. 

N.    Note. 

R.     Rubricated. 

S.     Signed. 

[     ] .   Words  or  letters  supplied. 

.  .     Omissions. 

[  ?]     Doubtful. 

C.     Approximately. 

Q.V.     Which  see. 

Cf.     Compare. 


CHRONOLOGY  OF  MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR 

1798-1859 


1798     Aug.  16         Bom  at  Louisville,  Georgia. 

1835  August         Trip  to  Texas;  declaration  of  intention  to  become 

a  citizen. 

1836  Apr.  21         Battle  of  San  Jacinto;  Lamar  commander  of  the 

cavalry. 

1836     April [t]       Attorney  General  in  President's  Burnet's  Cabinet. 

1836     May  Secretary  of  War  in  Burnet's  Cabinet.'- 

1836  May  12  Letter  to  the  President  and  Cabinet  regarding  the 
Mexican  prisoners. 

1836     May  26         Resiunation  as  secretary  of  war. 

1836  June  25  Commission  as  major  general  and  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Army  of  Texas. 

1836     Oct.  22  Inauguaration  as  Vice-President  of  Texas. 

1836     Dec.  10  Inau'2:uration  as  President  of  Texas. 

1839  Expulsion  of  the  Cherokees  from  Texas. 

1841     Jilne  Santa  Fe  expedition. 

1842-6  In  retirement. 

1846-8  Commander  of  the  Laredo  garrison. 

1857     July  Appointment  as  minister  to  Argentina. 

1857  Dec.  23         Commission  as  minister  to  Nicaragua. 

1858  Jan.  20         Commissions  as  minister  resident  to  Nicaragua  and 

minister  to  Costa  Rica. 

1859  July  Return  to  the  United  States. 
1859     Dec.  19         Death  at  Richmond,  Texas. 
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PREFATORY  NOTE 


It  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  assistant  editor  that  the 
nature  of  the  manuscripts  printed  in  extenso  in  volume  I  of  the 
Ixmuar  Papers  is  not  altogether  clear,  for  the  statement  in  its  preface 
tbat  *  *  unless  otherwise  indicated  all  documents  are  autograph  manu- 
scripts" is  not  applicable  in  every  case,  and,  consequently,  does  not 
make  the  reader  independent  of  the  Calendar,  Since  attention  was 
called  to  this  matter  after  volume  II  had  gone  to  press,  and  too  late 
for  notes  to  be  incorporated  in  the  body  of  the  volume,  it  has  been 
thoxx&ht  advisable  to  append  the  following  bibliographical  description 
of  documents  printed  in  extenso  herein,  following  the  bibliographical 
notes  in  the  Calendar  to  the  Lamar  Papers, 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  DESCRIPTION 


No.     640.  A.   Df.   S.    .7p.  Nos. 

No8.  641-2.  Calendar  synopsis.  No. 

No.     643.  A.   Df.      4p. 
644,  A.   L.   S.      3p. 

645,  Calendar  synopsis.  «* 

646,  A.  Df.      Ip. 

647,  Calendar  synopsis,  ^^g 

648,  A.   D.   S.      4p.  No  ' 

649,  A.   Df.      5p. 

650,  A.   L.  S.      Ip. 

651,  A.   L.   S.      3p. 

Nos.   652-5,  Calendar  synopsis.  j^os. 

No.     656.   4p.     See  editor's  note. 

657.  Calendar  synopsis.  No. 

658.  A.   L.   S.      4p. 

659.  A.   L.   S.      3p.  Nos. 
*•        660,  Calendar  synopsis.  No. 

661,  A.   L.  S.      Ip.  Nos. 

662,  A.  L.   S.      3p.  No. 

663,  A.   L.  S.      3p. 
*•  '     664.   A.   L.   S.      2p. 

665.  A.   L.   S.      2p.  Nos. 

666.  D.  S.  of    T.    Leger    and   No. 

Al^fMiion  T.  Thompson.     " 
Nos.  667-8.  Calendar  synopsis. 
No.     669.   A.   L.   S.      7p. 
*•        670,  Calendar  synopsis. 

671.  A.   L.   S.      3p. 
Nos.   672-5,  Calendar  synopsis. 
No.     67^,   A.   L.   S.      Ip.  \' 

677.   A.   L.  -S.      Ip.  .; 

"        678,  Calendar  synopsis.  ^^ 

679,  A.   L.   S.      2p. 

680,  A.   N.   S.      Ip. 

681,  L.   S.      2p. 

682,  Calendar  synopsis. 

683,  A.   L.   S.      Ip. 

684,  A.   L.   S.      2p. 
Nos.   685-6,  Calendar  synopsis. 
No.     687,   A.   L.   S.      4p. 

688,  Calendar  synopsis.  «< 

689,  2p.     See  editor's  note.         a 

690,  A.   L.   S.      2p. 

691,  Calendar  synopsis.  «« 

692,  A.   L.   S.      3p. 

693,  A.   L.   S.      4p. 

694,  L.   S.      2p. 

Nos.   695-8,  Calendar  synopsis.  «« 

No.     699,   A.   L.  S.      2p. 

700,  Calendar  synopsis.  *' 

701,  A.   L.   S.      Ip. 

702,  A.   L.   S.      Ip. 

703,  See  editor's  note.  " 

704,  Calendar  synopsis.  *' 

705,  Copy.     4p. 

706,  Calendar  synopsis.  Nos. 

707,  A.  L.  S.   7p.  No. 


Nos. 
No. 


708 
712 
713 
714 
715 
716 
717 
719 
720 
721 
722 
723 
725 
730 
731 
732 
734 
735 
737 
738 
739 
740 
743 
744 
745 
746 
747 
748 
749 
750 
751 
752 
753 
754 
755 
756 
757 
758 
759 
762 
763 
764 
765 
766 
767 
768 
769 
770 
771 
772 
773 
774 
775 
776 
777 
778 
779 
781 


3p. 


11.  Calendar  synopsis. 
A.  L.  S.     2p. 
A.  L.  S.     3p. 
Calendar  synopsis. 
A.  L.  S.      3p. 
Printed.     7p. 

8.  Calendar  synopsis. 
A.  L.  S.     Ip. 

A.  L.  S.  Ip. 
A.  L.  S.  3p. 
L.  S.  3p. 
724.   A.   L.  S. 

9.  Calendar  synopsis. 
A.  L.  S.      Ip. 
A.  L.  S.      Ip. 

3.  Calendar  synopsis. 

L.  S.  3p. 
6,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      Ip. 

Calendar  synopsis. 

L.  S.  2p. 
2,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      2p. 

N.  S.      Ip. 

2p.     See  editor's  note. 

6p.     See  editor's  note. 

A.  L.  S.     3p. 

A.  L.  S.      2p. 

A.   L.   S.      3p. 

Calendar  sjrnopsis. 

A.  L.   S.      3p. 

A.   L.  "S.      3p. 


A.  L.   S. 

A.  L.   S. 

A.  L.   S. 

A.  L.   S. 

A.  L.   S. 

A.  L.   S. 


3p. 
3p. 
3p. 
2p. 
3p. 
3p. 


61,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.     3p. 

A.   L.   S.      2p. 

A.   L.   S.      2p. 

Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.   S.      2p. 

A.  L.  S.      Ip. 

A.  L.   S.      2p. 

2p.      See  editor's  note. 

A.   L.  S.      3p. 

A.  L.   S.      3p. 

A.   L.   S.      3p. 

A.   L.   S.      2p. 

A.   Df.   S.      2p. 

A.   L.   S.      Ip. 

A.   L.  S.      Ip. 

A.   L.   S.      2p. 

A.   L.   S.      3p. 
-80,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      Ip. 
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BroUOGRAPHlCAL.  DESCRIPTION 


Vll 


No8. 
No. 


7  82,  A.  L.   8.      Ip. 

783,  Calendar  synopsis. 

784,  785,  A.   L.   S.      4p. 


Nos. 
Vo. 


Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 


2p. 
Ip. 

2p. 
2p. 
2p. 
2p. 


2p. 
3p. 
2p. 


3p. 
3p. 
3p. 


Nos. 
No. 

Nos. 
No. 
Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 

No. 

Nos. 

No. 
«« 

Nos. 
No. 
Nos. 
No. 


7  85a,  A.   L.   S. 

786,  A.  L.   S. 

787,  A.  Df.   S. 
78a,  A.   L.   S. 

789.  A.   L.   S. 

790,  A.   L.   S. 

791,  Calendar  synopsis. 

792.  A.  D.  S.      2p. 
793-6.  Calendar  synopsis. 

797.  A.  L.  S.      Ip. 

798.  A.   L.   S.      2p. 

799.  A.  L.  S. 

800.  A.  L.   S. 

801.  A.   L.   S.      _ 
802-4,  Calendar  synopsis. 

805,  A.  L.   S.      4p. 

806,  A.  Df.      3p. 

807,  A.  L.   S.      2p. 

808,  A.  L.   S.      3p. 

809,  A.  L.   S. 

810,  A.   L.  S. 
8.11,  A.   L.   S. 

812,  Copy.      2p.  - 

813,  A.  L.   S.      3p. 

814,  Calendar  synopsis. 

815,  A.   L.  S.      3p. 

816,  A.  L.   S.      3p. 

817,  A.   L.   S.      2p. 
818-20,  Calendar  synopsis. 

821,  Anonymous.     27p. 

822.  A.   L.   S.      Ip. 
823-5,  Calendar  syiiopsis. 
826,  A.  L.   S.      3p. 
827-30,  Calendar  synopsis. 

831,  Copy    (extract).      3p. 

832,  A.  L.  S.      Ip. 

833,  Calendar   synopsis. 

834,  Ip.     See  editor's  note. 

835,  A.   L.   S.      5p. 

836,  A.   L.   S.      6p. 

837,  A.   L.   S.      lOp. 

838,  Calendar  synopsis. 

839,  A.   L.   S.      3p. 

840,  A.  L.   S.      2p. 

841,  Calendar  synopsis. 

842,  A.  L.   S.      2p. 

843,  Calendar  synopsis. 

844,  A.   L.   S.      lip. 

845,  A.   L.   S.      3p. 

8  46,  A.  L.   S.      8p. 

847.  A.  N.   S.      Ip. 

848.  Calendar  synopsis. 

849.  A.  L.  S.     3p. 

8  50-1,  Calendar  synopsis. 
852,  A.   L.   S.      3p. 
853-4,  Calendar   synopsis. 

855,  Copy(?).      Ip. 

856.  A.   L.   S.      2p. 

8  57-8,  Calendar  synopsis. 
859.  A.  L.  S.     Ip. 
8  60-1,  Calendar  synopsis. 
862,  A.  L.  S.      12p. 


Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 
Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 

No. 
it 

Nos. 
No. 
Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 


863 
865 
866 
867 
868 
869 
870 
871 
872 
873 
874 
875 
876 
877 
878 
879 
882 
883 
884 
885 
886 
887 
888 
889 
890 
891 
893 
894 
895 
896 
897 
901 
902 
905 
906 
907 
908 
910 
911 
912 
913 
914 
915 
916 
917 
918 
919 
920 
923 
924 
925 
830 
931 
933 
934 
935 
936 
937 
939 
940 
941 
942 
943 
944 
945 


-4,  Calendar  synopsis. 
A.  L.  S.     3p. 
A.  Df.      6p. 
Calendar  synopsis. 
A.  L.  S.      4p. 
A.   L.   S.      4p. 
A.  L.  S.    (Carbon). 


A.   L.   S. 
A.  L.   S. 


2p. 
3p. 


7P. 


Calendar  synopsis. 
A.  L.  S.      2p. 


A.  L.  S. 

A.  L.   S. 

A.  L.   S. 

A.  L.  S. 


2p. 
2p. 
2p. 
Ip. 


•81,  Calendar  synopsis. 

3p.     See  editor's  note. 

A.  L.  S.     3p. 

A.  L.  S.      3p. 

Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      Ip. 

D.  S.      2p. 

A.  L.  S.     2p. 

Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      Ip. 
2,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      2p. 

D.   S.     2p. 

A.   L.  S.      Ip. 

L.   S.      2p. 
900,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      lip. 
4,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      4p. 

Calendar  synopsis. 

A.   L.  S.      2p. 
9,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  N.  S.      2p. 

Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      2p. 

lip.     See   editor's   note. 
7p.     See    editor's   note. 

A.  L.   S.      Ip. 

A.   D.   S.      2p. 

L.   S.      Ip. 

A.   Df.   S.      Ip. 

A.   D.      2p. 
2,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      Ip. 

A.   L.   S.      3p. 
•9,  Calendar  synopsis. 

D.   S.      2p. 
2,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  N.  S.      Ip. 

A.   L.   S.      2p. 

Calendar  synopsis. 

L.  S.      ip. 
8.  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.   L.  S.      Ip. 

Copy.     Ip. 

A.  L.   S.      3p. 

L.  S.      2p. 

A.   L.   S.      4 p. 

A.   L.   S.      2p. 

Calendar  synopsis. 
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Bibliographical  Description 


Nos. 

No. 

Nos. 

No. 

Nos. 

No. 


Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 
Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 


Nos. 
No. 


946,  A.  L.   S.      Ip. 

947,  8p.     See    editor's   note. 

948,  32p.     See  editor's  note. 

949,  Calendar  synopsis. 

950,  A.   L.   S.      Ip. 

951,  Copy.     Ip. 

952,  Calendar  synopsis. 

953,  L.  S.     2p. 

954-5,  Calendar  synopsis. 
956,  A.  D.  S.      Ip. 
957-8,  Calendar  synopsis. 
959,  A.  L.  S.     2p. 
960-1,  Calendar  synopsis. 

962,  D.  S.      (Printed    form 

filled  out).      Ip. 

963,  Copy.      2p. 

964,  L.   S.      12p. 
965-6,  Calendar  synopsis 

967,  A.   L.  S.      Ip. 

968,  Df.      4p. 

969,  A.   Df.      2p. 

970,  A.   Df.      2p. 

971,  Calendar  synopsis. 

972,  Df.     6p. 

973,  A.  Df.  of  J.  B.  Ransom. 

2p. 
974-5,  Calendar  synopsis. 

976,  2p.     See  editor's  note. 

977,  Calendar  synopsis. 

978,  A.   Df.      5p. 

979,  Calendar  synopsis. 

980,  A.  L.  S.      5p. 

981,  Calendar  synopsis. 

982,  A.   L.   S.      2p. 

983,  Calendar  synopsis. 

984,  A.   L.  S.      3p. 

985,  A.   L.   S.      3p. 

986,  A.  N.   S.      2p. 

987,  Calendar  synopsis. 

988,  A.  Df.     2p. 
989-94,  Calendar  synopsis. 

995,  A.   N.   S.      Ip. 

996,  A.  L.   S.      2p. 

997,  A.   L.   S.      3p. 
998-9,  Calendar  synopsis. 

1000,  Copy.      2p. 

1001,  Calendar   synopsis. 

1002,  A.   L.   S.      7p. 

1003,  Calendar  synopsis. 

1004,  A.   L.  S.      6p. 
1005-8,  Calendar  synopsis. 
1009,  A.  L.   S.      2p. 
1010-1011,  Calendar  synopsis. 

1012,  A.  L.  S.   3p. 

1013,  A.  L.  S.   3p. 

1014,  A.  L.  S.   Ip. 

1015,  Ip.     See  editor's  note. 

1016,  Copy.      Ip. 

1017,  A.  L.   S.      Ip. 
1018-21,  Calendar  synopsis. 

1022,  A.   L.  S.      Ip. 

1023,  L.   S.      Ip. 

1024,  A.   L.   S.      3p. 
1025-31,  Calendar  synopsis. 
3.032,  L.   S.      3p. 


1033,  Calendar  synopsis. 

1034,  A.  L.  S.      2p. 

1035,  Calendar  synopsis. 

1036,  A.  L.  S.      Ip. 
1037-46,  Calendar  synopsis. 
1047,  A.  D.  of  Harrison  Owen, 

postmaster   and   county 

clerk.     2  p. 

Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      8p. 

Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.  Ip. 
4,  Calendar  synopsis. 

A.  L.  S.      3p. 
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Calendar  synopsis. 
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A.   L.  S.      3p. 
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6,  Calendar  synopsis. 
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3p.     Seft  editor's  note. 

2p.     See  editor's  note. 

A.  L.  S.      Ip. 

L.  S.      3p. 

L.  S.    (Duplicate).      2p. 
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A.  N.   S.      2p. 
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1117,   A.  L.  S.      2p. 
1118-9,  Calendar    synopsis. 

1120,  A.  L.  S.     2p. 

1121,  A.  N.  S.      Ip. 

1122,  Calendar  synopsis. 

1123,  Ip.     See  editor's  note. 

1124,  A.  L.  S.     3p. 

1125,  A.  L.  S.     2p. 
1126-9,  Calendar  synopsis. 

1130,  A.  D.      Ip. 

1131,  A.  D.   S.      2p. 

1132-4,  Calendar  synopsis. 

1135,  A.  L.  S.  4p.  The  ap- 
pended note  Is  signed  by 
K.     H.     Douglas,      but 

'    written   by   J.    S.    May- 
field. 
1136-9,  Calendar  synopsis. 
1140,   A.  L.  S.      2p. 
1141-4,  Calendar  synopsis. 
1145,  A.  L.  S.      2p. 
1146-53,  Calendar  synopsis. 
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1156,  Calendar  synopsis. 

1157,  A.  L.  S.      3p. 
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1195,  2p.     See  editor's  note. 
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30,  Calendar  synopsis. 
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D.   S.      4p. 
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D.  S.      2p. 
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A.  L.   S.      4p. 
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372, 
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378, 
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383, 
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452, 
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492, 
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498, 
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507. 
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510. 
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512. 
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513. 
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530. 
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532. 
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533, 

in  postscript  to  no  663,  1.     6.  for  "me"  read  be. 

for  no.  604  read  no.  694. 

par.  1,  1.  14,  for  "repart"  read  report. 

the  note  reference  in  heading  of  no.  746  is  to  footnote  on  p.  165, 

no.  754,  par.  1,  1.  6.  for  "vicanage"  read  vicinage. 

no.  757,  par.  2,  1.  20.  for  ''received"  read  receive. 

par.  4.  1.  1,  for  "shuld"  read  should. 

no.  764.  par.  2,  1.  9,  for  "conforming"  read  confirming. 

no.  788.  par.  3,  1.  3,  for  "man"  read  men. 

par.  7.  1.  1.  for  "Hocyley"  read  Hockley. 

1.  11.  for  "outhorized"  read  authorized. 

par.  1.  1.  4,  for  "Louislant"  read  Louisiana. 

1.  2,  for  "vessel"  read  vessels. 

1.  35.  for  "vesesls"  read  vessels. 

no.  822.  1.  1.  for  "Eccllency"  read  Excellency. 

in  signatures  and  endorsements  of  nos.  831  and  832.  for  "T.  I. 

Green"  read  T.  J.  Green. 
No.  842.  par.  1.  1.  6,  for  "althought"  read  although. 
1.   13.  for  "t[hier]"  read  t[heir]. 
par.  1,  1.  2,  for  "effectvally"  read  effectually, 
no.  849,  par.  1,  1.  11,  for  "plase"  read  please, 
par.  2.  1.  13,  for  "unequivacally"  read  unequivocally, 
no.  859,  par.  1,  1.  7,  for  "wll"  read  will. 
1.  2,  for  "you"  read  your.     Par.  4,  1.  1,  for  "accompanying"  read 

accompany  [accompanies], 
par.  1,  1.  7,  for  "emmense"  read  immense, 
par.  3,  1.  2,  for  "Couse"  read  Cause. 
1.  20,  for  "your"  read  you. 
par.  1,  1.  3.  for  "out"  read  our. 
1.   7.  for  "deriring"  read  deriving. 
1.  6,  for  "estraints"  read  restraints. 
1.  17.  for  "authentiated"  read  authenticated. 
1.  10,  for  "nquiring"  read  enquiring, 
par.  1,  1.  2,  for  "then"  read  than, 
par.  2.  1.  10,  for  "rightfull"  read  rightfully. 
1.  9,  for  "dividents"  read  dividends, 
par.  1,  1.  18,  for  "dager"  read  danger. 
1,  10,  for  "axquired"  read  acquired, 
for  the  first  "no.  956"  read  no.  955. 
Par.  1,  1.  8,  for  "relive"  read  relieve, 
par.  1,  1.  32.  for  "smokes"  read  smoke. 

no.  967,  par.  1.  1.  4.  for  "if"  read  of.     L.  5,  for  "of"  read  If. 
1.  31.  for  "llns"  read  lines, 
par.  1,  1.  4.  for  "entitled"  read  entitle, 
par.  1,  1.  8,  for  "subject"  read  subject, 
par.  7,  1.  1.  for  "nike"  read  like. 

no.  1068.  in  heading  after  "Plummer",  for  [.]  read  [,]. 
no.  1107.  1.  7,  for  "thought"  read  though, 
no.  1129.  in  second  line  of  heading  omit  "TO", 
delete  1.  6. 

in  postscript  of  no.  1140,  for  "Intelligence"  read  Intelligencer, 
par.  2,  1.  27,  after  "population"  Insert  from. 
1.  4,  for  "Endorsee"  read  Endorser.     No.  1162,  par.  1.  1.  3,  for 

"he"  read  the. 
par.  3,  1.  3,  for  "send  to"  read  send  off. 
No.  1169,  par.  1,  1.  6.  for  "He  s"  read  He  is. 
1.  3,  for  "deely"  read  deeply.     No.  1199,  par.  1,  1.  4,  for  "konw" 

read  know, 
par.  2,  1.  20,  for  "had  supply"  read  had  to  supply, 
par.  7,  1.  10,  for  "very"  read  verge. 
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P.    540,    no.   1215,  par.  2,  1.  20,  for  "Stanta  Anna"  read  Santa  Anna. 

P.    5  47,    no.   1229,  In  heading  omit  final  comma. 

P.    550.     1.    20.  for  "thing"  read  think. 

P.    553,    no.   1236,  in  heading,  for  "[1839  Apri?]"  read  [1839,  Apr.?]. 

P.    5  54,    no.  1239,  par.  1,  1.  8,  for  "accaomplished"  read  accomplished. 

P.    5  60,    par.   4,  1.  12,  for  "accurred"  read  occurred. 

P.  57 O,  i>a.r.  1,  1.  2,  for  "meathod"  read  method.  L.  4,  for  "Exenlng" 
read  Evening. 

P.  57  8,  after  document  no.  1281,  insert:  Nd.  1282,  1839  May  20, 
J[ohn]  M.  Allen,  Galveston,  to  M.  B.  Lamar,  Houston.  Send- 
ing a  letter  from  B.  H.  Norton  of  New  York,  [Feb.  25]. 
Draft  drawn  on  government  by  Dr.  Ashbel  Smith,  which  he 
[Allen]  endorsed,  and  which  was  to  have  been  paid  in  specie 
or  its  equivalent,  has  not  been  paid.  Second  demand  for 
payment  would  not  have  been  made  had  he  not  been  too  poor 
to  pay  it  himself.  His  suffering  in  consequence  of  the  afPair 
in  credit  and  feelings.  Lamar's  immediate  attention  to  it 
requested.     A.  L.  S.  2p,     See  nos.  734  and  1903. 

P.  580,  1-  1,  for  "$9,000"  read  $9,500.  L.  18,  for  "ncessary"  read  neces- 
sary. 

P.    58  2,    par.   2,  1.  7,  for  "eneregies"  read  energies. 

P.    584,    par.    1,  1.  13,  for  "to"  read  the. 

P.    5  9  6,     1.   3  9.  for  *'shouild"  read  should. 
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[ld37f]  A.  B.  LONGSTREET,  [AUGUSTA?  GEORGIA?],  TO  [M. 
B.  LAMAR,  AUGUSTA?  GEORGIA?] 

We  consider  the  advantages  &  disadvantages  of  the  Union 

The  advantages  are  1st.  Immediate  protection  2d.  alternate  security 
from  war  with  Mexico  on  one  hand  &  the  U.  S  on  the  other.  I  do 
not  add  the  advantage  of  our  boasted  form  of  Govemt.  because 
Texas  eah  adopt  that  form,  if  she  chooses,  with  the  improvements 
upon  it  which  experience  has  suggested. 

Answer.    If  at  this  time  Texas  can  maintain  herself  against  Mexico, 
she  never  can  hereafter  have  any  thing  to  dread  from  her.     Indeed 
Texas  must  enlarge  her  borders  with  every  conflict  with  that  power — 
Little  is  to  be  apprehended  from  war  with  the  U.  S.    Her  institu- 
tions &  the  habits  of  her  people,  are  utterly  opposed  to  war.     She 
never  has  engaged  and  never  will  engage  in  an  offensive  war —  and 
the  probability  of  her  so  doing  demimishes  as  her  limits  increase — 
for  this  simple  reason;  every  war  of  conquest  adds  paiver  to  that 
section  of  the  Union  in  which  it  is  carried  on,  and  every  other  sec- 
tion will  consequently  oppose  it —  The  Senate  also  will  be  an  insuper- 
able barrier  to  wars  of  conquest.     The  states  conterminous  to  Texas, 
and  those  alone  can  feel  a  deep  interest  in  conquering  her;  but  would 
the  remote  states  allow  them  to  do  it —  so  far  from  it;  the  remote 
states  will  not  consent  to  her  voluntary  subjugation —  A  thing  worthy 
to  be  remembered  by  the  Texians;  for  it  is  a  warning  to  her  not  to 
be  careless  of  her  political  Institutions  in  the  hope  that  they  are  soon 
to  be  useless.    She  cannot  for  twenty  years  at  least,  (I  doubt  wheth- 
er she  ever  can  be)  received  into  the  Union  without  some  humiliating 
concessions,  which  will  be  ultimately  dangerous,  if  not  ruinous  to 
her  interests.     She  cannot  until  new  states  formed  immediately  on 
her  northern  border,  and  the  southern  states  together,  make  a  ma- 
jority in  congress —  Will  this  ever  be  the  case.     States  ever  have 
grown  up  more  rapidly  in  the  N.  West  than  in  the  So.  West;  and 
they  are  always  more  powerful  in  population —  So  it  will  be  until 
until  [sic]  the  states  reach  the  Pacific  But  the  states  most  interested 
in  conquest,  are  the  very  ones  which  would  have  identity  of  feeling, 
interest,  &  consequently  friendship,  with  Texas.    Could  the  southern 
states  be  goaded  to  a  war  with  Texas —  No,  because  Texas  is.  filled 
with  their  brothers  &  their  children;  and  it  is  the  land  of  their 
retreat  as  their  own  lands  wear  out,  or  dangers  thicken  at  the  North. 
But  suppose  war  with  the  U.  S.  and  conquest  by  them.     What 
then?    Why  Texas  will  then  be  annexed  to  the  U.  S.    Just  what  is 
desired  by  the  majority  in  Texas  now.    But  I  have  no  fear  of  a  war. 
BVom  the  establishment  of  our  Government  Canada  has  reposed  in 
peace  on  one  extreme  of  our  country  &  Florida  &  Mexico  on  the 
other,  without  the  first  movement  towards  an  offensive  war  by  the 
U.  S.  upon  either.    If  the  experiment  of  our  Govemt.  has  placed  any 
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one  principle  beyond  dispute,  it  is,  that  our  people  are  never  to  be  a 
war-people. 

Disadvantages,    The  North  &  Northwest  must  in  the  very  nature 
of  the  things  rule  the  South  &  South  West.     I  know  there  will  be 
occasional   political   sjiasms   that   will    change   for   a   moment,    this 
natural  order  of  things;  but  back  to  it  they  will  speedily  come;  as 
certainly,  as  that  men  act  from  their  own  interests. 
The  North  &  N.  West,  must  be  a  commercial,  and  manufacturing 
people.    The  South  &  S.  West  must  be  an  agricultural  people.      The 
former  are  religiously  opposed  to  slavery  —  The  latter  are  necessarily 
slave   holders —   The   former  are   a  sober  calculating  people —   the 
latter  are  a  high  spirited,  ardent  people.    The  former  hold  the  power — 
the  latter,  the  wealth,  of  the  nation:  and  it  is  not  to  be  disguised 
that  their  are  pretty  strong  antipathies  already  engendered  between 
them.    Here  then  are  all  the  elements  of  the  most  merciless  &  tanta- 
lising dispotism  on  the  one  hand,  that  ever  was  exercised  by   man 
to  his  fellow  man ;  and  of  the  most  galling  &  unmitigated  slavery  on 
the  other,  that  ever  was  endured  by  man.    The  security  against  these 
consequences,  and  the  only  security,  is  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.    This  is  no  security  at  all,  unless  it  be  first,  candidly  expound- 
ed by  those  in  power,  and  afterwards  honestly  obeyed;  and  every 
interest  and  every  feeling  of  those  in  power,  we  have  just  seen  are 
opposed  to  either.  What  have  been  the  lessons  of  experience  upon  this 
head?    While  parties  rose  and  fell  only  from  the  strength  or  weak- 
ness of  their  political  creeds,  things  went  on  well  enough ;  but  as  soon 
as  they  became  united  by  common  &  local  interest  all  considerations 
of  justice  were  immediately  lost  sight  of.    The  manufacturing  inter- 
ests were  supported  at  the  expense  of  all  others,  first  under  plausi- 
ble pretexts,  and  afterwards  in  open  violation  of  the  sperit  of  the 
constitution,  if  not  of  its  very  letter.    Nothing  but  a  train  of  fortu- 
nate circumstances  prevented  the  North  &  Est  from  expending  the 
immense  treasure  which  they  had  extorted  from  the  South,  in  sub- 
jecting her  to  unconditional  submission    If  the  dominant  party  find 
the  senate  in  their  way,  the  senate  will  be  instructed  out  of  the  way — 
If  the  Supreme  Court  stand  in  their  way ;  the  party  makes  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  President  makes  the  Judges,  and  he  will  soon  mold 
them  to  his  will  — or  they  will  lay  off  new  circuits  enough,  to  put 
a  majority  of  new  judges  on  the  bench.     It  is  certainly  true  that 
their  is  not  a  more  irrespo[n]sible  unapproachable  dispostism  under 
heaven,  than  a  dominant  party  united  by  local  interests  and  acting 
under  a  constitutional  form  of  Government.     The  single  Despot  has 
his  own  honest,  pride,  dignity,  and  grandeur  identified  with  the  glory 
and  happiness  of  his  people  at  large.    The  Band  of  Despots,  have  no 
personal   interest   in  the  happiness  of  any  section  of  the  country 
but  their  own —  The  single  Dispot  is  alone,  responsible  for  his  acts — 
The  Band  of  Despots  divide  their  responsibility  so  minutely,  that  it 
is  virtually  extinguished  altogether —  at  least  it  is  sensibly  felt  by 
none —  The  single  Despot  has  the  common  feelings  &  sympathies  of 
man —  The  band  of  Despots,  have  none  of  them —  as  the  responsi- 
bilities of  crime,  are  lost  by  division  among  them ;  so  are  the  rewards 
of  vertue —  You  may  beg  your  dues  from,  the  benevolencs,  or  sym- 
pathy single  Prince;  you  never  can,  from  a  multitude  of  Princes 
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because  they  have  no  such  sentiments—  When  the  Single  Prinee 
offends  he  offends  the  whole  nation,  who  are  safe  in  demanding  re- 
dress— or  his  head—  When  a  corps  of  Princes  offend,  they  offend 
only  the  weaker  section,  which  they  can  crush  without  peril—  But  I 
am  enlarging  too  much —  My  design  was  only  to  give  you  a  synopsis 
of  my  views.  I  should  have  added  however,  that  the  single  Dispot 
has  no  pretext  for  wrong—  The  Cofistitutiondl  Despots  will  always 
find  m  the  charter,  a  plain  authority  for  their  outrages —  the  finest 
cover  for  Dispotism  that  ever  was  thought  of,  because  it  gives  to  it 
all  the  features  Equity,  and  transforms  its  opposers  into  rebels  against 
their  own  government. 

The  U.  S.  are  perpetually  enlarging,  and  consequently  the  dangers 
just  hinted  are  perpetually  increasing.  Now  Texas,  through  all  her 
length  &  breadth,  has,  and  for  a  long  time  must  have  a  common  in- 
terest. Never  can  she  be  exposed  to  the  dangers  from  diversified 
interests,  to  which  we  are  exposed.  Her  seclusion,  is  therefore,  so 
far  her  safety. 

Her  staples  will  find  a  market  all  over  the  word,  and  as  articles 
are  valuable  in  proportion  to  the  demand  for  them  she  must  be  rich ; 
immensely  rich.  If  she  keeps  her  treasure  to  herself,  she  can  in  a 
little  time  embank  her  canals  with  silver  and  pave  her  roads  with 
gold—  But  if  she  put  her  resources  under  the  ccntrol  of  congress, 
my  life  on  it  she  will  get  but  a  few  pence  of  them,  while  all  the  rest 
is  expended  in  the  Eastern  Northern  &  North  sister  states.  And  if 
ever  you  get  into  the  Union  by  the  consent  of  these  states,  you  may 
rest  assured  it  will  be  owing  to  their  forecast  in  seeing  these  uses 
^Mch  may  be  made  of  you.  You  have  but  little  coast  to  guard; 
the  U.  S.  have  an  immense  coast —  you  have  but  few  roads  to  con- 
struct.—  we  have  countless  numbers —  you  have  but  few  offlcers  to 
pay;  we  have  myraids —  In  short —  the  expenses  of  your  Govern-  • 
nient,  to  ours,  will  be  as  one  to  a  hundred;  while  your  resources  to 
ours  (territory  considered)  will  be  as  ten  to  one.  Again,  you  can 
form  a  better  Government  than  ours —  you  have  seen  the  defects  of 
ours,  and  may  now  guard  against  them.  I  wish  that  time  would 
permit  me  to  enlarge  upon  this  head ;  but  it  will  not.  I  am  consoled 
hy  the  refection  however,  that  they  are  well  known  to  you.  All 
that  I  will  venture  to  suggest  is,  that  the  great  security  for  all  interests 
^  a  government,  is  in  having  all  interests  represented,  and  so  repre- 
seuted,  that  every  interest  may  act  as  a  check  upon  others —  Thus  if 
you  put  farmers  and  manufacturers  together,  and  say  that  they  shall 
^  governed  by  the  vote  of  the  majority,  why  then,  whichever  class 
"M  the  majority,  will  favor  itself,  and  oppress  the  other.  But'  if  you 
^  that  they  should  form  two  distinct  bodies  and  that  nothing  shall 
^me  a  law,  that  has  not  the  sanction  of  both,  it  is  impossible  that 
either  can  favor  itself  or  oppress  the  other.  I  give  you  this  hint  in 
^is  form,  because  it  is  most  simple  &  perspicuous  when  thus  presented. 
^{J^  application  of  it,  I  must  leave  to  yourself —  it  matters  not  in 
^"at  form  it  be  applied,  if  the  principle  be  carried  out.  Indeed  7 
have  not  duly  considered  the  ways  and  means  of  applying  most  suc- 
^fuUy ;  simply  because  I  considered  it  hopeless  of  application  in 
'he  land  where  I  have  always  expected  to  live  and  die.  But  there 
^uis  to  me,  not  much  difficulty  in  applying  it.    The  three  important 
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interests,  are,  the  agricultural,  the  commercial  &  manufacturing- 
suppose  instead  of  tumbling  all  together,  the  Congress  should  be 
composed  of  three  bodies  from  these  classes  exclusively,  with  other 
checks  &  balances —  I  know  not  whether  any  others  would  be  neces- 
sary, for  you  here  would  find  all  the  safeguards  that  we  now  seek, 
from  the  legislative  power,  of  the  senate,  &  the  Executive —  But  a 
few  hours  is  too  short  a  time,  to  unfold  this  system  at  large —  Take 
it  and  think  upon  it — 

If  our  form  of  Grovernt.  be  the  model —  then  make  your  senate 
perfectly  independed,  and  give  it  little  or  no  law-making  power. 
Make  it  a  checking  power  almost  entirely;  and  put  its  stability  entire^ 
ly  beyond  the  reach  of  people.  Executive  &  House  of  Representatives. 
Be  not  afraid  of  imbicility  in  the  government.  I  have  watched  the 
operation  of  ours  carefully,  &  I  fearlessly  assert,  that  not  one  in  one 
hundred  truly  sound  and  necessary  laws,  has  ever  been  rejected  by 
any  one  branch  of  the  Govt.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  passing  neces- 
sary laws  through  twenty  separate  bodies  of  magistracy. 

Let  your  Judiciary  be  made  equally  independent —  But  again  I 
am  off  the  line,  which  you  marked  out  for  me. 

The  United  States  must  at  no  distant  day  I  think  break  up  in 
revolution —  when  I  say  distant  I  compute  lime  by  the  usual  dura- 
tion of  republics —  She  will  doubtless  go  through  the  usual  struggles — 
She  will  totter,  and  rise  again —  suffer,  and  reform  abuses —  be 
wounded  and  healed  again;  but  she  must  I  fear  soon  fall —  Inde- 
pendent of  her  growing  might —  there  is  a  manifest  tendency  to  in- 
subordination;  and  she  is  corrupt  from  her  heart  to  her  extremities. 
These  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  her  ready  adoption  of  the  'filth  of 
the  world  as  her  own  offsprings.  I  do  not  say  that  all  foreigners 
who  come  hither  are  a  calamity —  far  from  it.  Many  of  them  very 
many  of  them  are  ornaments  to  our  country —  But  alas,  many  of 
them  are  the  rankest  poison  that  ever  was  taken  into  the  body  politic — 
without  sense,  without  principle,  without  patriotism.  The  evil  stops 
not  with  their  positive  transgressions.  Inteligence  &  morality  are 
indispensible  to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  a  republic.  How  are 
you  to  spread  the  lights  of  science  among  a  people,  growing  con- 
tinually by  loathsome  accretions?  You  adopt  a  ship  load  of  degrad- 
ed wretches  to  day —  You  shake  off  their  rags —  you  educate  them 
you  breathe  into  them  and  their  children  the  spirit  of  freemen — 
and  tomorrow,  come  ten  ship-loads  more,  from  the  sinks  of  Europe, 
more  vile  than  they —  Let  them  come  in  all  conscience;  but  let  only 
their  chUdreny  horn  in  tJie  re<ilm,  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
govemt.  directly  or  indirectly.  As  this  cannot  be,  in  our  Country, 
the  consequent  evils,  conspiring  with  other  causes,  must  I  fear  soon 
undermine  this  govt. 

Now  from  all  the  anticedent  throes  &  convulsions,  as  well  as  the 
final  catastrophe  Texas  may  escape  by  keeping  herself  to  herself —  to 
say  nothing  of  the  lesser  national  difficulties,  which  are  for  ever 
occurring  in  so  vast  a  territory  as  ours —  when  the  catastrophe  comes, 
what  then  will  be  your  condition  ?  You  close  your  political  career  as 
conquerors  or  conquered —  most  likely  the  latter ;  for  the  south  builds 
ships,  and  the  north  mans  them —  the  south  pays  armies  and  the 
north  fills  &  commands  them —  Keep  to  yourselves  and  very  likely, 
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you  will  in  time  have  many  distracted  states  petitioning  to  be  let  into 
your  confederacy  — ^At  least  your  chance  of  long  peace,  will  be  greater, 
the  more  retired  you  are,  from  the  joining  interests  of  our  illimit- 
able territory.  I  must  stop —  I  have  thrown  together  the  foregoing 
without  order  and  without  reflection —  There  is  nothing  in  it,  I  sup- 
pose, that  you  have  not  thought  of  yourself;  but  the  good  intent 
which  prompted  it,  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  you ;  and  if  there  be 
one  randoon  idea  that  can  be  of  service  to  you,  I  shall  feel  myself 
amply  repaid  for  the  little  trouble  that  it  has  cost  me— 

Your  sincere  friend 
&  wellwisher — 

A.  B.  Longstreet 

No.  641 

[i857f],  ANONYMOUS 

Historical  notes  on  the  circumstances  and  conditions  of  the  sur- 
render of  Fannin  and  the  Goliad  massacre.    A?  Df.  2  p. 
Incomplete.     Almost  illegible. 

No.  642 

\lS37f],  ALEXfANDElR  LE  RAY  DE  CHAUMONT, 
[HOUSTON?  TEXAS] 

Memorandum  for  Col.  Wells,  regarding  inquiries  for  mail  and 
effects  from  New  Orleans  for  Le  Ray  de  Chaumont.    A.    Df.    1  p. 

No.  643 

[1837 f,  JAS.  H.  STARR,  HOUSTON].  SUGGESTIONS  FOR 
LAND  LEGISLATION 

I  would  suggest  that  patents  issue  upon  all  claims  not  palpably 
fraudulent,  that  is,  where  no  information  has  been  given  to  the 
Comr. —  Qenl  Land  Office  that  fraud  was  practised  in  procuring 
the  Certificate,  and  where  only  one  certificate  has  been  given  to  the 
same  individual. 

The  patent  to  be  granted  in  the  name  of  the  person  who  procured 
the  Certificate  and  to  express  upon  its  face  that  the  claim  upon 
which  it  is  based  will  be  subject  to  investigation  for  a  period  of 
five  years — 

Then  offer  a  reward  to  any  one  who  will  by  other'  evidence  than 
his  own  oath  convict  by  an  action  in  the  District  Court  an  individual 
of  fraud  in  procuring  any  land  Certificate — the  reward  to  consist 
of  a  portion  of  the  land  upon  which  such  Certificate  may  have  been 
located.  And  to  guard  against  malicious  prosecutions  make  the 
prosecutor  liable  for  costs  in  case  of  failure  to  convict. 

By  this  course  the  good  titles  or  those  founded  upon  the  qualifi- 
cations required  by  law  are  virtually  confirmed  and  purchasers 
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are  warned  by  the  patent  itself  to  examine  well  the  character  of 
tlie  claim  before  they  risk  their  money. 

No  injury  results  from  this  course  to  innocent  purchasers.  The 
law  and  the  Constitution  authorize  the  sale  and  purchase  of  head 
rights  but  promise  nothing  to  the  buyer  which  was  not  guaranteed 
to  the  Seller,  and  require  that  the  assignee  shall  make  the  same 
proof  respicting  the  qualifications  of  the  original  owner  of  the 
claim  as  would  have  been  required  of  him  had  it  never  been  trans- 
ferred, Now  if  the  purchaser  procure  by  false  testimony  a  certifi- 
cate and  patent  for  land  he  is  no  more  an  innocent  holder  than 
would  be  the  man  who  procures  a  title  by  the  same  means  in  his 
own  name  and  based  upon  his  own  qualifications. 

The  principal  consideration  for  which  Lands  are  granted  under 
our  system  is  a  residence  in  the  country  and  that  of  course  can  only 
be  done  by  the  person  to  whom  the  land  is  promised,  and  in  pur- 
chasing a  conditional  right  of  this  kind  the  buyer  must  look  to  the 
colonist  for  a  compliance  with  the  contract  which  he  has  entered 
into  with  the  Government.  And  has  no  right  to  expect  the  govern- 
ment to  confirm  to  him  a  claim  which  would  have  been  forfeited 
in  the  hands  of  the  Colonist. 

The  reasons  why  patents  should  issue  in  exact  accordance  with 
the  Certificates  are  t^  me  very  apparent — The  process  prescribed 
by  law  for  procuring  a  title  from  the  Government  admits  of  no 
change  of  parties  in  the  record  from  the  time  the  certificate  is 
issued  until  the  patent  is  furnished  from  the  General  Land  Office — 
The  claim  is  presented  to  the  Board  of  Land  Comrs. — who  give  a 
certificate  to  the  owner  to  be  handed  to  the  surveyor  of  the  Dis- 
trict in  which  his  selection  is  situated  They  also  notify  the  Comr. 
Genl  of  the  Land  Office  that  such  a  certificate  was  by  them  issued 
to  the  individual  mentioned  bearing  a  certain  date  and  for  a  speci- 
fied quantity  of  land. 

This  Certificate  when  put  into  the  hand  of  the  Deputy  Surveyor 
is  strictly  an  office  paper  which  with  the  field  notes  of  survey 
must  be  returned  by  him  to  the  County  Surveyor  who  records  and 
delivers  it  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Comrs.  and  the  latter 
receives  the  Government  dues  thereon  and  transmits  the  field 
notes  &  certificate  to  the  General  Land  Office — The  Comr.  General 
compares  the  certificate  with  the  returns  made  to  him  by  the  Board 
of  Comrs.  and  finding  them  to  correspond  with  each  other  and  with 
the  fieldnotes  issues  his  patent. — Now  if  transfers  of  certificates 
be  permitted  this  agreement  in  the  records  of  the  different  offices 
will  be  destroyed  A  Certificate  may  be  issued  to  A.  B,  assignee 
of  C.  D,  and  the  survey  made  in  the  name  of  some  subsequent  pur- 
chaser and  return  to  the  Genl  Land  Office  for  E.  F,  Asignee  of  C,  D. 

The  Comr.  Genl.  must  then  issue  a  patent  to  a  person  to  whom  no 
certificate  has  been  granted  and  moreover  be  made  the  judge  of  the 
legality  of  the  transfers  written  on  the  Certificate — or  what  is 
worse  still  consider  the  holder  of  the  Certificate  entitled  to  the  patent. 
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No.  644 

[18381],  M.  BAKER,  [HOUSTON?],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

WeU   „ ..' : 300.00— 

Hauling  for  the  same ,  5.00 

Rope          '*     *'  •  **      : .^ 4.00— 

Pd  for  Hewing  timber  for  house 10.00 

**  for  Hauling , 13.00— 

3500.  feet  Weather  boarding  $70  per  M 240.00— 

1500      **      11/4  inch  plank  70 105.00 

7000  Board  $20,  per  thousand..„.^ 140.00— 

Pd  for  Building  House  $800 .: 800.00 

For  papering  &  painting .  188.00 

For  paper : ^ 55.00 — 

For  2  chimneys ....... 60.00— 

For  Small  Roam......„ 50.00— 

For  Kitchen  jj. 30.0p 

For  Dairy  1. : lO.OQ- 

5000,  Rails  at  $25  per  thousand 125.00 


$2135.00 


2135.00— 

Pd  Watkins  &  Welsh  for  Labor 50.00 

''  Jones 80.00-. 

3  Kegs  Nails  @  $20 60.00 — 

Work  of  Negro  Boy  3  months  @  $20  per  Mo 60.00 — 


$2,3,85.00 


Window  Sash 30.00 


$2415.00 


Genl.  Lamar 

I  have  made  a  rough  sketch  of  the  amount  expended  by  me  on 
my  place  and  I  am  satisfied  that  I  have  paid  in  Cash  about  $3000 — 
This  may  seem  verry  high,  but  every  thing  about  here  is  extrava- 
gantly high. 

I  will  take  three  thousand  Dollars  for  the  place  to  be  delivered 
first  of  March  next 

Yours 

M  Baker — 

[Addressed] 
<3en  —  Lamar 
Houston, 
[rubric] 
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No.  645 

[1837f],  **UN  PATRIOTE"  TO  [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

His  own  readiness  to  take  arms  for  Texas;  his  republican  prin- 
ciples; his  devotion  to  Lamar;  Lamar's  popularity.     2  p. 
French. 

No.  646 

[18371,    S.  H.  EVERITT,  HOUSTON].   EDITORIAL  ON  LAMAR 
AS  CANDIDATE  FOR  PRESIDENCY 

The  Reader  will  find  in  to  days  paper,  The  name  of  Col  Grayson 
announced  as  a  Candidate  for  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrat, — ^per- 
sonally we  are  friendly  to  Col.  Grayson  and  Esteem  him  highly  as 
a  gentleman  at  the  same  time  we  frankly  acknowledge  that  we 
differ  with  his  friends,  in  the  opinion  they  hold  of  the  propriety 
or  necessity  of  placeing  his  name  before  the  people  as  a  candidate 
for  that  high  office.  Nor  do  we  Believe  that  public  Opinion  calls 
for  the  nomination  as  we  are  fully  of  opinion  that  it  will  create 
an  unnecessary  political  Excitement  and  one,  that  in  the  present 
State  of  our  Country  is  calculated  to  do  no  good  We  consider 
Gen  Lamar  fully  qualified  to  fill  that  important  station  and  believe 
that  his  Electic^i  will  give  Entire  Satisfaction  to  the  people — 

[Endorsed] 
Editorial  by  Dr.  Everett 
altered  a  little  by  MBl]— 
published  in  the  Banner  Houston 

No.  647 
[1837],  ANONYMOUS 

**  Strictures  on  *A  letter  to  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  on  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  by  William  E.  Channing,'  by  a 
friend  to  Texas.''  Pamphlet.    12  p. 

Incomplete.    Mutilated. 

No.  648 

[c.  1837 f],  S.  T.  BROWN.  ACCOUNT  OF  HIS  ESCAPE  FROM 

GOLIAD»« 

Saturday  27th.  o£  March  1836  was  the  day  on  which  about  480 
Texas  volunters  who  had  surrendered  to  the  Mexicans  as  prisinors 
of  war,  were  taken  out  and  shot  in  cold  blood  I  was  one  of  the 
nombre  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  my  escape  which  was 
as  follows  The  prisinors  were  ordered  to  form  in  Double  file  when 

"Cf.  with  The  Quarterly  of  the  Texas  State  Historical  Association,  I,  54, 
an  account  by  J.  C.  Duval,  one  of  Brown's  companions. 
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that  was  done,  they  were  Divided  in  four  Equell  Divisions.  I 
hapened  in  the  first  companey  that  was  marched  out  of  the  fort, 
we  were  entirely  Ignorant  ot  our  approaching  fate,  untill  the 
moment  the  firing  comenced.  The  prisinors  was  in  double  file 
and  a  strong  guard  on  each  side  After  we  had  marched  about  half 
a  mile  we  were  ordered  to  halt  at  the  same  time  the  guard  on  the 
right  of  the  prisinors  pased  through  as  we  the  prisinors  stood  and 
was  then  all  on  one  side  they  than  fired  this  was  our  first  warning 
of  the  fate  that  had  awaited  us  when  this  firing  comenced  the  man 
who  stood  on  my  left  was  shot  and  fell  on  my  shoulder.  After 
the  fireing  was  in  a  meashure  over  I  found  my  self  unhurt  I  than 
made  for  the  River.  I  saw  severall  of  my  companions  making  there 
way  for  the  same  place  most  of  them  was  woonded.  when  I  reached 
the  River  I  saw  Mr.  Wingate  of  Montgomery  standing  in  the  water. 
He  said  he  was  wounded  and  could  not  swim  the  River,  as  I  could 
Render  him  no  assistance.  I  lift  him  in  the  same  place  After  I 
had  swam  the  river  and  was  about  to  leave  the  swamp.  I  saw  2 
persons  who  had  made  there  escape  they  were  Runing  for  life 
pursued  by  3  calvary  soldiers  they  were  soon  over  taken  and  put 
to  death  as  soon  as  this  was  done  the  Mexicans  soldiers  Returned 
to  the  fort  I  than  thought  it  a  good  time  to  leave  my  place  of 
consealment  as  I  entered  the  prarie  I  saw  2  more  young  men  also 
leaving  the  swamp  I  soon  joined  them  and  we  made  the  best  of  our 
way  to  Genl  Houstons  camp  which  we  had  understood  was  at 
Tuscasrot  on  the  Colorado,  we  traveled  untill  tho  31st.  of  March 
with  out  eating  aney  thing,  but  wild  onions  on  that  day  we  Reached 
the  Guadaloupe  River  we  was  lying  on  the  Bank  of  the  River  when 
weighting  the  appoach  of  night  to  cross  the  stream  when  we  heard 
a  Rusling  in  the  Bushes  which  proved  to  be  an  old  sow  and  eight 
piggs.  seven  of  which  we  kild  we  Kindled  a  fire  and  Roasted  one 
of  them  which  we  feasted  on  by  this  time  night  came  on  and  we 
prepaired  to  cross  the  River  Each  man  with  his  2  pigs  on  his 
shoulder  we  traveled  3  or  4  days  when  our  provishions  gave  out 
and  we  were  again  obliged  to  Return  to  eating  onions  we  had 
nearly  reached  the  timber  of  the  Labaca  River  when  we  discovered 
3  horses  hid  in  the  Edge  of  the  prarie  we  were  affraid  to  procede 
not  noing  where  the  owners  of  the  horses  were  we  therefore  thought 
it  best  to  conceal  ourselves  untill  night  we  had  not  remained 
exceding  half  an  hour  when  2  Mexicans  the  owners  of  the  horses 
cam  in  we  were  with  in  30  or  40  yards  of  the  horses  we  supposed 
that  they  had  Seen  us  when  we  went  in  to  our  place  of  conseal- 
ment as  they  came  direct  to  us  and  took  Duval  and  myself  prisinors 
leaving  Holiday  concealed  who  they  did  not  proceive  in  his  place 
uf  concealment.  As  we  were  preceding  to  there  camp  about  40  or 
50  yards  Duvall  made  his  escape  and  Brooke  to  Run  and  was 
pursued  by  one  of  the  Mexicans  but  succeeded  in  making  his 
escape  the  other  Mexican  Remained  holding  me  with  one  hand 
and  a  Drawn  Knife  in  the  other  to  prevent  my  doing  the  same  as 
soon  as  the  other  Mexican  returned  thay  proceded  with  me  to 
their  camp  when  they  immediatly  sadled  their  horses  they  held  a 
consultation  which  I  did  not  understand  thay  than  mounted  their 
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horses  and  Liberated  me  and  I  returned  where  I  left  Holida  and 
found  him  in  the  same  place  after  hunting  for  Duvall  who  we 
never  saw  after  he  run  off  we  than  returned  to  the  camp,  the 
Mexicans  had  left  where  we  remained  all  night,  the  next  day  we 
continued  our  journey  and  came  to  a  deserted  house  we  remained 
their  2  days  we  than  proceded  to  the  colarado  where  Holida  lift  me 
on  account  of  my  not  being  able  to  swim  the  river  I  than  proceded 
up  the  river  untill  I  found  a  canoe  in  which  I  crosed  the  river  I 
proceded  on  my  way  to  the  Brasos  and  was  the  next  day  taken 
prisinor  by  the  advance  guard  of  the  Mexican  army  and  caried 
into  camp  at  Fort  Bend  on  the  Brasos  River  whire  I  remained 
untill  after  the  Batle  of  San  Jacinto  when  the  mexicans  army 
retreated  I  was  caried  on  to  Mexico  with  Genl.  Fillisola  where  we 
arrived  some  time  in  August  1836  where  I  remained  untill  the 
28  of  March  1837,  when  I  was  Braught  to  Matamoras  with  Genl 
Fillisola  where  I  was  liberated  on  the  17th.  of  June  1837.  and  on 
the  Ist.  of  July  I  left  for  new  Orleans  where  I  arrived  on  the  11th. 
of  the  Same  month 

S.  T.  Brown 

[Endorsed] 
Letter  of 
P.  T.  Brown 
27  March  1838 

No.  649 

[c  1837 f,  M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON].     ** BATTLE  OF  THE 
MISSION    [REFUGIO]'' 

BATTLE  OF  THE  MISSION 

Given  me  by  Samuel  T,  Brown 

Samuel  T.  Brown,  not  quite  17  years  old  was  a  member  of  Col. 
Ward's  battalion — from  Macon  georgia — He  was  with  Ward  in  the 
fight  at  the  Mission — 

King  obtained  permission  of  Fannin  to  repair  to  Refugio — he  was 
there  attacked  by  the  Mexicans,  about  50  or  sixty,  not  much  dam- 
age done  on  either  side,  he  sent  an  express  to  Col  Fannin  for  aid; 
it  was  sent.  Col.  Ward  went,  leaving  the  fort  of  Goliad  on  the  12 
March  1836  with  125  men.  reached  the  Mission  on  the  evening  of 
the  next  day  &  found  3  or  4  hundred  Mexicans  encamped  about  a 
mile  of  the  [Mi]ssion.  That  night  Capt.  Tickner  of  Montg[o]m[er]y 
[vol]unteered  with  some  20  under  him  to  go  and  attack  them;  fired 
on  them  several  rounds,  killing  Eight  &  putting  them  to  route,  with- 
out the  Mexicans  even  returning  the  fire — Next  morning  a  diflBculty 
ensued  between  Capt.  King  &  Col.  Ward  as  to  which  was  entitled 
to  the  Command,  King  insisting  on  it  as  he  was  the  person  first 
deputed  on  the  expedition  &  that  Ward  had  been  sent  not  to  superced 
him  but  to  aid  him  only.  Ward  on  the  other  hand  insisted  on  the 
command  by  virtue  of  his  rank  he  being  Lieut.  Col.  &  King  only  Capt., 
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This  difficulty  occasioned  the  two  officers  to  separate.  King  with- 
drew with  hig  men  taking  with  his  also  Capt.  Bradford  &  his  men  20 
in  number  who  had  come  to  the  Mission  with  Ward — King  went 
to  a  farm  eight  miles  from  the  Mission ;  shortly  after  his  leaving  the 
Mission,  a  battle  was  fought  by  Col.  Ward — ^Ward  was  attacked  by 
Eleven  hundred  of  the  Enemy.  (King  left  the  Mission  very  early  in 
the  morning;  directly  he  left  Ward  endeavored  to  bring  the  Mexi- 
cans 300  strong  into  an  engagemt  in  the  open  prarary  They  refused, 
retreated  as  Ward  advanced;  Ward's  men  about  110,  w^ere  infantry, 
the  Mexican  force  was  cavalrj'-,  hence  they  could  avoid  a  fight  by 
keeping  out  of  the  way — Shortly  after  King  left  the  Mission,  and 
after  Ward's  ineffectual  attempts  to  bring  on  an  engagement,  the 
enemy  reed,  reinforcemts  making  their  numbers  about  Eleven  hun- 
dred. They  now  attacked  Ward  who  had  previously  retired  into  the 
Mi&sion.  The  Enemy  Charged  the  Mission;  it  was  about  10  oclk  in 
the  morning — ^Ward's  men  fired  not  until  the  enemy  came  up  in  50 
yds  of  the  Church  when  they  opened  a  most  destructive  fire;  the 
enemy  fell  back,  but  continued  to  return  the  Texan's  fire  but  at  too 
great  distance  to  do  any  damage — In  this  way  they  kept  fighting  for 
some  time  when  they  made  an  [other]  charge  infantry  &  cavalry, 
(the  latter  on  the  right)  w  [here]  they  shared  the  same  fate  of  their 
charge — They  retreated  out  of  gun  shot  but  still  keep  shooting  with- 
out effect.  They  opened  their  artillery  on  the  Church  first  with  grape 
shot,  then  with  Balls,  but  doing  no  injury,  either  to  the  Texans  or  to 
the  walls  of  the  Church.  In  this  way  they  kept  up  the  fight  (mak- 
ing in  all  four  distinct  &  separate  Charges  on  the  Mission.)  until 
about  4  oclk  in  the  evening,  when  they  at  the  distance  of  more  than 
half  a  mile  surrounded  the  Church  with  camp  fires — 

After  the  close  of  the  fight,  King  who  had  gone  8  miles  off  to  a 
farm  was  now  on  his  return  and  was  intercepted  by  the  enemy  about 
5  oclk,  (directly  after  Ward's  battle)  and  was  destroyed — the  Mexi- 
cans made  a  desperate  charge  on  them  and  at  a  single  blow  almost 
destroyed  every  one,  with  the  exception  of  one  individual  whose  name 
is  not  remembered,  who  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  but  made  his 
escape  and  brought  the  sad  tidings  to  Ward  in  the  Mission. 

Directly  after  the  first  charge  of  the  enemy  on  the  Mission,  Ward 
discovering  &  dreading  the  inequality  betwen  his  force  &  that  of  the 
enemy,  he  despatched  a  courier  to  Fannin,  asking  for  reinforce- 
ments and  also  for  a  supply  of  ammunition,  for  his  was  failing, — 
The  Courier  delivered  the  dispatch  to  Fannin,  who  sent  the  same 
Courier  back  with  the  reply,  that  Ward  must  retreat  that  night  from 
the  Mission  &  join  him  at  Goliad,  for  that  he  himself  was  agoing  to 
retreat  from  this  post  in  consequence  of  an  order  to  that  effect  from 
Genl.  Houston — The  Messenger  bearing  this  reply,  was  intercepted 
on  [his]  return  made  prisoner  by  the  Mexicans  &  murder  [ed]  The 
dispatch  was  broken  open  &  read  by  the  Mexicans  and  then  by  them 
sent  to  Ward.  He  reed,  it  about  11  oclk  at  night  on  the  same  day 
(14  March) — He  was  thus  surrounded  in  the  Church,  destitute  of 
provisions  &  water  and  their  ammunition  almost  exhausted.  A  coun- 
cil of  war  was  immediately  called,  and  it  determined  that  they  should 
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forthwith  retreat  &  make  for  Victoria — They  left  the  Mission  in  one 
hour  after  receiving  the  dispatch  (12  or  1  oclk  at  night) — Nothing 
occurred  in  the  retreat  until  they  reached  Victoria  on  the  21  March; 
found  it  in  possession  of  the  Mexicans  the  same  they  had  fought  at 
the  Mission,  who  had  got  to  Victoria  first  a  head  and  in  consequence 
made  towards  Dimits  Landing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lavaca — Before 
reaehinpr  Dimits  they  halted  in  the  eving  of  the  22nd.  in  a  little 
island  of  trees  to  Kill  a  beef  &  refresh  themselves.  Suddenly  they 
were  surrounded  by  the  Mexicans — Urea  who  commanded,  advanced 
accompanied  by  an  American  who  had  been  taken  prisoner;  when 
they  got  in  speaking  distance  this  prisoner  called  to  Ward  &  said 
that  Genl.  Urea  who  was  with  him  bade  him  to  say  to  Col.  Ward 
that  he  desired  a  personal  interview.  Ward  accordingly  went  to 
the  prisoner  who  was  one  of  Wards  own  men,  (his  name  was  Welsh) 
&  met  Genl.  Urea.  Welsh  when  he  first  hailed  Ward  told  him  the 
object  of  Urea's  wish  to  see  him  which  was  to  say  to  him  that  if  he 
Ward  would  not  fire  upon  them,  but  surrender  without  battle,  he  & 
his  men  should  be  shipped  from  Copano  to  New  Orleans,  or  be  re- 
tained &  treated  as  prisoners  until  an  exchange  should  be  eflPected — • 
On  hearing  this  Ward  went  &  met  Urea,  who  renewed  the  proposi- 
tion in  person  which  the  prisoner,  intrepeter,  had  first  made.  Ward 
made  no  reply,  but  said  [he]  must  have  some  thing  to  deliberate;  He 
accor[din]gly  returned  to  his  men  &  told  the  proposition  which  Urea 
had  made  &  which  they  had  all  already  heard  from  Welsh ;  A  council 
was  called;  they  all  determined  to  surrender  because  of  their  want 
of  ammunition;  except  Ward  (&  Tickner)  who  insisted  on  fighting 
and  selling  their  lives  at  as  high  a  prise  as  possible;  he  told  when 
when  [sic]  they  were  on  the  eve  of  surrendering  **boys,  said  he,  I 
have  no  faith  in  the  Mexicans,  and  if  evil  betide  you  in  this  measure 
my  conscince  will  be  clear,  you  cannot  say  I  did  it — He  addressed 
them  in  a  speech  &  thought  it  possible  at  night  to  force  the  lines  of 
the  enemy  and  make  their  escape.  Capt.  Tickner  also  opposed  sur- 
render &  urged  the  Course  of  Col.  W — 

They  marched  out  save  up  arms  &  C,  and  were  put  under  guard  as 
prisoners  of  war — And  next  day  marched  to  Victoria,  thence  to  La- 
bahia  wh'^h  they  reached  on  the  26th  March.  On  arriving  there,  they 
found  Col  Fannin  &  his  men  all  prisoners — Ward  had  been  informed 
of  Fannin's  surrender  by  Urea  who  metioned  the  fact  as  an  addi- 
tional inducement  for  Ward  to  do  the  same — 

MASSACRE  OF  GOLIAD 

On  the  very  next  day  27th  March  about  sunrise,  they  were  all 
ordered  out  to  be  shot.  (A  few  only  being  spared  as  Surgeons  and 
Carpenters  whose  services  the  enemy  needed) 
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No.  650 

1838  Jan.  i,  J.  W.  J.  NILES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

New  Orleans,  Jany.  1.  1838. 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  seen  &  made  to  Mr  Cox  the  proposition  you  thought  he 
would  accede  to. — ^He  appears  undecided  &  says  he  shall  go  on  &  con- 
fer with  you — ^my  Printig  Materials  will  be  shipped  shortly — con- 
•istg  of  I  think  4  Presses — ^the  requisite  quantity  of  type — paper  &c. 
— I  shall  also  I  think  buy  a  Lithographic  Establishment  &  Book  Bindi-s. 
I  shall  be  prepared  for  every  &  any  description  of  work  &  am  de- 
termined none  shall  under  hid  me  in  prices  for  work. — Mr  C.  thinks 
some  of  establishing  another  paper  in  H.  I  would  not  throw  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  but  have  assured  him  it  must  be  a  losing  con- 
cern I  shall  issue  a  large  sheet  &  fill  it  in  part  with  the  Laws  which 
I  shall  have  in  type — thereby  serving  the  expense  of  composition — 
I  am  determined  to  do  the  paper  &  my  patrons  justice — let  the  ex- 
pense be  ever  so  much —  Li  haste 

Yours  truly — 

J.  W.  J.  NILES 

[Addr^sed]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Ex.  Letter  of  J.  W.  J.  Niles 

M.  B.  Lamar  New  Orleans  Jany.  1st. 

Vice  President  of  the  1838 

Republic  of  Texas 
Houston' 

No.  651 

1838  Jan.  1,  R.  M.  CHAPMAN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Pittsfield  Mass.  Jan  1st.   '38 
Sir 

I  trust  that  the  nature  of  the  few  inqoiiries,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
addressing  to  your  excellency,  will  excuse  to  you  that  liberty. 

I  address  them  to  your  excellency,  because  equally  a  stranger  to  all 
the  distinguished  men  of  Texas,  I  hear  of  you,  that  you  are  not  only 
easily  accessible,  and  ready  to  oblige  those  who  ask  your  counsel, 
but  that  you  are  a  scholar,  and  still  devoted  to  letters.  Possessing 
learning  you  cannot  fail  to  be  a  patron  of  schools. 

I  purpose  removing  to  Texas  and  establishing  there  a  school  for 
instruction  in  the  classics  and  higher  branches  of  English.  Is  there 
demand  for  such  an  institution  in  Texas?  Would  I  there  be  recom- 
pensed for  the  relinquishment  of  a  flourishing  and  profitable  busi- 
ness here? 

Of  myself  it  will  be  enough  to  say  that  I  am  at  present  and  have 
long  been  at  the  head  of  a  boarding  school  for  boys,  of  no  small 
reputation :  and  that  when  necessary,  I  can  produce  testimonials  from 
j?entlemen  of  high  standing  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States. 
I  would  carry  to  Texas  no  prejudices  against  her  institutions,  for 
I  am  by  birth,  and  in  feeling  a  southerner — a  Virginian.     After  a 
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long  absence  I  wish  to  return  to  the  South  and  spend  there  my  life. 
Would  not  such  an  institution  as  I  propose,  be  an  object  of  national 
benefit  to  your  young  Republic?  Would  I  not,  if  my  duty  be  well 
discharged,  more  than  repay  you  for  the  personal  gratification  of 
living  amon^  those  whom  I  am  most  ready  to  call  my  countrymen  t 
By  giving  to  these  inquiries  a  reply  as  early  as  the  numerous  calls 
u»pon  yout  excellency's  time  will  admit,  your  excellency  will  greatly 
oblige  one  who  will  be  grateful.    I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect 
Your  sev'nt 

R.  M  CHAPMAN 
His  Excellency 
Vice  President  Lamar. 

[Endorsed] 
R.  M.  Chapman 
Pittsfield  Mass.  1  Jan 

1838 
Respecting  Schools  &c 

No.  652 

1838  Jan.  ^,  JOHN  H.  BROADNAX,  MUSKOGEE  BLUFF, 

FERRY  LAKE,  [TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONA- 

PARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

His  own  desire  to  obtain  an  appointment  as  government  surveyor; 
his  intention  of  visiting  Lamar  while  in  Georgia  frustrated  by  call 
to  campaign  against  hostile  Creeks;  other  Georgian  colonists  to  come; 
the  names  of  his  colonists ;  personal  plans.    A.  L.  S.  2  p. 

No.  653 

1838  Jan.  2,  JOHN  N.  SEGUIN,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA], 

TO   M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Sending  papers  {gazetas)  containing  news  of  conditions  in  Mexico 
and  in  [the  United  States?];  his  own  health  and  plans;  renewal 
of  the  Mexican  war  in  Texas  imminent.    A.  L.  S.  1  p. 

No.  654 

1838  Jan.  2,  CHARLES  MASON,  WAR  DEPARTMENT,  [HOUS- 

TON,  TEXAS] 

Certificate  in  regard  to  the  discharge  of  John  McLaughlin  from 
Captain  James  Wiehl's  company.    A.  D.  S.    1  p. 

No.  655 

1838  Jan.  2,  CHA[RLE]S  I.  CLARKE,  HOUSTON,  {TEXAS] 

Certificate  regarding  the  discharge  of  John  McLaughlin  from  Cap- 
tain Wiehl*s  company.    A.  D.  S".    1  p. 
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No.  656 

1838  Jem.  5,  SENATE,  [HOUSTON].   '*A  BILL,  TO  ESTABLISH 
A  'NATIONAL  BANK  OF  TEXAS''*" 

Senate,  250.)  {  Telegraph  press 

A  BILL  (     Jan,  5th,  1838. 

To  establish  a  ''National  Bank  of  Texas," 

Whereas,  it  is  deemed  highly  important  to  provide  for  the  safe 
and  profitable  investment  of  such  ptiblic  funds  as  may  now  or  here- 
after be  in  the  possession  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  as  well  as  to  secure 
to  the  people  the  benefit  of  an  extended  and  safe  currency. 

SECTION  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  Texas  in  Congress  assembled,  That  a  bank  shall  be, 
and  is  hereby  established,  in  the  name  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  repub- 
lic of  Texas,  to  be  known  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  **  National 
Bank  of  Texas,'*  and  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  republic  are  hereby 
pledged  for  the  support  of  said  bank,  as  to  supply  any  deficiencies  in 
the  funds  hereinafter  specifically  pledged,  and  to  give  indemnity  for 
all  losses  arising  from  such  deficiency. 

SECTION  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  the  funds  arising 
from  imposts,  all  the  capitation  taxes,  and  excises  imposed  by  con- 
gress, all  the  money's  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  as 
well  as  the  proceeds  of  the  mines  of  this  republic  of  every  description, 
and  all  the  coins  to  be  uttered  from  the  mint  or  mints  when  estab- 
lished, shall  form,  compose  and  constitute  a  part  of  the  capital  stock 
of  said  bank,  which  is  limited  **  millions  of  dollars. 

SECTION  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  the  monies  which 
may  arise  from  escheats,  or  any  source  of  public  revenue,  shall  form 
a  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank,  until  the  amount  invested 
herein,  shall  reach  the  limit  of  capital  stock  of  said  bank,  when  con- 
gress may  give  such  direction  to  the  surplus,  as  in  their  wisdom  may 
be  deemed  best  for  the  public  good. 

SECTION  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  should  the  moneys 
hereby  appropriated  and  set  apart  as  a  capital  stock  of  said  **  National 
Bank  of  Texas/'  not  supply  the  amount  hereby  subscribed,  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  of  the  republic  and  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  to  issue  national  stock,  redeemable  in  twenty  years,  to 
the  amount  of  millions  of  dollars,  in  bonds  of  one  thousand 

dollars  each,  bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding  per  centum  per 

annum,  payable  half  yearly,  at  the  point  designated  by  the  parties 
to  the  contract ;  the  said  stock  when  so  issued  and  disposed  of  by  an 
agent  under  the  instruction  of  the  president  of  this  republic,  to  be 
m  aid  of  the  capital  of  said  bank.  And  said  agent  shall  offer  said 
stock  in  the  market  where  a  ready  sale  can  be  made  upon  the  most 
advantageous  terms,  and  congress  shall  make  such  allowance  by  way 

"Printe<jl. 
'  "This  blank  and  all  subsequent  ones  were  left  In  the  original  to  be  filled 
in  as  Congress  saw  fit. 
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of  appropriation  for  his  services  as  the  nature  of  the  ease  may  re- 
quire. And  all  the  resources  of  the  republic  are  hereby  pledged  for 
the  regular  payment  of  said  interest  in  gold  and  silver,  in  time  and 
manner  as  aforesaid,  and  for  the  faithful  redemption  of  the  bonds 
of  the  republic  at  maturity,  according  to  their  time,  tenor  and  effect, 
as  well  as  the  good  faith  and  credit  of  the  republic,  in  any  case  of  de- 
ficiency of  the  said  public  funds. 

SECTION  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  following  powers^ 
rules,  conditions,  limitations  and  restrictions,  shall  be  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  said  bank,  to  wit: 

First,  The  president  and  directors  shall  have  power  to  elect  and 
remove  the  cashier,  as  well  as  all  such  officers,  clerks  and  servants 
under  them,  as  may  be  necessary  for  executing  the  business  of  said 
corporation. 

Second,  They  shall  receive  money  on  deposit,  and  pay  away  the 
same  to  order,  free  of  expense ;  deal  in  bills  of  exchange,  both  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  discount  notes  made  payable  and  negotiable  at 
said  bank,  with  such  securities  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  a 
majority  of  the  board,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  per 

centum  per  annum. 

Third,  The  total  amount  of  the  debts  which  said  corporation  shall  at 
any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  note,  bill  or  contract,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed twice  the  amount  of  the  capital,  (saving  and  excepting  the 
private  deposites,  upon  which  the  bank  may  be  allowed  to  issue,  one 
dollar  and  a  half  for  the  dollar  so  deposited,)  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  bank,  to  keep  strictly 
within  the  limits  here  designated.  And  should  any  director  or  di- 
rectors v<0te  for  the  extension  beyond  the  bounds  hereby  affixed^ 
he  or  they  shall  be  discharged  from  his  or  their  seats  at  the  board. 

Fourth,  Upon  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  executive  shall  nominate 
a  president  and  twelve  directors,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
senate,  to  manage  and  conduct  the  business  of  the  said  bank,  whose 
office  shall  continue  for  one  year,  or  until  their  successors  shall  be 
duly  nominated  and  confirmed ;  and  all  future  elections  shall  be  made 
in  the  same  manner  and  form. 

Fifth,  In  case  any  vacancy,  occasioned  by  death,  resignation  or  re- 
moval, of  any  director  out  of  the  republic,  the  executive  shall  fill  such 
vacancy,  and  the  director  or  directors  so  appointed  shall  hold  their 
office  during  the  unexpired  term  of  their  immediate  predecessor  or 
predecessors,  so  dying,  resigning  or  removing  out  of  the  republic. 

Sixth,  In  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  removal  of  the  president 
of  the  board  of  directors  from  the  republic,  (unless  such  removal  be 
temporary  and  upon  leave  of  absence,)  the  executive  shall  appoint  a 
president  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  report  his  nomination  to  the  senate 
at  their  next  ensuing  congress,  when  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled,  in 
the  manner  heretofore  designated. 

Seventh,  None  but  a  citizen  of  this  republic  shall  hold  any  office 
in  said  bank,  and  no  citizen  holding  an  office  of  profit  or  emolument 
under  the  government,  shall  be  eligible  to  be  president,  director  or 
cashier  of  said  bank. 
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Eighth,  a  majority  of  the  directors  with  the  president,  or  his  ap- 
pointed pro  tem.,  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business. 

Ninth,  The  directors  shall  keep  fair  and  regular  entries  of  their 
proceedings,  in  well  bound  books  to  be  procured  for  that  purpose, 
and  on  any  question,  when  a  director  shall  require  it,  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  directors  shall  be  inserted  on  the  minutes  of  the  board, 
and  those  minutes  shall  be  opened,  together  with  all  other  papers  and 
books  of  the  bank,  to  the  inspection  of  commissioners  or  a  committee 
of  congress,  whenever  required  for  examination. 

Tenth,  Every  president  and  cashier  before  he  enters  upon  the 
execution  of  his  duties,  shall  give  bond  with  such  security  as  the 
directors  may  require,  in  sums  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  their  good  behavior 
and  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  several  duties ;  and  the  tellers  and 
clerks  shall  give  a  like  bond  in  a  sum  not  less  than  ten  or  more  than 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Eleventh,  The  president,  directors,  cashier  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  bank,  shall  take  the  following  oath  before  entering  upon  their 
duties  of  their  respective  ofiSces:  **I  do  solemnly  swear, 

that  I  will  faithfully  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  me  as 
of  the  national  bank  of  Texas,  so  help  me  God/' 

Twelfth,  This  bank  is  hereby  enacted  and  made  a  corporation  and 
body  politic,  by  the  name  and  style  of  **The  President  and  Directors 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Texas,"  and  shall  so  continue  for  twenty 
years  from  the  passage  of  this  act;  and  by  that  name  shall  be,  and 
is  hereby  made  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended 
in  courts  of  record,  or  any  other  place  whatsoever ;  and  also  to  make, 
have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew 
at  their  pleasure;  and  also  to  ordain,  establish  and  put  in  execution 
such  bye-laws,  ordinances  and  regulations,  as  may  be  necessary  and 
convenient  for  the  government  of  said  corporation,  not  being  con- 
trary to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  republic. 

Thirteenth,  The  president  and  directrs  shall  have  power  to  issue 
notes,  signed  by  the  president  and  countersigned  by  the  cashier,  not 
under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  in  behalf  of  said  corporation 
for  such  sums,  (under  the  restriction  aforesaid,)  and  with  such 
devices  as  they  may  deem  most  expedient  and  safe. 

SEOTiON  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  bills  obligatory, 
and  of  credit,  under  the  seal  of  said  corporation,  which  shall  be  made 
to  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be  assignable  by  indorsement  there- 
upon, under  the  hands  of  such  person  or  persons,  and  of  his,  her,  or 
their  assignee  or  asignees,  and  so  as  absolutely  to  tranfer  and  vest  the 
property  thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  assignees,  successively; 
and  to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees,  to  bring  and  maintain  an 
action  thereupon,  in  his,  her  or  their  own  name  or  names.  And  bills 
or  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  said  corporation,  signed  by 
the  president  and  countersigned  by  the  cashier  thereof,  promissing 
the  payment  of  money  to  any  person,  his,  her  or  their  due,  or  to 
bearer,  though  not  under  seal  of  said  corporation,  shall  be  binding  arid 
obligatory  upon  the  same  in  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  force  and 
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effect,  as  upon  any  private  person  or  persons,  if  issued  by  him,  her 
or  them,  in  his,  or  the  private  natural  capacity  or  capacities,  and 
shall  be  assignable  and  negotiable  in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  so 
issued  by  such  private  person  or  persons,  that  is  to  say,  those  which 
are  or  shall  be  payable  to  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her  or  their 
order,  shall  be  assignable  by  indorsement,  in  like  manner  and  with 
the  like  effect  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange  now  are ;  and  those  which 
are  or  shall  be  payable  to  bearer,  shall  be  negotiable  and  assignable 
by  delivery  only :  Provided,  that  all  bills  or  notes  issued  by  said  bank, 
shall  be  payable  on  demand  in  specie  at  the  principal  bank. 

SECTION  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  director,  oflScer, 
clerk,  or  servant  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  concerned,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  practice  of  advancing  or  loaning  out 
moneys,  at  an  illegal  rate  of  interest,  whether  the  same  be  done  and 
eflfected  under  the  form  of  a  purchase  or  exchange  of  notes,  accept- 
ances, due-bills,  checks  on  banks,  acknowledgments,  or  in  any  other 
way  or  manner  whatsoever ;  and  every  such  director,  officer,  clerk  or 
servant  of  this  bank,  who  shall  be  concerned  as  aforesaid,  in  any  such 
practices,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  usual  penalties  imposed  by  law, 
forfeit  and  pay  for  each  oflfenee,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  republic, 
one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  uses  of 
the  republic ;  and  to  be  levied  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  and  houses, 
lands,  tenements,  and  other  hereditaments,  and  real  estates  of  the 
person  or  persons  so  offending,  if  any,  he  or  they  shall  have. 

:ECTioN  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  President  and  Directors  to  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury at  least  four  weeks  before  the  commencement  of  every  session 
of  Congress,  statements  of  the  amount  of  capital  stock  of  said  cor- 
poration, and  of  the  debts  due  to  the  same;  of  the  moneys  depsited 
therein,  of  the  notes  in  circulation,  and  of  the  cash  on  hand,  together 
with  all  other  property  of  said  Bank,  both  real  and  personal ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  the  same 
in  his  annual  communication  to  Congress.  And  Congress  shall  have 
a  right  to  inspect  such  accounts  in  the  books  of  the  Bank  as  shall 
relate  to  the  said  statement;  and  shall  whenever  it  may  be  deemed 
necessary,  appoint  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
for  that  purpose,  with  full  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
And  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  books  of  the  Bank  as  often  as  he 
may  please;  and  it  shall  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  his  duty  faith- 
fully to  report  all  and  every  violation  of  the  fundamental  rules  of 
this  corporation  to  Congress :  Provided  however,  That  nothing  in  this 
clause  shall  imply  a  right  of  inspecting  the  account  of  any  private 
individual  or  individuals,  or  any  body  politic  or  corporate  with  the 
Bank. 

SECTION  9.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bills  or  notes  of 
the  said  corporation  originally  made  payable,  or  which  shall  have 
become  payable,  on  demand  in  gold  or  silver  coiu,  shall  be  received 
at  the  Treasury  of  this  Republic,  and  by  all  tax  collectors  and  other 
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public  officers,  in  all  payments  for  taxes  or  other  moneys  due  t(^  t^e 
Republic. 

SECTION-  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the .  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  transfer  to  the  Bank 
on  account  of  capital,  all  sums  which  may  be  received  in  the  course 
of  the  preceding  years  on  the  day  of  ,  and 

remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  day  of  ,  in  each 

and  every  year.  A  majority  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular 
meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  National  Bank  of  Texas,  may  spus- 
pend  any  director  with  a  view  to  his  expulsion,  and  any  member  may 
be  expelled  at  a  meeting  of  a  board  of  directors  specially  convened 
by  the  President  for  that  purpose  as  soon  after  such  suspension  takes 
place  as  may  be  practicable ;  but  such  expulsion  shall  not  be  made  by 
a  majority  of  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  directors. 

SECTION  11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  be  furnished  as  often  as  he  may  require,  not  exceeding  once 
a  month,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Bank,  and  of  the  debts  due  to  the  same;  of  the  moneys  deposited 
therein;  of  the  notes  in  circulation;  and  of  the  cash  on  hand;  and 
shall.  Tinder  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  have  the  right  to  inspect  all 
the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Bank:  Provided,  This  act  shall  not  be 
construed  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting  the  accounts  of  any  private 
individual  or  individuals  with  the  Bank.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an  annual  report  to  Congress 
on  the  subject  of  the  Bank;  and  if  in  his  opinion  the  transactions 
of  the  Bank,  or  any  particular  circumstance  relating  thereto,  shall 
require  it,  he  shall  apply  to  Congress  for  a  select  committee,  who 
shall,  under  a  like  injunction  of  secrecy,  take  into  consideration  any 
matters  relating  to  said  Bank,  submitted  to  them  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  report  thereon  at  their  discretion  to  Congress. 

SECTION  12.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  be  indebted  to  said  corporation  as  maker  or  endorser  of  any  note, 
bill,  or  bond,  expressly  made  negotiable  and  payable  at  said  Bank, 
and  shall  delay  payment  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  Bank,  after  having  given  thirty  days'  notice  thereof,  to  move 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  county  where  said  Bank  may  be  established, 
on  producing  to  said  court  before  whom  the  motion  is  made  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  President  of  the  Bank  that  the  debt  is  really  and 
bona  fide  the  property  of  said  Bank,  for  judgment : — and  all  debts 
due  by  said  Bank,  by  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  otherwise,  to  any  in- 
dividual or  body  corporate,  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  like 
manner. 

SECTION  13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  President,  director, 
cashier  or  other  official  of  the  Bank,  shall  embezzle  or  fraudently  con- 
vert to  his  own  use,  any  sum  of  money,  bank  note,  bill  of  exchange, 
Aeck,  bond,  or  other  security,  placed  under  his  care  or  management, 
by  virtue  of  his  office  or  place  aforesaid,  the  person  so  offending,  his 
aiders,  abetters,  and  counsellors,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be 
judged  guilty  of  felony,  and  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  the 
public  jail  of  the  county  in  which  the  offense  has  been  committed,  for 
4  term  not  less  than  twelve  months,  and  there  remain  until  he  or  they 
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shall  make  good  all  damages  which  the  Bank  may  have  sustained  by  his 
of  their  misconduct,  and  be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  jury  trying 
the  said  offence,  and  shall  forever  thereafter  be  disqualified  from 
holding  any  ofiice  of  profit  or  trust  in  this  Republic,  and  shall  more- 
over be  liable  for  the  sum  so  embezzled. 

SECTION  14.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Bank  established  by 
this  Act  shall  be  located  in  the  city  of  Houston,  or  at  any  other 
point  where  the  seat  of  Government  may  be  located.  The  branches 
to  be  hereafter  established  at  such  points  as  Congress  may  select. 

SECTION  15.    Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  said  Bank  may  issue  post-notes  bearing  an  interest  of 
per  centum  per  annum,  and  not  to  run  exceeding  twelve  months,  and 
said  notes  shall  be  paid  in  specie  when  the  time  of  payment  shall 
arrive. 

SECTION  16.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  re- 
QTiired  to  pay  over  to  the  said  Bank  the  revenue  and  public  dues, 
and  the  same  shall  remain  subject  in  the  said  Bank  to  the  checks  af  the 
said  Secretary  o^  the  Treasury,  for  the  payment  of  all  demands  against 
the  Government,  provided  for  by  law. 

SECTION  17.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  compensation  to  be 
allowed  the  Cashier  and  other  oflScers  and  servants  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Texas,  shall  be  fixed  by  Congress:  Provided,  That  no  €xtra 
allowance  shall  be  made  by  the  Directors  to  the  Cashier,  clerk,  or 
teller,  unless  the  Cashier  be  required  to  live  in  or  adjoining  the  bank- 
ing house,  in  which  event  rent  may  be  allowed  him  by  the  board 
according  to  their  discretion. 

SECTION  18.     Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  issue 
certificates  of  stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable 

semi-annually  at  the  National  Bank  of  Texas,  or  at  such  other  place 
as  may  be  agreed  on,  redeemable  at  the  expiration  of  or 

at  any  time  thereafter  the  Republic  may  choose,  and  sell  said  stock 
for  cash,  provided  the  same  can  be  disposed  of  at  par,  and  the  sum 
so  to  be  realized  shall  be  added  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  Bank 
ot  thr  Republic  of  Texes. 

SECTION  19.  Be  is  further  enacted.  That  the  regular  and  punctual 
payment  of  the  interest  semi-annually,  and  the  ultimate  redemption 
of  said  stock,  all  the  revenue  of  the  Republic  is  hereby  pledged  and 
in  case  of  any  deficiency  the  faith  of  the  Republic  is  hereby  solemnly 
pledged  to  provide  such  additional  means  as  may  be  necessary. 

SECTION  20.  Bt  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  not  be  unlawful  for 
the  President  and  Directors  of  said  Bank  to  purchase  and  discount 
any  draft  or  bill  of  exchange  for  a  larger  amount  than  five  thousand 
dollars;  and  on  every  draft  or  bill  of  exchange  purchased  or  dis- 
counted by  the  said  Bank,  there  shall  be  at  least  two  responsible  en- 
dorsers, each  of  whom  shall  be  considered  good  for  the  amount  of 
such  draft  or  bill :  Provided  always,  That  no  individual  shall  at  any 
time  be  indebted  to  the  bank  as  -endorser  on  any  draft  or  bill  of  ex- 
change for  a  larger  amount  than 'five  thousand  dollars. 

SECTION  21.    Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
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shall  be  indebted  or  otherwise  liable  to  the  National  Bank  of  Texas, 
by  bill,  draft  or  any  other  instrument  for  the  payment  of  money,  as 
drawer,  acceptor  or  endorsee,  and  shall  delay  payment  thereof,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  Bank,  after  having  given  thirty 
days  notice  to  the  person  or  persons  so  indebted  to  move  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  county  where  said  Bank  is  established,  on  producing  to 
said  Court  before  whom  the  motion  is  made,  the  certificate  of  the 
President  of  the  Bank,  that  the  debt  is  bona  fide  the  property  of  the 
said  Bank,  for  judgment. 

SECTION  22.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  protest  of  a  notary 
public  of  an  inland  bill  of  exchange,  or  other  protestable  security, 
the  property  of  said  Bank,  setting  forth  a  demand,  refusal,  non-ac- 
ceptance, or  non-payment,  and  that  notice  thereof  was  given  either 
personal  or  otherwise,  to  the  parties  entitled  thereto,  shall  be  evidence 
of  such  facts :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  effect  the  reasonableness  or  suflBciency  of  such  demand,  re- 
fusal, non-acceptance  or  non-payment. 

SECTION  23.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  notice  left  at  the  usual 
place  of  residence  of  the  principal  in  such  case,  shall  be  good  and 
sufiScient  notice  in  all  cases  as  to  such  principal,  to  entitle  said  Bank 
to  recover  judgment  against  such  principal. 

[Endorsed] 
A  Bill, 
to 
establish  a  National 
Bank. 


No.  657 

1838  Jan.  6,  N.  W.  ELLIS,  SAN  AUGUSTINE,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU1    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

His  own  purchase  of  a  land  claim  originating  with  Jesse  Wood- 
bury; inquiry  regarding  Woodbury  and  the  prospect  of  securing 
employment  as  a  government  clerk.    A.  L.  S.  2  p. 

No.  658 

1838  Jan,  8,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Mobile  Jany  8th  1838 
My  dear  6enl. 

I  have  written  to  you  by  two  young  gentlemen  who  left  here  this 
fall  to  visit  Texas,  but  I  have  not  heard  a  syllable  from  you.  I  should 
not  have  known  that  you  ever  reached  the  country  in  safety  but  for 
the  return  of  Roberts,  who  brought  with  him  the  gratifying  intelli- 
gence that  you  were  safely  moved  and  in  good  condition.  I  was  re- 
joiced to  see  the  feeling  which  pervades  your  Senate  in  reference  to 
the  Presidential  election.  I  speak  the  common  sentiment  of  the 
South  when  I  tell  you  that  your  election  will  do  more  to  promote 
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the  interests  of  Texas  and  to  elevate  her  National  character  than  any 
other  event  which  has  marked  her  rising  glory — ^Tou  are  well  & 
favorably  known  in  this  country,  and  your  election  will  revise  Souihr 
em  feeling  and  restore  lost  confidence.  I  have  published  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  Senate  &  yourself  with  such  comments  as  the 
subject  called  for  and  have  handed  the  paper  to  Col.  Williams,  of 
Texas,  who  volunteered  to  say  to  me  that  he  thought -the  manner 
in  which  I  had  noticed  your  nomination  would  give  you  five-hundred 
votes — I  shall  be  rejoiced  to  learn  that  such  is  the  effect.  Col.  W.  is 
warmly  your  friend  &  expressed  his  gratification  at  your  nomination. 

6enl.  Hamilton  will  be  here  by  the  first  of  March  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  accompany  him  to  Texas,  to  remain  with  you,  if  it  be  neces- 
sary. I  have  written  to  Mr.  Biddle  upon  the  subject  of  your  financial 
affairs  to  ascertain  his  feelings  towards  the  country.  He  is  my  warm 
friend  and  will  speak  unreservedly  to  me.  I  wish  your  administration 
to  have  the  glory  of  placng  the  National  debt  and  finances  of  Texas. 
upon  the  same  footing  that  ours  were  previously  to  the  second  election 
of  Genl.  Jackson,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  no  man  ran  give  more  con- 
fidencce  to  your  credit  than  Mr.  Biddle  both  here  and  in  Europe. 

r  am  pleased  to  learn  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  an  invasion  from 
the  Mexicans.  If  our  government  has  any  spirit  those  savage  ma- 
rauders will  have  as  much  as  they  can  do  to  protect  their  own  shores. 
But  those  in  power  fear  another  contest  with  Great  Britain,  and  they 
are  now  quaking  for  the  consequences  of  the  intermeddling  of  our 
Citizens  with  the  affairs  of  Canada — so  that  between  the  Mexican 
complaints  on  the  South  and  the  Canadian  difficulties  on  the  North, 
our  government  will  hardly  be  able  to  steer  between  Sylla  &  Chary- 
[b]dis.  I  would  not  point  out  either  rock,  if  I  saw  the  ship  of  State 
about  to  run — not  to  pieces  of  course — ^fuU  upon  it.  A  war  between 
Great  Britain  &  America  would  be  worth  millions  to  Texas  by  ju- 
dicious management  on  the  part  of  your  government. 

Let  the  war  come,  as  it  must — ^but  let  Texas  recollect  the  advice 
which  Jupiter  gave  Phaeton  when  he  took  the  reins  of  the  Chariot 
of  the  Sun,  in  medio  tutissimus  ibis,  and  she  can  climb  into  the  first 
scale  of  Nations.  Do  write  to  me  if  possible  between  the  reception 
of  this  letter  &  the  first  of  March,  otherwise  I  shall  have  the  pleasure- 
of  hearing  from  you  in  person. 

Tour  sincere  friend,  W.  Jefferson  Jones 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  Letter  from  Jefferson  Jones 

Vice-President  Mobile  Jany  8 

of  Texas.  1838 

Col.  Williams) 

forwarded  by  yr.  friend  &  obt  St. 
Saml.  M  Williams 
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No.  659 

1838  Jan.  10,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

MDbile  Jany  10th  1838 
Dear  Lamar 

I  wrote  you  a  few  days  since*'  by  Col.  Williams  of  Texas,  and  fur- 
nished you  some  items  of  intelligence  which  had  not  probably  reached 
you  with  some  speculations  of  my  own  as  to  the  consequences  both 
to  this  country  &ad  your  own.  Since  then  more  decisive  action  has 
been  taken  by  the  Royal  Troops  of  Canada  &  the  most  alarming  dep- 
redations have  been  committed  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  our 
Citizens,  and  there  remains  but  little  doubt  that  out  of  a  fruitless 
negotiation  war  will  come  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain. 
Neutralty  is  your  position — ^You  owe  no  obligation  to  this  government 
and  non-interference  can  not  be  considered  ungrateful,  and  you  are 
therefore  in  a  more  enviable  position  than  that  in  which  this  coun- 
try stood  towards  France,  when  we  declined  to  join  her  against 
England. 

I  have  not  seen  that  any  thin^  has  yet  been  done  in  Congress- 
there  has  not  been  time — It  will  probably  call  forth  a  special  Message 
from  the  President — The  public  mind  both  here  &  in  England  is 
prepared  for  war — The  slavery  question  is  a  mania  in  England  and 
the  attempt  to  unite  Texas  with  a  view  to  strengthen  that  institution 
will  arouse  he  English  Naion  &  add  to  this  and  the  Canadian  difficul- 
ties the  embarrassments  of  the  times  and  you  may  be  able  to  predict 
the  result. 

Tour  government  is  hourly  increasing  its  favor  and  popularity 
with  the  American  people — Thousands  will  flock  to  your  country  in 
the  spring,  and  those  who  drink  of  your  waters  and  enjoy  the  luxuries 
of  your  delightful  climate  will  not  be  likely  to  return.  There  is  great 
satisfaction  expressed  here  at  the  prospect  of  your  election,  and 
Texas  is  the  favorite  theme  of  discourse  and  speculation  both  in  the 
Coffee  Houses  and  round  the  domestic  fireside — 

I  shall  certainly  be  over  in  the  spring  with  (Jenl.  Hamilton — as  I 
stated  to  you  in  my  other  letter — I  write  in  great  haste  and  must 
refer  you  to  Dr.  Roberts  for  local  intelligence. 
With  great  regard, 

Your  friend  truly, 
W.  Jefferson  Jones 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  Letter  of  Jefferson 
M.  B.  Lamar  Jones 

Vice  President  Mobile 

of  Texas.  January  10th  1838 
Dr.  Roberts.) 


••On  Jan.  8.  See  no.  658. 
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No.  660 

1838  Jan.  11,  B[RANCH]  T[ANNER]  ARCHER  AND  OTHERS, 
[VELASCO,  TEXAS] 

Invitation  to  the  anniversary  ball  on  Peb.  23,  at  the  **  Archer 
House.*'    Broadside. 

No.  661 
1838  Jan,  13,  S.  HOUSTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

City  of  Hooiston 
13th  Jany  1838 
Dear  General, 

If  it  is  possible  I  pray  that  you  may  soon  be  enabled,  to  come  to 
the  seat  of  Government.  It  is  very  important  for  me  to  leave  for 
the  East.  My  affairs  there,  are  going  to  wreck,  and  no  means  are 
resulting  to  replace,  or  repair  them. 

No  very  important  news  is  afloat  in  the  political  world,  since  the 
Message  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  the  course  taken,  by  the  Southern 
members  of  the  IT.  S.  relative  to  the  subject  of  abolition.  I  desire 
much  to  see  you  with  us. 

Truly  yr.  Friend 

Sam  Houston 
[rubric] 
Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  Letter  of  Genl. 

Brazoria  Houston 

Texas  Jany  13th  1838 

Majr.  Bennett 

No.  662 

1838  Jan.  15,  J.  P.  HENDERSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

London   England 

Jan.    15th  1838 
My  Dear  Genl 

Upon  learning  a  few  days  since  through  a  correspondent  in  the 
U  S  (no  one  Texas  [  ])  that  you  had  returned  to  Texas  I 

determined  to  inform  you  how  matters  stand  here ;  knowing  that  you 
as  well  as  your  friends  around  you  will  be  anxious  to  learn  how  we 
are  to  be  treated  by  this  Govt. 

Upon  my  arrival  I  was  received  as  the  Agent  of  Texas  to  this  Govt. 
My  first  object  was  to  explain  to  Lord  Palmerston  in  a  personal  con- 
ference the  object  of  my  Mission.  Immediately  after  which  I  ad- 
dressed a  written  communication  to  the  Cabinet  through  Lord  Pal- 
merston in  which  I  set  forth  fully  the  grounds  upon  which  Texas 
claims  recognition  of  this  &  other  Nations.  When  I  made  that  com- 
munication a  majority  of  the  Cabinet  were  absent  from  London.    They 
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met  about  the  15th  of  Nov.  I  waited  according  to  Lord  Palmerstons 
request  with  patience  until  about  the  20th  Ult. ;  during  which  time  I 
held  many  interviews  with  him  &  he  at  all  times  expressed  the  kindest 
feelings  on  the  part  of  this  Govt  for  Texas  About  the  time  alluded 
to  I  addressed  Lord  P —  a  note  enquiring  what  disposition  the  Govt 
had  made  of  my  proposition  To  which  he  gave  me  no  answer  until  I 
addressed  him  a  second  time  &  urged  more  strongly  a  decision  & 
answers;  he  as  I  had  anticipated  answered  my  last  by  requesting 
another  personal  conference,  which  I  wished  to  avoid  in  order  to  force 
from  him  a  written  answer  to  my  application  but  being  rather  deli- 
cately situated  I  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  yield  to  his  desire.  When 
I  met  him  he  said  to  me  that  the  Cabinet  were  not  prepared  to  give 
a  decisive  answer  at  that  time  and  asked  further  time  to  consider. 
I  of  course  urged  an  immediate  answer.  Lord  P —  then  intimated 
that  if  I  ur^ed  them  to  decide  at  that  time  they  would  be  compelled 
to  deny  my  request,  for  said  he  this  is  about  the  season  of  the  year 
when  Mexico  must  invade  Texas  if  she  dose  again  invade  her  &  that 
perhaps  a  few  months  might  not  make  much  difference  to  me.  I  took 
this  for  an  intimation  (as  it  certainly  was  intendended)  that  they 
would  recognize  in  the  spring  if  Mexico  made  no  move ;  and  I  said  that 
I  was  disappointed  in  my  expectations  but  that  I  would  wait  that 
event  with  patience  if  this  Govt  would  pledge  themselves  to  recognize 
mider  those  circumstances.  He  answered  that  he  could  not  undertake 
to  say  yea  or  nay  but  that  he  would  take  the  advice  of  the  Cabinet. 
He  did  so  &  when  I  next  saw  him  he  said  they  declined  binding  them- 
selves in  anticipation  of  coming  events  but  assured  me  they  would 
recognize  as  soon  as  they  could  do  so  in  justice  to  all  the  parties. 
Lord  P —  expressed  his  individual  confidence  in  Texas  &  intimated 
that  if  all  moved  well  this  Govt  would  soon  recognize.  I  am  disposed 
to  believe  that  they  have  other  reason  than  the  doubt  of  the  ability 
of  Texas  to  mantain  herself  or  I  think  they  fear  the  Opposition  who 
are  opposed  to  slavery  in  Texas.  I  shall  in  a  short  time  proceed  td 
Prance  leaving  things  here  with  Mcintosh.  I  anticipate  much  less 
difficulty  in  France  than  I  have  met  with  here.  You  can  judge  how 
much  of  the  above  is  confidential. 

Your  humble  servt  etc 
J  Pinkney  Henderson 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

His  Excellency  J  Pinkney  Henders(fti 

M.  B.  Lamar  Jany  15th  1838 

Brazoria  Tex  [as]  London  Official 
Care  of  J  Brent  Clarke 
N.  Orlean[s] 
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No.  663 

1838  JCM.  21,  H.  C.  PHELPS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Columbus  Georgia  Jaiiy  2l6t  1838 
Genl  M  B  Lamar 
Dear  Sir 
My  brother's  wife  Mrs  Sarah  V  Phelps  has  requested  me  to  write 
to  you  relative  to  a  house  &  lot  which  you  left  in  her  care.  Accord- 
ing to  your  written  instructions  she  has  contracted  a  sale  of  the  prop- 
erty to  William  I  Yonge  for  $350.  but  Yonge  will  not  pay  the  money 
till  he  gets  titles;  which  A  B  Davis  will  not  make  unless  the  money  is 
paid  into  his  hands.  There  seems  to  be  some  little  clashing  in  the 
different  clauses  of  your  instruction — Mr  Davis  taking  ground  for 
the  course  he  has  pursued  in  the  fore  part  or  body  of  those  instruc- 
tions, while  there  is  a  clause  added  at  the  bottom  authorizing  Mrs 
Phelps  to  receive  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  property. 
That  amt  will  not  be  suflScient  to  purchase  another  place,  and  she  is 
not  willing  tx)  add  any  money  of  her  own,  or  which  her  friends  might 
give  her,  to  enable  her  to  purchase  a  suitable  home,  without  the  titles 
can  be  made  and  secured  to  her  children,  which  Davis  will  not  permit 
as  the  matter  now  stands;  though  he  and  all  seem  to  think  that  you 
intended  the  property  as  a  donation  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Phelps  and 
the  children.  The  prejudice  and  cold  indifference  existing  always  be- 
tween the  poor  and  the  the  rich  will  prevent  any  thing  further  being 
done  till  more  explicit  instructions  from  you.  I  am  told  by  an  At- 
torney that  you  cannot  hold  property  in  this  country  in  your  own 
right  as  an  alien — Would  it  not  be  as  well  then  to  instruct  Davis  to 
make  the  necessary  titles  to  Mr  Yonge,  and  allow  Mrs  Phelps  to  re» 
ceive  the  money,  that  she  may  purchase  a  home  immediately  and  have 
it  secured  to  her  children.  Davis  might  be  instructed  to  take  titles 
in  his  name  in  trust  for  the  children  or  what  would  suit  Mrs  P  better,, 
the  titles  could  be  taken  in  mine  or  in  the  name  of  her  brother  John 
R  Mahone  Jr.  in  trust.  I  would  not  presume  to  dictate  any  course 
for  you  to  pursue,  nor  would  I  or  Mrs  Phelps  wish  you  to  do  any 
thing  contrary  to  your  wishes,  but  believing  that  you  intended  to  make 
a  gift  of  the  property,  have  thought  it  not  presumptions  to  make  the 
above  suggestions.  Yonge  has  given  bond  with  security  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  when  he  gets  the  necessary  titles.  Thus  you  see 
the  necessity  of  immediately  instructing  Davis  explicitly  what  to  do, 
and  your  early  attention  will  very  much  relieve  Mrs  P.  My  brother 
and  his  wife  are  now  separated  (parted)  and  I  trust  that  it  will  turn 
to  the  good  of  all.  He  is  living  with  me  since  the  separation,  abont 
a  mile  and  a  half  out  of  town,  where  I  have  a  few  acres — he  has  not 
touched  spirits  since,  works  regularly,  is  much  recruited  and  I  sin- 
cerely believe  he  is  a  reformed  man.  I  do  what  I  can  to  make  him 
comfortable  and  encourage  him,  also  his  family.  I  still  continhe  Mer- 
chandizing  in  Columbus  but  not  with  that  success  which  I  anticipated. 
Business  has  been  overdone  here,  and  the  great  crisis  has  brought  a 
host  of  troubles  upon  the  Commerce  of  the  Country — disastrous  in 
the  extreme.    I  am  almost  disposed  to  expatriate  myself  and  join  you- 
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in  your  own  beautiful  Texas,  which  I  would  not  wish  to  see  annexed 
to  this  Union,  except  for  the  addition  of  strength  to  the  South.    Judg- 
ing from  the  signs  of  the  times,  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  is  near 
at  hand,  or  at  any  rate  a  revolution. — -The  north  may  not  consent  for 
the  south  to  peacibly  secede,  and  then  comes  a  bloody  war  with  all 
its  horrors  growing  out  of  our  peculiar  relations  and  constitutions; 
and  finally  a  grand  consolidated  Monarchy  built  upon  the  ruins  of 
this  once  happy  repu[blic] — such  must  be  the  result — there  can  be 
no  after  a[         ]  and  the  weak  must  succumb  to  the  strong — ^what  a 
picture   for  an   American  patriot   to  look  upon — who  would  have 
thought,  a  few  years  ago  that  such  an  one  could  be  conjured  up  by 
the  most  distempered  immagination :     Corruption  has  come  upon  us 
with  colossal  strides,  and  we  are  tottering  to  ruin.    Let  Texas  remain 
as  She  is,  least  the  tree  of  liberty  which  you  have  so  successfully 
aided  in  transplanting  in  that  bright  and  sunny  land,  should  be 
engulphed  and  swept  away  by  the  political  earthquake  whose  loud 
thunders  proclaim  our  early  destruction — least  that  lone,  bright  Star 
struck  out  from  our  once  bright  constellation  as  a  beacon  for  free 
and  happy  Texas,  should  fall,  to  rise  no  more  Should  the  convulsion 
[         ]  so  drea[d]ful  in  its  effects — should  the  greedy  an[d  env]ious 
North  permit  the  south  to  strike  off  the  Texas  Star  can  commingle  with 
its  Kindred  There  is  a  great  barrier  to  a  peaceable  withdrawal  [of 
the  So]uth,  the  Capitol  is  on  Southern  ground,  and  the  archives  [of] 
our  country  are  there,  which  each  might  be  loth  to  give  up.     The 
Northern  politicians  are  perhaps,  hurrying  [to  a]  crisis  faster  than 
they  wish — Could  they  succeed  [in  ajbolishing  Slavery  in  the  dis- 
trict and  driving  sla[ve  trade]  rs  out,  they  might  be  a  little  nearer 
ready  for  a  [         ]  up.    Pray  pardon  any  error  of  mine.     [I  have  no 
lan]guage  to  express  what  I  fe[el]     I  hope  [to  hear  from]  you  soon 

With  much  esteem 
Your  friend 

Henry  C.  Phelps. 

P.  S.  [I  think]  it  not  unlikely  that  [I]  shall  [  ].  I  must  begin 
to  look  f or  a  [  ]  you  will  greatly  oblige  me  by  giving  [me  a] 
candid  and  unbiased  opinion  of  the  ind[  ]  for  a  man  in  my  situa- 
tion to  settle  in  Texas.  [I]  know  that  your  opinion,  when  expressed 
will  be  of  that  character.  I  only  ask  for  your  [  ]  Should  I  go  to  ^ 
Texas  it  will  me  to  mer[chandize]  What  could  I  expect  in  that  way 
and  where  [wou]ld  you  advise  to  settle?  What  kind  of  g[oo(is 
sell]  best  there.  Dry  goods  or  Groceries  or  both.  [What  is]  the  price 
of  lands  and  town  lots,  prese[nt  prices]  of  Corn,  Bacon,  Flour,  Beef 
&C.  I  hope  yau  w[ill  not]  think  me  intrusive  and  give  me  an  early 
answer 

Yours  truly 

Henry   C.   Phelps 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl  M.  B.  Lamar  Chas.  C.  Phelps 

Houston  Columbus  Ga.  21  Jany  1838 

Texas  respecting  the  Sale  of  House 

Care  of  Texian  agent  &  Lot 
New  Orleans  La 
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1838  Jan,  21,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Mobile  Jany  21st  1838 
Dear  Lamar 

A  young  friend  of  mine  Robt.  Grinnan  in  whom  I  feel  a  great 
deal  of  interest  is  about  to  visit  Texas  to  engage  perhaps  in  some 
mercantile  adventure,  and  I  commend  him  to  your  kind  &  polite  atten- 
tion. He  is  one  of  the  most  exemplary  young  men  in  any  country  and 
he  will  be  a  great  acquisition  to  your  society.  He  is  the  cousin  of  Dr. 
Smith,  the  son-in-law  of  Maj.  Mayrant,  who  will  locate  himself  in 
Texas  during  the  spring. 

I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  a  letter  from  Gov.  Hamilton,  with 
whom  I  expect  to  visit  Texas.  Should  he  not  arrive  by  the  middle 
of  February  I  shall  start  without  him. 

The  latest  accounts  are  that  you  have  no  opposition  for  the  Presi- 
dency. This  is  considered  authentic  as  it  comes  from  an  intimate 
friend  of  Genl.  Rusk,  who  was  the  opposition  Candidate  spoken  of — 
The  war  &  abolition  fever  is  abating  or  has  intermitted.  Mr.  Clay 
has  acted  the  part  of  pacificator — He  has  sustained  the  South  through- 
out, but  in  such  a  manner  as  to  quiet  the  North — such  at  least  is  the 
present  indication  of  public  opinion  in  that  quarter — 

I  hope  you  are  in  good  health. 

With  the  kindest  regards, 

Your  friend  &  Servt. 

W.  Jeflferson  Jones 

[Addressed  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  Jefferson  Jones 

M.  B.  Lamar  Mobile 

Vice-President  1838 

of  Texas 
Robt  Grinnan  Esq) 

No.  665 

1838  Jan.  21,  J.  D.  COCKE   [?]   TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Houston,  Jan.  21st.,  1838. 
Dr.  Sir, 

Yours  of  13th.  inst.  came  to  hand  on  Wednesday  last.  In  relation 
to  Mr.  JVIiles.  it  is  very  satisfactory.  But  on  much  the  most  important 
subject  of  my  letter  to  you — the  transportation  of  the  printing  ma- 
terials from  Velasco  to  this  place — I  am  left  as  much  in  the  dark  as 
ever.  It  has  not  been,  nor  is  it  now,  practicable  for  me  to  go  to 
Velasco,  and  give  my  personal  attention  to  that  business,  as  I  should 
wish  to  do — the  means  of  procuring  a  conveyance,  or  horse,  not  being 
in  my  power.  I  learn,  moreover,  that  the  expense  of  bringing  them 
to  Houston,  by  land,  will  be  equal  to  their  value,  in  their  present 
damaged  state,  and  that  there  may  be  no  opportunity  of  conveying 
them  by  water.    In  view,  then,  of  the  condition  the  fixtures  are  in. 
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and  of  the  cost,  in  time  and  expense,  of  getting  them  to  Houston,  I 
am  of  opinion  it  would  be  most  expedient  to  dispose  of  them,  at 
Auction,  where  they  now  are ;  I  am  sure  I  could,  with  less  diflBculty, 
and  in  a  shorter  time,  procure  materials  from  N.  Orleans  and  get 
under  way. — I  have  lost  much  time  here,  which,  if  I  had  seen  you, 
or  been  able  to  communicate  more  fully  with  you,  I  could  have  im- 
proved by  at  least  issuing  a  prospectus  and  getting  subscribers.  I 
will  this  day  write  one,  and  shall  make  the  publication  of  any  paper 
depend  on  receiving  adequate  patronage — without  which  condition, 
I  may  expect  to  find  great  indifference  to  the  project  manifested  by 
the  citizens  here. 

Col.  Bonnell  is  expecting  a  complete  printing  establishment,  which 
he  some  time  since  ordered  from  Cincinnati.  He,  too,  contemplates 
publishing  a  papers  on  an  Imperial  sheet.  He  has  proposed  to  unite 
his  project  with  mine. 

Prom  the  remarks  made  here  commonly  I  learn  that  your  presence 
at  Houston  is  very  much  desired,  and  some  dissatisfaction,  indeed, 
is  expressed,  that  you  do  not  come.  On  that  account,  as  well  as  on  my 
own,  I  wish  you  were  here.  Let  me  hear  from  you  shortly,  and  your 
views,  at  length,  in  relation  to  the  proper  course  for  me  to  pursue. 
You  cannot  be  more  "anxious''  than  myself  that  I  should  commence 
operations,  in  one  way  or  another,  at  the  earliest  day  possible. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  D.  Cocke.  [?]«^ 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Houston  Letter  of  J.  D.  Cooke 

Jany  22  Jany.  21         1838 

Hon.  M.  B.  Lamar,  City  of  Houston 

V.  P.  Republic  of  Texas 
Brazoria. 

No.  666 

1838  Jan.  25,  [M.  B.]  LAMAR,   [BRAZORIA].     CONTRACT    . 

Genl.  Lamar 

proposes  to  loan  to  Messrs  Leger  &  Thompson  the  press,  printing 
materials,  and  paper  now  at  Velasco,  on  conditions  that  the  same  be 
returned  to  him  in  like  good  order  in  Brazoria  whenever  demanded, 

T.  L6ger 
25  Jany.  1838—  [rubric] 

Algernon  P.  Thompson 
[rubric] 


•oThe  signature  may  be  Cocke  or  Cooke;  the  endorsement  seems  to  be 
Cooke.  In  no.  650  Niles  refers  to  a  Mr.  Cox  who  is  interested  in  establishing: 
a  paper.  It  is  probable  that  Niles  was  referring  to  the  individual  who  wrote 
Ho.  665;  and  if  so,  the  signature  here  is  Cocke. 
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No.  667 

1838  Jan,  26,  SAM[UEL]  M.  WILLIAMS,  QUINTANA,  [TEXAS], 

TO  M[IRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

BRAZORIA,  [TEXAS] 

Inclosing  a  letter  [Jones  to  Lamar,  1838,  Jan.  8?]  A.  L.  S.  Ip. 

No.  668 

1838  Jan,  29,  A.  P.  BURR,  MACON,    [GEORGIA],  TO  M[IRA. 
BEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Application  for  an  office  in  the  Texas  army.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  669 

1838  Jan.  31,  S.  ROWLAND  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Dear  Sir, 

Permit  me  to  lay  before  you  the  following  thoughts  on  the  neces- 
sity of  establishing  a  system  of  Education  in  our  young  Republic; 
and  it  is  with  the  greatest  confidence  I  do  so,  feeling  well  assured  that 
a  subject  so  intimately  connected  with  the  welfare  and  happin[ess] 
of  society  will  receive  from  you  every  merited  attentio[n] 

Since  the  Declaration  of  our  national  Independence  and  the  re- 
pulsion of  the  enemy  from  our  land,  our  first  object  has  been,  and 
ought  to  be,  the  establishment  of  Peace  within  our  borders:  Our 
next,  as  it  appears  to  me,  ought  to  be  the  diflPusion  of  its  blessings 
to  every  family  and  every  bosom.  To  effect  this.  Education  is  indis- 
pensably necessary.  By  the  wise  and  great  of  every  age  and  country. 
Education  has  been  regarded  as  a  matter  of  paramount  importance. 
Let  us  consider  the  influence  it  has  on  virtue  and  happiness.  With- 
out knowledge  there  can  be  no  virtue;  and  without  education  there 
can  be  no  knowledge.  Some,  indeed,  have  entertained  the  mistaken 
notion  that  a  savage  life  or  a  state  of  nature  is  the  best  and  purest 
mode  of  human  existence:  and  some  have  carried  this  absurd  notion 
to  such  extravagant  length  [s],  as  to  forget  that  they  themselves  lived 
in  civilized  society.  But,  to  whatever  part  of  the  Globe,  or  to  what- 
ever history  of  mankind  we  cast  our  eyes,  we  shall  find  that  igno- 
rance and  vice,  are  by  an  immutable  law  or  nature,  the  inseparable 
associates  of  each  other.  We  can  no  more  alter  this  arrangement  than 
we  can  alter  the  constitution  of  the  universe.  In  the  savage  the  noble 
faculty  of  reason  is  a  dormant  principle.  And  hence,  destitute  of 
instinct  and  uninfluenced  by  reason,  he  is  the  perpetual  slave  of  his 
ungoverned  and  ungovernable  passions;  and  is  the  only  animal  in 
the  world  that  has  been  known  to  kill  or  abandon  its  own  offspring  in 
a  state  of  destitute  and  helpless  infancy.  And  it  is  a  fact  too  well 
established  to  be  doubted,  that  man  in  a  savage  state  has  been  known 
to  murder  his  own  kind,  for  the  purpose  of  feasting  upon  the  carcase. 
We  may  also  remark  that  cannibalism  has  been  practised,  not  only 
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l)y  Indians  and  African  Savages;  but  alao,  in  times  of  heathenish 
darkness,  in  different  parts  of  Europe:  And  by  the  Ancestors  of 
those  who  ai*e  now  the  most  enlightened  and  virtuous  people  on  the 
■earth.  The  depth  of  depravity  and  misery  into  which  a  state  of  igno- 
rance is  capable  of  sinking  lie  human  mind  is  inconceivably  great. 
Witness  the  history  of  the  world,  particularly  during  the  period  that 
intervened  between  the  fifth  and  fifteenth  centuries.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  this  time,  the  then  civilized  World,  which  had  but  commenced 
to  recover  from  heathenish  superstition  and  bondage,  by  the  regen- 
erative influence  of  Christianity,  instead  of  progressing  towards  a  state 
of  convalescence,  suffered  a  sudden  and  most  dangerous  relapse.  A 
kind  of  lethargy  seized  the  public  mind.  General  knowledge  and 
education  became  entirely  neglected ;  and  even  those  whose  immediate 
duty  it  was  to  give  instruction  and  administer  such  remedies  as 
the  ease  required,  became  themselves  supine,  slothful  and  negligent. 
Caring  nothing  for  the  public  good,  and  puffed  up  with  pride  and 
arrogance,  they  sought  only  their  own  aggrandizement  at  the  ex- 
pense of  everything  virtuous  and  praiseworthy.  Science  was  al- 
together disregarded,  and  knowledge  was  cast  away,  and,  in  their  room, 
ignorance  and  superstiton  were  promoted,  and  prevailed  to  such  an 
alarming  extent,  that  the  whole  world  was  enveloped  in  darkness,  ten 
thousand  times  more  terrific  and  destructive  than  that  of  Egypt.  Dur- 
ing this  time,  as  you  well  know,  the  Roman  Emp  [ire]  was  overrun  by 
'Successive  hordes  of  barbarians,  und{er]  the  various  names  of  Alans, 
Huns,  Ostrogoths  and  Visigoths,  Tartars  and  Arabs.  And  by  them 
it  was  ravaged  and  torn  to  pieces.  Europe  was  devastated  and  its 
ancient  governments  overthrown  in  favor  of  the  feudal  system.  Books, 
therepo8it[ory]  of  Science  and  implements  of  Education,  were  indis- 
criminately cast  into  the  flames.  Instead  of  commercial  enterprize, 
scientific  researches,  or  benevolent  pursuits,  the  delirium  of  chivalry, 
of  romance  and  crusading  pervaded  the  land.  Enquiry  was  stifled, 
knowledjre  prohibited,  and  in  certain  cases  punished  with  a  most  cruel 
death.  The  thrones  of  Europe  groaned  under  Tyrants  of  the  vilest 
stamp;  who,  to  gratify  their  own  corrupt  passions,  hesitated  not  to 
put  to  the  sword  thousands  of  the  best  persons.  Superstition  and 
revenge  introduced  duels  and  ordeals.  Schism  and  confusion  entered 
the  Church.  And,  in  the  east,  Christianity  was  supplanted  by  Moham- 
medanism, one  of  the  grossest  imposition  practiced  upon  ma[n]  and 
which  was  propagated  and  established  by  fire  and  sword.  In  Europe, 
a  most  impure  mixture  of  Christianity  and  Idolatry,  a  hideous  mon- 
ster, was  set  up.  This  Monster  took  upon  it  the  name  of  Christianity 
and  in  some  things  resembled  it.  But,  being  very  different  in  its 
origin,  its  nature,  disposition  and  power  were  also  of  a  very  different 
character.  This  Monster  propagated  and  encouraged  vice  of  every 
description  by  its  indulgence  and  dispensations.  By  its  courts  of 
iiiquisition,  its  thundering  bulls,  awful  anathemas,  pompous  edicts, 
fanatical  crusades,  and  other  means  adopted  to  extend  and  establish 
its  o^vn  interest,  it  overwhelmed  mankind,  as  far  as  its  power  could 
Teach,  with  delusion,  incarceration,  [th]e  most  horrid  tortures  and 
^^d  deaths.  It  [djeluged  the  land  with  the  blood  of  its  innocent 
^  deluded  victims.     Under  the  reign  of  this  Monster  might  was 
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esteemed  right.  To  be  innocent  was  to  be  criminal.  From  its  iron 
grasp  neither  death  nor  the  grave  afforded  any  sanctuary.  It  arro- 
gated to  itself  the  supremacy  of  the  whole  [e]arth,  and  the  power  of 
control  over  the  destinies  of  men  in  the  world  to  come.  Religion  and 
politics,  heaven  and  hell,  and  everything  named  amongst  men  were 
converted  by  this  Demon  into  engines  subservient  to  its  own  designs^ 
During  its  sway,  tyranny,  cruelty,  oppression,  violence  and  bloodshed, 
and  the  whole  catalogue  [o]f  vice,  misery  and  woe  abounded  every 
where.  For  the  correctness  of  this  account  I  appeal  to  history  itself. 
— Now,  what  does  the  above  picture  prove?  It  demonstrates,  beyond 
the  possibility  of  a  reasonable  doubt,  that  a  state  of  ignorance  and 
neglect  of  education  is  the  high  road  to  vice  of  every  description,  and 
misery  of  every  grade. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  less  true  that  knowledge  and  virtue  are 
equally  inseparable;  and  constitute  [t]he  only  road  to  excellency  and 
happiness.  Taking  the  continuation  of  the  history  above  alluded  to 
for  illustration :  under  the  sway  of  ignorance,  every  thing  concurred 
to  introduce  and  establish  a  universal  reign  of  gloom  and  horror. 
Now,  mark  the  contrast.  No  sooner  did  the  light  of  science  beisjin 
to  glimmer  at  the  first  dawn  of  the  Reformation  than  the  reign  of 
tyranny  and  oppre^ion  trembled  to  the  very  centre.  Under  the 
fostering  influence  of  Education  the  spirits  of  Wyckliff,  Erasmus, 
Mclancthon  and  Luther  rose  up;  and  nobly  and  fearlessly  broke 
their  own  fetters,  and  asserted  the  right  of  man  to  the  exercise  of 
mental  liberty.  At  the  light  which  these  la[mps]  of  knowledge  af- 
forded, the  whole  world  stood  ama[zed].  It  was  like  the  fiat  of  crea- 
tion, ,®^  let  there  he  lights  and  there  was 
light"  The  Monster  of  iniquity,  feeling  his  power  diminishing  and 
his  very  existence  threatened  struggled  hard.  But  [in]  vain,  his 
native  darkness  was  invaded;  the  r[ays]  of  knowledge  increased  and 
spread  rapidly  and  extensively;  not  indeed  with  the  brightness  in 
which  we  enjoy  them,  but  like  the  morning  dawn  breaking  forth  in 
the  east,  the  sure  and  certain  harbinger  of  day.  And  small  as  the 
light  of  knowledge  was  at  that  time,  yet,  under  its  genial  influence 
were  seen  the  first  germinations  of  liberty,  benevolence,  and  happiness. 
By  it  mankind  were  roused  up;  their  eyes  were  opened;  heir  fetters 
were  loosened;  knowledge  was  sought;  Institutions  for  Education 
were  established ;  the  spirit  of  inquiry  and  enterprize  were  gradually 
unfettered;  and  the  glorious  work  of  regeneration  in  Church  and 
state  made  rapid  advancement.  Intsead  of  ignorance  and  supersti- 
tion bright  Science  now  diffused  vivifying  and  cheering  influence 
throughou[t]  the  land.  And  in  proportion  as  Education  devclopes  ita 
boundless  resources,  the  reign  of  darkness  ceases  to  exist,  oppression 
and  violence  are  no  more.  Peace,  good  order,  jxistice  and  uprightness 
communicate  strength  and  energy  throughout  the  whole  ;ommunity. 
And  in  the  United  States  of  the  North  above  all  other  countries  in- 
stead of  poverty,  teiror  and  woe  persevering  Industry  has  filled  every 
habitation  with  its  bounteous  treasures.  The  voice  of  gladness  and 
joy  reverberate  from  State  to  State,  and  from  City  to  City. — Educa- 


«iThe  original  contains  the  Hebrew. 
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tion  ia  the  only  agency  that 'can  unfold  and  enlarge  the  human  iu- 
[te]llect;  enlighten,  correct  and  strengthen  the  [j]udgment;  it  sub- 
dues, softens  and  ameliorates  the  heart;  brings  into  operation  every 
generous  and  virtuous  principle;  it  fortifies  and  [s]ets  up  reason 
on  its  proper  throne,  and  [br]  ings  into  sweet  subjection  thereto  both 
the  passions  of  the  mind  and  propensities  [of]  the  body.  For  the 
eradication  of  evil  habits,  and  the  establishment  and  confirmation  of 
those  that  are  virtuous,  the  only  effective  means  within  the  reach  of 
man  is  Education.  Under  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  it  never  fails  [t]o 
ennoble  and  adorn  the  whole  man ;  to  render  him  generous  and  liberal, 
useful  to  Society  and  happy  to  himself.  In  a  word,  whatever  excellen- 
cies we  possess  as  individuals  or  as  a  nation  we  owe  entirely  to  Educa- 
tion. And  let  us  ever  remember  that  the  tree  of  liberty,  jso  lately 
planted  in  this  land,  cannot  possibly  grow,  much  less  flourish,  with* 
out  Education.  In  proportion  as  you  permit  the  shades  of  night  to 
pass  over  it,  [i]t  decays  and  withers.  Moreover,  in  a  Republican 
Government,  like  ours,  if  no  effort  is  made  to  encourage  Education 
throughout  the  conununity,  it  does  not  require  the  ken  of  a  Prophet 
to  foretell  what  state  of  things  will  necessarily  follow.  For,  in  a 
state  of  ignorance,  such  glorious  liberty  as  we  now  possess,  may,  and 
no  doubt,  will  be  converted  into  a  deadly  weapon  capable  of  producing 
anarchy  and  confusion  far  more  dreadful  in  their  consequences  than 
the  greatest  depotism  that  ever  filled  a  throne.  Education  is  the 
palladiunx  of  free  Government,  the  bulwark  of  every  country,  and  the 
glory  of  every  land.  But  I  find  my  remarks  are  becoming  too 
lengthy;  I  hope  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  be  esteemed 
a  sufficient  excuse  for  thus  drawing  your  attention  from  other  sub- 
jects, which  perhaps  at  present  are  of  still  greater  importance — 

Wishing  you  every 
happiness 
Marion  I  "remain 

Jany.  31st  1838  Yours  without  guile 

Saml.  Rowland 
P.  S.  Glad  should  I  be  to  see  Texas  following  the  examples  of  New 
York,  Connecticut  or  Massachusetts  with  respect  to  general  educa- 
tion— 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  the  Honble.  Genl.  M.  Lamar  Saml  Roland 

Brazoria  on  Education 

Favor  of  Jan.  13.  1838 
Mr,  Hall 

No.  670 

1838  Jan.  31,  W[ILLIA1M  J.  MITCHELL,  MILLEDGEVILLE, 
[GEORGIA],  TO  M[IRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Requesting  information  regarding  the  procedure  necessary  to  obtain 
property  alleged  to  be  in  Gen.  Houston's  hands,  in  trust  from  the 
estate  of  Augustina  [  ?]  Parsons.    A.  L.  S.  2  p. 

Indorsed:  **.  .  .  Claim  of  Augustus  Parsons  $3000  left  in  Genl 
Houstons  Hand  &c." 
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No.  671  . 

1838  Feb,  8,  W.  D.  REDD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

tJenl  Lamar  Columbus  Georgia 

Dear  Sir  8th  February  1838 

How  often  my  anxious  anticipations  has  been  disap- 
pointed in  my  daly  visits  to  the  post  office  its  unnecessary  to  write,  but 
tsurfice  it  to  say  that  my  knowledg  of  your  general  obedience  to  such 
corispondance  as  myself  makes  all  necessary  apology 

You  have  I  dare  say  come  to  the  vary  flattering  conclusion  that 
1  have  forgoten  to  return  to  Texas  the  rich  inheritance  of  my  early 
adoption,  but  a  few  days  more  will  show  that,  that  is  a  point  on  which 
my  resolution  is  fixed,  and  that  resolution  is  inflexable,  My  proceeding 
letter  has  not  serened  a  sylable,  in  the  course  of  my  suit  with  Sarah 
you  know  all.  Old  Mike  is  still  as  inflexible,  and  morose  as  I  am  ardent 
and  determined.  Notwithstanding  [his  refusal]  to  yield  to  the  in- 
clination of  two  and  [the]  petition  of  an  only  child,  his  habits  to 
me  are  frought  with  the  decorum  and  a  gentrelman  his  fastidious 
scruples  of  he  who  is  to  be  the  future  guardian  of  his  girl  has 
but  made  me  the  more  circumspect  in  common  deportment  I  congratu- 
late myself  on  one  advantage  which  has  accrued  to  myself  from  the 
aflfair  if  no  more  it  has  given  me  a  profession;  which  under  different 
^circumstances  I  might  have  neglected  By  an  unremiting,  aplication 
to  books  since  our  last  meating  I  was  admited  to  the  practice  of  law 
at  our  last  superior  Court  after  a  much  stricter  examination  than  I 
had  anticipated.*  This  was  **ruse  de  guerre,,  which  I  hoped  to  tuni 
to  my  aid  in  the  **  affairs  of  love,,  the  consumation  of  this  effort  can- 
not  at  all  be  bad, 

I  have  just  seen  a  New-orleans  paper  with  quotation  from  The 
Texas  Telagreph  which  reports  a  great  revolution  of  cabinet  officers 
many  unknown  to  me,  paper  contains  contradictory  acount,  of  a  bat- 
tle being  fought  at  or  near  San  Antonio  one  reports  Col  Kams  as 
Toeing  recaptured  by  the  Mexicans,  &c  Do  or  do  not  the  Texans  intend 
an  early  march  westward?  if  its  there  immediate  move  do  remember 
Genl  my  parting  request  of  you  to  give  me  timely  information,  not 
that  I  am  more  [anxious]  than  usual  for  fight,  but  I  have  some  dis- 
position to  play  the  game  out!  I  see  that  Rusk  is  appointed  Major 
'Genl  and  a  host  of  other  nominations  **a  la  mode  de'' — Genl  Hous- 
ton a  sunset  political  move  of  the  Presidents(I  suppose)  to  give  in- 
fluence to  him  who  may  yelp  upon  the  track  of  the  present  Executive 
with  the  anxious  hope  of  treeing  up  the  same  saplin.  In  my  hunting 
•days  1  always  thought  it  dangerous  for  young  dogs  to  bark  up  a  large 
tree,  for  tis  three  to  one  that  he  is  not  killed  in  ** falling''  it. 

When  I  left  Texas  I  left  an  order  on  Col  Ben  Smith  for  one  thou- 
sand dollars  with  Mr  Lively  I  have  never  learned  whether  it  is  paid 
or  not  do  if  convenient  ascertain  and  let  me  know  and  if  not  (if  you 
-wish)  ask  of  Lively  the  order  collect  and  appropriate  it  as  your  will 
<iirects  Make  some  inquiries  after  my  horse.  You  know  your  are 
more  than  welcome  to  him  Make  particular  inquiries  after  my  paper  a 
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left  with  Mrs  Long  some  of  which  are  of  much  importance,  my  Gun 
and  clothing  are  with  Mrs.  Long. 

Say  to  Mr.  Hensley  not  to  forget  the  settlement  [of]  the  five  claims 
that  I  spoke  of  to  him 

Hamp  Smiths  new  Bank  goes  in  operation  on  to  morrow  which  I 
trust  will  mitigate  much  the  monied  market.  Shoul  you  incidentaly 
meat  a  suitable  situation  for  myself  in  the  military  way  advise  me 
for  a  reentrance  of  the  army  but  as  a  private  would  be  rather  repug- 
nant to  my  inclination  I  will  I  think  if  you  are  punctual  have  time 
to  hear  from  you  before  I  leave  which  would  be  duly  appreciated  and 
liappily  reed,  by  your  immutable  friend 

Wm.  D.  Itedd 
[rubric] 

[Addressed )  [  Endorsed] 

Genl  M.  B.  Lamar  "W  D  Redd 

Vice  President  Ck)lumbus  Geo.   8   Feb   1838 

via  )       Texas  Inquiring  for  Horse  (S^Note 

New  Orleans  )     at  Houston  Texas 

No.  672 

1838  Feh.  8,  SAM[UE]L  A[LEXANDER]    ROBERTS,  MOBILE, 
[ALABAMA],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Thomas  McAllister,  a  free  man  of  color,  with  Mr.  Hunt- 
ington, and  recommending  him  as  a  servant.    A.  L.  S.    2p. 

No.  673 

1838  sFeh,  8,  SAM[UE]L  A[LEXANDER]   ROBERTS,  MOBILE, 
[ALABAMA],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Richard  R.  Wilkins,  of  Mobile.    A.  L.  S.    Ip. 

No.  674 

1838  Feh,  10,  RAFAEL  DELGADO,  [MATAMOROS,  MEXICO] 

Certificate   regarding    the    distribution    of   the    fine   levied   upon 
[George]  Fisher  for  defrauding  the  post-oflBce.    Copy.     3p. 
English  translation;  in  no.  1664,  p.  31-3.     See  no.  250. 

No.  675 

1838  Feb.  11,  S[HELBY]  W.  LAMAR,  MOUNT  VERNON,  ILLL 
NOIS,TOM[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

His  own  health  and  plans;  an  inquiry  regarding  legislation  on 
bounty  lands  and  headrights ;  his  personal  regard  for  Lamar.  A.  L.  S 
2p. 
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No.  676 

1838  Feb,  12,  J.  WOODWARD  TO  M.  [B.]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

His  Excellency 

General  Mirabeau  Lemar 
Dear  Sir: 

Permit  me  the  honor  of  introducing  to  you  my  friend  the  Honble 
Stewart  Newell  consul  from  the  United  States  to  Texas.  Mr.  Newell 
is  an  old  citizen  of  Philadelphia  and  universally  respected.  He  is 
also  a  citizen  of  our  republic  and  a  valuable  accession  to  our  cause. 
Wishing  you  both  health  and  prosperity.  I  am  dr  Sir 

With  high  respect 
your  friend  and  obedient  Svt. 
John  Woodward 
New  York  12  Feby  1838 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency,  Introduction  of 

General  Mirabeau  LeMar  S  Newel  Amcan 

Vice  President  of  the  Republic  Texas.  Consul— 12  Feb  1838 
Honbe.  Stewart  Newell 

Consul  U.  S.  to  Texas.  Texas 

No.  677 

1838  Feb,  17,  R.  E.  HANDY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Richmond  Feby  17th  1838 
To  Genl  Mirabeau  B  Lamar 
Houston. 

I  received  your  favor  a  few  days  ago,  and  have  consulted  a 
mechanic  in  regard  to  your  House — he  was  to  have  informed  me 
before  this  when  it  could  be  done  and  the  probable  Expense  of  build- 
ing—  I  will,  if  possible,  have  it  finished  for  you  within  two 
months —  I  have  selected  your  Lot  near  the  River — a  little  removed 
from  the  bustle  of  our  Village — ^We  hope  however  to  see  you 
shortly.  When  you  can,  possibly,  make  a  selection  more  to  your 
mind — 

You  say  that  you  are  a  'Bakrupt' — I  am  happy  to  know  that  you 
are  at  least  rich  in  the  affections  of  the  people — 

Very  Respectfully 
Your  ob  servant 

Robt  .  Eden  Handy 
[rubric] 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Richmond  R.  E.  Handy 

Feby  17th.  Feb.  17  Richmd  1838 
To  Gen  Mirabeau  B  Lamar  respecting  Home 

E(mston 
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No.  678 

1838  Feb.  24,  THO[MA]S  W[ILLIA]M  WARD,  HOUSTON, 
TEXAS,  TO  JOHN  BIRDSALL,   [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

The  desire  of  Doby,  the  bearer,  for  an  opinion  upon  claims  for  land  • 
'*under  the  first  part  of  section  29. ' '  A.  N.  S.     Ip. 

No.  679 

1838  Feb.  25,  R.  N.  WILLIAMSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Washington  February  25th  1838 
My  Dear  Sir 

I  have  leisure  in  the  country  and  much  Sobriety 
therewith,  and  feeling  Some  solicitude  about  matters  of  State  I  cannot 
withhold  from  you  the  glad  tidings  from  the  Eastern  part  of  Texas 
Alias  the  Rice  lands. 

I  have  Seen  and  conversed  with  an  intelligent  gentleman  and 
respectable  merchant  of  San  Augustine  Majr  Griffith  who  informs 
me  that  in  that  county  and  the  two  adjoining  Sabine  and  Nacog- 
doches that  you  will  not  lose  (no  matter  who  opposes)  at  the  next 
6enl  Eelection  for  President  fifty  votes — No  other  Candidate  but 
Smith  is  spoken  of  in  that  Section  and  the  estimate  above  is  his  posi- 
tion In  this  county  (Washington)  Bastrop  LaFayette  and  Milam  I 
feel  confident  you  will  not  lose  100  votes  (no  matter  who  opposes) 
These  Seven  Counties  will  give  more  than  half  the  votes  in  the 
Republic,  and  you  may  now,  with  certainty,  rely  upon  being  our 
next  President,  a  Situation  which  not  even  your  enemies  (if  you  have 
any)  can  charge  you  with  having  sought  after.however  anxious  your 
friends  may  be  to  ensure  your  election.  I  feel  ^Satisfied  of  your 
indifference  on  this  Subject  but  I  cannot  help  manifesting  to  you 
that  of  Some  of  your  friends.  I  sincerely  hope  that  Smith  will  not 
suffer  his  name  run  at  the  ensuing  election — ^I  wish  David  G  Burnett 
Satisfied  with  popular  office  hunting  by  a  singlehanded  race  with  you 
at  the  next  election — Both  Governor  Smith  and  Majr  Burnett  are 
Wghly  esteemed  by  me.  The  former  for  his  unquestioned  and  un- 
<luestionable  patriotism,  and  confidence  in  the  success  of  our  coun- 
try without  foreign  aid  (if  properly  administered)  as  well  as  on 
account  of  his  assiduity  and  untiring  industry  in  the  discharge  of 
the  dutes  of  the  Station  he  at  present  holds — The  latter  because 
of  his  Learning  and  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  any  office 
in  the  Republic  other  than  that  of  Chief  Magistrate — But  I  will 
^op  here — I  had  no  intention  of  discussing  the  claims  of  either 
of  the  candidates  for  the  presidency.  My  purpose  is  explained 
when  I  tell  you  that  because  you  are  housed  up  in  a  little  dirty 
room  in  the  sickly  and  Lord  forsaken  city  of  Houston  you  must 
not  think  that  you  are  forgotten  by  your  friends  in  the  country 
-^My  family  are  well  so  is  Harvey  and  his  Adieu!  Adieu! 
Honble  M  B  Lamar  R  M  Williamson 

[Endorsed] 

^  M  Williamson 

Feb  10  1838 
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No.  680 

1838  Feb.  26,  S.  R.  FISHER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

To  Gen :  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Houston  February  26-1838 

My  D^ar  Sir: 

I  truly  re^et  I  cannot  comply  with  your 
wish  in  relation  to  the  accounts  given  me  of  the  celebrated  Lafitte, 
as  amply  as  I  could  if  my  papers  were  convenient,  but  as  far  as  mem- 
ory serves,  I  will  observe  that  during  the  cruise  of  the  Govt :  Sch :  In- 
vincible last  Summer,  on  board  of  which  I  was  a  passenger,  we  stopped 
to  water  at  the  ** Island  of  Muger — *'  off  the  Coast  of  Yucatan,  and 
there  became  acquainted  with  an  old  Turtle  Fisher  called  Gregorio— 
In  speaking  of  the  trade  to  these  Islands  and  the  character  of  the 
Traders  the  name  of  Capt  Lafitte  was  introduced;  he  said  he  knew 
him  well  that  he  had  often  been  there,  and  that  once  he  went  with  him 
to  Galveston  Island — ^he  Spoke  of  him  in  high  terms,  and  observed 
he  helped  to  bury  him,  that  he  died  (I  think  about  ten  years  Since) 
of  fever  near  Teljas,  a  small  village  on  the  main,  and  where  he 
himself  resided  with  his  family-and  was  buried  in  the  neighbor- 
hood— These  are  the  leading  facts,  and  should  they  afford  you  any 
satisfaction  it  will  gratify 

Your  very  sincere  and  respectful  friend  &  Servant 

S —  Rhoads  Fisher 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  S  R  Fisher 
General  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Feb  12th  1838 

Pr&ent  Concerning  La  Fitte 

No.  681 

1838  Feb.  28,  LEGER  &  THOMPSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Brazoria,  28  Feby,  1838 
General, 

We  have  regularly  forwarded  you  each  number  of  our  newspaper 
as  it  appeared.  How  are  you  pleased  with  it?  We  regret  that  we 
could  not  do  otherwise  than  divide  the  Biography  of  Moses  Austin. 
This  article  added  much  interest  to  our  two  last  numbers,  and  was 
much  admired  here.  We  shall  suspend  the  publication  of  our  biogra- 
phical articles  until  you  can  furnish  us  with  the  history  of  General 
Long's  expedition.  The  sooner  that  you  can  let  us  have  it,  the  bet- 
ter for  our  interests.  Doctor  Leger  is  ready  to  commence  the  intro- 
duction you  spoke  of,  but  at  the  same  time  considers  that  you  are 
equally  capable  of  doing  it  justice.  Your  style  is  generally  read  with 
interest  and  pleasure.  If  you  would  undertake  the  entire  charge  of 
our  biographical  department  it  would  greatly  serve  us.  Governor 
Smith  has  been  here  several  days  and  we  understood  that  he  was 
feeling  his  way  before  declaring  himself  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dence.  Fearing  that  his  claims,  or  rather  popularity,  might  inter- 
fere with  your  just  title  to  this  office,  we  determined  to  place  him 
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in  his  real  light  before  the  publick,  and,  therefore,  penned  the  fifth 
paragraph  in  our  article  on  the  tariff  in  the  3rd  No.,  which  article 
We  recommend  to  your  consideration.  Will  you  have  the  goodness 
to  inform  us  what  other  candidates  for  the  Presidence  are  talked  of  in 
Houston,  and  to  the  East. 

With  sentiments  of  personal  affection,  and  political  approbation 
of  your  course, 

We  remain 

Your  humble  Servants 

Leger  &  Thompson 
To  General  Mirabeau  B  Lamar 

[Addressed]  [  Endorsed] 

Brazoria  )  Leger  &  Thompson 

Ist  March  1838  )  Brazoria  26  Feb  1838 

General  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Respecting  Biographies  &c 

Houston 

No.  682 

1838  Mar,  1,  JAMES  WEBB,  KEY  WEST,  FLORIDA,  Ta 
MIRABEAU   B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

The  advantages  of  Texas  in  point  of  climate,  resources,  and  oppor-- 
tnnity  for  developing  an  ideal  system  of  government;  a  request  for 
information,  especially  regarding  the  land  system,  and  for  advice  in: 
regard  to  investments  and  to  removal  thither;  his  own  prospects  in 
Florida;  his  membership  in  the  constitutional  convention ;  Mrs.  Webb^s. 
wish  for  information  about  Georgians  in  Texas.    A.  L.  S.    4p. 

'Trivate." 

No.  683 

1838  Mar,  i,  E.  HALL  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Columbia  March  1.  1838 
Dear  Genl. 

On  my  way  here  I  have  seen  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  &  Voters 
of  this  Republic,  the  subject  of  Presidential  Election  has  generally 
been  introduced  and  I  find  more  division  in  sentiment  than  I  antici- 
pated The  Talents,  Patriotism  &  Bravery  as  well  as  the  private  Vir- 
tues of  the  Candidates,  are  pretty  liberally  canvassd.  You  stand 
conspicuous  for  Bravery  &  Honesty,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
gossiping  about  some  little  PicadiUos  or  Armours,  which  have  a  pow- 
erful influence  among  the  better  halves  of  many  Families.  Your 
talents  have  been  pronounced  of  superior  order  in  poetry.  Your  short 
residence  in  the  Country  has  also  been  urged  against  you;  your 
Patriotism  &  devotion  to  the  Cause  is  appreciated,  and  as  there  is 
no  one  of  the  other  candidates  possesses  so  many  of  the  necessary 
<lualifications,  I  think  you  stand  the  best  chance.  My  interest  and" 
^ood  Tnshes  for  your  future  Welfare  &  Happiness  prompts  me  to 
^■^nunend  your  taking  a  Wife,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  prett.^r 
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little  foot  of  a  certain  pretty  little  widow  would  not  only  kick  over 
the  objections  of  the  Wise  dames,  but  would  kick  away  a  great  many 
of  those  troublesome  little  Imps  that  so  often  flit  about  you  Imagina- 
tion— 

This  is  written  with  a  pen  not  much  better  than  a  stick,  which, 
with  the  hints  given,  will  be  duly  appreciated  when  you  recollect  it 
is  from  one  who  wishes  you 

President — 

Edward  HdU 

I  Addressed]  f  Endorsed  ] 

Hon.  M.  B.  Lamar  Edwd.  Hall  — 

Houston  Columbia  1  Mch  1838 
Texas  Political  &c 

No.  684 

1838,  Mar.  1,  S.  H.  EVERITT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Beaumont  March  1th  1838 
My  Dear  General 

I  have  delayed  writing  to  you  because,  when  I  first  arrived  at 
home  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  Visiting  many  of  My  Neigh- 
bours from  whom  only  I  could  Expefct]  to  get  much  that  Would 
be  Very  interesting,  it  affords  me  Real  pleasure  to  say  to  you  now, 
that  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  get  the  News  of  my  Constituents, 
they  are  allmost  to  man  fully  in  favor  of  You  as  our  Next  president. 
I  see  nothing  to  prevent  You  from  Getting  a  Very  large  majority 
of  the  Votes  of  My  Whole  district,  and  God  knows  that  nothing 
Will  afford  me  so  much  pleasure  as  to  See  you  get  an  overwhelming 
Vote  throughout  the  Republic — I  have  Just  Returned  from  New  Or- 
leans Where  I  have  been  to  purchase  Goods — in  the  Course  of  My 
"Trading  I  have  disposed  of  two  of  the  land  Certif  [ica]tes  out  of  My 
half  of  the  Certificates  that  I  bot  for  and  in  our  Joint  names — 

In  making  the  Transfer  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  Signing  for 
You.  Which  I  presume  You  Will  have  no  objections  to  as  You  In- 
formed me  previous  to  my  Leaveing  Houston  that  I  could  sell  my 
half  of  the  land  if  I  felt  So  disposed,  it  will  be  necessary  however 
that  You  Should  Sanction  the  Sale  or  give  me  a  power  of  atty  to 
Transfer  my  half  to  Such  persons  as  I  may  Sell  to — 

I  hope  to  be  in  Houston  a  few  days  before  the  Session  Of  Congress 
Commences 

With  Much  Consideration 
&  Respect  I  have  the  Honor  To  be  Truly 

Yours 

S.  H.  Everitt 
[rubric] 

I  Addressed]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Hon.  M.  B.  Lamar  *  S.  H.  Everett 

Houston  Beaumont  1  Mch  1838 

Texas  Respecting  Land  Claims 
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No.  685 

1838,  Mar.  2,  SAMUEL  C.  DOUGLASS,  BRAZORIA,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

An  offer  from  Mr.  Hoskins  to  buy  a  negro  boy  from  Lamar,  pa-y- 
ment  half  down  in  **star  money/'  half  in  six  months;  advice  as  to 
sale  of  a  negro  girl.  A.  L.  S.    Ip. 

No.  686 

18[38'i]  Mar.  3,  THO[MAS]   R.  STIFF,  FORT  BEND,   [TEXAS], 

TO  M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

A  piece  ** sticking  to  the  Telegraph"  [Feb.  17,  1838]  with  Lamar's 
name  signed,  left  at  Mrs*.  Long's  with  the  name  of  the  author;  his 
own  and  Mrs.  Long's  wijjh  for  Lamar  to  **give  the  gentleman  hiy  just 
dues";  personal  movements.    A.  L.  S.    Ip. 

No.  687 

1838,  Mar.  3-5,  W.  ROBERTS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Live  oak  Point  3d.  March  1838 
Dear  Mirabeau. 

I  regreted  leaving  Brazoria  without  seeing  you  immediately  on  my 
departure.  After  I  had  taken  the  resolution  to  set  out  in  company 
with  two  gentlemen  who  were  riding  my  road  I  immediately  got 
ready  &  called  by  your  house  to  see  you,  but  as  you  were  not  in, 
and  my  company  impatient  to  be  off  I  was  compelled  to  move  with 
them  or  lose  their  company.  I  could  not  think  of  any  material  busi- 
ness about  which  you  might  wish  to  communicate  with  me,  &  hope 
that  no  detriment  or  inconvenience  will  result  to  you  on  account  of 
not  seeing  me  again. 

I  had  a  most  uncomfortable  &  tedious  journey  to  this  place  &  tho 
I  have  been  here  one  week  have  had  no  direct  conveyance  of  a  letter 
nntill  now.  Tomorrow  mornino:  a  boat  leaves  here  to  Matagorda  which 
will  carry  this  letter  thus  far  from  whence  I  hope  it  will  find  dispatch 
by  mail.  Reuben  has  not  committed  himself  in  any  manner  with 
any  person  here.  He  had  given  bond  before  I  arived:  but  as  there 
was  no  board  of  land  commissioners  yet  formed  in  this  county  ho 
had  been  advised  to  have  it  approved  in  an  adjoining  county  &  had 
in  pursuance  made  one  appointment  only  of  a  deputy  who  had  gone 
out  to  work.  Upon  learning  those  facts  I  advised  him  to  call  in 
his  deputy  &  suspend  further  operations  untill  he  could  have  his 
bond  approved  in  his  own  county,  deeming  it  important  for  him  to 
comply  strictly  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  not  only  on  his  own  ac- 
count but  for  the  interest  of  all  concerned.  He  has  been  absent  on 
this  errand  seven  days  &  I  am  becoming  uneasy  on  his  his  [sic]  ac- 
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count.  Since  he  left  a  party  of  roberS  of  some  description  have  visiter! 
the  Copano  house  in  which  was  stored  a  large  quantity  of  tobacco  & 
have  carried  off  nearly  all  6f  it,  &  wantonly  wasted  &  scattered  the  bal- 
ance, riping  open  the  bales  &  strowing  the  tobacco  all  around  the 
house  as  if  with  design  to  waste  &  spoil.  This  happened  on  some 
day  or  night  of  this  week,  as  Reuben  left  there  on  Sunday  morning 
last  &  yesterday  I  went  over  hoping  to  meet  him  on  his  return,  but 
finding  the  house  rifled  in  the  manner  above  stated  &  his  absence  pro- 
tracted much  longer  than  I  can  assign  any  probable  cause  for,  I  am 
fearful  he  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy.  More  over  we  found 
two  Spanish  whips  on  one  of  which  was  found  a  Spanish  or  Mexican 
brand  which  was  recognized  by  two  Mexicans  now  here,  on  a  peace- 
able visit  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  Powers  *s  family,  being  old  ac- 
quaintances, &  for  buying  some  tobacco,  who  say  that  it  is  the  brand 
of  a  noted  Mexican  rober  &  murderer,  well  known  to  them  &  to  all 
the  Mexicans,  named  Antonio  Bino,  formerly  of  Bexar  &  who  joined 
the  Mexican  Army  on  its  retreat,  tinder  aH  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  I  feel  considerable  solicitu(3e  for  Reubens  safety.  Copano  house 
stands  alone  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay  7  or  8  miles  ri.  w.  of 
Live  oak  point  &  no  person  lives  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it.  It  is  the 
point  of  landing  upon  the  man  land  from  the  peninsula  &  where  all 
persons  going  from  this  place  into  the  adjacent  country  must  neces- 
sarily pass  unless  they  should  prefer  three  days  ride  around  by  the 
isthmus.  This  part  of  the  country  is  in  a  defenceless  &  very  exposed 
condition  &  there  is  evidently  much  hesitation,  if  not  fear,  on  the  part 
of  the  old  setlers  of  ths  colony  (many  of  whom  I  saw  on  my  jour- 
ney here)  in  returning  to  their  former  homes.  If  the  Government 
has  the  means  of  placing  a  small  garrison  of  even  30  to  50  active  men 
at  Refugio  ready  at  all  times  to  operate  as  mounted  infantry  at  short 
warning,  it  is  believed  that  such  a  force  would  be  competent 
to  prevent  the  inroads  of  such  marauding  parties  who  may  other- 
wise keep  up  a  border  warfare  to  the  entire  desolation  of  this  inter- 
esting part  of  the  country.  I  hope  you  will  not  [consi]der  t[hese] 
observations  impertinent  or  intrusive  [as]  they  ar[e  the]  result  of 
observations  made  upon  th[e  fr]ontier  where  I  have  nothing  personal 
at  stake  &  can  have  no  other  motive  than  the  safety  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

5th  Reuben  arrived  last  night  11  o'clock  and  confirmed  my  suspicions 
of  what  had  befallen  him.  On  the  day  he  left  Copano  House  on 
his  way  to  Goliad  &  "Within  about  six  miles  of  Copano  he  was  met 
by  a  party  of  Mexicans  who,  apprised  of  the  defenceless  state  of 
that  house  &  of  the  tobacco  there  were  coming  in  to  rob  it  of  its 
contents.  They  took  him  in  custody,  brought  him  back  to  the  house 
made  him  help  to  pack  their  horses  and  then  took  him  on  with  them 
as  far  as  the  river  Nueces  where,  by  the  connivance  of  the  leader 
of  the  party  whose  good  will  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure,  he 
was  the  last  in  crossing  tlie  river  &  when  the  packs  were  all  over  he 
was  allowed  to  take  the  other  end  of  the  road.  The  party  con- 
sisted of  eight,  four  of  whom  thought  it  best,  to  prevent  tales,  to 
dispatch  him;  but  fortunately  for  him  the  opposite  co[un]sil  pre- 
vailed &  his  life  was  spared.    He  was  held  in  *du[ ranee]  vile'  four 
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under  the  hourly  ex^pectation  of  being  murdered.  Thus  you  see 
that  our  apprehensions  of  danger  are  not  founded  upon  idle  rumours 
or  groundless  suspicions.  The  Chief  Justice  &  president  of  the  board 
of  land  Commissioners  Mr.  Allen  has  not  yet  made  his  appearance 
&  we  have  a  rumour  here  that  he  has  gone  to  the  States ;  of  course 
all  the  business  over  which  he  was  appointed  to  preside  is  in  Statu 
quo  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  such  as  are  waiting  on  him.  Reuben 
has  been  here  a  long  time  doing  nothing  but  spending  his  money 
while  others  are  attending  to  their  private  affairs  to  the  neglect  of 
the  public.  I  hope  something  will  be  done  for  our  relief.  I  shall 
wait  a  while  longer  for  the  formation  of  a  board  with  a  view  of 
inducting  Reuben  into  his  office  (c  looking  out  f o  r  a  good  location 
of  our  lands  &  then  return  by  the  way  of  Houston.  If  you  have  any 
warrants  of  survey,  send  them.  I  think  I  can  make  some  good  loca- 
tions on  the  bay  as.  soon  as  Reuben  can  [glet  [into  office] 

W.  Roberts 
Genl  M  B  Lamar 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  W  Roberts 

Vice  President  of  Texas  Live  Oak  Point  . 

Houston  3  Mch  183&— 

Journal  of  Travels  &  c 

No.  688 

1838  Mar,  5,  R[OBERT]   E[MMETT  BLEDSOE]    BAYLOR, 

MOBILE,  [ALABAMA],  TO  M[IRABEAU]   B[UONA- 

PARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Col.  Hinton,  interested  in  land  claims  of  friends  and 
relatives,  among  them  that  of  Dr.  John  W.  Baylor,  a  relative  of  the 
writer,  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  Texas.    A.  L.  S.    2p. 

No.  689 

1838  Mar,  6,  M.  B.  LAMAR  TO  GENERAL  DE  CASTRO*^ 

General  Mirabeau  B  Lamar,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas, 
To  De  Castro,  Chief-warrior  and 
Head-man  of  the  Lipans, 

Greeting ; 
Familiar  with  his  fame  as  a  Statesman  and  a  Warrior,  and  con- 
fiding in  his  attachment  to  the  American  people,  the  Government 
of  Texas  is  proud  to  receive  General  De  Castro  on  terms  of  amity 
and  friendship,  and  will  at  all  times  be  pleased  to  reciprocate  every 
Rood  feeling  on  the  part  of  his  as  well  as  every  other  tribe  within 
the  limits  of  Texas. 
Deprecating  war  as  a  great  calamity  not  to  be  gone  into  except 

wCopy. 
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under  the  highest  necessity;  and  looking  upon  peace  and  friendship 
as  the  condition  natural  to  the  good  and  wise,  and  the  only  one, 
under  which  a  people  can  becoitie  happy  prosperous  and  great,  it  wiQ 
be  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  maintain  amicable  and  pacific 
relations  with  all  nations  and  tribes ;  whilst  it  will  be  the  duty  and  I 
doubt  not  the  pride  and  pleasure  of  the  Lipans  to  respect  the  rights 
property  and  persons  of  the  Texan  citizens;  and  abstaining  from 
all  hostilities  and  violence,  practice  in  their  individual  and  public 
intercourse,  the  principles  of  courtesy  humanity  and  justice. 

As  it  is  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  promote  peace  and  civili- 
zation wherever  its  influence  extends.  I  would  recommend  that  Gen- 
eral De  Castro  and  his  countrymen  prosecute  no  unnecessary  wars 
with  other  tribes  but  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  their  own  safety 
and  honor  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  all,  and  thus  by  the 
power  of  their  high  example  induce  others  to  pursue  the  like  exalted 
conduct.  The  sole  aim  of  a  wise  and  virtuous  ruler  should  be  the 
happiness  of  his  people ;  but  this  cannot  be  attained  without  the  prac- 
tice of  truth,  justice  and  humanity.  Upon  these  principles  the  peo- 
ple of  Texas  have  founded  their  government.  It  will  therefore  be 
the  duty  of  General  De  Castro  as  the  enlightened  chief  of  a  powerful 
nation  to  disseminate  these  important  truths  among  his  people,  and 
to  impress  upon  them  the  advantages  of  maintaining  with  this  Re- 
public amicable  and  social  relations. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Houston  in 
the  absence  of  the  President  March, 
6th.  1838. 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar. 

No.  690 

:!S3S  Mar.  9,  W.  H.  DANGERFIELD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

City  of  San  Antonio.  March  9th  1838 
Dear  Sir 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  very  diligent  enquiries  which  I 
have  made  after  documents  connected  with  the  early  history  of  that 
part  of  the  country  and  of  Texas  in  general  has  not  met  with  that 
success  which  I  could  have  wished  both  for  your  sake  and  that  of 
the  Publick  who  look  only  to  you  for  a  history  of  that  charming 
country — The  correspondence  of  General  Austin  from  the  commence- 
ment of  his  Colony  to  the  end  is  here  and  Smith  has  promised  me  to 
deliver  it  into  your  hands  if  you  can  obtain  any  order  which  will 
justify  its  surrender  as  a  public  document  for  so  he  considers  it — I 
hasten  to  inform  you  of  his  disposition  so  to  do.  John  W  Smith  is  the 
Clerk  of  our  County  Court  here — Sepruin's  notes  I  shall  endeavour 
to  obtain — Accept  Sir  my  assurance  of  my  earnest  desire  to  advance 
your  views  [  ?]  in  this  regard  &  in  any  or  every  other  particular—- 
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remember  me  most  kindly  to  our  Mutual  friend  Mr  Charles  Watrous. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  regard 

Yr  Most  Obdt  Svt 

Wm.  Henry  Dangerfield 
His  Excellency 

M.  B  Lamar 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  W.  H.  Dangerfield 

His  Excellency  San  Antonio  9  Mch  1838 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar  respecting  Hist  of  Texas  &  c 
VicePresident  of  Texas 


Houston 


No.  691 


1838  Mar.  15,  H.  W.  CATER,  COLUMBUS,  MISSISSIPPI,  TO 

MIRABEAU  B[U0NAPARTE1    LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Introducing  George  Vaughan,  of  Lowndes  County,  the  father  of 
James  and  William  E.  Vaughan,  Goliad  victims  of  Capt.  Jack  Shack- 
elford's company.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  692 

1838  Mar.  16,  J.  WOODWARD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Dear  Sir 

Some  time  since  I  done  myself  the  pleasure  of  sending 
you  a  pamphlet*'  upon  the  empresario  claims;  but  lest  you  should 
not  have  received  it  I  have  the  honor  of  transmetting  another  by 
Doctor  Smith.  I  should  esteem  it  an  honor  should  this  subject  meet 
with  your  early  and  discriminating  attention  as  it  is  one  which  in 
my  humble  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  many  others  entitled  to  more 
weight,  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  our  Republic.  If  it  be  left  to 
litigation  there  is  no  knowing  how  long  it  may  hang  over  our  coun- 
try, or  what  forms  it  may  assume,  as  each  individual  may  urge  his 
claim  in  his  own  way  and  as  it  may  also  cripple  our  treaties  with  Gov- 
ernments whose  citizens  may  have  acquired  rights  well  recognised 
by  comity  custom  and  equity.  It  cannot  escape  us  that  the  laws 
passed  by  Texas  aflFecting  this  subject  may  be  considered  as  ex-parte 
as  far  as  they  might  be  in  xjoUision  with  private  right,  and  at  least 
not  very  gracefully  received  in  other  countries  or  by  the  claimants 
of  our  own.  This,  with  arguments  submitted  in  the  pamphlet,  will 
tend  to  shew  the  prudence  and  strict  policy  of  a  compromise  when  an 
opportunity  offers  for  effecting  it.  When  once  the  subject  takes  its 
inception  I  shall  endeavour  to  make  it  general  and  conclusive.  Gen- 
eral Henderson  addressed  me  a  letter,  before  I  accepted  the  trust,  in 
which  he  expresses  the  opinion  that  such  a  compromise  would  be 
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of  great  important  to  Texas  and  in  fact  [t]  on  each  side  of  the 
question.  It  would  certainly  result  in  settlements  on  each  side  by 
the  compromise,  as  well  as  by  its  justice,  initiate  [  t]  them  generally 
over  the  republic  and  this  would  be  to  us  by  far  the  highest  consid- 
eration. I  have  also  sent  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  my  private 
claims  which  I  have  before  conversed  with  you  about  and  to  which 
you  favored  me  with  your  friendly  attention.  I  again  take  the  lib- 
erty of  asking  your  Kind  and  friendly  interposition  on  this  subject. 
And  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sentiments  of  high  respect  and  esteem 
Your  friend 

John  Woodward 
New  York  16  March  1838. 

B.    I  should  be  happy.  General,  in  receiving  a  line  from  you  as  your 
convenience  may  admit.  —  JW. 

[Addressed]  •  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency.  John  Woodward 

General  Mirabeau  Lamar.  No  date  nor  place 

Vice  President  at  the  Republic 
of  Texas. 

City  of  Houston. 
Texas. 
Hond.  by 
Doctor  Smith. 

No.  693 

1838  Mar.  18,  D.  G.  BURNET  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Oakland  March  18th  1838 
To 

General  M.  B.  Lamar 
dear  Sir 

I  have  been  requested  by  Col.  S.  Rhoads  Fisher, 
late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  furnish  a  copy  of  my  Speech  delivered 
as  his  Counsel  on  his  recent  trial  before  the  Senate,  for  publication — 

The  remarks  I  made  on  that  occasion,  were  without  the  aid  of 
notes,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  write  them  out  as  they 
were  uttered — I  could  write  a  Speech  with  less  reluctance  than  I 
could  attempt  to  palm  it  on  the  public  as  a  Speech  delivered  on  a 
Special  occasion — Col.  Fisher  has  particularly  called  my  attention 
to  the  following  Sentence  found  in  the  printed  Speech  of  Mr.  Kauf- 
man of  Nacogdoches,  Counsel  on  part  of  the  prosecution  in  the  same 
naval  trial. 

**And  Sir  I  would  be  doing  great  injustice  to  my  own  feelings 
were  I  not  to  return  my  most  profound  thanks  to  the  distinguished 
President  of  this  body  (General  Lamar)  for  the  pointed  and  eloquent 
rebuke,  which  he  yesterday  gave  to  one  of  the  Counsel  (Mr.  Burnet) 
who  had  forgotten  the  respect  due  to  himself  and  to  this  house." 

I  know  how  to  appreciate  the  rhetorical  flourishes  of  a  jealous  ad- 
vocate, sufficiently  well  not  to  attach  any  consequence  to  a  personal 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  op  Miba3eau  Buonaparte  Lamar  47 

allusion  of  this  kind — But  circumstances  sometimes  invest  the  merest 
trifles  with  a  Show  of  importance — In  this  instance  an  explanation 
of  the  facts  is  due  to  my  client  as  well  as  to  myself  and  if  I  have  not 
greatly  misunderstood  you,  there  is  a  patent  error  in  Mr.  Kaufman's 
application  of  your  remarks  on  the  occasion  alluded  to. 

I  am  not  sensible  that  at  any  moment  during  that  trial  I  manifested 
the  Slisrhtest  disrespect  to  the  Senate,  or  any  member  of  it.  That  I 
Spoke  with  Some  Severity  of  the  Prosecutor,  President  Houston,  is 
probably  true — But  I  am  confident  that  I  said  nothing  of  him  but 
what  was  authorised  by  facts  that  can  be  fully,  substantiated — 

It  did  not  therefore  enter  into  my  imagination  that  yourself  or  any 
member  of  the  Senate  could  construe  my  remarks  into  disrespect  for 
that  body — On  the  contrary,  I  should  esteem  it  much  the  weightier 
offence,  to  impute  to  them  collectively  or  individually,  so  much  oflB- 
cial  servility  as  that  suggestion  would  import. 

You  will  please  therefore  to  state  to  me,  whether  you  intend  the  re- 
marks designated  in  the  qilotation  from  Mr.  Kaufman's  speech,  as  a 
rebuke. 

I  should  not  have  put  you  to  to  this  trouble,  were  my  own  feelings 
alone,  concerned  in  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully 
Your  Obt.  Servt. 
David  6.  Burnet 
[rubric] 
[Endorsed] 
D.  G.  Burnett 
18th  Mch  1838 
about  Rhodes  Fisher  &C 

No.  604 

1838  Mar.  18,  M.  HUNT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Washington  City 
18th  March  1838. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Having  embarked  by  feelings  and  my  fortunes  in  the 
cause  of  Texas,  it  is  but  reasonable,  that  I  should  hail,  with  peculiar 
pleasure,  any  event  promising  a  fair  and  auspicious  future.  You 
^ill  therefore,  give  me  full  credit  when  I  assert  that,  no  intelligence 
^  given  me  so  great  gratification,  since  I  left  the  Republic,  as  that 
pf  your  nomination  to  the  next  Presidency.  Having  participated 
^  her  perilous  struggles  for  freedom,  your  name  has  become  iden- 
tified mih  her  victories  and  her  glory,  and  should  any  prejudice 
j^ise  its  voice  against  you,  a  thousand  from  purer  motives,  would 
'^sh  it  into  insignificance.  And  allow  me  to  say,  that  your  acknowl- 
^ged  abilities,  will,  if  they  do  not  entirely,  do  much  to  shield  you 
from  the  assaults  of  those  who  are  ever  ready  to  vilify  and  abuse. 
In  some  countries,  where  society  is  necessarily,  mixed  and  com- 
pounded of  a  thousand  species  and  parties,  and  a  still  greater  variety 
^'nations  and  opinions,  the  first  thing  to  be  accomplished,  is,  an 
^ity  of  interests  and  affections.    From  these,  the  nobler  sentiment 
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of  patriotism  will  inevitable  spring.  To  effect  these  ends  no  stratagem 
has  ever  been  formed  so  effectual  as  to  place  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  a  man,  who  is  himself  beloved  by  all. 

Ton,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  come  as  near  this  standard  as  an^r 
other  man  in  Texas. 

With  the  most  sincere  wishes  for  your  success 
To  I  remain  as  ever 

Gen.  M.  B.  Lamar  Your  friend  and  ob.  sev. 

&c    &c    &c  MemucanHunt 

Republic  of  Texas 

[Endorsed] 

Genl  M  Hunt 

Washington  City  18th,  Mch  1838 

Congratulations 

No.  695 

1838  Mar,  20,  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON", 

[TEXAS],  TO  ANTHONY  POSTER,  [COLUMBUS, 

MISSISSIPPI  t] 

Denying  the  assertion  that  Fotser  dealt  fraudulently  with  the 
Texas  government  as  its  agent;  answering  Poster's  letter  of  [Dec- 
27,  1937.]  Df.    1  p. 

No.  696 

1838  Mar.  27,  W[ILLIAM]  D.  REED,  COLUMBUS,  GEOGIA,  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

BRAZORIA,  TEXAS 

Difficulties  in  his  own  love  affair;  business  and  personal  messages; 
Lamar's  brother  the  bearer.    A.  L.  S.    3  p. 

No.  697 

1838     Mar.     30,     GE0[RGE1     WALTON,     MAYOR'S     OFFICE,. 

MOBILE,  ALABAMA,  TO  [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  [HOUSTON?],  TEXAS 

Introducing  Alexander  C.  Blount,  of  Mobile,  merchant,  ex-midship- 
man.   A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  698 

1838  Apr,  2,  PIERCE  M.  BUTLER,  COLUMBIA,  SOUTH  CARO- 
LINA, TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON?],  TEXAS 

Introducing  Milledge  S.  Bonham.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
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No.  699 

1838  Apr.  4,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Charleston  April  4th.  1838. 
Dear  Sir. 

Permit  me  to  introduce  to  your  acquaintance  Mr.  R  C 

Saunders  formerly  of  Macon. 

^Mr.  Saunders  goes  out  to  Texas  with  some  Land 

Scrip  which  I  received  in  payment  for  the  outfit.  I  furnished  Mr 
Henderson  to  enable  him  to  go  to  Europe  which  I  have  confided  to 
him  for  entry  &  location.  Any  Services  you  may  render  him  will 
be  gratefully  appreciated  by  your  friends  in  Macon,  as  he  is  an 
amiable  trustworthy  individual. — 

— ^He  takes  out  the  Bonds  in  a  Loan  for  your  Govt,  which 

I  have  projected  negotiating  for  your  Republic  in  London  this  Sum- 
mer. I  have  strong  Jiopes  &  confident  expectations  of  success  if  your 
Congress  &  Executive  will  adopt  the  plan  &  form  I  have  suggested. 
Should  I  succeed  I  hope  that  the  fruits  of  my  labor  will  give  power 
&  glory  to  your  administration  as  I  am  very  much  gratified  to  hear 
that  you  will  in  all  probability  be  elected  with  entire  unanimity, — 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  your  growing  Republc — 

I  remain 
The  Hon  Dear  Sir 

Mirabeau  Lamar  With  sincere  esteem 

Vice  Predt.  of  Very  respectf . 

— -Texas Your  ob  st 

J.    Hamilton 
[rubric] 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Hon.  Mirabeau  Lamar  Charleston  4  Apl.  1839 

Vice  Predt. 

of  Texas 

Houston 

Texas 

No.  700 

iS38  Apr.  4,  J[AMES]   HAMILTON,  CHARLESTON,   [SOUTH 
CAROLINA],  TO  MIRABEAU   [BUONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  Milledge  Bonham,  investigating  the  matter  of  bounty 
Jand  for  the  estate  of  his  brother,  the  late  [Col.  James  B.  Bonham.] 
I^S.    Ip. 

No.  701 

1838  Apr.  4,  E.  BURLESON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Bastrop  Aprile  4th  1838 
His  Ecelency  M.  B  Lamare 

Dear  Sir    I  take  the  Liberty 
of  addressing  you  a  few  lines  that  will  inform  you  that  a  few  dayes 
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Sence  I  bad  an  Engagement  with  the  Celebrated  Cordover  the  leader 
of  the  mexican  and  Indians  in  Eastern  Texas  he  was  on  his  way  to 
Matimoris  for  amunition  to  Supply  the  Indians  he  aimed  to  Cross 
the  Colorado  at  the  foot  of  the  Mountains  but  was  thrown  out  of  his 
way  by  the  Settlements  I  persued  hi  movertook  him  killed  thirty 
of  his  party  out  of  Sixty  four  and  wounded  many  others  to  gether 
with  Some  beluxyes  [Biloxi]  Indians  this  Condover  has  a  Concerted 
plan  with  different  tribes  of  Indians  to  opperate  a  gainst  texas  I  have 
inot  attempted  to  give  you  a  full  detail  of  all  the  perticulars  of  my 
Excereion  as  I  have  Sent  a  full  Report  to  the  war  department  and 
you  will  be  able  to  See  the  hole  arrangment  and  Some  documents 
that  I  took  in  the  action 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your 
Bis  Eccelency  Verry  obedient  Servent 

M  B  Lamar,  pr  Ewd.  Burleson 

[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

"His  Eccelency  M.  B  Lamar  Edw.  Burleson 

Houston  Bastrop  4th.  Apl  1838 

per  Col  Report  of  a  Battle  &c 
A.  C.  Jlorton 

No.  702 

1838  Apr.  6,  R.  E.  HANDY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Richmond  Saturday  Morning 
April  6th  1838 
Dear  Qenl — 

I  have  read  with  pleasure  our  friend  David  G.  Bumets  reply  to 
liis  friends !     God  deliver  me  from  such  friends —  I 

I  have  suggested  to  some  of  the  influential  men  of  our  neighbor- 
liood — the  propriety  of  holding  a  meeting,  that  we  may  Express 
our  views  and  feelings  in  regard  to  the  Candidates  for  the  next 
President  &  Vice  President  who  are  [to]  preside  over  us — The  result 
I  know  will  be  Exceedinglygrwtifying  to  your  friends —  And  unless 
you  should  intimate  by  retu[rn]  mail  that  you  do  not  desire  it — 
I  shall  call  a  meeting  on  Thursday  next. — 

In  great  haste 
Ever  Truly  Yours 
Robert  Eden  Handy 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  RE  Handy 
'Gen  M  B  Lamar  Richmd.  6th  apl  1838 

Houston  Political 
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No.  703 

[1838  before  Apr.  7,  M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON?].    LIFE  OF 
JAMES  LONG** 

General  Long's 

attempted  settlement 

of 

Texas. 


Chapter  1st. 


In  tbt  Spring  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen,  there  dwelt  in  the 
vicinity  of  Natches,  a  juvenile  Belle  of  great  vivacity  and  loveliness, 
whose  wit  and  beauty  were  heightened  by  the  refinem^t  of  her 
manners  and  the  purity  of  her  sentiments.  Though  young  in  years, 
she  was  not  a  minor  in  mental  accomplishments ;  and  attracting  the 
admiration  of  all,  she  was  wooed,  unwon  by  Beaux  of  the  highest 
renown.  She  had  now  arrived  at  that  age  when  the  laws  of  Mississippi 
require  a  parentless  child  to  choose  a  guardian. — Accident  lead  to  the 
choice  which  she  made;  and  whether  it  was  a  prudent  and  judicious 
<me,  the  reader  must  determine  when  he  hears  the  sequel. 

Tying  a  sun-bonnet  of  green  silk  under  her  fair,  round  chin,  and 
dinging  her  satchel  on  her  arm,  she  was  about  to  obey  the  summons  of 
the  Academy  bell,  when  she  was  suddenly  stopped  by  a  little  negro 
girl,  who  announced  in  a  joyous  mood,  that  a  stranger  had  just  gone 
mto  the  sick  man's  room.  **And  what  is  that  to  met*'  said  the 
youthful  beauty,  **do  his  friends  not  call  upon  him  every  day!" — 
"But  this  is  the  handsomest  man  in  the  world,"  replied  the  un- 
sophisticated servant,  **and  I  want  you  to  see  him  before  you  go 
to  school."  Now  the  handsomest  man  in  the  world  was  certainly 
a  sight  worth  seeing,  for  which  a  Belle  in  her  teens  might  very  well 

•^Lamar  spent  considerable  time  and  effort  in  collecting  material  for  a 
life  of  James  Long.  The  results  of  t}iese  exertions  are  in  his  papers  in  a 
large  quantity  of  notes  and  in  seven  folios  of  what  appears  to  be  the  final 
form  of  a  biography.  The  first  part  of  these  folios  has  been  printed  in 
Foote,  H.  S.,  Texas  and  the  Texana,  1,  198;  it  is  reprinted  here  for  the  sake 
of  completeness.  The  latter  part  of  Long's  life  was  never  completed  by  La^ 
mar,  but  from  notes  in  no.  501  of  this  collection,  and  from  two  other  folios 
of  notes  found  with  the  final  drafts  mentioned  above,  the  editor  has  at* 
tempted  to  complete  the  work.  These  two  folios  have  been  lettered  "X" 
and  "Y"  respectively,  and  will  be  referred  to  by  those  letters. 

Though  Lamar's  style  is  often  excessively  flowery  and  verbose,  the  docu- 
ments which  he  had  collected  concerning  Long  and  the  detailed  account  of 
Mrs.  Long's  experiences  at  Bolivar  Point  (most  probably  obtained  from  Mrs. 
Long)  have  convinced  the  editor  that  the  document  is  worth  printing. 
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afford  to  lose  an  afternoon's  recitation.  Accordingly  she  doffiid 
her  bonnet  and  threw  aside  her  books,  with  a  determination  to  take 
a  peep  at  this  fair  Adonis.  Whether  this  was  done  with  the  usual 
negligence  of  juvinility,  or  whether  she  stole  a  glance  at  the  mirror 
to  adjust  her  shining  ringlets,  is  a  matter  of  which  fame  reporteth  not; 
but  it  is  said  of  her,  however,  that  she  never  looked  more  lovely 
in  her  life,  nor  glowed  her  cheeks  with  a  deeper  crimson,  than  when 
the  unexpected  visitor — Cleaving  the  room  of  his  patient — entered  the 
parlour,  sans  ceremonie,  without  the  formalities  of  an  introduction,  but 
with  a  dignity  and  ease  that  spoke  the  gentleman  and  the  man  of 
breeding.  His  personal  appearance  came  up  fully  her  excited  ex- 
pectations ;  and  although  he  was  not  the  handsomest  man  in  the  world, 
he  nevertheless  possessed  a  very  commanding  figure — tall,  active 
and  erect,  with  a  fiery  eye  and  a  martial  tread — the  very  hero  for  a 
tale  of  love  and  war.  His  name,  and  the  purpose  of  his  visit  were 
mysteries  soon  explained.  He  was  a  Surgeon  in  the  army,  and  had 
come  to  administer  to  one  of  his  companions  in  arms,  who  was  then 
experiencing  the  hospitality  of  the  family. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  tell  the  reader,  for  he  has  guessed  already, 
that  our  youthful  heroine  experienced  the  fate  of  her  sex.  She 
saw  and  was  subdued.  But  more  fortunate  than  the  immaginary 
•characters  of  romance,  her  partiality  was  met  by  a  generous  requital 
The  heart  of  our  hero  bowed  to  the  dominion  of  beauty.  Indeed 
for  him  to  have  gazed  unmoved  and  passionless  upon  a  flower  of 
such  unrivalled  sweetness,  would  have  argued  a  want  of  that  ardor 
and  enthusiasm  which  are  considered  essential  to  the  character  of  a 
soldier.  In  a  few  minutes,  the  happy  couple,  mutually  pleased,  found 
themselves  seated  by  the  window,  contending  with  each  other  in  a 
game  of  Back-gammon. — the  Lady  of  course  was  victor,  and  won 
from  her  antagonist  a  pair  of  gloves. — The  payment  of  this  debt, 
formed  a  fair  pretext  for  our  hero  to  renew  his  visit  on  the  succeed- 
ing day.  '*I  come,'*  said  he,  '*to  settle  accounts;  for  debts  of  honor 
must  be  punctually  paid."  The  lady,  however,  declined  receiving 
the  gloves,  on  the  ground  that  she  had  played  for  amusement  only, 
with  no  view  of  exacting  the  forfeiture.  **Then" — said  the  gentle- 
man, **if  you  will  not  take  them  as  your  due,  you  must  at  least  accept 
them  as  a  present."  To  this  the  lady  could  not  politely  demur; 
and  as  she  put  forth  her  snowy  fingers  to  receive  the  gloves,  the 
happy  donor,  in  a  tone  betwixt  jocularity  and  earnest,  expressed  a 
wish  that  the  hand  that  gave  might  go  with  gift.  This  was  enough. 
The  lady  understood  the  hint,  and  was  pleased  to  see  how  the  wind 
was  blowing.  In  a  short  time  they  were  open  and  avowed  lovers. 
But  it  is  known  that  the  course  of  true  love  never  did  run  smoothe. 
The  friends  of  the  lady  objected  to  their  union  on  the  very  reason- 
able ground  of  the  youth  and  inexperience  of  the  parties ;  and  for  a 
good  while,  the  uncompromising  character  of  the  opposition  seemed 
in  a  fair  way  to  defeat  the  wishes  of  the  sighing  couple.  Chance 
and  courage,  however,  decided  the  matter. — 

We  have  already  told  that  our  young  heroine  would  shortly  have 
to  choose  her  guardian.  The  time  for  making  this  selection  was 
now  arrived ;  and  being  called  upon  to  name  the  individual  of  her 
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choice ;  she  turned  and  pointed  to  her  lover.  An  objection  was  made. 
"I  will  name  no  other'' — said  the  thwarted  damsel, — **you  force  me 
to  choose ;  and  he  is  my  choice." — ^Her  friends  remonstrated — she  was 
obstinate — they  scolded — she  persisted — and  at  length  when  it  was 
obvious  that  she  really  intended  what  she  said,  all  further  hostility 
ceased;  and  it  was  not  many  days  "before  the  delighted  lover  was 
hailed  in  the  family  in  the  double  capacity  of  guardian  and  husband. 
—They  were  married  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  the  bride  in  her  fourteenth  year  and  the  bride- 
groom in  his  twentieth. — ^And  ask  ye,  who  were  the  parties?  The 
lady's  maiden  name  was  Jane  H.  Wilkinson,  a  near  relation  of  the 
celebrated  Genl.  James  Wilkinson. — She  was  born  in  Charles  County, 
Maryland ;  and  losing  her  f other  at  an  early  age,  removed  with  her 
mother  to  the  state  of  Mississippi  in  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven. 
The  hero  of  the  story,  is  no  other  than  the  chivalerous  General  Long. — 
James  Long  was  born  in  Virginia;  and  when  quite  young,  emi- 
grated with  his  father  to  Kentucky  and  thence  to  Tennessee.  He 
was  a  merchant  at  fifteen;  but  being  illy  qualified  for  such  pursuits, 
soon  failed  in  business;  and  then  acted  as  clerk  in  his  father's  store 
for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  saved  by  great  economy,  six 
hundred  dollars,  with  which  he  completed  his  education,  and  after- 
wards studied  medicine  under  Doctor  Holland  of  Tennessee.  From 
the  shop  he  entered  the  army ;  was  a  great  favorite  of  General  Jack- 
son, who  used  to  call  him  his  young  lion. — He  was  attached  to  the 
medical  Staff  of  Carroll's  brigade,  and  distinguished  himself  in  the 
battle  of  New-Orleans.  After  this  memorable  victory,  Carroll  and 
Coffee  being  ordered  to  Natches,  Long  accompanied  them  in  his 
official  character;  and  it  was  whilst  he  was  at  this  place,  in  at- 
tendance upon  Mr  Ferguson,  the  invalid  soldier  at  Mr.  Calvert's, 
that  he  fell  under  the  observation  of  the  negro  girl,  whose  favorable 
report  of  his  personal  appearance,  had  led  to  such  an  unexpected  and 
happy  result. — 

On  the  third  day  after  his  marriage — having  resigned  his  station 
in  the  Medical  Staff — our  hero  left  Natches  with  his  fair  young  bride 
on  a  travelling  excursion ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  two  months,  settled 
at  Port  Gibson,  pursuing  his  profession  for  a  short  time,  when,  at  the 
entreaties  of  his  wife,  he  abandoned  the  practice  of  medicine,  and 
purchased  a  plantaton,  known  as  Walnut  Hill,  in  Warren  County.  He 
subsequently  owned  the  tract  on  which  the  town  of  Vicksburg  is  located. 
He  soon,  however,  disposed  of  his  farm,  and  commenced  merchandiz- 
ing in  company  with  W.  W.  Walker,  at  Natches,  where  he  continued  in 
business  for  two  years,  when  he  was  called  to  other  objects  more  con- 
genial to  his  enterprising  and  martial  feelings.  Long  was  by  nature  a 
soldier,  and  had  always  signed  for  a  proper  field  for  the  indulgence  of 
his  militarj^  spirit.  Texas  presented  such  a  field ;  and  to  the  Inde- 
pendence and  settlement  of  that  country  his  attention  was  now  di- 
rected. 

The  project,  however,  of  introducing  a  foreign  population  into 
those  beautiful  and  fertile  regions,  did  not  originate  with  Greneral 
Lonsr.  The  same  idea  had  occurred  to  others  many  years  before.  He 
had  been  preceeded  by  Brady  and  by  Bastrop,  both  of  whom,  very 
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soon  after  the  purchase  of  Lousiana  by  Mr.  Jeflferson,  besieged  the 
Spanish  authorities  for  permission  to  establish  colonies  on  the  Trinity 
and  on  the  Guadalupe.  Brady  wished  to  settle  fifteen  hundred 
families  on  the  latter  stream;  while  the  Baron  de  Bastrop's  project 
was  to  plant  upon  the  Trinity  an  equal  number  of  French  families 
and  Choctaw  Indians.  Their  object  was  pecuniary  speculation  and 
had  no  reference  to  the  Independence  of  the  country.  They  failed, 
however,  in  their  purpose.  They  knocked  at  the  door  of  authority, 
but  found  no  admittance.  Though  flattered  for  a  while  with  pretty 
fair  prospects  of  success,  the  proverbial  bigotry  and  jealousy  of  the 
Spanish  face  prevailed  in  the  coamcils,  and!  their  petitions  were 
finally  rejected  in  spite  of  the  vehement  devotion  which  they  breathed 
to  the  King  and  to  the  Pope. 

The  exclusive  policy  of  Old  Spain,  and  her  dread  and  distrust 
of  all  foreigners,  especially  the  North-Americans,  had  been  an  im- 
penitrable  barrier  to  every  thing  in  the  nature  of  enterprise  in  that 
extensive  and  delightful  Province.  No  one  was  permitted  even  to 
enter  its  fair  and  forbidden  vallies  without  special  permission  from 
the  government ;  so  that  the  country  remained  almost  a  Terra  Incog- 
nito to  the  world,  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  Revolution, 
when  a  bold  and  daring  set  of  intruders  forced  their  way  into  the 
almost  unknown  solitudes,  and  made  them  to  resound  with  the  roar 
of  arms.  They  entered  in  contemptuous  defiance  of  the  King's  man- 
date, and  relied  upon  their  valor  to  legalize  the  trespass.  They  had 
no  petitions  to  offer;  no  favors  to  ask.  Liberty  was  their  aim,  and 
the  sword  their  passport.  Their  object  was  precisely  the  same  as 
that  of  our  present  hero — ^viz — to  snatch  the  country  from  the  grasp 
of  depotism,  and  to  throw  open  its  broad  and  beautiful  praries  to  the 
settlement  and  cultivation  of  a  free,  virtuous  and  an  enlightened 
population. — 

We  allude,  of  course,  to  the  valient  spirits  who  followed  the  cele- 
brated Jose  Bernardo  Gutierrez  de  Lara,  in  the  sanguinary  wars  of 
1812  and  1813  in  Texas. — ^This  fearless  and  ferocious  patriot,  made 
his  appearance  in  the  United  States  very  soon  after  the  meloncholly 
termination  of  Hidalgo's  carreer.  He  came  in  search  of  succor  and 
assistance  for  his  beloved  and  bleeding  country.  His  first  appeal  was 
to  the  General  Government.  Having  encountered  and  conquered  the 
innumerable  difficulties  and  dangers  which  beset  his  long  ad  circuitous 
journey  from  the  Rio-Grande  to  the  Red-river,  he  arrived,  in  a  desti- 
tute condition,  at  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  in  the  latter  part  of 
1811;  and  proceeding  thence,  without  relay  to  Washington  city,  he 
communicated  to  the  public  authorities  there,  the  purpose  of  his  visit, 
and  besought  their  official  interposition  in  the  pending  contest  be- 
tween the  patriots  of  his  country  and  their  blood-thirsty  oppressors. 
He  was  well  received  by  the  President  and  Cabinet,  and  had  his 
personal  necessities  attended  to,  to  his  own  satisfaction.  But  this  was 
all.  In  a  very  short  timiC,  he  was  fully  satisfied  that  there  was  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  these  public  functionaries  to  involve  their 
country  in  the  strifes  of  foreign  nations.  Moreover,  he  was  told  that 
the  very  Province  whose  freedom  and  Independence  he  was  seeking 
to  establish  was  a  portion  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  American 
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government  at  a  proper  time,  would  have  to  assert  Its  claims.  As- 
tounded at  this  intelligence,  and  disappointed  in  the  results  of  his 
mission,  he  retraced  his  steps  to  New-Orleans  and  Natchitoches;  and 
planting  his  banner  on  the  banks  of  the  Sabine,  invoked  the  chivalry 
of  the  American  people  for  that  aid  and  support  which  he  had  failed 
to  obtain  from  the  government. — 

The  appeal  was  not  in  vain.  In  brief  space,  the  still  determined 
and  untiring  Bernardo,  found  himself  surrounded  by  a  little  band 
of  heroes,  as  high-spirited  and  devoted  as  ever  rallied  to  the  call  of 
freedom.  Not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  they  took 
•up  the  line  of  march  about  the  middle  of  August  1812,  with  Berdardo 
himself  as  their  no^ninal  and  McGehee  as  their  actual  leader.  The 
most  prominent  actors  in  the  scene  were  Kemper,  Lucket,  Perry,  Ross 
McGhee,  and  others.  Their  destination  was,  Sanantonio  de  Bexar,^ 
but  being  notified  on  their  arrival  at  the  river  St  Marks,  that  an 
ovenvhelming  force  was  on  the  road  waiting  their  approach,  they 
diverged  from  the  direct  route,  and  moved  upon  the  ancient  town  of 
La  Bahia,  now  Goliad,  which  they  reached  without  opposition  and 
captured  witnout  difficulty.  Very  soon  after  taking  possession  of 
this  place,  the  Royal  forces  made  their  appearance,  three  thousand 
strong,  under  the  command  of  Herrera  and  Solcedo.  The  battle- 
commenced  at  once;  and  for  four  months,  there  was  scarcely  a  day's: 
repose  from  sanguinary  conflict;  during  which  time  the  Americans: 
were  reduced  to  the  greatest  possible  extremities  from  fatigue,  hun- 
ger,  thirst  and  frightful  disease.  Nevertheless  they  continued  stout 
of  heart  and  firm  of  purpose,  without  quailing  in  a  single  instance 
before  the  foe,  or  losing  a  solitary  victory. — ^We  will  not  enter  into 
the  particulars  of  that  wonderful  contest;  it  is  not  necessary  to  our 
present  purpose;  but  when  the  amost  superhuman  exploits  of  that 
little  band,  shall  be  properly  set  forth,  it  will,  form  one  of  the  most 
thrilling  and  spirit-stirring  episodes  in  the  history  of  Texas.  Perhaps 
there  is  nothing  comparable  in  modem  chivalry,  to  their  unflaging 
valor,  lofty  daring  and  astounding  triumphs.  We  have  only  to  lament 
that  a  career  so  brilliant,  should  have  closed  so  darkly. — ^After  being- 
victorious  in  an  hundred  fights;  and  having  vanquished  in  equitable 
combat,  three  of  the  best  armies  of  Spain,  these  astonishing  heroes,, 
were  doomed  at  last  to  seal  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
by  the  blood  of  martyrdom.  This  happened  at  the  memorable  bat- 
tle of  Medina. — 

The  town  of  Sanantonio,  having  capitulated  to  the  victorious 
Liberators,  the  Generals  Herrera  and  Solcedo,  together  with  twelve 
of  the  most  prominent  Royalists  of  the  place,  surrendered  them- 
Hves  to  the  American  portion  of  the  little  army.  These  men,  in 
their  days  of  triumph,  had  been  very  unsparing  to  the  pa^^ior 
prisoners.  They  had  executed  Aldama,  Delgado,  Cassa  Monchaca 
and  many  others.  Indeed  there  was  scarcely  a  Mexican  in  the  con- 
quering army  whose  family  had  not  been  made  to  feel  the  weight 
of  their  cruelty  and  wrath.  They,  therefore,  now  dreaded  the 
vindictive  retaliation  of  Bernardo;  and  hoped  to  escape  it  by  de- 
livering themselves  up  to  the  Americans  and  not  to  the  Mexicans. 
This,  however,  availed  them  nothing.    The  Americans  protected 
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them  as  long  as  it  was  possible;  but  the  fierce  vengeance  of  the 
natives  was  inappesable  and  uncontrolable.  Partly  by  force  and 
partly  by  stratigem  the  prisoners  were  taken  out  of  the  custody  of 
the  Americans;  and  on  the  ensuing  morning  the  deep  red  of  a 
neighboring  rivulet  proclaimed  their  meloncholly  fate.  Shocked  at 
the  atrocious  transaction,  many  of  the  Americans  abandoned  the 
cause,  and  returned  to  the  United  States.  Those  who  still  continued 
in  the  service,  deposed  the  ferocious  Bernardo  of  the  chief  command, 
and  elected  in  his  place,  a  Spaniard  from  Cuba  by  the  name  of  Jose 
Alvarez  de  Toledo.  In  the  mean  while,  the  Royalists  had  marshalled 
a  more  formidable  force  than  ever  under  the  command  of  the  bloody 
Arredondo,  who  was  now  rapidly  advancing  upon  San  Antonio. 
The  new  commander  went  forth  to  meet  the  approaching  foe.  The 
battle  ensued  on  the  western  side  of  the  Medina.  It  was  the  blood- 
iest and  the  last.  Scarcely  an  American  escaped  to  tell  the  story 
of  their  defeat.  Those  who  did  not  fall  in  the  action,  were  pursued 
by  the  traitor  Elisondo,  and  butchered  in  their  flight.  The  road  was 
strewn  with  human  bones  from  Medina  to  the  Trinity.  Thus  termi- 
nated this  extraordinary  campaign;  and  thus  perished  in  the  holy 
eause  of  liberty,  the  most  indomitable  and  self-sacrifising  heroes 
that  ever  sallied  to  combat. — In  spite  of  their  misfortunes,  their 
career  of  glory  was  not  without  its  utility ;  for  it  had  the  happy  effect 
of  paralyizing  the  Royalists  in  the  interior,  and  at  the  same  time  of 
inspiring  the  patriots  with  fresh  hopes  and  to  higher  exertions. — 
But  for  the  American  arms  in  Texas,  the  formidable  forces  which 
were  brought  against  them  and  destroyed  by  them,  would  have  been 
turned  like  hell-hounds  against  other  sections  of  the  country,  and 
might  have  changed  the  whole  current  of  the  Revolution. — 

After  the  disastrous  battle  of  Medina,  which  took  place  on  the 
18th  dav  of  August  1813,  the  country  lapsed  into  its  former  condi- 
tion. The  native  inhabitants  could  do  nothnig  without  the  aid  of 
American  valor;  and  the  Royalists  having  no  longer  anything  to 
apprehend  from  this  source,  resumed  their  wonton  despotism,  and 
ruled  the  Province  with  an  iron  hand.  Matters  thus  continued 
without  much  interruption  until  1819,  when  the  war  was  renued 
by  the  subject  of  our  present  sketch.  He  was  invited  to  the  enter- 
prise by  the  citizens  of  Natches.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place, 
animated  by  a  noble  enthusiasm  in  favor  of  the  cause  of  Liberty, 
resolved  to  make  one  more  effort  to  destroy  the  merciless  domination 
of  Spain  in  that  beautiful  and  outraged  land,  and  to  plant  upon  its 
soil  the  broad  banner  of  freedom,  happiness  and  Independence.  A 
public  meeting  was  accordingly  held,  and  arrangements  were  enter- 
ed into  for  an  immediate  and  vigorous  possession  of  the  country. 
General  Adair  was  to  have  been  the  leader  of  the  expedition ;  but 
from  some  cause  unknown  to  us,  he  declined  the  proffered  honor, 
and  the  command  was  tendered  to  General  Long;  who  nothing  in- 
timidated by  the  misfortunes  of  his  gallant  predecessors,  accepted 
the  responsibility  with  pride  and  pleasure,  and  entered  at  once  upon 
the  duties  of  the  station  with  his  characteristic  energy  &  enthu- 
siasm. 

The  activity,  zeal  and  valor  of  General  Long  as  well   as   his 
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acknowledged  military  talents,  made  him  not  only  a  suitable,  but 
popular  leader.  He  pledged  the  whole  of  his  private  fortune  in 
the  enterprise ;  in  which  he  was  joined  by  Genl.  W.  W.  Walker,  his 
mercantile  partner,  and  many  other  of  the  choicest  spirits  of  the  day. 
With  the  best  wishes  for  his  welfare,  he  left  Natches  with  about 
seventy  five  of  the  most  hardy  and  entrepid  followers,  on  the  17th 
day  of  June  1819.  As  he  pushed  from  the  shore,  a  shot  from  the 
cannon  was  fired  to  his  success.  It  was  evident,  however,  that  an 
expedition  so  publicly  gotten  up  and  openly  conducted,  could  not 
be  permitted  to  pass  off  without  the  notice  of  the  government. — 
Attempts  were  accordingly  made  by  the  proper  authorities,  to  arrest 
the  leader;  but  the  officers,  not  being  over  active  and  vigilant,  their 
efforts  were  easily  eluded,  and  General  Long  moved  oflE  in  triumph 
with  his  Spartan  band,  awakening  the  spirit  of  war  in  his  march, 
and  gathering  strength  as  he  moved  along. — ^He  pushed  for  Natch- 
itoches,  where  he  had  a  branch  of  his  mercantile  establishment  (which 
he  left  to  the  superintendence  of  McDaniel)  and  thence  to  the  Sabine 
and  on  to  Nacogdoches,  where,  in  a  short  time  after  his  arrival  he 
was  able  to  muster  about  three  hundred  strong. — 

It  is  a  matter  of  much  regret  that  there  are  so  few  objects  upon 
which  the  minds  of  men  can  harmonize  and  act  in  concert.  The 
most  laudable  and  exalted  purposes  seem  fated  to  breed  a  diversity 
of  sentiment ;  and  that  diversity,  to  engender  passion. — ^But  if  there 
is  any  one  point  upon  which  a  whole  community  might  think  and 
feel  and  af*t  together  with  unHy  and  pleasure,  we  should  suppose  it 
would  be  just  such  an  expedition  as  the  one  on  which  our  hero  has 
embarked.  Yet  this,  like  many  other  of  the  noblest  efforts  in  the 
cause  of  freedom,  was  doomed  to  encounter  the  opposition  of  the 
ignorant  and  the  malice  of  the  vicious,  notwithstanding  the  purity 
of  the  motives  which  prompted  it,  and  the  glorious  ends  to  which  it 
was  directed.  Long's  designs  were  by  many,  either  misunderstood 
or  misrepresented.  Even  some  of  his  own  followers,  looked  upon 
the  project  as  one.  which  was  entered  upon,  merely  because  of  its 
perils,  and  the  individual  glory  to  which  it  might  lead.  But  such 
a  view  is  not  only  unjust  to  the  intellect  and  principles  of  the  gal- 
lant leader,  but  it  reflects  discredit  upon  some  of  the  purest  and  most 
distin^ished  citizens  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  The  expedition 
was  founded  in  neither  private  speculation  nor  a  desire  of  personal 
agrandizement.  It  was  known  to  the  intelligent  portion  of  the 
people,  both  of  Natches  and  New-Orleans,  that  its  sole  desisrn  and 
intention  was  to  get  possession  of  the  country — to  rescue  it  from 
Colonial  bondage ;  and  by  establishing  good  government,  order  and 
security,  to  induce  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States  to  occupy  and 
cultivate  it.  General  Long  hoped  to  achieve  by  military  operations, 
precisely  what  the  two  Austins  afterwards  had  the  ability  and 
address  to  accomplish  by  peaceful  negoceation.  To  show  that  no 
sinister  or  unworthy  motives  influenced  his  movements,  and  that  his 
yiews  were  liberal  and  comprehensive,  directed  solely  to  the  freedom, 
independence  and  settlement  of  the  country,  we  have  only  to  give 
a  plain  statement  of  his  proceedings  on  his  arrival  at  Nacogdoches, 
and  let  them  speak  for  themselves. — 
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On  taking  possession  of  this  place  (which  he  did  without  opposi- 
tion) the  first  thing  to  which  our  hero  directed  his  attention  was  the 
establishment  of  Civil  government. — A  **Supreme  Council"  was 
elected,  invested  with  unlimited  and  controlling  powers  of  legisla- 
tion. The  Council  was  to  be  composed  of  twenty  one  members; 
but  from  some  cause  unknown  to  the  writer,  eleven  only  were 
chosen — to  wit — Horatio  Biglow,  Hamlin  Cook,  W.  W.  Walker, 
Stephen  Barker,  John  Sibley  (of  Nachitoches)  S.  Davenport,  John 
G.  Burnett,  J.  Childs,  Pedro  Procello  and  Jose  Bernardo  Gutierres. 
The  two  last  mentioned  were  Mexicans  of  liberal  principles,  who 
signified  their  acceptance  of  the  station,-  but  never  attended  the 
Sessions.  The  reader  will  recognise  in  Gutierrez  the  implacable 
avenger  whose  carreer  we  have  just  noticed.  After  being  despoiled 
of  his  command  by  the  Americans  at  San  Antonio,  he  retired  to 
New-Orleans  where  he  abided  in  credit  and  respectabliity  until  1819,^ 
when  he  enrolled  himself  in  the  enterprise  of  General  Long.  He  wa» 
not  in  a  situation  to  render  much  assistance  to  the  cause,  having 
already  expended  his  fortune,  which  was  once  considerable,  in  the 
servise  of  his  country;  but  the  open  espousal  of  the  enterprise  and 
his  readiness  to  share  its  dangers,  was  an  evidence  of  his  continued 
attachment  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  his  unabated  hostility 
to  the  tyrannical  domination  of  Spain.  (In  182 —  he  returned  to 
his  native  country;  and  very  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Tamaulpas 
was  elected  Governor  of  that  State  by  the  Legislature  which  was 
then  in  Session.  He  accepted  the  station  with  reluctance  and  re- 
tained it  but  a  few  months.  He  says  of  himself,  that  although  he 
had  acquired  by  experience  and  suflfering  some  knowledge  of  the 
military  art,  he  had  no  particular  qualifications  for  civil  employ- 
ment. His  brief  administration,  however,  was  such  as  to  obtain 
from  the  Legislature  that  elected  him  a  very  flattering  letter  in 
his  favor,  addressed  to  the  General  Government  of  Mexico,  recom- 
mending the  old  veteran  to  the  kind  consideration  of  the  public 
authorities;  for  he  was  now  poor,  and  it  was  proper  that  he  should 
receive  some  rumuneration  for  the  past.  It  is  not  generally  known, 
that  it  was  during  the  short  time  he  was  Governor  of  Tamaulipas, 
that  Iturbede  was  executed ;  and  mainly  by  virtue  of  his  influence 
and  authority.  While  others  were  vasilating  about  the  act,  doubting 
the  propriety  of  taking  the  life  of  so  eminent  a  personage  without 
first  consulting  the  national  Congress,  he  gave  the  fiat,  and  the  deed 
was  done. — Gutierrez  was  an  iron  man;  prone  to  violince  and  full 
of  prejudice;  but  beyond  all  doubt  a  hero  and  a  patriot;  and  in  the 
walks  of  private  life  was  always  regarded  as  an  honest  citizen  and  a 
good  neighbor.    His  birth  and  death  was  in  the  town  of  Guerrero.)* 

General  Long  was  chosen  President  of  the  Council,  The  body 
convened  on  the  22nd  of  June  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen; 
and  on  the  succeeding  day  declared  the  province  a  free  and  Inde- 
pendent Republic®'^    Various  laws  were  now  enacted  for  the  organi- 

*This  notice  of  Bernardo  &  other  matters  concerning  him  wiU  appear  in 
another  place.      [Note  In  document.] 

«8An  extract  from  Long's  declaration  will  be  fonnd  in  2fiZw  Register^  17, 
31.    Sept.  11,  1819. 
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7iition  of  the  country,  and  the  raising  of  revenxie.  The  public  do- 
main, as  a  matter  of  course,  was  the  chief  dependence  for  means. 
A  bill  was  accordingly  passed  for  the  survey  and  sale  of  36  Town- 
ships of  land  on  the  Attoyac  and  Red-river;  the  minimum  price  of 
those  on  the  first  named,  being  fixed  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  payable 
one  fourth  down,  and  the  residue  in  three  annual  instalments;  whilst 
the  lands  lying  on  the  latter  stream  were  to  be  sold  at  various  prices 
according  to  its  quality,  ranging  from  twelve  and  a  half,  to  fifty 
cents  per  acre.  Major  Cook  was  commissioned^  on  the  twenty  ninth 
of  July  to  proceed  to  Pecan  Point  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
order  on  the  frontier  and  of  promoting  the  settlements  already  com- 
menced in  that  section  by  oflfering  bounty-lands  to  soldiers,  and  Head- 
rights  to  actual  settlers.  A  printing  ofiice  was  put  in  operation  by 
Mr  Harris;  and  a  News-paper  called  the  ''Star"  was  published  under 
the  editorial  conduct  of  Horatio  Biglow ;  a  man  of  considerable  intelli- 
gence and  talents  and  not  destitute  of  merit,  apart  from  his  inveterate 
habits  of  intoxication.  The  paper  derived  its  name  from  the  national 
flag  of  the  New-Eepublic,  which  was  of  white  silk,  striped  and  fringed 
with  red,  having  a  single  star  in  the  center  of  a  red  ground  in  the 
upper  comer,  attached  to  the  staff.  It  was  devised  by  the  General 
himself;  and  the  one  first  hoisted  in  the  cause,  was  the  handy  work 
of  Mrs  Long  and  her  sister  Chesley,  afterwards,  Mrs  Miller.  These, 
and  many  other  regulations,  all  salutary  in  their  character,  and 
well  calculated  to  promote  the  objects  intended,  were  adopted,  and 
promised  at  the  time,  much  greater  stability,  and  more  beneficial 
consequences  than  were  realized. — 

Among  the  proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Council  we  find  an  Act 
authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  military  post  at  Bolivar  Point ;  and 
another,  directing  the  organization  of  a  Custom  House  on  Galvezton 
Island.  The  title  of  this  latter  act  is — **An  Act  declaring  Galveston, 
in  the  Island  of  St  Louis,  a  Port  of  entry  and  delivery.'' — These 
measures  were  predicated  upon  a  letter  received  from  the  celebrated 
Lafitte,  who  was  then  in  the  occupancy  of  that  Island.  Lafitt's 
letter  was  in  reply  to  one  from  General  Long  announcing  his  plans 
and  designs,  and  invoking  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  that  inveterate 
despoiler  of  Spanish  commerce.  The  letter,  we  think,  is  too  interest 
ing  and  important  to  be  omitted.  We  will  venture  to  insert  it,  not- 
withstanding its  inconvenient  length.  Its  publication — ^now  for  the 
first  time — may  not  only  be  gratifying  to  the  curiosity  of  the  reader; 
but  the  letter  itself  will  serve  as  an  illustration  of  the  character  of  the 
auther,  and  cannot  fail  to  present  him  in  a  much  less  repulsive  light 
than  the  one  in  which  he  has  been  generally  regarded.  The  original®* 
is  now  before  us;  but  we  shall  avail  ourselves  of  the  unambitious 
translation  of  it,  by  our  friend  Mr  Damour  of  Macon  Georgia,  whose 
knowledge  of  his  native  idiom  is  more  critical  and  copious  than  that 
of  his  adopted  country. 
•  •  •  ••  •  •  • 

Very  soon  after  the  reception  of  the  foregoing  letter,  Biglow,  was 
dispatched  to  Galvezton  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 

*'A  translation  of  this  original  was  printed  as  no.  19  of  this  conection. 
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two  acts  above  specified,  and  also  for  the  object  of  consumating  an 
alliance  with  the  Lord  of  that  Island  and  receiving  from  him  such 
supplies  of  amimition  and  provisions  as  he  might  be  able  to  furnish. 
The  specific  instructions  which  he  carried  with  him,  are  not  known. 
It  is  only  known  that  he  disappointed  the  expectations  of  his  Chief, 
and  produced  infinitely  more  mischief  than  good. 

.  While  the  Supreme  Council  was  thus  engaged  with  the  civil  affairs 
of  government,  the  disposition  of  the  military  force  stood  thus.  David 
Long — the  Generars  youngest  brother — was  stationed  on  the  Trinity 
river,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  merchandize  to  barter  with 
the  Indians  for  horses  and  mules.  Johnson  was  sent  to  the  Nava- 
sota  and  the  Yegue  on  a  similar  expedition ;  while  Major  Smith,  with 
forty  men,  ocupied  the  Cochattee  Village.  Walker  was  ordered  with 
twenty  three  men  to  fortify  on  the  Brazos,  which  he  attempted  to 
do  at  the  Old  LaBahia  Crossing,  meeting  on  his  march  five  of  Johnson's 
men  who  united  with  him.  The  Mexican  population  in  Nacogdoches, 
though  unreliable  in  the  hour  of  danger,  was  nevertheless  attached  to 
the  cause,  and  manifested  their  readiness  to  abide  by  its  consequences. 
The  Genl.  himself  was  pretty  constantly  occupied  in  negociating  for 
supplies — arranging  for  the  augmentation  of  his  force — remonstrat- 
ing against  the  interferrence  of  the  American  authorities  at  Port 
Jesup  in  his  affairs,  and  at  the  same  time  impatiently  waiting  intelli- 
gence from  Biglow;  upon  the  result  of  whose  mission  his  own  move- 
ments in  a  great  measure  would  have  to  depend. — 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs,  when  General  Long  was  suddenly 
called  to  Galveston  Island.  He  was  called  thither  by  the  inexcusable 
derelictions  of  Biglow.  This  unfortunate  officer,  instead  of  executing 
his  mission  with  that  punctuality  and  efficiency  which  its  importance 
demanded,  abandoned  himself  to  dissipation  as  soon  as  he  arrived  at 
the  Island;  and  by  his  continued  intoxication,  excited  the  disgust 
and  contempt  of  Lafitte,  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  latter  would 
have  no  communication  or  connection  with  him.  This  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  General  Long  should  proceed  forthwith  to  that  point  himself, 
and  accomplish  in  person  what  his  drunken  agent  had  failed  to  achieve. 
The  establishment  of  amicable  relations  with  that  heroic  operator  on 
the  gulf,  was  a  matter  of  too  much  importance  to  be  neglected  or 
postponed.  His  position  &  resources  could  make  him  a  very  efficieut 
ally  or  a  very  formidable  enemy.  Without  his  friendship  and  assist- 
ance, it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  the  General  to  organize  that 
section  of  the  country  or  derive  any  advantage  from  its  parJs. — 
Hence  the  necessity  of  his  repairing  thither  without  delay.  He  is 
now  on  the  eve  of  setting  out.  Before  his  departure,  however,  we 
will  bring  up  the  history  of  another  individual  whose  adventures  .lad 
character  are  no  less  extraordinary  than  his  own;  and  who  is,  with 
all  his  exalted  qualities,  his  equal  fully,  in  every  respect — in  intel- 
lectual vigor,  as  well  as  nobility  of  soul. — 

Long's  Expedition 
Chapter  2nd. 
Indeed  the  history  of  Mrs  Long  is  so  intimately  connected  with 
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that  of  her  husband,  and  is,  of  itself,  so  full  of  interest,  thai  it  can- 
not be  omitted  without  material  injury  to  the  narrative.  I  doubt 
whether  the  reader  will  not  find  her  story  the  more  excitins:  of  the 
two.  Her  situation  at  the  time  General  Long  left  her  at  Nat'jhez 
was  one  of  peculiar  anxiety.  In  a  few  days  after  his  departure,  she 
became  the  mother  of  her  second  child. — -This  materially  increased  the 
pang  of  separation ;  which  soon  became  so  intense  and  insupportable 
that  she  resolved,  when  her  infant  as  yet,  was  not  a  fortnight  old, 
to  follow  her  husband  and  share  hi^  destiny,  in  despite  of  her  feeble 
condition  and  against  the  most  solemn  entreaties  of  her  friends.  He 
was  in  a  foreign  country — in  the  midst  of  peril — ^with  no  home  but 
the  camp  and  no  safety  but  his  sword.  To  follow  him  under  such 
circumstances,  and  in  her  situation,  looked  like  self-immolation — a  holy 
sacrifice  of  life  at  the  shrine  of  affection;  and  to  attempt  such  a  jour- 
ney, through  a  wilderness  of  savages,  in  a  distant  land,  with  her 
two  little  children  and  no  human  assistance  except  a  small  negro  girl, 
displays  a  resolution  and  fortitude  unrivalled  in  romance,  and  which 
nothing  but  the  tenderest  and  deepest  feelings  of  the  human  heart, 
could  inspire. — 

She  started  on  the  twenty  eigh+h  of  June. — ^Mr  James  Rowan,  the 
friend  of  her  husband,  and  a  wealthy  merchant  of  the  place,  hearing 
that  she  was  about  to  embark,  came  to  the  river  bank  to  see  her  off 
and  bid  her  farewell.     He  found  her  in  tears.    And  well  might  she 
weep ;  for  she  was  not  only  leaving  the  home  of  her  happier  days,  but 
she  was  going,  she  knew  not  where,  on  a  long  journey  in  a  strange 
land,  with  ruined  health,  almost  destitute  of  means  and  without  a 
friendly  hand  to  aid  her  on  the  way.    These  things  weighed  upon 
her  heart ;  but  the  burthen  was  quickly  lighted  by  the  generous  Rowan. 
It  was  impossible  for  this  excellent  man  to  see  the  dews  of  affliction 
in  the  eye  of  beauty,  without  wiping  them  away.    Unprepared  as  he 
was  for  such  a  trip,  he  nevertheless  stepped  in  the  boat,  and  with 
those  elevated  principles  of  benevolence  and  generosity  which  belong 
only  to  the  virtuous  and  brave,  he  proffered  to  see  her  on  her  jour- 
ney as  far   as   her   sister   Calvart's,  in  Alexandria,  where  suitable 
arrangements  could  be  made  to  convey  her  with  comfort  and  safety  to 
her  husband.     In  a  few  minutes  they  were  gliding  down  the  river. 
The  journey   to   Alexandria  was  protracted  and  distressing.     The 
weather  was  bad — accomodations  worse — and  the  boat  finally  stopping 
on  the  route,  a  messenger  had  to  be  dispatched  to  Alexandria  for 
means  of  conveyance.    After  much  delay,  a  courier  made  his  appear- 
ance with  a  couple  of  horses.    Mrs  Long  and  her  servant  girl  mount- 
ing one  of  the  animals ;  and  Mr.  Rowan  the  other,  with  the  little 
daughter,  Ann,  behind  him  and  the  infant  in  his  arms,  they  completed 
the  balance  of  the  route,  exhausted  with  fatigue  and  drenched  in 
^in.    The  boat  with  her  trunks  and  other  effects,  arrived  in  a  few 
days;  bearing  the  unwelcome  tidings  of  the  death  of  the  young  man 
who  had  been  despatched  with  the  horses.     He  died  of  fatigue  and 
^^Posure.     The  trip  from  Natchez  to  Alexandria  comsumed  nearly 
twenty  days.     Mr.  Rowan,  after  waiting  a  week  at  Mrs  Calvert's 
^^^  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  Natchez,  took  his  friendly  leave 
^'  tb^  hospitable  family — not  however,  until  he  had  supplied  Mrs 
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Long  with  what  funds  her  journey  might  seem  to  require,  and  placed 
in  her  hands,  a  letter  of  credit  to  draw  on  his  house,  in  the  event 
of  unforeseen  contingencies.  Conduct  like  this,  is  too  noble  and 
exalted  to  require  any  eulogy;  it  goes  into  the  honest  heart  without 
the  aid  of  language,  and  needs  no  eloquence  to  make  it  attractive 
and  lovely. 

For  more  than  four  weeks,  Mrs  liong  remained  at  her  sisters,  dan- 
gerously ill.  The  physicians  believing  that  mental  anxiety,  if  not 
the  cause  of  her  declining  healtli,  was,  at  least,  a  serious  barrier  to 
her  recovery,  advised  her  to  prosecute  her  journey  without  delay, 
which  she  could  do,  they  said,  with  benefit  to  herself  by  making 
short  stages,  and  avoiding  exposure.  She  accordingly  sat  out  in  a 
close  carriage,  leaving  her  infant  to  the  care  of  Mrs  Calvart,  and 
made  for  Natchitoches,  accompanied  by  a  Mr  Randal  Jones  and 
others,  who  were  on  their  march  to  her  husband's  standard.  Tarry- 
ing a  few  days  at  Natchitoches,  she  proceeded  to  the  Sabine,  where 
she  expected  to  be  met  by  her  husband.  He  had  been  there  the  day 
previous  according  to  appointment ;  but  could  not  wait  her  arrival,  in 
consequence  of  intelligence  received  from  Nacogdoches.  At  the  Sabine, 
she  also  remained  a  couple  of  days  to  resusitate  her  strength,  and 
then  resumed  her  journey,  still  accompanied  by  her  volunteer  friends 
and  several  new  recruits  who  had  joined  them  on  the  way.  The  first 
day's  travel  from  the  Sabine,  was  to  Mr  Barley's,  a  distance  only  of 
seven  miles,  where  she  camped  for  the  night.  By  daylight  the  next 
morning,  she  was  again  moving  on  the  road,  and  that  night  reached 
the  Attoyac  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  almost  drowned  in  rain. 
The  daughter  of  Mr.  Alexander  was  kind  in  her  attentions;  and 
assisted  in  drying  her  clothes  by  the  fire.  In  the  morning  the  river 
was  swimming ;  but  all  hands  crossed  it  without  accident ;  and  though 
it  was  so  late  in  the  day  as  10  o'clock,  the  persevering  heroine  reached 
Nacogdoche  before  the  setting  of  the  sun,  and  experienced  in  the 
warm  welcome  of  her  husband,  an  ample  compensation  for  all  her 
toils  and  sufferings  past.  She  was  now  at  the  end  of  her  protracted 
journey,  blessed  in  the  affections  of  a  hero  that  she  idolized — ^whose 
happiness  was  her  study — whose  glory  was  her  delight — ^and  whose 
misfortunes  she  was  willing  to  share  when  she  could  not  avert. — 

But  the  Rain-bow  is  not  always  the  signal  of  serener  hours. — Though 
it  often  span  the  retiring  clouds,  it  sometimes  sits  upon  the  brow 
of  a  gathering  storm.  And  such  proved  the  light  that  illumined  the 
countenance  of  our  happy  heroine  on  meeting  with  the  idol  of  her 
heart.  It  was  a  rainbow  joy  upon  a  cloud  of  sorrow.  She  arrived 
upon  the  very  eve  of  calamity.  A  brief  period — ^a  few  weeks  only — 
of  perpetual  excitement  and  alarm  was  spent  with  her  husband  when 
imperious  circumstances — which  we  have  already  explained — de- 
manded his  immediate  departure  for  to  Galveston. — 

The  importance  of  establishing  amicable  relations  with  the  hero 
of  the  Gulf,  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  course  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  was  pursuing  towards  General  Long. 
He  complains  that  the  oflficers  at  Port  Jesup,  had  intercepted  his 
supplies;  and  had  proceeded  to  the  extremity  of  detaining  his  lady's 
trunk.     This  necessarily  increased  his  dependence  upon  Galveston. 
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He  could  do  nothing  without  the  advantages  of  that  port.  That 
it  should  be  kept  open  for  the  reception  of  supplies,  and  for  the 
admission  of  emigrants  and  soldiers  coming  into  the  country,  was 
an  indispensible  matter.  Nor  was  it  less  essential  that  it  should 
also  be  made  a  source  of  public  revenue.  But  these  were  objects 
which  coul(J  not  be  effected  without  the  acquiesence  and  friendly  co- 
operation of  Lafitte.  Hence  the  necessity  of  General  Long  repairing 
to  that  point  with  all  possible  despatch.  The  importance  his  going, 
was  not  unappreciated  by  his  fair  lady;  who  was  of  too  sound  an 
tinderstanding  to  disuade  her  husband  from  the  calls  of  duty,  how- 
ever much  inclined  she  might  be  to  exclaim,  **here  we  meet  too  soon 
to  part.'' — Leaving  his  wife  with  the  family  of  a  Mr.  Amberson,  and 
placing  Major  Cook  (who  had  returned  from  Pecan  Point)  in  com- 
mand of  the  garrison,  the  General  departed  for  the  Island  on  tlw 
twenty  second  day  of  September,  taking  with  his  thirteen  men;  and 
while  he  is  rapidly  pursuing  his  coast-wide  journey,  we  will  avail 
ourselves  of  the  opportunity  it  affords,  .of  taking  a  transient  glance 
at  the  operations  of  the  enemy. — 

The  Spanish  authorities  at  Bexar,  having  their  emisaries  in  every 
garter,  were  fully  apprised  at  all  times,  of  the  movements  of 
General  Long;  and  as  early  as  their  limited  resources  would  permit, 
the  necessary  preparations  were  adopted  for  opposing  and  defeating 
them.  Ignacio  Perez  received  orders*^ — dated  16th  of  September, 
a  few  days  only  before  the  departure  of  Qenh  Long  for  Galveston— 
to  take  up  the  line  of  march  for  the  Sabine ;  which  he  did  without 
much  delay;  and  continued  his  progress  with  tedious  monotony 
until  he  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  Yegua,  where  he  was  notified  by 
the  Tonkaway  Indians,  that  the  enemy  of  which  he  was  in  pursuit, 
was  not  very  distant  from  him.  This  occasioned  him  to  halt.  He 
arrived  at  the  Yegua  probably  about  the  10th  of  October — crossed 
the  Brazos  according  to  the  Americans'  account,  on  the  15th  and  re- 
sumed his  march  according  to  his  own  repart**  on  the  20th.  During 
this  short  period  he  succeeded  in  surprising,  capturing  and  dispersing 
the  entire  forces  which  General  Long  had  despatched  to  that  section 
of  the  country.  This  was  effected  through  the  instrumentality  of 
a  Tonkaway  chief,  called  Captain  Cojo — ^which  means  a  brave  man — 
who  wais  partly  forced  and  partly  bribed  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  a 
spy  and  guide.  He  was  well  acquainted,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
with  the  localities  of  the  country — had  been  trading  with  the  Ameri- 
cans— knew  their  several  positions,  and  consequently  could  have  no 
difficulty  in  conducting  the  Spaniards  to  their  camps.  It  was  almost 
impossible  for  the  Americans,  under  the  circumstances,  to  have 
escaped  the  fate  they  encountered.  There  was  no  way  by  which 
they  could  have  guarded  against  such  treachery  as  Cojo's;  and  be- 
ing altogether  too  inconsiderable  their  numbers  to  compete  with  the 
enemy,  their  surprise  and  defeat  was  necessarily  a  catastrophe  which 
could  not  be  averted.  We  are  only  astonished  that  they  escaped  as 
well  as  they  did.    Two  of  Walker's  men  were  captured  on  the 

•^A  copy  of  these  orders  and  the  original  of  Perez's  acknowledgment  of 
them  are  in  the  Bexar  Archives. 
•«A  translation  of  this  report  was  printed  as  no.  25  of  this  collection. 
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Brazos,  and  ten  of  Johnson's  on  the  Navosoto.  The  balance  of 
these  commands  were  hopelessly  routed  and  scattered,  with  the  loss 
of  everything,  provisions,  clothing  and  merchandise,  together  with 
great  many  mules  and  horses  which  they  had  collected.  Perez,  en- 
couraged by  these  successes  resumed  his  march.  He  was  desirous 
of  reaching  Nacogdoches  before  the  return  of  General  Long  from 
Galveston.  He  had  just  obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  General's 
visit  to  that  Island,  from  the  prisoners.  Leaving  his  baggage  train 
behind,  with  a  strong  guard,  and  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  three 
hundred  of  his  men,  besides  the  various  scouting  parties,  he  set 
forth  with  the  highest  expectations  of  victory. 

We  have  no  certain  and  reliable  evidence  of  what  General  Long 
effected  at  Galveston.  We  only  know  that  he  established  a  military 
post  at  Bolivar  Point  with  some  new  recruits  who  were  waiting  his 
arrival  at  the  Island — that  he  issued  a  Commission  to  Lafitte  as 
privateer  to  cruise  in  the  servise  of  the  new  Republic,  and  that  he 
deprived  Biglow  of  his  military  rank  on  account  of  his  bad  conduct ; 
although  he  was  still  permitted  to  retain  his  place  as  a  member  of  the 
Supreme  Council.  Our  hero's  visit  to  the  Island  was  not  piKvtracted. — 
His  stay,  indeed,  was  brief.  And  yet  it  was  long  enough  for  dis- 
aster. A  mighty  revolution,  in  the  mean  time,  had  taken  place  in 
his  affairs.  It  was  no  less  than  the  total  destruction  of  his  hopes. 
The  reader  will  observe,  by  a  comparison  of  dates,  that  the  de- 
parture of  General  Long  for  Galveston,  was  so  nearly  simultaneous 
with  the  first  movements  of  the  enemy  at  Sanantonio,  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  his  having  any  knowledge  of  them;  so  that  while 
he  was  journying  to  the  coast,  the  antagonistic  army  was  silently 
advancing  on  the  road  to  Nacogdoches.  We  have  just  marked  the 
progress  of  that  army  as  far  as  the  Brazos ;  where  we  left  the  elated 
Commander,  after  his  achievements  there,  resuming  his  march  with 
the  highest  hopes  of  speedy  victory.  By  this  time  he  has  reached 
the  vicinity  of  his  destination,  and  very  soon  will  be  rejoicing  in 
the  consummation  of  his  wishes. — 

The  first  intimation  which  General  Long  received  of  the  enerays 
approach,  was  at  the  Cochattee  Village.  He  was  told  by  this  faithful 
tribe  of  Indians,  that  an  army  of  seven  hundred  men  was  rapidly 
advancing  from  Sanantonio.  Here  he  also  found  in  waiting  for  him, 
a  letter  from  his  wife,  written  very  soon  after  his  departure  ap- 
prising him  of  the  disorganized  condition  of  the  post  at  Nacogdoches. 
Cook  had  relapsed  into  his  old  habits  of  drunkeness,  and  the  garrison 
had  fallen  into  uproar  and  confusion.  Exasperated  at  these  tidings 
he  mounts  his  horse  and  pushes  on  for  Nacogdoches.  On  his  way,  he 
meets  with  his  wife  at  a  Mr  Brown's  on  the  Jeash  Bayo.  She  tells 
him  that  it  is  useless  for  him  to  proceed;  that  all  was  lost;  the 
garrison  had  fled  and  the  families  were  evacuating  the  place  as  fast 
as  possible.  She  herself  .Tiad  lingered  as  dong  she  /thought  it 
prudent  or  safe  to  do  so.  This  information  only  made  him  more  im- 
patient to  proceed.  Leaving  his  lady  to  the  care  of  Mr  Brown,  he 
again  applies  the  rowels  to  his  horse  and  dashes  on.  He  arrived  at 
Nacogdoches  just  in  time  to  aid  the  poorer  classes  whose  safety  had 
been  over-looked  in  the  general  panic,  in  making  their  escape.    In 
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a  few  hours  the  last  of  the  inhabitants  were  on  their  route  to  the 
Sabine,  retreating  with  all  possible  haste,  under  the  protection  of 
the  few  soldiers  which  the  General  had  brought  with  him. — 

The  town  was  now  entirely  deserted,  with  no  human  being  in  it, 
except  the  General  himself,  and  one  other  person — a  Spaniard  named 
Juan  Soto — who  hid  in  his  own  domicil,  and  was  captured  the  next 
oioming.  The  enemy  at  this  very  moment  was  hovering  around  the 
tp^n  without  knowing  its  depopulated  condition.  The  General  had 
lingered  after  the  departure  of  the  last  fugitives,  for  the  purpose  of 
concealing  in  an  old  dry  well  the  arms  and  ammunition  which  had 
been  left  behind.  He  had  just  completed  the  task  at  the  sitting  of 
tbe  sun,  when  he  was  hailed  by  the  feeble  voice  of  one  who  had  just 
entered  the  town. — On  turning  to  discover  the  person  who  called,  he 
beheld  a  pale,  emaciated  being,  whose  cadaverous  and  wo-begone 
visage  was  the  personification  of  famine  and  despair.  The  man 
was  so  worn  down  by  hunger  and  fatigue,  that  Long  did  not  recog- 
nise his  faithful  Lieutenant.  **My  name'* — said  the  man  **is 
Lifrhtle.'*  At  the  mention  of  Liglitle,  Long  rushed  to  his  support. 
"Fly''— said  the  brave  Lieutenant — **fly,  while  you  have  a  chance — 
the  enemy  is  in  close  pursuit — be  quick,  and  you  may  yet  escape.*' 
"And  leave  you  to  preishT* — said  the  generous  Commander.  **I 
am  a  dead  man*' — replied  the  other — **and  can  go  no  further.'* — 
"Yes  but  you  must" — answered  the  compasionate  General —  '*here 
is  my  horse;  mount,  and  I  will  follow."  Lightle  refused;  but  Long 
with  gentle  authority  forced  him  to  comply,  by  lifting  him  on  the 
horse  and  urging  the  animal  forward.  The  moment  was  indeed  a 
very  critical  and  trying  one.  Nevertheless,  the  emergency  did  not 
prevent  our  hero  from  taking  time  to  investigate  the  contents  of 
his  humble  haversack,  and  placing  before  the  famished  man  a  cold 
refreshment  and  the  vivifying  flask. — 

This  brave  and  suffering  Lieutenant  was  attached  to  Johnson's 
command ;  and  as  he  and  his  noble  chief  were  wending  their  lonely 
way — fearful  of  pursuit  ;yet  scarcely  able  to  fly — he  told  of  his  cap- 
ture and  calamities. — He  was  one  of  the  ten  men  who  had  been 
surprised  and  taken  on  the  Navosoto. — The  party  was  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Campbell,  and  was,  at  the  time  on  a  hunting  excur- 
sion. Lightle  was  a  prisoner  one  day  only.  Availing  himself  of  a 
slight  relaxation  of  vigilance  while  the  enemy  was  preparing  to 
camp  for  the  night,  he  slipped  his  fetters  and  made  for  the  thicket. 
The  sentinel  fired  at  him  as  he  fled.  But  without  effect.  In  a  few 
moments  he  was  saluted  by  a  general  volley.  Still  he  remained  un- 
touched. Pursuit  on  horse-back  was  now  attempted ;  but  the  forest 
being  hard  by,  a  few'more  stretches  of  his  sturdy  legs  conveyed  him 
in  safety  to  its  protecting  shades.  After  wandering  all  night  in  the 
woods,  he  sought  the  Trinity  road  in  hopes  of  falling  in  with  some 
hunting  party  of  his  own  countrymen ;  but  soon  perceiving  that  the 
enemy  was  in  advance  of  him,  he  was  forced  to  take  to  the  un- 
trodden wilds  again  and  find  his  way  in  the  best  manner  that  he 
eould.  Having  fled  without  arms  or  provisions,  he  had  to  rely  upon 
the  productions  of  the  forest  for  subsistence.  In' this  destitute  and 
wretched  condition  he  wandered  through  the  woods  bewildered  and 

6 — Library. 

Digitize'd  by  VjOOQ  IC 


66  Texas  State  LroRABY 

lost,  with  all  the  torments  of  hunger  upon  him  until  he  found  himself 
on  the  banks  of  the  Angilena  near  the  public  crossing.  Here  he  dis- 
covered— without  being  seen  himself — a  scouting  party  of  the  enemy 
— and  under  the  impulse  of  a  new  fright  he  pushed  forward  in  his 
desperation  for  Nacogdoches,  with  the  expectation  of  finding  the 
place  strongly  garrisoned  and  ready  for  the  foe.  He  found  it 
deserted.  **And  what  of  Walker  and  my  brother  David  T' — en- 
quired the  General.  **0f  them'* — said  Lightle — **I  know  nothing." 
This  fell  heavily  on  the  heart  of  our  hero ;  it  sounded  like  the  death 
nell  of  those  gallant  men. — 

On  arriving  at  Mr.  Brown's  where  he  had  left  his  lady,  the  Genl. 
found  the  family  had  fled.  Universal  consternaftion  prevailed,  and 
the  whole  population  were  rushing  like  a  herd  of  terrified  Buff  aloe 
to  the  Sabine.  There  were  two  roads  to  the  Sabine;  one  called  the 
Sharbono,  leading  to  Gaines'  ferry — and  the  other  the  Ormigues,  lead- 
ing to  Lakey's  Crossing.  Mrs.  Long  had  followed  the  latter  route. 
Fortunately,  her  husband  took  the  same;  and  reached  the  river  a 
little  after  the  arrival  of  the  poor  families  whom  he  had  aided  in 
Nacogdoches.  The  day  was  spent  in  getting  them  over  the  river. — 
All  had  crossed  by  the  setting  of  the  sun,  except  the  family  of  Critch- 
field,  who  resided  immediately  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  affecting 
no  apprehensions  of  the  enemy  declined  crossing  until  next  morning. 
It  was  supposed  by  some,  that  the  old  gentleman  intended,  to  join 
the  Spaniards  in  the  event  of  their  appearance.  If  such  were  his 
feelings,  his  loyalty  was  very  badly  requited;  for  they  shewed  him 
but  little  courtesy  of  kindness,  when  he  fell,  that  very  night,  into 
their  hands. — 

Perez  entered  Nacogdoches  on  the  28th  of  October;  and  greatly 
to  his  comfort  and  relief,  discovered  that  the  foe  had  retired.  The 
field  of  glory  was  all  his  own.  His  right,  there  were  none  to  dispute. 
The  only  person  in  the  place,  was  the  Spaniard  already  mentioned, 
Juan  Soto.  Soon  afterwards  however,  two  Americans  from  Pecan 
Point  and  an  Indian,  ignorant  of  the  state  of  things  made  their  ap- 
pearance, and  were  detained  as  prisoners,  together  with  Soto.  The 
Americans  were  subsequently  released  at  the  order  of  the  American 
authorities  at  Fort  Jesup.  The  fate  of  Soto  is  not  known.  The  un- 
fortunate son  of  the  forest  was  sacrifised  at  the  moment.  He  was 
inhumanly  murdered  for  attempting  to  wrest  a  musket  from  the  hands 
of  a  brutal  soldier;  shot  in  cold  blood  after  the  affair  was  over  without 
being  even  charged  with  any  other  offense  than  that  of  defending 
himself.  The  Spaniards,  however,  though  prodigal  of  blood,  are  al- 
ways careful  of  the  future  state  of  their  victims.  In  the  present  in- 
stance the  Soul  of  the  hutched  savage,  with  characteristic  kind- 
ness, was  saved  in  compensation  for  the  loss  of  life.  The  holy  cere- 
mony of  Babtism — which  the  poor  sufferer  neither  comprehended 
nor  appreciated — was  imposed  upon  him  in  his  dying  agonies;  and 
this  act  of  pious  humanity  was  prominently  set  forth  in  the  oflBcial 
report  of  Perez,  as  one  which  might  well  compete,  in  point  of  merit, 
with  the  murder  itself.  He  says  that  the  Indian  ** after  being  ex- 
horted and  prayed  for  by  Chaplain  Don  Jos6  Antonio.  Valdez,  was 
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prevailed  upon  to  ask  for  babtism,  which  was  given  him  in  the  name 
oi  Jose  Maria.'' 

As  soon  as  the  town  was  thoroughly  ransacked  and  plundered 
Lieutenant  Fernando  Rodrigus  was  despatched  with  Seventy  men  to 
the  banks  of  the  Sabine  on  the  Ormigues  road,  with  instructions  to 
devastate  the  country  as  he  went,  and  to  capture,  not  only  the  fuga- 
tives  of  Long,  but  the  peaceful  settlers  also,  who  had  abided  many 
years  in  the  Province  with  the  acquiesence  of  its  authorities.  Perez 
himself,  with  the  main  body  of  his  army  proceeded  to  the  SharbonO 
Crossing,  where  he  found  encamped  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river, 
&  party  of  Regular  troops  from  fort  Jesup,  which  had  been  directed 
to  this  point,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  any  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Spaniards  to  invade  the  territory  or  violate  the  rights  of  the 
United  States.  A  short  correspondence  ensued  between  the  two  au- 
thorities— the  precise  nature  of  which  we  do  not  understand — ^when 
Perez  returned  to  Nacogdoches,  executing  in  his  march,  with  the  ut- 
most rigor,  the  execrable  instructions  which  he  had  given  to  Rodrigus 
—making  indiscriminate  captures — seizing  upon  women  and  chldren — 
firing  the  dwellings  of  the  poor— driving  oflf  their  stock,  and  destroy- 
ing their  subsistence.  He  boasted  that  he  had  burned  30  habitations ; 
and  had  spared  nothing  that  was  destructible.  **I  left  nothing'' — 
said  he  in  his  report —  ** which  might  possibly  serve  them  in  future; 
except  the  extensive  fields  which  they  have  opened  for  cultivation." 
According  to  his  own  account,  his  course  was  one  of  rapine,  desolation 
and  cruelty. 

The  ferocity  of  the  Superior  was  equalled  by  that  of  the  subaltern. 
Bodrigus,  who  had  been  sent  on  the  Ormigues  road  acquitted  himself 
to  the  satisfaction  of  his  Chief.  The  instruction  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, were  fulfilled  to  the  letter.  He  laid  waste 'to  everything  which  he 
could  not  appropriate.  On  arriving  at  the  Sabine,  about  eight  or  nine 
o^clock  at  night,  he  encountered  no  one  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  ex- 
cept the  old  man  Critchfield  and  his  family.  After  taking  quiet  posses- 
sion of  the  premises,  he  placed  a  small  party  in  ambush  at  the  ferry, 
and  secreted  the  balance  of  his  force.  His  arrival  was  unknown  to  the 
Americans  on  the  opposite  bank ;  for  he  had  taken  all  possible  precau- 
tions to  conceal  his  being  there;  so  that  any  one  who  might  attempt 
to  recross  the  stream  that  ni^rht  must  inevitably  fall  into  his  hands. 
It  happened  that  Captain  Wormsley  had  an  occasion  to  return  to 
Critchfield 's  domicil.  His  business  was  the  recovery  of  some  articles 
which  had  been  left  with  that  family  by  Mrs.  Long  and  it  was  at  the 
i^uest  of  this  lady  that  he  went — taking  with  him  a  negro  fellow, 
by  the  name  of  Bill — ^the  body  servant  of  the  General.  The  boat,  how- 
ever, had  scwcely  touched  the  western  bank,  when  the  servant  was 
seized  by  the  secreted  soldiers.  Wormsley  sprang  to  his  rescue ;  but 
finding  himself  suddenly  surrounded,  and  likely  to  be  taken  by  the 
insolent  foe,  he  fired  his  pistol;  and  attempting  escape,  was  thrust 
through  the  body  with  a  bayonet ;  and  was  supposed,  at  the  time  to  be 
mortally  wounded.  Himself,  Bill  and  the  Critchfields  were  all  made 
prisoners.  The  noice  and  confusion  in  the  American  Camp,  was  so 
great,  that  the  report  of  Wormsley 's  pistol  was  either  unheard  or  not 
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noticed;  and  from  the  captain's  not  returning  as  soon  as  expected, 
it  was  concluded  that  he  had  determined  to  tarry  the  night  with 
Critchfield;  and  nothing  further  was  thought  of  his  absence. — ^The 
transactions  of  the  night,  were  not  known  until  some  time  after- 
wards.— About  day-break  the  next  mominsr,  the  report  of  a  musket 
which  was  fired  by  the  flames  of  Critchfield 's  dwelling,  gave  the  first 
intimation  that  the  foe  had  been  near.  Thus  came  and  departed  a 
bloody  and  vindictive  enemy,  unobserved  and  unresisted,  for  the  want 
of  proper  vigilance  and  discipline  in  the  American  Camp.  The  fault, 
however,  was  not  with  Genl.  Long;  for  after  crossing  the  river  his 
authority  ceased ;  and  the  people,  all  being  much  fatigued,  and  feeling 
secure  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sabine,  were  unwilling  to  encounter 
the  onerous  duty  of  keeping  up  guard,  when,  in  their  opinion,  there 
was  no  necessity  for  it. — Notwithstanding  the  severe  wound  and  in- 
tolerable sufferings  of  Captain  Wormsley,  he  was  forced  to  proceed 
with  the  other  prisoners.  They  were  all  marched  off  in  triumph  to 
Nacogdoches.  When  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place,  Mrs.  Critchfield 
and  her  daughters  were  mounted  on  mules,  with  their  faces  directed 
to  the  rear;  while  the  old  gentleman  himself  was  tied  to  the  tail 
of  one  of  the  animals ;  and  in  this  manner  they  were  paraded  through 
the  town  in  contempt  and  derision  of  the  American  people.  So,  at 
least,  we  have  heard ;  but  cannot  vouch  for  the  fact. 

Perez,  however,  was  doomed  to  a  slight  mortification  in  the  midst 
of  his  vandalic  career.  Very  soon  after  his  return  from  the  Sabine, 
proud  of  his  achievements  and  exulting  over  the  misfortunes  of  his 
prisoners,  he  was  unexpectedly  presented  with  a  letter  from  the  mili- 
tary authorities  at  Fort  Jesup,  demanding  the  release  of  certain  cap- 
tives who  were  not  connected  with  the  operations  of  General  Long. 
Full  of  his  own  importance ;  and  anxious  to  have  the  credit  at  home 
of  having  treated  the  demand  with  becoming  contempt,  he  told  the 
bearer  of  the  despatch,  with  a  supercilious  air,  that  he  might  say  to 
the  American  Commander,  that  as  soon  as  he,  Perez,  arrived  at  his 
camp  on  the  Trinity,  he  would  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  persons 
referred  to,  and  determine  accordingly.  These  are  his  own  words 
according  to  the  translation.  The  answer,  however,  was  not  satisfac- 
tory to  the  authorities  beyond  the  Sabine,  and  a  second  demand  was 
made ; — but  made  in  a  manner  which  allowed  of  no  reply  except  the 
instantaneous  dismissal  of  the  prisoners.  They  were  set  at  aberty 
accordingly — eighteen  in  number — and  the  redoubtable  Perez  felt  him- 
self under  the  necessity  of  making  a  long  apology  to  his  government  for 
having  compromised  its  dignity  on  the  occasion, — The  unfortunate 
families  thus  released,  returned  to  the  United  States,  houseless  and 
homeless;  and  as  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  without  ever  obtain- 
ing any  remuneration  or  redress  for  their  plundered  property  and 
violated  rights. 

As  soon  as  the  flames  of  Critchfield 's  dwelling  were  discovered, 
Genl.  Long,  with  a  small  party  went  in  prompt  pursuit  of  the  re- 
treating enemy;  but  not  being  able  to  overtake  him,  he  returned  to 
the  encampment,  and  moved  with  his  lady  and  Mrs  Walker  for  the 
Red-River.     That  night  Mrs  Long  received  intelligence  of  the  death 
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of  her  infant.  This  amiable  and  excellent  lady  seemed  dx)omed  to 
every  variety  of  trials  and  vicisitudes.  On  reaching  Natchitoches,  she 
found  her  trunk  and  other  efiPects  in  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff.  But 
no  misfortunes — ^neither  affliction,  poverty  nor  insult,  could  shake 
her  hi^srh  and  lofty  nature.  She  encountered  every  trial  with  dignity 
and  fortitude;  and  never  failed  in  adversity  as  in  prosperity,  to 
extort  admiration  and  respect  by  the  strength  of  her  principles  and 
the  maimanimity  of  her  deportment. — Taking  an  affectionate  leave  of 
her  husband  at  Natchitoches,  she  proceeded  in  company  vs^ith  Mr 
Alexander  Pannell  to  her  sister  Calvart's;  where  she  arrived  in  the 
early  part  of  Novem'ber,  a  little  more  than  four  months  from  the 
date  of  her  departure  from  Natchez. 

General  Long  himself  returned  to  Texas  with  all  possible  dispatch 
by  the  way  of  Culcasiu  [Calcasieu]  and  thence  to  Bolivar  Point, 
the  designated  place  of  rendezvous  in  diaster.  Here  he  collected  the 
scattered  fragments  of  his  ruined  forces,  and  learned -from  them  the 
sorrowful  tidings  of  their  discomfitures  and  sufferings.  The  story 
was  a  brief  one.  He  was  told  that  Johnson  (as  we  have  already  stated) 
had  been  defeated  on  the  Navosoto.  Ten  of  his  men,  who  were  on  a 
hunting  excursion  under  Lieutenant  Campbell,  were  surprised  on 
the  eleventh  of  October  and  made  prisonei^s.  After  his  defeat,  John- 
son and  six  of  his  men  joined  Walker  on  the  Brazos;  the  enemy  being 
in  close  pursuit  of  them.  On  the  next  day — the  15th  of  October — the 
post  was  attacked  by  the  advainced  guard  o  fthe  invaders.  They 
were  easily  repelled;  but  about  11  o'clock,  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy,  three  hundred  and  fifty  strong,  made  their  appearance;  and 
after  a  brisk  round  or  two,  the  Americans  were  forced  to  fly,  leaving 
behind  their  entire  stores.  They  fled  destitute  of  every  thing;  and 
fearing  pursuit,  left  the  highway  and  struck  through  the  woodis  foP 
the  Cochattee  Village.  The  victorious  army,  in  the  meantime,  marched 
with  rapid  pace  to  the  Upper  Crossing  of  the  Trinity,  where  they 
met  with  a  bold  and  desperate  resistence  from  the  gallant  and  en- 
treped  David  Long.  Though  valor  was  of  no  avail,  he  scorned  to 
fly.  His  horse  was  seized  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight  by  one  of  his 
own  men — a  recreant  villian — who,  mounting  the  noble  animal  dashed 
off,  and  made  his  escape,  leaving  Long  on  foot,  with  no  weapon  for 
defense  except  his  sword;  which  he  continued  to  use  most  heroically 
and  effectually,  long  after  every  one  of  his  band  had  deserted  the 
field;  Surrounded  by  the  enemy,  yet  unsubdued  and  undimayed,  a 
musket  was  presented  to  his  temples,  and  he  ordered  to  surrender. 
''Fire  and  be  d — • — d** — exclaimed  the  inconquerable  youth;  and  in 
an  instant  he  la^  lifeless  on  the  plain.  He  had  purchased  and  herded 
nearly  three  hundred  horses  and  mules,  all  of  which,  together  with  a 
lar^re  quantity  of  goods,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Such  is  the 
traditionary^  account  of  this  extraordinary  youth;  whose  valor,  it  is 
said,  was  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  Spanish  camp. — 

Tidings  of  this  defeat  reaching  Nacogdaches,  Cook  and  his  men 
broke  for  the  Sabine,  as  if  they  were  competing  for  the  Stadium 
Crown.  Walker  and  Johnson,  who — after  their  defeat  upon  the 
Navosoto  &  Brazos — ^were  aiming  for  the  Cochattee  Villages,  being 
indifferent  woodsmen,  became  entangled  and  bewildered  in  the  forests ; 
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and  after  suffering  beyond  description  from  famine  and  fatigue,  at 
length  arrived  at  the  Camp  of  Major  Smith  about  the  six  of  No- 
vember, just  in  time  to  take  another  brush  with  the  enemy ;  for  Pere^— 
after  his  operations  at  Nacogdoches,  already  related— despatched  a 
strong  detachment  against  Smith,  who — beingi  notified  of  its  ap- 
proach, by  the  Cochattee  Indians — fell  down  about  forty  miles  below 
the  village ;  where  he  was,  however,  ferreted  out  by  the  invaders,  and 
was  doomed  to  the  same  diaster  as  the  balance  of  his  brother  officers- 
he  was  forced  to  fly.  He  fled  to  Bolivar  Point.  And  it  was  at  this 
remote  and  unmolested  post,  that  the  fragments  of  this  routed  arid 
ruined  expedition  were  assembled — and  such  the  doleful  tale  they  had 
to  tell  their  Commander  in  Chief. 

That  Commander,  however,  was  a  man,  whom  no  common  misfor- 
tune could  subdue.  II is  mind  seemed  to  gain  strength  from  calamity, 
as  Antaeus  rebounded  from  each  fall  with  redoubled  vigor. — Collect- 
ing his  faithful  followers  around  him,  he  exhorted  them  against  de- 
spair, and  invoked  them  to  be  steadrfast  in  their  purpose,  and  inflexible 
in  their  hate — telling  them  that  though  they  had  been  routed,  they 
wore  not  conquered;  and  that  if  they  would  remain  at  their  present 
post,  until  he  could  repair  to  New-Orleans  and  back  again,  he  would 
return  with  a  force  which  should  ensure  victory  and  vengeance.  And 
so  saying,  he  took  an  affectionate  leave  of  all;  and  leaping  into  an 
open  pii-oque,  pushed  from  the  shore,  with  no  human  being  to  ac- 
company him,  and  coasted  it  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  met  and 
well  received  by  General  Ripley  and.  other  generous  supporters  of 
his  cause. — 

His  revival  of  the  enterprise,  will  appear  in  the  next  chapter.  In 
the  meantime  the  curiosity  of  the  reader — if  he  may  have  any — with 
regard  to  the  subsequent  operations  of  Perez,  may  be  gratified  in  a 
few  words. — Finding  himself  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
country,  he  retired  from  Nacogdoches  about  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber and  estabislhed  himself  on  the  Trinity  where  he  remained  until 
late  in  December.  He  meditated  an  attack  upon  the  Towhackany 
Villages  at  the  confluence  of  the  San-Saba  and  the  Red-river ;  and  for 
this  purpose  applied  to  the  Government  to  have  his  command  aug- 
mented to  a  thousan[d]  men;  but  not  obtaining  the  desire [d]  rein- 
forcement, nor  the  supplies  which  he  had  demanded,  he  moved  to 
a  place  which  he  calls  the  ^^ Brazos  Springs'';  where  he  tarried  until 
about  the  middle  of  January  1820 ;  when  he  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  Bexar.  Notwithstanding  his  many  reprisals  of  horses  and  mules, 
his  Division  returned  on  foot  and  the  most  of  his  men  without  shoes. 
He  reached  San  Antonio  on  the  2nd  of  February  on  the  verge  of 
desperation.  Martinez,  the  Governor  says — Perez'  army  has  just  ar- 
rived. Their  condition  is  pitiable,  deplorable  in  the  extreme.  The 
most  of  his  men  are  bare-foot  naked  and  starved." — Sueh  was  the 
termination  of  the  campaign. — The  victor,  who  went  forth  in  the 
spirit  of  desolation,  returned  in  a  condition  as  sad  suffering  as  the 
beautiful  region  which  he  had  devastated.  — 
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Long's  Enterprise 

1820 

Chapter  3rd 

We  think  the  reader  will  agree  with  ns  in  ascribing  the  failure 
of  General  Long's  operations  in  1819,  to  the  want  of  pecuniary 
means.  Had  he  been  able  to  keep  his  command  together,  instead 
of  s^cattering  it  as  he  was  compelled  to  do,  the  repulsion  of  the  force 
which  was  brought  against  him,  would  have  been  an  easy  task. 
The  Spanish  army  did  not  exceed  seven  hundred  men,  and  the  troops  of 
General  Long,  when  consolidated,  would  have  numbered  fully  three 
hundred  and  fifty — a  disparity  from  which  there  was  nothing  to 
fear ;  since  it  was  well  known  that  in  all  conflicts  with  the  Castilian 
race,  the  Americans  had  never  failed  of  victory  when  the  odds 
against  them,  did  not  exceed  two  or  three  to  one.  This  was: 
abundantly  exemplified  in  the  wars  of  1812  and  '13  under  Bernardo 
Gutierrez,  and  in  the  preceeding  conflicts  at  Natches  between  the 
Spaniards  and  the  Kempers.  Very  overwhelming  indeed  must  be 
the  numbers  which  can  insure  victory  to  the  former  in  any  collision 
with  the  latter.  Had  a  battle  ensued  between  the  Division  of  Fevez 
and  the  united  parties  of  General  Long,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to 
what  the  result  would  have  been.  Victory  to  the  latter  would  have 
been  inevitable.  "Wherefore  then  were  the  Americans  divided?  Why 
were  they  formed  into  so  many  small  commands  and  so  widely  sep- 
arated? We  answer,  because  the  means  were  wanted  of  keeping 
them  consolidated.  The  disposition  which  General  Long  made  of 
his  forces  was  a  measure  of  necessity,  and  not  of  choice.  He  arrived 
at  Nacogdoches  with  insufficient  supplies ;  they  were  soon  exhausted ; 
and  his  soldiers  had  to  seek  subsistence  among  the  game  of  the 
forest.  The  merchandise  which  he  brought  with  him  into  the  country 
was  his  only  resource;  and  to  make  that  available,  it  had  to  be 
bartered  with  the  Indians  for  horses  and  mules,  and  such  commodi- 
ties as  could  be  readily  converted  into  cash. 

General  Long  had  been  greatly  disappointed  in  the  aid  and  sup- 
port which  was  due  and  expected  from  the  original  projectors  of 
the  enterprise. — The  small  outfit — altogether  inadequate  for  such 
an  undertaking — was  the  only  assistance  which  he  received  from  the 
friends  of  the  cause.  The  promised  supplies  were  never  forthcom- 
ing. A  few  articles  of  subsistence  had,  indeed,  been  forwarded  to 
him,  but  these  were  intercepted  by  the  military  authorities  at  Fort 
Jesup;  so  that  Genl.  Long,  almost  immediately  on  his  arrival  at 
Nacogdoches  found  himself  neglected,  unsustained,  destitute  of 
means,  and  left  to  scuffle  by  himself,  and  procure  subsistence  in  the 
best  manner  he  could.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  very  manifest 
that  he  could  not  have  done  otherwise  than  he  did — he  was  com- 
pelled either  to  divide  and  scatter  his  command,  or  to  abandon  the 
enterprise  altogether. — 

We  do  not  mean  to  reproach  his  friends  and  coadjutors  in  the 
United  States  with  any  premeditated  derelection  of  duty.  They  had 
entered  into  this  matter  in  a  moment  of  generous  enthusiasm,  with- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


72  Texas  State  Library 

out  due  consideration  of  the  expenditures  which  it  would  involve; 
and  their  subsequent  negligence  in  furnishing  the  promised  assist- 
ance and  support,  will  find  ample  apology  in  the  universal  em- 
barrasments  and  general  bankruptcy  which  followed  almost  imme- 
diately after  the  commencement  the  enterprise. — It  is  evident,  how- 
ever, that  the  non-redemption  of  their  pledges  was  the  cause  of  our 
hero's  failure.  Had  General  Long  been  sustained  according  to  the 
original  design  of  the  parties  concerned,  his  command  would  have 
been  kept  together;  and  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  would  have  been 
the  natural  consequence. 

Nothing  dispiritd  by  his  recent  disasters,  our  hero  was  still  re- 
solved to  prosecute  his  purpose.  We  have  seen  him  hurrying  after 
his  defeat  to  Bolivar  Point ;  and  sailing  thence  to  New-Orleans.  He 
remained  in  this  city  a  few  days  only  for  the  purpose  of  consulting 
his  friends  with  regard  to  his  future  plans  and  operations ;  and  pro- 
ceeding then  up  the  Mississippi  &  the  Red  river,  he  joined  his  family 
at  Alexandria.  Circumstances,  however,  did  not  permit  his  long 
abidance  with  them.  The  disordered  condition  of  his  affairs  at 
Natchitoches  required  his  immediate  presence  in  that  town;  and 
thither  he  went  without  delay.  We  have  previously  stated  that 
General  Long  had  established  in  Natchitoches  a  branch  of  his 
mercantile  business,  and  that  he  had  left  it  to  the  superintendence 
&  management  of  a  man  named  McDaniel.  The  object  of  his  present 
visit,  was  to  have  a  settlement  with  that  agent,  and  to  avail  himself 
of  the  proceeds  of  his  goods.  McDaniel,  however,  was  not  pre- 
pared for  a  settlement;  and  was  greatly  alarmed  at  the  tidings  of  the 
Oenerars  approach.  Having  swindled  his  employer  out  of  the 
goods  entrusted  to  his  care,  and  dreading  the  consequences  of  his 
conduct,  he  determined  to  extricate  himself  from  impending  diffi- 
•culties  by  assassinating  the  man  he  had  robbed.  He  accordingly 
way-laid  the  Genl.  in  the  environs  of  the  town;  but  was  too  much 
agitated  to  accomplish  his  purpose. — He  fired  from  his  ambush ;  but 
missed  his  aim.  The  ball  passed  through  the  lapells  of  the  General's 
coat,  without  producing  other  mischief.  The  culprit  was  immediate- 
ly seized  by  the  General,  disarmed,  and  made  to  run  before  his  horse 
to  the  city.  This  was  the  only  punishment  inflicted  on  the  guilty 
delinquent.  Having  failed  in  his  attempt  upon  the  life  of  his  em- 
ployer, he  was  fain  to  suplicate  for  his  own.  McDonald  sought 
forgiveness ;  and  he  found  it  in  the  generous  temper  of  one  who  lofty 
nature  was  above  revenge.  He  was  shortly  to  have  been  married  to 
a  lady  of  beauty  and  fortune ;  but  his  character  being  ruined  by  these 
transactions,  he  left  the  place  and  nothing  further  is  known  con- 
cerning him. — 

The  merchandise  and  other  effects  placed  in  the  hands  of  this  un- 
faithful agent  comprised  the  scanty  remains  of  a  fortune  which  had 
l)een  more  than  midling.  They  were  the  last  resources  of  General 
Long;  and  he  was  relying  upon  them  as  the  only  immediate  means 
of  relieving  the  suffering  soldiers  at  Bolivar  Point.  He  was  aware 
that  his  affairs  had  suffered  during  his  absence;  but  after  all  due 
allowance  for  ordinary  neglect  and  mismanagement,  he  still  expected 
to  realize  from  this  source,  a  sum,  at  least  sufficient  for  his  present 
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exigencies. — Instead  of  this,  however,  we  behold  him  defaulted  of 
every  thing,  without  the  hope  of  redress.  His  goods,  notes  and  ac- 
counts, had  all  been  converted  into  cash;  and  that  cash,  eit^ier 
squandered  or  secreted.  The  General  recovered  nothing.  The 
disappointment  was  a  serious  one,  as  it  occasioned  some  delay  in 
sending  to  his  compatriots  in  arms  the  succor  and  assistance  which 
they  were  expecting  and  so  much  needed ;  Like  the  rest  of  his  re- 
verses however,  it  only  increased  his  zeal  and  added  fresh  vigor  to 
exertion. — 

General  Long  did  not  escape  the  usual  concomitants  of  ruined 
fortune — the  insolence  of  inferiors — the  neglect  of  equals — and  the 
persecution  of  the  envious  and  malignant.  Having  settled  his  affairs 
in  the  best  way  ho  could  he  was  about  to  depart  from  Natchitoches 
when  he  was  suddenly  besieged  by  a  clamerous  creditor  attended 
by  the  Sheriff,  demanding  payment  for  some  advances  which  had 
been  made  to  the  late  expedition.  The  Sheriff  was  ordered  to  arrest 
him;  but  Long  placing  himself  in  an  attitude  of  defiance,  refused 
to  be  taken.  He  was  induced  to  do  this,  from  the  fact,  that  the 
object  of  these  proceedings  was  not  so  much  the  collection  of  the 
debt,  as  to  mortify  and  embarrass  our  hero.  His  indignant  spirit 
was  aroused  by  the  insult ;  and  addressing  himself  to  the  parties  he 
told  them  that  he  fully  comprehended  the  motives  of  their  conduct, 
and  as  they  were  actuated  alone  by  personal  malevolence  and  hos- 
tility, he  was  determined  to  deal  with  them  accordingly  and  would 
stand  in  defense  of  his  honor  at  all  hazzard.  His  firmness  was  well 
understood;  and  after  a  little  consultation  between  the  creditor 
and  officer,  the  arrest  was  abandoned,  and  the  parties  separated  with- 
out further  difficulty.  It  was  far  from  the  wish  of  General  Long  to 
avoid  the  payment  of  any  just  demands  against  him ;  and  when  it  was 
known  that  there  was  no  farther  obstacle  to  his  departure  he  mani- 
fested his  readiness  to  settle  the  debt  which  had  been  made  a  dastardly 
pretext  for  an  insult  v^hich  it  would  not  have  been  prudent  to  offer 
upon  individual  responsibility. — The  amount  was  inconsiderable,  and 
promptly  paid.  It  was  paid,  however,  by  the  surrender  of  his  horse, 
bridle  and  saddle.  The  General  was  now  on  foot;  and  swinging  his 
saddle-bags  on  his  arm,  was  a  second  time  about  to  depart;  when 
he  was  again  interrupted,  not,  however,  in  this  instance  by  any  merci- 
less exactor;  but  by  a  high-minded  and  generous  friend,  who  wit- 
nessinjr  the  foregoing  transactions,  had  stopped  him  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  him  with  another  horse.  In  a  few  moments  a  beautiful 
animal,  handsomely  caparisoned  was  brought  forth,  and  tendered  to 
the  Generial.  **This  charger'' — said  the  noble  donor — **is  my  con- 
tribution to  the  cause  of  freedom;  I  wish  you  to  accept  him,  and 
ride  him  in  the  field  of  battle  for  my  sake.*'  *'I  cannot  accept  him'' 
—replied  the  proud  and  scrupulous  General,  becaues  I  do  not  know 
that  I  shall  ever  be  able  to  pay  for  him. " — **He  is  my  army  substitute" 
—retorted  the  other — **and  since  I  cannot  go  into  servise  myself,  I  am 
resolved  that  he  shall  accompany  you  as  my  representative. "  *  *  Then ' ' 
—said  the  General — **here  is  a  watch  which  I  purchased  in  more 
prosperous  days  for  my  wife — take  it  in  pledge — and  if  I  never  pay 
you  for  the  horse,  it  is  yours;  she  to  whom  it  properly  belongs  will 
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be  fully  content  to  know  that  it  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  one  who 
was  her  husband's  friend  in  misfortune." — The  gentleman,  how« 
evep,  refused  to  take  the  watch;  but  not  being  unwilling  to  retain 
in  his  possession  some  slight  memorial  of  the  man  whom  he  had  long^ 
loved  and  admired,  he  detached  one  of  the  seals  from  the  chain,  and 
said  to  the  General  **I  will  keep  this  trinket  as  a  friendly  remem- 
brance— or  if  you  will  have  it  so,  as  collateral  security  for  payment 
of  the  horse/' — ** Rather  as  a  momento'' — replied  the  General — of  a 
hopeless  debt." — 

We  do  not  know  that  these  two  individuals  ever  met  again.  We  are 
inclined  to  think  that  this  was  their  last  earthly  interview.  From 
their  first  acquaintance  they  had  been  devoted  friends;  and  were 
not  dissimihir  in  many  of  their  traits  of  character;  both  of  them  being 
eminently  distinguished  for  their  frankness,  fearlessness  and  liber- 
ality.— The  disinterestedness  and  self-sacrifising  disposition  of  Gen- 
eral Lono:  was  proverbial  in  those  days;  and  the  generous  temper 
and  warm-heartedness  of  his  friend  is  abundantly  manifested  by  the 
event  just  related.  They  were,  indeed,  well  worthy  of  each  others 
attachment  and  confidence;  and  the  conduct  of  the  latter  in  making 
the  timely  present  which  he  did,  was  one  of  those  glorious  offsprings 
of  a  noble  nature,  which,  in  spite  of  their  infrequency,  still  serve 
to  restrain  us  from  that  sweeping  denunciation  which  we  have  too 
many  temptation  to  launch  against  poor,  miserable  humanity.  They 
spring  up  in  the  dreary  journey  of  life,  like  refreshing  fountains  in 
an  arid  desert ;  and  the  memory  of  him  who  is  capable  of  such  eon- 
duct,  should  not  be  permitted  to  perish  like  that  of  the  great  mass 
of  mankind  who  live  for  themselves  alone,  and  die  without  the  con- 
solation of  having  ever  extended  a  helping  hand  to  any  human  being 
beyond  their  own,  immediate  families.  The  individual  alluded  to — 
the  person  who  presented  the  horse  to  General  Long — was  Josiah 
Bell;  a  man  of  many  noble  and  exalted  qualities;  a  Kentuckian  by 
birth;  but  a  citizen  of  Natchitoches  at  the  time  of  this  transaction. 

Not  long  after  this  event.  Bell  paid  a  visit  to  his  native  State ;  and 
was  doomed,  while  there,  to  the  same  kind  of  indignity  and  harrass- 
ment  which  his  friend  had  experienced  in  Natchitoches.  He  had  been 
unfortunate  in  business  previous  to  his  leaving  Kentucky ;  and  as  soon 
as  it  was  known  that  he  had  returned  to  the  State,  he  was  beset  by 
the  bumb-baliffs  of  the  country,  and  literally  divested  of  everything 
seizable  by  law.  In  his  great  extremity,  he  was  compelled  to  part 
vriih  the  cherished  relic — the  watch  seal — which  he  had  received  from 
General  Long.  This  trinket,  however,  did  not  fall  into  undeserving 
hands,  as  we  judge  from  the  following  circumstance.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  many  years  after  these  events,  this  very  seal  was  recognised 
by  Mrs  Long  as  she  was  gliding  in  a  Steamer  down  the  Mississippi 
river.  The  meeting  with  it  so  unexpectedly,  after  the  lapse  of  a  long 
period,  could  not  fail  to  awaken  many  mournful  recollections  of  the 
past;  and  it  was  natural  under  the  circumstances,  that  she  should 
have  a  strong  desire  to  enquire  about  it,  and  to  learn  something  of 
its  history.  For  this  purpose  she  sought  an  introduction  to  the 
stranger  who  wore  it.  In  answer  to  her  questions,  the  gentleman 
stated  that  he  had  obtained  the  seal  from  an  old  acquaintance  in 
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Kentucky,  who  almost  wept  at  parting  with  it;  and  that  he  was 
induced  himself  to  become  the  purchaser  at  fourfold  its  value,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  vendor's  embarrassed  condition;  but  also 
because  of  its  having  been  the  property  of  a  hero  whose  character 
he  had  always  admired,  and  whose  memory  he  still  revered.  **Then'' 
—said  Mrs  Long — **keep  it  for  his  sake;  for  it  was  a  part  of  his 
bridal  present  to  me;  and  the  individual  who  let  you  have  it  was 
my  husband's  best  friend." — 

Bell,  under  the  circumstances,  did  not  protract  his  visit  to  his 
native  State.  He  returned  to  Natchitoches ;  struggled  awhile  against 
adversity,  and  then  removed  to  the  land  of  beauty  and  promise 
whose  settlement  and  Independence  his  friend  was  pursuing  with 
80  much  ardor  and  devotion.  As  he  was  among  the  first  of  the  few 
individuals  who  emigrated  into  the  country  under  the  banner  of 
our  hero,  and  was  afterwards  one  of  the  foremost  of  the  **01d 
Three  Hundred/'  who  composed  the  Colony  of  Stephen  P.  Austin, 
we  may  have  occasion,  in  another  part  of  our  annals,  to  advert  to 
him  again,  and  shall  then  be  able  to  speak  of  him  more  at  length  and 
in  a  manner  suitable  to  his  merits.  For  the  present  we  can  only 
say  that  our  acquaintance  with  his  commenced  in  1835  at  the  town 
of  Columbia  on  the  Brazos,  where  we  found  him  in  the  enjoyment 
of  health,  wealth  and  public  confidence.  He  had  redeemed  his  for- 
tunes, served  his  country,  and  reared  a  numerous  and  interesting 
family.  We  believe  that  his  amiable  and  talented  widow  is  still 
(1852)  residing  on  the  same  premises  which  they  then  occupied;  and 
if  our  humble  notice  of  her  worthy  husband  should  ever  chance  to 
meet  her  eye,  she  will  please  consider  it,  not  only  as  a  just  tribute 
to  his  cherished  memorj' ;  but  also  as  a  slight  recognition  of  the 
kindness  and  <iivility  which  the  writer  received  from  all  the  family 
during  his  abidance  under  their  hospitable  roof. — 
^  Let  us  now  return  to  our  hero.  Disappointed  in  the  expectations  at 
^^atchitoches,  and  bankrupt  in  fortune,  General  Long  had  to  rely  upon 
his  personal  friends  in  Natches  and  Alexandria  for  temporarj-  assist- 
ance. A  sum  sufficient  for  his  immediate  necessities  was  raised  in  a 
short  time ;  and  he  and  his  lady,  accompanied  by  Warren  D.  C.  Hall, 
^t  out  from  Alexandria  some  time -in  the  month  of  February,  for 
Galveston,  going  by  the  way  of  Calcasieu.  Here  the  General  ex- 
pended his  money  for  provisions ;  and  leaving  his  carriage  and  horses 
to  the  care  of  Mr  Savayard,  and  old  french  gentleman,  the  party 
^ile'd  with  their  supplies  in  a  little  Sloop  for  Bolivar  Point.  It  is 
useless  to  say  that  they  were  joyfully  received  by  the  starving  gar- 
rison The  object  of  Mrs  Long's  visit  to  the  Point,  was  to  see  the 
country,  and  determine  whether  she  would  settle  in  it  inmiediately, 
^l  ^ait  until  it  should  become  further  advanced  in  the  comforts 
of  civilization.  She  was  too  much  delighted  with  the  pleasant  cli- 
^*te,  genial  airs  and  universal  beauty  that  surrounded  her,  for  her 
^^  hesitate  a  moment  as  to  what  she  should  do.  She  decided,  upon 
removing  at  once  to  the  fair,  inviting  region,  and  making  it  her 
luture,  permanent  home. — Indeed  she  could  hardly  have  done  other- 
^^-  Devoted  as  she  was  to  her  husband,  and  careless  of  all  con- 
^^crations  of  self,  where  his  comfort  and  welfare  were  concerned, 
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it  would  have  been  impossible  for  her  to  have  abided  from  him  for 
any  considerable  period.  Had  she  been  requested  so  to  do,  there  is 
no  doubt  as  to  what  her  answer  would  have  been.  She  would  have 
said  as  Ruth  said  to  Naomi — ** Entreat  me  not  to  leave  thee;  for 
where  thou  goest  I  will  go,  and  where  thou  logest  I  will  loge;  thy 
people  shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  Grod  my  God;  where  thou  diest 
I  will  die,  and  there  will  I  be  buried;  nauj^ht  but  death  shall  part  us." 
Mrs.  Long  arrived  at  Galveston  just  in  time  to  witness  the  depar- 
ture of  Lafitte.  The  little  village  which  had  sprung  up  under  the 
prosperous  operations  of  this  singular  adventurer  was  smoking  in 
ruins.  Whatever  was  transportable,  was  already  on  board  of  his 
ships;  and  everything  was  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  his  setting 
sail.  At  this  interesting  moment,  the  little  sloop  of  General  Long 
made  its  appearance,  and  as  soon  as  it  landed,  an  invitation  was  des- 
patched to  the  General  and  his  family  to  partake  of  a  parting  dinner 
with  this  bold  rover  of  the  seas.  The  General  himself  was  too  much 
occupied  to  accept  the  proffered  hospitality;  but  his  lady  did;  and 
she  was  as  much  delighted  as  surprised  at  the  dignity,  urbanity  and 
intellectualities  of  the  famos  host.  She  had  been  lead,  by  the  publica- 
tions of  the  day,  as  well  as  by  the  stormy  nature  of  his  profession 
and  enterprises,  to  suppose  that  he  was  in  form  and  size  an  uncouth 
giant,  ferocious  in  temper,  and  in  manners  as  roueh  and  boisterous  as 
the  winds  and  waves  he  dealt  with.  Instead  of  this,  however,  she  was 
pleasinely  disappointed  on  findinsr  that  he  was,  in  every  particula-r 
the  very  reverse  of  what  her  imagination  had  pictured  him.  He  was 
of  middle  stature — perhaps  a  little  above  it — graceful  in  his  form 
and  movements ;  with  marked  and  manly  features :  dark  hair,  brown 
complexion  and  a  pair  of  eyes  as  vivid  as  the  lightning  and  as  black 
as  ebony. — In  conversation  he  was  mild,  placable  and  polite;  but  al- 
together* un  jocular  and  free  from  levity.  There  was  something  noble 
and  attractive  in  his  aspect  in  spite  of  its  occasional  severity;  and 
between  the  fierceness  of  his  glance,  and  the  softness  of  his  speech, 
the  disparity  was  striking.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  inner 
man,  he  was  evidently  the  gentleman  in  all  external  particulars,  and 
•blended  in  his  demeanor  the  elegancies  of  civilization  with  the  sterner 
attributes  of  the  hero.  The  only  complaint  which  his  fair  guest  could 
urge  aeanst  him,  was  one  which  it  was  natural  for  her  sex  to  make — 
his  want  of  communicativeness.  Her  curiosity  was  not  gratified  to 
the  extent  she  expected  and  desired.  Nevertheless,  the  meeting  was 
an  interesting  one;  and  all  things  passed  off  well.  The  dinner  was 
sumptuous ;  &  many  very  entertaining  as  well  as  thrilling  adventures 
were  related  by  several  of  the  party;  but  all  attempts  of  Mrs  Long 
to  obtain  any  important  information  from  the  host,  respecting  him- 
self were  adroitly  and  politely  parried;  and  she  was  compelled  to 
return  with  as  little  knowledge  as  she  came,  concerning  his  future 
operations.  His  designs  and  destination,  he  kept  to  himself.  That 
evening  he  hoisted  all  sail,  and  left  those  shores  forever.  We  believe 
his  after  history  is  unknown.  Various  accounts  have  been  published 
respecting  his  final  catastrophe.  The  most  popular  one,  is,  that  he 
was  encountered  by  a  superior  force ;  and  after  a  sanguinary  conflict, 
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he  blew  up  his  own  vessel,  to  avoid  falling  into  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies. All,  however,  that  has  been  written  about  the  termination  oi 
his  extraoridnary  career,  appears  to  us,  to  want  the  authentication  nec- 
essary for  history;  and  our  humble  opinion  is  that  nothing  reliable 
and  definite  is  known  concerning  him  after  his  departure  from  Gal- 
vezton.  In  a  letter,^^  dated  Natchitoches,  21st  September  1820,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Governor  of  Texas,  by  Don  Felix  Trudeau,  the  Spanish 
consul  at  Natchitoches,  we  find  the  following  item  with  regard  to  the 
pirate's  point  of  destination;  and,  this  is  all  the  information  we  have 
on  the  subject.  **It  appears  certain" — says  Trudeau — **that  Lafitt 
and  various  others  have  retired  from'  Galvezton,  &  gone  to  Santa 
if  art  a,  a  province  of  Venezuela;  but  there  still  remains  in  Galvezton 
some  vagabonds  of  different  nations,  and  probably  with  Long." — 

General  Long  remained  at  Bolivar  Point  but  a  few  days.  He  is- 
sued a  Proclamation  calling  upon  all  who  belonged  to  the  enterprise 
to  repair  to  that  Post  and  en-roll  themselves  before  the  10th  of  April 
1820,  otherwise  their  names  would  be  stricken  from  the  army  and 
past  dues  forfeited — ^In  the  same  Proclamation  the  friends  and  legal 
representatives  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  the  war,  were  notified  that 
they  were  entitled  to,  and  would  receive  in  Government  paper,  the 
amount  due  the  deceased.  Walker,  Smith  and  Johnson  were  still 
there.  Having  fled  to  this  point  after  their  respective  overthrows, 
they  had  never  left  it.  Placing  the  garrison  in  command  of  the  first 
named,  of  these  officers.  General  Long  with  his  lady  and  Major  Hall, 
set. out  on  his  return  for  the  United  States,  varying  his  route  a  lit- 
tle for  the  purpose  of  collecting  an  old  debt  of  $2000  against  Kit 
Adams.  The  party  reached  Alexandria  without  any  serious  difficul- 
ties. In  a  few  days  the  General  left  for  New  Orleans,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  arrangements  for  the  future  and  more  vigorous  prosecution 
o^the  enterprise. — 

Mrs.  Long  descended  the  rver  with  her  husband ;  having  her  little 
^*^ghter  Ann  with  her.  This  was  her  first  visit  to  New  Orleans. 
^"^  stopped  with  a  Mrs.  Fox.  She  had  taken  leave  of  her  friends 
and  relatives,  with  the  expectation  of  not  seeing  them  again  very  soon, 
as  she  was  resolved  to  accompany  her  husband  to  Galveston,  whenever 
,  plight  be  ready  to  sail.  She  remained  in  the  City  about  six  weeks 
^We  the  General  was  actively  engaged  in  furthering  his  affairs. — 
^*^6n  these  were  considerably  advanced  Mrs.  Long  concluded  that 
^®  "^ould  not  take  her  daughter  to  Texas ;  but  leave  her  to  the  care 
^  one  of  her  sisters,  Mrs.  Chesly,  residing  at  Rodney  in  Mississippi. 
:^^  this  purpose  she  ascended  the  river,  with  the  intention  of  re.]oin- 
^^S"  her  huband  in  time  to  embark  with  him.  In  the  meanwhile  he 
^^J^tinued  the  prosecution  of  his  plans  with  untiring  diligence. — 

^^neral  Long,  in  the  reorganization  of  his  enterprise,  had  to  en- 
^^Jiter  many  difficulties.  The  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  ooun- 
^^^vas  unfavorable  to  it.  His  recent  over-throw  was  also  a  serious 
?»stacle.  It  had  extinguished  the  enthusiasm  which  once  prevailed 
^  Its  favor,  and  excited  some  prejudice  against  the  leader.  Galvez- 
ton  being  now  the  Head  Quarters  of  his  operations,  he  was  necessarily 

**T^riideau's  letter  is  in  the  Bexar  Archives. 
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compelled  to  look  to  New  Orleans  in  a  great  measure  for  his  patronage 
and  support.  Indeed,  he  was  entirely  dependent  upon  this  city  for 
a  new  outfit.  Without  its  friendly  cooperation,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  him  to  proceed  at  all.  Unfortunately  the  populacion  of  New- 
Orleans  at  that  time,  was  chiefly  French,  who  had  but  little  sympathy 
with  enterprises  of  this  character,  and  who  could  not  comprehend  the 
right  of  an  American  Citizen,  upon  his  own  responsibility,  to  re- 
Wndle  the  flames  of  war  in  a  country  whch  appeared  to  be  quetly 
resuming  its  ancient  relations  to  the  legitimate  Monarch.  Besides, 
there  was  a  considerable  Spanish  population  who  was  active  and  vio- 
lent and  not  without  a  due  share  of  public  influence.  They  were 
nearly  all  true  to  the  Cause  of  Spain,  and  did  whatever  was  in  their 
power  to  embarrass  and  thwart  our  hero  in  his  operations.  The 
Americans  were  the  only  friends  which  the  General  could  boast  in 
the  city.  To  them  alone  could  he  appeal  with  any  hope  of  success. 
They,  however,  were  not  only  few  in  numbers  compared  with  the 
balance  of  the  population ;  but  in  common  with  all  classes  of  business 
men  at  that  period,  their  pecuniary  difficulties  and  straightened  cir- 
cumstances, would"  not  allow  them  to  extend  to  our  hero  that  liberal 
and  efficient  assistance  which  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  his  under- 
taking demanded. — ^Under  these  circumstances — neglected  by  the 
French;  opposed  by  the  Spaniards  and  sustained  alone  by  a  small 
community  of  merchants  who  had  but  little  to  give  beyond  their  good- 
wishes, — almost  any  other  person  than  General  Long  would  have 
broken  up  his  post  at  Bolivar  Point,  and  have  abandoned  the  en- 
terprise in  despair.  Not  so,  however,  with  him.  In  spite  of  all  the 
unpromising  circumstances  attending  his  cause,  he  continued  the 
prosecution  of  his  purpose  until  partial  success  was  the  result  of  his 
efforts.  lie  finally  succeeded. in  obtaining  a  respectable  out-fit,  with 
the  promise  of  further  assistance  as  his  exigencies  might  requre. 
These  arrangements  were  effected  chiefly  through  the  influence  of 
General  Ripley,  Mr.  Preston  and  the  house  of  Brant  and  Foster; 
together  with  some  few  others  whose  names  are  now  forgotten,  but 
who  were  equally  devoted  to  the  General  and  sustained  the  cause 
for  his  sake. 

While  General  Long  was  thus  engaged  in  negociating  for  sup- 
plies, he  was  surrounded  by  a  new  sett  of  adventurers,  whose  names 
— or  at  least  many  of  them  will  appear  in  the  due  course  of  our 
narrative.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  recruits. — These 
were  to  be  had  in  any  numbers;  and  with  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence an  army  might  have  been  raised  suffifcient  for  the  extermi- 
nation of  the  Royal  authorities  throughout  all  Mexico.  There 
were,  however,  among  the  new  accessions  to  the  enterprise,  two 
individuals  to  whom  we  would  direct  the  special  attention  of  the 
reader,  not  solely  because  of  their  own  intrinsic  merits,  and  their 
fidelity  to  their  leader,  but  also  on  account  of  their  subse- 
quent fame  and  identification  with  the  history  of  Texas;  one  of 
them  having  commanded  at  the  capture  of  Velasco  in  1832,  and  the 
other  at  the  taking  of  San  Antonio  in  1835.  We  allude  to  John 
Austin  and  Benjamin  R.  Milam.    Austin  was  one  of  the  bravest  of 
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men — ^prompt,  fierce  and  unyielding — ^but  withall  of  a  noble  nature 
and  of  the  loftiest  sentiments  of  honor.  There  was  evidently,  a 
slight  tendency  in  his  disposition  to  violence  and  arbitrary  dicta- 
tion, which  would  have  rendered  him  less  acceptable  to  his  associates 
had  not  these  qualities  been  modified  and  controlled  by  a  sense  of 
justice  which  never  faltered  and  a  magnanimity  that  knew  no 
hounds.  Besides,  he  was  gentlemanly  in  his  deportment,  social  in 
liis  habits  and  of  undoubted  integrity  in  all  his  dealings.  His 
frankness  inspired  confidence;  his  chivalry,  admiration,  and  his 
urbanity,  the  aflfections  of  the  people.  He  was  a  popular  man, 
And  died  of  the  cholera  in  1833  on  the  Brazos  universally  lamented. 
Benj.  R.  Milam,  in  many  respects,  was  the  antithisis  of  his  companion 
4ind  compatriot.  He  was  more  retiring  in  his  disposition,  and  quiet 
in  his  habits ;  equally  firm  and  brave,  but  less  impulsive  and  im- 
petuous. Both  were  trustworthy  men  sincere  in  all  their  profes- 
sions devoted  in  their  attachments  and  inflexible  in  their  purposes. 
Milam,  though  at  that  time  a  very  young  man,  almost  destitute  of 
education,  was  nevertheless  remarkable  for  good  sense,  sound  dis- 
cretion and  dignified  sobriety;  uniting  in  his  estimable  character, 
the  modest  simplicity  of  youth,  with  the  stability  and  efficiency  of 
age.  Between  him  and  Austin,  and  their  common  commander  there 
sprang  up  at  once  a  very  strong  and  disinterested  attachment  which 
Kjontinued  through  life.  They  became,  indeed,  devoted  and  insepar- 
ahle  friends;  united  by  the  loftiest  sentiments  of  our  nature,  and 
forming  a  noble  trio  which  nothing  but  the  hand  of  death  could 
dissolve.  On  the  part  of  the  Chieftan  there  was  no  limitation 
to  his  confidence  in  his  new  recruits,  nor  alloy  in  his  aflfections 
towards  them ;  and  they,  in  their  turn,  requited  his  partiality  with 
a  devotion  which  never  wavered,  and  a  servi-se  that  never  tired. 
They  clung  to  their  leader  to  the  last.  Through  good  and  thro' 
evil  report  they  abided  with  him;  participated  in  all  his  trials, 
difficulties  and  suflPerings,  and  forsook  him  not  in  the  closing  scene. 
It  was  these  two  devoted  and  heroic  followers  that  laid  the  cold 
remains  of  our  hero  in  a  foreign  grave. — 

Milam  and  Austin,  having  united  in  the  enterprise,  commenced 
at  once  their  active  co-operation  with  the  General;  and  in  a  short 
time  every  thing  was  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  their  departure. 
Nothing  was  wa?nting  but  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Long.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  she  had  gone  up  the  river  to  Rodney  for  the 
purpose  of  leaving  her  daughter,  Ann,  with  Mrs.  Chesley.  As  yet 
she  had  not  returned.  The  delay,  however,  which  she  occasioned, 
was  brief.  In  a  few  days  she  joined  her  husband.  The  arms, 
ammunition  and  provision's  being  already  on  board  of  a  boat,  the 
General  departed  without  further  delay,  going  up  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  leaving  his  lady  to  sail  with  Milam  and  Austin  in  the 
** Three  leisters* \  Long  was  so  narrowly  watched  that  he  had  to 
smuggle  his  supplies  out  of  the  city  with  the  greatest  caution,  and 
convey  them  to  Galvezton  by  way  of  Culcasiu  [Calcasieu]  and  the 
yermillion  Bay;  and  hence  the  reason  of  hi's  proceeding  up  the 
river  instead  of  sailing  directly  for  Bolivar  Point  in  the  Schooner. 

When  the  ** Three  Sisters"  was  about  to  weigh  anchor,  she  was 
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boarded  by  a  Government  Officer,  who  suspecting  that  she  con- 
tained contraband  articles  of  war,  came  to  examine  her  cargo.  He 
also  spoke  of  scrutinizing  the  contents  of  Mrs  Long's  trunk.  To 
this  the  lady  peremptorily  objected,  and  prepared  to  go  ashore 
rather  than  submit  to  such  indignity.  There  was,  however,  another 
reason  for  this;  her  trunk  contained  a  splendid  sword  which  had 
been  presented  to  her  husband.  The  officer  was  sufficiently  gallant 
not  to  insist  upon  the  search ;  and  in  a  short  time  the  vessel  set  sail. 
Scarcely,  however,  had  she 'made  the'^ Engltsh  Turn'\  when  the  sep- 
aration of  Mrs  Long  from  her  only  child  became  so  insupportable 
that  she  resolved  to  proceed  no  further.  The  vessel  was  accordingly 
hauled  to;  and  Mrs  Long,  going  on  board  of  a  Steamer,  returned 
to  the  city,  and  hastened  thence  to  her  sister  Chesley's,  where  she 
had  loft  her  little  daughter.  The  *' Three  Sisters,'^  in  the  meantime 
continued  her  voyage  and  reached  Galveston  simultaneously  with 
General  Long. — 

Behold  then  our  enthusiastic  hero  unfurling  his  Banner  once  more 
in  bold  defiance  of  the  foe ;  animated  by  the  high  hope  of  retrieving 
his  late  disasters  and  giving  liberty  and  law  to  that  beautiful,  but 
long  degraded  land.  Before  entering,  however,  upon  this  period  of 
his  public-spirited  career,  we  must  parley  a  moment  with  the  reader, 
for  the  purpose  t)f  apologising  for  the  homely  materials  of  a  large 
portion  of  our  unpretending  narrative.  We  are  necessarily  forced 
into  the  relation  of  many  circumstances  and  events,  minute,  if  not 
trifling  in  their  nature,  and  which  can  possess  little  or  no  interest 
for  the  common  reader.  To  him  probably,  it  would  be  much  more 
agreeable,  if  we  were  to  confine  ourselves  to  a  mere  general  outline 
of  the  story;  for  he  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  have  any  great 
curiosity  or  concern  about  the  details  of  an  ill-fated  and  abortive 
enterprise,  from  which  nothing  resulted  of  any  consequence  to  coun- 
try or  beneficially  to  any  one  connected  with  it.  Such,  indeed,  is 
the  character  of  that  which  forms  our  present  theme.  Nevertheless, 
as  it  was  conceived  in  a  general  spirit,  and  was  prosecuted  with  the 
hope  of  extensive  good,  its  minute  and  circumstantial  history  (as 
far  as  it  now  can  be  ascertained)  will  not  be  devoid  of  interest,  we 
presume,  to  another  class  of  readers,  not  very  numerous  at  present 
but  destined  to  become  so  in  a  very  few  years.  We  mean  the  present 
an<J  the  future  people  of  Texas.  We  are  confident  that  thier  bosoms 
will  ever  throb  with  a  deep  simpathy,  with  whatever  pertains  to  the 
'  early  annals  of  their  country ;  and  it  is  for  them  mainly,  that  we  arc 
now  writing,  believing  that  the  inconsequential  incidents  and  de- 
tached episodes  which  we  shall  string  very  loosely  together,  how- 
ever unentertaining  to  the  general  reader,  will  not  be  altogther 
destitute  of  interest  to  them.  — 

Order,  prudence  and  general  propriety  were  now  indispensiblc 
to  success.  Without  these,  there  could  be  no  public  credit  nor 
individual  confidence. — General  Long  was  aware  of  this,  and  ac- 
cordingly, lost  no  time  in  reorganizing  and  establishing  Civil  gov- 
ernment.—  A  ''Supreme  Council''  was  convened,  as  had  been  done 
at  Nacogdoches.  It  met  on  the  fourth  day  of  June  1820.  The  mem- 
bers present  on  the  occasion  as  far  as  known  were,  Long,  Biglow, 
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Cook,  Walker,  Barker,  Martin,  Taylor,  Purnell,  Procello,  Gutierres 
and  Rodrigues.  Johnson  returned  and  joined  them  on  the  first  of 
August.  After  their  organnzation,  the  first  thing  they  did  was  to 
appoint  a  Committee  to  examine  the  record  of  1819,  and  report  on 
the  question,  whether  the*  present  shall  be  considered  a  new  Govern- 
ment or  a  continuation  of  the  one  commenced  at  Nacogdoches. 
Biglow,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  reported,  that  the  **  Supreme 
Councir'  at  Nacogdoches,  chosen  by  popular  election,  had  declared 
the  Independence  of  the  Republic  on  the  23rd  of  June  1819  —  that 
said  Council,  since  that  period  had  held  various  Sessions  **and  that 
various  laws  and  ordinances  have  been  passed  by  virtue  of  its  au- 
thority, and  that  divers  military  and  civil  officers  have  been  ap- 
pointed under  its  sanction,  who  have  continued,  in  and  out  of  the 
Eepublic,  in  the  uninterrupted  exercise  of  their  functions,  whilst  the 
citizens  of  the  Republic  have  remained  firm  and  faithful  in  their 
allegiance  to  the  same."  This  report  being  accepted  by  the  body, 
the  conclusion  was  that  there  had  been  no  interregnum  in  the  gov- 
ernment; and  that  the  present  council  was  but  a  continuation  of 
the  former  one.  A  ReSsolution  was  then  adopted  declaring  vacant 
the  seats  of  those  members  of  the  old  council  who  should  not  resume 
their  duties  during  the  present  year,  and  providing  for  the  election 
of  others  to  fill  their  vacancies. 

The  most  interesting  transaction,  however,  of  this  period  is  the 
one  which  we  are  about  to  relate.  We  allude  to  the  tender  of  the 
chief  command  of  the  enterprise  to  General  Ripley.  The  two  letters 
which  we  shall  presently  insert  —  the  one  announcing  the  appoint- 
ment; and  the  other  in  reply  to  the  same —  will  be  found  to  contain 
all  the  information  necessary  upon  the  particular.  If  the  reader 
would  have  his  curiosity  indulged  beyond  this,  he  must  allow  us  to 
refer  to  a  document  which  is  no  longer  in  our  possession.  On  a 
former  occasion  we  examined  the  few  remaining  papers  of  our  hero, 
and  made  various  extracts  from  them,  with  a  view  of  preparing 
some  such  a  sketch  of  his  carreer  as  the  one  we  are  now  engaged  in. 
Two  documents  were  then  before  us,  whict  have  since  been  either 
mislaid  or  destroyed.  One  of  them  was  an  interesting,  but  dispond- 
ing  letter  from  Horatio  Biglow  to  General  Long  announcing  his  in- 
tention to  withdraw  from  the  enterprise,  and  advising  the  General 
to  obtain  a  commission  on  authority  from  some  of  the  South- 
American  Republics,  for  the  further  prosecution  of  his  plans,  be- 
Hevmg  that  some  other  flag  than  his  own  was  necessary  to  legalize 
Ws  operations  and  to  render  them  acceptable  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  The  other  document,  was  part  of  the  records  of  the 
Supreme  Council  containing  the  proceedings  of  that  body  upon  the 
verv  matter  which  is  now  before  us.  The  information,  however, 
which  it  afforded  was  not  very  copious  nor  very  material.  It  rep- 
resented the  Supreme  Council  as  being  in  secret  Session  upon  a 
confidential  Communication  form  General  Long.  The  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  a  Committee,  which  reported  upon  it,  in  the 
following  terms — ^to  wit —  **that  the  Council  highly  approve  the  meas- 
ures adopted  by  the  President  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  Re- 
public, an  eminent  General  and  Jurist  now  resident  in  the  United 
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States;  and  furthermore,  that  this  negociation  of  the  President, 
affords  a  new  proof  of  his  magnanimity  and  disinterested  zeal  for 
the  public,  which  he  was  willing  at  all  times  to  promote  by  the 
greatest  sacrifices/'  Such  was  the  language  of  the  lost  document, 
ais  we  find  it  quoted  among  our  memorandums.  The  eminent  in- 
dividual alluded  to,  was  General  Ripley.  Between  him  and  our 
hero,  there  must  have  been  some  correspondence  upon  this  subject; 
and  in  all  probability,  it  accompanied  and  formed  a  part  of  the 
President's  communication  to  the  Council.  Of  such  correspondence, 
Jiowever,  we  have  no  traces ;  nor  have  we  ever  encountered  the  con- 
fidential communication  which  evoked  the  action  of  that  body. 
The  result  of  the  secret  session  wa;s  the  appointment  of  Genl. 
Ripley  to  the  command  of  the  enterprise.  He  was  notified  of  his 
oppointment  by  the  following  official  letter  from  General  Long. 

Republic  of  Texas 
Head  Quarters 

June  23rd  1820. 
To  Maj.  Genl.  Ripley, 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  announce  to 
you  that  having  resigned  that  office,  you  have  been  duly  elected 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  by  the  Supreme  Council  thereof, 
convened  conformable  to  the  Constitution,  and  as  President  Ex-Officio, 
•Generalisimo  of  the  armies  and  navy  thereof.  Should  you  accept 
the  appointment,  the  "Government  has  determined  that  a  grant  of 
Land  shall  be  made  you  of  twenty  miles,  to  be  located  on  any  of  the 
unappropriated  lands,  in  tracts  of  Twelve  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
each,  and  in  addition  thereto,  the  annual  salary  of  Twenty  five  thou- 
sand dollars  out  the  Treasury  of  the  Republic.  The  Supreme 
Council  waits  with  anxiety  your  determination. 

With  high  considerations, 
Your  Obedient  Servt. 
James  Long. 

To  this  invitation.  General  Ripley  forwarded  the  following  letter 
of  acceptance.  He  wrote  two  letters  in  reply,  as  if  intending  to  leave 
it  with  his  friend  to  choose  the  one  which  might  be  most  appropriate 
to  the  occasion  and  consonant  with  existing  circumstances.  The  one 
to  which  we  have  given  preference  is  the  most  ample,  and  at  the  same 
time  an  invaluable  exposition  of  the  true  nature  and  character  of 
the  enterprise.  We  insert  it,  almost  solely  because  of  the  light  which 
it  affords  upon  this  point.  It  is  worth  a  volumn  of  argument  and 
explanation;  and  must  forever  put  at  rest  the  unmerited  prejudices 
which  once  prevailed  against  the  operations  of  a  patriot  and  a  hero 
whose  greatest  errors  were  excess  of  chivalry,  and  the  want  of  sel- 
fishness. 
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New-Orleans  July  10.  1820. 
To  General  James  Long, 
Commander  in  Chief 

of  the  forces  of  Texas. 

I  have  received  with  lively  sensibility  the  communi- 
cation you  have  addressed  to  me  informing  me  **that  I  had  been  duly 
elected  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  by  the  Supreme  Council 
thereof  conformably  to  the  Constitution  and  as  President  ex  efficio 
Generalisimo  of  the  armies  and  navies  thereof". 

I  have  given  to  the  subject  of  of  [sic]  this  unexpected  invitation 
all  the  consideration  in  my  power.  I  have  reviewed  the  present  state 
of  that  Colony  its  struggles  for  freedom  and  independence;  its 
proximity  to  the  United  States  its  natural  resources  in  silver  copper 
iron  and  lead  mines  of  inexhaustible  character;  its  fine  healthy  cli- 
mate and  exuberant  soil;  its  capacious  harbors  and  majestic  rivers; 
all  paralyzed  by  the  despotic  and  intolerant  colonial  system  of  Spain. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  have  reflected  upon  the  course  which 
duty  pointed  out  to  me;  and  I  have  come  to  the  determination  to 
accept  the  appointment  which  the  people  of  Texas  thro'  their  Supreme 
Council  have  conferred  upon  me. 

The  basis  of  the  policy  I  shall  be  anxious  to  adopt  is  pacific;  to 
make  no  unjust  or  unnecessary  wars;  to  open  the  ports  to  a  fair 
commerce  and  the  soil  to  a  virtuous  emigracion ;  to  inculcate  the  prin- 
ciples and  practice  of  Religion,  morality  frugality  and  industry;  to 
make  provision  for  schools  colleges  and  seminaries  of  learning;  to 
open  roads  and  canals  and  introduce  manufactures  and  the  mechanic 
arts;  to  expand  the  agriculture  of  the  Country  and  convert  its 
forests  and  wastes  into  cultivated  fields;  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
slavery  which  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  spreading  with  such  rapidity, 
weakning  the  strength  and  the  morals  and  the  republican  habits 
of  States  these  will  be  the  leading  features  of  a  policy  I  should  recom- 
mend and  which  I  should  exert  all  my  efforts  to  see  introduced  and 
established. 

I  pray  you  to  tender  to  the  Supreme  Council  my  high  Considera- 
tions and  accept  yourself  assurances  of  my  respect  and  esteem. 

E.  W.  Ripley. 

P.  S.)    I  shall  probably  be  at  Galveston  in  from  40  to  60  days. 

This  gratuitous  tender  of  the  Chief  Command  to  General  Ripley 
was  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  well-known  magnanimity  of  Gen- 
eral Long.  It  was  not  forced  upon  him  by  popular  sentiment.  It  was 
not  the  work  of  the  Supreme  Council;  nor  that  of  any  of  his  fol- 
lowers. It  was  a  voluntary  matter  on  his  part;  a  suggestion  of  his 
own;  a  noble  sacrifice  of  ambition  and  selfishness  to  the  loftier  senti- 
ments of  private  friendship,  and  an  ardent  devotion  to  the  public 
good.  He  was  willing  to  forego  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  his 
position,  in  order  to  secure  the  genius  and.  experience  of  a  friend  who, 
on  account  of  his  extensive  popularity,  influence  and  well-earned 
fame,  might  be,  as  he  supposed,  more  efficient  than  himself  in  pro- 
moting and  securing  the  great  ends  to  which  he  was  consecrating  him- 
self;  manifesting  by  this  act  a  degree  of  modesty  and  patriotic  disin- 
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terestedness  which  belongs  alone  to  the  truly  meritorious  and  which 
must  be  admired  by  all  however  few  may  be  able  to  imitate  it. 

General  Ripley,  however,  did  not  assume  the  station  which  he  had 
accepted.  The  situation  of  his  private  affairs,  combined  with  the  ill 
health  of  his  wife  precluded  the  possibility  of  doing  so;  and  of 
consequence,  the  enterprise  remained  under  the  conduct  and  control 
of  General  Long.  But  in  the  policy  unfolded  ia  General  Ripley's 
letter,  the  reader  will  perceive  the  true  design  and  character  of  the 
whole  enterprise,  and  he  cannot  fail  to  appreciate  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, the  motives  and  labors  of  those  who  were  so  heroically  devoted 
to  it.— 

Long's  Enterprise 
in  Texas. 


Chapter  4th. 


Between  General  Long  and  his  friends,  there  was  a  material  dif- 
ference of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  enterprise 
ought  to  be  condueter.  They  were  all  looking  to  the  independence  ^nd 
colonization  of  the  country ;  but  very  oposite  views  were  entertained 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  obtaining  the  desired  ends.  Tt  was  the  wish 
of  General  Long  —  as  soon  as  his  force  would  justify  the  attempt 
—  to  advance  into  the  interior ;  drive  the  enemy  before  him ;  establish 
Head-Quarters  at  Bexar,  and  then  throw  the  country  upen  at  once  to 
a  general  emigratoin.  He  believed  that  the  extinction  of  the  Royal 
authority  in  the  Province  and  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  government 
from  Bolivar  Point  to  San  Antonio  was  almost  essential  to  success. 
Until  this  should  be  done,  the  American  People  would  have  no 
confidence  in  the  enterprise,  nor  would  families  remove  into  the 
country.  This  policy  —  which  was  evidently  the  true  one  —  was 
strongly  objected  to,  by  those  who  held  the  purse-strings  of  the 
enterprise;  and  to  their  mistaken  views  upon  this  point,  we  at- 
tribute in  a  great  measure,  the  disappointments  which  ensued. 

General  Long  was  indebted  exclusively  to  a  few  personal  friends 
for  his  first  out-fit;  and  was  still  dependent  upon  them  for  his 
future  supplies.  Without  their  assistance  he  could  do  nothing. 
This  necessarily  compelled  him,  in  a  great  degree,  to  be  guided 
by  their  counsels.  They  were  the  sole  fountain  of  his  resources; 
and  it  was  just  and  proper  that  they  should  have  an  equal  voice 
in  deciding  upon  the  line  of  policy  to  be  pursued;  and  it  is  not 
impossible  that  this  may  have  been  one  of  the  conditions  upon  which 
advances  were  made  to  him. — Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  very  certain 
that  the  policy  of  the  sleeping  partners  in  the  enterprise  —  that 
is,  the  capitalists  who  furnished  the  means  —  prevailed  over  his 
own;  and  we  cannot  but  repear  our  conviction  that  the  predomi- 
nance of  their  views  was  the  real  cause  of  his  failure.  The  policy 
which  they  recommended,  and  indeed,  virtually  constrained  him  to 
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observe,  was  to  remain  stationary  at  Bolivar  Point,  and  wait  pa- 
tiently for  the  influx  of  emigrants.  It  was  their  opinion  that 
he  would  not  again  be  interrupted  by  the  Royal  Authorities,  whieh 
had  expended  all  their  energies  in  the  campaign  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  exhausted  condition  of  their  resources  would  not  allow 
them  to  raise  another  army,  or  to  make  any  further  movement 
against  him;  and  when  it  should  be  once  understood  in  the  United 
States,  that  he  was  secure  in  his  position,  and  capable  of  protect- 
mg  families  coming  into  the  country,  it  was  maintained  that  the 
tide  of  emigration  would  inunediately  conmience,  and  settlements 
in  a  very  short  time,  would  be  formed  of  sufficient  strength  to  pro- 
tect themselves.  It  was  in  this  way  —  by  the  silent  and  unresisted 
introduction  of  a  new  population  —  that  they  hoped  to  obtain  quiet 
possession  of  the  country,  vdthout  the  necessity  of  a  violent  expul- 
sion of  the  Spanish  authorities;  which  might  involve  expendtures 
beyond  their  ability  to  meet. — 

In  opposition  to  these  views,  it  was  contended  by  our  hero,  that 
emigrants  would  not  come  into  the  country,  having  no  other  protection 
for  their  families,  than  the  small  force  which  he  marshalled  at  Boli- 
var Point.  They  would  require  greater  security  than  this.  To  inspire 
general  confidence  in  the  United  States,  and  superinduce  to  emigra- 
tion, would  demand  the  presence  of  a  military  force  at  Bolivar 
Point  more  than  sufficient  for  the  capture  and  permanent  occupancy 
of  Bexar  —  a  measure  which  would  at  once  achieve  the  whole  object 
of  the  enterprise.  To  raise  such  an  army  and  maintain  it  in  idleness 
at  Bolivar  Point,  would  be  utterly  impossible  with  their  limited 
resources.  Soldiers  could  not  be  obtained  nor  controlled  under  such 
a  system  of  inactivity ;  or  if  this  were  practicable,  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence would  still  be  wanting.  When,  however,  it  should  be  once 
known  abroad  that  the  war  was  to  be  carried  into  the  interior,  both 
men  and  money  would  be  inmiediately  forth-coming.  It  would  popu- 
larise the  enterprise.  The  sympathies  of  the  American  nation  and 
the  chivalry  of  the  people  would  be  awakened,  and  a  general  interest 
would  be  felt  for  the  success  and  final  results  of  the  enterprise. 
On  the  contrary,  his  continuence  at  Bolivar  Point,  at  the  head  of  a 
small  garrison  and  his  little  Senate,  giving  laws  to  the  unpopulated 
regions  around  him,  while  the  rival  power,  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
^untry  was  waving  its  despotic  scepter  over  the  prostrate  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country,  would  not  satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  the 
public  mind;  it  would  not  be  in  harmony  with  the  temper  of  the 
times,  nor  the  disposition  of  the  American  people;  it  could  not  fail 
to  provoke  their  contempt  and  ridicule,  instead  of  securing  theii* 
confidence  and  cooperation.  Under  such  a  system  of  inaction  and 
doubtful  security,  there  would  be  no  emigration ;  and  the  enterprise, 
after  languishing  a  whD*^  for  the  want  of  resources  and  animation, 
•would  finally  perish  in  its  unpopularity  and  poverty.  — 

Such  were  the  views  and  feelings  of  General  Long;  and  we  doubt 
not  the  reader  will  find  in  the  course  of  our  narrative,  abundant 
reason  to  believe  that,  if  our  hero  had  been  properly  sustained  in  the 
poUcy  here  sketched,  there  would  have  been  no  failure  to  lament,  nor 
any  necessity  for  this,  our  humble  tribute  to  his  neglected  memory. 
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The  policy  of  his  friends,  however,  as  we  have  already  stated,  pre- 
vailed over  his  own.  It  was  decided  that  he  should  limit  his  opera- 
tions to  Bolivar  Point  and  wait  the  influx  of  emigrants.  This  neces- 
sarily left  Genl.  Long  little  else  to  do,  than  to  superintend  the  local 
affairs  of  his  Liliputian  Republic.  To  financier  for  subsistence;  to 
keep  the  garrison  in  subordination  and  to  establish  appropriate  and 
wholesome  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  little  community, 
were  the  chief  objects  of  his  care  and  attention. 

A  full  and  connected  account  of  the  transactions  at  Bolivar  Point, 
it  is  now  possible  to  give.  It  is  forbid  by  the  lapse  of  time,  the  loss  of 
documents  and  the  death  of  almost  all  the  actors  in  the  scene.  If  such 
a  sketch  were  practicable,  it  would  form  a  very  vivid  and  interesting 
picture,  full  of  life,  animation  and  character;  and  could  not  fail  to 
present  our  hero  in  a  variety  of  pleasing  and  very  favorable  aspects. 
Enough,  however,  has  been  preserved  to  manifest  the  general  char- 
acter of  his  administration,  and  the  formidable  obstacles  which  he 
had  to  encounter. — To  present  in  chronological  order  the  occurrences 
which  are  still  of  record,  toerether  with  such  minor  details  as  have 
been  snatched  from  the  hand  of  oblivion  is  all  that  \ye  can  now  do. 
In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  we  aspire  to  nothins:  but  simplicity 
and  accuracy. — Our  materials  are  too  desultory  to  be  woven  into  a 
regular  story,  and  we  have  no  disposition  to  wander  in  the  forbidden 
regions  of  fiction  for  dramatic  effect.  Leaving  the  reader  to  his  own 
estimate  of  our  homely  commodities,  we  shall  resume  our  narrative 
with  the  Karankaway  fight. — 

The  Karankaway  Indians  of  Texas,  have  been  generally  regarded 
as  the  most  brutal  and  disgusting  of  all  the  savage  races.  They  are 
believed  by  many  to  be  cannibals ;  and  we  are  told  by  tradicion,  that 
the  numerous  human  skulls  which,  it  is  said,  were  found  at  an  early 
period  upon  Galveston,  where  those  of  unfortunate  mariners,  who  had 
been  lured  to  the  Island,  murdered  and  banqueted  upon  by  tliese 
foul  and  loathsome  monsters.  They  were  once  a  strong  and  war-like 
tribe,  occupying  the  coast,  and  subsisting  chiefly  by  fishing.  They 
are  now  reduced  to  a  mere  hand-ful;  and  in  few  years  there  will 
be  no  further  traces  of  them.  At  the  period,  however,  of  which  we 
are  writing,  they  were  sufficiently  numerous  and  formidable  to  be 
troublesome  to  the  occupants  of  Bolivar  Point.  The  disposition  to 
molest  was  never  wanting.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  for  a  savage  and 
civilized  people  to  occupy  the  same  country  in  peace  and  harmony. 
Wars  must  inevitably  ensue ;  and  nothing  short  of  extermination  will 
bring  tranquility  or  safety.  General  Long  very  early  perceived  the 
impossibility  of  avoiding  a  collision  with  these  Indans;  and  after  re- 
ceiving many  unequivocal  indications  of  their  hostility,  he  resolved 
to  anticipate  their  movements  against  him,  by  a  prompt,  vigorous  and 
unexpected  attack  upon  them.  An  opportunity  of  doing  so,  occurred 
very  soon;  and  a  blow  was  accordingly  dealt  them  from  which  they 
did  not  speedily  recover. — 

On  the  30th  of  July  the  Karankaway^,  about  one  hundred  strong 
made  their  appearance  upon  Galveston.  They  were  holding  their 
war-dance. — General  Long  crossed  over  to  the  Island  with  twenty- 
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five  men,  Bnd  reached  the  encampment  of  the  Indians  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night.  Dividing  his  small  force  into  two  equal  partiear, 
and  placing  Major  Milam  at  the  head  of  one  of  them,  he  advanced 
upon  the  enemy  silently  and  cautiously  without  being  perceived.  At 
a  concerted  signal,  a  simultaneous  charge  at  two  different  points  was 
made  upon  the  savages  in  the  midst  of  their  amusements.  Being 
taken  by  surprise,  the  Indians  suffered  much  from  the  sudden  on* 
slaught ;  but  soon  recovering  from  the  shock,  they  seized  their  weapons 
Mid  gave  battle  with  becoming  energy.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fight 
General  Long  slew  four  of  the  Chiefs,  when  by  the  breaking  of  his 
sword,  he  was  exposed  to  iminent  danger,  from  which  he  was  rescued 
by  Major  Milam. — The  battle  now  raged  fiercely.  The  combatants 
fought  hand  to  hand.  It  was  a  contest  in  close  quarters  between  the 
Bow  and  the  bayonet.  The  Indians,  instead  of  being  intimidated, 
were  rendered  more  furious  by  their  sever  losses,  and  fought  with 
increasing  desperation.  But  their  valor  availed  them  nothing.  Nor 
could  their  superior  numbers  ensure  them  victory.  After  a  bloody 
and  protracted  resistance,  they  were  forced  to  fly.  They  fled  with 
the  loss  of  forty  of  their  best  warriors  lying  dead  on  the. field. — ^At 
dawTi  of  day  the  triumphant  party,  returned  to  Bolivar  Point,  and 
received  the  thanks  of  their  gallant  commander  for  their  good  conduct 
and  wonderful  success. 

As  a  matter  of  mere  curiosity,  we  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of 
laying  before  the  goocJ-natured  reader  a  circumstantial  statement  of 
the  killed  and  wounded,  as  we  gather  it  from  the  ofScial  account  ren- 
dered by  Doctor  James  G.  Purnell,  who  appends  to  his  signature  the 
dignatorial  characters  of  S.  G.  R.  A.  T.  which  we  interpret  to  mean 
Sergeon  General  of  the  Republican  Army  of  Texas.  Two  Americans: 
were  killed,  one  of  them  a  private  by  the  name  of  Martin,  who  expired 
on  the  ground,  and  the  other,  Captain  Kendall  Davis,  who  died  af- 
terwards of  his  wounds.  Among  the  wounded  were  two  Lieutenants, 
McPall  and  Jones,  the  one  being  shot  in  the  leg,  and  the  other  in  the 
hand;  and  three  privates,  Minklin,  Ellis  and  Early.  Early  had  hia 
liver  transpierced  by  an  arrow,  and  to  the  astonishment  of  all  re- 
covered without  any  serious  detriment  after  having  had  a  bandanna 
handkerchief  inserted  in  the  wound  to  arrest  hemmorage.  So  at  least  we 
have  heard,  without  vouching  for  the  truth  of  the  statement.  The 
commissary  Mcintosh  received  a  severe  injury  in  the  spine,  while  the 
S.  G.  R.  A.  T.  himself  had  his  cap  pinned  to  his  scalp  a  little  over  his 
right  eye.  The  arrow  was  extricated  from  the  scalp,  secundum  arium, 
by  General  Long  with  his  broken  sword,  before  the  worthy  surgeon 
coul^  render  assistance  to  his  suffering  companions.  To  crown  the 
whole  Sergeant  Bryant  was  cut  on  the  foot  with  an  oyster  shell,  and 
Mr.  Edington  was  stung  by  a  Stingaree.  Thus  of  the  Americans, 
there  were  in  all  nine  wounded  and  two  killed.  The  loss  on  the  part 
of  the  Indians  as  we  have  just  stated  were  forty  killed,  and  the  bal- 
ance, we  presume  to  have  been  all  more  or  less  damaged. 

In  this  action  two  Karankaway  boys  were  made  prisoners.  One 
of  them  was  accidentally  drowned  in  returning  to  the  Port.  The 
other  was  retained  by  General  Long.    He  was  a  lively,  active  and  an. 
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affectionate  lad,  and  soon  became  a  favorite  with  all  classes  at  Bolivar 
Point.  His  attachment  to  the  General  was  extraordinary  and  ro- 
mantic. He  could  hardly  be  forced  from  his  presence.  With  a  view 
of  testing  the.  sincerity  of  the  lad's  affection,  one  of  the  soldiers,  in 
pretended  anger,  seized  an  empty  musket  and  snapped  it  at  the 
General.  The  little  Karankaway,*in  the  agony  of  his  heart,  broke  out 
into  the  loudest  cries  of  terror  and  lamentation,  and  attempted  to 
throw  himself  between  the  muzzle  of  the  gun  and  his  father  as  he 
called  the  General.  The  soldier  then  presented  the  gun  at  the  lad, 
and  said  he  would  kill  him.  The  little  hero,  as  fearless  as  he  was 
affectionate,  bared  his  bosom  to  receive  the  shot;  Unfortunately  the 
musket  which  was  supposed  to  be  empty,  proved  to  be  heavily  charged, 
and  on  being  snapped  a  second  time,  made  fire  and  lodged  its  contents 
in  the  heart  of  the  young  Karankaway.  There  was  not  a  dry  eye 
in  the  whole  garrison. 

The  Supreme  Council  now  resumed  its  labors.  It  was  convened  by 
the  President  on  the  30th  August,  and  proceeded  to  the  adoption  of 
various  interesting  and  important  regulations.  Galveston  was  de- 
clared a  port  of  entry;  a  tariff  of  fifteen  per  cent  ad  valorem  was 
established;  and  a  Court  of  Admiralty  organized.  The  Port  was 
named  Las  Cassas;  James  Egan,  Collector  of  revenues;  and  Major 
Hewit  and  C.  S.  Mitchell  were  Judges  of  the  Marine  Court.  The 
President  and  Mr.  Martin  were  appointed  to  draft  a  code  of  Military 
laws  adopted  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  country;  while  Walker 
and  Johnson  reported  a  Bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  officers  civil 
and  military,  and  for  the  regulation  of  Bounty  lands  of  Soldiers  and 
Head-rights  of  actual  settlers.  About  the  same  time  the  General  in  his 
military  capacity,  issued  two  interesting  Orders,  one  prohibiting 
profane  swearing,  and  the  other  abolishing  corporal  punishment  in 
the  Army.  In  the  first,  he  says  that  nothing  is  more  calculated 
to  shock  the  moral  sentiment  and  keep  good  men  from  settling  in 
the  country,  than  the  odious  habit  of  profane  swearing;  and  in 
the  second,  although  strongly  insisting  upon  perfect  subordina- 
tion, he  uses  the  following  language — to  wit' — **mild  and  humane 
treatment  is  the  only  proper  mode  to  make  good  soldiers,  and  in- 
spire them  with  a  love  for,  and  confidence  in  their  OflBcers.*'  These 
are  but  fragmentary  specimens  of  the  proceedings  generally  of  the 
new  government;  yet  in  the  wisdom,  justice  and  moderation  which 
they  evince,  the  reader  may  find  the  true  cause  of  that  revolution 
in  public  sentiment  which  now  began  to  manifest  itself  in  the 
United  States  in  favor  of  our  hero  and  his  enterprise. — 

Perhaps  no  individual  in  history  ever  struggled  with  more  heroic 
endurance  and  fortitude  against  seemingly  insurmountable  difficulties 
than  did  General  Long  at  Bolivar  Point. — Nor  con  it  be  denied  that 
his  painful  toils  were  attended  with  all  the  success  which  it  was 
possible  to  attain  under  the  circumstances.  At  the  head  of  a  small 
military  force,  composed  of  materials  the  most  heterogenous  and 
refractory,  half  clad,  half  fed  and  nothing  paid ;  yet  was  he  never- 
theless  able  in  defiance  of  all  these  obstacles,  not  only  to  hold  them 
logether,  but  to  keep  them  in  perfect  order,  subordination  and  dis- 
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<»epline,  attached  to  the  servise,  devoted  to  him  and  ever  ready  for 
the  enemy.  Equal  tranquility  and  peace  prevailed  in  the  civil  de- 
partment of  the  government.  Between  the  two  authorities  there 
were  no  collisions  or  jealousies.  Nor  were  there  any  between  the  sol- 
diers and  the  citizens.  All  abided  in  harmony,  and  acted  in  concert — 
were  obedient  to  the  laws,  prompt  in  duty,  patient  in  suffering,  and 
consolidated  and  cemented  by  a  common  enthusiasm  in  favor  of  their 
leader.  The  man  who  could  organize  a  government  at  all,  out  of 
such  discordant  elements  as  had  congregated  at  Bolivar  Point,  and 
keep  that  government  in  harmonious  action  under  so  many  adverse 
and  trying  circumstances,  must  have  possessed  more  than  an  ordinary 
share  of  the  lofty  attributes  of  our  nature.  He  must  have  had 
talents  to  inspire  confidence;  chivalry  to  attract  admiration;  gen- 
erosity to  secure  affection;  and  firmness  to  enforce  obedience. — 
And  such  in  reality  was  the  character  of  General  Long.  He  was 
a  man  to  be  beloved,  honored  and  obeyed. — 

The  prudence  and  felicity  of  General  Long's  administration, 
could  not  fail  to  produce  a  due  effect  upon  public  opinion  in  the 
United  States.  The  American  people  could  no  longer  close  their 
eyes  to  the  fact,  that  there  was  a  new  government  in  successful 
operation  in  Texas ;  and  that  its  affairs  were  conducted  with  an  order, 
propriety  and  efSciency  which  would  not  suffer  in  comparison  with 
their  own  institutions.  Whatever  might  be  their  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  its  legality,  or  their  speculations  upon  its  probable  stability, 
they  were,  at  least  compelled  to  acknowledge  its  existence,  and  could 
not  well  refrain  from  inquiring  into  the  designs  of  its  founder,  and 
the  character  and  tendency  of  his  operations.  These  had  now  as- 
sumed an  importance  which  coerced  the  public  mind  into  a  serious 
consideration  of  them ;  and  in  proportion  as  they  were  investigated 
and  complhehended,  our  hero  increased  in  popular  favor,  and 
received  the  approval  of  the  good  and  wise.  He  was  now,  no  longer 
regarded  as  a  mere  adventurer,  seeking  momentary  glory  at  the 
canon's  mouth;  but  one  whose  purposes  were  as  laudable  as  his 
conduct  was  noble  and  honorable;  as  one  who  had  sacrifised  much, 
and  was  still  periling  life  and  every  thing  dear  to  him,  in  a  noble 
endeavor  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  freedom,  and  to  open  new 
sourses  of  prosperity  to  thousands.  To  appreciate  his  motives 
and  designs,  it  was  only  necessary  to  comprehend  them ;  and  it  was 
impossible  for  the  generous  and  enlightened  mind  to  witness  his 
unrewarded  toils,  and  contempate  the  innumerable  blessings  which 
would  inevitably  flow  from  his  success,  without  sympathising  with 
him  in  his  difSculties,  and  feeling  some  solictude  for  the  result.  As 
evidence  that  public  sentiment  was  now  undergoing  a  very  salutary 
change  in  reference  to  the  operations  of  our  hero,  and  that  there 
was  a  wide-spread  anxiety  for  his  success,  we  will  here  insert  the 
following  encouraging  letter  which  he  received  from  one  of  his 
best  friends. 

**New  Orleans  July  8th  1820. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  taken  the  enclosed  letters  from  the  Post  Office 
this    morning    and    availed    myself    of    the    opportunity    of    the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


90  Texas  State  Library 

Three  Sisters  to  send  them  to  you.  The  vessel  being  about  to  sail 
immediately,  I  have  only  time  to  wish  you  well,  to  desire  to  be  re- 
membered to  my  acquaintances  and  to  request  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing from  you  occasionally.  Perhaps  by  giving  publicity  here  to  the 
details  of  your  progress  and  the  character  of  your  country,  your 
cause  might  be  served.  If  so,  I  should  be  happy  to  be  at  your  serv- 
ice in  that  respect,  and  generally  to  serve  you  as  far  as  I  can,  and 
only  regret  that  my  means  are  not  adequate  to  render  you  sub- 
stantial servise.  Your  cause  is  becoming  more  popular.  There  is 
a  mighty  spirit  rising  in  the  Western  States  in  your  favor.  Progress 
slowly  and  cautiously,  be  prudent  and  perisevering  and  you  must 
succeed. 

Pretty  authentic  accounts  have  reached  us,  that  the  King  of 
Spain  has  absconded  from  his  kingdom.  France  and  England  are 
involved  in  troubles  and  difficulty.  The  old  world  will  have  to  at- 
tend exclusively  to  their  own  concerns  and  leave  the  new,  to  self- 
government. 

We  have  been  lately  engaged  here  in  an  election  which  has  just 
terminated.  Thos.  B.  Robertson  will  be  returned  as  Governor.  If 
80,  he  will  be  your  friend.  (Here  a  line  is  partially  obliterated.) 
I  am  his  intimate  friend,  and  will  obtain  for  you  his  influence  as  far 
as  possible. 

If  you  can  make  a  permanent  establishment,  remember  that  two 
thousand  men  arrive  at  this  port  alone,  annually,  who  would  be 
glad  [to]  better  their  fortunes  by  settling  in  a  rich  and  salubrious 
country.  The  tide  of  emigration  alone,  would  in  a  few  years  roll 
your  power  to  the  city  of  Mexico. 

I  am  in  haste  —  remember  me  to  Crawford,  Biglow,  Mitchell  and 
others,  and  accept  Dear  Sir  the  respect  and  esteem  of  your  obedient 
humble  servant. 

Isaac  T.  Preston.'' 

The  arrival  of  Mrs  Long  in  the  country,  had  also  a  most  happy  effect 
on  the  affairs  of  Bolivar  Point.  She  not  only  brought  with  her  the 
effections  of  a  large  number  of  influential  friends  both  in  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana  whose  solicitude  for  the  cause  was  awakened  by  her 
identification  with  it ;  but  her  presence  was  an  ornament  and  inspira- 
tion to  the  new  Republic,  imparting  dignity  and  propriety  to  its 
manners,  and  infusing  new  order  in  the  soldier  and  the  citizen  in 
the  discharge  of  duty.  Her  influence  was  soon  felt.  It  was  perceptible 
in  the  order,  sobriety  and  industry  that  prevailed;  in  the  many  im- 
provements she  devised;  in  the  flowers  that  adorned  the* place;  and 
above  all  in  the  general  satisfaction  and  joy  which  her  cheerfulness 
and  never-ending  benevolence  communicated  to  every  bosom  and 
spread  over  every  countenance. — 

Bolivar  Point  was  now,  indeed,  a  pleasant  and  romantic  place. 
The  community,  though  small,  was  cheerful  and  happy ;  and  all  were 
looking  forward  with  a  great  certainty  to  a  full  fruition  of  their 
hopes.  Supplies  were  suflBciently  abundant  for  the  present;  emi- 
grants were  occasionally  coming  into  the  country,  and  the  Banner 
of  Independence  was  floating  unmolested  in  the  breeze.  Our  hero* 
himself  had  almost  become  reconciled  to  the  system  of  masterly  inac^ 
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Hon,  which  he  had  been  induced,  against  his  own  convictions,  to 
adopt.  If  then,  he  shall  be  able  to  maintain  himself  in  his  present 
situation,  and  give  the  necessary  protection  to  the  new  settlenaents 
as  they  may  be  formed  in  the  country  until  they  shall  be  able  to 
protect  themselves,  the  great  object  of  his  enterprise  and  the  fervid 
desire  of  his  heart  will  be  completely  realized;  and  Texas  at  least, 
will  make  good  her  Independence,  whatever  might  be  the  fate  of 
the  balance  of  Mexico. — 

Such  were  the  flattering  condition  of  our  heroes  affairs,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  when  a  singular  circumstance  occurred  at  San 
Antonio,  which,  although  in  no  wise  connected  with  the  operations 
of  our  hero,  was  nevertheless  attended  with  consequences  too  vast  and 
important  to  be  omitted  in  a  sketch  like  the  present.  It  was  the  sud- 
den and  surprising  appearance  in  that  city  of  a  bold  adventurer  who 
had  come  all  the  way  from  Missouri,  to  lay  before  the  Royal  Author^ 
ities,  a  memorial,  praying  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  establish 
an  American  Colony  of  three  hundred  families  in  His  Majesty's 
Provence.  He  had  come  in  violation  of  the  laws,  without  a  passport, 
withoiit  letters  of  introduction  and  ^dthout  having  a  solitary  ac- 
quaintance —  as  far  as  he  knew  —  in  the  country.  And  yet,  in 
spite  of  these  circumstances,  and  the  extraordinature  character  of  the 
favor  solicited,  he  was  nevertheless  able,  by  a  combination  of  good 
fortune  and  great  address  to  obtain  hjs  end.  When  we  consider 
the  nature  of  the  proposition,  the  time  of  making  and  the  moae  of 
doing  it,  together  with  the  attendant  success, 'we  cannot  but  regard 
it,  as  one  of  the  most  wonderful  operations  in  the  annals  of  modern 
enterprise.  The  individual  alluded  to,  was  Moses  Austin;  and  such 
was  the  beginning  of  those  long-continued  labors  which  resulted  so 
happily  in  the  colonization  of  Texas. 

From  a  pamphlet^**  published  by  the  well-remembered  and  lamented 
Stephen  F.  Austin,  it  appears  that  his  father,  Moses  Austin,  had  con- 
ceived the  above  project,  of  planting  a  colony  in  Texas,  very  soon 
after  the  conclusion  of  Don  Onis's  Treaty  in  1819.  Various  cir- 
cumstances, however,  delayed  the  execution  of  his  purpose,  until  the 
latter  part  of  1820,  when  he  found  himself  in  a  state  of  readiness 
to  begin  the  work.  He  was  not  deterred  from  his  purpose  by  the 
operations  of  General  Long.  The  idea  which  he  had  conceived  while 
the  Banner  of  the  latter  was  waving  at  Nacogdoches,  he  would 
hardly  abandon  now,  because  the  same  banner  was  still  floating  at 
Bolivar  Point.  True  to  his  original  design,  he  did  not  permit  these 
Revolutionary  movements  to  have  any  effect  upon  his  course.  He  was 
still  resolved  to  seek  the  privilege  so  much  desired;  and  being  in- 
formed that  the  best  mode  of  doing  so  was,  to  lay  his  proposition  before 
the  Royal  Authorities  at  Bexar,  he  commenced  accordingly  his  long 
and  fatiguing  journey  to  that  place,  leaving  his  son  Stephen  behind 
to  proceed  to  Havanna  in  the  event  of  its  being  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  the  goverment  in  Spain.  He  arrived  at  San  Antonio 
on  the  10th  day  of  December  1820.— 

ToDated  Nov.  1,  1829.  A  copy  of  it  Is  In  the  Austin  Papers;  lengthy  ex- 
tracts were  printed  by  Guy  M.  Bryan  in  A  Comprehensive  History  of  Texas,  I, 
448  et  seq. 
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Thus  do  we  behold  two  enterprising  individuals,  seeking  at  the 
same  moment,  to  open  the  door  of  emigration  into  that  land  of  beauty 
and  fertility,  which  had  so  long  been  closed  against  the  American 
people.  The  object  was  a  noble  one;  and  it  was  pursued  by  both  of 
these  indomitable  spirits,  with  an  energy  and  perseverance  which 
have  been  seldom  surpassed.  But  their  mode  of  obtaining  the  same 
end  —  how  widely  different  and  diverse!  The  one  drives  at  his 
object  by  a  bold  revolutionary  seizure  of  the  whole  country;  while 
the  other,  much  more  circumspect  and  politic,  seeks  his  purpose 
in  a  quiet  way,  by  suing  like  the  fair  founder  of  Carthage,  for  so 
much  territory  only  as  may  be  encompassed  by  a  bull's  hide.  The 
one  plants  his  banner  upon  the  soil,  and  defies  the  King  to  strike 
it  down ;  the  other  approaches  the  Royal  Authority  by  peaceful  petition 
and  friendly  negociation.  It  is  known  that  mild  and  conciliatory  meas- 
ures will  often  obtain  what  violence  and  force  cannot  achieve.  It  was 
so  in  the  present  instance.  Policy  prevailed  over  arms.  It  was 
the  enterprise  of  Moses  Austin  which  finally  succeeded  and  brought 
immortal  honor  to  his  name,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  glorious 
Republic. — 

[The  next  fifteen  pages  of  Lamar's  manuscript  contain  a-  sketch 
of  Moses  Austin  which  seemed  too  irrevelant  to  include  in  this 
narrative.] 

Long's  Expedition. 
1820  —  1821. 


Prom  the  very  beginning  of  this  enterprise,  it  had  to  struggle 
against  a  powerful  prejudice.  We  allude  to  the  objection  which  gen- 
erally prevailed  against  its  being  conducted  upon  individual  responsi- 
bility, without  having  any  connection  with  the  movements  of  the  in- 
terior of  Mexico.  Many  who  were  really  friendly  to  the  cause,  still 
withheld  their  support  of  it,  because  they  believed  that  Genl.  Long 
ought  to  have  been  commissioned  by  some  of  the  Revolutionary 
Juntos.  They  regarded  this  as  necessary  to  legalize  his  acts,  and  also 
to  allay  the  prejudices  of  the  Mexican  people  against  the  North- 
americans.  In  their  opinion  his  operations  would  not  be  approved 
and  sanctioned  by  the  Insurgent  party  because  one  of  their  own 
patriots  was  not  at  the  head  of  the  enterprise,  and  this  circumstance, 
in  connection  with  their  national  jealousies,  would  prevent  the  re^ 
imbursement  of  any  advances  which  might  be  made  to  the  cause. 
In  spite  of  the  unreasonableness  of  this  objection,  it  still  operated 
with  great  force,  and  very  materially  affected  the  popularity  and 
progress  of  the  enterprise. 

It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  when  General  Long  first 
took  the  field  gainst  the  despotism  of  Spain,  and  in  favor  of  Mexican 
Liberty  and  Independence,  the  Revolutionary  party  in  the  Interior, 
had  been  effectually  put  down ;  the  Revolution  was  virtually  quelled, 
and  there  was  not  existing  in  the  country  at  that  period  any  organized 
and  acting  body  from  whom  he  could  have  derived  the  desired  author- 
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ity.  We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Revolutionary  spirit  of  the 
nation  was  extinct;  for  we  believe  that  even  in  the  darkest  days  of 
their  struggle,  the  people  never  despaired  of  ultimate  success,  so 
deep  and  universal  was  the  enthusiasm  that  pervaded  the  masses; 
but  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking  (1819)  the  Royalists  had 
everywhere  prevailed  over  the  insurgents,  and  all  active  hostilities 
on  the  part  of  the  latter  had  ceased.  The  country  was,  in  reality,  in 
a  state  of  tranquility  and  repose.  And  it  was  under  this  state  of 
things  and  at  this  particular  crisis,  that  General  Long  unfurled  his 
Banner  in  Texas  for  the  purpose  of  reviving  a  suspended  struggle  — 
of  re-awakening  the  slumbering  energies  of  the  nation,  and  making 
one  more  desperate  effort  in  the  sacred  cause  of  Liberty  and  Inde- 
pendence ;  and  in  doing  this,  he  only  followed  the  example  of  every 
military  Chieftain  in  Mexico  who  possessed  the  ability  and  disposi- 
tion to  serve  the  country;  for  all  felt  themselves  at  full  liberty  to 
toil  in  the  common  cause  upon  their  own  responsibilities  according 
to  their  means  of  being  useful.  Indeed  this  desultory  warfare 
was  the  only  kind  that  was  carried  on  in  the  country  after  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Central  Government  of  Teran;  and  was  sanctioned  and 
encouraged  by  the  pervading  spirit  of  the  nation.  It  is  true  that 
General  Long  was  not  a  Mexican  by  birth;  but  by  this  act,  he  had 
thoroughly  identified  himself  with  the  Revolutionary  cause  of  that 
country,  and  of  consequence  whatever  he  might  do  for  its  advance- 
ment, was  as  legitimate  and  valid  as  the  operations  of  any  other 
Independent  Chieftan — 

This  difficulty,  however,  which  had  weighed  like  an  incubus  upon 
the  enterprise  from  1819,  to  the  present  moment,  is  now  about  to  be 
removed;  and  we  shall  soon  have  another  Richmond  in  the  field.— 
With  a  view  to  silence  this  popular  objection  and  also  with  the  hope 
of  obtaining  some  pecuniary  advantages  to  the  enterprise,  General 
Ripley  had  engaged  the  Services  of  a*  Mexican  General  by  the  name 
of  Don  Jos6  Felix  Trespalacios,  who  had  recently  arrived  in  New  Or- 
leans from  Cuba,  where  he  had  undergone  a  long  imrisonment  for  the 
part  which  he  had  taken  at  an  early  period  in  the  Mexican  Revolu- 
tion. He  was  a  native  of  Chihuahua ;  and  was  released  from  his  con- 
finements at  general  opening  of  the  prison  doors  of  the  county  upon 
the  birth  of  twins  by  the  Queen.  So  at  least  we  have  heard ;  but  we 
have  neither  time  nor  books  to  investigate  the  fact.  The  present  en- 
terprise was,  therefore,  not  unsuted  to  the  disposition  and  circum- 
sances  of  our  new  hero.  It  was  agreed  upon  between  him  and  Genl. 
Ripley  that  Trespalacios  should  be  invested  with  the  chief  command 
on  the  condition  of  his  obtaining  a  recognition  of  the  enterprise  from 
some  of  the  newly  created  junto  [s]  in  the  Interior,  and  a  due  author- 
ity from  them  for  its  prosecution.  This  was  readily  effected  through 
some  of  the  Mercantile  houses  in  New  Orleans ;  and  the  arrangements 
thus  entered  into,  being  communicated  to  General  Long,  he  very 
readily  assented  to  them,  as  the  best  means  of  nationalizing  his  pro- 
ceedings and  rendering  them  accetable  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  to  the  Mexican  nation. — He  was  also  encouraged  to 
believe  that  the  finances  of  the  enterprise  might  be  a  little  improved. 
Trespalacios  himself  was  very  sanguine  of  being  able  to  retain  re- 
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sources  from  the  Interior;  and  accordingly  addressed  various  letters 
to  the  Insurgent  Chiefs,  invoking  their  pecuniary  assistance.  He 
had  many  personal  friends — had  suffered  greatly  in  the  cause — and 
he  relied  with  much  confidence  upon  the  new-bom  enthusiasm  in  fa- 
vor of  Independence.  The  spirit  of  war  had  become  prevalent  in  the 
country — there  was  a  general  disposition  and  preparation  for  a  new 
Strugtrle ;  and  the  hope  of  obtaining  the  desired  aid  from  that  quarter 
might  not  have  been  altogether  without  foundation. 

Afer  purchasing  some  supplies  [and]  making  arrangements  for  a 
small  naval  force,  our  new  adventurer  set  sail  for  Bolivar  Point. 
The  affairs  of  the  little  Republic  at  that  particular  juncture  were  not 
in  the  most  flattering  condition.  A  change  had  come  oer  the  spirit 
[of]  their  dreams.  The  reader  will  remember  that  in  the  preceeding 
Chapter,  when  we  took  leave,  of  this  small  and  isolated  community, 
we  left  them  in  rather  a  pleasant  and  flourishing  state.  There  were 
no  discontents.  There  were  no  repinings  for  the  past ;  nor  misgivings 
about  the  future.  All  were  full  of  high  hopes  and  lofty  aspirations. 
The  gallant  leader  may  have  experienced,  in  some  degree,  **the  lan- 
guor of  inglorious  days;*'  nevertheless,  he  was  cheerful,  zealous  & 
active,  and  was  greatly  encouraged  by  his  friends  abroad,  while  his 
ever  amiable  and  gifted  companion,  by  her  pure  and  gentle  manners 
and  unceasing  kindness,  quietly  imparted  to  everything  around  her, 
the  spirit  of  her  own  loveliness,  until  the  Point  had  become  almost 
like  a  fairy  land. 

But  this  happy  condition  of  things  was  not  of  long  continuence. — 
It  was  quite  too  beautiful  to  last.  Like  a  landscape  gilded  by  the 
declining  sun,  it  was  brilliant  for  a  little  while ;  but  destined  soon  to 
fade.  The  radiance  of  Bolivar  Point  was  indeed  deceitful;  it  was 
scarcely  realized  before  it  was  gone.  The  supplies  which  were  ex- 
pected from  New-Orleans,  were  slow  in  coming;  the  officers  were  re- 
ceiving no  pay,  and  the  soldiers  became  restive  under  their  inactiv- 
ity and  confinement.  A  general  lassitude  prevailed;  and  all  be^an 
to  feel  the  want  of  employment  and  more  spirit-stirring  times.  This 
was  the  natural  consequence  of  their  isolated  position,  and  their 
deprivation  of  the  common  amusements  &  excitements  of  life.  The 
General,  himself,  we  doubt  not  was  also  effected  by  the  wearisome 
monotony,  and  sighed  for  the  glorious  activity  of  war.  In  proportion 
to  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  the  general  discontent  increased.  At 
length  the  garrison  became  loud  and  clamorous  for  action.  They 
wished  to  move  to  the  West.  They  would  say  amongst  themselves — 
**our  enemy  is  before  us — to  him  lies  our  path — why  languish  here, 
while  La  Bahia  and  San  Antonio  abound  in  all  we  needt — ^let  us  on- 
ward to  the  foe.'' — Everything  was  favorable  for  such  a  movement. 
The  Spaniards  were  weak,  unprepared  and  greatly  terrified,  while 
the  Creoles  were  full  of  zeal  and  confidence,  and  more  united  than 
they  had  ever  been.  In  the  United  States  also,  there  was  springing 
up  a  beligerent  disposition  in  favor  of  that  country ;  so  that  there  vras 
scarcely  a  doubt  that  any  number  of  soldiers  together  with  compe- 
tent means  would  have  been  forthcoming  for  the  capture  of  Bexar, 
if  an  invasion  of  that  town  had  been  proclaimed  under  the  new 
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auspices  of  Threspalacios.  Genl.  Long  was  so  thoroughly  convinced 
of  this  and  strongly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  policy, 
that  he  addressed  a  letter  to  his  friend  Ripley  upon  the  subject, 
making  known  at  the  same  time  his  apprehensions  that  if  Trespala- 
cios  did  not  bring  adequate  supplies  with  him,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  restrain  the  garrison  &  that  he  would  be  compelled  either  to  make 
a  forward  movement,  or  to  allow  the  soldiers  to  disperse  and  return 
to  the  United  States.  The  letter  which  he  received  in  reply  is  so 
perfectly  illustrative  of  the  views  of  those  who  were  patronizing  and 
sustaining  the  enterprise,  that  we  feel  bound,  notwithstanding  its 
great  length  to  present  it  to  the  reader. 

Bay  of  St.  Louis  Octr.  31st.  1820. 
Dear  General, 

I  duly  received  your  favor  by  the  Three  Sisters,  and  immediately 
sent  Capt.  Grant  to  town  to  assist  you  all  he  could. — 

1  regret  to  see  by  that  letter,  that  you  are  anxious  to  make  a  move- 
ment on  Labardie  and  St.  Antonio.  You  must  rest  assured,  according  to 
my  views,  that  it  would  be  pregnant  with  misfortune  to  you.  Your 
resources  will  and  must  improve  from  the  naval  force  which  will 
soon  be  with  you ;  but  above  all,  if  you  lie  still  and  are  not  attacked, 
now  that  you  have  authority  of  the  Government  of  Mexico  to  sustain 
you,  you  will  find  an  accession  of  characer,  emigrants  and  resources 
every  day. — 

You  will  understand  too,  from  General  Trespalacios  the  real 
strength  of  Arredondo,  whose  policy  is  to  make  no  movemests  till 
you  advance — throw  himself  into  your  rear  and  cut  off  your  retreat, 
as  his  men  will  be  mounted,  to  Galveston. 

How  will  you  get  men  this  Winter?  You  can  (not)  enlist  soldiers 
in  the  limits  of  the  U.  S.  The  thing  will  not  answer ;  it  being  con- 
trary to  our  laws,  destroys  all  the  reputation  and  character  of  your 
enterprise,  and  excites  the  prejudices  of  thinking  men  against  you. 
But  you  can  hire  at  New  Orleans  as  many  labourers  as  you  want. 
Get  your  men  to  work  and  get  in  an  immense  crop  of  cotton  and  ad- 
vertise in  the  New  Orleans  papers  for  labourers  to  go  down  and  pick 
it.  Let  every  man  set  to  and  exert  himself,  and  this  alone  by  the  1st 
of  Oct.  will  give  you  ample  resources,  credit  and  confidence. 

I  wish  you  to  call  your  officers  together  and  state  to  them  frankly 
the  necessity  of  this  course.  If  afterwards  they  are  disposed  to  **look 
back*'  let  them  go  as  quick  as  they  please;  there  are  enough  others 
to  supply  their  places  which  will  join  you. 

'The  truth  is  thousands  of  persons  are  now  waiting  to  emigrate  to 
you,  provided  you  can  afford  them  tranquility.  This  can  only  be 
done  by  remaining  in  your  present  position.  The  moment  you  take 
up  a  line  of  march,  these  people  will  hesitate  till  your  campaign  is 
finished,  and  in  this  way  you  prevent  them  from  joining  you  until 
another  season. 

Your  affair  with  the  Indians  was  a  good  one,  but  is  would  have 
been  infinitely  better  for  you  not  to  have  published  it.  With  the 
present  prejudices  against  you,  you  had  better  lie  still  and  let  noth- 
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ing  appear  in  your  name.    Let  everything  speak  in  the  name  of  the- 
Government  of  Mexico. — 

Pursue  the  system  I  have  pointed  out,  and  I  am  certain  that  in 
Six  months  you  will  have  credit,  resources,  force  and  every  thing- 
you  can  wish. 

The  moment  General  Trespalacios  arrives  you  and  your  troops 
should  take  oath  of  alligiance  to  the  Govt,  of  Mexico,  and  the  Junta 
will  appoint  you  a  Lieut.  Genl.  in  their  army  and  Captain  General  of 
Texas;  this  gives  you,  in  my  opinion,  a  perfect  legal  support  to 
your  authority. 

Genl.  Trespalacios  will  issue  Treasury  notes  sufficient  to  pay  all  the 
troops  and  officers;  they  will  answer  for  a  medium  amongst  your- 
selves. 

I  hope  for  God's  sake  you  will  make  no  movement.  If  you  do,  you 
will  lose  thousands  of  emigrants  that  will  otherwise  go  to  you  this^ 
winter. 

But  you  can  send  parties  of  1  or  200  men  in  boats  to  go  to  the 
Nueces  river  with  Indians  and  obtain  mules.  A  partizan  warfare  of 
this  kind  will  give  you  resources  and  give  perplexity  to  your  enemies. 
All  this  species  of  warfare,  so  far  as  it  can  be  carried  on  securely, 
you  can  manage. 

The  system  which  Genl.  T.  has  adopted  is  a  good  one,  and  I  think 
when  published,  will  render  the  Mexican  Cause  extremely  popular 
in  the  U.  S.— 

There  is  one  proposition  I  am  authorized  to  make  to  you  by  a  Mer- 
chant at  New  Orleans  who  is  largely  concerned  in  the  Dutch  and 
German  trade.  If  your  officers  and  men  will  select  their  plantations 
to  cultivate,  he  will  supply  them  with  as  many  German  Redemp- 
tioners  as  they  may  want  at  60D.  per  head  on  credit  until  they  can 
make  a  crop.  There  persons  to  be  indented,  the  old  people  for  3  years 
and  the  young  ones  until  they  arrive  at  full  age.  You  see  that  this 
gives  every  man  the  benefit  of  a  plantation  at  once,  and  fills  up  the 
country  with  inhabitants.  He  has  9  ships  engaged  in  the  Trade,  and 
could  bring  out  3000  per  annum.  Get  your  men  [to]  go  to  work 
immediately  to  arrange  farms  and  plantations  on  the  Trinity  ajid 
they  will  have  nothing  to  fear. 

Yours  very  truly 

E\  W.  Ripletj 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  at  Bolivar  Point,  on  the  arrival  of 
Trespalacios.  He  was  received  with  a  warm  and  generous  welcome ; 
heightened,  no  doubt,  by  the  timely  supply  of  provisions  and  clothing^ 
which  he  brought  with  him.  His  presence  had  a  tranquilizing  effect. 
He  was  a  tall,  sedate  and  dignified  man,  gentlemanly  in  his  deport- 
ment, kind  in  his  expressions  and  liberal  in  his  dealings.  He  assumed 
command  without  giving  offense  to  any,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  with  a  promptness,  zeal  and  sound  discretion  which  in- 
spired general  confidence,  and  gave  new  life  and  animation  to  the 
garrison.  All  seemed  to  be,  once  more,  contented  and  happy.  There- 
was  but  one  draw-back  to  the  general  jubilee;  and  that  was  the  dis- 
position of  the  new  Commander  to  set  them  to  work  instead  of  fight- 
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ing;— for  Trespelacios  had  come  there,  fully  imbued  with  the  general 
policy  sketched  in  the  preceding  letter  of  Gtenl.  Ripley,  and  was  dis- 
posed to  make  it  the  basis  of  his  administration;  a  policy,  however, 
which  was  more  easily  conceived  than  carried  into  execution,  and 
one  which  he  found,  upon  a  trial  of  it,  altogether  unsuited  to  the 
genius  and  habits  of  those  with  whom  he  had  to  deal.  Labor  with 
them  was  infinitely  worse  than  fighting.  It  was  their  contempt  of  the 
vulgar  pursuits  of  industry  which  had  lead  them  to  adopt  the  more 
glorious  profession  of  arms.  Indeed  we  are  a  little  surprised  that  a 
man  of  Genl.  Ripley's  experience  and  practical  knowledge  should 
have  supposed  for  a  moment,  that  it  was  possible  to  induce  a  set  of 
soldiers,  collected  under  such  circumstances,  to  turn  from  their  idle 
habits  to  the  clearing  of  the  wilderness  and  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil. — 

See  Trespalacios's  Proclamation, 

The  paucity  of  our  materials  will  not  allow  us  to  sketch  the  Admin- 
istration of  General  Trespelacios  with  much  particularity;  nor  have 
(we]  any  knowledge  of  **the  System^'  which  General  Ripley  calls 
'*a  good  one''  and  which  when  published  **will  render  the  Mexican 
Cause  extremely  popular  in  the  U.  S;"  but  judging  from  the  few 
documents  before  us  as  well  from  traditionary  accounts,  we  are  con- 
strain to  approve  of  his  conduct  almost  etire  and  to  award  to  him 
the  character  of  a  wise  prudent  and  just  man.  Among  the  first  of 
his  ofBcial  acts,  w^as  the  appointment  of  Bernardo  Guiterez  to  the 
Vice  Presidency  of  the  Supreme  Council  —  an  old  veteran  who  had 
taken  the  field  early,  achieved  much  and  suffered  greatly  in  the 
cauvse  of  his  country.  He  was  the  fiery  hero  of  the  bloody  wars  of 
1812  and  '13  in  Texas;  and  although  rather  severely  rebuked  by  the 
Americans  for  his  frierceness  in  those  terrible  times,  he  was,  never- 
theless an  honest  man,  a  w^arm  patriot  and  successful  General.  We 
were  pleased  to  meet  him  once  more  on  the  theatre  of  active  opera- 
tions, and  being  well  known  and  appreciated  throughout  his  native 
land,  his  appointment  was  well  calculated  to  popularize  the  enter- 
prise in  Mexico,  and  impart  to  it  a  Mexican  more  than  an  American 
character.  The  Campaign  of  General  Long  in  1819  was  recognised 
officially  by  Trespelacios  as  being  legitimate  and  national  and  en- 
titling those  who  were  connected  with  it,  to  the  same  compensation 
as  other  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  public  service. — Upon  this  subject 
we  venture  to  insert  the  following  letter  which  fully  explains  itself. 
—He  says  **  having  understood  that  there  exist  certain  debts  of  the 
Government  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  to  individuals  of  Rapido 
and  Natchitoches,  created  by  General  Don  Bernardo  Guiterez,  James 
Long  and  Walker,  I  am  authorised  by  the  Supreme  Council  to  liq- 
uidate them.  I  therefore  beg  you  to  use  some  exertion  to  collect 
testimony  of  these  debts  and  forward  them  to  the  Province  of  Texas, 
where  a  fund  has  been  raised  to  their  final  payment,  satisfying  at 
the  same  time  the  interest  at  ten  per  cent  until  their  adjustment.^' 
In  accordance  with  the  advice  of  General  Ripley,  Treasury  Notes 
were  issued  to  the  Officers  and  Soldier  in  payment  of  their  dues; 
but  these  notes  on  account  of  the  Merchants  in  New  Orleans,  refusing 

7 — Library. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


98  Texas  State  Library 

to  receive  them  in  payment  of  comodities,  a  consequence  easily  to 
have  been  foreseen ;  because  no  public  issues  of  this  kind  can  obtain 
credit  and  circulation,  unless  there  is  some  fund  or  known  resources 
for  their  redemption.  The  issuing  of  this  paper  had  an  unhappy 
effect  upon  the  popularity  of  Trcspelacios,  and  involved  him  in  sub- 
sequent troubles,  which  we  shall  presently  notice;  but  at  the  time 
they  were  first  issued,  they  were  joyfully  received  by  the  garrison, 
under  the  hope  and  expectation  that  the  character  and  supposed 
influence  of  their  new  commander  would  obtain  for  them  a  circula- 
tion in  New  Orleans.  But  in  this  they  were  disappointed;  and  a 
violent  revulsion  in  their  feelings  ensued.  There  was  no  decep- 
tion, however,  practiced  on  the  part  of  Trcspelacios  neither  in  this; 
nor  indeed  in  any  other  matter;  for  his  conduct  was  always  frank, 
liberal  and  up-right;  and  although  we  have  not  the  means  of  s:oins 
into  the  details  of  his  administration,  we  can  say  with  great  cer- 
tainty, that  it  was  such  as  to  secure  the  approval  of  the  best  friends 
of  the  enterprise  and  the  lasting  friendship  and  esteem  of  General 
Long. — 

The  provisions  at  Bolivar  Point  being  nearly  exhausted,  it  became 
necessary  for  Trespalacios  to  repair  to  New  Orleans  for  fresh  sup- 
plies. Previous  to  his  first  debarkation  from  this  City  he  addressed 
a  communication  to  some  of  his  Revolutionary  compatriots  of  Mexico, 
appealing  to  them  for  pecuniary  aid  for  the  prosecution  of  his  pur- 
poses ;  and  it  was  with  the  expectation  of  receiving  from  that  quarter 
the  assistance  solicited,  that  he  now  sails  for  New  Orleans.  On  his 
arrival,  however,  to  his  great  discomfort  and  confusion  he  finds  that 
his  friends  had  not  responded  to  his  communication;  and  as  his 
chief  reliance  was  upon  them,  for  the  necessary  means  to  supply  the 
wants  at  Bolivar,  as  well  as  to  meet  his  own  daily,  individual  ex- 
penses, he  soon  found  himself  entangled  in  a  labyrinth  of  difficulties 
from  which  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  extricate  himself. — And  now  it 
was,  amidst  his  present  embarrassments,  that  the  Treasury  Notes 
which  he  had  issued  to  the  garrison  were  brought  up  in  judgment 
against  him. — He  writes  to  General  Long  that  his  life  is  conspired 
against,  and  that  he  is  forced  to  shelter  himself  in  the  domicil  of  an 
old  friend ;  but  the  truth  of  the  case  is  this.  Some  fifty  of  the  persons 
attached  to  the  enterprise,  had  accompanied  him  to  New-Orleans,  for 
the  purpose,  probably  of  rioting  upon  their  Treasury  Notes;  and  find- 
ing on  their  arrival  that  Trespalacios  possessed  neither  credit  nor 
resources,  and  that  the  Scrip  which  he  had  issued  to  them,  was 
valueless  and  worthless,  they  took  no  pains  to  conceal  their  dissatis- 
faction nor  hesitated  to  conspire  against  him.  Drennon  was  at  the 
head  of  the  conspiracy.  After  much  consultation  among  themselves 
they  finally  drew  up  a  document  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy 
dated  24th  May  1824.  **We  the  undersigned  Oflficers,  soldiers  and 
citizens  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  make  choice  of  and  do  resolve 
to  support  as  our  Commanding  General,  James  Drennan.  To  this 
we  bind  ourselves  to  each  other  by  the  honor  of  soldiers  and  swear 
to  suppoi-t  it  at  risk  of  our  lives,  liberty  and  fortunes.'' — To  this 
was  appended  fifty  names,  the  most  of  them  of  persons  whose  habits 
precluded  them  from  being  either  useful  or  ornamental  to  any  under- 
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taking.  John  Hewitt  and  John  G.  Pumell  were  deputed  to  com- 
municate  these  proceedings  to  the  deposed  chieftain;  which  they  did 
in  a  letter  of  wonderful  impudence,  telling  Trespelacios  that  they 
were  willing  to  retain  him  and  Genl.  Long  as  members  of  the  Supreme 
CoimcU,  and  that  suitable  provisions  should  also  be  made  for  his 
Mexican  friends;  but  that  the  garrison  and  all  its  stores  as  well  as 
whatever  funds  he  might  have  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the  enter- 
prise, should  be  turned  over  to  Col.  Drennon,  whom  he  would  regard 
for  the  future  as  his  Commanding  Officer*  The  letter  wag  delivered 
ly  Hugh  Crawford,  who  had  but  a  short  time  previously,  been 
cashiered  by  a  Court-Martial,  and  very  soon  after  the  present  occur- 
rence died  drunk  in  the  streets  of  New  Orleans.  Drennon  now  writes 
a  most  social  and  affectionate  letter  to  Major  Milam  at  Bolivar  Point, 
and  Purnell  addresses  another  to  Genl.  Long  saying  to  him  that  he 
will  doubtless  be  greatly  su«rprised  at  their  proceedings,  but  hopes 
he  will  give  to  them  a  cheerful  acquiescence,  and  winds  up  with  the 
following  language  —  **  please  permit  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Long  and 
accept  my  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  your 
family/'  Drennon  however,  did  not  return  to  Texas  to  enjoy  his 
honors;  things  at  Bolivar  Point  remained  **in  stcdu  quo'';  and  we 
Icnow  nothing  further  of  our  pesuedo  commander  than  what  we 
pather  from  a  single  sentence  in  a  letter  from  Almonte  to  General 
Long.  The  writer  says  —  '*It  appears  that  Drennon  began  to  look 
out.  He  says  that  he  is  going  to  Canada;  but  God  knows  whether 
his  Excellency  will  be  able  to  clear  out  without  first  going  to  goal.'* 
—  And  so  ends  the  matter. 

While  Trespelacios  was  thus  harrassed  by  Drennon  and  others  in 
Xew-Orleans,  General  Long  at  Bolivar  Point  was  equally  annoyed 
hv  the  Col.  Santiago  Modella,  whose  mutinous  conduct,  however,  had 
a  more  tragical  termination,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  next  Chapter. — 

Long's  Expedition. 

1821 


Of  Don  Santiago  Modella,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  Chapter, 
we  know  nothing  more  than  that  he  had  suffered  at  Havanna  with 
Trespalacios,  and  in  the  capacity  of  private  Secretary  had  accom- 
panied him  to  Texas,  where  he  was  received  into  the  service  with 
the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  was  also  made  Secretary  of  the  Supreme 
Council.  Nor  can  we  speak  with  much  certainty  about  the  precise 
origin  of  his  difficulty  with  Genl.  Long;  but  from  a  few  hints 
variously  gathered,  we  discover  that  a  woman  was  connected  with 
the  affair;  and  that  supercedes  the  necessity  of  seeking  any  further 
cause.  Mary  Crow  did  not  belong  to  the  upper  ten-thousand ;  although 
she  was  almost  equal  to  ten  thousand  in  many  respects — especially  in 
the  liberal  exercise  of  her  tongue.  No  orator  could  excel  her  in 
fluency,  and  certainly  none  ever  surpassed  her  in  the  provoking 
character  of  her  rhetorick.  Her  freedom  of  speech,  as  well  as  of 
manners,  became  finally,  a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  the  ladies  in 
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the  Fort,  and  of  general  disturbance  to  the  Garrison.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  abate  the  nuisance.  But  Mary  was  not  without  her  friends; 
80  that  when  the  Commander  admonished  her  of  the  necessity  of 
deporting  herself  with  more  moderation  and  propriety,  she  found 
a  ready  vindicator  in  the  aforesaid  Colonel  Santiago,  who  had  for  some 
time  maintained  very  amicable  social  relations  with  the  obstreperous 
fair  one,  and  who  had,  in  fact,  been  always  too  much  disposed  to 
patronize  her  in  her  evil  disposition  towards  others ;  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  gentle  rebuke  to  Mary  was,  we  believe,  the  beginning 
of  Modella's  hostility  to  Genl.  Long  and  the  real  foundation  of  that 
hatred  which  hurried  him  so  blindly  to  his  ruin. 

Modella  appears  to  have  been  a  weak,  vain  and  impulsive  man, 
with  some  ambition,  strong  resentments  and  without  a  particle  of 
principle  or  prudence.  Having  conceived  a  violent  antipathy  to 
General  Long  from  the  cause  above  supposed,  or  some  other  to  us 
unknown,  he  w^as  silly  enough  to  manifest  his  dislike  and  vent  his 
spite  in  acts  of  disobedience,  insubordination  and  personal  incivilities 

—  a  conduct  which  could  not  fail  to  recoil  upon  himself  and  involve 
him  in  trouble.  —  As  a  matter  of  course  he  was  placed  in  arrest ;  and 
among  the  specifications  against  him  we  find  the  following  —  to  wit 

—  falsely  accusing  the  Commander  of  dishonest  acts  —  writing  to 
him  various  insulting  letters  —  threatening  to  have  him  removed 
on  the  return  of  Trespalacios  —  refusing  to  do  duty  when  ordered 

—  withholding  the  rations  of  the  Regiment  —  denouncing  the  enter- 
prise —  declaring  his  wish  that  the  Garrison  might  be  put  to  the 
sword  —  and  of  libelling  the  officers  generally  of  the  command.  This 
we  give  as  a  specimen  merely  of  his  rabid  disposition,  and  of  the 
general  tenor  of  his  deportment.  After  his  arrest  he  became  more 
furious:  indeed,  he  acted  like  a  madman,  insulting  the  Commander, 
disputing  his  authority  and  threatening  his  life;  all  of  which  the 
General  endured  with  unwonted  patience,  on  account  of  his  respect 
for  Trespalacios,  who  was  known  to  cherish  towards  Modella  an  almost 
filial  affection.  Foreseeing  the  probable  consequences  of  such  insub- 
ordination and  insanity,  Antonio  Coelho,  a  worthy  Mexican  and 
member  of  the  Supreme  Council  adopted  every  possible  means  of 
pacification,  and  addressed  a  letter  to  General  Long  requesting  him 
to  suspend  all  action  against  Modella,  until  the  return  of  their 
common  chief  from  New  Orleans,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  he 
would  be  responsible  for  Modella 's  future  good  behavior.  The  Gen- 
eral replied  in  Spanish  to  the  effect,  that  he  acceded  to  the  request 
of  Coelho  under  the  supposition  that  his  friend  the  Colonel  would 
remain  tranquil  in  his  arrest  and  obey  the  orders  of  his  Chief  without 
giving  further  scandal  to  the  Garrison.  This  correspondence  being 
made  known  to  Modella,  he  readily  promised  to  deport  himself  with 
niore  moderation  for  the  fiiture  —  and  broke  his  pledge  almost  as  soon 
as  made.  — 

Mary  Crow  in  the  mean  time,  had  not  been  profited  by  the  friendly 
admonition  of  the  Commander;  but  on  the  contrary,  she  appeared  to 
have  been  emboldened  by  them.  This  was  also  the  case  with  her 
friend  Modella.  Both  grew  worse  under  the  General's  forbearance; 
and  Mary's  conduct  became  finally  so  outrageous  as  to  render  her 
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expulsion  indispensible.  Accordingly  an  order  was  given  to  captain 
John  Austin,  to  remove  her  house  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Fort  —  an 
order  which  threw  Modello  into  a  perfect  paroxism  of  rage  and 
desperation.  Arming  himself  with  a  sabre  and  a  musket,  he  vocif- 
erated death  and  destruction  to  General  Long  and  to  all  who  might 
attempt  the  execution  of  the  order.  His  friend  Coelho  endeavored 
to  appease  his  wrath;  but  failing  in  the  kind  attempt,  he  left  him 
to  abide  whatever  might  betide.  The  house,  however,  was  quietly 
removed,  and  Modella  retired  to  his  quarters,  greatly  mortified,  yet 
vowing  vengeance  to  the  last.  — 

The  next  scene  in  the  drama  is  the  purile  attempt  of  this  in- 
fatuated man  to  extricate  himself  from  his  difficulties  by  means  of 
falsehood  and  forgery.  He  requested  his  friend  Coehlo  to  inform 
General  Long  that  he  Modello  had  received  instructions  from  the 
Commander  in  chief,  directing  him  not  to  obey  the  orders  of  Long 
nor  those  of  any  other  officer  except  Trespelacios  himself.  But  when 
his  friend  reminded  him  that  he  had  never  seen  such  instructions, 
Modella  immediately  produced  various  orders  in  relation  to  himself 
bearing  the  name  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  among  the  num- 
ber, one  placing  him  in  command  of  the  Garrison.  This,  being  the 
briefest  of  the  forgeries,  is  inserted  as  a  specimen.  **Head  Quarters 
—  Fort  Bolivar  —  Genl.  Order  —  Col.  Santiago  Modello  is  ap- 
pointed Commander  of  this  Fort,  and  will  take  charge  of  all  the  arms, 
amunition,  provisions  and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  Fort.  (Signed) 
Jose  Felix  Trespalacios,  General  in  Chief.''  —  The  spuriousness  of 
these  papers  were  apparent  at  the  first  glance;  and  the  attempt  to 
pass  them  off  as  genuine,  evinced  as  much  the  want  of  common  sense 
as  conunon  honesty.  Coelho,  however,  did  not  expose  the  crime  and 
folly  of  his  friend;  but  retiring  to  his  quarters  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  unhappy  criminal  urging  upon  him  the  necessity  of  a  reforma- 
tion of  conduct ;  to  which  Modellas  replied,  as  usual,  by  protesta- 
tions of  amendment,  which  he  never  redeemed. 

Modella  requested  permission  **to  quit  the  Garrison  and  go  to 
Mary's  house,  as  he  was  sick  and  needed  more  attention  than  he  could 
receive  in  his  quarters" — The  Commander  replied,  that  the  request 
** could  by  no  means  be  granted;  but  if  required  he  would  send  one 
of  his  own  servants  to  wait  on  the  Colonel" — a  favor  neither  accepted 
nor  needed,  since  the  sickness  complained  of,  was  more  feigned  than 
real.  We  quote  from  his  friend  Coelho,  who  further  states  that  **on 
a  certain  day  (date  not  recollected)  Col.  Modella  in  his  wild  and 
imprudent  manner  told  me  he  was  eat  up  with  the  enniiiy  at  being  so 
long  confined  to  his  quarters  under  arrest  and  was  resolved  to  sub- 
mit to  it  no  longer,  but  would  arm  himself  and  go  through  the  gar- 
rison to  Mary's  at  all  hazards;  and  I  disuaded  him,  and  thought  no 
more  of  it." —  In  defiance,  however,  of  his  Commander's  orders  and 
the  remonstrance  of  his  friend,  he  followed  the  bent  of  his  own  in- 
clinations.   He  went  to  Mary's  house;  and  it  cost  him  his  life. — 

In  a  few  days  after  the  death  of  of  [sic]  Modella,  the  officers  of  the 
Gwrispn  assembled,  at  the  request  of  General  Long,  for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  the  unfortunate  affair.     Major  Milam  and  Capts. 
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Malcolm*  and  Egan  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  hear  the  testi- 
mony  and  report  thereon;  and  in  justice  to  the  memory  of  all  con- 
cerned, we  will  make  one  or  two  extracts  from  the  Report  itself  and 
leave  the  matter  to  the  judgement  of  the  reader  Very  probable  the 
extracts  may  appear  to  many,  too  copious  and  prolix ;  yet  we  are 
certftin  that  he  original  statement  of  the  witnesses  themselves  must  be 
far  more  illustrative  of  the  subject  and  satisfactory  to  the  curious  mind 
than  any  epitome  that  we  can  give ;  and  with  this  apology  we  procede 
to  quote.  Captain  John  Austin  being  called  upon  by  the  committee 
for  his  evidence  in  the  affair  among  other  things  made  the  follow- 
ing statement  **0n  or  about  the  4th  Inst.  Modella  left  his  quarters 
without  permission  when  arrested  on  charges,  and  went  to  Mary's 
house — witness  then  received  orders  to  take  a  file  of  men  and  bring 
the  Colonel  back. — On  Modella 's  return  towards  his  quarters,  he  met 
General  Long,  and  flourishing  two  knives,  remarked  to  Genl.  Long" 
**you  are  not  a  Mexican  Officer  and  I  will  no  longer  remain  under 
arrest.*'  He  stepped  towards  Genl.  Long,  observing  that  he  would 
kill  him  and  then  die  himself.  Genl.  Long  drew  his  sword,  and  Mo- 
dello,  still  moving  towards  him,  observed  **as  you  understand  fenc- 
ing, I  will  fence  with  you".  Genl.  Long  then  commanded  the  guard 
to  fire — they  obeyed,  and  Modella  fell;  was  removed  to  his  quarters, 
received  every  possible  attention  and  died  of  his  wounds  on  the 
11th  Inst." 

Major  Benjamin  R.  Milam  being  examined  testified  as  follows. — 
'*Col.  Modella  was  arrested  on  the  16th  March  last  for  disobedience 
of  orders  and  mutinous  conduct.  He  had  the  liberty  of  the  Fort  for 
three  hundred^^  until  8  o'clock  p.  m.  With  this  indulgence  he  wa^ 
favored  until  thursday  the  29th.  March,  when,  on  account  of  a  dispute 
between  Mary  and  the  children  of  Capt.  Taylor,  the  Colonel  gave 
Mrs.  T.  very  abusive  language,  unbecoming  an  officer  and  gentleman, 
when  on  the  30th  of  March  the  house  in  which  he  and  Mary  lived 
was  ordered  to  be  removed  out  of  the  Garrison,  The  house  was: 
Mary's,  and  when  the  order  was  about  to  executed,  Modella  swore 
that  Mary  and  the  house  should  remain  where  they  were,  and  that 
he  would  kill  Genl.  Long  and  a  dozen  of  his  officers  if  they  attempted 
to  enforce  the  order ;  and  armed  himself  for  the  purpose  of  resistance. 
On  the  5th  May  Inst,  he  broke  his  arrest  by  going  out  of  the  Fort  to 
the  house  of  Mary,  Witness  went  to  Mary's  and  ordered  Modella 
to  return  to  his  quarters,  who  swore  that  he  would  obey  no  order  from 
Genl.  Long,  that  he  was  no  more  a  Mexican  Officer  and  that  he  would 
kill  him  the  first  opportunity  he  should  have.  A  guard  was  then  de- 
tailed to  bring  the  Col.  back.  He  resisted  until  he  saw  his  life  in 
danger,  when  he  consented  to  return,  but  said  he  would  immediately 
go  back.  On  his  way  to  bis  quarters,  he  met  Genl,  Long  and  (with* 
out  being  interrupted  by  the  General)  stopped  and  told  the  General 
that  he  was  no  more  a  Mexican  General,  and  be  would  not  be  com- 
manded by  him,  at  the  same  time  advancing  upon  the  Genl,  with  a 

*Maleolm  was  Capt  in  the  U  8  Army,  then  at  Bolivar  on  parole.     [Note 
ta  document]. 
TiLamar  evidently  omitted  several  words  here. 
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knife  in  one  hand  and  a  dirk  in  the  other,  with  the  apparant  inten- 
tion of  assassinating  the  Genl.  Capt.  Fisk  stepped  before  General  Long, 
and  drew  his  sword,  at  which  instant  the  order  was  given  to  fire— 
the  order  was  executed  and  Modella  fell. —  He  was  conveyed  to  his 
quarters,  and  received  every  attention  that  the  confined  means  of  the 
Garrison  afforded,  until  the  hour  of  his  death.—  Witness  avers  that 
he  is  conversant  with  the  substance  of  all  the  orders  which  passed 
from  Genl.  Long  to  Col.  Modella,  and  that  they  were  universally  dis- 
obeyed; that  the  Col.  always  has  used  abusive  and  unofficerlike  lan- 
guage towards  Genl.  Long  on  receiving  such  orders  and  calling  the 
Genl.  names  derogatory  to  his  character  and  standing.'' 

Many  other  offenses  of  the  grossest  nature  were  fully  established 
against  the  unfortunate  victim;  while  on  the  other  hand,  the  mod- 
eration, forbearance,  and  indulgence  of  Genl.  Long  towards  him  was 
confirmed  by  the  highest  testimony;  all  of  which,  however,  we  omit 
for  the  sake  of  brevity;  believing  that  the  evidence  of  Capt.  John 
Austin  and  Major  Milam  is  quite  sufiicient  for  a  fair  comprehenson 
of  the  case.  Preference  has  been  given  to  the  statements  of  these  two 
individuals  because  their  characters  are  well  known  to  the  people 
of  Texas  and  their  names  have  an  intimate  connection  with  the  hisr- 
tory  of  the  country.  When  they  were  severally  interrogated  by  the 
Committee — ^**did  you  think  the  life  of  Genl.  Long  in  jeopardy  at 
the  time  he  gave  the  word  to  the  guard  to  firef — they  answered  sep- 
arately— **I  did.'' —  A  full  report  of  the  case  was  duly  laid  before 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  who,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
facts,  could  not  do  otherwise  than  approve  the  conduct  of  General 
Long,  and  was  fully  satisfied,  that  however  much  he  might  lament 
the  occurrence,  the  unhappy  sufferer  had  brought  destruction  upon 
himself. 

Let  us  now  return  to  Trespelacios.  As  soon  as  General  Long  wa« 
apprised  of  his  difficulties  with  Drennon  and  others,  he  departed 
forthwith  for  New  Orleans,  leaving  the  Garrison  in  the  Command  of 
Major  Milam.  In  his  order  dated  the  24th.  June,  he  uses  the  follow- 
ing language —  *  *  the  embarrassments  of  His  Excellency  General  Tres- 
palacios  and  the  strange  conduct  of  the  officers  who  accompanied  him 
to  New  Orleans,  has  made  it  important  for  me  to  proceed  to  the 
United  States.'* —  He  left  accordingly;  taking  with  him  only  two  sol- 
diers. Having  heard  a  short  time  previously  that  a  small  sloop  had 
passed  np  the  Sabine  river,  he  went  in  pursuit  of  it,  and,  leaving  his 
boat  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  travelled  on  foot  about  Seventy  miles 
when  he  found  the  vessel  anchored  at  a  Mr.  Selkirks.  Here  he  pur- 
ehased  some  provisions,  and  chartering  the  Sloop,  placed  it  in  charge 
of  Selkirk  with  instructions  to  proceed  with  the  supplies  as  speedily 
M  possible  to  Bolivar  Point.  Returning  then  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Sabine,  be  set  sail  in  his  little  boat  and  coasted  to  New  Orleans.  He 
found  his  friend  and  Coada jator  at  the  mansion  of  Mulcado — a  wealthy 
tterchant  of  the  city — taking  refuge  against  the  persecutions  of  his 
enemies.  Over-powered  with  gratitude  and  joy,  Trespalacios  rushed 
to  the  arms  of  thi^  General  and  embracing  him  affeetionately,  wept 
like  a  ehild  -^A  £ew  mcoaenta  only  were  spent  in  explanation.    With 
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his  characteristic  eneriry  and  efficiency,  Long,  in  the  course  of  that 
evening  and  the  succeeding  day,  relieved  his  friend;  purchased  sup- 
plies ;  redeemed  the  schooner  which  had  been  seized  by  the  creditors 
of  Trespalacios  and  set  sail  on  the  next  morning  for  Bolivar  Point; 
where  he  arrived  a  few  hours  before  the  dilatory  Selik. 

The  voyage  was  both  speedy  and  stormy.  Amidst  a  terrible  tem- 
pest, threatening  wreck  and  destruction,  some  of  the  new  recruits, 
alarmed  at  the  prospects  of  a  watery  grave,  suspended  their  labor 
and  commenced  praying.  One  of  them  proposed  to  throw  the  flour 
overboard;  and  was  about  to  suit  the  action  to  the  word,  when 
the  self-possessed  Commander,  seized  him  by  the  collar,  and  in 
a  voice  above  the  winds  and  waves,  thundered  to  the  affrighted 
men  that  he  would  pitch  them  every  one  headlong  into  the  gulf 
if  they  did  not  immediately  resume  their  duty.  They  fell  to 
work;   and  by   incessant  effort,   saved   the   boat. — 

When  within  twenty  miles  of  Bolivar,  early  an  the  morning 
General  Long  forsook  the  boat  and  proceeded  on  foot  along  the 
beach.  He  met  fourteen  of  his  men,  who  had  abandoned  the  en- 
terprise and  were  wending  their  way  to  the  United  States.  They  had 
left,  however,  by  permission,  in  accordance  with  directions  given  to 
Major  Milam  that,  if  any  of  the  soldiers,  in  the  absence  of  the  Gen- 
eral should  desire  to  leave  the  service  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity 
of  provisions,  they  might  be  permitted  to  do  so.  The  present  party 
had  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege;  and  not  without  some  shew 
of  reason,  as  there  was  at  that  time  only  fifteen  days  provisions  in 
the  Fort.  Nevertheless,  the  General  jeered  them  a  little  for  their 
want  of  firmness  and  perseverance  in  deserting  a  cause  which  they 
had  voluntarily  espoused  for  weal  or  woe,  and  then  told  them  that 
they  w^ere  at  liberty  to  prosecute  their  journey  or  to  return  to  the 
Fort  if  they  preferred  to  do  so.  They  all  chose  the  latter,  and  before 
the  setting  of  the  sun  rejoined  the  Garrison  with  increased  attach- 
ment for  their  commander  and  augmented  devotion  to  the  service. 
Trespalacios  arrived  soon  after,  with  additional  supplies,  reviving 
hope  and  diffusing  general  satsf acton. 

About  this  period  —  the  Summer  of  1821  —  Fort  Bolivar  was 
visited  by  several  officers  of  the  American  Navy.  "Whether  their 
objects  were  official  or  merely  social  is  not  known  to  us.  Long 
had  received  similar  visits  at  various  times;  and  the  urbanity  of  his 
manners,  as  well  as  his  noble  bearing  as  an  Officer  and  man  of 
chivalry,  never  failed  to  secure  the  friendship  and  admiration  of 
all  w^hom  curiosity  or  business  had  brought  to  the  Point.  The 
military  subordination  of  the  Garrison;  the  cleanly  appearance  of 
the  soldiers'  quarters;  the  rural  elegance  of  Mrs-  Long's  little 
cottage,  herself  throwing  over  all  the  radiance  of  cheerfulness  and 
joy;  the  glowing  descriptions  of  the  country  by  those  who  had  pene- 
trated into  the  interior;  and  above  all  the  glorious  hope  of  planting 
in  this  almost  unknown  and  beautiful  region  the  broad  Banner  of 
Freedom,  Independence  and  Commerce,  were  well  calculated  to  warm 
and  animate  the  breast  of  any  one  who  had  the  least  spark  of 
generous  enthusiasm  in  his  nature,  and  to  call  forth  the  heart's  best 
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wishes  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise    and    the    welfare  of  its 
gallant  leader. 

It  was  during  a  visit  of  this  kind,  that  Captain  Carroll,  on  his 
return  from  a  profitable  cruize,  became  alarmed  at  seeing  the 
American  Flag  displayed  on  the  Island  and,  fearing  that  General 
Long  might  have  been  dislodged  at  Bolivar  Point,  set  sail  for 
Vermillion  Bay,  where  his  vessel  wasSvrecked  and  a  valuable  cargo 
lost. —  We  will  tell  the  story  as  it  was  told  to  us. — 

This  rover  of  the  high  seas,  sailing  under  the  Columbian  Au- 
thority, as  a  privateer,  but  acting  more  like  a  Buchaneer,  had  made 
a  successful  cruize  in  the  Gulf  and  was  steering  for  Galveston 
Island,  when  an  unexpected  and  frightful  mutiny  occurred.  The 
crew  was  composed  mainly  of  the  worst  characters  of  var- 
ious nations;  and  the  object  of  the  mutineers  was  to  possess 
themselves  of  the  vessel  by  murdering  the  Captain  and  the  few 
American  sailor  on  board.  They  commenced  their  bloody  work  by 
stabbing  two  of  the  Americans  and  snapping  a  carbine  at  the  Cap- 
tain. Duval  was  below.  He  was  second  in  command.  Hearing  the 
cry  of  murder,  he  seized  his  sabre,  and  starting  for  the  deck,  met 
the  Captain  descending  the  hatches,  swearing  that  he  would  blow 
up  the  vessel.  **Not  so'' — said  the  cool  and  collected  Lieutenant — 
*'you  are  a  T)rave  man — so  am  I — let  us  fight  the  villians" —  The 
captain  agreed,  and  they  both  rushed  upon  deck.  The  first  man  they 
met  was  the  ring-leader  of  the  mutiny,  his  dagger  still  dripping  with 
blood  of  Ellis  and  Cox.  A  single  blow  from  the  strong  arm  of 
Carroll  severed  the  villian's  head  from  his  body.  Duval,  in  the 
mean  time  ran  to  the  bow  of  the  vessel  where  three  of  the  mutineers 
were  fastening  a  chord  around  the  neck  of  Lieut.  Clark;  he  em- 
boweled two  of  them  with  his  sabre,  and  forced  the  third  to  leap 
over  board.  The  operation  however,  saved  the  villian's  life;  for  he 
was  taken  up  after  the  fight  was  over.  These  vigerous  movements 
were  but  the  work  of  a  moment.  And  they  ended  the  affair.  The 
mutineers  were  unable  to  fight.  Paralized  by  guilt,  as  well  as  apaled 
by  these  terrible  blows,  they  threw  down  their  arms  and  cried  for 
quarter.  Order  being  restored,  the  vessel  continued  her  course, 
and  arrived  the  next  morning  at  the  Bar  of  Galveston  Bay. — 

On  approaching  the  Island,  however,  Captain  Carroll,  as  we  have 
already  stated,  saw  a  vessel  anchored  in  the  bay  of  a  doubtful  flag ; 
and  not  knowing  what  changes  might  have  taken  place  in  the  affairs 
of  Port  Bolivar  during  his  absence,  he  deemed  it  prudent  not  to  enter 
the  harbour  until  he  should  first  ascertain  whether  it  was  occupied 
by  friend  or  foe.  For  this  purpose  he  despatched  Lieutenant  Duval 
on  a  reconnoitering  expedition.  General  Long  at  the  same  time, 
regarding  the  vessel  with  some  suspicion,  ordered  Majr.  Milam  and 
Earl  Williams  upon  a  similar  enterprise.  It  so  happened  that  these 
two  parties  in  their  reconnoiterings,  recognised  each  other  to  their 
mutual  satisfaction;  and  after  explaining  the  bloody  affair  of  the 
Mutiny  set  sail  for  the  American  Vessel.  Here  the  particulars  of  the 
mutiny  were  fully  developed,  and  the  merits  of  the  case  discussed 
and  re-discussed  over  bottles  of  wine,  until  the  intellects  of  the  party 
became  as  rebellious  as  the  mutineers  themselves.  It  was  finally 
proposed  by  the  United  States  Officers  that  they  should  adjourn  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


106  Texas  State  Library 

Captain  Carrolls  vessel,  and  if  necessary,  adopt  some  measures 
against  the  mutineers.  The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  by  all 
present,  except  Lieutenant  -  Duval,  who  rather  preferred  that  the 
atfairs  of  his  vessel  might  not  be  too  closely  scrutinized.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  American  vessel  hoisted  all  sail  and  made  for  the  Bar 
where  the  Privateer  was  anchored.  Captain  Carroll  became  alarmed 
at  her  approach.  He  had  his  Awn  reasons  for  wishing  to  avoid  her ; 
and  accordingly,  he  cut  cable  and  put  out  to  sea.  The  United  States 
officers  greatly  astonished  at  this  movement,  very  naturally  con- 
cluded that  the  mutineers  had  got  possession  of  the  vessel  and  were 
making  their  escape;  and  under  this  impression  they  crowded  all 
sail  and  went  in  swift  pursuit. —  The  chase  lasted  several  hours, 
until  the  fugitive  vessel  escaped  under  the  fogs  of  night.  The  Ameri- 
can Officers  returned  to  the  Island ;  but  Captain  Carroll,  still  think- 
ing that  he  was  pursued,  continued  his  onward  course  and  ran  into 
the  Vermillion  Bay  where  he  lost  his  vessel  and  a  fine  cargo. —  The 
officers  and  crew  abandoned  the  wreck  immediately.  The  cargo, 
however,  was  afterwards  rescued,  and  carried  to  New-Orleans,  by 
a  Kentuckian  named  Pitts  who  delivered  the  goods  to  the  Cus- 
tom-House  officers,  without  claiming  the  salvage  to  which  he  was 
entitled. —  Pitts  was  one  of  the  followers  of  Long;  and  many  years 
after  this  event,  in  publishing  a  sketch  of  his  adventures,  it  occurred 
to  him,  to  assert  his  claims  to  salvage,  which  he  had  neglected  to  do 
at  the  proper  time.  The  necessary  petition  was  drawn  up  by  Mr 
Underwood  and  presented  to  Congress.  The  claim,  however,  was 
rejected  by  that  body,  probably  on  account  of  the  length  of  time 
which  had  elapsed  and  the  difficulty  of  establishing  facts. — 

In  General  Ripleys  letter  dated  31st  of  October  1820,  we  find  the 
following  remark  **Your  resources  will  and  must  improve  from  the 
naval  force  which  will  soon  be  with  you."  Concerning  this  naval 
force  we  have  no  information.  We  have  heard  very  often  something 
indefinite  about  the  followers  of  Lafitte,  after  the  departure  of  their 
leader,  cruizing  under  the  commission  of  General  Long,  and  the 
stories  told  of  their  daring  exploits  and  ferocious  achievements  on 
the  Gulf  mierht  form  the  subject  of  a  sprightly  romance ;  but  of  these 
things  we  have  no  certain  knowledge;  nor  do  we  find  among  our 
papers  the  slightest  allusion  to  this  branch  of  our  subject.  We  must, 
therefore,  pass  it  by:  and  for  the  purpose  merely  of  terminating  the 
Chapter  with  one  of  the  prominent  characters  who  figured  in  the 
beginning  of  it,  we  will  barely  remark  that  Captain  Carroll  soon  after 
this  misfortune  returned  to  Bolivar  Point  and  being  coldly  received 
by  Genl.  LoniEr,  he  and  Mary  Crow  departed  together  up  the  Sabine 
river  where  they  made  a  settlement  and  reared  a  family. 

Long's  Expn. 
1821 


Thus  have  we  followed  our  hero  from  the  beginning  of  his  enterprise 
in  1819  to  the  latter  part  of  the  Summer  of  1821.  We  have  shewn  how 
his  Banner  was  stricken  down  at  Nacogdoches,  and  re-planted  at 
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Bolivar  Point.  We  have  also  set  forth  the  appointment  of  Trespala- 
ciog;  the  Conspiracy  of  Drennon;  the  death  of  Modella  and  the 
departure  of  Mary  Crow.  In  addition  to  these  things  we  have 
Mattered  along  our  narrative  such  micellaneous  items  as  we  have 
been  able  to  glean  from  our  limited  resources  —  in  this  manner 
bringing  down  our  history  to  the  period  of  about  the  middle  of 
Auguet.  And  here  we  will  suspend  our  story  for  a  brief  space  in 
order  to  answer  a  few  questions  which  we  presume  will  naturally 
arise  in  the  mind  of  most  of  our  readers  —  What  was  Mexico  doing 
all  this  time?  Was  she  in  a  state  of  tranquility  —  or  of  agitation! 
And  "what  was  the  course  of  the  Royalists  in  reference  to  Texas? 
Did  they  attempt  to  demolish  the  Independent  Government  at  Gal- 
vezton  —  or  were  the  authoitries  of  the  new  Republic  allowed  to 
prosecute  their  purposes  without  molestation!  We  will  endeavor 
to  meet  these  enquiries  by  a  rapid  glance  at  the  most  prominent 
events  of  what  is  called .  the  Second  Revolution  of  Mexico,  which 
occurred  during  the  period  of  our  hero's  operations. — 

The  death  of  Moreles  and  the  dissolution  of  the  Central  Govern- 
ment (22nd  December  1815)  by  Teran  may  be  properly  regarded  as 
the  end  of  the  first  Revolution.  The  attempt  of  Mina  to  revive  it  was 
a  failure.  The  struggle  was,  indeed,  continued  for  a  while ;  but  the 
Chiefs  gradually  disappeared  from  the  field  and  the  nation  sank  into 
repose.  In  1819,  Guerrero  and  Arago  were  nearly  the  only  Generals 
who  still  maintained  their  beligerent  attitude ;  but  their  forces  were 
entirely  too  weak  and  inconsiderable  to  disquiet  the  Royalists  or  to 
effect  any  important  ends.  The  people,  however,  were  far  from 
being  subdued.  They  were  only  fatigued.  Their  love  of  liberty  was 
still  alive ;  and  they  only  waited  a  suitable  occasion  to  break  out  into 
fresh  hostilities.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  country  when  the  triumph 
of  the  Liberal  party  and  the  restoration  of  the  Constitution  in  Spain 
gave  a  new  impulse  to  the  Mexican  nation  and  awakened  a  general 
desire  for  another  struggle.  The  Constitution  was  received  in  MJ^x- 
ico  in  April  1820,  with  orders  from  the  mother  country  to  have  it 
proclaimed  and  sworn  to;  orders  which  the  Viceroy,  Apadoca,  very 
readily  obeyed  although  it  was  extremely  repugnant  to  his  feelings. 
The  spirit  of  libery  was  now  everywhere  manifest.  The  forces  of 
Guerrero  were  immediately  and  materially  augmented,  and  the  whole 
country  was  rapidly  maturing  for  a  simultaneous  and  violent  out- 
break. Besides  this  effect,  the  reception  of  the  Constitution  produced 
another  consequence  decidedly  favorable  to  the  cause  of  freedom 
and  Independence.  It  divided  the  Royalists  into  two  parties:  the 
one  being  in  favor  of  a  Constitutional  Monarchy,  and  the  other  adher- 
ing to  the  absolute  authority  of  the  King  and  anxious  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  ancient  order  of  things.  Apadoca  was  greatly  bewildered 
by  the  conflicting  sentiments.  Although  he  had  promulgated  the 
(Constitution  and  had  sworn  to  support  it,  he  nevertheless  took  sides 
^th  the  King,  and  commenced  in  secret  to  arrange  for  the  over- 
throw of  that  instrument  and  the  re-establishment  of  the  Royal 
despotism. —  He  flattered  himself  that  he  would  have  been  supported 
in  his  designs  by  the  clergy  whose  cooperation  was  of  the  highest 
importance ;  but  this  influencial  class,  had  been  converted  generally 
iJito  friends  of  Independence  by  some  decrees  of  the  Cortcz  respecting 
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Church  property.  The  prospects  of  absolute  despotism  was,  there- 
fore, under  the  circumstances  not  very  encouraging.  The  Royalists 
being  divided  among  themselves  and  the  Creoles  greatly  invigorated 
and  united,  having  also  the  Church  on  their  side,  left  the  dispirited 
Vice-Roy  but  very  limited  chances  of  success.  Still  it  was  important 
that  he  should  not  be  idle.  lie  felt  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  most 
energetic  measures  possible  for  the  vindication  of  the  royal  cause; 
and  as  a  most  suitable  instrument  for  the  execution  of  his  purposes, 
he  fixed  upon  the  celebrated  Iturbede,  who  was  then  in  a  condition 
to  engage  in  almost  any  kind  of  servise. — 

Iturbede  was  a  Creole  of  the  country,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Revolution,  evinced  a  zeal  for  the  cause;  but  not  being  able,  at  once, 
to  obtain  the  rank  and  honors  to  which  he  aspired,  he  withdrew  from 
the  Insurgents,  and  enrolled  himself  under  the  Royal  Banner.  lie 
rose  rapidly  in  the  servise  of  the  King.  His  activity,  energy,  and 
real  abilities,  combined  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  county, 
made  him  a  formidable  Guerilla;  and  the  extraordinary  vigor  and 
success  with  which  he  pushed  the  war  upon  his  own  countrymen, 
rendered  him  a  favorite  with  the  Vice-Roy;  so  that  in  a  shor  ttime 
he  attained  to  an  independent  command;  at  the  head  of  which  he 
became  a  terror  to  the  Insurgents,  and  required  great  notoriety  for 
the  ferocity  of  his  warfare.  He  was  considered  more  cruel  and 
rapacious  than  any  of  the  Spanish  Officers  themselves,  murdering  for 
the  love  of  crime,  plundering  the  people  and  defrauding  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  finally  he  dishonored  the  service  to  such  a  degree  by  his 
atrocities  and  malversations,  that  the  authorities  had  to  despoil  him 
of  his  power.  From  1816  to  1820,  he  was  out  of  all  public  employ- 
ment.—  Such  was  his  situation  when  Apadoca  approached  him  with 
his  plans.  He  was  an  easy  instrument ;  and  readily  embarked  in  the 
secret  projects.  General  Armigo,  at  the  head  of  a  small  division  on 
the  Acapulca  road,  was  displaced  on  account  of  his  attachment  to 
the  Constitution,  and  his  command  was  given  to  Iturbede,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  latter  was  to  proclaim  for  the  King's  cause 
and  to  move  at  once  against  Guerrero.  For  this  purpose  he  left  the 
city  of  Mexico  in  Febry.  1821. — 

It  is  not  our  object  to  investigate  motives,  but  simply  to  give 
events;  and  therefore,  without  pausing  to  enquire  into  the  causes 
of  Iturbede 's  conduct,  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  stating,  that  as 
soon  as  Iturbede  found  himself  at  the  head  of  this  force,  instead  of 
carrying  out  the  plan  of  the  Viceroy,  he  determined  to  betray  and 
defeat  them;  and  indeed  had  accepted  the  command  for  this  special 
purpose;  for  he  had  already  secretly  resolved  to  abandon  the  cause 
to  which  he  had  so  long  devoted  himself,  and  in  defense  of  which  he 
had  shed  rivers  of  Creole  blood,  and  to  unite  with  the  Revolutionary 
party,  which,  as  we  have  already  stated,  was  ripe  for  a  general  rising. 
The  times  and  circumstances  being  all  favorable  for  the  meditated 
change,  he  commenced  the  execution  of  his  plans;  first  by  seizing 
upon  a  million  of  dollars  which  he  had  been  ordered  to  escort  to 
Acapulco,  and  then  uniting  himself  with  the  very  person  whom  he 
had  been  commissioned  to  oppose. — • 

When  the  union  of  Iturbede  with  Guerrero  (which  took  place  the 
day  after  the  seizure  of  the  money)  was  first  proclaimed,  the  whole 
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nation  awoke  to  a  frenzy  of  joy.  Thousands  rushed  to  his  stand- 
ards; and  he  soon  found  himself  surrounded  and  followed  by  a 
mighty  multitude  like  another  Moreles.  The  unnatural  crimes  and 
awful  perfidies  which  had  stained  his  career  for  years  were  for- 
gotten or  forgiven  in  the  glorious  prospects  of  a  certain  and  speedy 
Independence. — ^No  one  doubted  of  success.  Neither  did  any  one 
suspect  the  sincerity  of  the  new  Champion  of  freedom ;  but  all  were 
willinpr  to  confide  their  destines  into  his  hands.  Guerrero  resigned 
to  him  the  Chief  Command ;  and  Iturbede  being  now  recognised  as 
the  leader  of  the  Revolution,  with  the  entire  confidence  of  the  party, 
published  on  the  24th  of  February  1821,  what  is  known  in  history  as 
the  ^^Plan  of  Iguala/'  so  called  on  account  of  the  town  where  the 
event  took  place.  In  this  document  he  sets  forth  the  fundamental 
principals  of  his  new  order  of  things.  The  nation  was  to  be  Inde- 
pendent; the  Government  was  to  be  a  representative  Monarchy,  and 
the  crown  to  be  tendered  to  Ferdinand  or  some  of  the  Royal  family  ; 
the  Catholic  Religion  was  to  be  maintained  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  forms  of  worship ;  the  European  Spaniards  were  to  have  equal 
rights  with  the  Creoles;  and  all  persons  then  in  office,  whether 
Royalists  or  Republicans,  were  to  retain  their  stations  on  condition 
of  their  adhering  to  this  plan.  Such  were  the  leading  features  of 
the  System  proposed  by  this  new  defender  of  his  country's  liberty; 
and  one  better  adapted  to  the  times  &  circumstances  could  hardily 
have  been  devised.  It  was,  indeed,  a  work  of  great  policy  and  wis- 
dom. The  Creoles  though  not  satisfied  with  some  of  its  features; 
were  reconciled  to  it,  because  it  asserted  unequivocally  the  Independ- 
ence of  the  nation.  The  preservation  of  the  Catholic  Religion  was 
acceptable  to  all  classes,  and  especially  to  the  clergy,  whose  influence 
was  unbounded.  The  tender  of  the  crown  to  the  Royal  family;  the 
personal  security  and  equality  of  rights  guaranteed  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  profered  retention  of  all  incumbents  in  office,  were  well  cal- 
culated to  soften  the  asperities  of  party  and  to  bring  the  various 
classes  into  conciliation  and  union.  These  three  great  objects  —  Inde- 
pendence, Religion  and  the  Union  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  Creoles, 
were  called  *'The  Three  Guarantees*' ;  and  the  army  which  was  to 
tiphold  and  sustain  them  were  to  be  called  ^^TKe  Army  of  the  Three 
Guarantees.''  A  copy  of  the  plan,  as  soon  as  published,  was  forwarded 
to  Apadoca ;  and  this  was  the  first  intimation  which  the  Viceroy  re- 
ceivd,  of  the  disaffection  of  his  treacherous  instrument. 

The  war  was  now  fairly  open;  with  Iturbede  for  the  people  and 
the  viceroy  for  the  King.  The  Insurgent  party,  however,  was  sit- 
uated very  differently  in  this  new  struggle  to  what  it  was  in  the 
first.  Hidalgo  was  a  sacerdotal,  sufficiently  gifted  by  nature,  but 
without  any  military  experience  or  knowledge  of  Government.  Neither 
had  he  the  requisite  means  of  war.  He  lead  an  ignorant  and  unpro- 
^ded  army  of  tumultuous  Indians,  without  arms,  without  organiza- 
tion and  without  competent  officers.  His  defeat  was  a  natural  con- 
sequence. But  now  we  find  in  the  field,  a  military  Chieftans  renowned 
in  arms,  at  the  head  of  a  well-disciplined  forces,  abundantly  provided 
and  composed  of  intelligent  people,  equal  in  skill  and  valor  to  the  foe, 
and  doubly  inspired  by  the  justice  of  their  cause.    Success  cannot  fail 
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to  crown  their  efforts. —  Mr.  Ward  in  his  history  of  these  times, 
expresses  the  opinion  that  the  Revolution  might  have  been  arrested  at 
this  particular  juncture,  if  the  Viceroy  had  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  troops  which  were  assembled  in  the  Capitol  and  pursued 
Iturbede  with  becoming  vigor;  but  such  opinion  can  hardly  be  sus- 
tained by  the  real  condition  of  the  country;  for  the  enthusiasm  for 
Independence  had  became  so  general  and  incontroUable  as  to  cause 
a  total  separation  between  the  Creoles  and  the  Spaniards  soldiers  and 
to  leave  the  cause  of  the  Royalists  without  any  other  support  than  their 
own  experditionary  troops.  Creoles  were  no  longer  seen  in  co-operation 
with  the  King's  forces;  and  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  deep  and  all- 
pervading  sentiment  of  the  nation  in  favor  of  liberty  and  Independ- 
ence, was  in  all  probability  the  real  cause  of  Iturbede 's  placing  him- 
self at  the  head  of  the  Revolutionary  party.  He  saw  what  an  easy 
matter  it  would  be  to  sever  the  colonial  bonds  and  to  place  himself 
at  the  head  of  a  new  monarchy;  and  he  was  tempted  to  the  bold 
emprize  by  the  shining  rewards  in  perspective;  for  although  he  was 
emphatically  the  Liberator  of  the  Country,  we  believe  that  public 
opinion  has  never  awarded  to  him  any  very  exalted  degree  of  patriot* 
ism  or  any  sincere  attachment  to  the  principles  of  liberty. — 

We  will  not  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  contest,  because  our 
present  purpose  does  not  require  it.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that 
the  war  on  the  part  of  the  Royalists  was  conducted  in  a  feeble  man- 
ner and  with  ill-results ;  while  on  the  other  hand  it  was  prosecuted  by 
the  Insurgents  with  uncommon  vigor  and  continued  success.  Appa* 
doca  was  depose  at  the  beginning  of  the  contest  by  the  Royalists  in 
the  Capitol  in  on  account  of  his  supposed  inaptitude  to  the  emergency 
of  the  times,  and  General  Don  Francisco  Novella  placed  at  the  head 
of  affairs.  The  change,  however,  produced  more  evil  than  good.  His 
appointment  occasioned  a  seism  in  the  Royal  ranks,  which  operated 
benifieially  to  the  Insurgents.  The  King's  party  could  achieve  noth- 
ing. Lifian  at  the  head  of  the  royal  force,  pursued  the  active  and 
erattic  Iturbede ;  but  in  spite  of  all  his  marches  and  countermarches, 
he  was  never  able  to  overtake  the  more  adroit  and  sleepless  Liberator. 
Additional  animation  and  confidence  was  also  infused  into  the  Revo- 
lutionary forces  by  the  sudden  re-appearance  of  Victoria.  This 
inconquerable  champion  of  his  country's  cause  had  been  for  a  long 
time  a  suffering  refugee  among  the  unfrequented  mountains.  Hearing 
of  the  new  out-break  in  favor  of  liberty  and  Independence,  he  sallied 
from  his  hiding  place,  and  took  the  field  once  more.  The  army  was 
divided  for  the  purpose  of  securing  his  services;  He  was  placed  in 
command  of  one  of  the  divisions,  while  Iturbede  remained  at  the  head 
of  the  other.  It  was  impossible  for  the  Royalists  to  stand  up  against 
two  such  Champions  as  these,  backed  and  sustained  as  they  were  by 
the  undivided  natives  of  the  country.  Bustamente,  Baragan  and 
other  Creole  Chiefs  who  had  long  contended  against  the  liberties  of 
their  country  and  had  butchered  thousands  of  their  brethren,  perceiv* 
ing  the  inevitable  result  of  the  contest,  forsook  the  Royal  cause  and 
followed  the  standard  of  the  victorious  patriots.  Negrete,  Echavarri 
and  other  Spanisli  Officers,  followed  their  example.  They  saw  that 
the  Royal  authority  was  about  to  fall,  and  deemed  it  wise  and  prudent 
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to  provide  for  themselves  by  a  timely  change.  These  were  unequivocal 
indications  that  the  final  triumph  of  the  cause  of  Independence  was 
near  at  hand.  All  felt  that  it  was  so ;  and  the  nation  at  large  rejoiced 
in  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  fruition  of  its  long  cherished  hopes. — 

At  this  interesting  crisis  of  affairs,  O'Donoju,  the  Constitutional 
Vice-Roy,  sent  to  supercede  Apadoca,  arrived  in  the  country.  He 
landed  at  Vera  Cruz  in  July  1821.  He  saw  at  a  single  glance  the  real 
condition  of  the  country  —  he  saw  that  her  colonial  bondage  was 
broken  forever.  The  authority  of  the  Insurgents  was  everywhere 
recognized  except  in  the  Capital,  and  it  was  obvious  that  this  city 
would  be  compelled  in  a  short  time  to  succumb  to  the  powerful  force 
of  circumstances.  It  was  idle  for  0  'Donoju  to  struggle  against  destiny. 
He  could  do  nothing.  He  had  neither  army  nor  money.  His  only 
alternative  was  to  return  to  Spain  or  to  enter  into  negociation  with 
Iturbede.  He  chose  the  latter  course;  and  accordingly  cooperated 
with  thg  liberator  in  consemating  the  Independence  of  the  country. 
This  was  done  by  a  Treaty  at  Cordova  in  the  month  of  August; — 
Iturbede  advanced  immediately  upon  the  Capital ;  &  through  the  influ- 
ence of  O'Donoju,  after  a  siege  of  a  few  days  only,  the  **Army  of  the 
Three  Guarantees"  was  permitted  to  enter  the  city  unresisted  on  the 
27th  day  of  September  1821.  Thus  was  the  Independence  of  Mexico 
-effected  by  a  sudden,  brief  and  almost  bloodless  Revolution. — 

While  this  triumphant  struggle  was  going  on  in  the  Interior  o^ 
the  country,  no  movements  by  the  Royalists  were  made  against 
the  establishment  at  Bolivar  Point.  Martinez,  Governor  of  Bexar, 
deemed  the  occupancy  of  that  section  of  the  coast  by  Genl.  Long  as 
a  trivial  and  unimportant  matter;  and  accordingly  he  wrote  to  the 
Vice-Roy  in  the  following  language —  **You  will  see  by  the  accom- 
panying communication  from  the  Counsel  that  Long's  assembly  and 
present  position  is  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  excite  any  inquie- 
tude; nevertheless,  I  will  not  be  put  off  my  guard  by  such  appear- 
ances. So  soon  as  I  receive  the  auxiliaries  which  Your  Excellency 
has  despatched  me,  I  will  send  about  sixty  or  eighty  men  to  rout  and 
break  him  totally  up." —  This  extract  is  taken  from  a  document 
dated  25th  December.  1820.  His  Excellency,  having  only  a  few  days 
previously  recommended  the  establishment  of  an  American  Colony 
on  the  Brazos,  doubtless  felt  himself  in  duty  bound  to  exterminate 
the  unauthorized  one  at  Galvezton.  The  task,  however,  was  one 
which  he  neither  executed  nor  attempted;  for  after  the  reception  of 
the  expected  auxilliaries,  he  still  continued  to  think,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment which  the  General'  had  organized  in  the  country,  was  too 
insignificant  for  his  attention,  and  accordingly  permitted  him  to 
remain  unmolested  in  the  prosecution  of  his  colonizing  operations. — 
The  truth  is,  the  resources  of  the  Royalists  were  exhausted ;  and  at 
the  date  of  the  above  document,  the  whole  Mexican  nation  was  on 
the  verge  of  a  dreadful  outbreak;  and  instead  of  expelling  General 
Long  from  the  country,  it  would  have  been  a  much  more  easy  matter 
for  the  General  to  have  driven  His  Excellency  from  San  Antonio.  — 
Subsequent  events  proved  this ;  for  only  two  months  elapsed  between 
the  writing  of  this  letter  and  the  publication  of  the  Plan  of  Igaula, 
when  the  royal  authority  throughout  the  land  was  swept  away  like 
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chaff  before  the  wind. —  As  the  Capital  of  the  country  succumbed 
to  the  victorious  Liberator,  so  would  have  fallen  the  city  of  Bexar, 
before  the  American  troops  at  Bolivar  Point,  had  our  public-spirited 
hero  been  permitted  to  lead  them  on. 

We  have  arrived  at  a  period  when  the  Independence  of  ^Fexico 
was  no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt  by  any.  As  early  as  the  first  of 
July  1821,  it  was  manifest  to  every  thinking  mind,  that  the  Koyal 
Authority  was  very  near  its  termination.  The  liberating  army  had 
almost  every  where  prevailed ;  and  there  was  no  possibility  of  arrest- 
ing its  triumphant  progress.  One  of  the  great  ends,  therefore,  for 
which  our  persevering  hero  had  drawn  his  sword  in  1819  was  about 
to  be  consumated;  and  at  such  an  interesting  crisis,  the  mind 
naturally  turns  to  the  hopes  and  prospects  of  him  who  had  toiled  so 
faithfully,  and  had  suffered  so  much  in  the  sacred  cause.  What  were 
his  expectations?  What  were  to  be  the  fruits  of  his  painful  and 
devoted  labors? —  These  questions,  we  cannot  answer  in  a  manner 
more  satisfactory  than  by  placing  before  the  reader,  the  following 
interesting  letter  from  one  of  our  hero's  most  devoted  and  dis- 
interested friends,  who  has,  since  those  enterprising  and  romantic 
times,  asscended  to  an  enviable  eminence  in  his  profession  as  a  lawyer 
and  endeared  himself  to  the  people  of  New-Orleans  by  his  superior 
abilities  and  exalted  virtues.  The  document  is  valuable  on  account 
of  its  author  as  well  as  for  the  light  which  it  throws  upon  our  present 
enquiries. — 

New-Orleans,  August  15th  1821. 

Dear  General, 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  by 
Captain  Austin,  and  to  learn  that  you  had  returned  in  safety  to  Las 
Casas,  and  also  that  your  prospects  begin  to  brighten.  I  anticipate 
every  thing  from  your  indefatigable  perseverence  through  all  kinds 
of  difficulties,  and  hope  the  moment  is  at  hand  that  will  richly  reward 
all  your  exertions. —  Still  you  must  not  be  precipitate.  Rome  was 
not  built  in  a  day.  Time  is  necessary  to  augment  your  force  and 
resources  and  to  give  organization  and  consistency  to  your  institu* 
tions. — 

We  have  news  in  the  city  that  the  cause  of  the  Royalists  in 
IMexico  is  reduced  to  the  most  deplorable  situation.  The  Viceroy 
has  been  compelled  to  ask  a  truce  from  Genl.  Iturbide.  The  City  of 
Vera  Cruz  has  been  besiesre  and  all  communication  intercepted 
between  it  and  Mexico.  The  Merchants  of  Havannah  feeling  the 
importance  of  these  towns  to  them,  endeavored  to  raise  by  subscrip- 
tion the  means  of  sending  troops  to  their  relief,  but  had  failed. 
From  this,  in  concurrence  with  other  accounts  it  is  certain  that  the 
royal  authority  will  soon  be  extinguished  in  Mexico.  In  that  event 
it  must  fall  as  a  matter  of  course  in  your  part  of  the  country.  As 
you  are  the  only  organized  body,  the  country  must  necessarily  sub- 
mit to  your  authority  and  then  your  fortunes  are  made  and  your 
fame  will  be  complete. 

Dear  General  I  beg  of  you  to  write  to  me  often,  giving  me 
information  of  your  situation  and  prospects.  If  you  think  that  giving 
publicity  to  your  communications  will  aid  your  cause  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  have  them  published. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  of  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  113 

I  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  your  views  and  regret  my 
inability  to  contribute  to  their  accomplishment. — 

General  Ripley  is  sick  and  absent  from  the  city.  Captain 
Austin  will  explain  to  you  fully  why  Mr  Moore  has  been  unable  to 
send  the  number  of  muskets  which  you  expected.  In  enclose  you 
some  of  the  News-papers.    They  contain,  however,  but  little  news. 

Remember  me  with  respect  and  esteem  to  Mrs  Long,  Genl. 
Trespalacios,  Major  Milam,  Dr.  Edgar,  Mr.  Hewitt  and  all  my 
acquaintances,  and  believe  me  to  remain  forever  your  sincere  friend. 

(Signed)  *  Isaac  T.  Preston.'' 
Soon  after  the  foregoing  letter  was  received  at  Bolivar  Point, 
Genl.  Trespalacios  and  Major  Milam  embarked  in  a  vessel  called 
''Texas''  commanded  by  Captain  Roach,  for  Vera  Cruz,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  true  condition  of  the  country,  and  of  con- 
ferring with  the  patriot  authorities  of  the  Interior  upon  the  affairs 
of  Texas ;  and  while  they  are  prosecuting  their  journey  by  sea  and 
by  land,  we  will  continue  the  history  [of]  our  real  hero  whose  mis- 
fortunes are  about  to  commence. 

Similar  reasons  to  those  which  had  induced  the  departure  of  Tres- 
pelaeios,  rendered  it  necessary  also  that  General  Long  should  visit 
San  Antonio.  The  Revolution  was  evidently  drawing  very  rapidly  to 
a  close:  and  it  was  important  that  amicable  relations  should  be 
established  between  the  citizens  of  that  place  and  the  Americans  at 
Bolivar  Point,  in  as  much  as  they  were  now  all  co-labourers  in  the 
same  cause.  Duty  to  the  nation  at  large,  as  well  as  his  obligations 
to  those  whom  he  had  introduced  into  the  country,  required  him  to 
do  this.  The  towns  of  La  Bahia  and  Sanantonio  had  declared  for 
Independence.  The  priests  and  the  people  had  been  in  favor  of  it 
from  the  beginning  of  the  contest;  but  had  been  held  in  subjection 
by  the  military  power.  AVhen  it  became  obvious  that  the  Royal 
authority  was  about  to  fall  —  that  the  King's  party  could  sustain 
themselves  no  longer —  the  Governor  of  Bexar,  and  Ignacio  Perez, 
the  military  commandant,  abandoned  the  cause  which  they  had  so 
lonp:  maintained,  and  gave  in  their  adhesion  to  the  Insurgents.  The 
Garrison  at  La  Bahia  did  the  same.  These  changes,  however,  were 
not  communicated  to  General  Long.  On  the  contrary,  it  appeared 
to  be  the  policy  of  these  new  converts  to  the  patriot  cause,  to  keep 
onr  hero  in  ignorance  of  the  true  state  of  affairs  in  that  quarter;  and 
for  this  purpose  the  inhabitants  of  those  towns  were  prohibited  all 
intercourse  with  the  Americans  at  Bolivar  Point.  No  visiting  was 
Permitted.  Nevertheless,  it  was  known  to  General  Long  that  the 
^oyal  authorities,  both  civil  and  military,  in  Bexar  and  La  Bahia, 
had  declared  for  Independence.  He  had  many  reasons  to  believe 
^at  such  was  the  case,  though  not  officially  informed  of  the  fact. — 
With  a  view,  therefore,  of  meeting  the  authorities  of  those  places, 
and  consulting  with  them  upon  the  future  policy  and  prospects  of 
ACxas,  he  detailed  about  sixty  men  from  the  garrison  and  set  sail  on 
J'^e  19th  of  September  1821,  for  the  Bay  of  Copano.—  He  expected 
^o,be  absent  about  three  weeks.  The  delicate  situation  of  his  amiable 
^^^e  rendered  the  separation  extremly  painful  to  her.  On  the  eve 
^f  his  departure  he  embraced  her  affectionately  and  besought  her  to 
he  of  good  cheer;  for  he  would  return  in  a  brief  space  and  all  then 

^-^Library. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


114  Texas  State  Library 

would  be  sunshine  again.  It  was,  however,  his  last  embrace.  He 
left  her  in  tears ;  and  he  never  returned  to  wipe  them  away. 

On  the  arrival  of  General  Long  at  Copano,  he  was  met  by  a  party 
of  Coehattee  Indians  who  were  recently  from  La  Bahia  and  was  then 
on  the  coast  in  quest'  of  game  and  fish.  This  tribe  of  Indians  had 
always  been  friendly  to  the  North-Americans,  and  had  battled  by 
their  side  most  heroically  in  the  wars  of  1812  and  1813.  They 
reported  to  Genl.  Long  that  the  garrison  at  La  Bahia  was  still  adher- 
ing to  the  Royal  cause  and  that  Garcia,  the  Spanish  commandant, 
might  not  be  disposed  to  give  him  a  friendly  reception.  They  stated 
also  that  his  coming  was  well  known  to  the  Spanirds,  and  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  for  him  to  proceed  to  La  Bahia  with  so  small  a 
force. 

The  true  state  of  the  Revolution  in  the  Interior  of  Mexico,  was 
never,  at  any  period,  distinctly  and  fully  understood  at  Bolivar 
Point.  The  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  was 
very  irregular —  tidings  had  to  take  this  route^ —  and  they  were  not 
only  tardy  in  reaching  Texas,  but  the  accounts  received  were  almost 
always  inaccurate  and  exagerated;  so  that  General  Long's  informa- 
tion respecting  the  war,  amounted  to  very  little  more  than  vague  and 
indefinite  reports  that  the  Insurgents  were  marching  from  victory  to 
victory  and  that  their  cause  could  not  fail  of  ultimate  success.  His 
knowledge  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Northern  Provinces,  where  Ara- 
dondo  commanded,  was  still  more  limited  and  unsatisfactory.  Even 
from  San  Antonio,  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any  reliable  intelli- 
gence, so  vigilant  were  the  Spanish  authorities  in  preventing  all 
communication  between  that  place  and  Fort  Bolivar.  Of  the  changes 
which  had  occurred  in  that  quarter,  he  was  almost  entirely  ignorant, 
except  so  far  as  he  was  able  to  infer  them  from  the  general  progress 
of  the  Revolution.  According  to  his  own  statement  in  a  letter  to  the 
Governor,  he  had  only  been  casually  informed  that  San  Antonio  had 
declared  for  Independence.  Such  was  the  extent  of  his  information 
when  he  sailed  from  the  Port  of  Las  Casas. —  The  intimation,  there- 
fore, which  he  received  upon  his  landing  at  Copano,  of  the  probable 
hostility  of  Garcia,  was  well  calculated  to  awaken  his  apprehensions, 
or  at  least,  to  put  him  on  his  guard  and  make  him  a  little  cautious 
and  calculating  in  his  movements. —  He  now  began  to  reflect  upon  a 
circumstance  which  he  had  hitherto  overlooked —  that  if  the  Governor 
had,  indeed,  eschewed  the  Royal  cause  and  had  proclaimed  in  favor  of 
the  nation  in  good  faith  and  with  honest  intention,  he  should  have 
communicated  the  fact  to  General  Long,  in  order  that  they  might 
cooperate  in  the  common  cause  and  avoid  any  misunderstanding  and 
collision  between  them. —  This,  however,  he  never  did.  It  was  a 
highly  important  and  imperative  duty ;  and  from  its  non-performance, 
it  was  very  reasonable  to  infer  that  his  Excellency  was  either  insin- 
cere in  his  new  professions,  or  that  he  was  actuated  by  personal  hos- 
tility to  General  Long.  In  either  event,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
latter  should  be  vigilant  and  circumspect. —  It  behooved  him  to  look 
to  his  own  safety.  Between  our  hero  and  the  Governor,  there  was 
no  further  cause  of  quarrel. —  Although  antagonistic  at  the  commenc- 
anent  of  the  contest,  they  were  now  rallying  under  the  same  Banner; 
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iHid  the  refusal  of  his  Excellency  to  establish  amicable  relations  with 
him  at  a  crisis  when  the  country  demanded  union  and  concert  of 
action  among  all  its  friends,  was  a  pretty  strong  indication  that  the 
vmdictive  spirit  of  the  Gachupin  was  not  dead —  it  was  only  slumber- 
ing—  and  that  upon  any  encouraging  occasion  its  ferocity  would  be 
fully  displayed.  These  reflections,  combined  with  the  admonition  of 
those  who  had  some  opportunity  of  knowing  the  secret  prejudices  and 
stifled  resentments  of  the  Spaniards,  rendered  it  highly  probable  in 
the  mind  of  General  Long  that  he  might  be  forced  into  some  diflB- 
culty  with  the  Garrison  at  La  Bahia.  He  was  wholly  unprepared  for 
such  an  event.  Having  come  upon  a  peaceful  mission,  with  only  sixty 
men  as  an  escort  against  the  savages,  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  make 
battle.  It  was,  however,  now  too  late  for  him  to  retreat.  He  was 
compelled  to  go  forward;  and  considering  the  weakness  of  his  force, 
he  deemed  it  the  most  politic  course,  if  practicable,  to  seize  upon  the 
place  first,  and  parley  with  the  commandant  afterwards.  Indeed,  this 
was  his  only  hope  of  safety ;  for  in  the  event  of  hostilities,  his  destruc- 
tion was  inevitable  unless  he  could  first  possess  himself  of  the  Fort  by 
surprise.  He,  therefore,  resolved  upon  the  attempt.  He  found  the 
task  of  easy  execution ;  for  the  Garrison  was  greatly  exposed  by  the 
want  of  proper  vigilance  and  discipline  which  had  followed  the  relaxa- 
tion of  war.  After  a  forced  march  during  the  night  of  thirty  miles, 
he  arrived  at  La  Bahia  a  little  before  the  dawn  of  day.  **Who  comes 
there!'*  cried  the  drowsy  Sentinel.  The  only  reply  was  a  strong 
hand  upon  his  shoulder.  The  Sentinel  was  made  and  easy  and  unresist- 
ing prisoner;  and  before  any  alarm  could  be  given,  the  Americans 
rushed  into  the  Fort,  put  the  Garrison  to  flight  and  took  quiet  pos- 
session of  their  quarters. —  Not  a  gun  was  fired ;  and  the  only  damage 
resulting  was  the  breaking  of  the  Soldiers'  morning  slumbers,  and 
the  transient  alarm  occasioned  to  the  women  and  chUdren.  The  day 
broke  in  beauty  and  serenity,  and  order  being  fully  restored,  our  hero 
made  the  Amende  lionorahle  to  the  fair  sex,  for  the  sudden  and  uncere- 
monious manner  of  his  appearance  among  them.  All  were  delighted 
with  the  urbanity  of  his  manners  as  well  as  with  the  good-natured 
gayety  of  his  apologies;  and  in  a  few  hours,  he  and  his  men  were 
mingling  with  the  inhabitants  in  peace  and  pleasantness. —  It  was 
now  for  the  first  time  that  General  Long  was  fully  apprised  of  the 
true  state  of  affairs  in  this  section  of  the  country.  He  was  told  by 
Garcia  that  Aradondo  had  retired  from  the  contest — ^that  Gasper 
Lopez  was  the  Republican  Commander  of  the  Northern  Provinces, 
and  that  Martinez,  Perez  and  himself  had  declared  for  Independence 
and  were  retained  in  the  Service  of  the  national  party.  *'And  why 
were  these  important  events  concealed  from  Genl.  Trespalaciost" — 
inquired  Long.  The  answer  was  a  brief  one —  **ask  the  Governor." — 
At  a  period  as  early  as  practicable,  the  Civil  and  military  authorities 
of  the  place  convened  at  the  request  of  General  Long  in  order  that  he 
might  explain  to  them  to  the  object  of  his  visit  and  the  motives  of  his 
conduct.  He  entered  into  a  full  and  free  exposition  of  all  his  plans 
and  operations,  embracing  a  brief  history  of  his  first  campaign  — its 
motives,  its  sufferings  and  its  final  defeat.  He  also  explained  the 
views  and  feelings  of  General  Trespalacios  in  uniting  with  him  at 
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Fort  Bolivar;  and  expressed  the  sincere  desire  which  that  patriot, 
as  well  as  himself,  had  always  cherished  for  the  glory  and  Independ- 
ence of  the  country.  The  purpose  of  his  present  visit,  he  said,  was 
obvious  and  simple.  Having:  been  casually  informed  that  La  Bahia 
and  San  Antonio  had  declared  for  Independence  he  had  come  with  the 
desire  and  expectation  of  establishing  with  those  places,  that  amicable 
intercourse  and  confidence  which  ought  always  to  subsist  between  co- 
labourers  in  the  same  cause.  With  regard  to  his  surprise  of  the  Gar- 
rison and  capture  of  the  fort,  he  vowed  very  clearly  and  candidly  the 
considerations  which  had  influenced  the  course.  It  was  a  measure  of 
necssity  and  self-preservation.  The  inadequacy  of  his  force  for  any 
hostile  purposes  was  evidence  enough  of  his  pacific  intentions ;  and  ho 
expressed  a  hope  that  no  misconstruction  would  be  placed  upon  his 
continued  occupancy  of  the  Fort,  which  he  was  willing  to  relinquish 
as  soon  as  he  should  receive  any  friendly  demonstrations  from  the 
Governor  at  San  Antonio.  His  explanations  were  well  received.  They 
were  satisfactory  to  all  parties ;  and  a  letter  was  immediately  addressed 
to  the  Governor,  at  the  request  of  Garcia,  exculpating  General  Long 
from  all  censure,  and  requesting  that  Don  Juan  Castaiieda,  com- 
manding the  Post  at  Bexar  should  **  present  himself  to  parley  with 
Long.'' —  Such  is  the  language  of  the  letter.  It  was  written  by 
Valdez,  and  two  or  three  short  extracts  from  it  will  suffice  to  shew 
its  character  and  purport.  The  writer  begins  with  the  convention 
entered  into  between  our  hero  and  the  authorities  of  the  place.  He 
says  **with  the  political  Judges  and  the  Commander,  General  Long 
has  agreed,  so  soon  as  the  Governor,  or  Dn  Juan  de  Castaiieda 
may  present  themselves,  he  will  parley  with  either  one  or  the  other, 
on  the  subjects  concerning  the  glory  of  Independence —  he  will 
deliver  up  the  fort  to  its  Constitutional  Commander  Dn  Francisco 
Garcia,  and  that  he  will  retire  with  his  men.*' —  He  then  proceeds 
to  state  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  Genl.  Long,  that  **  neither 
him  nor  his  men  have  transgressed  the  bounds  of  Justice  and  reason 
in  opposition  to  good  policy.'' —  The  letter  concludes  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  **Long  only  says  that  if  Ignacios  Perez  comes,  that  he 
with  all  his  men,  will  war  with  him  until  death;  for  besides  Perez' 
having  injured  him,  he  does  not  consider  him  capable  of  common 
politeness.  In  virtue  of  this  ,you  can  resolve  upon  what  is  most 
suitable.  May  God  guard  you  many  years.  Bahia,  October  6th  1821. 
—  By  supplication  of  the  Commander  of  Arms  Dn  F.  Garcia. 
(Signed)  Br.  Jose  Anto.  Valdez. — " 

Enclosed  in  said  letter^^  was  one  from  General  Long  to  the  Governor 
simply  explaining  the  object  of  his  visit — •  the  necessity  under  which 
he  had  acted  in  taking  the  fort,  and  expressing  his  desire  of  an 
amicable  interview  with  his  Excellency  before  retiring  from  the 
place. — 

We  are  now  about  to  place  upon  record  a  course  of  conduct  the 
most  perfidious  and  ungrateful  that  ever  disfigured  the  history  of 
a  civilized  nation.  We  mean  the  capture,  the  persecution  and  the 
final  assassination  of  our  hero.     The  outline  of  the  story  may  be 


72No.  37. 
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given  in  a  few  words.  We  have  already  explained  the  circumstances 
which  impelled  him  to  the  occupancy  of  La  Bahia.  The  reasons 
which  he  assigned  for  the  act,  however,  satisfactory  to  the  authorities 
of  that  place  were  not  equally  so  to  those  of  San  Antonio.  To  the 
latter,  indeed,  there  could  be  no  acceptable  explanations.  It  was  his 
blood  that  they  wanted  and  not  his  apologies.  Accordingly  they 
came  down  upon  him  with  a  strong  hand;  and  after  much  battling 
and  more  diplomacy  they  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  the 
fort  and  making  him  a  prisoner.  Thus  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
two  very  individuals  against  whose  perfidy  and  cruelty  he  had  been 
so  strongly  admonished  by  his  ardent  and  devoted  wife.  When  he 
found  himself  betrayed  and  captured,  he  demanded  to  know  the 
cause  of  such  treatment.  No  reason  was  assismed:  but  he  and  his 
men  were  hurried  from  town  to  town,  subjected  to  every  species  [of] 
cruelty,  indignity  and  outrage  which  could  be  heaped  upon  them, 
until  they  arrived  at  Monterey,  the  Head  Quarters  of  Gasper  Lopez, 
the  commanding  Greneral  of  that  section.  Here  our  hero  expected  not 
only  to  receive  the  attention  and  protection  due  him  and  his  men 
as  adopted  citizens  of  the  country  and  a  portion  of  its  military  force ; 
but  also  to  have  due  punishment  inflicted  upon  those  who  had  so 
grossly  outraged  him  as  well  as  the  law  of  the  land.  But  in  this 
he  was  disappointed.  He  was  still  retained  as  a  prisoner,  without 
being  able  to  obtain  from  the  commander  any  explanation  of  the 
cause  of  his  capture  or  the  reasons  of  his  detention.  Was  the  seizure 
of  La  Bahia  the  cause  of  these  violent  proceedings  against  himT — 
He  was  ready  and  anxious  to  meet  the  charge;  and  if  unable  to 
justify  the  act,  he  was  willing  to  abide  the  penalty.  It  was  a  hear- 
in?  that  he  desired.  If  he  had  offended  the  laws,  put  him  upon  trial. 
This  was  all  that  he  asked. 

'*GenL  Long  after  taking  Labhia,  and  hearing  the  news  about 
Iterbede's  elevation,  he  immediately  released  all  prisoners  &  his  own 
men  &  the  citizens  of  the  town  became  friendly  &  lived  peacably 
together;  Until  the  Govr.  of  San  Antonio  invited  Long  &  his  aid  up 
to  San  Antonio  he  sent  horses  for  them ;  quite  a  f rolick — but  no  sooner 
had  Long  left  Labihia  than  his  men  were  made  prisoners  by  the 
secret  order  of  the  deceitful  &  treacherous  Govr.  of  San  Antonio ;  and 
on  his  own  arrival,  at  San  Antonio,  he  &  his  aid  Burns  were  also  made 
prisoners — ^the  prisoners  were  kept  under  guard ;  -  Long  &  his  aid 
Burns  were  allowed  the  City  on  parole  of  honor.  The  soldiers 
prisoners  were  taken  in  a  few  days  to  San  Antonio  and  thence  marched 
with  their  leader  Genl.  Long  to  Monterrey  in  the  interior,  on  their 
way  the  Comanchees  heard  of  the  affair,  and  assembling  in  a  f ormid- 

78The  connected  narrative  ends  here.  The  next  paragraph  is  taken  from 
no.  501,  p.  18  of  this  coHection.  It  will  be  noted  that  Lamar  is  not  at  all 
clear  coneemlng  the  method  used  by  the  Mexicans  in  making  Long  a  pris- 
oner. His  statement  here  that  "the  Govr.  of  San  Antonio  invited  Long  A 
his  aid  up  to  San  Antonio"  is  an  error,  however;  for  no.  42  of  this  collection 
acknowledges  receipt  of  Long's  "capitulation",  and  in  the  Nacogdoches  A^ 
chives  is  "A  list  of  persons  taken  in  the  fort  of  La  Bahia,  who,  after  twen- 
ty-four hours  of  firing,  surrendered  at  discretion  at  11  o'clock  Oct.  9,  1821, 
and  were  sent  as  prisoners  to  the  General  Commandancy  in  charge  of  En- 
Bign  D.  Joaquin  Saenz".    The  first  name  is  "Xayme  Long." 
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tbale  force,  proposed  to  Genl.  Long  to  let  them  fall  upon  the  Mexicans 
and  killing  them  all  release  Long  and  his  men;  Long  told  them  n^. 
he  found  great  difficulty  in  restraining  the  Indians.  Long  on  the 
journey  was  offered  a  horse  to  ride ;  but  he  declined  because  his  men 
were  not  also  furnished;  he  footed  it  all  the  way  with  his  soldiers. 
Twice  on  the  road  they  were  offered  to  be  released  by  the  Indians. 
Arrived  safely  at  Monterrey.  The  men  were  kept  there  nearly  naked 
at  work  on  the  streets  at  the  rate  of  37  1/2  cts  per  day  themselves  to 
furnish  with  provisions.  Lopez  was  Govr.  there;  treated  Long  him- 
self very  kindly ;  loaned  him  money.  From  Montarey  Glenl.  Long  wrote 
to  his  lady,  by  Capt.  Rafail  Gonzales,  who  delivered  the  letter  in 
person  to  Mrs.  Long  at  Bolivar.  Gonzales  was  accompanied  by  a  file 
of  men  as  his  safety  guard.  Genl.  Long  borrowed  money  of  Lopez 
the  Govr.  to  clothe  his  men.  He  remaind  several  months  in  Monterrey. 
He  petitioned  to  the  Govr.  of  Monterrey  to  send  him  on  to  Mexico, 
to  have  his  conduct  investigated.  The  Govr.  of  Monterrey  did  not 
know  Long  an  officer  under  Trespelascios ;  he  accordingly  waited  until 
he  could  hear  from  Trespelacios  from  Mexico;  as  soon  as  he  heard, 
he  then  in  accordance  with  Longs  petition  sent  him  (Long)  on  to 
Mexico  to  have  his  trial  for  taking  Labhia.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Austin,  Burns  his  aid  &  others — 

The  letter^*  which  Genl.  Long  addressed  to  the  Mexican  authorities 
whilst  prisoner  at  Monterrey  to  be  removed  thence  to  Mexico  to 
present  himself  to  the  Congress  is  as  follows. 

*'Serenisimo  Senor 

I  have  been  four  months  ft  prisoner  to  the  Mexican  Imperial 
government  without  even  having  been  informed  of  what  I  am  accused. 

My  declaration  has  been  extorted  from  me  three  times  without  pro- 
ducing any  effect  but  the  continuation  of  my  confinement. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  I  may  be  forwarded  to  Mexico,  and 
hope  an  order  may  be  issued  to  the  commanding  Genl.  of  those 
provinces  to  that  effect.  The  National  Congress  will  assemble  in  a 
few  days,  before  whom  I  wish  to  present  myself.  I  have  contended 
for  the  Independence  of  Mexico  nearly  three  years,  at  the  hazzard  of 
my  life  &  sacrifise  of  my  property.  I  feel  confident  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  shew  to  the  government,  that  during  that  period  I  shall  have 
done  my  duty,  and  all  that  could  be  expected  from  the  means  em- 
ployed, and  the  circumstances  that  attended  me.  I  also  have  the 
fullest  confidence  that  the  National  Legislature  will  attend  to  my  case 
&  do  me  justice 

I  have  abandoned  my  family,  my  home,  friends  and  all  else  (but 
my  honor.)  that  was  dear  to  me,  to  serve  the  county  of  my  adoption. 

My  feelings  are  hard  to  discribe,  finding  myself  after  all,  degraded 
&  held  a  prisoner  by  the  authorities  of  a  nation  for  whose  advance- 
ment and  prosperity  I  have  suffered  much  and  risked  everything. 

The  granting  my  request  will  be  a  favor  thankfully  acknowledged 

by 

Tour  Obt.  Servt. 

James  Long" 
Monterrey 
Pebry  8th  1822. 

TiThis  letter  is  taken  from  document  *'X",  p.  7-8. 
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""VHien  Genl.  Long  marched  to  LaBihia,  the  post  was  still  under 
Spanish  authority.  Altho'  the  Mexican  Revolution  had  been  going 
on  for  years  occasionally  successfully  in  'Mexico,  yet  Texas  a  province 
remote,  was  still  under  the  authorities  of  Old  Spain.  The  people 
here  were  divided,  many  in  favor  of  the  Revolution,  but  the  Royalists 
were  the  strongest ;  at  least  if  not  in  numbers,  in  power  for  they  still 
exercised  oflScial  authority.  Iturbede  was  figuring  away  in  Mexico, 
the  champion  of  Independence.  Long  consequently  on  his  arival  at 
La  Bihia  demanded  of  the  Royalists  a  surrender  of  the  place ;  he  suc- 
ceded  in  taking  it.  The  Royal  Govr.  at  San  Antonio  took  Long  & 
his  men  prisoners  for  this  act;  sent  them  to  Monterrey  &c.  The 
Spanish  authority  the  ViciRoyalty  was  still  predominant  in  Mexico. 
Whilst  Long  was  at  Monterrey ;  the  Spanish  authority  was  suddenly 
put  down  in  Mexico;  Long  petitioned  to  be  sent  to  Mexico;  he  was 
sent ;  Iturbede  was  in  power ;  Long  was  well  received ;  Thus  we  see 
Long  take  La  Bihia  from  the  Royal  party ;  he  was  sent  to  Monterrey 
for  punishment;  on  his  arrival  there,  the  power  that  was  so  punish 
him  was  put  down,  and  the  Revolutionary  party  coming  again  into 
power,  reed.  Long  in  Mexico  with  honors — 

Long  however,  on  his  arrival  in  Mexico  found  that  Iturbede,  in  de- 
throning  the  Spanish  authority  in  Mexico,  instead  of  establishing  a 
Republican  Govt,  as  was  expected,  assumed  Emperial  power.  Long 
who  was  as  much  concerned  for  the  nature  of  the  Govt,  to  be  erected 
in  Mexico,  as  he  was  for  her  Independence,  could  not  brook  this  Em- 
perial assumption,  spoke  very  freely  of  Iturbede  &  his  course;  and  I 
think  but  little  doubt  remains  that  he  was  killed  designedly  in  con- 
sequence of  his  knwn  feelings  concering  Iturbede.  Trespelacios  was 
the  friend  of  Iturbede.  There  were  two  parties;  the  Iturbede  party 
&  the  Republican  party;  all  however  the  Revolutionary  party.  The 
two  grand  divisions  of  the  people  were  the  Royalists  &  the  Revolu- 
tionists, the  latter  were  now  divided,  (after  having  put  down  the 
Royalists)  some  in  favor  of  Iturbede 's  assumping  Emperial  powers; 
others  opposed  it.    Trespelacios  was  in  favor  of  it;  Long  opposed. 

^•The  fidelity  of  Trespelacios  to  his  Chief  was  rewarded  by  the 
oflSce  of  Governor  General  of  Texas;  a  station  which  Milam  accused 
him  of  obtaining  by  some  intrierue  with  the  Regency  against  (Jeneral 
Long;  a  charge  which  Trespelacios  repelled,  and  in  turn,  accusing 
Milam  of  having  aspired  to  the  office  himself,  ascribe  his  hostility  to 
disappointed  ambition.  There  is  no  evidence  that  either  was  right. 
That  Milam  neither  sought  nor  desired  the  office,  is  evident  from  his 
whole  course  of  conduct  towards  Iturbede,  which  was  marked  by 
decided  hostility  and  disrespect.  Nor,  is  there  any  just  grounds  to 
believe  that  Trespelacios  resorted  to  unjustifiable  or  improper  means 
to  secure  the  situation,  or  that  he  had  entertained  any  feelings  of 
rivalry  or  jealousy  toward  General  Long.  The  truth  seems  to  be, 
that  he  and  Milam  had  become  excited  by  party  animosities  and 
mutually  indulged  in  suspicion  and  recrimination. 

7«Tlie  fc^owUig  Bectioa  fti  tn  no.  601,  p.  77  et  teq, 

^Mexico  was  from  the  triumph  of  Aradondo  to  the  assendency  of  Itarbed. 
in  power  of  the  Royalists — [note  by  Lamar] 
^•The  next  three  paragraphs  are  from  "Y",  pi  37. 
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Such  was  the  state  of  affairs,  when  Genl.  Long  arrived  in  the;  city 
of  Mexico.  Avoiding  a  participation  in  the  quarrell  between  these 
alienated  friends,  he  endeavored  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation ;  but 
failing  in  his  efforts,  he  continued  his  kind  considerations  towards 
them  both.  Trespelacios  was  equally  unsuccessful  in  his  attempts  to 
reconcile  the  General  to  Iturbede.  No  efforts  were  unassayed  on  the 
part  of  this  intriguing  and  sanguinary  despot,  to  secure  the  friend- 
ship of  General  Long.  For  this  purpose  he  solicited  a  personal  inter- 
view with  the  General,  and  proffered  to  retain  him  in  the  servise 
with  the  same  rank  &  pay  which  he  had  hitherto  enjoyed;  but  no 
flattery  could  prevail  with  our  hero  to  pay  him  a  visit  either  qjt 
formality  or  friendship,  and  no  allurements  of  glory  and  aggrandize- 
ment could  seduce  him  into  the  acceptance  of  a  commission  from  one 
who  had  not  only  persecuted  him  &  his  companions  in  arms,  but  who 
had  proven  himself  a  traitor  to  the  liberty  which  he  had  sworn  to 
establish.  This  indomitable  spirit  of  Independence  and  heroic  patri- 
otism cost  him  his  life.  It  awakened  the  vengeance  of  a  foe  who  had 
the  power  and  the  will  to  murder  whom  he  feared.  The  eye  of  the 
tyrant  rested  on  him ;  he  was  a  doomed  victim ;  and  accordingly  in 
a  few  days  the  whole  city  of  Mexico  was  thrown  into  mourning  & 
lamentation  for  the  dealth  of  one  who  was  regarded  as  the  brightest 
ornament  of  chivalry,  and  whose  lofty  demeanor  had  attracted  the 
admiration  and  the  love  of  thousands. 

Of  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  General  Long  we  can- 
pot  give  a  better  account  than  we  find  in  a  letter  from  an  American 
gentleman  who  was  in  the  city  of  Mexico  at  the  time,  and  whose 
communication  is  dated  the  day  after  the  horrible  tragedy.  He 
writes  as  follows.  **I  believe  the  columns  of  our  news  papers  have 
occasionally  given  some  details  of  the  operations  of  General  Long, 
who  conducted  an  expedition  in  this  country  in  favor  of  the  patriots. 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Government,  which  is  decidedly 
Monarchical,  and  intolerant  in  religion,  this  gentleman,  with  his 
officers  and  soldiers,  have  declined  further  service —  and  admitting 
the  undoubted  right  of  the  people  to  frame  their  government,  have 
demanded  remuneration  for  their  services,  &  permission  to  leave  the 
country.  I  found  General  Long  in  this  city,  with  a  few  of  his  officers, 
engaged  in  settling  their  claims.  The  General  had  brought  them, 
with  great  perseverance,  nearly  to  a  close,  and  a  favorable  issue — 
when,  yesterday  morning  about  8,  he  proceeded  to  the  quarters  of 
Col.  0  Kiley  (which  are  in  the  inquisition)  to  consult  with  him  on 
the  subject.  The  General  was  alone,  and  as  he  entered  the  gate,  the 
Cadet  on  sentry  there,  shot  him  through  the  lungs,  and  he  expired 
immediately.  A  vail  of  mistry  hangs  this  black  transaction  which 
time  alone  can  unmask." — 

"Extract  Letter  from  Abil  Terrill. 
Dated  Refugio  8th  July  1822  (pronounced  Ra-foS-e-o) 

Painful  as  it  may  be  to  your  feelings,  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  give 
you  a  plain  &  strait  account  of  the  untimely  death  of  Genl.  Long— 
He  had  been  but  ten  days  in  Mexico  when  the  circumstance  took 
place 

77Thi8  letter  is  in  "X",  p.  10. 
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Genl.  Long  was  well  reed,  in  Mexico,  &  had  reed,  several  visits 
together  with  many  invitations  from  our  English  Col.,  one  of  which 
he  was  about  to  return,  when  he  was  hailed  by  a  Centinel  and  ordered 
to  stop,  at  the  same  time,  Genl.  Long  put  his  hand  to  his  side  pocket, 
to  draw  a  paper.  (His  Pasport)  The  Centinel  supposing  it  to  be 
for  the  purpose  of  drawing  his  side  fire  arms  to  defend  himself,  at 
which  time  the  Centinel  fired  at  Genl.  Long;  and  the  ball  entered 
his  side  &  passed  thro  '  him ;  he  expired  in  a  few  minutes. 

His  death  was  much  regretted  by  the  inhabitants  in  general.  The 
Congress  have  it  in  contemplation,  as  soon  as  they  get  through  the 
hurry  of  business  as  respects  the  Govt.,  to  make  a  hansome  appro- 
priation for  yours  &  childred  &  support 

Mr.  Sulivan  gives  the  above  statements  in  the  presence  of  those 
whom  accompanied  him,  and  was  at  the  interment,  which  was 
attended  with  a  great  concourse  of  people,  exclusive  of  40  coaches 
and  that  every  respect  was  paid.  He  was  not  buried  with  the 
honors  of  war  in  consequence  of  his  not  being  a  Catholic — 

Genl.  Lopas  [Lopez]  is  Commandant  of  Monterrey  Col.  Tres- 
palascios  is  Governor  of  Texas  and  Col.  of  the  militia  left  Mexico 
some  time  ago  for  St  Antonio,  is  supposed  to  be  at  that  place  at 
this  time.  500  troops  are  to  be  stationed  at  said  place,  about  40 
troops  leave  this  place  for  Labardee  in  3  days" 

•    Signed 

Abil  Terrill 
Mrs.  Jane  H  Long 
Galveston — 

^*The  manner  of  his  death  is  as  follows —  it  was  on  the  8th  day  of 
1822.  He  rose  early  on  the  8th  to  take  chocolate  with  Col.  O  Riley 
according  to  appointment.  He  paced  the  room  before  starting  for 
some  time  &  stopping  suddenly,  remarked  to  Milam,  that  he  had  a 
strong  presentiment  that  he  should  never  see  his  family  again,  & 
pressed  his  friend,  if  he  should  die,  to  be  certain  to  see  his  family 
&  bear  his  love  to  them.  That  day  he  fell;  in  manner  as  follows; 
He  had  a  passport  granted  by  Govt,  to  the  full  freedom  of  passing 
&  repassing  by  all  centinels  &  guards.  On  his  arrival  at  the  gate  of 
the  Inquisition  guarded  by  40  soldiers.  They  demanded  his  pas- 
port  ;  he  attempted  to  take  it  from  his  pocket  and  was  fired  upon  by 
the  guard ;  the  ball  passed  thro  '  his  body  &  he  expired  directly — 

^•Prom  the  evidence  collected  immediately  after  the  melonchoUy 
occurrence,  it  appears  that  General  Long,  by  virtue  of  his  rank,  as 
well  as  by  special  permission,  had  the  priviledge  of  free  access  to  the 
quarters  of  his  friend,  and  had  exercised  the  right  hitherto  without 
suestion  or  molestation;  but  that  on  the  morning  of  his  death,  he 
was  for  the  first  time  challenged  by  the  centinel,  (a  young  cadet 
who  had  been  posted  at  the  gate  that  very  morning.)  to  whom  he 
replied  in  English  that  he  was  an  officer,  entitled  to  the  privilege 
of  passing;  and  apprehending  no  further  difficulty,  was  about  to 
advance  when  he  was  suddenly  repulsed  with  indignity  and  blows, 
and  presently  shot  down  by  the  centinel  under  the  pretext  that  the 
General  was  about  to  draw  his  weapons  with  a  view  of  effecting  an 


'8The  following  account  of  Long's  death  is  in  "X",  p.  6. 
'»Thl8  paragraph  is  from  "Y",  p.  41. 
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entry  by  force  &  violence.  The  body  was  searched  immediately 
after  the  act,  and  no  weapons  of  any  discription,  except  a  small  pen- 
knife, was  found  upon  it.  In  a  few  days  Major  Mlam  collected  the 
leading  facts  in  the  case  and  addressed  Iturbede  upon  the  subject, 
inclosing  the  testimony  in  a  document  of  singular  boldness,  in  which 
he  denounces  the  conduct  of  the  cadet  as  deliberate  assassination, 
and  calls  upon  his  *^Most  Serene  Highnes»^^  (a  title  which  we  sup- 
pose he  used  in  derision)  to  order  an  investigation  of  the  foul  trans- 
action. 

®®*'Most  Serene  Highness 

The  undersigned  Gentlemen  have  the  honor  to  expose  to  you  that 
we  have  convened,  as  well  by  the  relations  which  we  have  heard,  as 
also  by  the  testimony  which  accompany  the  present,  that  the  death 
given  to  Genl.  Long  was  not  occasioned  by  any  provocation  on  his 
part.  In  consequence  it  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  such,  but  as  an 
assassination.  We  refer  to  you ;  and  beg  of  you  to  order  an  investi- 
gation of  the  event,  and  in  that  manner  as  to  give  a  complete  satis- 
faction to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  are  now  in  this 
country —  and  if  your  Highness  does  not  design  to  accede  to  this 
solicitude,  we  cannot  do  less  than  manifest,  that  we  shall  present  to 
our  Govt,  and  nation  a  full  relation  of  the  doleful  occurrences  which 
have  happened,  and  that  we  cannot  answer  for  the  fatal  conse- 
quences which  may  be  created,  disturbing  the  good  harmony  which 
exists,  &  which  ought  to  exist  between  our  country  and  the  Mexican 
Empire.  For  this  reason  [we]  suplicate  you  to  do  that  which  is  the 
wishes  of  those  who  feel  the  strongest  interest  for  the  unity  &  tran- 
quility of  both  Mexico  &  the  U.  S.  It  appears  by  evidence  which 
is  here  enclosed  to  be  a  foul  murder.  He  is  dead  &  in  consequence 
cannot  speak  to  defend  himself,  but  the  living  will  speak." 

This  letter  was  signed  by  Milam  and  others.  Some  correspondence 
ensued  on  the  part  of  the  Govt.  &  the  signers  of  the  above,  at  which 
the  Govt,  became  highly  incensed ;  but  the  result  was  that  the  guard 
who  fired  upon  Genl.  Long  was  put  on  trial;  condemned  to  a  few 
months  imprisonment  and  immediately  after  his  release  promoted — 

*** Although  the  power  of  Iturbede  at  that  time  was  too  decided 
and  unequivocal  to  admit  of  any  public  arraingnment  of  his  con- 
duct, yet  his  authority  was  not  sufficient  to  stifle  the  expression  of 
that  sincere  regret  which  pervaded  the  whole  community  for  the 
untimely  fate  of  one  who  had  rendered  servise  to  the  country  and 
had  won  to  himself  a  lofty  and  romantic  character.  The  vengeance 
of  the  tyrant  would  have  pursued  him  to  the  grave  if  it  had  been 
possible ;  but  the  deep  ocean  of  popular  feeling  was  not  to  be  staid 
by  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  despot,  any  more  than  the  waves  of  the 
sea  would  retire  at  the  mandate  of  Canute.  When  we  reflect  upon 
the  popularity  of  Iturbede;  his  known  hostility  to  Long,  and  the 
prevalent  suspicion  that  the  General  had  fallen  a  victim  to  thtf 
tyrant's  resentments,  there  can  be  no  higher  evidence  of  the  publie 
appreciation  of  our  hero's  character  and  the  strong  impression 
which  his  death  made  upon  the  popular  feeling  than  the  faet  that 
under  all  these  circamstanees,  his  remains  were  followed  to  thei? 

soThe  letter  Is  in  "X",  p,  6, 
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final  rest  by  the  largest  concourse  which  had  for  years  attended  the 
funeral  of  the  great.  No  similar  occasion  had  ever  call'd  forth  a 
greater  multitude ;  and  never  were  the  last  sad  obsequies  of  departed 
worth  conducted  with  a  more  impressive  &  affecting  solemnity. 
Sorrow  was  depicted  on  every  countenance;  a  tear  was  se^n  in 
almost  every  eye,  and  the  chivalry  of  the  disceased  was  the  theme 
of  every  tongue.  It  is  true  that  he  was  not  buried  as  became  a 
soldier,  with  the  honors  of  war,  because  he  was  not  of  that  bigoted 
religion  which  denies  all  honors  and  all  mercy  to  those  who  do  not 
sacrifise  upon  its  altar  and  bend  to  the  divinity  of  its  earthly 
priests.  But  if  it  be  any  test  of  the  merits  of  the  living  man,  that 
his  bier  should  be  followed  to  the  tomb  by  a  long  train  of  aflicted 
mourners,  succeeded  by  a  line  of  carriages  filled  with  the  beauty  of 
the  city,  and  a  vast  gathering  of  the  populace  around  the  **  narrow 
mansion,"  all  lamenting  his  too  early  doom  and  anxious  to  render 
some  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory,  then  may  we  form  some  just  con- 
ception of  the  high  and  honorable  station  which  our  hero  occupied 
in  the  opinions  and  affections  of  the  people  of  Mexico — for  such 
was  the  funeral  of  General  Long;  the  Bayardo  of  the  age,  a  man 
without  fear  and  without  reproach,  who  perished  in  the  29th  year 
of  his  age,  a  victim  to  Empirial  vengeance,  and  was  buried  at 
Chapultepeque  amidst  a  nations  tears. 

®^Let  us  now  return  to  Mrs.  Long  at  Bolivar.  When  [Long] 
departed  for  Labihia  taking  75  men  with  him,  he  left  behind  50 
soldiers  to  garrison  the  fort.  They  behaved  well;  every  thing  went 
on  properly  at  Bolivar;  but  not  hearing  anything  from  their  com- 
mander Genl.  Long,  they  after  awhile  became  restless,  not  knowing 
what  to  do.  Lieutenants  Walter  C.  White  and  James  Knight,  went 
up  the  Trinity,  taking  a  boat  with  them,  a  steel  mill  &  tools  of  the 
fort,  to  settle  and  trade  with  the  indians.  Their  example  was  soon 
followed  by  others;  the  soldiers  daily  left  the  fart,  scattering  at 
various  directions,  some  returning  to  N.  O.  by  way  of  Oppaloosa, 
some  remaining  in  the  country  with  indians  &c  &c.  Mrs.  Long  was 
finally  left  alone  at  Bolivar,  not  a  soldier,  officer  or  any  living  being 
with  her  except  a  negro  girl  12  or  13  years  old  and  her  young  daugh- 
ter Ann.  The  soldiers  staid  in  the  fort  as  long  as  there  was  a  morsal 
of  provisions  but  when  everything  to  eat  was  exhausted,  they  all 
departed,  taking  with  them  a  barrel  of  flour  the  last  and  only  article 
of  food  left;  leaving  for  Mrs.  Long  not  one  solitary  mouthful  of 
anything  whatever.  They  persuaded  &  plead  with  her  to  depart 
with  them ;  but  she  said  no ;  her  huband  had  left  her  there  and  would 
expect  on  his  return  to  find  her  there.  They  told  her  that  he  would 
in  all  probability  never  return ;  for  not  a  word  had  been  heard  from 
him  since  his  departure;  but  she  still  persisted  in  remaining  even  if 
she  perished.  In  this  situation  she  was  left.  There  was  more  amuni- 
tion  in  the  fort  than  they  could  carry  off;  and  several  muskets  were 
also  left ;  this  was  her  main  reliance  for  subsistence.  She  shot  birds, 
.  caught  oysters,  fish  &c  and  they  kept  from  starving.  He  last  hook 
and  line  was  finally  lost  &  she  had  then  to  live  on  oysters  mainly. 
In  this  situation  she  had  a  daughter  bom,  not  a  living  soul  to  help 
her  to  food  or  any  other  assistencc  not  even  the  negro  girl  above 
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mentioned  who  was  at  the  time  sick  &  about  to  die  apparently,  & 
her  little  daughter  being  too  young  to  aid  in  anything  4^  or  5  years 
old.  During  her  stay  she  was  frequently  threatened  by  the  Caranka- 
way  Indians.  They  lived  on  the  west  end  of  the  Island  of  Galveston; 
their  fires  were  seen  there ;  they  several  times  came  to  the  beach  as 
if  they  were  about  to  cross  over  to  Bolivar;  Mrs.  Long  having  no 
flag,  took  her  red-flannel  frock  &  hoisted  it  a  bloody  banner,  at  the 
same  time  fired  the  cannon  at  them,  whereupon  they  became  alarmed 
&  retired.  This  she  had  to  repeat  as  often  as  danger  threatened. 
When  her  child  born  in  the  fort  was  five  days  old,  a  messenger 
arrived  with  a  letter  from  her  husband  dated  from  Monterrey  and 
brought  by  Rafail  Gonzales  accompanied  by  a  file  of  men.  He 
remained  two  or  three  days  &  left,  taking  his  course  up  the  Trinity, 
thence  to  Labihia  &  on  home  to  Monterrey.  This  was  about  26 
Deer.  1821,  arriving  on  the  26  &  leaving  on  28th.  Mrs.  Long 
remained  in  this  desolate  condition  in  the  fort  until  the  last  of 
January  1822,  without  ever  seeing  any  any  [sic]  living  being  except 
the  hostile  Karankaways  when  one  morning  her  negro  girl  who  had 
been  gathering  wood,  came  running  to  her  mistress  announcing  that 
she  saw  three  men  approaching  Mrs.  Long,  hastily  slipping  on  her 
shoes  went  out  of  the  fort  in  great  joy  to  meet  them,  when  to  her 
surprize  the  men  fled ;  she  pursued,  calling  on  them  to  stop ;  but  they 
soon  left  her  out  of  sight  after  she  had  run  about  2  miles.  On  her 
return  back  to  the  fort,  she  fortunately  found  a  fishing  line  &  hook ; 
she  had  not  eat  any  thing  for  nearly  3  days ;  The  circumstance  was 
singular  one.  She  had  about  3  weeks  previously  been  fishing  and 
a  large  Red-fish  having  hung  himself  to  the  hook  drew  Mrs.  Long  in 
the  water ;  the  line  was  fastened  to  her  wrist ;  she  extricated  it  and  the 
fish  went  down  the  beach,  she  watching  him  carrying  off  the  last  hook 
&  line  she  had.  The  line  she  found  on  her  return  from  the  above  persuit 
was  buried  in  the  sand  one  end  sticking  out ;  she  caught  it,  &  on  pull- 
ing it  drew  out  a  large  Red-fish ;  and  she  doubts  not  but  that  it  was 
the  very  line  she  had  lost  previously  as  it  was  not  more  than  3  hundred 
yards  below  the  place  where  she  lost  it — •  This  fish  was  the  first  food 
she  had  eaten  in  3  days.  The  night  her  child  was  born  was  the 
coldest  ever  known  in  Texas;  the  Bay  was  frozen  nearly  quarter 
of  a  mile,  so  that  a  person  could  walk  on  the  ice  without  cracking 
it ;  a  circumstance  never  known  before  or  since.  Many  fish  froze  to 
death ;  her  little  daughter  Ann  gathered  them  up  and  put  them  in 
an  old  barrel  of  brine  &  they  saved  them.  That  same  night  of  birth 
the  wind  blew  off  the  top  of  her  house  and  it  snowed  in  the  house 
and  on  her  bed  during  the  parturition.  Her  only  help,  the  little 
negro  girl  was  lying  at  the  same  time  dangerously  ill,  out  of  her 
senses.  So  that  Mrs.  Long  at  this  critical  period  was  not  only 
destitute  of  help  but  had  to  help  her  negro,  she  arose  the  morning 
after  the  birth  of  her  child  to  gather  food  for  herself,  child  &  negro — 
When  the  negro  girl  had  so  far  recovered  as  to  go  about,  she  &  her 
Mistress  went  to  the  Bayou,  and  each  holding  the  end  of  an  old 
hammock,  dragged  it  like  a  sein  in  the  Bayou  and  caught  3  mullets. 
She  then  took  the  mullets  as  bait  and  going  to  the  beach  caught  with 
her  hook  &  line  a  Stingaree  and  then  several  Red  fish;  dried  them. 
About  three  or  four  days,  after  the  appearance  of  the  three  men, 
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the  negro  girl  called  to  her  mistress  that  five  sail  were  approaching. 
One  of  the  sail  proved  to  be  a  small  sloop  with  fifteen  men  aboard. 
The  three  who  had  made  their  previous  appearance  were  of  the  num- 
ber.    They  were  among  the  first  of  Austin's  emigrants;  they  had 
heard  that  the  soldiers  at  Bolivar  had  all  been  taken  prisoners  so 
they  were  affraid  to  approach  the  fort.    An  old  wreck  of  a  vessel  was 
near  the  fort,  with  great  number  of  crows  &  other  birds  perched  .ipcn 
it,  which  these  emigrants  mistook  for  Indians.     They  kept  their  dis- 
tance.    Mrs.  Long  finally  came  from  the  fort  with  her  negro  girl  & 
children  to  shew  herself  that  the  emigrants  might  approach;  they 
saw  that  there  was  no  danger  and  came  to  the  fort.     Two  ventured 
first  one  very  old  fat  man  the  other  middle  aged,  but  gray.    You  are 
Mrs.  Long  said  one  of  them  ?    Yes.    What  have  you  to  eat  &  how  do 
you  get  it?    I  have  nothing  but  that  Red  fish  you  see  drying  in  the 
sun ;  I  have  lived  on  birds  until  my  amunition  became  exhausted  & 
now  I  having  recovered  my  hook  &  line,  I  catch  fish.    Then  said  one 
of  the  gentlemen,  I  will  go  to  our  vessel  &  bring  you  something.    He 
went  and  brought  a  little  meal  &  other  things,  the  first  bread  she  had 
eat  in  many  a  day.     The  other  man  at  the  same  time  said,  well  if 
there  is  a  deer  to  be  found  in  this  prarie  he  would  have  one ;  he  had 
not  been  gone  20  minutes  before  he  brought  in  a  fine  fat  buck.    That 
evening  they,  the  little  sloop  with  the  15  men  moored  in  the  bay  and 
sailed  next  morning  up  the  Sanjacinto.     The  other  four  sail  which 
mnde  their  appearance  at  the  same  time  with  this  sloop,  were  bound 
to  various  points ;  one  was  wrecked  on  the  Island  of  Galveston ;  one 
sailed  for  the  Brazos ;  one  for  some  other  point;  and  one  which  was 
bound  for  Matamoras  having  emigrants  aboard  destined  for  the  San- 
jacinto, anchored  at  the  Island  to  put  the  emigrants  aboard.  When  the 
little  sloop  sailed,  she  had  not  gone  scarcely  out  of  sight  when  a  little 
perogue  made  its  appearance  upon  the  waters.     It  contained  a  Mr. 
Smith  &  all  his  worldly  efi^eets;  he  came  from  Quelqushoo  [Calcasieu} 
where  Mrs.  Long  had  once  seen  him.    His  family  walked  on  the  beach 
whilst  he  rowed  the  perogue.    He  came  to  Bolivar.    Was  surprised  to 
find  Mrs.  Long  there  in  her  desolate  condition.    **I  am  better  off  said 
the  lady,  than  I  have  been  for  many  a  day,  for  I  now  have  cornmeal 
&  venison."    Smith  begged  her  to  accompany  him  up  the  Sanjacinto 
whither  he  was  bound ;  but  she  declined,  saying  that  she  would  remain 
at  the  fort  until  the  return  of  her  husband.    Well  then  said  Smith 
you  shall  not  remain  alone;  I  will  leave  my  daughter  Peggy  with 
you ;  and  on  my  reaching  place  of  destination  will  send  my  boy  James 
down  with  the  boat  with  provisions  for  you:    The  daughter  Peggy  was 
accordingly  left  with  Mrs.  Long.     The  next  day  the  captain  of  the 
vessel  on  the  Island  landing  the  emigrants,  came  in  a  small  boat  to 
Bolivar.    He  told  Mrs.  Long  that  he  had  read  in  N.  0.  paper,  that 
Genl.  Long  would  not  be  able  to  settle  his  business  in  Mexico  &  return 
short  of  twelve  months;  that  his  vessel  was  bound  for  Matamoras; 
that  if  she  thought  she  could  get  on  to  Mexico  from  that  port,  he 
would  safely  land  her  there  &  furnish  her  with  money  to  prosecute 
her  journey.    After  much  debate  she  concluded  to  «ail,  provided  he 
the  Capt  would  send  Miss  Smith  to  her  fathers  up  the  Sanjacinto. 
This  he  accordingly  done  in  his  small  boat.    Mrs.  Lonor  went  aboard 
-  the  vessel;  but  the  very  next  day  another  vessel  arrived  with  emi- 
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grants  and  casting  anchor  close  beside  the  one  which  she  was  in,  she 
commenced  conversation  with  some  of  them.  Col.  Pettis  was  of  the 
number.  He  told  her  that  he  had  also  seen  in  a  N.  O.  paper  that 
her  husband  would  shortly  sail  from  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruze  on  his 
way  home.  This  at  once  made  her  abandon  her  Matomoras  trip.  She 
again  went  to  Bolivar;  and  the  small  boat  that  took  Miss  Smith  up 
the  Sanjacinto,  passed  without  meeting  with  Smiths  boat  which  was 
at  the  same  time  discending  with  provisions  for  Mrs.  Long.  Smith** 
son  James  about  15  years  old  reached  Bolivar  and  the  next  morning 
Mrs.  Long  bid  adieu  to  the  Fort  and  went  with  James  up  the  San- 
jacinto to  Mrs.  Smith's,  about  20  or  30  odd  miles.  As  they  were 
asscending,  just  as  they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  San  Jacinto,  the 
vessel  which  had  brought  the  news  about  Long's  returning  home  as 
told  by  Col.  Pittis,  and  which  had  taken  all  the  passengers  from  the 
Matamoras  vessel  and  proceeded  up  the  Sanjacinto,  sank  as  Mrs. 
Lono:  arrived  in  sight.  The  families  10  in  number  had  just  got  their 
goods  &  effects  out  as  she  went  down  one  man,  Wallace  was  drowned 
She  reached  Smith's  in  March,  April  or  may  not  recollected.  The 
first  information  which  Mrs.  Long  received  of  the  fate  of  Q^nl.  Long 
was  from  a  letter  which  she  received  from  Abel  Terrell,  written  at 
Refugoe  dated  8  July  1822.  (see  the  letter).  At  Smiths  Mrs.  Long 
hired  an  old  man  to  rear  her  a  small  cabin  near  a  little  Bayou  where 
her  daughter  Ann  used  to  sit  and  angle;  Ann  was  about  five  years 
old  at  this  time.  Many  circumstances  occurred  here  with  her.  Emi- 
grants came  in  numerously.  Bradley,  Pettis,  Hughes  and  others ;  and 
old  Baley.  Wallace  who  had  been  drowned,  his  effects  were  now  to 
be  sold;  he  was  a  carpenter  with  splendid  chest  of  tools.  Mrs.  Long 
bought  a  little  pork  of  Dr.  Jeter  at  50  pr.  pound.  Capt  Randle  Jones, 
was  Administrator  on  Wallace's  effects.  One  of  Smith's  daughters 
took  up  with  a  man  without  marrying — her  father  dismissed  her — 
the  old  man  Smith  sickened  and  after  long  suffering  died.  During 
his  illness  he  was  so  badly  treated  by  his  own  family,  that  they  became 
alarmed  in  their  consciences  after  his  death  and  was  affraid  to  con- 
tinue longer  at  their  residence;  they  scattered  abroad.  Story  of 
Randle  Jones,  Randle  Jones  Mrs  Long  had  seen  in  the  army  with 
her  husband.  A  Mexican  brought  a  Cavayard  of  horses  in  that  neigh- 
borhood— Jones  bought  them,  giving  Wallace's  chest  of  tools  in  part 
payment;  the  balance  he  was  to  pay  partly  in  money  and  partly  in 
goods.  Mrs.  Long  had  some  callico,  lace  &  other  articles ;  Jones  came 
to  her  to  procure  them  to  nid  him  in  paying  the  Mexican  for  the 
Cavayard;  Mrs.  Long  let  him  have  articles  to  the  amt.  of  50  dollars 
for  which  he  was  to  pay  the  cash  down ;  he  had  a  $100  Bill  which  he 
could  not  get  changed;  so  he  erave  his  duebill  for  50$  until  he  could 
get  his  Bank  no'^e  changed.  Mrs  Long  let  him  at  the  same  time  have 
6.  or  7.$  Her  Bill  as^ninst  him  for  the  sroods  is  at'll  in  existence :  the 
paper  is  still  preserved.  It  runs  thus — Shawl  $7.00 — Callico  $12.75 — 
Lace  2.50— ditto  4.62  1/2— Stockings  1.50— ditto  1.00— making  the 
sum  of  $39.37  1/2  cts.  On  the  back  of  this  acct.  a  due  Bill  is  written 
running  thus  **Due  Mrs.  Long  Fifty  dollars  for  Value  received  of  her 
this  20th  June  1822.  R.  Jones"  so  signed  copied  word  for  word. 
The  cash  &  other  thincrs  given  but  not  in  the  memorandum  of  articles 
added  to  the  39*37  1/2  made  a  bill  of  50$  for  which  the  due  Bill  vras 
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given.  Jones  said  nothing  about  paying  her — about  10  days  after 
this  transaction,  the  whole  settlement  was  breaking  up  their  tents  & 
removing  to  other  places.  Mrs.  Long  went  up  to  Mr.  Rankinson's 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Sanjacinto,  which  was  at  that  day  the  public 
highway.  Then  she  had  a  camp  erected  of  boards,  a  mere  shelter. 
Kandle  Jones  &  his  brother  James  boarded  with  Mrs.  Long;  the  "two 
Jones  had  each  a  negro ;  they  hunted  &  supplied  the  table.  He  said 
nothing  about  pay  all  this  time — she  continued  sewing  cooking  wash- 
ing &c  for  them  in  return  for  the  venison  which  they  furnished. — 
Last  of  August  a  negro  man  belonging  to  Mr.  Calvert  of  the  U.  S.  ar- 
rived with  a  letter  desiring  Mrs.  Long  to  return  to  the  United  States. 
Two  days  after  the  negro's  arrival  Mrs  Long  received  letters  from 
Trespelacios  who  had  returned  from  Mexico  and  was  Govr.  Commt 
of  Texas;  he  was  at  San  Antonio— saying  that  he  would  have  sent 
money  to  her  but  that  he  knew  the  great  uncertainty  of  her  getting 
it;  but  that  if  she  could  reach  Bexar,  she  should  be  supplied  with 
«very  thing.  She  declined  returning  to  her  sisters  Mrs.  Calverts,  and 
concluded  to  go  to  San  Antonio  to  Trespelacios.  She  accordingly 
began  preparing  for  the  journey.  She  had  a  horse  to  procure.  One 
wag  ogered  for  sale  by  a  Mexican,  Randle  Jones  told  her  the  horse 
was  worthless ;  Mr.  Rankin  bought  the  horse.  Mrs  Long  had  the  horse 
which  Calvert's  negro  rode  &  a  mule  which  the  negro  had  brought 
with  him.  Still  she  had  to  get  another.  Rankin  had  given  three 
gallons  of  whiskey  for  him.  Mrs.  Long  purchased  the  horse  of  him 
at  tie  price  of  $30— with  the  agreement  that  she  was  to  return  the 
horse  or  another  as  good  She  had  no  money  to  spare,  having  only 
$25  to  bear  her  expenses  to  Bexar;  die  accordingly  placed  silver 
spoons  &  other  artieles  of  greatly  more  value  than  the  horse  in  the 
hands  of  Rankin,  out  of  which  he  was  to  pay  himself  for  the  horse 
if  it  were  not  returned  or  one  as  good  in  his  place.  Rankin  preferred 
a  horse  to  the  money.  Mrs.  Long,  the  jomey  being  long  and  dan- 
gerous, asked  the  two  Jones  what  they  would  charge  to  accompany; 
they  said  they  charge  nothing;  for  they  were  anxious  to  go  themselves 
to  Bexar  to  see  on  what  terms  they  were  to  remain  in  the  country. 
They  were  badly  dressed,  clad  exclusively  in  dirty  buckskin;  of 
which  Mrs.  Long  had  a  right  to  be  a  little  asshamd  so  she  gave  them 
some  of  Genl.  Longs  clothes;  and  being  tolerably  decently  arrayed, 
they  all  sat  out  on  their  journey  Mrs.  Long  her  infant  her  daughter 
Ann  &  Kian  the  two  Joneses  &  the  nogro  man  of  Calverts  and  the 
two  negroes  of  the  Jones.  Randle  Jones  promised  to  pay  Mrs.  Long 
his  due  Bill  at  Labihia  where  he  said  he  could  get  his  $100  note 
changed;  he  however  on  their  arrival  there  did  not  only  fail  to  pay 
her,  but  she  had  to  pay  his  tavern  bill  for  him.  They  stopped  at  Mrs. 
Price's  a  Mexican  landlady  but  the  widdow  of  an  American.  Mrs. 
Price  did  not  charge  Mrs.  Long  anything.  Randle  Jones  went  throuerh 
town  to  get  his  hundred  note  broke,  the  same  doubtless  which  he 
wan^^ed  Mrs.  Long  to  change  when  be  bought  the  goods  of  her.  Jones 
could  not  get  it  changed  in  town — he  met  with  Jared  Gross  in  the 
streets  and  presented  the  BUI  to  him  to  have  it  broke  saying  that  the 
Bill  was  Mrs.  Longs  &  he  wanted  it  broke  for  her,  that  she  had  sent 
him ;  Gross  examined  the  Bill  which  he  at  once  rejected  as  eounterfit. 
This  he  told  to  Mrs.  Long  six  years  afterward.  Jones  not  being  able 
to  settle  his  bill  at  Prices,  be  had  to  give  the  lady  his  note  of  hand, 
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which  however  Mrs.  Price  would  not  receive  unless  Mrs.  Lonpr  would 
endorse  it  as  security;  she  done  so;  afterward  had  to  pay  the  same 
and  now  holds  it  still  against  said  Handle  Jones. — 

The  company  consisting  of  Mrs.  Long  with  her  child  in  her  arms; 
her  daughter  Ann  and  her  negro  girl  Kian  and  Mr.  Calverts  ne^o 
man  Tom;  the  two  Jones  with  their  two  negroes.  Mrs.  Long  had 
two  horses  and  one  mule;  she  rode  one  horse;  herself  carrying  her 
infant  in  her  arms  the  other  was  packed  &  rode  by  her  daughter  Ann ; 
the  mule  was  packed.  The  Jones  had  one  horse  between  them ;  they 
rode  &  tied  alternately.  (The  boy  Tom,  Kian  &  Jones  two  little 
negroes  all  walked)  They  left  their  hut  at  Sanjacinto  at  Rankin 
on  the  19th  day  of  Septr.  1822  a  memorable  date  rendered  so  by  the 
circumstance  that  Genl.  Long  had  left  fort  Bolivar  on  the  same  date 
a  year  before.  He  left  Bolivar  for  Labihia  19th  Septr.  1821.  The 
first  days  journey  was  a  few  miles  only  6  miles  to  the  Prarie  where 
they  struck  a  camp  where  they  remained  9  days  drying  beef  &  venison 
for  the  jorney.  On  leaving  the  camp,  they  met  Wm.  Hall  and  Mn 
Moore  just  from  the  Interior ;  he  gave  Mrs  Long  a  letter  from  Tres- 
pelacios  see  letter  dated  9  Septr.  1822.  Randle  Jones  had  a  rifle 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Long,  he  wanted  to  swap  it  for  one  which  hall  had; 
she  to  please  him  consented  and  she  gave  Hall  two  dollars  to  boot. 
She  moved  on  now  with  double  gladness  in  consequence  of  the  letter 
from  Trespelacios.  Trespelacios  in  his  letters  stated  that  he  wanted 
Mrs.  Long  to  reach  Bexar  at  the  same  time  with  his  wife  whom  he 
daily  expected.  He  had  not  seen  his  wife  in  9  years  the  date  of  his 
imprisonment  in  Cuba.  His  family  during  his  imprisonment  was 
reduced  to  a  mere  slave  to  grind  com  for  the  soldiers.  Mrs.  Long^ 
hurried  on.  Nothing  occurred.  They  reach  the  Brazos  &  crossingr  it 
stopped  at  John  McFarlings  who  lived  on  the  spot  where  San  Fillippe 
was  subsequently  located.  As  yet  they  had  nothing  to  carry  water 
in.  Mr.  McFarling  prepared  a  small  powder  keg  for  them,  for  that 
purpose.  From  McFarling  they  proceeded  to  the  Colorado ;  her  infant 
with  a  burning  fever;  tarried  at  Mr.  Allies.  A  few  days  before  this 
an  american  had  been  murdered  on  this  river.  Nothing  occurred 
until  they  reached  the  Gaudalupe,  little  before  sunset.  About  a 
mile  from  the  river  on  the  edge  of  the  praraire,  was  a  large  lagoon  of 
water ;  the  horses  were  almost  famished ;  seeing  the  water  they  rushed 
to  it  to  drink;  as  they  got  to  the  Lagoon,  a  large  body  of  Karanka- 
ways  Indians  were  discovered  in  the  prararie,  gathering  up  their 
Cavyard.  They  were  all  naked  &  painted ;  they  seized  up  their  bows 
and  came  rushing  upon  the  party  yelling  &  in  threatning  attitude. 
One  Indian  seized  the  gun  in  the  hands  of  the  negro  Tom.  The 
Jones  and  the  negro  Tom  prepared  for  fight.  The  Indians  however 
committed  no  outrage  except  their  insulting  &  threating  attitude.  They 
insisted  upon  the  party's  camping  with  them  that  tiight;  but  Mrs. 
Long  peremptorily  refusing,  the  party  moved  on  without  molestation 
from  the  Indians.  She  crossed  the  river  and  camped  on  the  other 
side.  Jones  wanted  to  go  out  to  the  Prararie,  where  two  americans 
and  two  mexicans  were  encamped ;  but  she  said  no ;  she  would  camp 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  because  there  was  no  other  point  at  which 
the  stream  could  be  crossed  without  swimming,  and  she  said  if  the 
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Indians  should  attempt  that  night  to  cross,  there  was  the  point  to 
give  them  battle.    Accordingly  they  sent  their  horses  to  the  prararie 
and  pitched  their  camp  immideately  on  the  bank  of  the*  river.    Early 
next  morning  her  party  assisted  the  other  travellers  across  the  stream 
and  both  parties  proceeded  on  their  jorney,  Mrs.  Long  for  Labhia  and 
the  other  party  to  the  Colorado  after  provisions  to  carry  to  Labhia. 
Mrs.  Long  reached  Labehia  that  night  about  8  odk;  next  morning 
early  the  news  came  the  the  [sic]  party  which  she  had  parted  with 
at  the  Guadalupe,  had  been  murdered  viz  —  the  two  Americans  were 
murdered;  the  two  mexicans  escaped;  murdered  by  the  Indians  who 
had  encountered  Mrs.  Long.    She  had  to  sacrifise  a  fine  gold  watch 
her  own  to  raise  money  to  aid  the  Jones.    She  remained  three  days 
or  four  was  well  received  by  all  persons.     A  Ball  was  given  her ; 
she  declined  dancing  being  in  deep  mourning  for  the  loss  of  her 
husband;  but  the  Priest  of  the  place  insisted  on  dancing  with  her, 
an  honor  which  she  could  not  deny;   she   danced  with  the  Revd. 
Gentleman.    She  left  Labihia  on  the  14th  Octr.  1822.    Nothing  hap- 
pened on  her  three  days  jorney  to   San  Antonio.     She  reach  the 
L'Alalamo,  the  fort  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  after  dinner  stopped 
with  Laburn,  a  frenchman,  with  a  negro  wife,  and  notified  the  Govt. 
Trespelacios  of  her  arrival;  in  the  evening  she  crossed  the  river  to 
Don  Erasmo  Sagine's  where  a  room  had  been  previously  prepared  for 
her.    The  Govr.  was  not    keeping  house;  &  his  wife  reached  Bexar 
that  very  day ;  the  day  on  Mrs.  Long  arrived.  Sagine  was  not  at  home ; 
in  the  Interior.    Baron  Bastrop  conducted  Mrs.  Long  from  Laburn 's 
to  Sagine's;  he  had  been  sent  by  Trespalacios.     The  next  day  Tres- 
pelacios &  wife  called  on  her.    He  sent  for  the  Joneses — offered  to 
pay  them  for  coming  with  Mrs.  Long;  they  declined  receiving  pay, 
saying  they  had  come  on,  on  their  own  account ;  they  were  however 
supplied  with  provisions  &c  &c  —  She  remained  boarding  about  3 
months  with  Sagine's  family;  there  were  two  kitchens  attached  to 
the  premises  so  Mrs.  Long  taking  possession  of  one  of  their  com- 
menced boarding  herself,  furnishing  her  own  supplies  &  servants, 
yet  remaing  in  one  of  Sagine's  room,    she  continued  there  3  months. 
Mr.  Mulcado,  the  merchant  at  N.  0  &  friend  to  Trespelacios  now 
arrived  at  Bexar;  Trespelacios  was  under  some  obligations  to  Mul- 
cardo  in  his  days  of  tribulation  in  N.  O,  and  now  that  it  was  in  his 
power  to  repay  him  he  wrote  for  Mulcardo  to  come  on.     He  came. 
His  family  &  Mrs.  Long's  now  lived  in  the  same  house,  she  having 
left  Sagine's.    She  was  not  long  in  this  situation,  before  a  new  revo- 
lution broke  out  in  Mexico;   Iterbede  was  put  down;   Trespelacios 
his  friend  hanging  on  to  his  fortunes  &  not  joining  with  the  trium- 
phant party,  was  expelled  from  office.     He  retired  with  his  family 
to  Monterrey  and  Murcardo  &  family  follow  with  him.     He  pressed 
Mrs.  Long  to  go  also,  pledging  every  thing  to  her  which  her  necessity 
might  require.     Mrs.  Long  however  declined.     She  now  began  to 
turn  her  eyes  once  more  towards  her  sisters  in  the  U.  S.     But  how 
could  she  get  there.     Trespelacios  and  Mulcardo  having  been  dis- 
missed from  office  was  stripped  of  their  resources,  so  Trespelacios 
could  no  longer  afford  assistance  to  Mrs.  Long  toward  sending  her 
to  the  US.     Nevertheless  a  friend  did  arise  to  help  her;  a  friend 
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worth  having:  Leonard  Peck  was  the  man ;  a  merchant  there.  A  f  animln 
ahaost  prevailed  at  that  time,  com  20$  pr.  Bushel.  Peck  sent  to 
know  if  Mrs.  Long  wanted  assistance —  he  was  about  accompanying 
Trespelacios  to  the  interior  —  and  as  the  Govt,  could  no  longer 
help  her,  he  would.  He  was  aiming  to  take  his  goods  to  Monterrey. 
He  told  Mrs  Long  that  tho'  he  was  not  personally  known  to  her, 
he  knew  her  from  character ;  he  knew  Genl.  Long  well ;  he  knew  also 
that  her  necessities  would  shortly  become  great;  that  he  was  an 
american;  a  republican  and  was  willing  to  serve  her  —  he  further 
stated  that  since  the  change  in  the  Govt,  of  Bexar,  he  had  deter- 
mined to  take  his  goods  on  mules  to  Monterrey  in  compny  with 
Trespelacios  —  that  he  would  probably  dispose  of  them  &  return 
in  about  3  months ;  on  his  return  he  would  if  she  wished  to  go  to  the 
US,  he  would  furnish  her  with  money;  in  the  mean  time  he  now 
proffered  her  something  to  support  her  until  he  sould  get  back  from 
Monterrey.  Being  a  stranger  to  Mrs.  Long,  she  politely  declined 
receiving  any  thing  from  him.  He  made  thise  proposition  in  writing 
by  letter.  When  his  good  offices  were  rejected,  as  he  conceived  thro' 
false  pride,  he  visited  Mrs.  Long  in  person,  and  renewed  his  kind 
offices.  He  said  he  never  would  leave  until  he  saw  her  provided 
for.  Mrs  Long  told  him  she  would  receive  money  from  him  on  condi- 
tion that  he  would  take  her  jewelry,  ear  rings  finger  rings,  2  fine 
dresses,  veils  &  other  articles,  which  she  conceived  would  be  in  demand 
in  the  interior,  and  dispose  of  them  there  &  refund  himself  with  the 
proceeds.  To  this  he  was  forced  to  yield  against  his  generous  nature. 
He  placed  500$  in  her  hands  for  safe  keeping  until  his  return ;  gave 
her  as  much  or  more  for  her  own  use  as  the  articles  could  possibly 
command ;  sent  3  bags  of  coffee  worth  2$  pr.  pound,  for  her  use  &  to 
sell  if  she  chose;  Bought  one  or  two  bushels  of  corn  at  20$  pr. 
bushel  and  then  went  all  round  town  and  secretly  bought  up  bread 
at  a  most  enormous  price  and  had  it  conveyed  to  her  at  night  that 
it  might  not  be  known  she  had  so  much.  If  known  she  had  so  much 
bread,  she  could  not  have  kept  it  in  safety.  She  carefully  &  secretly 
locked  it  up  in  her  chest.  Now  said  the  generous  Peck;  madam  if 
your  pride  will  allow  you  to  suffer,  you  must  censure  yourself,  you 
have  means  to  go  upon  until  I  get  back.  Peek  furnished  Trespelacios 
&  Mulcardo  with  money  to  travel  on. — 

The  Arms,  guns,  pistols,  swords  &c  which  had  been  taken  from 
Genl.  Long  &  his  men  when  taken  prisoners,  were  now  in  Trespelacios 
possession  as  Govr.  of  Bexar;  on  his  departure  he  turned  them  over 
to  Mrs.  Long  as  her  rightful  property;  she  sold  them  afterwards  to 
Itooda  or  Ittuda  for  a  mule  &  horse  when  she  was  about  to  depart. 
The  arms  were  not  sold  to  Ittuda  until  Pecks  return  from  the  Interior, 
&  until  Mrs.  Long  was  about  to  leave  San  Antonio.  What  became  of 
the  Joneses?  They  tarried  at  Bexar  a  week  or  10  days  and  left  for 
Rankins  again  on  Sanjacinto.  Mrs.  Long  gave  Randle  Jones  the  horse 
which  she  had  conditionally  bought  of  Rankins ;  and  her  rifle  gun,  with 
instructions  that  he  was  to  leave  them  with  Rankins  if  he  should  go 
by  there  and  if  not  to  deliver  them  to  Mr.  Calvert  o  nthe  Redriver.  He 
stopped  at  Rankins,  but  refused  to  deliver  up  the  horse  or  gun,  and 
never  delivered  either  to  Mr.  Calvert ;  he  has  not  accounted  for  either 
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of  them  as  yet  although  the  Hoi^  was  subsequently  sold  iot  $75.00 ; 
the  riflle  was  worth  fifty  dollars  which  sum  he  had  been  once  offered 
for  it.  The  note  he  gave  to  Mrs.  Price  at  Labahia  for  his  bill  &  en- 
dorsed by  Mrs,  Long,  Mrs  Long  when  at  San  Antonio  had  sell  her 
watch  to  pay  it ;  a  fine  watch  chain  &c  costing  $250.00  she  sold  for 
$65.00  30  of  which  went  for  said  note  — . 

Peck  was  gone  nearly  four  months.  The  things  of  Mrs.  Long 
which  he  was  to  have  taken  on  to  Monterrey  as  may  be  readily 
anticipated  by  the  generous  reader  n^ver  left  San  Antonio.  Peck 
agreed  to  take  them  without  any  intention  of  doing  so  —  So  soon 
as  he  left  Bexar,  the  articles  were  by  his  order  returned  to  their 
owner.  He  was  absent  as  said  nearly  four  months.  On  his  return, 
he  renewed  his  kind  offices  to  assist  Mrs.  Long  to  the  US.  The  arms 
&c  of  Long's  soldiers  were  given  for  a  mule  &  horse.  Proper  stores 
were  laid  in  for  the  jorney.  The  party  sat  out  on  the  6th  August 
1823.  Peck,  (&  Pye  —  his  partner  in  trade)  had  30  or  40  mules 
along  all  of  the  best  kind  &  many  laden  with  silver  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  goods  in  New  Orleans  &  the  mules  were  to  pack  the 
goods.  Several  hirelings  along;  two  Mexican  Multeers.  Mrs.  Long 
had  her  two  children  Peck  carried  the  infant,  and  Ann  rode  on  a 
gentle  mule  purchased  specially  for  her.  The  first  days  journey 
was  to  creek  called  Seawillow,  where  they  camped.  The  next  day 
they  overtook  a  poor  family ;  it  was  proposed  that  that  the  children 
should  be  carried  on  the  mules;  accordingly  two  gentlemen  bound 
for  Pecon  point,  took  up  each  behind  him  a  child,  whilst  poor  Pye 
took  up  upon  his  crupper  a  young  lady;  and  on  they  all  jogged. 
Pye  was  so  laughed  at  in  consequence  of  his  load,  that  he  thought 
he  would  the  next  day  get  rid  of  her  by  stratagem ;  accordingly  he 
caught  the  wildest  mule  in  company  and  mounting  it  with  his  fair 
baggage  behind,  the  mule  commenced  kicking  like  the  devil  was  in 
him,  and  threw  poor  Pye  and  the  lady  head  long  in  a  Mudhole.  This 
was  what  Pye  wanted.  But  he  was  not  so  easily  to  get  rid  of  crupper 
companion.  Nothing  daunted,  the  mule  being  recaught  &  remounted 
by  Pye,  she  jumped  up  behind  him  again  to  try  it ;  and  to  be  more 
safe  on  the  second  trial,  she  placed  a  leg  on  either  side  of  the  animal, 
which  renewing  his  wonted  habit  off  he  went  stampeding  like  a 
whilwind  thro'  the  forest.  The  riders  were  soon  left  behind.  Pye, 
not  able  to  get  rid  of  his  anoyance,  changed  his  mule  and  journeyed 
on  with  sobriety  &  gravity.  A  pad  was  afterward  prepared  for  the 
lady  &  a  mule  furnished  her  for  her  own  use ;  she  mounted  astraddle 
and  thus  finished  her  journy;  the  whole  poor  family  reached  the 
Trinity  their  place  of  destination  sound  &  safe  having  been  conveyed 
&  supported  by  Peck  &  Pye  &  their  travelling  companions. 

At  the  Brazos,  an  old  gentleman  widower  proposed  marrige  to 
ilrs.  Long;  He  enqurid  of  Peck  if  she  would  marry;  Peck  thought 
that  she  would  as  it  was  a  kind  of  natural  failing  with  widows  to 
marry.  The  old  gentleman  tried  many  arts  to  engraciate  himself 
in  her  graces ;  most  ludichrous !  but  failed  &  was  left  to  mourn  her 
departure.  He  feasted  them  on  watermellons ;  but  it  would  not  all 
do  —  his  wife  had  died  10  days  previously  When  they  reached 
Bobbins  on  the  Trinity,  a  fine  American  mire  purchased  at  San 
Antonio  by  Mrs.  Long  was  claimed  by  Robbins;  she  had  Robbin's 
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brand;  &  Mrs.  Long  gave  up  the  animal.  Prom  Trinity  to  Nacog- 
doches nothing  occurred  except  the  kicking  up  of  mules.  The  negro 
Tom  became  obstreperous.  The  idea  entered  into  his  head,  that  if 
he  could  keep  west  of  the  Sabine  he  would  be  free;  hence  there  was 
some  difficulty  in  gitting  him  along;  he  however  was  persuaded  to 
move  on.  In  the  Jese  Bayou  a  negro  man  belonging  to  Genl.  Long 
and  who  had  been  run  away,  was  recovered.  They  also  overtook 
here  Mr.  Calvert.  All  moved  on  to  Nacatosh ;  there  Peck  and  Pye 
divided  their  mules  and  money ;  Pye  went  one  way  and  his  after  hys- 
tory  is  not  known,  whilst  Peck  carried  his  mules  to  Alexandria 
where  he  left  them  whilst  he  went  to  N.  0.  after  goods  which  was 
laid  in,  but  the  boat  in  ascending  the  river  sunk  and  ma[n]y  of  his 
good  were  materially  damaged.  He  packed  his  mules  and  preceded 
again  to  Texas;  to  San  Antonio.  Mrs.  Long  stopped  with  her  sister 
Calvert  near  Alexandria.  They  reached  Alexandria  just  one  month 
to  a  day  from  the  time  of  leaving  San  Antonio;  Septr.  6,  1823.  Peck 
was  gone  to  San  Antonio  -with  his  goods  about  9  months;  having 
disposed  of  his  goods  at  San  Antonia,  he  returned  with  a  large 
quantity  of  Silver.  Bought  largely  at  New  York,  shipped  then  to 
the  Brazos  &  thence  packed  then  to  the  interior  on  mules.  He  con- 
tinued the  trade  several  years,  became  very  wealthy ;  and  as  late  as 
1832,  he  sailed  for  Tabasco,  where  he  has  not  been  heard  from. 

Mrs.  Long  remained  with  Mrs.  Calvert  her  sister  near  Alexandria 
nearly  6  months  —  then  visited  her  sister  Miller  Che'sley  that  was 
in  Mississippi  where  she  lost  her  youngest  daughter.  She  remained 
at  Mr.  IMillers  nearly  6  months. 

Mrs.  Long  remained  at  Calverts  about  6  months  She  was  prepar 
ing  for  a  visit  to  her  sister  Miller  (formerly  Mj's.  Chesley)  in  Missis- 
sippi. She  had  placed  her  foot  in  the  stirrup  and  soon  on  the  eve  of 
mounting  when  a  gentleman  rode  up  in  great  haste  and  calling  her 
by  name,  she  turned  her  face  and  recognized  her  old  friend  and 
friend  &  companion  in  arms  with  Genl.  Long  —  it  was  Milam.  She 
had  not  seen  or  scarcely  heard  of  him  since  he  sailed  with  Trespela- 
cios  from  Bolivar.  He  had  been  long  imprisoned  in  Mexico  —  had 
met  with  many  difficulties  —  he  was  now  safe,  and  through  all  his 
trials  &  troubles  had  borne  safely  the  papers  concerning  the  death 
of  Genl.  Long  —  Genl.  Long's  accounts  with  the  Mexican  Govt, 
which  he  now  was  prepared  &  ready  to  deliver  to  Mrs.  Long.  He 
had  also  brought  with  him  all  Genl.  Longs  clothes,  even  those  in 
which  he  was  killed,  still  bloody  as  when  he  died.  (See  the  letters 
he  wrote  Mrs.  Long  on  giving  her  these  papers  &  clothes)  Milam, 
accompanied  Mrs.  Long  in  her  visit  to  Miller's  in  IMississippi.  He 
remained  with  her  then  more  than  a  week ;  gave  her  papers  &c,  and 
a  hystory  of  his  own  adventures;  bid  adieu  to  Mrs.  Long,  went  to 
Natches,  wrote  a  letter  to  her  from  there;  thence  to  New  Orleans 
wrote  again,  sailed  thence  for  Vera  Cruz  —  reached  Mexico  from 
N.  0  in  18  days,  the  quickest  journey  ever  known.  At  Mexico,  he 
wrote  Mrs.  Long  again,  detailing  his  interview  with  Trespelacios, 
who  approaching  him  to  embrace  him,  Milam  knocked  him  down. 

Mrs.  Long  during  her  visit  to  Millers  lost  her  youngest  child.  She 
remained  there  about  6  months  and  then  returned  to  Mr.  Calverts  at 
Alexandria  who  had  broken  up  housekeping  &  were  preparing  to 
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move  to  Texas.  Mrs.  Long  and  her  sister  Calvert  now  all  moved  to 
this  County.  They  left  in  the  Spring,  probably  in  March,  Mr.  Cal- 
vert had  preceded  them  with  his  negroes  —  to  the  Nache  where  they 
made  a  crop  of  corn,  Mrs.  Long  went  to  Grosses  on  the  Brazos, 
where  she  spent  the  summer  there;  returned  to  the  nache,  and  from 
there  to  San  Fillippe.  She  reached  San  Fillippe  deer.  1825.  Con- 
tinued San  Fillippe  till  March  1832  when  she  removed  to  Brazoria, 
where  she  has  remained  ever  since,  save  a  few  months  when  forced 
to  retreat  to  Galveston  during  the  Mexican  invasion  in  April  1836— 

When  she  landed  in  San  Fillippe  she  was  not  in  possession  of  100$ 
worth  of  proprty  —  she  had  labored  under  every  privation  &  is  now 
wealthy  [?] —  She  gave  Rankin  another  horse,  and  recovered  her 
spoons  and  other  articles  left  with  him  five  years  after  she  departed 
from  Sanjacinto — 

During  her  stay  at  Bexar,  Don  Manuel  Etudra  &  wife  would  have 
her  Longs  child  christened  by  the  Catholics.  Dressing  the  child  in 
splendid  style  &  giving  4  dols  to  the  girl  Kian  to  carry  the  child  to 
the  Church,  they  all  went;  made  a  great  feast  &  frolick,  several 
hundred  dollars  were  scattered  among  the  poor  in  the  church,  & 
those  who  could  not  attend,  had  the  Balatv,  this  may  not  be  the  right 
word  that  is  their  part  of  the  distribution  money,  sent  to  them. 
When  long  after  the  same  child  died  in  Mississippi,  on  hearing  of  it 
at  San  Antonio,  mass  was  held  for  it.  Such  was  the  high  regard  in 
which  Mrs.  Long  was  held  by  the  Mexicans. 

One  faithful  dog,  that  guarded  the  door  of  Mrs.  Long's  door  when 
she  was  alone  at  Bolivar,  accompanied  her  up  to  Rankin's  —  he  was 
nearly  famished  for  water  and  when  he  got  to  a  stream,  drank  until 
it  killed  him. 

Benjamin  R.  Milam. 

lie  sailed  with  Trespelacios  from  Bolivar.  Long  came  on 
afterward  via  Labhia,  Antonio  Monterry.  They  all  roomed  together, 
Jn  E  Austin  with  them,  in  Mexico.  Long  was  killed.  Milam  sus- 
pected Trespelacios  having  some  agency  in  it,  he  looking  on  Long 
as  a  rival  for  the  chief  command  of  Texas;  no  satisfactory  evidence 
of  this  charge  however.  Trespelacios  was  appointed  Govr.  Genl.  of 
Texas.  On  his  arrival  at  San  Antonio  he  sent  for  Mrs.  Long.  One 
of  his  letters  was  delivered  to  Mrs.  Long  as  she  was  at  the  Brazos  on 
her  jorney. to  Bexar;  delivered  by  Wm.  Hall.  In  that  letter  Tres- 
pelacios speaks  of  conspiracis  against  his  life  by  Americans  who  wish 
the  appointment  he  reed,  of  Govr.  Texas.  Milam  &  John  Austin  was 
probably  alluded  to  as  the  Americans.  Milam  told  Mrs.  Long  that 
he  and  John  Austin  and  others  had  conspired  against  the  life  of 
Trespelacios;  they  followed  on  after  Trespelacios;  they  the  con- 
spirators were  to  meet  at  Saltillo ;  there  some  of  the  party  betrayed 
the  matter,  and  they  were  all  taken  back  to  Mexico  as  prisoners. 
Milam  &  Austin  &  all  of  them  remained  incarserated ;  after  Iterbede 
was  dethroned,  they  were  released,  and  conveyed  to  Norfolk  in  Vir- 
ginia. Milam  on  his  way  from  Norfolk  heard  of  Mrs.  Long's  being 
in  Alexandria;  he  went  immediately  to  see  her;  accompanied  her  on 
a*  visit  to  her  sister's  in  Mississippi.  "Without  going  to  Texas,  he 
sailed  from  N  0.  to  Vera  Criz  thence  to  Mexico.  Austin  &  Milam 
liarted  in  Norfolk  Austin  came  on  to  Texas. 
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Milam's  object  in  visiting  Mexico  wag  to  have  his  accounts  &e 
SJKttled  witb  Govt. —  How  long  he  remd.  is  not  remembered  by  Mrs. 
Long.  She  met  with  him  next  in  San  Pillippe  in  1825  or  6. —  on  his 
way  to  the  U.  S.  whence  he  sailed  again  to  Mexico  and  returned 
agaii>  to  San  Fillippe.  This  was  in  1827.  He  visits  the  U.  S.  again; 
thjence  he  sails  to  England,  to  sell  certain  gold  mine^  to  which  he 
had  some  claims.  He  returned  from  England  to  the  U  S,  started 
steam  boats  up  Red  River  to  settle  his  colony  at  Pecon  Point — 

Mrs.  Long  took  her  daughter  Ann  to  the  US;  NatcU^s,  to  school. 
She  left  3rd  April  1830.  Reach  Natches  safely,  placed  Ann  with 
Mr.  Miller  to  go  to  shool.  Ann  was  then  14  years  old  26  Novr. 
1830.  She  married  Edwd.  Winston  8th  January  1831.  from  Virginia- 
Mrs.  Long  remained  in  Louisiana  until  April  1831,  and  then  leaving, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Dunbar  &  her  husband,  landed  in  Brazoria  10 
lyiay  1831.  Mrs.  Long  heard  of  Milam  as  she  passed  N.  0.  but  did 
not  see  him.  They  came  all  in  a  vessel  from  N.  0,  to  to  [sic]  Mata- 
gorda. Crosby  commanded  it.  Mr.  Dunbar  &  Lady  soon  returned 
home.  DiflSculty  in  procuring  conveyance  from  Matagorda  to  Bra- 
zoria, Mr.  [Mrs.]  Long  and  Mr.  Winston  had  to  foot  it;  the  balance 
of  the  company  being  provided  for.  They  were  three  days  to  Bra- 
zoria the  distance  only  45  miles.  Dunbar  was  a  cripple  &  his  wife 
weighed  two  hundred,  so  they  were  placed  in  a  small  waggon.  First 
day  they  reached  Root.  Williams  —  2nd  day,  got  to  Jos.  Mimm's, 
third  day  Brazoria.  Stopped  at  Tavern  kept  by  Wm.  T.  Austin 
Brazoria.  Mrs.  Long's  at  this  time  made  her  home  at  Mr.  Calverts. 
From  Brazoria  they  went  next  day  to  McNeil's  landing  —  Night 
overtook  them  there  —  dreadful  rain  &  storm,  this  was  the  5  day  — 
on  the  6  reach  Mr.  Calverts  — 

No.  704 

1838  Apr.  7,  M[IRABBAU]  B[UONAPARTB]  L[AMAE],  HOUS« 

TON,  [TEXAS],  TO  [JANE  H.  WILKINSON]  LONG, 

[RICHMOND?  TEXAS] 

Sending  specimen  sheets  of  chapter  10  of  an  intended  publicatioij 
upon  Long's  expedition  into  Texas.    Printed.    1  p. 
Accompanying  sheets,  16  p. 

No.  705 

1838  Apr.  10,  [M.  B.]  LAMAR.    THIRD  ADDRESS  TO  THE 
SENATE,  [HOUSTON] 

General  Lamar's 
Third  Address  to  the  Senate 
At  the  adjourned  Session  of  April  10th  1838. 


Qientlemen  of  th^  S^ate, 

In  greeting  you  on  the  riesumption  of  YO\kv  legislative 
di;ti^3,  I  aff^  happy  in  having  so  mmy  canines  of  congratislatiw  t» 
offer,  and  so  few  subjects  of  fiiscoijtent  tq  Ify  before  yw.    We  ^ 
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in  the  eBJoymeut  of  nndisturbed  repose,  and  in  the  progress  of  the 
most  rapid  advaaeement.  No  enemy  appears  upon  our  bordera 
Peace,  pteity  and  prosperity  pervade  the  land.  Our  citzens,  indus- 
trious and  orderly — ^yielding  a  ready  obedience  to  the  laws,— are 
quietly  pursuing  their  various  vocations,  greatly  to  their  individual 
advantage,  and  equally  conducive  to  the  general  welfare  and  national 
l^ory.  Amidst  these  blessings,  let  us  remember  the  Great  fountain  of 
benevolence  from  whom  they  flow,  and  ever  bear  in  mind,  that  their 
continuance  must  depend  upon  fidelity  to  our  country  and  gratitude 
to  God. 

Recently  there  have  been  some  manifestations  on  the  part  of  the 
Mexican  government  to  recommence  hostilities.  Independently  of 
the  vessels  of  war  which  are  supposed  to  be  hovering  on  our  coast, 
the  President  of  Mexico,  in  his  recent  annual  speech  to  the  National 
Congress,  announces  the  progress  of  his  preparations  for  another  in- 
vasion of  our  country.  His  views  seem  to  be  sanctioned  and  sustained 
by  that  body ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  exhausted  and  distracted  condi- 
tion of  the  Country,  we  might  be  called  again  to  rebuke  in  the  battle 
field,  an  insolent  and  sanguinary  foe,  who  seeks  to  rear  upon  our  beau- 
tiful plains  an  enduring  monument  of  their  desolation.  It  rests  with 
Congress  to  determine  what  degree  of  importance  ought  to  be  attached 
to  these  belligerent  indications.  It  is  not  my  province  to  call  your 
attention  to  any  system  of  public  defence.  That  duty  belongs  to 
another  department  of  government,  and  will  doubtless  be  presented  in 
due  time ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  repeat,  what  I  have  expressed  on  former 
oeeasions,  that  it  is  neither  wise  nor  politic  to  place  too  great  a  re- 
liance upon  the  imbecility  of  an  enemy;  it  is  far  better  that  tho 
national  safety  should  be  based  upon  our  own  efficiency.    . 

Free  from  any  foreign  invasion,  we  are  equally  exempt  from  inter- 
pal  commotion.  As  yet  we  are  strangers  to  those  political  broils  and 
party  feuds  which  prevail  in  other  nations,  to  the  prostration  of  their 
energies  and  decay  of  their  liberties.  Commencing  our  national  exist- 
ence under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  we  shall  be  able,  in  the 
administration  of  our  affairs,  to  adopt  the  most  wholesome  and 
judicious  policy.  To  realize  the  high  aspirations  of  patriotism;  to 
raise  our  country  to  that  proud  eminence  and  distinction  which  she 
is  capable  of  attaining,  it  is  only  necessary  that  we  lay  aside  all  self- 
ishness in  our  legislations,  and  direct  our  views  to  the  general,  rather 
than  to  individual  interests.  We  should  remember  too,  that  evils  are 
not  remedied,  nor  good  produced,  by  mere  multiplicity  of  laws ;  good 
government  is  the  result  of  the  most  patient,  dispassionate  and  thor- 
ought  investigation.  Among  the  various  subjects  that  will  press  them- 
selves upon  your  consideration,  perhaps  none  will  be  of  greater  im- 
portance than  the  strenprthening  of  our  military  posts;  the  enlarge- 
ment of  our  navy,  and  the  improvement  of  our  finances.  If,  in  addi* 
tion  to  these,  we  shall  give  protection  to  our  frontier  settlements 
supply  some  deficiencies  in  the  laws  regulating  our  national  domain, 
establish  amieable  relations  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  adopt  a  per- 
manept  and  extended  system  of  education,  we  shall  have  aocomplished 
all  that  the  present  exigencies  of  the  country  require. 

In  the  progvevs  of  your  delilberations,  I  trust  there  will  be  all  that 
hanmmy  and  ooQAiUation  so  esseiitia)  t^  prompt  and  efficient  le^sla^ 
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tion;  that  the  various  questions  of  public  policy  which  shall  arise  may 
be  calmly  discussed ;  and  that  your  measures  originating  in  the  love 
of  county,  may  be  made  to  rest  on  the  solid  foundation  of  wisdom 
Justice  and  moderation. 

With  every  confidence  in  your  integrity,  patriotism  and  abilities,  it 
will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  unite  with  you  as  far  as  my  official 
station  will  permit,  in  whatever  may  tend  to  promote  our  happiness 
at  home,  and  sustain  our  character  abroad. 

No.  706 

1838  Apr.  10, LUKE  BLISS,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  C.  THOI^IP- 
SON,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Order  for  the  payment  of  an  inclosed  account  of  W.  A.  Ross  and 
order  of  J.  L.  IVIustain  to  Joseph  Stovall.     A.  N.  S.     1  p. 

No.  707 

1838  Apr,  11,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  [B.]  LAMAR,   [HOUSTON] 

Charleston  April  11th  1838 

Dear  Sir — • 

-I  perceive  by  the  New  Orleans  papers  that  a  blockading  Squad- 
ron is  off  Galveston  and  that  the  communication  between  Texas  and  the 
U.  S.  is  likely  to  be  verry  Seriously  interrupted — This  event  has  filled 
me  with  the  utmost  mortification  and  concern  because  apprehending 
the  probability  of  this  occurrence  as  early  as  the  last  autumn  your 
Cousin  Mr,  G  B  Lamar  of  Savannah  &  myself  determined  if  possible 
to  place  at^  the  disposal  of  your  Government  the  magnificent  Steamer 
the  Pulaski  designed  expressly  for  the  sea  and  of  the  Pilot  Boat  Model 
— You  are  aware  prehaps  after  a  great  struggle  we  succeeded  in 
inducing  the  Stockholders  in  Savannah  to  consent  in  your  Scrip  to 
take  $350,000  which  was  in  U.  S.  Currency  at  45  Cents  in  the  dollar 
her  cost  but  as  your  Scrip  could  not  be  Sold  either  in  Charleston  or 
Savannah  at  10  Cents  I  leave  you  to  judge  whether  we  did  not  Suc- 
ceed in  effecting  an  arrangement  which  no  where  else  could  have  been 
accomplished  more  especially  as  the  Stockholders  agreed  to  raise 
$50,000  in  Cash  to  pay  the  Debts  of  the  Boat  &  to  put  an  armament 
on  board. — Unfortunately  I  believe  the  Specific  offer  which  we  made 
as  to  price  was  never  laid  before  your  Congress — Col  Horton  started 
without  any  Specific  instructions  on  this  head  &  not  desiring  to  as- 
sume the  responsibility  of  giving  so  large  a  sum  necessarily  [  ?]  the 
negociation  closed.  After  this  however  on  the  pa[r]t  of  your  Cousin 
&  myself  an  effort  was  made  to  induce  the  Company  to  take  $250,000. 
which  he  declined  giving  We  then  succeeded  in  carrying  by  one 
vote  at  the  Board  of  Directors  a  resolution  to  close  with  Col.  Horton 
for  $200,000  but  finding  that  the  Stockholders  would  not  ratify  our 
Contract  we  were  compelled  to  suggest  to  Col  Horton  that  all  proceed- 
ings should  be  cancelled  as  the  assessments  for  the  armament  would 
not  be  paid,  &  we  should  have  no  means  of  fulfilling  an  engagement. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


Papers  op  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  137 

But  for  this  iinfortunate  conjuncture  of  circumstances  the  Boat  would 
have  been  in  the  possession  of  your  Govt.  Indeed  if  the  Agent  had 
arrived  on  the  15t  Jany.  instead  of  the  15t  Feby.  you  might  have  had 
her  at  Galveston  thoroughly  armed  and  equipped  for  service  by  the 
15t  March  as  I  had  her  medium  32s  on  pivot  engaged  in  New  York. — 
In  a  Country  situated  like  yours  pressed  by  a  vindictive  enemy  but 
with  immense  resources  with  a  public  domain  of  incalculable  value  the 
cost  of  an  article  of  indispensable  value  &  necessity  is  not  to  be  taken 
into  account,  for  Caesar's  adage  is  unquestionably  true  that  ** Money 
is  not  to  be  spared  where  expence  is  necessary  to  secure  success'* — 
The  Stockholders  in  Savannah  became  excited  by  what  they  supposed 
was  an  attempt  to  beat  them  down  altho  Mr.  Horton  behaved  with 
the  most  perfect  propriety  during  the  whole  negociation,  &  made  his 
oifers  at  my  solicitation  to  name  them. — Yet  as  the  Stockholders  were 
conscious  of  their  offering  to  do  what  no  other  persons  in  the  U.  S. 
would  have  done,  &  that  they  actually  offered  to  furnish  your  Gov- 
ernment with  a  first  rate  Vessel  of  War  without  the  advance  of  one 
Dollar  for  a  stock  which  could  not  have  paid  if  sold  in  the  Market  50 
per  Cent  of  her  Cost  you  will  I  am  sure  see  some  excuse  for  their 
course  altho  your  Cousin  &  myself  did  all  we  could  to  prevent  it. — 

If  I  now  advert  to  this  circumstance  it 
is  to  show  that  as  your  are  playing  in  Texas  for  Empire  it  is  not  well 
to  calculate  to  closely  the  value  of  the  Counters — And  in  regard  to 
your  public  Loan  if  a  spirit  of  liberality  does  not  govern  your  Govern- 
ment you  will  utterly  fail  and  thus  want  the  means  of  equipping  such 
vessels  of  War  as  at  least  will  give  you  a  Command  of  your  own  Seas. — 

I  have  for  some  time  thought  of  a  project 
for  a  Loan  which  I  offered  to  negociate  for  your  Government  in  Eu- 
rope early  the  ensuing  Summer — This  plan  I  have"  sent  on  to  your 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. — I  visited  the  North  in  March  and  was  one 
month  there  in  arranging  the  details  of  this  Loan  and  in  having  the 
Bonds  printed  in  a  proper  form — I  likewise  have  secured  a  large  pat- 
ronage &  influence  in  behalf  of  the  Loan. — In  order  to  secure  the 
mediation  of  a  highly  respectable  American  agency  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Water  I  had  to  promise  5  pr  cent  on  the  Amt.  actually  nego- 
ciated  if  I  received  a  commission  which  would  justify  it  and  from  the 
other  charges  of  brokerage  &  bonus  to  other  agents  I  should  have  to 
employ  I  am  satisfied  the  Loan  could  not  be  negociated  for  a  less  com- 
mission than  10  per  Cent  to  ensure  its  success. — This  commission  will 
I  think  be  covered  by  the  difference  of  exchange  as  I  feel  satisfied 
that  in  the  Fall  sterling  Bills  will  be  up  to  10  per  Cent. — • 

Situated  as  the  public  credit  of  your 
Republic  is  extraordinary  inducements  in  Europe  will  have  to  be 
held  forth  to  individuals  to  embark  in  the  agency  even  for  the  nego- 
ciation of  the  Loan  because  these  Agents  have  often  to  set  the 
example  by  purchases  and  your  agent  should  certainly  have  a  Com- 
mission quite  adequate  to  enable  him  to  employ  confidentially  such 
dealers  in  Bonds  &  Stocks  as  would  greatly  facilitate  his  operations — 
indeed  in  many  cases  his  success  would  depend  entirely  on  their 
cooperation — - 

I  mentioned  these  facts  connected  with 
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foreign  negociations  because  if  a  narrow  spirit  of  false  eeonomj 
should  govern  the  views  of  your  Government  the  Loan  will  be 
entirely  hopeless. —  I  consider  its  negoeiation  of  the  last  importance 
to  your  Country.  To  yourself  it  may  [be]  in  your  administration  of 
the  inestimable  moment — Its  success  will  give  you  public  credit  & 
a  Naval  force — I  shall  be  willing  to  go  to  Europe  &  employ  my  most 
zealous  efforts  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects  provided  your 
Government  appoints  me  its  Commissioner  or  Agent  and  gives  me  the 
powers  discretion  &  enables  me  by  a  liberal  commission  to  employ 
such  agents  as  may  be  essential  to  my  success.  — 

The  passage  likewise  of  the  gurantee 
Act  will  be  indispensible  a  transcript  of  which  I  transmitted  to  Col 
Bee  and  to  Mr  Smith  your  Secy  of  the  Treasury.  I  also  sent  to 
Col.  Bee  a  Copy  of  my  Letters  to  Mr  Smith  which  I.  will  be  exceed- 
ingly obliged  to  you  to  see. 

It  will  be  vastly  important  that  I 
should  leave  the  U  S  for  England  as  early  in  June  as  possible  there- 
fore if  your  government  should  desire  me  to  go  the  Bonds  should  be 
executed  &  returned  to  me  at  Charleston  by  the  It  June  at  farthest.— 

r— Excuse  this  liberty  from  a  comparative  Stranger 

but  the  interest  we  both  feel  in  Texas  must  be  my  Excuse.    Permit 

me  Dear  Sir  to  assure  you  of  the  great  consideration  &  esteem  with 

which 

The  Hon  I  am  very  respt  your  obt  Sev — 

Mirabeau  Lamar  J.  Hamilton 

[Endorsed] 

Letter  from  Genl  Hamilton 
11th  Apl  1838  * 

Concerning  steamboat 

No.  708 

1838  Apr^  12,  JOSEPH  RIDDLE,  JR.,  WOODVILLB,  MISSISSIPPI, 

TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

His  own  service  in  the  Texas  army;  his  professional  and  business 
difficulties  in  consequence ;  his  marriage ;  an  inquiry  regarding  possi- 
bilities for  himself  as  a  lawyer  in  Texas;  hope  for  Lamar's  election; 
references  to  Henderson  and  Archer ;  American  subservience  to  Bid- 
(JJe;  Calhoun's  latest  effort  **on  the  Independent  Treasury  bill  to 
ftave  the  Constitution";  annexation  undesirable  until  **the  *  .  . 
cupidity,  and  fanaticisi«i  of  our  Northern  alUes  .  .  .  shall  have 
caused  a  severanxje  of  the  Union";  Jackson,  Van  Buren,  antJ  wJ*' 
tions  with  Mexico.    A.  L.  S.    4  p. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  of  Mibabkau  Buonapabtb  Lamab  139 

No.  709 

1838  Apr.  13,  STEPHEN  SMITH,  WETUMPKA,   [ALABAMA], 

TO  M[IRABEAU]    BIUONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,]  TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  the  procedure  necessary  to  recover  any  bounty 
lands  due  his  brother,  the  late  William  A  Smith,  of  Captain  Ticknor's 
company  of  Alabama  Oreys,  a  Goliad  victim.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  710 

1838  Apr.  14,  JOHN  MILLER,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA], 

TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Suggesting  himself  as  suitable  for  a  government  position  in  the  event 
of  Lamar's  election.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  711 

1838  Apr-  14,  SAM[UE]L  A[LEXANDER]  ROBERTS,  MOBILE, 

[ALABAMA],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

His  own  plans  and  movements;  his  father's  intention  to  emigrate 
with  his  family  to  Texas;  Lamar's  and  Burnet's  prospects  for  elec- 
tion; the  future  of  Texas.    A.  L.  S.    3  p. 

No.  712 
1838  Apr.  14,  W.  ROBERTS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Mobile  14th  April  1838 
Dear  Mirabeau 

I  arived  at  home  yestserday  &  had  the  hc^piness  to  find  all  well. 
After  the  usual  congratulations  we  talked  over  the  affairs  of  Texas 
%nd  our  future  arrangements  in  relation  to  setling  in  that  country 
and  one  all  were  pleased  with  the  prospect. 

Since  I  left  you  I  have  been  reflecting  upon  the  provisions  of  your 
late  land  law — the  construction  given  to  it  by  men  in  oiHce,  &  the 
fraud  that  is  now  attempting  to  be  practised  upon  the  Govt.  I 
hinted  at  this  subject  when  I  was  with  you  but  was  not  then  fully 
apprised  of  all  that  was  going  .on.  I  mentioned  to  you  that  I  could 
find  no  law  defining  the  boundaries  of  the  frontier  counties,  Refugio^ 
Saa,  Patricio  if,  Bfixar.  Public  opinion  [however]  had  settled  upon 
the  Nueces  River  for  their  western  limit,  however  undefined  might 
be  their  other  bojandarieg.  Beyond  this  no  new  counties  were  laid 
off  or  organized.  It  necessarily  resulted  from  this  State  of  things 
that  all  the  territory  beyond  the  Nueces  was  vacant  territory,  and 
wbea  fi^^ly  won  Jjy  the  SworjJ  or  e(mc«ded  by  treaty  (if  ever)  would 
be  pp^e  d^^naip.    %  wkU  ryxi^  th^n  has  tl^e  Comw^sion^v  of  thj 
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GenL  Land  Office  felt  himself  Authorized  to  extend  the  operations 
of  the  land  law  over  this  territory  in  the  absence  of  all  law  upon 
the  subject  But  still  further,  whence  has  he  derived  his  Authority 
to  select  the  Surveyor  of  one  County  only  and  given  him  unlimited 
controal  over  the  whole  territory  to  the  exclusion  of  other  Counties 
Similarly  Situated?  If  he  derives  the  right  of  such  extension  from 
the  proximity  of  San  Patrico  to  the  territory  in  question (&  I  see 
no  other  ground  upon  which  to  Stand)  then  has  Refugio  &  Bexar 
Counties  the  same  right,  but  in  these  counties  the  Surveyors  have 
felt  themselves  restrained  from  crossing  the  Nueces.  The  conse- 
quence has  been  that  before  the  people  were  aware  of  it  the  Surveyor 
of  San  Patricio  with  a  few  who  were  in  the  secret  of  his  unlimited 
instructions  hastily  passes  the  boundary  &  sends  his  deputies  N.  & 
E.  &  W.  from  the  Nueces  to  the  Rio  Grande  &  from  the  Sea  board  to 
the  mountains,  Seizing  upon  the  Salt  lakes  &  the  gold  &  Silver 
mines,  and  all  the  other  most  valuable  Situatiorrs.  Now  I  ask  is  this 
right?  Is  it  fair?  Is  it  lawful?  I  believe  it  is  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other.  When  I  first  heard  of  this  wild  adventure  I  supposed  it 
was  the  senseless  enterprise  of  some  visionary  land  maniac,  but 
when  I  understood  that  the  Surveyor  was  acting  under  instructions 
from  the  Com.  of  the  Oenl.  Land  Office  I  was  much  astonished.  Does 
this  functionary  undertake  to  legislate  for  the  people?  Can  he 
assign  boundaries  to  counties  where  Congress  has  omited  to  do  so! 
AVill  he  take  the  responsibility  of  giving  such  a  construction  to  the 
law  as  shall  cheat  the  Government  of  her  [richest  territories?]  But 
it  is  said  he  has  been  well  advised  upon  this  subject.  But  who  are 
his  advisers?  I  am  told  that  they  stand  in  high  places.  The  truth 
is,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  there  is  a  Strong  combination  of 
moned  men  &  men  in  office  to  cheat  the  Govt.  &  divide  the  Spoils. 
I  heard  one  of  them  Say  that  it  had  already  cost  them  $4000.  to 
locate  the  Salt  lake,  &  that  before  this  time  the  mines  were  secured. 
I  heard  an  honorable  Senator  say  that  he  had  opposed  tho  measure 
in  the  first  place  but  finding  himself  in  the  ^Minority  frankly  owned 
that  he  Stated  to  them  that  if  they  were  determined  to  play  the 
game  he  would  even  take  a  hand  in  it  himself. 

Will  it  not  be  expedient  to  arrest  this  worse  than  Yazoo  fraud  by 
a  legislative  inactment  declaring  the  whole  territory  beyond  the 
Nueces  public  domain  &  rend[er]ing  void  all  these  irregular  surveys? 

Respectfully 

Your  Obt.  sevt. 
W.  Roberts 
Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar 

No.  713 

1838  Apr.  15,  G.  B.  LAMAR  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Savh.  15tb.  Apl  1838 
Genl  M.  B.  Lamar 

Texas. 

Dr  Sir    I  reed  yours  20  Feb  about  10  days  ago— 
and  being  on  the  eve  of  departure  to  Charligston,  I  left  the  reply  till 
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my  return — I  should  be  very  glad  to  make  a  Visit  to  your  highly  in- 
teresting Country — but  I  cannot  leave  eonven[ie]ntly — 

Genl  Hamilton  &  myself  used  our  best  exertions  to  sell  your  Agent 
the  Steamer  Pulaski — but  as  the  Boat  was  40  [or]  $45000  in  debt, 
we  could  not  have  effected  it  without  advancing  that  ourselves —  which 
in  addition  to  our  previous  interests  in  her  (of  7000  each,  would 
have  borne  on  us  onerously — I  regret  she  is  not  in  your  Country — 
she  could  run  between  N  Orleans  &  Galveston  advantageously  in  a 
pecuniary  point — and  armed  with  two  long  guns — could  drive  off  any 
Mexican  fleet  that  would  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  Commerciail  re- 
lations of  the  country — She  is  to  be  run  between  this  place  &  Balti- 
more and  when  the  Stockholders  lose  more  money  by  her,  they  will 
probably  sell  out  at  a  low  figure — If  the  Govt,  need  her — and  you  can 
feel  assured  they  will  &  can  advance  $50000 — of  the  purchase  money 
in  Cash — I  will  keep  an  eye  on  her,  &  make  the  purchase  either  for 
your  Govt,  being  so  authorised  to  do  previously — or  to  sell  to  them 
on  my  own  a/c — provided  they  could  as  I  saw  advance  as  much  as 
$50,000  in  money — On  this  subject  please  let  me  hear  from  you  par- 
ticularly— as  to  your  views  opinions  &  wishes — It  is  very  clear  to  my 
mind,  that  she  would  be  worth  $300,000  to  them  now  rather  than  to 
wait  to  build  one  even  if  they  had  the  money  to  pay  for  it — to  cost 
150.000$  for  the  delay  would  more  than  counterbalance  the  difference 
of  price — 

It  is  very  clearly  ascertained,  so  far  as  our  information  goes,  that 
you  are  to  be  the  next  President  of  Texas — That  you  will  illustrate 
the  doctrine  of  Free  Trade,  in  your  measures  I  have  every  assurance — 
&  when  they  are  practically  applied — ^the  prosperity  of  your  adopted 
country  will  give  the  best  evidence  of  their  value---&  what  I  greatly 
desire  and  anticipate  from  them,  will  be  the  effects  to  be  produced  on 
the  Southern  States  by  them  and  their  contiguity — ^Your  Minister  at 
London  is  said  to  be  well  qualified  for  his  station,  as  any  your  Country 
afforded — Much  will  depend  on  him — &  I  regret  that  I  see  no  public 
notice  of  any  Movements  on  his  part — Time  is  necessary — but  delays 
are  dangerous — 

I  have  Script  for  some  Land,  to  whom  shall  I  send  it  to  have  it 
well  located — there  are  only  1600  acres  of  it — 

I  fceg  you  will  not  omit  to  give  me  the  appointment  of  Consul  for 
Texas  at  this  port — it  will  give  me  some  advantages  here — and  may 
do  good  besides — 

If  you  should  desire  my  agency  in  regard  to  the  Pulaski — or  any 
thing  else  in  this  Country,  I  will  render  my  best  services — &  if  in  the 
purchase  of  the  Boat  for  a  Commission  only — But  if  I  buy  her  to  sell 
of  course  I  shall  expect  a  profit — so  choose  you  in  the  matter — 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  often — 

I  am  &c 

G.  B.  Lamar 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

GenL  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  L.  B.  Lamar 

City  of  Houston  Sav  15  Apr  1838 

Texas —  on  Purchasing  a  Boat 
Via  N.  Orleans 
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No.  714 

1838  Apr- 16,  JOSEPH  RIDDLE,  JR.,  WOODVILLE,  MISSISSIPPI, 
TO  MIBABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  the  possibility  of  making  a  living  as  lawyer  cfi 
editor  in  Texas;  his  own  service  in  the  Texas  army;  sending  news- 
papers containing  news  upon  the  currency  question ;  his  nullification 
and  independent  treasury  views.    A.  L.  S.     3  p. 

No.  715 

1838  Apf.  22,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Galveston  April  22d.  1838 
Dear  Lamar 

I  have  seen  Col.  McKinney,  Williams  &  >other  gentlemen  here,  who 
are  warmly  your  friends  &  have  learned  that  your  opponents  will 
assemble  all  the  strength  of  the  country  at  Houston  to  nominate  th6 
Candidate  of  the  opposition — This  they  will  certainly  do — It  is  the 
understanding  of  your  active  enemies  who  were  here  at  the  sale — 
such  as  Col.  Love — ,  Dr.  Levi  Jones,  Maj.  Barr,  Post-Master  Genl  Col 
Mennard  &  perhaps  Mosely  Baker,  who,  altho'  he  expressed  himself 
favorably  of  you  to  me,  has  nevertheless  agreed  to  act  with  your 
enemies — Col.  McKinney  will  go  to  Houston  &  he  will  do  all  he  can 
to  disconcert  their  measures — ^You  must  see  Col. '  Williams  &  Col. 
McKinney,  as  soon  as  they  arrive — They  talk  of  holding  a  meeting 
here  to  nominate  you — 

There  is  one  thing  I  can  not  omit  to  impress  upon  you  and  that  is 
— that  you  must  not  say  a  word  either  to  Horton  or  his  friends  acrt. 
his  running — Ilorton  is  a  vain  man  and  will  be  apt  to  place  an  im- 
proper construction  upon  your  advice — at  least  he  may  do  so — his 
friends  are  determined  to  run  him — ^Your  enemies  are  exerting  every 
effort  to  get  up  opposition  to  you  during  the  present  Congress — ^Yon 
have  greatly  the  advantage  of  them  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  cir- 
cumvent you — so  long  as  you  are  passive  and  watch  the  movements 
of  your  adversaries — Your  course  must  be  cautiously  measured  &  well- 
timed — 

Col.  Smith  is  well  &  desires  to  be  remembered  to  you — Commend 
me  in  kind  teiins  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkins,  your  brother  &  all  other 
friends —    In  great  haste, 

Your   friend, 

W.  Jefferson  Jones 
P.  S.    Burn  this  letter  lest  you  may  loose  it  on  the  street 

[  Addressed]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Hon.  •  Th  J  Jones — 

M.  B.  Lamar  Galveston,  22  Apl.  1838     ' 

Vice  Prest.  Political — 

B.  D.  Townshend  Esq.  Houston 
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No.  716 

1838  Apr.  22,  0.  DE  A,  SANTANGELO.     PETITION  TO  THE 

HONORABLE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  REPUBLIC 

OP  TEXAS 

TO  THE  HONORABLE 

CONGRESS  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  TEXAS 

GENTLEMEN : 

If  services  rendered,  and  sacrifices  made  to  the  cause  of  the  people, 
constitute  any  claim  to  the  consideration  of  their  representatives,  it 
will  be  easy  for  me  to  substantiate  my  right  to  the  liberality  and 
benevolence  of  the  Texian  nation,  and  its  worthy  and  able  rulers. 
I  would,  nevertheless,  have  abstained  from  making  the  slightest 
mention  of  my  pretensions,  if  the  heavy  losses  which  I  have  expe- 
rienced through  my  unwearied  devotion  to  the  political  independence 
of  the  country,  did  not  compel  me  to  take  this  repugnant  step.  I 
will,  therefore,  with  brevity  and  succinctness,  submit  my  actions, 
and  nothing  else,  to  your  wisdom,  and  rely  entirely,  and  without 
reserve,  upon  your  justice  and  your  generosity. 

When  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1836  the  President  of  Mexico, 
General  Santa  Anna,  resolved  to  concentrate  in  his  own  person  the 
government  of  the  confederated  States,  and  as  a  consequence  to 
exterminate  the  Texians,  who  were  unwilling  to  resign  to  him  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State  of  which  they  formed  a  part,  several  of  the 
Mexican  journals  commenced  a  torrent  of  virulent  abuse  of  the 
Texians,  with  the  evident  intention  of  preparing  public  opinion, 
both  in  Mexico  and  abroad,  for  the  premediated  invasion.  Not  one 
of  the  Mexicans  or  strangers  resident  in  Mexico  dared  to  hazard  the 
slightest  observation  against  these  calumnies;  and  Col.  Stephen  F. 
Austin  himself,  who  had  just  been  liberated  from  a  protracted  and 
severe  imprisonment,  was  compelled  to  remain  satisfied  with  deplor- 
ing in  secret  the  evils  that  menaced  his  youthful  Colony. 

About  this  period  I  was  at  the  head  of  a  Seminary  in  the  city  of 
Mexico,  which  produced  an  income  of  seven  or  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum,  and  at  the  same  time  I  conducted  a  semi-weekly 
periodical,  called  **E1  Correo  Atlantic© '\  which  had  a  patronage  of 
nearly  one  thousand  subscribers,  which  would  have  afforded  me  a 
revenue  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  annually,  the  price 
of  subscription  being  fourteen  rials  per  month  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  metropolis,  and  eighteen  for  those  residing  beyond  it.  With 
Ruch  auspicious  prospects  I  could  certainly  entertain  no  brighter 
hopes  in  Texas,  nor  did  the  Texians  themselves  view  my  interposi- 
tion in  defence  of  their  liberties  as  instigated  by  any  ignoble  motive. 
Impelled,  then,  by  irresistible  sympathy,  and  consulting  my  princi- 
ples solely,  I  had  the  hardihood  to  demand,  in  the  Correo  of  the  13th 
and  17th  June,  of  the  slanderous  editors  of  other  journals,  the 
proofs  of  the  culpability  of  the  colonists,  at  the  same  time  adducing 
the  strongest  arguments  I  could  summon  in  support  of  their  inno- 
cence.   It  was  not  allowed  me  to  say  more.    On  the  24th  of  the  same 
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month,  a  passport  was  placed  in  my  hands  with  an  order  to  quit 
the  Capital  within  three  days ;  to  pass  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  the  yellow 
fever  was  then  making  fearful  ravages,  and  on  my  arriving  there, 
to  leave  the  Republic  immediately.  My  quality  of  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  was  not  less  disregarded  on  this  occasion  than  my 
innocence.  The  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  5th  April,  1831, 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  was  insolently  trampled  upon, 
and  I  was  despotically  banished.  Periodical,  academy,  rich  furni- 
ture, and  considerable  sums  due  to  me,  all  was  lost  in  a  twinkling  of 
an  eye. 

On  the  11th  of  August,  of  the  same  year,  I  landed  at  New-Orleans, 
and  in  the  Bee  of  the  13th,  the  public  were  enabled  to  peruse  the 
details  which  I  have  just  related,  the  protest  I  had  deposited  at  the 
American  Consulate  in  Mexico  against  this  atrocious  abuse  of  power; 
the  valuation  upon  oath  of  three  competent  appraisers  of  the  amount 
of  loss  sustained  by  me,  and  other  collateral  documents,  all  which 
were  transmitted  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  who  took 
measures  to  include  my  claim  among  those  of  other  citizens,  like  me 
the  victims  of  Mexican  oppression.  What  the  ultimate  fate  of  these 
claims  will  be,  I  am  incapable  of  imagining. 

A  few  days  after  my  arrival  at  New-Orleans,  I  came  near  losing 
my  wife  on  account  of  the  sufferings  to  which  she  had  been  sub- 
jected, and  I  owe  her  final  recovery  entirely  to  the  care  and  attention 
of  the  skillful  physicians,  Messrs.  Halphen  and  Albuzzi. 

At  the  expiration  of  about  one  month  and  a  half,  I  received 
through  the  house  of  Herman  &  Co.  of  this  city,  eight  trunks,  which 
want  of  time  and  of  adequate  means  of  transport,  had  compelled  me 
to  leave  in  Mexico  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Manning  &  Marshall.  Six 
of  these  had  been  broken  open  and  every  article  of  value  abstracted, 
to  the  amount  of  more  than  three  thousand  dollars. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  President  of  Mexico  put  his  project  into 
execution  and  entered  Texas  at  the  head  of  8000  men.  In  a  letter 
which  I  wrote  from  New-Orleans,  dated  October  7th  of  the  same 
year,  addressed  to  Lorenzo  de  Zavalla  in  Texas,  one  of  my  truest 
friends,  and  one  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  Colonists,  among 
other  things,  I  used  the  following  language: 

**I  must  not  omit  to  inform  you  that  every  one  is  here  anxious 
respecting  the  fate  of  Texas,  and  I  am  myself  ready  to  mount  on 
horseback,  although  more  than  sixty  years  of  age,  and  defend  the 
sacred  rights  of  the  Colonists,  if  they  will  grant  me  the  simple  post 
of  Chasseur  in  the  van-guard  of  their  noble  co-horts.'' 

The  reply  to  this  letter  had  not  yet  been  received  when,  on  the 
evening  of  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  a  meeting  took  place  in  this 
city,  of  which  Mr.  William  Christy  was  president,  and  at  which  sub- 
scription lists  were  opened  for  the  first  time,  for  money  and  volun- 
teers for  Texas.  I  was  the  first  to  subscribe  my  name,  and  received 
from  Mr.  Christy  himself  the  pen  with  which  I  placed  myself  at  the 
head  of  the  list.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  record  the  effect  produced 
by  this  example  of  my  grey  hairs:  the  Bee  of  the  day  following, 
and  other  papers  made  honorable  mention  of  this  circumstance.  But 
I  could  not  but  regret  that  I  was  not  subsequently  called  upon  to 
make  part  of  a  company.    I  felt  this  keenly,  and  complained  of  it  in 
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the  Bee  of  the  26th,  in.  which  I  cited  the  letter  addressed  by  me  to 
Mr.  de  Zavalla,  a  few  days  anterior  to  the  meeting,  and  I  remarked : 

**It  is  possible  that  as  I  am  a  sexagenarian,  my  services  may  have 
been  considered  useless.  This  however  would  have  been  a  gross 
error,  for  I  believe  that  I  can  wield  a  sabre  quite  as  well  as  another, 
At  all  events,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  respecting  prejudices,  which 
however  ridiculous  they  may  be,  do  not  wound  my  honour.  Nor  can 
they  diminish  the  satisfaction  I  experienced  for  having  acted  upon 
this  occasion  as*a  sincere  friend  of  liberty  should  ever  act.  Besides 
I  see  no  obstacle  to  my  serving  the  cause  of  Texas  in  other  modes, 
&c."    Let  the  following  facts  prove  my  consistency  with  myself. 

On  the  14th  November  of  the  same  year  a  proclamation  of  the 
governor  of  Louisiana  was  published,  dated  the  13th,  prohibiting 
the  enlisting  of  citizens  of  the  State,  and  all  direct  or  indirect  co- 
operation with  foreign  service  by  sea  or  by  land,  under  the  penalties 
threatened  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  April,  1818.  Con- 
sidering the  measures  contemplated  in  this  act  both  inimical  to 
Texas,  and  inapplicable  to  the  actual  crisis,  I  examined  and  refuted 
them  in  the  Bee  of  the  15th  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  and  as  my  obser- 
vations were  copied  in  different  papers  in  the  Union,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  they  contributed  greatly  to  increase  the  number  of 
American  volunteers,  that  rushed  to  the  defense  of  the  Colony. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1835,  at  which  period  the  Texians 
were  in  possession  of  the  Alamo,  which  had  been  surrendered  by  Cos, 
the  Mexican  general,  I  received  a  visit  from  Mr.  Thomas  D.  0 wings, 
formerly  colonel  in  the  18th  regiment  of  the  United  States  infantry, 
who  was  introduced  to  me  by  Mr.  Ilolberstadt,  a  gentleman  residing 
in  my  house.  The  colonel  informed  me  that  he  was  aware  of  my 
decided  partiality  to  the  cause  of  the  people,  of  my  long  military 
experience,  and  of  the  extent  of  my  knowledge  respecting  Mexico 
and  the  Mexicans;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  had  determined  to 
consult  me  upon  the  best  plan  of  defence  for  the  Texians  during  the 
war  in  which  they  were  engaged ;  and  that,  intending  to  leave  the 
next  day  for  Kentucky,  bearing  with  him  a  commission  to  raise 
fifteen  hundred  volunteers  for  Texas,  he  took  the  liberty  of  request- 
ing me  to  sketch  upon  paper,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  plan  of 
defence  in  question,  and  likewise  to  mention  the  equipments  and 
weapons  best  adapted  for  his  volunteers,  that  they  might  neither 
want  the  necessaries  for  that  campaign,  nor  be  overloaded  with 
superfluities.  Yielding  willingly  to  his  entreaties,  I  promised  on  the 
day  following  to  give  him  my  views,  which  I  did:  I  received  his 
thanks;  he  left  me,  and  I  have  never  since  heard  his  name.  My 
plan  was  absolutely  prophetic.  **If,  said  I,  you  persist  in  keeping 
possession  of  the  Alamo,  in  place  of  destroying  not  only  the  Alamo, 
but  all  the  fortresses  that  exist  upon  the  Gulf  coast,  and  in  the 
interior  to  the  south  of  the  Colorado,  which  alone  may  become  useful 
to  the  invader  in  case  he  should  require  repose,  or  may  expect 
reinforcements,  you  are  lost:  numerous  irresistible  forces  will 
attack  you  in  detail,  and  you  will  perish  by  assassination.  Imitate 
the  Russians  and  Cossacks  in  the  French  invasion  of  1812.  Maintain 
carefully  the  divisions  of  your  little  army  in  easy  communication 
with  each  other,  and  only  seek  the  enemy  in  order  to  entice  him  to 
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distant  points,  where  he  will  arrive  worn  out  and  harrassed  by  lon^ 
marches,  privations,  sickness  and  desertion;  in  a  word,  incapable  of 
sustaining  the  sudden  and  rude  assault  which  your  troops  will  then 
be  able  to  make,  as  these  will  then  find  themselves  concentrated 
within  a.  line,  in  which,  while  nothing  can  prevent  the  timely  arrival 
of  succour  both  in  troops  and  provisions,  a  ready  and  secure  retreat 
will  be  opened  to  them  in  case  of  reverses/'  These  predictions  were 
correct ;  but  they  remained  buried  in  the  pocket-book  of  Col.  Owings, 
and  hundreds  of  grallant  Texians  fell  fruitlessly  beneath  the  remorse- 
less steel  of  the  treachorous  foe. 

On  the  9th  February  1836,  the  first  number  of  a  periodical  was 
issued  in  New-Orleans,  printed  in  French  and  Spanish,  and  entitled 
**La  Estrella  Mejicana,"  evidently  destined  to  favour  the  views  of 
General  Santa  Anna,  and  to  hasten  the  ruin  of  Texas.  It  was  a 
mysterious  paper  which  was  to  be  read  every  where  else  save  in  the 
place  where  it  was  published;  for  all  the  copies  of  every  number 
were  transmitted  to  Mexico,  in  order  that  that  credulous  nation 
might  be  certain  of  foreign  opinion  being  in  favor  of  her  strife  with 
Texas.  Chance  placed  the  first  number  of  this  publication  in  my 
hands,  and  fore  seeing  the  results  of  this  intrigue,  I  beheld  the  neces- 
sity of  opposing  this  secret  journal  by  another,  which  should  be 
written  equally  in  Spanish,  and  in  the  same  city,  but  which  would 
be  public,  and  would*  bear  the  name  of  a  responsible  editor.  I  pro- 
posed, then,  to  a  number  of  Mexican  federalists,  who  had  been  the 
victims  of  Santa  Anna's  centralizing  fury,  and  who  fled  to  this  city, 
to  continue  my  **Correo  Atlantico,"  which  had  been  suspended  in 
Mexico,  on  account  of  my  exile.  This  proposition  pleased  these 
gentlemen,  and  they  determined  to  defray  the  expenses  of  printing, 
while  I  should  incur  those  of  rent,  distribution,  news  and  money 
collecting,  etc.  The  limited  subscription  which  the  **Correo"  ob- 
tained, scarcely  reimbursed  me  for  these  expenses,  without  affording 
me  any  remuneration  for  my  personal  labor,  nor  for  the  loss  of  my 
evening  classes  of  students  of  foreign  languages,  which  I  was  com- 
pelled to  give  up  to  devote  my  time  to  the  duties  of  editor  of  the 
paper  in  question. 

The  **Correo''  was  issued  on  the  29th  of  February  1836  in  New- 
Orleans ;  it  was  numbered  17,  in  continuation  of  the  sixteen  preced- 
ing numbers  which  I  had  published  in  Mexico.  I  advocated  at  first 
the  cause  of  Texas  under  its  constitutional  and  federal  aspect,  as 
the  Texians  themselves  were  at  that  period  defending  their  liberties 
in  the  same  views;  but  as  soon  as  they  declared  themselevs  free,  I 
supported  their  absolute  independence.  This  change,  however  just 
and  reasonable  in  the  eyes  of  all  impartial  readers,  deprived  me  of 
the  favor,  assistance  and  even  of  the  personal  friendship  of  the 
federal  Mexicans  above  alluded  to,  who  at  the  end  of  the  second  month 
of  the  publication  of  the  Correo,  abandoned  me  entirely.  These 
gentlemen  had  taken  it  into  their  heads  that  the  independence  of 
Texas,  although  it  was  the  inevitable  result  of  unjust  and  ferocious 
aggression,  and  of  the  apathy  of  the  other  Mexican  States  in  oppos- 
ing the  march  of  centralism,  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  dis- 
memberment of  the  Mexican  territory,  as  if  confederated  States  could 
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exist  without  property  or  jurisdiction  over  their  own  territory;  a 
political  confederacy  in  the  midst  of  territorial  centralism,  free  and 
constitutionally  independent  nations  without  lands! 

In  my  embarrassment  I  met  with  but  little  assistance.  True,  I 
received  the  encouraging  visits  of  many  distinguished  Texians  among 
whom  Messrs.  B.  T.  Archer,  Wm.  H.  Wharton,  S.  M.  Williams,  S.  F. 
Austin,  Chs.  P.  Hawkins  etc.  who  all  insisted  upon  the  continuation 
of  my  paper,  assuring  me  that  my  losses  and  labors  would  not  go 
unrecompensed ;  but  I  could  never  obtain  more  than  nineteen  sub- 
scriptions in  Texas,  of  which  three  remained  unpaid;  and  all  the 
subscribers,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  amounted  only  to  seventy-one, 
from  whom  I  collected  but  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars. 
I  transmit  an  extract  from  my  journal  in  relation  to  this  subject  to 
dissipate  every  thing  like  distrust.  I  cite  the  names  of  Messrs. 
George  Fisher  and  T.  Toby  with  pleasure,  as  these  gentlemen  con- 
tributed to  prolong  the  publication  of  the  **Correo''  to  the  15th  of 
August,  1836. 

Various  papers  throughout  the  Union,  and  some  in  particular  in 
New-Orleans,  desirous  of  depriving  Texas  of  the  powerful  support 
derived  from  the  numerous  volunteers  who  flocked  to  her  stand- 
ard, described  the  conduct  of  these  patroios  as  **  injurious  to  the 
national  honour,  and  prejudicial  to  commerce.''  Such  allegations 
created  a  profound  impression  on  the  minds  even  of  the  sincerest 
friends  of  Texas.  The  **Correo''  was  the  only  paper  that  dared  to 
refute,  them,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  editorial  headed  *'Mexico-Texian 
Question,"  in  the  number  of  the  11th  of  April. 

The  victory  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month  achieved  by  the  Texians 
at  San  Jacinto,  opened  the  field  to  discussions  of  far  greater  impor- 
tance. Every  one  applauded  Texian  valor;  every  one  ridiculed 
Mexican  folly;  but  all  did  not  agree  with  respect  to  the  legitimate 
ri^ht  of  the  Texians  to  their  political  independence,  and  much  less 
upon  the  recognition  of  it  by  the  United  States.  On  the  28th  of 
May,  in  one  of  the  most  numerous  meetings  which  have  ever  assembled 
in  this  city,  I  had  the  boldness  to  mount  the  rostrum,  and  address, 
as  well  as  I  was  able,  an  assemblage  of  not  less  than  two  thousand 
citizens.  I  inserted  my  discourse  in  the  Correo  on  the  6th  June  in 
Spanish,  and  of  the  2(kh  in  English,  under  the  head  of  **  Texas  and 
the  United  States  of  America."  I  sustained  not  only  the  indis- 
putable right  of  the  Texians  to  their  absolute  independence,  but 
the  obligation  of  the  American  government  to  recognize  it,  in  con- 
formity with  the  laws  of  nations,  and  with  its  constant  practice  under 
similar  circumstances.  The  ** Commercial  Bulletin"  of  New-Orleans 
re-published  this  address  on  the  23d  June,  and  is  received  insertion  in 
other  northern  papers.  I  treated  the  question  under  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent aspect  in  point  of  law;  and  the  result  has  proved  that  my 
principles  were  not  unworthy  of  the  thinking  minds  in  the  Union, 
inasmuch  as  the  United  States  finally  recognized  the  independence 
of  Texas,  in  spite  of  the  animated  opposition  of  several  members  of 
Congress,  and  especially  of  John  Q.  Adams,  displayed  in  his  famous 
speech  of  the  31st  May,  concerning  which  I  expressed  myself  in  the 
Correo  of  the  11th  of  July. 
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The  **Correo  Atlantico"  furnished  the  anti-ministerial  periodical 
of  Mexico  with  arms  sufficiently  powerful  to  neutralize  the  false- 
hoods of  the  **Estrella  Mejicana/'  but  in  no  one  of  them  did  the 
slightest  defence  of  my  name  appear  against  the  personal  attacks 
with  which  I  was  favored,  in  default  of  better  reasons,  by  the  hired 
journals  of  the  government.  With  regard  to  strangers,  there  is  but 
one  feeling  in  Mexico.  Liberal  or  servile,  friends  or  enemies,  all 
who  have  not  been  born  within  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  Mexico  are 
heretics,  vagabonds,  intruders,  scoundrels  and  monsters.  The  truths 
contained  in  my  paper  pleased  some  and  displeased  others;  but  the 
foreign  editor  was  nothing  better  than  a  mercenary  writer  **in  the 
service  of  Texas,*'  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  enlightened  and  hospit- 
able Mexican  nation,  and  thjis  they  account  for  the  favorable  recep- 
tion of  the  paper  among  the  Texians.  In  the  **Courrier  de  la 
Louisiane"  published  in  New-Orleans,  the  following  words  occur  in 
the  number  of  the  20th  June: 

**The  Mexican  journal  **E1  NacionaV  (a  ministerial  paper)  pre- 
tends that  we  should  not  credit  what  the  North  Americans  and  the 
friends  of  disorder  spread  with  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  Mexi- 
can army  in  Texas,  and  of  its  illustrious  general  now  a  prisoner. 
This  same  journal  declares  that  the  principal  author  of  these  lying 
reports  is  Mr.  de  Santangelo  to  whom  it  applies  an  epithet,  which 
we  will  not  translate."  After  this  it  will  not  be  doubted  that  not 
only  the  vulgar  class  of  IVIexicans,  but  their  government  itself  spoke 
of  me  with  the  most  infamous  contumely  and  disdain.  I  do  not 
know  with  what  justice  the  Texians  could  now  regard  with  indif- 
ference an  individual  who  has  sacrificed  in  their  cause  even  his  honor. 

Of  five  hundred  copies  of  the  **Correo  Atlantic©,'*  which  were 
printed,  three  hundred  were  distributed  gratis,  that  is,  at  my  own 
expense,  in  the  Mexican,  territories.  Its  circulation  impaired  so 
greatly  that  of  the  clandestine  **Estrella,"  that  the  coryphei  of  the 
country  thought  proper  to  create,  as  a  check  to  the  Correo,  another 
paper,  openly  published  in  New-Orleans.  There  consequently  ap- 
peared, on  the  19th  of  June  of  the  same  year,  the  French  periodical 
entitled  **L'Echo  de  la  Louisiane,"  which  was  but  an  echo  of  imaginary 
sounds  and  unreal  voices.  It  was  filled  with  assertions,  the  only 
proof  of  which  was  contained  in  its  episfraphe:  ^^ Incorrttpta  fides^ 
niidaque  Veritas;'^  which  magical  words,  it  was  supposed,  would 
annihiliate  the  Correo. 

This,  however,  did  not  suffice:  more  honorable  measures  were  re- 
sorted to.  My  life  was  threatened  by  anonymous .  letters  of  the 
darkest  character;  and  on  two  ocaasions  I  returned  thanks  to  Provi- 
dence for  having  enabled  me  to  escape  the  blow  of  an  assassin.  For- 
tunately, however,  the  purchase  of  weapons  necessary  for  my  pro- 
tection, constituted  the  only  trouble  occasioned  by  these  dastardly 
menaces. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  1st  of  July,  wherein  Mr.  Solomon  High  was 
president,  succour  was  demanded  to  defray  the  expenses  of  travel- 
ling of  two  hundred  and  fifty  volunteers,  who  had  arrived  from 
Kentucky  on  their  way  to  Texas.  The  eloquent  addresses  which 
were  delivered,  had  produced  but  a  sterile  sympathy,  and  a  hesitation 
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was  manifested,  which  filled  the  antagonists  ot  Texas  with  joy.  At 
this  moment  I  stepped  forward,  placed  my  name  first  on  the  list, 
drew  out  my  purse,  cotitributed  what  I  could,  and  then  the  collection 
of  a  considerable  sum  took  place.  No  ridiculous  ostentation  induces 
me  to  mention  this  fact ;  my  sole  object  is  to  prove  that  I  suffered  no 
occasion  to  escape  me,  in  which  I  could  be  of  the  slightest  service  to 
the  cause  of  Texas. 

The  subsequent  suspension  of  the  Correo  is  by  no  means  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  small  number  of  subscribers.  I  had  determined  to  con- 
tinue it  at  all  hazards ;  but  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  weather  ren- 
dered me  incapable  of  holding  the  pen,  and  the  impossibility  of  pro- 
curing a  collaborator  compelled  me  finally  to  jtbandon  it.  It  will 
scarcely  be  believed  that  even  my  silence  did  not  shelter  me  from  new 
insults.  My  farewell  appeared  in  the  ** Correo*'  of  the  15th  of 
August,  and  on  the  16th  the  valient  editors  of  the  **L'Echo  de  la 
Louisiane,"  honored  me  with  expressions,  which,  had  they  emanated 
from  rational  and  educated  men,  would  have  necessarily  been  produc- 
tive of  serious  consequences. 

I  have  hitherto  spoken  of  losses,  injuries,  toil  and  dangers,  all  of 
which  was  spontaneously  incurred;  and  although  willingness,  in  the 
present  instance,  be  not  less  meritous  than  duty,  nevertheless,  as  I 
was  neither  counselled  nor  required  by  any  Texian  to  pursue  the 
course  I  selected,  I  would  abstain  from  presenting  my  claims  to  you 
under  the  aspect  of  jvstice.  But  the  true  question  is  this:  were  my 
services  useful  to  the  Texians,  or  not?  If  they  were  useful,  will 
their  national  honor  and  sence  of  right  permit  them  to  forget  them  t 
A  few  words  on  this  subject,  and  I  have  done. 

The  charges  of  Mexico  against  Texas  were  doubtless  nonsensical. 
To  assert  that  the  adhesion  of  the  colonists  to  the  system  they  in 
commont  with  the  other  confederated  states  had  sworn  to  observe, 
was  treachery;  that  the  defence  of  their  sovereignty,  liberty,  and 
independence  from  all  other  states,  which  were  literally  proclaimed  by 
the  federal  compact,  was  rebellion;  that  the  liberal  offer  made  by 
them  to  co-operate  with  the  other  states  in  re-estal?lishing  the  fed- 
eral government,  which  had  been  destroyed  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
was  ingratitude;  and  that  their  right  to  maintain  the  full  enjoyment 
of  their  jurisdiction  in  their  own  territory,  was  usurpation;  all  this, 
together  with  the  efforts  of  the  Mexican  government  to  obtain  French 
or  English  intermediation  in  their  quarrel,  was  undoubtedly  the 
ne  plus  ultra  of  folly.  But,  very  little  acquaintance,  with  the  moral 
character  of  the  Mexicans  is  required  to  be  convinced  that  these  very 
delusions,  which  flattered  so  much  their  passions,  formed  the  strong- 
est lever  that  raised  them  to  declare  a  national  war  to  Texas.  Their 
Congress  took  care  to  foment  this  national  excitement,  when,  in  its 
decree  of  the  27th  of  April,  1836,  at  which  time  it  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  news  of  the  defeat  and  capture  of  the  president  Santa 
Anna  of  the  21st  at  San  Jacinto,  a  '/Ijegion  of  Honor*'  was  estab- 
lished **to  reward  the  distinguished  services  of  the  army  and  navy." 
This  institution,  towever,  could  add  but  very  little  to  an  enthusiasm 
which  had  already  reached  its  height  aniorig  all  classelS,  since,  as  I 
have  already  insinuated,  the  Mexican  federal  refugees  in  New-Orleans, 
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among  whom  were  colonels,  generals,  legislators,  a  governor,  a  vice- 
president  &c.  all  declared  themselves  against  Texas,  that  is,  in  favor  of 
centralism,  although  in  the  free  country  in  which  they  lived,  nothing 
compelled  them  to  this  exposition  of  their  sentiments. 

The  following  fact  will  further  prove  both  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
Mexicans  in  the  war  against  Texas,  and  their  facility  in  deluding 
themselves,  when  their  reason  is  made  subservient  to  their  wishes. 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  Mr.  John  Q.  Adams  made  a  speech 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  31st  of  May,  1836,  against 
the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  This  gentleman, 
beheld,  as  I  stated  in  my  Correo  of  the  11th  of  July,  in  the  cap- 
tivity or  death  of  Santa  Anna,  a  source  of  revolution  in  Mexico,  and 
from  this  revolution  a  war  between  the  United  States  and  that 
Eepublic;  a  war  of  races;  a  war  between  Anglo-Saxon  Americans, 
and  Morisco-Spanish-Mexican  Americans;  a  war  which  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  would  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  aggression, 
conquest,  and  the  re-establishment  of  slavery  in  a  country  where 
it  had  been  abolished;  a  war  in  which  the  Mexicans  would  pursue  the 
Texians  to  the  very  centre  of  the  United  States ;  in  which  the  Creeks, 
the  Seminoles,  the  Negroes  &c.  would  make  common  cause  with 
them;  a  war,  in  which  an  intrepid  Mexican  invader  might  proclaim 
the  abolition  of  slavery  on  the  very  soil  of  the  Union,  and  would 
swear  vengeance  against  the  enemies  of  the  Indians,  whose  alliance 
with  Mexico  he  already  foresaw;  and  lastly,  combining  the  ideas 
of  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  with  its  incorpora- 
tion in  the  United  States,  and  with  the  conquest  of  Coahuila,  Tamau- 
lipas,  Santa  Fe  &c.  he  saw  Great  Britain  and  France  leaping  in  the 
arena  &c.  I  opposed  these  chimeras  with  obvious  observations  in 
the  Correo  above  quoted,  and  with  the  sensible  report  presented  to 
the  Senate  by  Mr.  Clay,  chairman  of  the  committee  on^  forei^ 
affairs.  All  men  of  ordinary  intellect  would  have  pronounced  Mr. 
Adams'  discourse  to  be  the  raving  insanity;  but  the  Mexicans  hailed 
him  as  their  guardian  angel,  and  decreed  him  a  statue. 

Under  such  circumstances,  and  whatever  superiority  in  valor  we 
may  ascribe  to  the  Texians,  no  reasonable  being  would  have  imagined 
that  seven  millions  of  Mexicans,  united  under  a  despotic  govern- 
ment, would  have  failed  to  annihilate  the  handful  of  colonists  that 
dared  to  oppose  them.  By  what  miracle  were,  then,  the  movements 
of  an  entire  nation  paralysed,  and  this  formidable  mass  dissolved 
and  melted  away?  Not  certainly  from  the  want  of  pecuniary  re- 
sources, since,  however  insignificant  a  nation  may  be,  by  the  union 
at  once  of  the  principles  and  interests  of  its  population,  all  such 
obstacles  can  be  ready  overcome,  nor  would  Mexico  have  been  wanting 
in  any  kind  of  war-like  equipment,  had  not  its  government  been 
deprived  of  the  moral  strength  indispensable  in  eflSciency  directing 
the  will  of  the  people  to  a  common  object.  This  was  eflfected  by 
the  efforts  of  philanthropic  writers,  who  being  horrified  at  the  sight 
of  a  fanatic  nation  determined  to  disgrace  and  outrage  the  human 
species  by  intolerable  abuses  of  power,  changed  the  opinions  and 
sentiments  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  Mexican  republicans,  dis- 
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pelled  the  threatened  tempest,  and  rendered  it  impossible  perhaps  for 
ever,  to  undertake  a  ** national  war''  against  Texas. 

Now  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  inquire;  has  not  the  **Correo  Atl&n- 
tico''  contributed,  perhaps  more  powerfully  than  any  other  journal 
of  the  period,  to  this  important  and  arduous  labor?    I  have  demon- 
strated that  its  influence  was  feared  in  Mexico  even  before  the  war, 
when  it  elevated  alone  the  standard  of  defence  of  the  Texian  honor, 
which  had  been  outraged  by  the  periodicals  of  the  country,  until  the 
total  ruin  and  exile  of  the  editor  were  the  consequences.     But,  in 
New-Orleans,  during  the  war  and  subsequently,  I  did  more.    I  began 
by  offering  my  sword  in  the  Texian  service ;  I  gave  plans  of  defence ; 
I  combated  the  measures  of  government  which  tended  to  deprive  the 
Texians  of  succour  from  the  United  States ;  and  I  undertook  finally 
to  conduct  the  paper,  of  which  I  have  already  given  you  some  idea. 
I  feel  it  now  to  be  my  duty  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Congress  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  the  complete  collection  of  the 
**Correo  Atlantico,*'  from  its  first  number  published  in  Mexico  to  the 
last  which  appeared  in  New-Orleans,  in  order  that  no  proofs  of  what 
I  have  affirmed  may  be  needed.    It  will  be  seen  by  my  files  that,  ia 
addition  to  my  perseverance  in  defending  the  Texian  independence,, 
and  in  advocating  its  recognition  by  the  United  States,     Iwas  cer- 
tainly the  only  one  to  conceive  the  project  of  putting  in  a  salutary 
collision  the  opinions  of  the  Mexicans,  now  censuring  the  inconsis- 
tencies of  those  federalists  who  desired  at  the  same  time  the  soY* 
ereignty  of  the  states  and  the  subjugation  of  Texas;  at  another  time 
undeceiving  the  aggressors  of  Texas  with  regard  to  the  real  moual, 
political  and  military  merits  of  their  idoliaed  chief;  and  again  ex- 
plaining to  all  parties  the  folly  of  a  war,  in  which  victory  itself 
would  neither  crown  them  with  the  glory  of  conquering  a  powerful 
enemy,  nor  secure  to  them  the  future  possession  of  the  country  for 
which  they  fought;  arguments  which  being  presented  in  Spanish  to 
a  nation  upon  which  no  impression  can  be  made  unless  addressed 
in  its  native  language,  could  not  fail  to  dissipate  its  hostile  enthu- 
siasm against  Texas,  and  thus  to  secure,  the  future  safety  of  this  young 
Republic. 

All  scepticism  on  this  subject  will  disappear  when  I  cite  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  from  the  Telegraph  and  Texas  Register  of  the  2d 
August   1836: 

*'We  take  extracts  from  the  Correo  Atlantico  of  the  11th  ultimo, 
a  paper  devoted  heart  and  soul  to  our  cause,  and  mthout  exception 
its  most  strenuous  supporter." 

The  testimony  of  Messrs.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar,  Houston,  the  brother 
of  the  President  of  the  Republic,  and  other  notable  citizens,  will 
be  questioned  still  less.  These  gentlemen  having  heard  in  New- 
Orleans,  in  my  house,  and  from  my  lips,  the  open  manifestation  of 
my  opinions  and  feelings  with  respect  to  Texas,  designed  to  recom- 
mend me  to  address  to  Congress  this  humble  petition,  that  it  may 
decree  a  recompense  either  in  land  or  in  any  other  form,  as  your 
judgment  may  best  decide,  and  as  you  may  consider  consonant  with: 
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the  principles  of  justice  and  equity  which  preside  in  your  legisla- 
tive councils.- 

0.  de  A.  SANTANGELO. 

[Endorsed] 

Appeal  from  0.  de 
Santangelo  to  Congress 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas  1838 
New-Orleans,  April  22d,  1838. 

No.   717 

1838  Apr-  27,  W[ILLIS]  ROBERTS,  MOBILE,  [ALABAMA], 

TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Asking  an  appointment  for  his  son,  Joel  Roberts;  [Samuel]  Alex- 
ander [Roberts]  the  bearer.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  718 

1838  Apr.,  MAGNUS  T.  ROGERS  AND  ANDERSON  SEARCY, 
CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  YAZOO  COUNTY,  MISSISSIPPI 

Indictment  for  murder.  Copy  from  the  original  indictment  in 
Warren  County  Circuit  Court.     3  p. 

Including  appended  attestations;  with  no.  1219. 

Attestation  of  a  transcript  from  the  records  of  the  Yazoo  County 
Circuit  Court.     1  p. 

Circuit  Court  seal  attached;  letter  appended,  1  p.  (No.  1102); 
appended  to  the  above. 

No.  719 

1838  May  1,  S.  R.  FISHER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

]\Iiatagorda  May  1st  1838 
Dear  General — 

Before  I  left  **Houston''  (I  detest  the  name)  T  did  myself  the 
honor,  at  your  request  to  made  a  few  notes  of  the  Celebrated  Lafite— 
Since  overhauling  my  papers  here,  I  find  the  foUg  [following] :  mem, 
made  at  the  time  which  is  more  minute — **  Wednesday  July  12—" 
(1827)''  Lafite  died  at  Lasbocas  59  leagues  from  Campeche  on  the. 
North  Coast  of  Yucatan  about  Eleven  years  Since,  and  was  buried 
at  Salam,  two  leagues  from  Lasbocas''  this  I  had  from  an  old  half 
Mexican,  half  Indian  named  Gregorio  who  Stated  he  had  been  a 
prisoner  with  him,  and  had  been  at  Galveston  Island"  he  died  of 
fever — ■_ — 

I  perceive  that  you  and  Judge  Burnet  run  on  the  Same  ticket- 
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I  do  not  conceive  there  will  be  in  this  Section  of  the  Country,  any 
Noticeable  opposition — 

God  Speed  you  both,  and  believe  me  very  truy  &C.  &C.  &C.  &C.&C. 

S.  Rhoads-Fisher 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  S  Rhodes  Fisher 


Gen.  M.  B.  Lamar 
Houston 


Mfttigorda  May  1-  1838 

On  the  Death  of  Lefitte 

No.  720 

1838  May  1,  J.  A.  WHARTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Eagle  Island  May  1st  1838 
Dear  Sir 

I  expected  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  or  I  would  have 
written  before  now.  An  attempt  was  lately  made  to  have  Smith 
nominated  in  this  county,  which  failed,  I  presume  it  was  got  up 
without  his  consent,  with  a  view  of  defeating  your  election.  If  we 
have  two  candidates  from  Western  Texas,  they  will  start  one  in  the 
East  a  few  days  before  the  election,  in  the  same  way  that  Houston 
was  palmed  on  us.  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  you  stand  well  in  the 
East,  and  you  will  recieve  almost  an  imanimous  suffrage  in  this  Sec- 
tion—  &  the  West.  I  refer  you  to  Drs  Clendenin  and  Cockrane  for 
more  minute  information,  they  have  lately  been  in  the  West  and 
had  good  opportunities  of  ascertaining  the  public  sentiment  Would 
it  be  adviseable  to  have  a  nomination  at  Velasco  during  the  races  t 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  by  Clendenin,  and  let  me  know  in 
what  respect  I  can  be  useful  in  promoting  your  election. 
I  should  be  glad  to  present  you  a  lot  in  Velasco,  and  that  you  would 
make  it  your  residence.  The  place  is  rapidly  improving,  and  I  con- 
sider the  property  very  valuable.  The  great  advantage  which  it 
possesses  over  all  other  places  in  this  part  of  Texas,  in  regard  to 
health  will  sooner  or  later  make  it  a  place  of  importance,  and  if  you 
&  some  others  were  to  make  it  your  residence,  it  would  attract  the 
attention  of  intelligent  immigrants,  and  we  might  soon  enjoy  that 
blessing  of  which  Texas  has  so  long  stood  in  need,  good  Society, 

Yours  truly 

John  A  Wharton 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl  M  B  Lamar  John  A.  Wharton 

Houston  Eagle  Island  1st.  May  1838 
Dr  Clendenin  Political 
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No.  721 

1838  May  2,  J.  S.  JONES  TO  [M.]  B.  LAMAR 

Brazoria  May  2d  1838 
Genl  M  B  Lamar 

Dr  Sir 

I  dispatched  a  gentleman 
by  the  name  of  Graves-eight  or  ten  days  since  the  bearer  of  a  letter 
to  yourself  I  have  since  been  informed  he  has  made  a  disposition  of 
my  horses  &  departed  for  the  United  States  — I  imagine  therefore 
you  have  not  received  my  letter  which  places  me  under  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  troubling  you  with  another  letter  in  which  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  me —  as  I  stated  in  my  former  letter  Messrs.  Lej?er 
&  Thompson  obstinately  refuse  to  deliver  me  the  press  and  deny  my 
authority  to  dispose  of  it  in  any  manner  whatever — They  have  ren- 
dered themselves  so  odious  and  unpopular  that  they  have  not  a  sin- 
gle friend  to  advance  a  dollar  for  them —  I  believe  with  an  order 
from  yourself  accompanied  with  the  arfti]cles  [of]  agreement  I 
could  manage  to  obtain  possession — Could  I  prevail  upon  you  to 
transmit  me  an  order  and  the  articles  of  agreement  by  the  bearer  of 
this  note  (Mr.  Kriser)  My  Broth  I  suppose  has  left  for  Mobile — 

T  am  Dr  Sir  with  sentiments  of  the 
highest  Respect  Your  Friend  &  servant 
James  S.  Jones 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  J.  S.  Jones — 

City  of  Houston  Brazoria  2nd.  May  38 

Texas  about  a  Horse 

Mr.  Kriser) 

No.  722 

[1838  May  2],  LEGER  &  THOMPSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Brazoria  May  [2]  1838 
General, 

We  request  your  attention  to  our  quarterly  account  of  the  financial 
position  published  in  the  No.  of  to-day. 

In  this  article  we  have  but  slighted  alluded  to  the  many  under- 
hand manoeuvres  by  which  a  few  contemptible  knaves  and  fools 
endeavour  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  our  publication.  Their 
motives  for  this  conduct  it  is  impossible  to  divine,  unless  jealousy 
for  the  powerful  influence  which  we  are  daily  acquiring  with  the 
poorer  and  more  numerous  class  of  the  community, —  this  they  fear, 
at  the  approaching  election,  will  militate  against  the  choice  of  their 
favourites. 

A  Mr.  Jones  has  been  here  requiring  immediate  cash  payment  for 
the  Press  or  its  delivery  into  his  hands.  He  represented  himself  to 
be  the  brother  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Mobile,  but  as  he  brought  no  creden- 
tials from  you,  of  course  we  refused  to  treat  with  him,  knowing  no 
one  but  you  as  the  owner. 
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Since  our  rejection  of  his  overtures   [  ]   been   [  ]    to 

sell  the  Press.     Amongst  other  persons  who  pretend  to  have  pur- 
chased it,  is  the  Hon.  John  H.  Beale,  Mayor  of  this  city. 

A  few  words  on  the  character  of  this  gentleman  may  not  be 
irrelevant  to  the  subject,  although,  no  doubt,  he  is  already  known  to 
you. 

He  is  one  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  Senator  Russell  addressed  his 
letter  on  the  subject  of  the  nomination.  He  called  upon  us  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  A.  C.  Hyde  on  the  occasion,  and,  pouring  out  a  mass 
of  vulgar  invectives  against  yourself,  avowed  his  intention  to  sup- 
port Messrs.  Smith  &  Jones.  We  plainly  declared  to  him  our  course, 
and  the  next  day  published  the  Democratick  Ticket.  When  Mr. 
Beale  saw  how  well  this  ticket  was  seconded  by  publick  opinion  in 
this  county,  he  changed  his  party  and  sustained  your  nomination  at 
the  meeting  in  Columbia. 

We  have  further  ascertained  that  Mr.  Jones  is  largely  indebted  to 
Major  Francis  Bingham,  and  Beale,  who  has  not  a  cent  of  his  own, 
has  written  to  that  gentleman  promising  him,  that  if  he  will  advance 
him  to  [sic]  money  to  [one  line  torn  out]  he  shall  be  paid  his  account 
against  Jones. 

We  have  thought  that  you  would  not  be  sorry  to  be  acquainted 
with  these  circumstances,  contemptible  as  they  are,  in  order  that  you 
may  know  the  masks. 

We  are  always  ready  to  fulfill  the  agreement  in  virtue  of  which 
we  possess  the  Press,  and  Mr.  Jones  has  not  informed  us  of  his  terms. 

Our  cause  is  rapidly  gathering  strength  among  the  mass  of  the 
People ;  an  increasing  circulation  and  letters  of  congratulation  from 
all  parts  of  Republick  are  indubitable  proofs  of  this. 

Believe,  General,  that  we  are  as  warmly  as  ever  devoted  to  your 
interests  and  attached  to  your  person — With  sentiments  of  affec- 
tionate esteem,  we  have  the  honour  to  be — 

Your  humble  Servts 
Gen.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Leger  &  Thompson 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

General  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar      Leger  &  Tomson 
Houston  Brazoria  2nd  May. 

1838 
Respecting  paper 

No.  723 

1838  May  10,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Mobile  May  10th  1838 
Dear  Lamar 

Since  the  date  of  my  letter  by 
Huntington  I  dined  with  Col.  Hockley  at  the  house  of  a  friend  of 
mine.  Towards  the  close  of  the  evening  the  subject  of  the  Presidential 
election  of  Texas  was  introduced  and  the  question  was  asked  will 
(Jenl.  Lamar  have  any  opposition?  I  replied  in  the  negative.  Col. 
Hockley  said  with  great  emphasis  there  will  be  opposition.  I  asked, 
who!    He  replied  Genl.  Rusk.    I  enquired  the  ground  he  had  for  en- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


156  Texas  State  Library 

tering  this  opinion. —  He  said  that  Genl.  Rusk  did  not  consider  him- 
self boimd  by  that  letter  addressed  to  you,  but  at  any  rate  Rusk's 
friends  without  asking  him  any  question  would  put  up  his  name  &  run 
him,  as  I  understood  from  the  conversation  with  his  (Rusk's)  consent. 
This  was  not  stated  in  terms,  but  it  was  a  fair  inference  from  the 
conversation.  This  circumstance  coupled  with  the  intelligence  from 
New  Orleans  induces  me  to  believe  that  Rusk  has  some  idea  of  oppos- 
ing you. 

I  shall  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  come  over  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing. I  expect  to  receive  a  letter  from  you  by  the  Columbia,  which 
will  furnish  me  with  all  the  intelligence.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
interest  felt  here  in  the  election.  One  of  the  bitterest  opponents  yoa 
had  in  Texas  was  the  Post-Master  General,  who  I  was  glad  to  learn 
would  be  absent  from  the  Republic  till  the  fall.  Hockley  said  nothing 
against  you  in  my  presence  but  it  was  easy  to  discern  his  feelings. 
My  friends  here  were  kind  &  polite  to  him  &  I  was  induced  to  be  the 
more  with  him  to  learn  what  I  could  in  relation  to  your  opponents, 
believing  that  he  knew  every  thing  about  their  movements. 

Mr.  White,  the  gentleman,  who  will  deliver  you  this  letter  is  the 
agent  of  the  Bank  at  Tuskaloosa  to  settle  with  [Mr.]  Baker.  You 
will  find  him  a  worthy  gentleman  &  I  commend  him  to  your  kind  at- 
tentions. Remember  me  to  all  friends  &  believe  me  to  be  truly  and 
sincerely  your 

devoted  friend 

W   .Jefferson   Jones 

[Addressed]  [Endorsedj 

Hon.  Thos.  J.  Jones 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Mobile  10  May  1838 

Vice-President  Political 

of  Texas 
Mr.  White)  Houston 

No.  724 

1838  May  10,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Mobile  May  10th  1838 
Dear  Lamar 

Upon  my  arrival  here  I  found  that 
my  business  had  fallen  into  considerable  confusion.  It  will  take  me 
several  weeks  yet  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos,  and  I  can  not  fix  a 
day  certain  for  my  return. 

Plummer  told  me  the  other  day  that  he  saw  Dunlap  in  New  Orleans, 
who  had  been  a  great  deal  with  the  partner  of  Rusk  &  that  Dunlap 
informed  him  that  Rusk  would  certainly  run  against  you.  This  in- 
formation he  said  he  received  from  undoubted  authority  but  said  he 
was  bound  over  to  secrecy  as  to  the  source  from  whence  he  received 
it.  The  plan  as  developed  by  Dunlap  was  this  The  people  were  to 
bring  Rusk  forward  &  run  him  against  his  will — and  he  was  to  be 
forced  to  take  office  (if  elected)  against  his  will — If  not  elected,  he 
could  soothe  his  vanity  by  saying  that  he  did  not  run — that  he  ex- 
plicitly declined  &c.    It  is  rendered,  from  these  circumstances,  morally 
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certain  that  if  Rusk  should  be  put  up  in  the  manner  suggested  that 
it  will  be  done  by  his  own  procurement.  I  write  these  things  that  you 
may  know  every  movement  of  your  enemies  &  to  enable  you  to  take 
such  step9  as  may  be  necessary  to  expose  the  Qontrivers  of  this  wicked 
&  unmanly  artifice. 

Should  there  be  opposition  from  any  quarter,  you  must  not  fail 
[to  write]  to  me  upon  the  instant,  and  I  will  leave  my  matters  here 
to  work  for  you  there —  Your  friends  here  are  all  well  and  maiJy  of 
them  will  visit  Texas  this  summer  and  among  the  rest  Chandler  & 
Judge  Thornton,  who  are  determined  to  remove  to  Texas,  if  they  like 
the  country — 

Maj.  Mazrant  &  his  family  send  their  kindest  regards  to  you, 
together  with  Dri  Smith  &  his  lady  &  say  if  you  should  fail  to  visit 
them  when  you  pass  thro'  Mobile  they  will  consider  themselves  as 
highly  offended — 

Remember  me  in  suitable  terms  to  all  my  friends  and  believe  me 
to  be  truly  &  sincerely  your  well-wisher  &  faithful  Servt. 

W.  Jefferson  Jones 

[Endorsed] 
T.  J.  Jones — 

Mobile  10  May  1838 

Political 

No.  725 

1838  May  12,  W[ILLIS]  ROBERTS,  MOBILE,  [ALABAMA],  TO 
SAMUEL  ALEXANDER  ROBERTS,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Inclosing  money  refunded  by  a  counterfeiter;  the  settlement  of 
business  preparatory  to  the  removal  to  Texas;  his  own  plan  to  bring 
a  house-frame,  lumber,  provisions  and  negroes  to  Live  Oak  Point; 
the  route.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  726 

1838  May  12.  HENRY  S.  LEVERT,  MOBILE,   [ALABAMA],  TO 

SAM[UE]L  A[LEXANDER1  ROBERTS,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS 

Business  of  Roberts,  Mayrant,  and  himself ;  plaA  to  visit  Texas  with 
Dr.  Smith ;  a  request  to  look  out  for  land  for  purchase.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  727 

1838  May  13,  JAMES  A.  MAYES.  FORSYTHE,  GEORGIA,  TO 
M[iRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Inquiry  in  regard  to  the  bounty  land  due  the  estate  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Wadsworth,  the  writer's  brother-in-law.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 
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No.  728 

1838    May    13,    J.     CALHOUN,     COLUMBUS,     GEORGIA,     TO 
M[IRABEAU]   B[UONAPAETE]   LAMAR,   [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS'] 

Introducing  C.  W.  Buckley.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  729 

1838  May  15,  JOHN  F.  MARTIN,  LAWRENCEVILLE,  GEORGIA, 

TO  M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  Benjamin  S.  Pendleton.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  730 

1838  May  16,  R.  E.  HANDY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Richmond  May  16th  1838 
My  Dear  Genl. 

I  have  purchased  the  press  of  Mr  Jones  on  which  the 
^People'  is  now  printed —  In  payment  I  have  given  him  several  notes 
of  hand  on  different  individuals  &  merchants  amounting  in  all  to 
nine  hundred  Dollars. 

Mr.  Jones  has  given  us  an  order  on  you  —  and  likewise  on  Mess 
Leger  &  Thompson  for  the  delivery  of  the  press  on  the  first  of  august 
—  I  hope  there  will  be  no  diflSculty  about  the  matter  — <  Mr.  Jones 
assures  me  there  will  be  none  —  I  enclose  our  obligation  for  the  400$ 
you  so  kindly  loaned  me  —  Do  me  the  favor  to  write  by  first  oppor- 
tunuity 

To  Always.  Truly, 

Gen  Lamar  Robert  Eden  Handy 

[Addressed]  [  Endorsed] 

To/  R  E  Handy 

Genl.  M  B  Lamar  Richmond  16  May  1838 

Houston 
Favd. 

Mr  James  P  Jones 
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No.  731 

1838  May  18,  J.  McN.  STEWART  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Brazoria 
May  18.  1838. 
Oen  M.  B.  Lamar 

Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  I  transmit  to  you  the  note  on  Dr  Jones — 
He  does  not  know  I  hold  it;  and  as  it  is  payable  to  you,  please  pre- 
sent it  for  me —  and  forward  the  money  by  Mr  Reese — I  am  much  in 
want  at  present,  and  as  he  seems  to  be  on  the  eve  of  a  campaign 
for  the  Vice-Presidency y  it  is  quite  uncertain  when  I  shall  see  him. 
It  is  discouraging  to  think  of  waiting  till  he  shall  have  been  elected. 
The  **Vox  Populi*'  has  already  sprinkled  salt  upon  his  tail. 

Times  are  still ;  here, — 'but  little  said  of  politics — I  think,  as  I  trust, 
the  weather  will  be  fair  for  you — 

Yours  respectfully 
J.  McN.  Stewart 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Gen  M.  B.  Lamar  J  M  N  Stewart 

Houston  Brazoria  18  May  1838 

T —  With  Dr,  Jones,        Note 

Mr  Reese 

No.  732 

1838  May  19,  FELIX  C.  CALLONET,  BOSTON,    [MASSACHU- 
SETTS], TO  M[IRABEAU1   B[ITONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Indorsing  George  M.  Weld  for  consul  for  Texas  in  Boston.     A.  L.  S. 

Ip. 

No.  733 

1838  May  19,  ABNER  NEAL,  BALTi:\IORE,   MARYLAND,   TO 

[MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  the  land  due  the  estate  of  James  Stewart,  of 
Baltimore,  volunteer  under  Captain  Snell,  and  the  steps  necessary 
to  secure  it.     A.  L.  S.     2  p. 

No.  734 

1838  June  1-2,  BROWN  &  GUION  TO  J.  M.  ALLEN 

New  York   1st   June   1838 
Capt  Jno  M.  Allen  (Texas) 
Dear  Sir 

You  will  no  doubt  be  not  a  little  surp[rised]  to  hear 
that  the  Draft  of  Doctor  Ashbel  Smith  on  the  Texas  Government  for 
Thirteen  Hundred  Dollars  endorsed  by  you  up  to  this  moment  re- 
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mains  unhonored  although  it  was  payable  at  sight  and  was  presented 
early  in  March.  This  is  certainly  a  strange  way  of  upholding  the 
Credit  of  a  Government,  and  will  not  tend  to  the  ready  circulation  of 
Texian  paper  in  this  Market.  We  beg  your  Attention  to  it  as  we 
have  directed  the  Bill  to  be  protested  immediately  if  not  paid,  and 
of  course,  we  will  be  thr[own]  back  on  yourself  as  the  Endorsee. 

Very  respecty. 
We  are 
Dear  Sir 

Your  Obt.  Svt. 
Brown  &  Quion 

2nd  June  1838 
Dear  Sir 

.  We  are  this  moment  since  writing  the  preceeding  ep[istlel 
in  possession  of  a  Letter  from  Messrs  Dobie  &  McCaskill  the  Corres- 
pondents of  our  Agent  Mr.  Akin  of  New  Orleans  by  which  it  would 
appear  that  the  Texian  Government  or  their  accredited  Agent  the 
Surgeon  General  of  Texas  seem  rather  remiss  in  meeting  their  obli- 
gations—  This  I  certainly  was  not  led  to  expect  from  the  References 
given  us.  It  now  appears  that  Dr.  Smith  asserts  that  there  was  no 
such  an  understanding  that  the  Dft.  was  to  be  paid  in  Mexican  Milled 
Dollars,  he  Dr.  Smith  asserts  that  the  signing  the  Dft,  sometime.  Mr. 
Allen  mentioned;  I  presume  [having]  received  a  Portion  of  your 
import  Duties  in  Silver,  Dr.  Smith  [in] formed  him  that  they  reed, 
nothincr  but  Texas  money  or  Silver  &  Gold  &  that  Mr.  A  Brigham 
Treasurer  would  as  soon  pay  his  Dft.  in  silver  or  mexican  milled  Dol- 
lars as  any  other  persons  &  made  the  Endorsement  on  the  back  to  A 
Brigham  Treasurer*'  Messrs  Dobie  &  McCaskill  go  on  to  relate.  I 
assured  Dr.  Smith  that  if  he  would  pay  me  in  Treasury  Dfts  (Star 
money)  that  I  would  take  it  at  the  discnt  in  New  Orleans,  he  would 
.  not  &  said  that  there  was  no  such  [un]derstanding  &  that  if  there 
was  no  silver  it  was  to  be  paid  in  Star  money 

Now  to  you  who  were  present  I  will  not  insult  you  by  [re] capitu- 
lating the  Conversation  which  took  place  in  yonr  Presence  repeatedly 
did  we  refuse  to  receive  the  Texian  Dfts  at  discount  as  you  well  know 
and  had  these  bills  not  been  backed  by  the  Honourable  Character 
which  you  have  sustained  here  Dr.  Ashbel  Smith  would  as  far  as  we 
are  concerned  have  gone  hence  his  mission  unfulfilled.  We  have 
therefore  briefly  to  state — If  as  we  are  led  to  suppose  in  this  their 
first  attempt  to  impose  a  Correspondence  with  this  City  The  Texian 
Govmt.  shall  compell  us  to  become  a  Beacon  Light  to  point  out  to 
the  Honble  Mr.  Smith  what  his  faith  is  to  be  in  Texian  Honour  in 
Texian  Contracts  more  partielarly  those  entered  into  by  Texian 
Heads  of  Departments  we  must  be  content  and  will  as  a  Duty  to  our 
Fellow  fCi]tizens  take  care  it  shall  through  the  Instrumentality  of 
the  press  [be]  duly  disseminated.  It  is  passing  strange  that  a  Dft 
presented  early  in  March,  payable  at  sight  should  wait  until  May  be- 
fore even  this  shufflini?  answer  could  be  obtained  It  certainly  would 
have  been  admirable  Business  indeed  to  receive  a  profit  of  abt  5  p  Ct 
on  goods  purchased  and  lose  40  pr  Ct  on  the  Texi[an]  Star  money, 
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coupled  with  the  additional  charge  of  10  pr  Ct  Exchange  b[etweeiil 
New  Orleans  and  this  City. 

Mr  A  Smith  in  his  Letter  to  us  complains  that  a  Box  [of]  medicine 
was  deficient,  we  informed  him,  before  he  went  hence,  that  it  was 
not  shipped  as  we  had  to  obtain  it  from  Philadelphia,  but  before  it 
did  arrive  we  had  information  that  the  Dft.  had  not  been  honored, 
we  have  therefore  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  our  Agents  at  New  Or- 
leans to  be  delivered  to  Dr.  Smiths  Agent  whenever  he  or  the  Texian 
Government  or  their  Treasurer  shall  meet  honorably  their  Engage- 
ments 

On  Reference  to  Mr.  Seymour  he  perfectly[?l  Quotted[?]  the 
Conversation  which  took  place  between  himself  &  Dr.  Smith  and  his 
understanding  was  the  Amo[unt]  was  to  be  paid  in  Spanish  Dollars 
or  their  Equivalent  as  expressed  by  [Dr]  Smith  on  the  back  of  the 
Bill,  nay  he  says  farther  that  Dr  Smith  inform[ed]  him  he  considered 
himself  personally  responsible  for  the  Amount  of  the  Dft  payable 
here —  We  have  conversed  with  Major  Horton  on  the  subject  and 
he  was  not  a  little  surprised  after  Dr.  S  had  given  such  an  explicit 
Draft  that  it  should  have  been  so  treated  — Hie  promises  to  write  on 
the  subject  to  the  Treasurer,  and  We  feel  assured  that  no  exertions 
or  influence  on  your  part  will  be  spared  to  have  this  matter  speedily 
and  honorably  liquidated. 

'With  Great  Respect 
We  forgot  to  say  the  Bill  was  We  remain  Dear  Sir 

duly  protested  &  Notice  Tour  Obt  SVts 

forwarded  you  from  N/0  Brown  &  Guion 

[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Captain  John  M  Allen  Brown  &  Guion 

(Late  of  Texian  Navy 

Republic  of  Texas 
Care  of  Messrs  McKinney  &  Williams 
Galveston 

No.  735 

1838  June  7,  R[OBERT]  E[MMETT1  B[LEDS0E1  BAYLOR,    . 
MOBILE,   [ALABAMA],  TO  M[IRABEAU]   B[UONA. 
PARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Mr.  White,  mechanic;  congratulations  upon  the  cer- 
tainty of  election  as  president.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  736 

1838  Junes,  A[LBERT]  C.  HORTON,  MATAGORDA,  [TEXAS], 
TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Inviting  Lamar  to  visit  Matagorda  and  to  accompany  him  on  a 
tour  of  the  West ;  the  good  political  effect  of  such  a  tour.    A.  L.  S. 

ip. 

11— Library. 
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No.  737 

1838  June  10,  E.  L.  STICKNEY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Milam  Cty 
Nashville  10  June  1838. 
Dear  General 

We  have  had  a  meeting  in  this  district  the  largest  ever  Known 
and  the  people  have  expressed  their  opinion  in  the  following  Lan- 
guage- 
Resolved  that  we  witness  with  much  Gratification  the  conduct  of 
our  distinguished  Citizen  T  J  Rusk  in  refusing  to  run  in  opposition 
to  our  Esteemed  Friend  Generl  Mirabeau  B  Lamar  as  a  Candidate 
for  President  of  this  Republic 

Resolved  that  we  now  entertain  the  same  feeling  of  Admiration 
and  respect  alike  as  well  to  one  as  the  other  of  the  above  named 

Gentlemen 

(nothing  new  on  this  frontier) 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  success 
I  remain  Your  Obt  Sevt 
E  Lawrence  Stickney 

[Addressed]    •  [Endorsed] 

Gen  M  B  Lamar  Laurence  Stickney 

Vice  President  &c  10th  June  1838 

Houston  Resolutions  &  Politics 


Texas 


No.  738 


1838  [Juried  11,  W[ILLIAMJ  B.  ALDRIDGE  AND  JAMES 
KNIGHT,  COLUMBIA,   [TEXAS] 

Agreement  regarding  the  division  of  land  on   Oyster   Creek  pur- 
chased jointly  by  the  late  Walter  White  and  J.  B.  Lynch.    D.  S.   2  p. 
Including  appended  note. 

No.  739 

1S38  June  12,  LEGER  &  THOMPSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON] 

Brazoria,  12th  June  1838. 
General, 

Persons  opposced  to  your  election  have,  for  some  time  passed, 
been  besieging  us  with  their  ridiculous  efforts  to  make  us  deviate 
from  the  course  we  have  freely  chosen  to  follow.  They  leave  no 
means  untried  to  turn  us  from  your  support.  Sometimes,  it  is  our 
partiality  upon  which  they  ground  their  pretensions  that  we  ought 
to  publish  communications  containing  offensive  personalities  agaipst 
you;  sometimes,  profiting  by  the  difficult  financial  position  in  which 
they  know  we  are  placed,  and  measuring  us  at  their  own  height, 
they  offer  us  money. 

The  conversation  related  in  our  next  took  place  between  Warrei 
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D.  C.  Hall  and  the  Doctor,  and  will  shew  how  we  intend  to  act  in 
similar  circumstances.  Bearing  in  mind  your  request,  we  shall  con- 
stantly refuse  all  unworthy  personalities  directed  against  you.  They 
know  that  the  circulation  (2000)  which  we' give  to  our  newspaper, 
and  its  encreasing  popularity  would  give  more  weight  to  their  com- 
munications than  if  they  appeared  in  any  other  periodical. 

You  may  rely,  whatever  may  happen,,  that  we  shall  devote  our 
whole  energies  to  the  advancement  of  your  cause. 

As  it  is  very  important  that  we  should  know  all  that  is  plotting 
against  you,  and  as  they  will  endeavour,  by  all  means,  to  keep  it 
from  our  knowledge  we  request  you  to  write  to  us  often,  and  to 
forward  by  every  private  opportunity,  as  well  as  by  the  mail  the 
numbers  of  the  Civilian,  and  any  pamphlets  which  may  concern 
you.    We  will  reply  to  them  in  their  own  coin. 

Devoted  to  your  interests,  we  remain,  General, 

Your  humble  Servts 
Leger  &   Thompson 
To  General  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  Leger  &  Tompson 

General  Mirabeau  Brazoria  12  Jun  1838 

B.  Lamar  Private 

No.  740 

1838  June  1J2,  THEODOCIUS  F.  TURK,  MACON  COUNTY, 

ALABAMA,  TO  M[I]RABEAU  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  lands  due  the  estate  of  Green  B.  Buchanan,  of 
Capt.  Ward's  company,  presumably  lost  at  Goliad.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  741 

1838  June  12,  H.  P.  WATSON,  TALLADEGA,  ALABAMA,  TO 

M[IRABEAU]   B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Renewing  an  application  for  a  position  as  Lamar's  private  secre- 
tary; news  of  Lamar's  family;  personal  messages.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  742 

1838  June  14,  THO[MA]S  J.  GREEN,  VELASCO,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Urging  Lamar  to  come  to  Velasco  [July]  4;  the  opposition  trying 
^'to  make  an  impression  on  the  lower  Brazos."    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
"Private.'' 
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No.  743 

1838  June  14,  S.  H.  EVERITT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Galveston   June   14.   1838 
My  Dr  General 

All  thing  are  in  a  much  Better  condition  here  than  I  could  have 
hoped  to  See  them,  here  You  Know  Graysons  strong  supporters 
Reside,  and  here  we  would  suppose  Grayson  would  get  a  majority  of 
Votes —  but  unless  much  deceived  You  will  get  a  magority  Even  here— 
Your  friends  are  Industrious  and  I  believe  that  the  Citizens  generally 
are  in  Your  favor.  Some  few  Exception  the  Custom  House  officers 
with  McKinney  Clerks  are  opposed  to  You  a  meeting  was  held  last 
Evening  in  Which  your  nomination  was  confirmed  and  Gen  Baker 
nominated  as  Your  Candidate  for  Representative — he  will  most  un- 
doubtedly Be  Elected — other  officers  such  as  Justices  of  the  peace 
Clerks  of  the  County  have  been  nominated,  all  of  whom  as  a  Requisite 
to  Receive  the  support  of  Your  friends  must  be  friends  of  Yours  I 
feel  full  confidence  in  this  County.  Goeing  for  you  Pleas  present 
my  Respects  to  Mr.  Wilkin  &  Lady 

Devotedly  Yours 

S.  H  Everitt 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Galveston  S  H  Everitt 

June  1838  Galveston  14  June  38 

Honl.  M.  B.  Lamar  Private 

Houston  City 
Texas 

No.  744 

1838  June  14,  F.  MOORE  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Houston  June  14th  1838 
Dear  Sir 

From  Several  Communications  that  have  recently  been  received 
from  different  Sections  of  the  Republic  I  learn  that  doubts  are  enter- 
tained by  some®*  of  your  enemies®*  relative  to  your  eligibility  to  the 
office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Nation.  I  have  therefore  been  in- 
duced in  the  name  of  the  puHic,  to  call  upon  you  for  Such  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  Subject  as  may  be  Sufficient  to  prove  that  you  are 
eligible  under  that  Clause  of  the  first  article  of  the  Sixth  Section  of 
the  Constitution  that  requires  the  Candidate  to  **be  a  Citizen  of  the 
Republic  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  or  an  in- 


880rlglnally  "manyf*  which  was  scratched  out  and  "some"  substituted. 
840rlgliiany  "friends"  which  was  scratched  out  and  "enemies"  substituted. 
Both  of  these  corrections  are  in  the  hand  of  LAmar. 
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habitant  of  the  Republic  at  least  three  years  immediately  preceeding 
his  election" 

With  Sentiments  of  the  most  profound  Bispect 
&  Esteem  I  remain  your  Sincere  friend 
To  the  Francis  Moore 

Honbl  M.  B.  Lamar) 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 
To  the  Francis  Moore 

Honble  M.  B.  Lamar  14th  June  1838 

Present  full  of  Presumption 

No.  745 

1838  June  15,  S.  WHITING  AND  J.  W.  J.  NILES,  TO  M.  B. 
LAJVIAR,  [HOUSTON]" 

Correspondence, 


between  the  Editors  of  the  National  Banner  and  Oen,  M.  B  Lamar 
Respecting  his  eligibility  to  the  Presidency. 


Houston  June  15,  1833. 
To  General  M  B  Lamar. 
Dear  Sir, 

We  trust  you  will  think  us  neither  importunate  nor 
obtrusive,  if  we  approach  you  with  a  request  in  connection  with  the 
question  that  has  been  so  absurdly  agitated  by  your  political  op- 
ponents— that  namely,  of  your  constitutional  eligibility  to  the  dis- 
tinguished oflBce  to  which  so  large  a  majority  of  your  fellow  citizens 
are  desirous  of  elevating  you.  Although  the  fact  of  you  filling  as  you 
now  do,  the  second  oflSce  in  the  gift  of  the  Republic,  be  in  itself  suf- 
ficiently authoritative  upon  the  subject  in  question,  it  has  neverthe- 
less occurred  to  us  that  you  might  have  no  objection  to  put  at  rest 
by  one  word  any  doubts  in  relation  to  this  matter  that  may  exist  in 
the  minds  either  of  your  friends  or  enemies.  Will  you  then  favor  us 
with  the  facts  as  they  exist?  As  public  journalists,  and  as  being  also 
among  the  warmest  of  your  admirers,  and  among  the  most  determined 
supporters  of  your  well  earned  claims  to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  we  have  thought  that  you  might  be  willing 
under  the  circumstances  to  recognize  the  propriety  of  an  application 
of  the  kind  here  made,  and  to  respond  to  it  at  the  earliest  moment 
that  your  convenience  may  allow  of. 

Very  respectfully  Your  Obt.  Servants, 

Samuel  Whiting. 

J.  W.  I.  Miles. 


»6Copy.    In  no.  361. 
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No.  746 

1838  June  16,  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [NEAR  HOUSTONl,  TO  S.  WHITING 
AND  J.  W.  J.  NILES,  HOUSTON" 

Reply. 


Oak  Grove  June  16,  1838. 
Gentlemen 

I  am  not  a  little  surprised  that  any  of  my  fellow  citizens  should 
at  this  late  period,  have  found  it  necessary  to  question  my  eligibility 
to  the  Presidency;  and  I  am  induced  to  notice  the  accusation  only 
from  the  respect  I  bear  to  such  of  my  friends  as  may  be  really  ignor- 
ant of  the  date  of  my  arrival  in  this  Country.  After  having  ^lled 
several  important  stations  in  the  Government — ^both  in  the  army  and 
the  cabinet;  and  now  occupying  the  Second  place  in  the  gift  of  the 
people,  it  would  be  mortifying  indeed  if  any  large  or  respectable  por- 
tion of  my  fellow  citizens  could  seriously  entertain  the  belief  that  I 
would  at  any  time,  or  under  any  circumstances  accept  an  office  which 
I  was  not  constitutionally  qualified  to  fill. 

Believing  that  a  brief  outline  of  the  events  connected  with  my 
residence  in  Texas  will  be  the  best  response  to  your  letter,  I  bef? 
leave  to  begin  by  stating,  that  I  came  into  this  country  in  the  month 
of  July  1835,  and  have  continued  here  from  that  date  up  to  the 
present  period,  with  the  exception  of  two  visits  to  my  native  State, 
on  private  business  which  could  not  without  great  injury  to  myself 
be  longer  delayed  or  neglected. 

I  arrived  at  Nacogdoches  at  the  date  above  specified,  and  proceeded 
thence  to  Coles'  Settlement,  where  I  made  known  to  many  gentlemen 
of  the  first  standing  in  the  Community,  my  determination  to  become  a 
citizen  of  Texas;  and  in  accordance  with  this  determination  I  pai'l 
Capt.  Chrisman  a  lawful  surv^eyor  of  the  Colony,  a  fee  of  forty  rr 
fifty  dollars  to  run  me  off  my  head  right  lands;  his  receipt  for  which 
I  hold  at  the  present  moment.  Besides  this  I  made  a  public  declara- 
tion before  the  people  in  their  primary  assembly  at  Washington  when 
the  war  question  was  first  agitated,  that  this  country  was  not  only  to 
be  my  future  home,  but  that  I  was  resolved  in  the  event  of  a  revolu- 
tionary struggle,  to  make  her  destiny  mine  for  good  or  ill ;  a  declara- 
tion which  I  doubt  not  is  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  many,  if  not 
all,  who  were  present  at  the  meeting. 

From  Washington  I  came  to  San  Felippe.  The  Lana  office  was 
closed  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  procuring  an  order  for  my 
head-right;  but  I  was  distinctly  told  by  the  Empresario,  Col  Austin, 
that  I  could  go  to  the  United  States,  and  return  without  forfeiting 
any  of  my  rights  by  the  visit.  At  Brazoria  I  reiterated  my  intention 
to  settle  in  the  country — contributed  my  mite  toward  erecting  a  fort 
at  Velasco ;  and  if  I  were  permitted  to  transgress  the  rules  of  etiquette 
by  introducing  a  name  without  first  obtaining  permission  to  do  so,  1 
might  refer  to  a  distinguished  friend  whose  name  is  identified  with 
the  history  of  this  Country,  not  only  for  the  views  and  sentiments 
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which  I  expressed  in  my  address  to  the  N.  0.  Greys,  at  a  collation 
provided  for  their  reception;  but  I  might  also  avail  myself  of  that 
friend's  recollection  of  a  pecuniary  transaction  in  which  I  received  a 
written  obligation  for  a  sum  of  money  with  the  express  understandin*^ 
that  it  was  not  to  be  paid  until  after  my  return  From  the  United 
States.  I  sailed,  if  I  mistake  not,  in  the  latter  part  of  November; 
and  on  reaching  Mobile  communicated  to  Dr  Roberts  my  proposed 
emigration;  and  at  the  same  time,  to  the  talented  founder  of  the 
** Mobile  Chronicle,"  on  his  inviting  me  to  unite  with  him  in  the  pub- 
lication of  his  paper  I  gave  in  substance  the  following  answer,  **that 
Texas  was  on  the  eve  of  a  dreadful  revolution,  with  bigotry  and  des- 
potism on  the  one  side,  and  civil  and  religious  liberty  on  the  other, 
and  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  as  a  lover  of  truth,  justice  and  free  gov- 
ernment to  mingle  in  the  struggle.  He  I  doubt  not  will  well  recollect 
the  circumstance.  After  all  however,  if  these  facts  should  prove  in- 
suflScient  to  satisfy  my  opponents  of  my  intentions  at  that  time.  I 
shall  still  have  the  proud  satisfaction  of  knowins:  at  least  that  /  did 
return,  and  not  in  the  hour  of  ease  but  in  the  day  of  peril  and  dis- 
aster. 

Very  shortly  after  my  arrival  in  Georgia,  and  before  I  could  pos- 
sibly settle  my  business,  I  received  intelligence  from  Texas  which  in- 
duced me  to  abandon  my  private  affairs  to  their  fate,  and  hasten  back 
to  this  country  with  all  possible  speed.  I  landed  at  Velasco  about 
the  date  of  the  massacre  at  Goliad.  All  was  panic  and  confusion.  The 
enemy  was  said  to  be  close  upon  us.  Unable  to  procure  a  horse,  I 
started  for  our  army  on  foot;  and  as  a  private  soldier  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  gallant  few  who  were  still  holding  out  the  banner  of 
defiance  to  the  foe.  The  battle  of  San  Jacinto  was  fought,  and  the 
Country  saved.  I  was  very  soon  after  this  battle  invited  into  the 
Cabinet  of  the  President,  first  at  Attorney  General,  and  then  as  Sec- 
retary of  War.  When  it  was  understood  that  the  Mexicans  were  again 
marching  on  our  borders  with  a  formidable  force,  I  repaired  for  the 
second  time  to  the  Standard  of  my  County.  The  rumor  proved  to  be 
unfounded.  I  was  subseouentlv  called  by  my  brave  and  confiding 
fellow  citizens,  to  the  station  (vice-presidency)  which  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  hold.  At  that  election,  the  present  constitution  of  the  Re- 
public was  adopted  by  the  people  and  under  its  provision,  I  took  my 
seat  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senatorial  branch  of  the  first  Con- 
gress. There  are  those  who  would  question  my  eligibility  to  the  sta- 
tion; but  in  taking  the  oath  of  office,  I  feel  myself  responsible  not 
to  them,  but  to  God  and  my  conscience. 

My  private  affairs  in  Georgia  by  this  time  had  suffered  much  from 
unavoidable  neglect  and  innattention.  It  was  important  to  others  as 
well  as  to  myself  that  they  should  be  brought  to  a  close,  and  to  effect 
this,  the  Senate  at  Columbia  granted  me  the  necessary  leave  of  ab- 
sence. I  left  in  the  month  of  May  1837 — consumed  no  time  but  what 
was  essential  to  my  business,  and  returned  early  in  the  fall  within 
the  limits  originally  contemplated  by  the  Senate. 

Thus  you  perceive  that  I  came  into  Texas  in  the  Summer  of  1835 — 
that  I  publicly  and  privately  declared  my  intention  to  settle  in  the 
country — that  I  have  acted  up  to  that  declaration — that  I  have  per- 
formed all  the  duties  of  a  citizen — ^have  never  left  the  Republic  but. 
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twice,  and  in  both  instances  from  high  necessity,  and  never  with  the 
view  to  abandon  the  cause  of  the  country  or  to  avoid  danger. 

Believing  that  these  facts  will  place  my  citizenship  beyond  the 
reach  of  cavil,  I  beg  leave  to  conclude  by  stating  in  vindication  of 
myself,  that  if  I  should  be  called  by  the  pure  and  unbought  suffrages 
of  my  fellow  citizens  to  the  high  and  responsible  station  for  which 
I  have  been  placed  as  a  candidate,  I  shall  come  into  office  unpledged 
to  any  man  or  set  of  men — free  to  pursue  whatever  course  my  judg- 
ment and  my  conscience  may  dictate — ^with  no  private  ends  to 
accomplish — no  baleful  passions  to  gratify,  and  without  asking  for 
myself  any  other  destiny  than  that  which  awaits  my  country. 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar. 
To  Maj.  Samuel  Whiting 

and  J  W  J  Miles 

No.  747 

1838  June  18,  D.  S.  KAUFMAN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 


GenT  M.  B.  Lamar  ) 

) 
Houston      ) 


Nacogdoches 

June  18,  1838 


Dear  Sir, 

An  attempt,  is  about  to  be  made 
here,  the  premonitory  symptons  of  which  have  already  made  theit 
appearance,  to  foist  P.  W.  Grayson  Esq  on  the  people  for  President-^ 
Divers  copies  of  the  ** Civilian*'  have  been  forwarded  advocating  his 
claims,  and  great  pains  are  taken  to  magnify  his  popularity  at  the 
West — ^But  all  will  not  do-  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  you  will  obtain 
a  triumphant  majority  in  the  East.  However  I  would  recommend  you 
if  perfectly  convenient  to  pay  this  section  of  the  country  a  visit 
before  the  approaching  General  Canvass —  It  would  be  an  act  of 
respect  and  deference  to  the  people  which  which  [sic]  would  be 
grateful  to  them. 

Prior  to  the  last  session  (winter  session)  of  Congress  having  but  a 
slight  personal  acquaintance  with  yourself  and  on  the  other  hand 
being  on  the  most  intimate  personal  terms  with  my  friend  Gen\ 
T.  J.  Rusk,  meeting  him  daily  in  the  professional  and  private  avoca- 
tions of  life  and  believing  him  (as  I  still  do)  to  be  a  gentleman  of 
Known  and  tried  talents,  integrity  and  patriotism,  I  naturally  pre- 
ferred him  for  President,  but  his  declension  of  a  canvass  as  well  as 
the  integrity  and  firmness  with  which  you  presided  over  the  Senate 
last  winter  during  the  stormy  times  of  **the  investigation"  make  me 
equally  solicitous  for  your  success- 

The  unanimity  which  the  people  seemed  to  manifest  in  favour  of 
your  election  caused  me  to  remain  entirely  silent  on  the  subject, 
and  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  with  this,  had  not  the  above 
mentioned  attempt  been  made  to  defeat  your  Election — 

There  is  one  circumstance  however  which  It  may-not  be  improper 
in  me  to  mention  here —  It  has  been  once  or  twice  hinted  not  very 
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publicly  however,  that  you  preferred  David  G.  Burnet  for  Vice 
President  and  that  you  had  more  or  less  identified  yourself  with  his 
political  fortunes —  This  I  have  taken  the  liberty  peremptorily  to 
deny,  and  while  I  have  been  shown  the  ** People''  and  ** Telegraph" 
who  support  you  jointly,  I  have  been  able  to  point  on  the  other 
hand  to  the  Banner  and  ^Catagorda  Bulletin,  which  while  they  sup- 
port your  pretensions  are  no  less  warm  in  the  cause  of  Col  Horton — 
Certainly  prudence  and  policy  would  both  dictate  to  you  the 
impropriety  of  embarking  your  hopes  and  prospects  in  the  same 
poUtical  bottom  with  one  who  enjoys,  so  great  (I  Cannot  say  merited) 
unpopularity  in  Eastern  Texas.  For  Mr  Burnet  personally,  I  enter- 
tain none  but  the  Kindest  feelings,  but  from  circumstances  which 
transpired  ere  my  connection  with  Texas,  he  does  not  enjoy  the 
** golden  opinions"  of  the  people  here —  Mr  Rowe  will  hardly  get 
the  vote  of  his  own  county — 

Wishing  you  all  possible  success  in  your  Presidential  Canvass, 
and  hoping  that  your  talents  in  the  Cabinet  may  shed  as  much  lustre 
on  the  Country  as  did  your  valour  on  the  field,  I  have  the  honour 
to  subscribe  myself. 

Very  Respectfully 
Your  friend  &  ob't  servant 
Z>.  S.  Kaufman 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Gen.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  D  S  Kaufman 

City  of  Houston  Nacogdoches  18  Jun  1838 

Texas 


No.  748 

1838  June  19,  J.  T.  LAMAR  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Macon  19th.  June  1838. 
Dear  M. 

Yours  by  Col.  Bonham  came  to  hand  some  days  since,  the  propo- 
sition of  a  loan  could  not  be  effected  through  any  Bank  in  Georgia  — 
the  only  safe  business  any  of  them  can  do  and  sustain  themselves  in 
good  credit  is  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange,  &  business  paper  payable 
at  maturity  without  renewal  —  Therefore  they  connot  in  justice  to 
themselves  grant  loans  on  long  time  no  matter  how  undoubted  the 
security  may  be;  I  shall  keep  the  thing  in  view  &  have  some 

hopes,  of  coming  to  Texas  next  fall,  if  I  can  bring  50  to  100.000  $ 
worth  of  Georgia  funds  to  invest  in  Cotton  —  a  land  speculation 
no  matter  how  good  as  to  profit  will  not  suit,  being  too  slow  an 
operation. 

If  you  see  McLeod  say  to  him  I  will  in  a  few  days  write  him  — 
his  mother  and  sisters. are  quite  well  &  quite  comfortable,  .and  were 
quite  elated  at  hearing  from  him.  I  have  sent  and  shall  continue 
to  send  you  every  week  our  Georgia  papers  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  as  to  State  Politics  you  can  judge,  and  see  the  drift  of  par- 
ties, without  my  descanting  on  them.  I  direct  what  I  send  to  the 
care  of  A.  Bryan  New  Orleans  with  instructions  to  forward  to  you 
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at  HovMon  —  though  it  might  be  more  direct  perhaps  to  reach  you 
at  Brazoria  —  Let  Hugh  McLeod  see  whatever  I  may  send  you,  and 
if  you  can,  let  me  ask  you  to  advance  his  interests  —  If  Hugh  does 
not  conduct  himself  properly,  curse  him  &  control  him,  he  has  capacity 
and  can  make  a  distinguished  man  if  he  will  only  **will  it.''  If  I 
were  in  lexas  I  would  control  him,  though  I  am  willing  to  admit 
he  has  more  advantages  than  I  could  ever  boast  of —  I  feel 

like  a  Brother  to  him  — 

Yours 

John.  T.  Lamar. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Box  163  Single  Jno  T  Lamar 

Free  IVtacon  19th.  June  1838 

Genl.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 

(Houston  Texas  ) 
Care  of  A.  Bryan 

New  Orleans. 

No.  749 

1838  June  23,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches 

June  23    1838 
Dear  Genl 

I  arrived  here  last  night  and  found  your  enemies  busily  engapred 
in  circulating  slanders  against  you,  as  they  had  been  on  the  road. 
Men  are  riding  thro'  the  country  &  others  are  expected,  to  follow 
every  day.  McKinney  is  looked  for  hourly  and  Houston  will  visit 
this  country  to  electioneer  against  you —  He  has  already  been 
actively  at  work  in  writing.  They  have  said  that  you  do  not  attend 
to  your  duties  as  Vice-President — that  you  left  for  the  U.  S.  when 
you  ought  to  have  been  here — ^that  you  attempted  to  force  yourself 
upon  the  army  as  Commander  in  Chief — that  you  gave  the  Lipan 
Indians  fine  deaths  at  the  expense  of  the  government — that  you  have 
no  practical  knowledge — that  you  are  tyrannical  &  many  other 
slanders  of  a  like  character — These  things  ought  to  be  noticed  & 
explained  in  the  papers  at  Houston — I  will  manage  to  have  every 
thing  attended  to  here — But  you  must  come  up  yourself  immediately — 
Your  friends  all  say  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary — ^Your  presence 
will  confirm  the  wavering — remove  prejudices  &  silence  your  enemies— 
This  is  the  point  where  all  their*  great  efforts  are  to  be  made — Do 
not  fail  to  come  up  and  spend  a  few  weeks.  I  will  remain  here  for 
two*  weekfs]  certainly — I  have  done  &  will  do  every  thing  I  can — I 
am  a  stranger  to  every  body  but  I  have  talked  to  the  people — I  expect 
however  to  operate  thro'  the  paper  in  repelling  the  slanders  against 
you — 

See  Whiting  &  Moore  &  get  them  to  state  the  fact  that  you  had 
leave  of  absence  to  settle  your  private  business — that  you  came  to 
Mobile  on  your  return  in  September  in  full  time  to  be  present  at  the 
meeting  of  Congress — that  you  endeavored  in  vain  to  get  a  con- 
veyance to  this  country — that  you  finally  perilled  your  life  in  New 
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Orleans,  where  the  yellow-fever  was  raging  &  hurried  to  Texas  by 
way  of  Red  River  &  arrived  early  in  the  commencement  of  the 
session  of  Congress — In  relation  to  the  Army  affair,  it  ought  to  be 
stated  that  the  President  was  invited  by  the  army  to  send  a  member 
of  the  Cabinet  to  take  command — ^that  you  were  selected — that  you 
appeared  as  [o]rdered — ^that  a  cabal  was  formed  [to]  defeat  the  end 
all  parties  had  in  view,  the  reconciliation  of  the  civil  &  military 
authorities  &  when  you  found  the  army  was  discontented  that  you 
retired — that  there  was  no  dictation  &c — In  relation  to  the  Lipans 
that  you  made  no  treaty,  gave  no  cloathes  &  had  no  agency  in  the 
matter — that  you  simply  assured  the  Indians  of  the  friendly  feelings 
of  the  Whites — ^that  as  Vice-President  you  had  no  authority  to  act — 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  did  act  &c.  &c. 
The  same  tilings  will  be  stated  here  in  the  paper — Your  friends 
must  push  the  campaign  vigorously — I  have  written  to  Whiting — 
Remember  me  to  Mr.  Wilkins — Do  not  fail  to  come  &  burn  this 
letter — In  haste, 

truly 

W.  Jefferson  Jones 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Jefferson  Jones 

Houston  Nagders  23  June  1838 

Texas  Political 

Care  of  Maj.  Whiting 
Banner  Oflfice 

No.  750 

1838  June  24,  ROBERT  EDEN  HANDY,  RICHMOND,   [TEXAS], 

TO  M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Introducing  Judge  Hunter,  of  Goliad,  one  of  the  few  who  escaped 
the  massacre.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  751 

1838  June  25,  HUGH  :\IcLEOD  TO  M.  B.  LA^MAR 

San  Augustine 
June  25th.  1838 
Dear  Sir 

I  arrived  this  morning  from  Nacogdoches,  where  I  left  Mr.  Jones 
who  is  busily  employed  in  refuting  the  covert  slanders  of  your  oppon- 
ents, thro  the  Chronicle — Genl  Rusk  is  in  your  favor  notwithstanding 
the  statements  of  your  common  enemies  to  the  contrary — From  all 
I  can  learn  here,  my  opinion  is  that  Grayson  will  get  a  vote  of  about 
1/20  thro  Nacogdoches.  San  Augustine  &  Sabine,— on  the  road  up  we 
found  none  for  him — ^Your  friends — I  mean  your  personal  friends  are 
numerous  &  influential,  but  inert — They  are  sanguine  &  unsuspicious, 
while  your  enemies  are  active,  vigilant,  and  untiring  thro'  secret  in 
their  operations — The  people  every  where  say,  **I  don't  know  y^i,  I 
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havn't  thought  much  about  it,  but  I  reckon  111  go  for  Lamar" — 
The  truth  is  General,  your  presence  is  needed  in  the  red  Lands  to  fix 
the  popular  feeling,  and  give  it  a  permanent  direction — It  will  arouse 
the  ardour  &  inspire  the  confidence  of  your  friends,  and  confirm  the 
course  of  the  wavering  or  indifferent — Unless  you  come,  I  fear  thcj^ 
will  be  a  change  for  the  worse;  because  the  most  trivial  changes, 
when  constantly  sung  &  harped  upon  become  serious  &  formidable — 
Your  conversations  among  the  citizens  who  will  call  on  you,  &  whom 
you  will  meet,  will  soon  dissipate  them,  and  establish  your  reputa- 
tion so  that  it  cannot  be  shaken — 

I  think  your  best  route  would  be  by  the  Sulphur  Springs,  where 
by  remaining  a  week  you  would  probably  meet  friends  from  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  Republic,  thence  to  Nacogdoches,  by  the  upper 
road — and  on  to  this  place — 

It  was  truly  gratifying  to  find  that  all  the  opposition  to  you 
was  cold  crafty,  &  calculating — Wherever  I  found  a  burst  of  hanest 
feeling  it  was  for  you — 

By  all  means  come — The  People  ask  for  you  every  where — I  have 
met  many  Georgians  who  have  said.  **I  don't  know  this  Lamar,  I 
should  like  to  see  him,  but  I'll  vote  for  him,  from  what  I  know  of 
the  family" 

This  is  St.  John's  day,  &  the  Masonic  festival  has  brought  in  a 
large  concourse  of  citizens — &  I  am  writing  in  a  large  crowd  &  con- 
stantly interrupted — 

I  will  wait  at  Nacogdoches  with  Jones  two  weeks  for  you,  when 
I  hope  to  see  you  there — 

Yours  truly 

H.  McLeod 
P.  S.— 

Willis  Alston  says  when  you  come  to  this  place  call  &  see  him  at  Mr. 
Clarks'  (from  Geo)  16  miles  out  towards  Sabine,  Mr  C  is  the 
most  influential  man  in  his  neighborhood — -I'm  going  there  tomorrow— 
I  believe  Mr  C  was  in  Congress — 

For  V  P.  The  people  vary  &  are  very  indifferent — Horton  appears  to 
stand  best —  [Note  in  margin  of  first  page.] 

[Addressed]  [  Endorsed] 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  H  McLeod 

V.  President  of  Rep  26  June  San  Augustin 

Houston  Private 

Texas 

No.  752 

1838  June  26,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches 

June  26th  1838 
Dear  Genl. 

At  the  date  of  my  first  letter  I  was  somewhat  frightened  by  the 
exaggerated  statements  of  your  enemies,  with  whom  I  happened  to  be 
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thrown  upon  my  first  entrance  into  this  Country — Since  then  I  have 
seen  a  great  many  people  and  heard  from  various  parts  of  the  eoun- 
tr}'  and  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  you  will  get  four-fifths  of  the 
votes — John  Durst  who  lives  near  the  Naches  told  me  Grayson  would 
beat  you  in  the  Red  Lands  two  or  three  to  one — lie  is  one  of  that  gang 
of  speculators  about  Houston  &  Galveston  and  belongs  soul  &  body 
to  Saml.  Houston  and  Thomas  McKinney.  He  told  me  he  could  not 
be  induced  to  support  any  man  they  opposed.  All  the  leading  & 
influential  men  are  supporting  your  claims  and  they  are  beginning  to 
^ow  a  little  warm — I  asked  Durst  how  Rust  [Rusk]  would  vote  and 
he  replied  that  he  was  on  the  fence — I  go+  McLeod  to  repeat  the  remark 
to  Rusk  w^ho  replied  that  Durst  was  a  d — d  liar — for  he  was  warmly 
&  decidedly  your  friend,  and  if  nothing  else  would  make  him  so,  the 
opposition  of  these  men  would  induce  him  to  support  your  claims 
warmly.  I  did  not  venture  to  have  any  conversation  with  him  my- 
self— ^Kaufman  is  a  zealous  friend  &  is  a  candidate  for  Congress — lie 
will  probably  be  elected — He  said  as  every  body  seemed  to  be  for 
you  he  had  made  no  exertions,  but  would  do  so,  should  it  be  ren- 
dered necessary — I  am  quite  pleased  with  him — He  is  vain  th[o] 
a  man  of  some  talents — Genl.  Douglas  is  decidedly  your  friend  and 
in  truth  every  man  of  any  influence  will  vote  for  yon.  Und^r  such  cir- 
cumstances you  can  not  he  heat.  But  your  friends  should  not  know  or 
believe  this,  as  exertions  ought  to  be  made  at  any  rate — I  have  written 
favorable  accounts  to  the  Banner  but  endeavor  to  stimulate  to  activity 
and  zeal  at  the  same  time — There  is  now  no  absolute  necessity  for  your 
coming  to  this  place,  but  it  would  be  better  to  do  so,  if  you  can  not 
dispose  of  your  time  to  greater  advantage — I  have  written  five  or 
six  short  but  ^pointed  articles  for  the  next  paper  to  be  issued  from 
the  Chronicle  ofiice — Up  to  this  time  or  rather  the  last  paper  which 
had  in  two  or  three  little  hints  I  gave  the  Editor,  it  had  done  nothing 
to  aid  your  election.  I  have  given  him  a  spur  and  he  will  be  idle  no 
longer.  I  shall  remain  here  two  weeks  &  longer  if  necessary — I  have 
some  idea  of  going  from  here  to  San  Antonio — This  however  is  prob- 
lematical. I  have  written  to  several  of  my  friends  in  the  Red  River 
counties,  so  that  they  may  be  prepared  [fo]r  the  operations  of  the 
enemy — I  sent  a  letter  to  Col.  Wyatt,  by  a  young  gentleman  from  his 
neighborhood,  who  says  you  will  scarcely  loose  a  vote  in  Red  River 
county — ^I  find  the  people  in  the  country  do  not  know  Grayson — never 
having  heard  of  him  before — 

Give  my  kindest  regards  to  Mr.  Wilkins  and  all  other  friends  and 
believe  me  to  be  sincerely  your  friend 

In  haste 

W.  JeflPerson  Jones. 

f  Addressed]  [  Endorsed] 

Hon.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  T.  J.  Jones 

Houston  Nacogdoches 

Texas  26th  June  1838 
J.  D.  Clarey  Esq 
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No.  753 

1838  June  26,  R.  H.  ROBERTS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Citty  of  Aransas 

June  26th  1838 
Dear  General 

This  is  the  second  letter  that  I  have  written  yon  in  regard,  to  the 
Location  of  your  Land,  and  not  having  received  an  answer,  I  sup- 
posed the  letter  did  not  reach  you,  or  that  you  were  busy,  and  the 
contents,  being  according  to  your  wishes,  I  take  it  for  granted  that 
you  are  satisfied  with  what  I  have  done,  therefore  I  proceede  to  in- 
form you  again,  that  your  Land  is  located  thus  One  Third  of  a 
League,  at  the  Mouth,  and  on  the  E.  side  of  the  Copano  Bayou, 
fronting  on  the  Bayou  or  Creek,  and  running  back  for  quantity;  My 
object  for  locating  it  in  that  manner,  was,  that  if  I  had  Located  the 
League  there,  I  should  have  taken  in,  too  much  bad  land  on  the  Bay, 
which  is  neithe[r]  desirable,  for  the  situati[on]  or  for  the  soil  It 
was  therefore  that  I  [took]  the  1/3  [there]  The  League  &  Labor  I 
surveyed  above  and  adjoining  said  1/3  fronting  on  the  Creek,  it  is 
all  beautiful  land,  and  on  a  very  desirable  situation, 

Therefore  it  would  afford  me  a  great  pleasure,  to  hear  that  is  has 
pleased  you  and  met  with  your  arrangements  and  aprobation ; 

I  have  quit  work  for  awhile,  for  the  Muskitos  are  so  troublesome, 
the  weather  oppressively  warm,  and  water  so  scare  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  work,  Paa  is  at  the  Point  fixed  very  comfortably  in  a  tem- 
porary invention,  for  a  house  of  his  own,  (as  he  is  very  fertile  in 
invintions)  consisting  of  a  pile  of  scantling,  so  piled  up  as  to  leave 
cracks,  to  let  in  the  breeze  and  at  the  same  time,  answering  for  win- 
dows; the  scantling  is  so  slipped  back  as  to  admit  of  doors  for  too 
rooms,  and  the  whole  is  covered  with  the  Flooring  there  is  a  family 
ocupying  one  of  the  rooms,  a  very  decent  family  withall,  and  I  need 
not  mention  there  is  a  young  Lady  the  Niece  of  the  married  one,  that 
it  is  tight  and  tigt  to  know  who  is  to  be  her  Boe,  but  such  things 
do  not  interest  you  I  suppose ; 

I  was  happy  to  hear  from  Brother  Saml  that  Genl  ^Elusk  had  de- 
clined all  oposition  to  you,  although,  I  do  not  think  you  would  have 
had  cause  to  blame  my  part  of  the  country,  or  any  other  that  I  have 
been  in,  for  they  all  seem,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  Soldiers,  that 
boasted  on  Rusk  and  such  I  know  you  would  not  want ; 

I  received  a  letter  From  Sister  0.  sending  thanks  for  your  kind 
letter ;  allso  One  f  orom  Sister  Laura  &  Sophia,  all  sending  their  best 
respects  to  you,  Sister  Sophia  after  gently  scolding  you  for  your 
confidence  in  me,  dresses  it  over,  by  sending  a  thousand  loves,  respects, 
and  obligations  and  entreaty  for  you  to  write  often ; 

I  shall  wait  until  the  election  is  over,-  and  then  I  shall  endeavor 
to  arrange  my  business  so  as  to  goe  to  Mobile;  please  advise  brother 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  op  Mibabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  175 

Saml  if  he  is  not  too  busy  to  come  here ;  Two  or  three  days  ago,  a 
man  was  killed,  (and  it  was  supposed  by  some  Mexicans)  on  his  road 
to  Goliad  and  the  people  are  beginning  to  cry  aloud,  for  the  removal 
of  the  President,  so  as  to  let  in  some  one  that  would  give  protection 
to  the  Frontiers,  and  they  think  that  is  to  be  you  The  inhabitants 
of  the  Mission,  were  making,  arrangements  to  goo  to  home,  but  this 
little,  accident  has  stoped  them,  for  they  see  what  will  be  their  ex- 
posed situation  if  they  goo,  although  they  will  forget  it  again  in  a 
short  time,  something  new  may  ocur  to  retard  them  from  time  to  time, 
and  they  will,  in  that  way  be  kept  from  ever  Letting  their  old  homes ; 
I  can  say  nothin  more  about  this  part  of  the  country  and  as  Sam 
I  expects  shows  you,  anything  is  in  my  letters  I  shall  conclude, 
by  sending  my  best  respects  to  all  who  may  enquire  for  me,  and  my 
ill  expressed  o[blig]ations  to  yourself 

Your  Hiunble  Friend  and  Servant 
Reuben  H  Roberts 
[rubric] 
Genl.  Mirabeau  B  Lamar 
Houston 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  M  B  Lamar  R  A  Roberts 

Houston  Aransas  26  June  1838 

Texas  upon  Lands  &c — 

Private 

No.  754 

1838  June  28,  J.  S.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Gialveston 

June  28th  1838 
His  Excellency 

Genl  M  B  Lamar 
Sir 
Your  friends  of  this  city  with  much 
impatient  solicitude  are  daily  expecting  your  arrival — ^Your  friends 
upon  the  Island  are  numerous,  and  I  can  assure  you  it  is  no  incon- 
siderable source  of  delight  &  gratulation  to  them  to  witness  the  rapid 
increase  of  your  popularity  not  only  within  the  bounds  of  their  own 
immediate  vicanage  where  you  will  obtain  a  decided  majority,  but  in 
every  section  of  the  entire  country — 

Owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances  which  I  immagine  have  been 
communicated  to  you  we  have  not  yet  presented  the  public  with  the 
first  n  [umber]  of  our  paper  I  hope  however  such  interesting  and 
unexpected  obstacles  will  not  delay  its  appearance  much  longer — In 
a  letter  received  from  my  brother  a  few  days  since  something  was  said 
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in  allusion  to  a  horse  &  carri^e  expected  on  fhis  last  Columbia  from 
New  Orleans — Upon  enquiring  I  learned  from  the  Capt.  he  had  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  on  board — So  soon  as  they  come  to  hand,  they  will  be 
held  subject  to  your  orders — I  shall  depart  in  the  Cuba  on  Sunday 
next  for  New  Orleans,  I  go  there  on  business  for  some  gentleman  on 
the  Island — Will  you  favor  me  with  a  letter  to  one  or  two  friends  in 
that  city — ■!  should  be  pleased  to  attend  to  any  business  you  may 
wish  [trans] acted  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans — 

In  much  haste 
I  am  dear  Sir 
With  high  respect 
Your  friend  &  servant 
James  S.  Jones 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Gen.  M.  B.  Lamar  Jas.  S.  Jones 

City  of  Houston  28th.  June  1828 

Politeness  ) 

) 
of  Mr.   Hill  ) 

No.  755 

1838  Jxme  28,  R.  M.  WILLIAMSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Independence  June  28th  1838 
Dear  Sir: 

I  have  just  returned  off  a  privateering  land  cruise,  havmg 
touched  at  Tiger  Point,  Wild  Cat  Cove,  Yorkshire  Travis  San  Felipe 
Bracyville  and  Berado  and  am  fully  authorized  in  assuring  you 
that  I  found  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  inhabitants  in  favorable 
disposition  towards  your  elevation  to  the  next  Presidency.  The  oppo- 
sition of  Mr  Grayson  among  those  with  whom  I  have  conversed  is 
in  truth  merely  nominal  I  speak  within  the  bounds  of  reason  and 
upon  the  judgment  of  Dr.  Hoxey  and  others  of  influence  and  informa- 
tion when  I  tell  you  that  Grayson  will  not  get  in  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Austin  100  votes  &  in  Milam  County  he  will  fare  worse— 
what  are  the  Eastern  people  doing?  You  have  nothing  to  fear  west, 
but  those  ought  to  be  looked  after — They  are  very  strong — and 
tricks  may  he  played  on  the  eve  of  the  election  that  might  not  be 
altogether  palitable — But  have  no  fears  in  this  direction.  Grayson 
is  regarded  as  the  administration  candidate  and  the  people  are  tired 
of  that  and  of  such  men  as  advocate  its  measures — There  can  be 
no  change  of  feeling  brought  about  among  the  people  as  regards  Mr. 
Grayson  &  as  for  yourself  no  matter  who  may  or  might  have  opposed 
your  majority  I  consider  will  and  would  have  been  respectable  I  have 
written  this  in  haste  without  giving  you  the  Geography  of  the 
plans  mentioned  in  it,  suffice  it  to  say  that  they  are  situated  in  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Austin  and  are  well  known  places  of 
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resort  to  the  qualified  electors  of  those  counties  Hoxey  sends  his 
complements  and  offers  the  like  assurances  of  your  friend 

R.  M.  Williamson 
private  you  and  your  friends 
PS  I  will  be  in  Houston  10th  July 

Willie 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Gen  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  R.  M.  Williamson                ) 

City  of  10th  July  1838—       ) 

Houston  Political, 

politeness  tell  J  W  More  I  will  be  in  Hous- 

Majr  ton  before  the  10th  compl  &c 

Richardson  Judge  Williamson 

No.  756 

1838  July  1,  S.  A.  ROBERTS,   [BETWEEN  GALVESTON  AND 
VELASCO],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

On  board  Cuba  1st  July  '38 
Dear  General 

I  saw  the  last  Civilian  yesterday  and  was  both  shocked  and  diS' 
gusted  at  the  tone  and  substance  of  the  Editorials — I  have  ever 
since  felt  not  a  little  uneasy  at  the  effect  this  might  produce  upon 
you — The  object  which  they  (the  Editors)  have  in  view  however  is 
so  plain  and  palpable  that  you  cannot  fail  to  discover  it  the  moment 
yon  have  read  the  paper — they  will  labor  hard  and  hit  close  too 
sometimes  in  order  that  they  may  provoke  you  into  a  personal  or 
newspaper  controversy,  and  to  fall  into  the  snare  they  have  spread 
for  you  would  be  deeply  mortifying  to  all  your  true  and  best  friends — 
I  am  induced  to  make  these  remarks  from  the  knowledge  I  have  of 
your  constitutional  irritability  when  wantonly  and  publicly  at- 
tacked— io  be  truly  great  you  ought  not,  cannot  notice  them  your 
friends  are  up  in  arms  at  Galveston  and  will  carry  fire  &  sword  into 
the  very  camp  of  the  enemy — Let  them  now  be  won — How  I  wish 
I  could  have  been  in  Houston  on  the  day  the  paper  was  published, 
to  have  told  Doct  Moore  what  I  thought  of  his  pledges — He  has 
forfeited  them — He  told  me  that  the  first  article  of  a  personal  char- 
acter they  attempted  to  introduce  into  the  Civilian  would  be  the 

signal  to  cease  to  print  it  G d  d n  him — He  must  either  be 

treacherous,  or  po[sse]s?ed  of  queer  notions  as  to  what  is  a  personal* 
attack  Let  me  beseech  you  not  to  notice  any  thing  they  may  publish, 
your  friends  are  all  over  mutch  for  them  in  every  way  and  will  see 
justice  done  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  not  read  any  thing 
they  may  publish  for  the  future,  merely  lay  the  paper  aside  and 
after  the  canvass  is  over  you  can  then  look  over  every  thing  calmly 
&  dispassionately — 

I  know  not  whether  you  can  make  out  what  I  have  written — ^The 
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B<»at  shakes  and  pitches  in  a  heavy  sea  most  horribly  we  are  to  touch 
at  Valasco  where  I  will  leave  this  letter  for  you 

Your  sincere  friend 
S  A  Roberts 

f  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  S  A  Roberts 

1  July  1838 
On  Election  Papers  &c 

No.  757 

1838  July  1,  J.  WEBB  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,   [HOUSTON] 

Steamer  Cuba,  between 
Galveston  &  Velasco. 
1st  July  1838. 
My  Dear  Genl, 

I  perceive  that  the  Editor  of  the  Civilian  has  made  an  attack  on 
yon  in  an  article,  which  he  evidently  intended  should  be  personally 
offensive  to  you,  &  from  all  I  have  heard,  I  have  no  doubt  his  main 
object  was  to  irritate  you  into  the  Commission  of  some  act  of  violence, 
under  the  hope  that  such  an  act  would  seriously  affect  you  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people  at  the  coming  election. 

For  myself,  tho'  fully  aware  of  your  sensibility  to  insult,  I  can- 
not believe  for  a  moment,  that  the  attacks  of  such  creatures  are 
capable  of  producing  any  such  effects — You  could  not,  without  com- 
promittinp:  your  own  dignity,  notice  in  any  way  the  attacks  off  news- 
paper Editors;  and  if  there  are  others  behind  the  scenes  who  pull 
the  wires  in  secret,  &  whose  standing  might  entitle  them  to  more 
consideration  if  they  were  known  &  openly  avowed,  still,  you  cannot 
notice  them  while  they  retain  the  mask,  except  to  treat  them  with 
the  contempt  they  so  justly  merit. — Besides,  there  does  not  exist 
in  the  public  mind  the  slightest  necessity  that  such  things  should 
be  noticed — especially  by  you — The  people  view  these  things  aright, 
&  properly  appreciate  the  motives  which  give  rise  to  them,  so  far 
from  their  doing  an  injury  to  the  person  assailed,  they  are  certain 
to  produce  a  contrary  affect — In  Houston,  the  supposed  strong  hold 
of  the  Opposition,  I  am  certain  the  article  in  the  Civilian  of  Thurs- 
day last  has  been  of  service  to  you — The  people  openly  denounce 
it,  &  nobody  seems  disposed  to  defend  it. — I  heard  Col.  Thurston 
&  Dr.  Tucker,  (in  a  large  crowd  of  persons  assembled  at  the  Court 
House  on  Friday  to  witness  some  trial),  propose  to  bet  $500  each, 
that  you  would  received  in  Houston,  double  as  many  votes,  as  all 
the  other  candidates  together,  &  no  person  seemed  disposed  to  take 
cither  bet. — 

It  is  the  opinion  of  several  of  your  friends  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed, that  a  trip  up  the  Country  would  be  serviceable  to  you.  I 
tiiink  80  too — There  is  no  telling  what  impression  nuay  be  made  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  on  the  eve  of  the  Election— you  know  by  whom 
the  effort  will  be  made,  if  made  at  all,  &  you  therefore  know  in  what 
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section  of  the  Country  to  expect  it — In  Houston  &  all  the  lower 
part  of  the  Country,  there  is  no  danger. — 

Excuse  the  Liberty  I  have  taken  in  writing  so  freely  on  subjects, 
about  which,  I  may  be  said  at  this  time  to  have  no  interests — but  I 
feel  that  I  have  a  deep  interests  in  fill  that  materially  affects  Texas — 
I  have  determined  to  make  it  my  home  for  weal  or  wo,  &  of  course, 
must  feel  deeply  upon  all  subjects  which  may  have  a  tendency  either 
to  accellerate  or  retard  her  onward  march  to  prosperity 

With  sincere  regard 

Your  friend  &c 
James  Webb 
[rubric] 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Genl.  Mirabeau  B  Lamar  James  Webb 

Vice  President  Valasco  July  1st 

Texas  1838 

No.  758 

1838  July  2,  J.  H.  SMITH  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Columbus  Miss.  July  2d.  1838— 
Dear  Genl. 

A  concatenation  of  distressing  circumstances  have  prevented  my 
writing  you  sooner — 

On  my  arrival  at  Mobile  I  found  Mrs.  Smith  in  such  delicate  health, 
that  I  left  without  delay  for  home,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  my 
family,  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit  to  Blount  Springs  Al. — 
we  had  a  long  &  tedious  passage  of  Two  weeks  up  the  river,  but  I  was 
reconciled  to  its  tediousness  inasmuch  as  Mrs.  Smiths  health  appeared 
to  improve  very  much  by  the  voyage — I  had  not  been  home  long 
enough  to  look  around  me  &  prepare  to  accompany  my  family  to  a 
retreat  for  health,  before,  the  Blood  of  a  Murdered  Brother  called 
aloud  upon  me  to  avenge  the  hellish  Deed,  or  have  the  dastardly 
assassin  brought  to  retributive  Justice,  and  I  have  but  Just'  returned 
from  safely,  I  hope,  securing  him  in  Jail. — The  particulars  of  this 
Tragedy  are  too  painful  to  recapitulate,  therefore  I  refer  you  to  our 
friend  Jno.  L.  Evans  Esqr.  to  whome  I  have  given  a  detailed  account 
of  them — all  that  I  have  to  say  is  that  the  Murderer  is  either  the 
hang  mans  or  mine,  he  never  can  belong  to  himself  again — 

I  had  hoped  that  you  would  have  written  me  'ere  this  &  informed 
me  how  your  friends  Sam.  Houston  &  Co  were  coming  on — I  learn 
from  the  papers  that  they  have  at  last  induced  Grayson  to  run — and 
although  I  was  prepared  to  hear  he  was  a  Candidate  from  what  I 
told  you,  I  had  hoped  better  things  of  him — but  if  they  were  deter- 
mined that  you  should  have  opposition,  I  am  glad  that  he  is  the  man, 
for  I  do  not  think  that  you  will  feel  him  in  the  contest,  nevertheless 
I  did  wish,  for  the  Country,  that  you  oould  have"  been  unopposed — It 
would  haye  increased  confidence  abroad,  promoted  harmony  at  home, 
&  sunk  into  insignificance  the  plotting  Junto,  around  you — Our  papers, 
in  fact  all  the  papers  of  this  Country  speak  of  your  Election  as  a 
matter  of  course — 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


180  Texas  State  Library 

As  regards  the  Candidates  for  the  Vice  Presidency,  permit  me  in 
friendship  to  say  to  you,  stand  aloof,  you  have  nothing  to  gain  by  an 
interf  erance,  Justice  as  well  as  Policy  dictates  your  remaining  neutral, 
they  are  all  professed  friends,  therefore  let  who  will  succeed  the 
victory  is  yours — 

I  fear  I  shall  not  be  enabled  to  visit  Texas  as  soon  this  fall  as  I 
expected  in  consequence  of  that  Murderer^s  Trial  which  will  come  on 
in  Octr.  and  I  loose  sight  of  all  other  considerations,  sooner  than  not 
bring  him  to  condign  punishment — You  will  pcJXJeive  from  our  papers, 
that  Preston  &  others,  have  been  Battling  warmly  for  Texas  recently— 

I  am  glad  that  the  Bill  for  withdrawing  your  instruction  for  an- 
nexation was  defeated — although  I  should  oppose  annexation,  to  let 
the  subject  rest  as  it  is,  will  increase  inigration  and  advance  the  in- 
terest of  Texas — I  am  also  pleased  that  the  Bank  Bill  was  defeated, 
for  the  Monetary  affairs  of  the  present  times  are  too  unsettled  to 
carry  any  Banking  institution  into  successful!  operation,  and  the  suc- 
cess &  popularity  of  every  institution  of  the  kind  depends  upon  a 
favourable  commencement,  &  if  I  am  correctly  informed  there  were 
great  objections  to  the  details,  but  more  of  this  anon — 

I  shuld  have  written  you  from  Galveston  &  New  Orleans,  (although 
1  staid  at  the  latter  place  but  some  few  hours)  but  Jones  was  to  write 
for  both — please  inform  me  if  you  still  wish  me  to  send  you  a  Sec- 
retary If  you  do  I  will  send  a  first  rate  fellow,  &  should  have  done 
so  'ere  now,  but  for  the  Misfortunes  that  befell  me — 

Do  write  me  fully  &  unreservedly,  you  know  I  feel  as  deep  an  in- 
terest in  hearing  how  things  are  poing  on  with  you,  &  for  your 
welf air  &  success  as  a  friend  can  feel — I  shall  write  you  again  shortly, 
for  I  write  this  in  haste 

Sincerely  &  Truly  yours 
Jas.  H.  Smith 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  J.  H.  Smith 

Vice  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  Columbus  Ga.  2  Oct  1838 

Houston 

Texas 

No.  759 

1838  July  3,  W.  J.  PEARMAN,  MAANAN[t],  GEORGIA,  TO 
MIRABEAUB[U0NAPARTE1  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Introducing  Isham  S.  Fannin,  a  relative  of  J[ames]  W.  Fannin. 
A.  L.  S.    Ip. 
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No.  760 

1838  July  9,  ANSELM  BUGG,  COOSAWDA,  AUTAUGA  COUNTY, 

[GEORGIA],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Their  personal  relations  in  Georgia;  his  own  admiration  for 
Lamar's  public  character  an  inducement  to  settle  in  Texas;  a  request 
for  aid  to  Mr.  Hays  in  selecting  land  for  the  writer  suitable  for  a 
homestead  and  for  a  sawmill;  Hays's  fitness  for  the  superintendency 
of  construction  for  the  canal  authorized  by  the  Congress.  A.  L.  S. 
3  p. 

^Trivate.'' 

No.  761 

[1838  c.  July  9],  P[ETER]  W.  GRAYSON,  [BEAN  STATION, 
TENNESSEE],  TO  [J.  W.]  MAYSE,  [BEAN-STATION, 

TENNESSEE] «« 

Instructions  regarding  the  disposition  of  his  own  effects;  pardon 
desired  for  causing  trouble.    Copy.    1  p. 

No.  762 

1838  July  11,  T.  J.  GREEN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Velasco  July  11th  1838 
My  Dear  Genl 

Colo  Bee,  reed,  a  letter  this  evening  from  one  of  our  friends  at 
Houston,  he  says,  ** Heaven  &  Hell  is  striving  against  you"  that, 
**emisaries  are  at  work  in  all  parts  to  advance  Grayson,  interest" — 
this  you  ought  to  know  that  your  friends  should  not  slumber  upon  their 
watch —  In  this  part  of  the  country  all  is  safe  and  notwithstanding 
the  array  of  big  names  to  Mr.  Grayson'  invitation  from  Brazoria 
county  I  do  not  think  he  will  get  more  than  40  votes  in  the  county — 
Dr.Archer,  just  from  Matagorda,  says  things  are  even  more  favoura- 
ble there,  Let  your  friends  watch  Sam  Houston  in  the  east,  he  has 
much  at  stake  in  the  election  of  Grayson,  he  is,  rely  upon  it,  the 
primum  Mobile  of  the  oposition,  his  traveling  cabinet  are  the  Whip- 
perS'in, 

I  feel  much  solicitude  as  to  my  friend  Rusk\  course —  I  will  either 
go  to  see  him  or  write  him  soon — He  may  do  you  much  good,  he  can 
do  you  much  hurt — God  forbid  the  continuance  of  the  present  mer- 
cenary dynasty  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Grayson,  and  if  he  so  ordains 
it  (which  I  do  not  think)  I  am  ready  to  sell  out  and  abandon  Texas 
to  her  fate — Texas  has  nothing  to  fear  from  Mexico  but  every  thing 
from  serself,  God  save  her  from  her  home  enemies. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  national  blessing  at  present,  to  have  20,000 
Mexican  soldiers  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  they  could  be  easily 
whipped,  and  their  presence  would  teach  us  the  danger  of  placing 

8«Printed  with  no.  763. 
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at  our  head  a  respectable  old  maid,  fit  alone  for  the  decencies  of 
** amiable  Mediocrity.'* 

We  were  disappointed  in  yonr  not  coming  to  our  4th  July  dinner, 
however  I  do  not  think  you  suffered  by  absence — I  hope  to  see  you 
in  the  next  10  days — 

Very  Respectfully 
To  Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  Your  obt.  hml.  Sert  &  friend 

Houston  Thos.  J.  Green 

Texas  [rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Columbia  July  12th  T  J  Green 

Free  Valasco  11th  July  1838 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar, 
City  Houston, 
Texas. 

No.  763 

1838  July  12,  J.  A.  ROGERS,  [TENNESSEE],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Rogers  vill  July  12th.  1838 
Hon.  M.B.Lamar 

Sir  I  address  this  to  you  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  P  W  Gray- 
son he  committed  one  of  the  most  deliberate  suicides  that  has  ever 
come  to  my  knolledge  on  the  mourning  of  the  9th.  Inst  at  Beans- 
station  in  the  county  of  Granger,  East  Tennessee —  I  will  send  you 
a  coppy  of  a  letter  found  in  his  room  after  the  boddy  was  found 
addressed  to  the  landdlord. 

Mr.  Mayse 
I  pray  you  pardon  the  f righful  scene  I  have  made  in  your  house 

you  will  ere  long  learn  that  I  have  not  been  whoUey  an  unworthy 
man  I  have  to  request  you  to  write  to  Col  James  Love  formerly  a 
resident  of  Barbersville,  Ky,  who  is  I  think  their  at  this  time  though 
intending  to  remove  with  his  family  in  the  fall  to  Texas  in  forming 
him  of  what  has  occurred  hear  and  of  my  wish  that  he  would  come 
to  this  house  and  take  charge  of  my  bagagee  examine  and  do  with 
it  what  he  will  see  is  proper  in  the  mean  time  I  hope  the  best  of 
care  will  be  taken  of  it  You  will  find  money  in  my  pocket  book  to 
defray  all  my  necessary  exspinces  I  beseach  you  to  pardon  the  treble 
I  give  you 

P  W  Grayson 

this  paper  was  found  of  Texas 

in  the  Room  of  the  deceased 

P  W  Grayson  on  the  9  of  July 

I  learned  from  several  persons  who  ware  preasant  at  the  inquest 

that,  P  W  Grayson  was  on  business  for  the  government  what  his 

business  was  I  do  not  no  should  it  be  so  you  will  no  — 

My  Reasons  for  sending  you  this  address  is  to  in  form  you  of  his 
death  should  their  be  any  certenty  of  the  report  I  thought  it  my 
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duty  as  a  citizen  of  Texas  to  in  form  you  of  the  fact  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble— 

I  am  with  Respect 

of  Texas 

N.  B.  Mr  Grayson  blew  his  braines  out  with  a  pistol  &  it  was  scan 
fom  some  of  his  papers  that  he  was  partially  deranged  from  1820  to 
1830.  Suinse  that  time  he  has  bean  intirely  at  him  self  until  laterly. 
he  stated  that  it  was  ruturning  with  redobleled  fury  —  these  are 
all  the  particular  Reasons  so  fair  as  we  have  any  knoUedge  of 
yours  &c 
John  A  Rogers 
of  Texas 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Hon  M.  B.  Lamar  Jno  A  Roberts 

Houston  City  Rodgersville  Tenn  — 

Texas  July  12  —  1838  — 

To  care  of  Texas  agent  )  Death  of  Col  Orayson 

) 
Neworleans  —  L.A.  ) 

No.  764 

1838  July  12,  W.  ROBERTS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Aransas  12th  July  1838 
Dear  Mirabeau 

By  Dr.  Carter  I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  sending  you  a  line 
eommunieating  the  present  state  of  affairs  at  this  time  &  place.  I 
have  got  my  house  up  &  nearly  inclosed.  I  find  this  a  most  pleasant 
summer  residence.  The  air  is  delightful  the  water  good  &  the  sea 
bathing  luxurious.  The  fish  &  turtle  are  abundant  &  oysters  all 
around  us  for  picking  up.  My  little  negroes  go  out  &  get  what  they 
want,  we  all  eat  &  drink  whatever  comes  in  our  way  without  the  fear 
of  fever  or  sickness  of  any  kind.  Indeed  it  is  the  airy  region  of 
health. 

The  only  annoyance  we  have  is  the  dread  of  an  incursion  of  Mexi- 
cans or  Camanche  Indians.  A  large  party  of  the  latter  is  reported 
this  morning  to  be  on  the  Aransas  river  between  Goliad  &  this 
place.  The  bearer  of  this  news  is  a  Mr  Gray  who,  in  company  with 
two  Mexicans,  set  out  from  Labardee  to  this  place  by  the  isthmus. 
On  arriving  at  the  Aransas  river  they  discovered  a  large  number 
of  pack  horses  &  indians  dressed  in  red  deer-skins  whom  they  knew 
to  be  Comanches.  They  changed  their  course  &  came  directly  to 
Copano  &  Gray  has  just  come  over  here  this  morning  conforming  the 
news  of  about  40  whites  being  killed  on  the  San  Antone  &  its  tribu- 
tary waters.  Still  this  place  wears  somewhat  the  appearance  of  busi- 
ness. Three  Schooners  have  arrived  since  we  landed  with  lumber 
&  merchandise,  &  now  while  I  am  writing  another,  the  Alexander^ 
from  Orleans  with  the  families  who  formerly  lived  at  the  Missiort 
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to  the  number  of  four  or  five  returning  to  that  place.  They  will 
however  think  it  most  prudent  to  stop  here  I  suppose  for  the 
present.  This  vessel  reports  another  Schooner  near  the  bar  called 
the  Empress  from  Mobile,  probably  Col.  Plumers*  She  will  be  np 
this  evening.  Altho  we  consider  ourselves  somewhat  threatened  with 
invasion  we  feel  pretty  confident  as  our  strength  is  increasing  daily. 

How  goes  on  the  canvas  ?  I  hope  you  have  no  cause  of  alarm.  In- 
deed in  this  quarter  it  is  scarcely  known  that  you  have  any  opposi- 
tion ;  there  is  not  a  dissenting  voice  in  this  quarter  so  far  as  I  have 
Tieard  &  I  am  sure  there  will  be  none.  The  people  here  insist  upon 
my  being  returned  as  their  representative  to  the  next  Congress.  What 
think  you  of  it?  I  wish  your  advice  particularly  upon  this  subject. 
IVrite  me  generally  upon  matters  &  things — if  any  circumstances  has 
transpired  or  is  likely  to  happen  requiring  a  different  arrangement 
lor  the  accommodation  of  my  family  next  winter.  If  you  could 
spend  a  few  weeks  here  this  summer  you  would  find  it  very  pleasant 
&  we  would  do  what  we  could  for  your  accommodation. 

Yours 

W.  Roberts 

Col.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 
Genl.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  W  Roberts 

Houston  Aransas  12  June  1838 

By  Dr.  Garter 

No.  765 

1838  July  13,  R0B[ER1T  EDEN  HANDY,  RICHMOND.  [TEXAS], 

TO  M[IRABEAU1    B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

[RICHMOND?  TEXAS] 

The  stage  to  leave  tomorrow  at  7  a.  m. ;  Mrs.  D  's  unwillingness  to 
take  Caroline ;  sending  $50 ;  *  *  as  usual  badly  off  for  money. "  A.  N.  S. 
1  p. 

No.  766 

1838  July  17,  F.  M.  GIBSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Galveston  July  17th  1838 
Dear  General 

I  have  understood  that  you  wrote  me  some  time  since  a  letter  which 
has  unluckily  never  come  to  hand.  This  however  I  am  told  has  been 
the  fate  of  many  letters  intended  for,  or  coming  from  you  How  com- 
munications will  be  used,  on  the  present  political  canvass,  surrepti- 
tiously obtained  is  yet  to  be  proved.  It  has  already  been  seen  that 
certain  individuals  are  not  very  choice  in  the  means  they  emplpoy  for 
the  attainment  of  their  ends.  There  are  not  many  enormities  at 
which  an  individual  would  scruple  who  could  intercept  a  letter  under 
private  seal  and  appropriate  it.  It  is  in  fact  the  most  odious  species 
of  mail  robbery.     And  I  assure  you  that  I   am  almost  afraid  to 
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write  you  a  private  letter  without  confiding  its  delivery  to  some  sure 
and  trusty  hand  enjoining  the  bearer  at  the  same  time  to  present  it 
personally  to  the  one  to  whom  it  is  addressed — 

A  word  now  in  relation  to  your  election.  Do  you  not  think  it 
would  be  better  for  your  cause  if  your  Editorial  friends  would  on 
vindicating  your  claims  exchange  a  small  portion  of  the  gall  and 
worm  wood  which  they  mingle  in  their  publications  for  an  equal 
quantity  of  courtesy?  If  the  opposition  papers  descend  to  vulsrarity 
in  upholding  their  candidate  they  may  find  some  extenuation  in  the 
desperation  of  their  cause  But  better  things  are  expected  of  us,  who 
are  floating  with  our  candidate  **upon  the  full  tide  of  successful  ex- 
periments" while  **our  withers  are  unstrung"  we  should  not  wince 
at  scurrelity  or  return  it,  but  pursue  that  dignified  course  which  is 
best  calculated  to  show  the  superior  respectability  of  the  party  to 
which  we  belong,  and  when  assailed  by  abuse  expose  its  imbecility  by 
making  manifest  its  folly.  Is  it  not  more  gratifying  to  a  man  of 
exalted  feelings  to  prove  to  the  world  that  the  individual  who  makes 
unjust  charges  against  you  is  guilty  of  falsehood  than  to  tell  him  he 
lies?  I  speak  now  of  political  relations  alone  in  which,  custom  tis 
true  has  sanctioned  great  excesses.  But  custom  can  justify  nothing 
that  a  correct  taste  and  good  sense  teach  us  is  wrong. 

Your  prospects  here  have  brightened  considerable  since  I  first  came 
down.  You  will  get  on  the  Island  a  small  majority  notwithstanding 
the  strong  exertions  made*  to  prevent  it.  Baker  is  opened  mouthed 
in  your  favor.    Jones  sends  respects  &c 

Very  Respectfully 

Penton  M.  Gibson 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Gen  Mirabeau  B  Lamar  Fulton  M  Gibson 

Houston  Galveston  Feb  17.  1838 

No.  767 
18S8  July  18,  S.  H.  EVERITT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Jasper  July  18th  1838 

My  Dr  General 

I  write  only  to  say  that  all  things  here,  bear  the  most  prosperous 
and  flattering  appearance — You  will  without  doubt  Receive  the  vote 
of  this  District  (Jasper  &  Jefferson)  you  will  have  friends  Elected 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  also.  Ilorton  is  Gaining  Ground 
and  will  I  have  little  doubt  get  a  majority  though  there  are  charges 
Brought  against  him  that  Requires  the  aid  of  friends  to  put  dow[n]. 
I  am  doeing  all  I  can  for  him  &  shall  continue  so  to  do. 

I  leave  here  in  a  few  days  for  San  Augustine  &  Nacogdoches,  if 
You  Have,  anything  You  desire  to  be  done  You  will  do  me  the 
favor  of  giveing  me  the  necessary  directions — I  shall  not  Be  from 
home  but  a  few  days  at  a  time  unless  I  should  be  under  the  necessity 
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of  makeing  a  trip  to  the  county  of  Red  River — of  which  I  shall 
inform  You  in  the  Event  of  my  goeing 

With  Respect  and 
Consideration 
Truly  Yours 
S.  H  Everitt 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Beaumont  July  25th  1838  S  H  Everitt 

Siyo  Jasper  18  July  1838 

Honl  M.  B.  Lamar 
Houston  Texas 

No.  768 

1838  July  20,  J.  F.  MUSE  TO  M.  B.  LAIMAR 

Point  Coupee  La— 
20th  July  1838— 
My  dear  Sir — 

The  subject  on  which  I  address  you,  will  I  hope  offer  a  sufficient 
apology — for  the  liberty  I  take  as  a  stranger —  Having  been  well 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Jas  A  Lamar  of  Georgia — and  supposing  a  con- 
nection— warranted  the  belief  that  social  principles  and  a  desire  to 
promote  Improvements — were  in  the  general  traits  of  the  Family— 

I  reside  on  the  Mississippi  Rive[r]  162  miles  above  New  Orleans— 
The  nearest  point  of  that  River  from  the  Sabine — 124  miles  to  strike 
Sabine  at  30.  degrees  40.  miles  north — I  design  getting  a  Charter 
from  our  next  Legislature — for  a  Rail  Road  from  my  landing  to  the 
Sabine — with  the  ultimate  hope  a  continuance  of  this  Road  to  the 
seat  of  Government  in  Texas— and  wish  your  Views  on  this  subject 
so  interesting  to  both  the  governments — ^you  will  please  give  the 
subject  a  reflection  and  write  me  as  soon  [as]  convenient — as  my 
end  of  the  Road  will  meet  the  views  &  wishes  of  our  whole  com- 
munity— as  I  hope  it  will  yours — both  being  from  the  best  feeling, 
anctious  for  a  more  convenient  means  of  social  &  commercial  inter- 
course— 

If  the  subject  is  of  sufficient  interest  please  ascertain — the  Dis- 
tance &  practicability — of  the  Rout  from  your  favourite  Point  in 
Texas — to  the  Point  to  be  agreed  on — at  the  Sabine — and  I  will 
reply — &  give  you  my  in  turn  plan  or  scheme  with  my  mode  of  rais- 
ing the  means  &  mode  of  operations — as  mine  will  be  by  a  Joint 
Stock  company  participated  in  &  shared  by  the  State — 

I  beg  you  in  this  connection  to  be  assured  of  my  very  high  con- 
sideration 

James  Fort  Muse. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Honble  J  F  Muse 

Lamar  La  20th  July  1838 

Secretary  of  State 
City  of  Houston 
Texas — 
to  be 

handed  person- 
ally, by  Mr.  John  Marks. 
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1838  July  21,  G.  FISHER  &  COMPANY.    HOUSTON  WHOLE- 
SALE PRICE  LIST" 


HOUSTON  WHOLESALE  PRICE  CURRENT, 

forwarded  by  Geo:  Fisher  &  Co. 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

Houston  July  21st.  1838. 


ARTICLES. 

bagging,  Kentucky, per  yard 

BALE  rope, per  lb. 

BREAD,  Na vv, per  cwt. 

''      PUot, '' 

CRACKERS,  Water, ** 

Butter,      

COFFEE,  Havana  Middling,    . .  .per  lb. 

CANDLES,  Sperm, ** 

CIDER, per  doz. 

''    per  bbl. 

CORKS, .per  1000. 

flour,  Superfine,  . per  bbl. 

**      Buckwheat, 

CORN  MEAL, ** 

FISH,  Mackerel  No.  1, ** 

HERRING,  No.  2, ** 

COD, per  box. 

FRUIT,  Almonds,  soft  shell,  ....  per  lb. 

**     Raisins, per  box. 

''     Prunes, '' 

**     Lemons, ** 

**     Figs, per  drum. 

GRAIN,  Corn  shelled, per  bushel. 

'*      Oats, 

**      Beans, per  barrel. 

GUNPOWDER, per  lb. 

**  Common, keg. 

**  Rifle, canister. 

GLASS,  Window,  8  x  10,  per  box,  100  ft. 
do.      10x12,      '' 

IRON,  Bar, per  cwt. 

'*     Sheet '' 

**     Castings,  Hollow, ** 

•'Printed  Circular. 


REMARKS. 

cts. 

Quantity 

Demand 

—.36 

scarce 

limited 

—.30 

do 

do 

14.— 

do 

fair 

16.— 

do 

do 

18.— 

none 

do 

20.— 

do 

do 

—.28 

scarce 

do 

—.65 

do 

do 

10.— 

do 

good 

20.— 

none 

do 

6.— 

scarce 

fair 

20.— 

do 

do 

— . — 

none 

none 

— . — 

scarce 

limited 

25.— 

do 

fair 

10.— 

none 

none 

— . — 

do 

do 

—.37 

do 

fair 

10.— 

scarce 

do 

6.— 

none 

limited 

15.— 

scarce 

fair 

6.— 

do 

limited 

1.50 

good 

fair 

3.— 

scarce 

do 

10.— 

do 

limited 

— !50 

large 

limited 

1.50 

scarce 

fair 

20.— 

do 

do 

24.— 

do 

do 

15.— 

do 

limited 

— . — 

none 

none 

—.18 

scarce 

good 
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ARTICLES. 
LUMBER, 

**  Boards,  Yellow  Pine,  per  1000  ft. 
'*       **         White    do 

SHINGLES, per  1000, 

LEAD,  Bar, per  ewt. 

''     Sheet, ** 

LIME, per  bbl. 

MOLASSES, per  gallon. 

NAILS,  4  @  20d., per  lb 

TAR, per  gallon 

OILS,  Linseed, ** 

''     Sperm,.. 

**     Olive, per  dozen 

PROVISIONS,  Beef,  No.  1, per  bbl. 

Cargo, '' 

TONGUES, per  dozen 

PORK,  Mess, per  bbl 

''      Cargo, '' 

BACON  HAMS, per  lb. 

**       Middlings, '* 

LARD, *  * 

BUTTER,  Goshen, ** 

CHEESE,  Goshen, ** 

POTATOES, per  bbl 

ALE  and  PORTER, per  doz. 

**     per  bbl 

RICE, per  cask. 

SUGAR,  La.  Brown, per  lb. 

Loaf, '' 

SALT,  Liverpool  Ground, per  sack 

STEEL, : per  lb. 

SOAP,  Brown, ** 

SPIRITS,  Champagne  Brandy  per  gallon. 

''       Cognac, 

''       Peach, 

GIN,  Holland, ** 

WHISKEY,  Rectified, ** 

SHOT, per  bag,  25  lbs. 

TOBACCO, 

**     1st  quality  manuf.,  box,  per  lb. 
''     2d       do  do 

TEAS,  Imperial  and  Gunpowder,  per  lb. 

''    Ilyson,  &c., '' 

WINES,  Madeira, per  gallon. 

Malas:a  Sweet,  .... 

**      Dry, 

Teneriffe, 

**       Champagne, per  doz. 

**       Port '* 

''       Claret, ** 

**       Claret, per  cask. 


REM^ 

tBKS. 

90.— 

do 

do 

100.— 

do 

do 

, 

do 

do 

—.30 

do 

do 

— . — 

none 

none 

10.— 

scarce 

fair 

—.75 

do 

do 

—.18 

do 

do 

2.— 

none 

great 

3.— 

do 

do 

3.— 

do 

do 

10.— 

scarce 

limited 

25.— 

do 

do 

20.— 

do 

dull 

— . — 

none 

limited 

36.— 

scarce 

fair 

25.— 

do 

do 

—.25 

fair 

good 

—.22 

do 

do 

—.18 

large 

dull 

—.70 

do 

do 

—.18 

scarce 

limited 

6.— 

none 

fair 

25.— 

scarce 

do 

—.12 

fair 

do 

—.18 

scarce 

good 

—.40 

do 

do 

10.— 

do 

do 

—.25 

do 

limited 

—.15 

large 

do 

3.50 

fair 

fair 

3.— 

do 

do 

2.50 

scarce 

do 

3.— 

fair 

do 

1.37 

do 

do 

6.— 

do 

do 

—.70 

do 

do 

—.50 

do 

do 

2.— 

scarce 

good 

1.50 

■        do 

do 

2.— 

do 

fair 

1.50 

do 

do 

1.75 

do 

do 

2.00 

do 

do 

20.00 

fair 

limited 

24.— 

do 

do 

9.— 

scarce 

fair 

75.00 

do 

do 
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ARTICLES. 

COTTON,  Brazos  Choice, per  lb. 

do.    Prime, " 

do.    Fair, " 

SKINS,  Bear, per  skin. 

"      Deer, " 


REMARKS. 

none 

none 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

FREIGHTS. 

From  Galveston,  per  bbl.  of  5  cubic  feet,   $  1. — 

per  foot  cubic,    —.20 

Passage,  Cabin $10.— 

Lumber  pr  1000  ft 20.— 


EXCHANGE. 

Louisiana       Bank    Bill,  premium, 35  (S)  40% 

Mississippi,  do.  do 10% 

Alabama,  do.  do 15  (S)  20% 

Tennessee,  do.  do 15  (S  20% 

United  States,       do.  do 40  (a)  45% 

Specie,  do.  do 45  (a)  50% 

Gold,  do.  do 50% 


STOCKS. 

Military  and  Naval  Scrip, receivable  at  par  for  Taxes,  and 

in  pajonent  of  Lands ^ 55@50c 

Funded  Debt,  with  10  per  cent,   interest  per 

annum,  „ „ $  50@55c  pr  Dollar 

Galveston  City  Shares  of  $1000  each,  all  paid,..$  1250— @$1500— 
Colorado  Navigation  Company  Shares  of  $100  —  pd  5$ :  Par. 

Brazos  &  Galveston  Rail  R  Cy.  Shares  $100  — pd.  $20—  Par. 


LANDS. 

Located,  and  Titles  issued  from  the  Mexican  Government,  per  acre, 
from  $2.—  @  $15.00. 
Do.  do.        do.  Texian  do.,  "       " 

'»     '!._  @  $5.00 
Military  bounty  to  be  located  after  August,  1838  ''        "      50c 

Head  Rights  of  Emigrants  under  the  laws  of  the  Republic  of  Texas, 
per  acre,  League  &  Labor  from  $800. —  @  $1000.  — 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


190 


Texas  State  Library 


Texas  Government  Scrip,  per  acre,  with  priviledge  of  funding  at 

the  rates  of  50c  from  50  @  55e 
Public  Lands  Governments  minimum  Price  $1.50c  pr.  Acre. 


HOUSTON,    1st   APRIL.,   1838. 


We  beg  leave  to  inform  you 


Hon:  M.  B.  Lamar 

Vice  President 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
Houston. 
Sir: 

that  we  have  opened  a  House  at  the  Landing  of  this  City,  and  are 
prepared  to  receive  Goods  for  sale  on  Commission,  also  to  store  and 
forward  them,  likewise  to  purchase  and  sell,  on  Commission,  Real 
Estate,  and  personal  and  mixed  property.  Will  also  engage  to  col- 
lect claims  against  the  Government,  and  procure  the  location  of  Mili- 
tary Bounty  Lands,  in  virtue  of  Powers  of  Attorney  to  be  granted 
to  us  for  that  purpose,  and  generally  to  transact  all  kinds  of  Commis- 
sion and  Agency  business;  in  which  capacities  we  tender  you  our 
services  in  this  place  and  at  Galveston  through  the  medium  of  our 
friends  Messrs.  McKinney  &  Williams. 

For  particulars  of  our  market  and  ourselves,  we  beg  to  refer  you 
to  the  annexed  Prices  Current,  and  the  References  at  foot. 

We  are,  very  Respectfully, 

Your  Obedient  Servants, 
FISHER,  DAVIS  &  LUBBOCK. 


REFERENCES. 


UNITED  STATES. 

Hugo  C.  Gildemecs-  ) 

er,  Esq.,  ) 

Messrs.  W.  F.  Vigers  ) 

&  Co.,  ) 

) 
R.  Groning  &  Co., ) 

)  New 
James  Reed  &  Co.,)  Orleans 

) 
Wm.  Bryan,  Esq.,  ) 
Sam.  Ricker,  Esq.,  ) 
Messrs.     Goodman    &    Miller, 

Mobile. 
Charles    W.    Karthaus,    Esq., 

Baltimore. 
Aaron  H.  Palmer,  Esq. 

New  York. 


TEXAS. 

Hon.  Henry  Smith,  Sec'y.) 

TreasV.  ) 

Asa  Brigham,  Esq,  Treas- ) 
urer,  )  Houston. 

) 
Messrs.   Cooke  &   Ewing,    ) 
McKinney  &  Williams,  Galveston. 
C.  P.  Greene  &  Co.,  Velasco. 
Edmund  Andrews,  Esq.  Brazoria. 
Martin,  Clow  &  Co.,  Marion. 
Handy  &  Lusk,  Richmond 
Bailey,   Gay   &   Hoxie,   Washington. 
Col.  Sterling  C.  Robertson,  Nashville. 
Col.  John  N.  Seguin,  Bexar. 
Ira  R.  Lewis,  Esq.,  Matagorda. 
Charles   Wilcox,   Esq.,   Anahuac, 
Adolphus  Sterne,  Esq.,  Nacogdoches. 
Hon.  W.  R.  Williamson,  Bastrop. 


HOUSTON,   1st   JULY,   1838. 

The  undersigned,  successors  of  Fisher,  Davis  &  Lubbock,  will  con- 
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tinue  the  business,  as  heretofore,  at  the  same  Stand,  under  the  firm 
of  GEORGE  FISHER  A  CO.,  and  solicit  their  friends  for  a  share  of  their 
patronage. 

GEORGE  FISHER, 
A.  JACKSON  DAVIS. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Hon :  M.  B.  Lamar  Houston  Price  Current 

Vice  President  July  1838  — 

of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 
Houston 

No.  770 

[1838  July  25],  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Sulphur  Springs 


Dear  Genl. 

I  have  had  a  relapse  and  am  nearly  dead  —  as  soon  as  Maj. 
Smith  arrived  &  informed  me  of  what  was  going  on  I  wrote  the  en- 
closed letter*^  which  mxist  be  published  immediately  —  Do  not  fail 
to  have  it  out  in  the  next  papers  —  Make  any  alteration  you  please 
in  the  phraseology  of  it  — 

I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  recover  —  my  case  is  very  uncertain  — 
Send  the  boy  back  immediately  with  a  letter  &  the  latest  papers 

Yr  friend  truly 
W.  Jefferson  Jones 

Retain  Robert's  poney  &  send  me  another  horse  —  I  wish  to  return 
as  soon  as  the  bearer  gets  back,  if  I  am  able  —  I  am  now  low  —  God 
speed  &  defend  you  my  dear  friend  —  all  things  are  going  on  well 
in  this  quarter  —  You  will  get  an  almost  unanimous  vote  —  Write 
every  thing  to  me  — 

A  gentleman  of  respectability  who  is  well  acquainted  with  Genl. 
Douglass  saw  &  conversed  with  him  on  the  6th.  July.  He  then  ex- 
pressed himself  warmly  in  favor  of  Genl.  Lamar  publickly  and  on 
various  occasions.  There  can  therefore  be  no  truth  in  the  Statement 
of  the  Civilian  in  relation  to  his  defaction. 

[Addressed] 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar 
Houston 

) 
Mr.  McDougal  )  Texas 

) 

MNo.  771. 
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No.  771 

1838  July  25,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE 
TELEGRAPH,  [HOUSTON] 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Telegraph 

The  enemies  of  Genl.  Lamar  are  endeavorin<r  to  defeat  his 
election  by  the  promulgation  of  the  charge  that  he  is  pledged  to  make 
me  a  member  of  his  Cabinet.  Genl.  Lamar  is  under  no  promise  fo  give 
me  any  office  whatever,  and  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  he  is  as  free  as 
the  air  that  wafts  itself  thro'  the  Heavens  . 

I  will  state  that  I  am  a  Citizen  of  Texas  —  that  long  before 
I  could  become  such,  I  was  the  Editor  of  a  paper  in  Mobile  which 
advocated  the  cause  of  Texas  —  that  I  did  all  I  could  in  aid  of  the 
great  struggle  'for  liberty  —  that  when  Texas  was  really  in  need  — 
when  her  army  was  suffering  for  provisions  &  cloathing  I  gave  my 
money  &  my  most  active  services  to  sustain  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  the  very  men,  who  are  most  actively  engaged  in  circulating  slan- 
ders to  injure  one  of  the  most  disinguished  sons  of  Texas  are  aware 
of  these  facts,  and  first  invited  me  to  become  a  Citizen  of  this^ 
country  — 

When  I  left  the  United  States  my  friends  asked  what  I  in- 
tended to  do  —  I  replied  I  came  to  serve  Texas  —  that  my  old  friend 
Genl.  Lamar  would  probably  be  the  President  of  the  Republic  and 
might  probably  find  something  for  me  to  do  and  this  would  give  me 
an  opportunity  of  devoting  myself  to  the  service  of  a  country  to 
which  I  was  greatly  attached  —  This  is  a  statement  of  facts  and  from 
this  declaration  has  originated  the  great  pledge  so  loudly  complained 
of  —  With  great  respect, 

Your  obt.  Servt. 
W.  Jefferson  Jones 
Sulphur  Springs 

July  25th.  1838. 

[Endorsed] 
Thos.  J.  Jones's 
Letter  to  Editor  of  the 
Telegraph,  &  one  to 
Genl  Lamar — 

Sulphur  Springs 
J25th.  July  1838 

No.  772 

1838  July  29,  W.  McCRAVEN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

San  Antonio  29th  July  1838 
Dear  Sir 

I  am  sorry  that  you  did^not  accompany  us  to  this  place  as  you 
once  contemplated.    For  several  reasons — In  the  first  place  it  is  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  op  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  193 

delightful  and  healthy  summer  retreat — and  secondly  you  might 
have  obtained  some  practical  knowledge  of  the  character  and  habits 
of  the  Comanche  Indians  and  of  the  peculiarly  exposed  condition 
of  this  frontier  that  would  have  been  essentially  useful  in  your 
approaching  administration  of  the  Government.  Of  your  election 
there  appears  to  be  no  doubt  even  on  the  part  of  your  opponents — 
The  people  of  this  section  are  looking  to  you  as  as  [s-ic]  their  only 
hope  both  as  regards  the  title  to  their  lands  and  protection  against  the 
Indians.  The  latter  are  exceedingly  annoying  so  much  so  indeed 
as  almost  entirely  to  suspend  the  surveying — There  is  not  perhaps 
any  great  hazard  of  life  where  three  or  four  are  together  as  the 
policy  of  the  Indians  is  never  to  attack  where  there  is  danger.  There 
object  is  plunder  and  they  seek  it  by  stratagem  not  by  arms — They 
are  scattered  all  about  the  country  and  whenever  a  party  of  Ameri- 
cans or  Mexicans  goes  out  if  they  do  not  keep  strict  watch  their 
horses  are  stolen — occasionally  one  killed — If  a  party  goes  out  after 
them  the  pursuit  is  fruitless  as  the  Indians  are  better  mounted  and 
by  their  knowledge  of  the  country  escape  with  their  plunder — noth- 
ing has  been  recovered  from  them  in  a  single  instance  since  I  have 
been  here — Between  Indians  and  Mexicans  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  keep  a  horse.  The  latter  I  believe  are  almost  as  great  a  pest  as 
the  Indians — They  come  in  from  the  Rio  Grande  trading  bringing 
in  a  drove  of  horses  and  mules — They  sell  out  and  buy  what  mer- 
chandise they  want  and  steal  all  the  good  horses  they  can  lay  their 
hands  on  to  carry  back  with  them.  In  most  instances  the  Indians 
bear  the  blame.  There  is  at  present  a  constant  communication 
between  the  Mexicans  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  this  place — It  is 
encouraged  on  account  of  the  trade  but  the  policy  appears  to  me 
exceedingly  doubtful — for  they  steal  almost  as  many  horses- as  they 
bring  in — It  appears  to  me  general  that,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
protect  this  frontier — I  believe  that  the  frontier  from  the  Guada- 
loupe  to  the  Rio  Grande  might  be  efficiently  protected  by  from  two 
to  five  hundred  men  well  appointed  and  stationed  in  parties  of  50  to 
a  hundred  at  the  different  passes  thro  the  mountains.  I  think  50 
well  provided  and  well  mounted  men  would  be  sufficient  except  on 
the  Nueces  which  perhaps  should  be  stronger — Tliese  me[n]  could 
very  nearly  support  themselves  so  that  the  expense  would  not  be 
great  and  the  benefits  incalculable — If  this  section  is  protected  from 
the  Indians  emigration  will  flow  in  so  rapidly  that  it  will  very  soon 
be  able  to  protect  itself  against  all  enemies — It  is  certainly  the  finest 
region  of  Texas  below  the  mountains — To  you  the  people  a  [re] 
looking  anxiously  for  aid — I  am  sure  they  will  not  be  disappointed — 
With  much  respect  I  remain  yours  truly 

Wm  McCraven 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Gen.  M.  B.  Lamar  Wm  McCraven 

Houston  San  Antonio  29  Sept  1838 

Texas  on  Protection  of  frontier  dkc  &c 
Favour  of  Col  S.  M.  Luckie 


13— Library. 
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1838  July  31,  A.  B.  RAGAN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

(Confidential)  U.  S.  Columbus  Georgia 

July  31.  1838 
Genl  M.  B.  Lamar 
Houston,  Texas 

Dear  Sir 

I  notice  in  a  slip  from  the  oiBce  of 
the  Commercial  Bulletin  of  N.  0.  of  the  27th.  inst  that  some  man  is 
circulating  in  Texas  Bills  of  the  Pigeon  Roost  &  Minning  Company 
of  Geo.  with  your  endorsmt.  on  them,  (the  Slip  say  Conterfietd) 
Some  of  your  friends  apprehend  that  such  representations  may  have 
been  made  as  indued  you  to  endorse  some  of  them,  this  apprehension 
is  basd.  upon  information  that  some  arrangement  was  made  or 
attempted,  to  be  made  to  give  the  bills  currency  in  N.  O. 

The  stock  of  this  institution  has  passd  into  new  hands  Genl 
Nicholas  Howard  Still  owns  a  portion  of  it.  And  I  am  authorisd.  by 
him  to  say  to  you.  that  a  short  time  since  (he)  understanding  that 
the  controling  stock  holders  were  making  arrangemts  for  the  issue 
of  bills  &  were  only  restraind.  from  doing  so  by  his  (Genl  H) 
threatning  to  enjoin  them,  to  present  which  they  pledgd.  their  word 
of  honor  that  none  of  the  bills  should  be  issued,  or  circulated  with- 
out his  consent  (which  has  never  been  given)  or  until  he  was  paid 
or  securd.  for  the  amt.  of  his  stock  ($15,500)  which  Had  been  con- 
tractd.  for  some  length  of  time  previous 

I  have  been  indued,  to  communicate  to  you  these  facts, 
to  place  you  on  your  guard  aginst  representations  which  may  carry 
on  their  face  a  semblance  of  fairness  to  which  they  are  not  intrinsi- 
cally entitled. —  I  am  very  Respectfully 

yours  &c 
A.  B.  Ragan 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl  M  B  Lamar  A  B  Ragan 

Houston  Columbus  Geo.  31  Agst 

Texas  1838 

about  Pigeon  Roost  Money 

No.  774 

1838  Aug.  2,  M.  B.  LAMAR  TO  A.  C.  HORTON 

Houston  2nd  August  1838 
Col.  A.  C.  Horton 

Some  short  time  since,  I  was  informed  by  Col.  Jno  A. Wharton 
that  Mr.  McKinney  should  have  said  that,  in  your  efforts  to  promote 
or  secure  my  election  you  made  a  promise  or  pledge  to  him  that  if 
he  would  withdraw  Col.  Grayson  &  support  my  pretentions  I  would 
aid  him  McKinney  in  the  consumation  of  the  Four  Hundred  League 
speculation  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  party — I  take  the  liberty  there- 
fore in  justice  to  myself  to  request  of  you  to  state  all,  if  any  things 
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that  I  may  have  ever  said  to  you  touching  this  matter.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  stated  the  question  in  the  precise  language  of 
Col.  Wharton  but  I  have  endeavored  to  do  it  in  substance.  The 
charge  as  I  understand  it  as  comming  from  Mr.  McKinney  is  that  I 
was  willing  to  purchase  my  election  by  a  compromise  with  the  afore- 
said speculations  and  that  I  had  selected  you  as  my  agent  to  carry 
on  the  negociation — concious  that  nothing  could  be  more  foreign  to 
my  nature  than  such  unprincipled  corruption,  I  must  beg  of  you  the 
favor  to  state  to  the  public  how  far  and  to  what  extent  the  imputa- 
tion they  cast  upon  me  may  be  true  or  false — 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  Obt  Servt. 

Mirabeau  B,  Lamar. 

No.  775 

1838  Aug,  2,  J.  K.  ALLEN  TO  A.  C.  HORTON,  [HOUSTON] 

Houston  August  2nd  1838 
To 

Col.  A.  C.  Horton 

Dear  Sir 

In  relation  to  the  remarks  made  by  you 
to  Mr.  McKinney  at  my  Brothers  House,  relative  to  Genl.  Lamar's 
sustaining  certain  land  claims — I  can  say  that  I  heard  you  say  to 
Mr.  JEcKinney  when  in  conversation  relative  to  Genl.  Lamar  &  Col. 
Grayson's  election  in  the  following  words,  ** McKinney  quit  it,  you 
will  be  badly  beaten,  and  you  will  want  these  Four  hundred  leagues 
sustained*'  I  looked  upon  the  remarks  made  by  you  as  a  matter  of 
jest,  relative  to  the  land  claims 

Respectfully  Yours 
Jno.  K.  Allen 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Col.  A  C  Horton  Jno  K  Aliens 's 

Present  Letter  of  Explanation 

2  August  1838 
No.  776 

1838  Aug.  2,  A.  C.  HORTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Houston  2nd  August  1838 
Gen  M.  B.  Lamar 

Your  communication  of  2nd  Insi  has  been  duly  received  and  its 
contents  noticed,  In  reply  to  the  enquiries  contained  therein,  I 
must  say  that  no  conversation  (either  directly  or  indirectly)  ever 
took  place  between  you  and  myself  on  the  question  involved  aU  the 
convergation  ever  hejd  between  Mr.  McKinney  and  myself  took 
place  at  Mr.  Aliens  house,  which  was  in  jest  on  my  part,  I  refer  you 
to  Mr.  Aliens  letter"*  as  a  proof  of  the  fact,  in  no  conversation  have 

••Na  775. 
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I  used  your  name  to  Mr  McKinney  in  relation  to  that  or  any  other 
speculation 

Very  respectfully  your 
Obiedient  Srvt 

A.  C.  Horton 
[rubric] 

[Endorsed] 

A.  C.  Horton 
2nd  Au^st  1838 

No.  777 

1838  A^g.  3  W.  H.  JACK  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Velasco,  3rd.  August  1838 
My  dear  Genl. 

A  few  days  since  there  was  a  meeting  holden  in  this  town  the 
object  of  which  was  to  withdraw  Mr.  Burnett  from  the  canvass  for 
the  vice  Presidency,  and  nominate  Col.  Bee  in  his  stead. 

I  opposed  this  measure  but  it  was  carried. — I  am  fearful  it  may 
have  some  unfavorable  influence  on  you  but  you  can  easily  counter- 
act it  should  it  be  deemed  necessary. 

I  am  not  often  sanguine  in  my  hopes  or  ardent  in  my  calculations 
but  am  not  often  mistaken  as  to  the  result  of  elections. — You  no 
doubt  recollect  my  prediction  last  winter  to  yourself  that  you  could 
get  more  votes  than  any  other  two  men.  I  repeat  again,  the  result 
will  prove  it.  Your  friends  are  active  and  your  triumph  will  be 
complete. 

I  think  however  that  some  of  your  friends  in  their  over  anxious  zeal 
are  likely  possibly  to  do  you  some  injury. — 

I  allude  to  your  Editorial  friends  whose  columns  are  filled  with 
abuse  against  Coin.  Grayson  of  a  character  bordering  on  scurrility— 
Between  you  and  G.  there  is  certainly  no  cause  of  diflSculty  and 
imprudent  friends  on  both  sides  may  produce  consequences  much  to 
be  regetted. 

The  result  of  the  election  will  soon  be  known  and  I  feel  confident 
you  will  double  your  opponents. 

Yours  truly 

Wm.  H.  Jack 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Velasco  Aug  8  J.  F.  Jack 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  Velasco  Ju[ly      ]  1838 

Houston  Aug  3. 

No.  778 

1838  Aug,  4,  H.  McLEOD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches  August  4th  1838 
Dear  General — 

I  have  been  but  a  few  days  out  a  sick  bed,  to  which  I  was 
confined  nearly  a  month  with  the  most  violent  fever  I  ever  had— I  am 
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now  convalescent  however — Genl  Rusk  had  me  carried  to  his  house, 
and  his  Lady  attended  with  a  mother's  kindness — I  feel  under  the 
highest  obligations  to  the  family — 

Did  you  receive  my  letter  from  San  Augustine?  I  suppose  you 
dont  intend  to  come  up— It  isn't  worth  while  indeed — Grayson  is 
done  up  I  think  by  his  ** dammed  good  natured  friends"— Burton 
arrived  here  about  a  week  since,  breathing  slaughter  against  Old 
Sam — The  Cherokees — Grayson — The  Civilian  and  all — and  indeed 
he  has  begun  to  put  it  in  print — 

Yesterday  a  row  occurred  in  the  streets,  and  the  President  drunk 
they  say  at  the  time  entered  it,  dealing  Billingsgate  most  lavishly 
npon  a  little  man,  whom  he  happened  to  underestimate,  for  the  little 
fellow  bucked  up,  and  in  reply  told  his  Excellency  some  of  the  most 
unwelcome  truths  he  has  heard  for  many  a  day  I  think — He  is  entirely 
unnoticed  here,  and  seems  to  feel  it — He  and  Jeflf  Wright  make  a  pair 
as  Gil  Bias  says — 

I  got  a  letter  from  John  the  other  day,  he  says  he  wrote  to  you  at 
the  same  time,  resuesting  you  to  keep  me  straight  &c— our  financial 
schemes  are  all  knocked  in  the  head — damm'em  cant  the  President 
of  a  Republic  and  the  Adjutant  Genl  get  credit  for  a  paltry  20,000? 
no  matter,  we'll  be  rich  some  day  without  their  aid — 

When  I  saw  the  first  account  of  the  loss  of  Pulaski,  the  fever  had 
only  been  broken  one  day  and  I  came  very  near  a  relapse. — But  the 
next  day  Moses  Patton  got  heve,  and  informed  of  the  escape  of  Rebecca 
&  Gaz,  with  the  oldest  son — I  could  not  feel  the  loss  of  Gaz'  family 
so  much,  for  I  was  scarcely  acquainted  with  them. — But  a  dreadful 
load  was  removed  from  my  mind  when  I  heard  of  the  safety  of 
Rebecca — as  soon  as  Gaz  got  ashore  he  wrote  to  John  a  very  penitent 
epistle — ^that  he  had  seen  the  error  of  his  ways  &c,  &  advising  John 
to  '*do  likewise^', — Salt  water  and  a  wreck  have  a  wonderful  effect 
John  says — 

You  have  probably  heard  of  his  Johns  marriage  with  Miss  Kenan — 

Nothing  new — 

Truly  your's 

H  McLeod 
[rubric] 

Major  Burton's  best  regards — His  warmest  anticipations  he  says 
in  regard  to  the  Election  are  more  than  realized,  from  Dan  to  Beer- 
sheba — The  Major  has  passed  thro'  Liberty,  Jefferson,  Jasper,  Sabine, 
San  Augustine,  and  arrived  here  about  25th  July — 

[  Addressed]  [Endorsed  ] 

Genl.  Mirabeau.  B.  Lamar  Col.  McLeod 

Vice  Presdt  Rep  of  Texas  Nacogdoches  4  Augst 

Houston  1838 

Texas  Financial  c&c 
Col  Johnston 
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No.  779 

1838  Aug.  4,  JAMES  WEBB,  KEY  WEST,  FLORIDA,  TO 

MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Sending  a  book  [Civil  Code  of  Louisia/na]  for  Roberts;  prepara- 
tions for  removal  to  Texas;  personal  and  family  news  and  messages. 
A.  L.  S.     2  p. 

No.  780 

1638  Aug.  5,  RICHARD  R.  BARKESON,  HOUSTON.  [TEXAS]!  TO 
MflRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Expressing  his  willingness  to  bind  himself  to  Lamar  on  condition 
of  his  buying  ** Agnes     .     .     .     and  child."    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  781 

1838  Aug,  10,  S.  HOUSTON  TO  BIG  MUSH 

My  Brother, 

I  was  sorry  that  I  did  not  see  you  in  Town.  My  Brother  Bowl  has 
no  doubt  sent  you  the  word  that  my  Nephew  John,  took  to  him  from 
me.  There  is  now  some  trouble  between  the  Mexicans,  and  the  Ameri- 
cans. I  wish  you  to  stand  by  the  Treaty  which  I  made  with  you,  & 
my  Red  Brothers.  I  will  never  lie  to  that  treaty  while  I  live,  and  it 
must  stand  as  long,  as  good  man  lives  and  water  runs.  *  I  will  build 
it  up;  and  all  men  shall  see  it. 

Listen  to  no  bad  talks,  and  if  you  [hav]e  trouble  let  me  know  it, 
and  [ou]r  Agent  is  your  friend  he  will  [tell]  me  all  the  truth- 
Send  [me]  word;  of  any  thing  that  you  [know].  My  ears  shall 
always  [be  open]  to' the  words,  of  my  red  [brothe]rs.  Tell  them  all 
that  I  [will  ne]ver  forget  to  remember  [my  Red]  Brothers.  Yr 
Brother 

Sam  Houston 
[rubric] 
Nacogdoch[es] 

10th  A[ugust  1838] 

[  Ad  dressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

To  Special 

Big  Mush  August  1838 

Mush's  Village  Texas 
[Mr.]  Geo.  May. 
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No.  782 

1838  Aug.  11,  S.  HOUSTON,  [NACOGDOCHES],  TO  COL.  BOWL, 
[CHEROKEE  NATION] 

My  Brother,  Tho  some  trouble  is  now  going  on  it  will  not  prevent  Mr. 
Vansickly  from  runing  the  line,  as  I,  ordered  him.  Mr  Wright  is 
sick  with  the  ague,  or  he  woud  have  been  with  you  again. 

Do  not  be  disturbed  by  the  troubles  which  are  around  you,  but 
be  at  peace — Remember  my  words,  and  listen  to  no  bad  talks  of  any 
one!    I  have  never  told  you  a  lie,  nor  do  I  intend  it. 

Tell  my  sister  and  the  children  not  to  be  disturbed — they  will  not 
be  harmed,  but  they  will  be  protected,  by  the  Americans  Tell  all  my 
red  brothers  to  remain  at  peace! 

Your  Brother 

Sam  Houston 
[rubric] 
11th.  Aug  1838     ) 
To  Col.  Bowl.       ) 

[Addressed] 
To 
Col.  Bowl, 

Cherokee  Chief 
Texas 

No.  783 

1838  Aug.  11.  BOWL,    [CHEROKEE  NATION.  TEXAS],  TO 
SAM  HOUSTON,   [NACOGDOCHES,  TEXAS] •^ 

Uneasiness  among  the  Cherokees  from  a  report  brought  by  two 
Biloxis  of  white  men's  trailing  them;  the  agent's  absence;  asking 
for  a  personal  visit  or  written  assurances.     Copy    2  p. 

No.  784 

1838  Aug.  11,  S.  HOUSTON  TO  G.  MAY 

Nacogdoches  T. 

12th  Aug  1838 
Dear  Sir. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  from  my  friend  Big  Mush.  Tell  hira 
we  will  soon  have  all  peace,  I  hope — So  soon  as  we  have  the  line 
will  be  run  and  they  will  be  satisfied.  I  ordered  it  to  be  done  nine 
days  ago,  but  this  fuss,  may  put  it  off  a  while.  Yet  before  the  leaves 
fall  it  shall  be  done  or  I  will  give  them  my  life  or  my  land,  for  I 
will  not  tell  them  a  lie.  Bring  down  Big  Mush  that  I  may  satisfy 
him  that  I  do  not  lie, — I  will  never  tell  a  Red  Brother  any  thing 

•^Printed  In  no.  785. 
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but  the  truth.     If  Big  Mush    does  not  wish   to    come    down,   don't 
insist  on  it,  and  if  he  does  come,  come  with  him  by  all  means. 

Tell  him  to  listen  to  my  words,  but  never  listen  to  the  words  of  bad 
men. 

Tell  all  my  red  brothers  to  hear  my  words,  and  remember  them 
forever.    Write  to  me  soon 

Your  friend 

Sam  Houston 
[rubric] 
Our  force  now  in  the 
field  is  600  and  at  least  500  on 
the  march  to  join  them 

H 
£  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed] 

To  Houstons  letter  about 

Mr  George  May  runing  the  line — 

near  Cherokee  Nation 
Texas 
Mr.  Bowman 

No.  785 

1838  Aug.  12,  S.  HOUSTON  TO  G.  MAY 

Nacogdoches  Texas 
12th.  Aug  1838 

My  Brother ! 

This  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  from  the  Bowl  written 
yesterday. 

**Genl.  Houston, 
Sir 
I  received  your  letter  a  few  days  ago,  but  my  people 
from  the  Bigest  to  the  least  have  a  little  dread  on  their  minds  and 
there  came  a  Boluxy  [Biloxi]  Indian  by  my  house,  and  stated  that 
he  seen  two  white  men  trailing  him,  and  it  alarmed  my  people.  This 
was  Mr  Bradshaw  (I  suppose)  and  Mr  Pool,  They  were  in  the  were 
[sic]  woods,  and  saw  the  trail  of  two  horses;  and  followed  them  in 
the  direction  the  Indians  went.  The  Indians  had  connexions  at  my 
village  and  were  coming  to  see  them.  And  they  say  they  have  heard 
whitemen,  threaten  to  kill  the  Indians,  and  they  were  afraid  of  the 
white  people.  The  agent  told  me  when  he  left  me  that  he  would  be 
back  in  three  days,  and  I  can^t  hear  of  him.  It  makes  me  imeasy. 
I  would  like  to  hear  from  you,  and  also  news  from  Nacogdoches. 

If  you  can't  conveniently  come  yourself,  you  will  please  send  me 
a  few  lines,  by  the  agent  or  some  safe  hand.    Your  most  obt  Friend 

Colonel  Bowl 
11th  Aug  1838 

Last  night  I  sent  him  an  express,  which  had  not  reached  when  this 
was  written.  Today  I  sent  him  one  by  the  agent,  and  Charles  Sims— 
You  can  see  what  the  Bowl  says,  and  no  doubt  the  same  Boluxus 
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went  on  to  Mushes,  and  gave  him,  or  his  people  a  scare,  and  for  that 
reason  he  is  removing  his  women,  and  children 

Today  I  sent  by  Johnson  a  letter,  and  papers  to  George  May. 
My  opinion  is  that  there  is  no  danger  in  Mushes  neigh  [bor]  hood, 
or  or  [sic]  I  would  not  say  so — If  the  people  return,  the  Indians  will 
bring  their  families  back  to  their  homes  in  happiness! 

Your  friend 

Sam  Houston 
[rubric] 

George  May,  and  one  man  go  back,  and  see  the  Mush  He  will  not 
harm  you  or  I  would  not  advise  it  He  is  scared !  We  have  a  1000 
men  under  arms  but  not  to  hurt  Indians — 

Houston 
12th  Aug  1838 

[Addressed] 
To 

Mr  George  May 
on  the  Road 
Texas 

.    No.  785a 

1838  Aug.  12,  S.  HOUSTON  TO  COL.  BOWL^V 


.Nacogdoches  Texas 

12th  Aug  1838 
My  Brother, 

Before  the  surveyor  could  get  time  to  run  the  line,  the  fuss 
began,  but  it  will  not  stop  on  that  account.  On  yesterday  I  told  him 
by  letter  to  go  on,  and  that  you  would  send  two  men  with  him.  One 
would  be  I  supposed  John  Bowl,  and  some  other,  with  the  interpreter ! 
I  wish  it  well  done,  that  it  may  stand  always.  And  that  our  children's 
children,  may  live  by  it  in  peace,  and  that  our  words  may  never  be 
forgotten  while  time  shall  last. 

The  words  of  good  men  should  never  be  forgotten.  The  Great 
Spirit  will  take  care  of  good  men,  and  will  not  forget  them.  Mr. 
Wright  is  better,  and  will  go  back  to  you !  He  is  your  friend,  or  I 
would  not  send  him!  I  have  given  an  order  that  no  families,  or 
children  of  Indians  shall  be  disturbed  or  have  trouble,  but  that  they 
shall  be  protected  and  even  the  Mexican  families,  and  property  shall 
not  be  troubled ! 

That  war  may  cease  every  where  is  my  wish,  and  that  the  cousel 
of  good  men  only,  may  be  listened  to — Tell  my  Sister,  the  children, 

•iThis  docunient  was  omitted  from  the  calendar. 
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and  all  my  red  brothers  to  sleep  in  peace — ^Write  to  me,  and  tell  me 
the  news  and  send  me  your  talk — Mr  Wright  will  give  a  paper  to  any 
one  to  bring  me  a  talk. 

Your  Brother 
To  Col.  Bowl  Sam  Houston 

Cherokee  Chief  [rubric] 

Texas 

[Addressed] 
To 

Colonel  Bowl 
Cherokee  Chief 
Cherokee  Nation 
Texas 
Mr.  Wright 

No.  786 

1838  Aug.  15,  S.  HOUSTON  TO  COL.  BOWL 

To  Col  Bowl— 

My  Brother 

Be  at  peace,  and  tell  my  red  brothers  to  do  so.  Tell  the  wome)) 
&  children  to  be  happy.  The  White  warriors  will  not  hurt  their 
friends. 

If  you  can ;  come  and  see  me.    Genl  Rusk  will  protect  you.    Look 
to  him  as  a  great  friend — You  have  talked  with  him  in  other  days. 

Your  Brother 

Sam  Houston 
[rubric] 
Nacogdoches  T. 

15th  Aug  1838— 

[Addressed] 
To 

Colo.  Bowl, 

Cherokee  Chief 
Texas 
care  of  Genl  Rusk 

No.  787 

1838  Aug,  15,  M.  B.  LAMAR  TO  —  GRIFFITH,  [HOUSTON?] 

Houston  15th  August  1838. 
To 

Mr.  Griffith 

Dear  Sir 

The  Five  hundred  Acres  of  Land  which  I  am  to  let 
you  have,  not  distant  from  Copano,  in  payment  of  the  Stallion  Selim 
purchased  of  you  has  been  located  by  the  county  surveyor  of  Refugio 
(Rueben  Roberts)  who  has  the  papers  in  his  possession,  so  that  I  can- 
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not  at  this  time  make  you  a  formal  deed,  because  I  do  not  know  the 
precise  locality  of  it ;  but  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  occurs  for  so  doing, 
I  will  execute  the  necessary  titles  for  the  same  in  due  form  of  law ; 
In  the  mean  time  I  write  this  letter  to  you,  to  let  you  know  that  the 
said  five  hundred  acres,  designed  for  you,  are  a  part  of  Mr.  James' 
Barnwell's  Headright,  located  as  well  as  I  am  informed  fronting 
partly  on  the  bay  and  partly  on  a  creek  or  bayou.  The  part  lying 
on  the  bay  or  Gulf,  I  expect  to  retain,  and  your  five  hundred  acre:3 
will  have  to  be  taken  off  the  upper  edge  of  said  tract — There  may  be 
a  possibility  that  said  Headright  has  been  laid  on  lands  previously 
occupied  or  claimed  by  others,  and  in  that  event  it  will  have  to  be 
re-located  in  some  other  place,  in  which  case  you  will  still  be  entitled 
to  five  hundred  acres,  wherever  it  may  be  finally  located.  I  have  no 
reasons  whatever  to  believe  that  it  is  not  now  on  public  lands,  but 
I  mention  this  only  to  guard  against  future  contingencies — 

I  cannot  say  how  soon  I  shall  be  able  to  obtain  the  papers  from 
the  Surveyor  but  shall  embrace  the  first  opportunity,  and  as  early 
thereafter,  make  you  the  proper  deed — 

If  you  should  wish  to  dispose  of  said  claim,  I  bind  myself  to  make 
titles  under  your  directions  to  whomsoever  you  may  sell  it. 

Your  friend  and 
obt.  servt 
Mirabeau  B.  Lamar. 

[Endorsed] 
Efenl  Lamar's 
Letter  to  Mr. 
Griffith  respect- 
ing sale  of  Lands 
15th  Augst.  1838 

No.  788 

1838  Aug.  16,  S.  H.  EVERITT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches  Aug  16th  1838 

My  Dr  General 

(Confidential) 
in  conformity  with  my  former  intention  I  visited  this  place 
to  see  how  the  wind  Blew,  on  my  arrival  here  I  was  astounded  with 
the  news  of  the  Death  of  Grayson,  and  that  by  his  own  hand — from 
what  I  can  learn  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  consiencious  feeling  that 
he  would  be  Eternally  &  disgracefully  beaten  has  been  the  Cause  of 
of  [sic]  this  sudden  termination  of  his  Career — poor  Human  nature ! 
Who  would  have  Thought  it ! 

his  demise  has  settled  the  Question  beyond  a  doubt,  he  would  have 
made  a  miserable  Run  if  he  had  Lived. 

They  are  out  against  Horton  in  the  Bitterest  possible  style,  he 
will  run  well  however,  he  will  get  a  large  vote  in  my  District.  Jasper 
&  Jefferson  will  send  man  favorably  disposed  towards  you  &  who 
will  support  your  measures — 

Houston  and  Rusk  have  had  some  misunderstanding  as  I  learn 
from  some  of  the  soldiers — ^they  dislike  each  other,  and  the  volunteers 
dislike  both — They  will  die  politically,     a  natural  Death — ^pei^e 
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Your  particular  friend  (in  my  opinion)  they  will  both  pretend  to  be 
so.  Houston  was  undoubtedly  in  favor  of  Grayson,  he  will  now  be 
warmly  in  favor  of  you 

We  have  had  a  Regular  Kick  up  among  the  Mexicans,  they  de- 
clareing  in  favor  of  the  Constitution  of  24 — ^the  thing  is  over — and 
I  think  better  of  Texas  than  Ever.  She  is  safe  beyond  a  Doubt— 
1000  men  were  got  together  in  about  4  days  are  eager  for  fight  you 
Will  Have  the  power  of  carrying  any  measure  You  may  desire  in 
congress  if  I  may  Judge  from  the  complexion  of  the  Candidates  here. 
The  people  Look  with  confidence  to  the  time  when  you  shall  take  the 
Chair — Satisfied  that  You  will  correct  all  Evils  &  abuses — 

May  God  Prosper  You  in  all  things 

Devotedly  Your  friend 
S.  H.  Everitt 
[rubric] 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Honl.  M.  B.  Lamar  S.  H.  Everitt 

Houston  Nacogdoches  16  Augst 

Texas  1838 

No.  789 

1838  Aug.  16,  G.  BORDEN  JR.  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Port  of  Galveston  16  Aug.  1838. 
Hon.  M.  B.  Lamar 
Vice  President, 
Sir,— 

Since  writing  the  enclosed  letter,*^  I  understand,  my 
brother  John  is  absent  from  Houston.  And  feeling  anxious  that  the 
subject  should  come  before  the  proper  authorities  without  delay,  I 
take  the  liberty,  as  his  Excly.  the  president  is  absent,  to  enclose  the 
letter  to  you.  Please  hand  it  to  brother  John  when  he  returns,  but 
in  the  mean  time  make  such  use  of  it,  as  your  better  judgement  may 
dictate. 

The  project  of  lots  being  laid  off  on  Pelican  Shoal,  has  not  been 
promtcd  by  views  hostile  to  the  interest  of  Galveston  town  Company; 
for  I  am  well  assured  that  the  present  site  of  the  city  is  far  the  most 
eligible  of  any  that  can  be  found;  and  you  will  see  by  the  rough 
plat  accompaning  that  the  shoal  lots  are  so  contiguous  that  it  will 
be  one  and  the  same  place.  But  ray  only  object  in  this  communica- 
tion is  to  apprise  the  government  of  the  advantage  in  holding  posses- 
sion of  the  premises 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Excly 's 

Most  Obt  Servt. 
G.  Borden,  Jr. 


[rubric] 


[Endorsed] 
T  Borden  Jr 

Galveston  16  Augst  1838 
Respecting  Town  lots  &C 
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No.  790 

1838  Aug.  17,  J.  M.  HENRIE  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacofirdoches  Texas 
17th— August  1838 
Dear  General 

Our  portion  of  the  country  has  been  in  a  State  of  Con- 
fusion for  the  last  10  or  15  days.  The  Mexicans  which  had  united  and 
placed  themselves  in  a  warlike  atitude  and  had  declared  to  shed  the 
last  drop  of  their  Blood  in  'the  defence  of  the  rites  of  the  country 
to  which  they  belong  &  that  they  do  not  nor  never  did  acknowledge 
the  present  laws,  has  dispersed  before  our  army  in  parties  from  two 
to  Twelve  earch  party  taken  a  different  direction.  Some  suppose 
their  intention  to  consentrate  at  some  other  point  but  the  prevailing 
opinion  is  that  they  have  dispersed  for  good  though  proper  means 
will  be  taken  to  asertain  the  truth. 

The  number  of  the  enemy  was  supposed  to  be  about  200  including 
some  Indians  Genl  Rusk  is  at  the  head  of  700  men  &  there  is  300  in 
this  place  makeing  in  all  under  arms  1,000  men.  Genl  Rusk  in  his 
last  cotnmunication  to  the  President  said  he  intends  taken  one  half 
of  the  Army  and  following  the  Enemy  &  the  other  half  he  will  order 
back  to  this  point  what  the  next  movement  will  be  I  know  not 

Colo  Horten  is  now  in  the  army  he  will  get  a  large  majority  of 
votes  in  the  Red  Lands  I  suppose  and  I  am  hapy  to  say  you  are  the 
unanimous  choise  of  the  people  as  candidate  to  the  Presidency.  Any 
information  you  might  wish  from  this  portion  of  the  republic  will 
give  me  much  pleasure  in  promulgating  it  to  you. 

You  will  please  accept  the  assurance  of  the  high  regard  and  esteem 
of  your  sincere  friend 

John  M  Henrie 
[rubric] 

PS 

Since  I  have  written  the  above  number  of  the  Mexicans  have 
come  in  &  informs  us  that  they  all  have  absconded  and  went  to  their 
homes  except  Vicente  Cordova  with  a  small  party  whose  direction  is 
not  known  but  suppose  he  intends  to  go  to  Matamoras  which  is  most 
likely  the  President  has  given  liberty  to  all  those  who  have  come 
in  to  return  to  their  homes  without  molestation 

Your  friend 

J  M  Henrie 
[rubric] 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

TO  J  M  Henrie 

General  Nacodgs— 17  Augst  1838 

M  B  Lamar  Political 

V.  President  of  Texas 
Houston 
T— 
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No.  791 

1838  Atig,  18,  W[ILLIA]M  LOVE  TO  M[IRABEAU] 
B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Requesting  a  loan.    1  p. 

No.  792 

1838  Aug.  18,  S.  HOUSTON.     GENERAL  ORDER 

General  Order. 

The  brave  men  who  have  so  promptly  rallied  to  their  coun- 
trys  defence,  it  is  hoped,  will  soon  be  discharged,  and  return  to 
their  homes.  They  have  done  all  that  it  was  possible  for  them  to 
achieve  under  the  circumstances!  The  enemy  are  now  dispersed, 
but  not  without  some  expectation,  that  they  may  again  unite  at  some 
point,  so  as  to  annoy  a  portion  of  our  population. 

The  Troops  in  falling  back,  or  returning,  will  treat  the  Indians, 
and  their  property,  as  its  guardians;  preventing,  all  injury  to  every 
species  of  property. 

This  especial  request  is  made  of  the  Gallant  oflBcers,  and  men  by 
the  President,  of  the  Republic  with  a  confident  hope  that  his  old 
companions  in  arms  will  not  disregard,  his  solemn  request.  I  sidute 
the  army. 

Sam  Houston 
[rubric] 


Nacogdoches  Texas    ) 
18th  Aug  1838  ) 


No.  793 


1838  Aug.  20,  HARDY  P.  HUIVIPHREY,  MILLED GEVHjLE, 

GEORGIA,  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Requesting  information  about  Texas,  about  his  son-in-law,  Dr. 
Winding,  Green  B.  Buchanan,  of  Ward's  company,  and  Richard  0. 
Davidson,  a  fraudulent  collector.    A.  L.  S.    3  p. 

No.  794 

1838  Aug.    [20],  G[UY]   M[ORRISON]   BRYAN,  KENYON  COL- 
LEGE, GAMBIER,  OHIO,  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONA- 
PARTE]   LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

His  own  and  Gen.  Austin's  regard  for  Lamar;  a  request  for 
Lamar's  inaugural  address,  his  address  on  resuming  his  seat  after 
returning  from  the  United  States,  his  autograph,  and  **some  speeches 
made  by  our  smartest  men  in  Congress."    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
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No.  795 

1838  Aug,  21,  W[ILLIA]M  GREEN,  COLUMBUS,  GEORGIA,  TO 
MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Inquiring  his  terms  for  sale  of  **the  old  arsenal/'    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  796 

1838  Aug,  22,  R[ICIIARD]  R.  ROYALL,  CANEY  CREEK, 

[TEXAS],  TO  MflRABEAU]  B[UONAP ARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Applying  for  a  government  position  in  Lamar's  administration; 
personal  plans;  congressional  probabilities  in  **this  county  and  dis- 
trict''; his  own  reason  for  not  running  for  the  Senate.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  797 

1838  Aug,  24,  T.  J.  RUSK  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches 

24th  August  1838 
Dear  Genl 

I  have  received  your  letter  by  Col.  Bee  for  which  please  accept 
my  thanks  you  must  excuse  me  for  not  having  written  you  before 
but  recent  events  have  crowded  on  me  so  fast  that  I  have  had  very 
little  time  I  will  in  a  few  days  give  you  a  full  account  of  the  recent 
rebellion  here  it  was  a  deep  and  well  laid  scheme  to  involve  the 
country  in  a  general  Indian  war  I  have  had  great  difficulty  in  pre- 
venting it  His  Excellency  has  acted  strangely  indeed  had  I  been 
governed  by  his  peremtory  order  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that 
an  Indian  war  would  have  been  now  raging  here  but  a  timely  dem- 
onstration of  force  by  marching  Six  hundred  horsemen  through 
their  Country  excited  strongly  that  which  can  only  be  depended 
upon  in  Indians  their  fear 

Col  A  C  Ilorton  is  here  electioneering  how  the  vote  will  stand 
between  the  three  in  this  Section  is  uncertain  as  none  of  them  are 
popular  The  President  has  left  here  and  is  now  at  San  Augustin 
Excuse  the  brevity  of  my  letter  as  I  have  so  much  bussiness  on  hand 
that  I  have  very  little  time 

I  am  Truly  Your  friend 

Tho  J  Rusk 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 
Gen  Mirabeau  B  Lamar  Genl  Rusk 

Houston  Nacogdoches 

Texas  28th  August  1838 

Col  Bee 
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No.  798 

1838  Aug.  24,  G.  WHEELWRIGHT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

]\Iatagorda  Aug.  24th  1838. 
To/ 

Gen.  M.  B.  Lamar  ) 

Dr  Sir, 

Anticipating  without  a  doubt  your  elec- 
tion to  the  Presidency  and  believeing  you  will  make  radical  changes 
in  many  abuses  which  it  has  been  the  misfortune  of  the  Country  to 
labour  under  during  the  present  administration  and  reinstate  merito- 
rious and  injured  officers  to  their  former  rank,  where  it  evidently  is 
the  wish  of  the  people  and  of  subordinate  officers  in  the  particular 
department.  I  have  for  several  months  past  taken  pains  to  ascer- 
tain the  sentiments  of  the  community,  and  more  especially  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy,  as  well  as  the  crews  of  the  Invincible  and 
Brutus  in  relation  to  the  late  Secretafry]  of  the  Navy  the  Hon.  S. 
Rhoads  Fisher.  I  scarcely  find  a  dissenting  voice  wherever  I  have 
been,  as  regards  the  unjust  treatment  sustained  by  that  gentlemen 
and  his  qualifications  to  fill  with  credit  to  his  country  and  the  partic- 
ular advantage  to  the  service  the  same  station  he  formerly  occupied. 
I  have  only  to  observe  that  should  your  views  of  that  gentleman 
coincide  with  mine,  it  would  give  all  the  officers  of  the  Navy  great 
pleasure  to  recognise  him  as  the  head  of  that  department  under  your 
administration 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Yr  Obt.  Svt. 

Geo.  Wheelwright. 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed] 

Gen.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar —  .     Geo  Wheelwright 

City  of  Houston  Nacogd.  24  Augst  1838 

Texas  Political. 

No.  799 

1838  Aug,  25,  L  W.  BURTON.   [NACOGDOCHES],  TO  M.  B. 

LAMAR 

25th  August  1838. 
Dr.  Genl. 

I  avail  my  self  of  the  return  of  Col.  Bee  to  express  to  you  my  con- 
tinued good  wishes — ^Being  well  myself  I  only  hope  that  you  may 
yourself  be  equally  fortunate  in  escaping  disease. 

Politically  your  Prospects  are  as  I  have  ever  told  you — nor  has 
the  decease  of  Col  Grayson  altered  100  votes — 

For  the  Vice  Presidency  the  contest  here  is  between  Rowe  &  Bur- 
nett. I  think  that  the  former  will  beate  in  eastern  Texas  Col. 
Hortens  support  will  be  very  weak — He  is  now  quite  sick  in  this 
town. 

The  Rebellion  of  the  Mexicans  and  their  attempt  to  let  loose  the 
Indians  on  this  frontier  has  created  a  very  great  excitement  among 
us — It  is  now  over  and  we  are  daily  catching  the  poor  devils  and  I 
suppose  we  shall  have  a  fine  hanging  frolick  shortly —    We  had 
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1000  men  in  the  field  in  six  days  notice  and  traversed  the  Cherokee 
Country  with  700  mounted  men — Genls.  Rusk  &  Douglass  in  com- 
mand. 

The  President  lost  ground  (if  such  a  thing  was  possible)  by  his 
conduct  on  the  occasion.  I  am  of  opinion  that  Rusk  did  himself 
honor  by  his  conduct  in  the  affair  though  a  temporary  feeling  of 
dissatisfaction  exists  among  those  who  were  anxious  for  battle  at  any 
risk  to  the  peace  of  the  Country 

McLeod  is  a  most  able  officer.  Rowe  and  Horton  were  both  pres- 
ent in  the  campaign  or  Excursion  but  the  latter  lost  the  expected 
fruits  of  his  patriotism  by  the  display  of  Circulars  that  was  made 
about  that  time  Most  persons  concluded  that  it  was  sham  or  in 
other  words  that  his  object  was  votes  instead  of  bullets, 

I  have  sold  my  press  to  Parker  of  San  Augustine — Politicks  the 
same — So  that  you  will  make  no  alteration  in  your  estimation  of 
course  of  the  Paper. 

I  have  not  written  to  you  because  I  found  nothing  to  tell  you  of, 
that  differed  from  what  I  had  previously  told  you —  I  passed  from 
Houston  through  Liberty,  Jefferson,  Jasper,  Sabine,  &  San  Augus- 
tine and  found  but  one  feeling  pervading  every  bosom  nor  has  it 
altered —  Day  after  tomorrow  I  start  east  &  south  on  business  of  my 
own  but  shall  keep  an  eye  on  all  I  see 

I  hear  by  the  papers  of  the  arrival  of  your  family — accept  of  my 
congratulations  on  the  occasion. 

Present  my  regards  to  our  friends 
Your  friend 

I.  W.  Burton 
Genl.  ^I.  B.  Lamar 
Oakland,  Houston 

[Addressed!  [Endorsed] 

(Courtesy  of  I  W  Burton 

(         Col.  B.  E.  Bee)  25  Augst  /38 


Private. 


To  Grenl  Mirabeau  B  Lamar 

Oakland  near  City  of  Houston 

No.  800 

1838  Aug,  26,  II.  McLEOD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 


Nacogdoches  Aug.  26th  1838. 
Dear  Genl. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  return  of  Col  Bee,  to  give  you  a  sketch  of  the 
late  rebellion  of  the  Mexicans  here —  A  full  detail  is  in  the  hands  of 
ColBee— 

Their  designs  are  no  longer  questionable —  But  for  the  accidental 
explosion  of  the  plot  before  it  was  matured.  Every  tribe  of  Indians 
in  Eastern  Texas,  would  have  been  Engaged  in  it  —  And  had  they 
not  been  alarmed  by  the  sudden  appearance  of  Genl.  Rusk  Among 
them,  with  upwards  of  700  Men,  I  believe  they  would  have  joined 
as  it  was^ — 
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General  Rusks  movements  prevented  I  have  no  doubt  a  general 
Indian  war —  He  is  entitled  to  the  highest  credit,  for  withstandinji: 
the  constant  Solicitations  of  his  men  to  pursue  the  Mexicans  into 
the  heart  of  the  Indian  settlements  and  attack  them,  when  by  doing 
So  the  whole  train  would  have  been  fired,  and  years  of  the  most 
desolating  Sort  of  warfare  ensued — 

—  As  it  is,  the  Mexicans  are  dispersed,  and  captures  are  made 
every  hour —  The  indians  are  intimidated,  and  all  faith  they  may 
have  had  in  the  Mexicans  lost. — 

The  Jail  &  a  guard  house  in  Town  are  crowded  with  prisoners- 
Several  of  them  important — None  of  the  mainsprings  of  the  affair, 
however  are  yet  taken — 

Our  Militia  you  are  aware  have  never  been  Commissioned  by  the 
President,  a  Court  Martial  therefore  cannot  be  legally  organized  for 
the  trial  of  the  prisoners —  To  wait  for  the  tedious  pocess  of  the  civil 
authorities,  will  destroy  nearly  the  whole  eiTect — Example,  to  be 
powerful.  Should  be  prompt — 

The  President  was  in  Town  during  the  difficulties;  I  was  left  in 
command  of  the  Town  by  Genl.  Rusk,  and  had  a  most  disagreeable 
duty  to  perform  I  assure  you —  But  the  President  &  myself  never 
did  or  could  agree  well — 

He  cramped  Genl.  Rusk  in  every  way,  with  his  orders,  written 
here,  where  we  could  not  judge  what  was  the  true  state  of  affairs 
at  Hd.  Qrs.— 

A  letter  to  Genl.  Houston  from  Col  Hocyley,  was  received  two 
days  Since,  It  was  in  an  official  envelope  from  the  War  Dept,  and 
(in  the  absence  of  Genl.  H  at  San  Augustine)  it  was  opened  by  Genl 
Rusk —  It  began  officially  but  ended  personally —  The  Colonel  States 
in  it,  that  Moore  of  the  Telegraph  has  become  '^ disgusted"  &  was  on 
the  point  of  deserting  you,  when  the  news  of  Col  Grayson's  death 
arrived — 

I  saw  your's  to  the  Genl.  (Rusk)  — No  plans  of  the  ** party*'  can 
affect  you  here — You  may  rely  on  that —  Horton  is  here  &  I  think 
rather  down  in  the  mouth.    He  &  his  family  are  Sick — 

I'll  stay  here  *till  the  Election  is  over —  They  will  let  me  vote 
here  as  my  office  makes  me,  they  agree  a  citizen  of  the  Republic  at 
large — 

Thruston  I  see  is  appointed  Atty  Genl — Hurrah  for  the  loaves  & 
fishes — 

The  General  writes,  by  Col  Bee — 

Please  present  my  respects  to  the  "Grove*' 

Your  friend 

H  McLeod 

[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Private  Majr  McLeod 

General  M.  B.  Lamar  Nacogdoches  20th  Agst  38 

V.  P.  Rep  of  Texas 
Houston 
Texas 
Favd  by  ) 
Col   Bee  ) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  op  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  211 

No.  801 

1838  Aug.  28,  T.  J.  RUSK  TO  COL.  BOWL,  [CHEROKEE  NATION] 

Nacogdoches 
28th  Aug  1838 
To  Colonel  Bowles 

Sir  I  send  up  Charles  Sims  to  you  with  this  communication  Genl 
Houston  has  gone  down  to  San  Augustine  where  he  will  remain  for 
some  days 

I  desire  you  would  send  your  talk  to  the  Shawnees  and  Kickapoos 
Delawares  Cushatteess  &  all  friendly  Tribes  The  Mexicans  will  try 
to  make  them  discontented  and  it  is  against  the  intrests  of  the 
Americans  and  also  their  Red  Bretheren  the  Indians  to  have  any 
misunderstandings  the  Mexicans  will  attempt  to  induce  the  Caddoes 
lonies  &  Kitzies  to  do  mischief  to  our  people  we  do  not  want  any 
quarrel  with  any  Indians  and  will  not  disturb  them  unless  they  do 
us  injury 

I  do  not  want  you  to  let  the  Hostile  Indians  come  into  your  Coun- 
try but  give  us  information  when  they  come  and  we  will  drive  them 
away 

Your  Brother 
Tho  J  Rusk 

Maj  Gen  T  M 

[Addressed] 

To  Col  Bowles 
At  Home 
Chas  Sims 

No.  802 

1838  Aug,  25,  ANSELM  BUGO,  COOSAWD A,  AUTAUGA  COUNTY, 

ALABAMA,  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,   [TEXAS] 

Requesting  an  advance  of  money  to  his  son,  and  advice  regarding 
his  own  plan  to  bring  a  shipment  of  lumber  to  Texas  and  invest  the 
proceeds  in  land;  pressure  in  the  money  market;  flights  to  Texas. 
A.  L.S.    2  p. 

No.  803 

1838,  Aug,  29,  GEO[RGE]  W.  DUNHAM,  ATHENS,  GEORGIA, 
TO  MIRABEAU  [BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  the  validity  of  land  scrip  purchased  of  Col. 
Coteburn,  issued  by  the  Colorado  and  Red  River  Land  Company  and 
by  the  Rio  Grande  and  Texas  Land  Company,  to  be  located  in  the 
Beale's  river  Grant  and  in  the  Woodbury  Grant.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 
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No.  804 

^838  Aug.,   [MIR ABE AU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR],  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Address  on  republican  simplicity  and  national  virtue.    A.    Df.  3  p. 

No.  805 

1838,  Sept.  4,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Savannah  Sept  4t.  1838 
Dear  Sir 

I  wrote  the  enclosed  sheets®^  on  my  passage  from  New  York  to  this 
port. —  I  had  hoped  I  should  have  had  time  to  have  fairly  trans- 
cribed them,  but  am  compelled  to  send  them  off  without  revision.— 
The  transcript  for  a  supplemental  act  to  your  Loan  act  of  the  16t. 
May  1838.  I  drew  in  great  haste — If  you  concur  with  me  in  its  exped- 
iency you  will  have  to  place  it  in  the  enacting  form  &  phraseology.— 
As  I  have  been  compelled  to  write  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
respecting  the  purchase  of  the  Boat,  I  have  also  transmitted  him  a 
copy  of  the  transcript — which  I  considered  respectful  to  the  exist- 
ing Govt. — By  setting  aside  specific  funds  for  the  redemption  of 
your  Loan  it  will  certainly  wear  the  aspect  of  a  settled  determina- 
tion to  provide  for  its  redemption. — And  in  so  new  a  Government  as 
yours  the  creation  at  once  of  a  sinking  fund,  will  show  a  regard  for 
the  obligation  of  contracts,  and  a  knowledge  of  financial  securities 
which  will  strengthen  your  public  credit  vastly  abroad. — 

I  think  with  all  these  means  and  appliances,  your  Loan  may  be 
effected,  and  at  about  one  half  the  Cost  in  the  United  States  the 
munitions  and  material  of  War  may  be  purchased  for  you  in  Europe 
next  Summer  (if  Mexico  does  not  in  the  mean  time  come  to  terms) 
to  enable  you  early  the  ensuing  Autumn  to  take  the  field  in  great 
strength. — 

Should  I  go  to  England  I  wish  you  to  bear  in  Mind  that  I  desire  no 
piiblic  official  diplomatic  appointment.  A  Letter  to  the  Ministers 
of  Foreign  Affairs  in  England  &  France  that  I  have  your  con- 
fidence and  am  in  possession  of  your  vieurs  yfill  be  suflScient— 
Your  views  on  all  points  I  will  possess  myself  of  when  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  Texas. — Should  my  friend  Genl.  Hen- 
derson continue  your  Minister  abroad  I  am  sure  that  my  earnest 
concurrence  with  him  in  the  great  object  of  his  Mission  will  be 
entirely  satisfactory  &  agreeable  to  him  My  agency  however  had  bet- 
ter be  secret  &  confidential — I  am  sure  in  any  objects  we  may  pro- 
pose effecting  that  I  can  procure  the  earnest  &  zealous  cooperation 
of  my  friends  Mr.  Stevenson  at  London  &  Genl  Cass  at  Paris.— 
— I  hope  in  a  day  or  two  to  see  your  Cousin  Mr.  G.  B.  Lamar  who 
is  expected  from  Augusta.  As  we  are  now  drawn  together  by  the 
sympathy  of  common  affliction  I  hope  &  confidently  believe  that  I 
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shall  induce  him  to  join  me  in  my  visit  to  Texas  in  January. — The 
change  of  scene  cannot  fail  to  benefit  his  spirits. — 
—I  trust  Dear  Sir  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  be  my 
apology  at  once  for  writing  you  so  much  at  length,  &  requesting  your 
attentive  deliberation  on  the  suggestions  I  have  ventured  with  every, 
respect  &  deference  to  make. —  I  remain  with  great 

— consideration  &  esteem — 
very  respectfully 
Genl.  Lamar  — ^Your  obt  Servt 

Presi  elect  of  J.  Hamilton 

the  Republic  of  [rubric] 

Texas. 

P.  S.  May  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  transmit  by  a  safe  &  careful 
hand  the  enclosed  Letter  to  my  friend  Bee  as  it  relates  to  matters  of 
great  interest  to  his  family  &  I  am  not  acquainted  with  his  direction. 
PS.  For  fear  of  making  this  too  large  a  package  I  have  not  en- 
closed my  Letter  to  Col  Bee  but  addressed  it  to  your  care.  As  it 
relates  to  much  important  business  respecting  his  family,  I  will 
thank  you  should  he  not  be  at  Houston  only  to  entrust  it  to  an 
careful  hand. 

[Addressed] 

General  Mirabeau.  B.  Lamar 
Presd  elect  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas 
Houston 
— Texas. — 

[Endorsed]  Hamilton 

Forwarded  by  Savannah 

William  Bryan  Sep  & 

56  Common  Street  Octo 

New  Orleans. 

No.  806 

{1838  before  Sept,  4,  J.  HAMILTON,  SAVANNAH,  GEORGIA]. 

DRAFT  FOR  AN  ACT  SUPPLEMENTAL  TO  THE  LOAN 

ACT  OF  MAY  16,  1838«* 


— Ist —  To  authorize  the  Commissioners  to  stipulate  to  receive  from 
any  private  Contractors  for  the  Loans  or  any  part  thereof  the  notes 
of  any  particular  Bank  which  are  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the 
public  dues  &  that  the  notes  of  such  a  Bank  shall  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  same. — 
-2dly— 
That  any  Bank  that  takes  the  Loan  the  Executive  will  guarantee 

•*Cf.  no.  862. 
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a  recommendation  to  Congrre^s  that  they  shall  have  an  agency  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  ten  years  in  the  country  to  purchase  exchange 
&  discount  promissory  notes  &  to  employ  a  Capital  equal  to  the  amt 
they  may  take  of  the  Loan,  provided  the  purchases  of  exchange  & 
discounts  are  paid  out  in  their  own  Notes. 

— 5thly —  That  the  President  issue  a  commission  to  the  Commissioners 
to  issue  the  Bonds  in  the  name  of  the  Republic  &  if  need  be  to  sign 
his  Name  to  the  Same  to  any  sum  npt  exceeding  Five  Millions  of 
Dollars. — 

— 6t. —  That  if  the  Commissioners  should  find  in  lieu  of  selling  the 
Bonds  that  a  first  rate  Bank  or  a  combination  of  Banks  should  be 
disposed  to  guarantee  or  endorse  the  Bonds  they  be  allowed  to  stipu- 
late that  all  over  par  they  sell  shall  belong  to  the  said  Bank  or  Banks 
subject  however  to  a  revocation  by  the  commissioners  of  such  a  sum 
as  shall  pay  all  the  cost  &  charges  of  the  Negociation  in  the  U.  S. 
&  Europe.  Bonus  premiums  brokerage  &  commissions  so  that  the 
Republic  may  receive  on  the  IT.  S.  par  for  the  Bonds. — That  what- 
ever Bank  or  Banks  of  the  United  States  that  takes  the  Loan  or 
makes  the  negociation  shall  have  power  to  drawn  for  the  amt  of  the 
subs  of  the  Bonds  in  Europe 
5 —  That  Mr  Holford  be  paid  out  of  the  1st  Series  of  the  Bonds.*' 

No.  807 

1838  Sept.  5,  M.  HUNT,  [HOUSTON],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

confidential  Mrs  Smith's  Sepr.  5th  1838 

My  Dear  General, 

Since  our  conversation  yesterday  on  the  appointment  of  your 
Cabinet  I  have  thought  of  several  gentlemen,  among  whom,  perhaps, 
you  can  make  one  selection,  or  more,  for  the  purpose^  They  are, 
Genl.  Chambers,  Oenl.  Dunlap,  Colo.  Bee,  Gen.  Johnson,  Colo.  John 
Wharton,  Colo.  Love,  Mr.  T.  I.  Jones,  (from  the  representations 
which  have  been  made  to  me  of  the  two  latter).  Dr.  Smith;  and  Genl. 
Mcintosh,  (now  Sec:  of  legation  to  Great  Britain).  The  latter  gen- 
tleman would,  perhops,  be  as  capable  a  Sec :  of  the  Treas^ury,  as  any 
man  in  Texas,  and  I  know  that  he  can  be  depended  upon  to  the  fullest 
extent  as  a  gentleman  in  this  or  any  other  ofl8ce. 

I  am  unaware  of  your  private  relations  with  most  of  these  gentle- 
men, and  should  I  have  mentioned  one,  or  more,  with  whom  they  are 
not  of  a  friendly  character,  please  excuse  me. 
In  haste  Your  friend 

Memucan  Hunt 
To  Gen :  M.  B.  Lamar 

P.  S. 

I  should  be  glad  to  meet  at  letter  from  you  at  Nacogdoches  when 

"F^arh  of  these  provisions  Is  endorsed  In  the  margin  "Passed."  The  articles 
of  this  supplement  are  numbered  In  an  apparently  senseless  fashion;  a  com- 
parison with  the  original  act  (Gammel,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of  Texas,  I,  1484) 
does  not  show  any  definite  relation  between  the  two  sets  of  numbers. 
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I  reach  there  about  four  weeks  hence,  or  at  Vicksburg  from  that  time 
up  to  the  20  of  Novr. 

M.  H. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 
Gen:  M.  B.  Lamar  M.  HHmt 

Oak  Grove  Mrs.  Smiths  5  Sept  1838 
near  Houston  Confidential 

Texas 

No.  808 

1838  Sept.  [5],  M.  HUNT  TO  M.  B.  LA^VIAR 

Houston  Sepr.   1838 
My  Dear  (Jenl. 

I  have  just  ascertained,  without  doubt,  that  Gen.  Houston  will 
make  efforts  to  cause  a  re-orginization  of  the  Army  during  his  ad- 
ministration ;  and  attempt  will  likewise  be  made,  through  his  friends, 
to  procure  for  him  the  appointment  of  commander  in  chief  by  joint 
resolutions  of  both  houses  of  Congress;  if  that  fails,  Colo  Hockley  will 
be  nominated  for  the  command,  provided  this  army,  is  re-organized. 
I  have  spoken  more  minutely  on  this  subject  to  Mr.  T.  I.  Jones,  who 
I  have  desired  to  communicate  with  you  in  detail.  Dr.  Smith  is  your 
zealous  friend,  and  although  I  know  he  is  on  friendly  terms  with 
the  President,  and  would  not  abuse  the  confidince  of  any  man,  yet  I 
think  if  you  will  inquire  of  him,  he  can  communicate  more  facts  in 
connection  with  matters  now  secretly  going  on  to  thwart  your  ad- 
ministration than,  perhaps,  any  one  else  in  Texas. 

I  shall  perhaps  not  write  to  you  again  until  I  reach  the  U.  S.  I 
will,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  asking  your  attention  to  the  im- 
portant consideration  of  causing  your  friends  to  defeat  this  re- 
orginization  of  the  Army  by  this  present  execution. 

Your  friend. 
To  Gen  Lamar  Memucan  Hunt 

NB 

Please  excuse  interlinations  and  blots,  as  I  have  to  write  in  great 
haste. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  Gen  M  B  Lamar  Genl  M  Hunt 

Oak  Grove  Houston  5th  Sept  1839 

Houston  Confidential 

Texas 
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No.  809 
1838  Sept,  5,  W.  ROBERTS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 


Aransas  5th  Sept.  1838 
Dear  Mirabeau 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Reuben  who  is  on  his  way  home,  or 
rather  from  home  to  Mobile. 

The  immediate  object  of  this  letter  is  to  communicate  to  you  a  mat- 
ter involving  the  rights  &  interests  of  several  individuals  &  your- 
self among  the  rest.  A  few  would  be  head  men  here,  failing  to  use 
Reuben  for  purposes  of  fraud  in  the  acquisition  of  certain  lands,  have 
resolved  to  make  void,  if  they  can  all  his  official  acts, — to  get 
a  man  in  oflBce  of  their  own  &  to  overhall  &  overturn  all  that  has 
been  done — rub  out  and  begin  again,  by  which  means  they  hope 
to  obtain  lands  the  property  of  others.  With  this  view  they  »re 
indefatigable  in  propagating  malicious  &  lying  reports — subsidizing 
witnesses  &  in  every  way  preparing  to  assail  Reuben  in  his  official 
character  &  now  openly  announce  their  intention  of  impeaching  him, 
if  they  can  not  get  rid  of  him  in  any  other  way.  Col.  Powers — 
Fulton  &  a  few  others  are  at  the  bottom  of  all  this,  Powers  covertly, 
Fulton,  his  cats  paw,  openly.  Their  object  now  is  to  avail  them- 
selves of  Reubens  absence  to  declare  the  office  vacant  &  get  their 
man  appointed  to  fill  his  vacancy.  What  I  propose  is  that,  if  Borden 
will  not  consent  to  suspend  any  appointment  till  Reuben  returns,  I 
will  serve  myself  pro.  tem.  if  he  will  give  me  the  appointment.  There 
has  not  as  yet  been  any  board  of  land  commissioners  organized 
in  this  county  &  consequently  the  regular  method  of  bringing  for- 
ward a  successor  to  the  County  surveyor  cannot  be  adopted,  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  however,  if  the  office  is  vacated  by  his  absence, 
will  justify  him  in  filling  the  vacancy  without  the  recommendation 
of  the  board.  If  Borden  should  decline  making  any  appointment 
till  Reuben  returns  all  will  be  well,  if  otherwise  I  must  have  it  if  I 
can  get  it  or  important  interest  will  be  put  in  jeopardy.  For  the 
want  of  a  land  office  here  it  has  been  impracticable  for  Reuben  to  make 
any  returns  to  the  Genl  Land  office  &  in  fact  until  a  board  is 
formed  his  presence  here  is  not,  very  important  but  for  the  reasons 
before  stated  viz  to  keep  out  others.  You  will  recollect  thai  the 
county  surveyor  has  the  power  of  approving  or  rejecting  the  sur- 
veys made  by  the  deputies  &  as  no  survey  heretofore  made  has  gone 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  present  incumbent,  should  a  successor  be 
appointed,  they  will  all  have  to  pass  his  inspection  &  be  subjected 
to  his  caprice,  if  he  be  an  unprincipled  man,  &  much  embarrasment, 
if  not  defeat  to  just  claims,  will,  or  would  be  the  consequence. 

As  the  next  session  of  Congress  is  near  at  hand  possibly  no  Presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  this  county  will  be  made  untill  then.  But 
should  one  be  made  before,  it  is  all  important  to  avoid  any  of  the 
.contemptible  opposition  here,  amongst  whom  you  may  set  down  the 
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persons  whose  names  have  been  mentioned.  The  first  named  has  acted 
very  covertly  &  holds  out  that  he  is  your  friend,  but  we  know  him. 
Gov.  S. — has  been  here  for  some  time  past  doubtless  for  the  pur- 
pose in  part,  if  not  chiefly,  to  control  the  election,  but  all  that  he  & 
his  could  effect  was  barley  [barely]  to  prevent  a  unanimous  vote  for 
Lamar.  27  votes  were  polled  &  26  were  given  for  you.  &  25  for 
Burnett,  the  rest  were  suppressed — .  If  the  relation  in  which  you 
you  [sic]  stand  to  Borden  politically  or  otherwise  will  not  make 
it  improper  to  see  him,  you  will  judge  whether  it  may  not  be  useless 
to  have  a  personal,  interview  with  him  on  this  subject.  You  are 
outhorized  to  say  that,  if  necessary,  I  will  accept  the  ofl8ce. 

Rather  than  ha-ve  the  office  to  pass  to  pass  [sic]  into  the  hands  of 
our  opponents,  if  nothing  else  can  be  done  Reuben  had  better  return 
to  his  post — 

Reuben  will  learn  from  you  &  his  brother  Alexander  what  arrange- 
ments are  contemplated  for  the  accommodation  of  my  family  at 
Houston  next  winter.  If  you  have  occasion  to  make  any  other  than 
that  spoken  of  last  winter  I  wish  to  [be]  apprised  of  it  &  provide 
accordingly. 

Respectfully 

Genl  M.  B.  Lamar  yours 

W.  Roberts 

[  Addressed]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Grenl.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Wm.  Roberts 

Vice  president  Aransas  5  Sept  1838 

Houston  Private 

No.  810 

1838  Sept.  6,  B.  E.  BEE  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

W  Groces 

on  the  Brazos 
Sepr.  6»th  1838 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  had  hoped  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you  before 
this — but  have  been  so  aflflicted  as  to  have  been  compelled  to  move 
slowly  having  travelled  from  Nacogdoches  to  this  place  in  [sic]  a 
pony.  Tho  I  have  had  much  fever  it  was  occasioned  by  hoils  not 
hile  so  that  after  a  time  it  will  be  of  no  moment. —  The  Election 
is  over — and  as  I  predicted  you  never  were  for  a  Moment  in  dan- 
ger— ^you  had  the  popular  ear  at  the  start  and  there  was  no  depriv- 
ing you  of  it. —  I  of  course  did  not  intimate  to  Rusk  the  fear 
of  some  of  your  friends — but  discovered  in  conversation  that  he 
would  have  considered  it  a  direliction  of  honor  to  have  opposed  you 
at  any  state  of  the  canvaip. —  I  found  the  President  and  him- 
self rather  at  points  than  otherwise,  arising  from  recent  occur- 
rences— but  upon  his  reaching  San  Augustine  he  wrote  Rusk  in  a 
very  different  style. — They  tell  a  thousand  anecdotes  of  Houston 
during  the  excitement — alike  unworthy  of  him  as  a  man  and  the 
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high  functionary  of  the  Republic — he  is  I  doubt  not  constitutionally 
timid  and  allowances  must  be  made,  his  policy  of  not  chastising 
the  Cherokees  was  no  doubt  correct — as  we  are  not  prepared  for 
a  War  of  any  kind^ — but  his  prudence  is  excessive. 

The  plot  having  been  discovered  renders  everything  safe — much 
wisdom  and  humanity  ought  now  to  be  pursued  particularly  toward 
the  Mexican  population,  a  Revolt  against  a  Republican  Govt  in 
these  days — is  something  unexpected —  The  forms  of  Govt  are  after 
all  ideal — and  Pope  was  doubtless  true  to  nature — ^when  he  said 
**That  Govt  which  is  best  administered  is  best — ?' 

The  letters  I  send  you  will  doubtless  give  you  all  the  particulars 
a-nd  as  I  write  in  great  pain — and  have  several  to  write  to  — I  will 
conclude  by  assuring  you  of  my  great  regard — 

I  am  sincerely 
Yours 

Barnard  E  Bee 

P.  S. 

Mr  Burnets  election  would  have  been  certain  had  the  slightest 
pains  been  taken  early-r-as  it  is — not  one  in  a  hundred  has  seen 
his  circular. — If  W.  Horton  should  succeed  he  will  be  entirely 
indebted  to  his  own  exertions  and  his  having  reached  Nacogdoches 
**in  the  *'nick  of  time—"  I  left  his  Wife  and  himself  both  pros- 
trated— ^but  out  of  danger — 

Mr  M  Kinney  must  think  himself  of  great  consequence — ^but  as 
he  rules  Houston  he  thinks  he  may  as  well  enlighten  the  People— 
The  letter  is  evidently  written  by  Mr.  H.  I — 

Yours  B.  E.  Bee 
Dr   Smith  &  Major  Whiting  must  pardon   my   writing — ^let  them 
peruse  this  tho  there  is  nothing  in  it. — 

I  trust  you  have  sent  your  Sister  and  Daughter  to  the  Seashore! 
I  hav't  stopped  at  a  House  without  finding  fever! — 

B  B  Bee 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Hon  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  B  E  Bee 

Houston  Mr.  Graces  6th  Sept  1838 

Texas —  Private 

No.  811 

1838  Sept.  6,  B.  E.  BEE  TO  D.  G.  BURNET,  [HOUSTOxN] 


Mr  Groces  on  the  Brazos 
•  Sept  6th  1838. 

My  dear   Sir, 

I  am  in  too  much  pain  to  do  more  than  say  I  believe  my  visit 
has  been  of  some  service  to  you — I  found  you  had  friends  every- 
where  and   if   Steps  had   been   taken  earlier   your   election  would 
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have  been  as  certain  as  Genl  Lamars. — ^Your  circular  was  not  seen 
by  one  in  a  hundred — ^while  a  thousand  reports  were  circulated 
against  you. — not  one  founded  in  truth! — ^where  general  suffrage 
prevails  no  stone  ought  to  be  untuurned  to  enlighten  the  People! — 
Hortons  travelling  through  the  Country  together  with  his  arriving 
at  Nacogdoches  in  the  **nick  of  time*'  to  accompa-ny  the  troops 
doubtless  had  its  influence. — and  he  will  thus  have  gained  support 
which  it  is  impossible  he  could  ever  have  done  otherwise —  The 
prejudices  were  all  against  him! — ^You  will  have  been  every  where, 
well  supported  and  I  do  not  despair. — I  repeat  with  proper  means 
earlur  employed — nothing  could  have  hurt  you. — It  is  a  new  feature 
in  Politics  (in  these  times)  to  have  a  revolt  in  a  RepiMican  Gov't — 
The  Mexicans  of  Nacogdoches  it  seems  have  never  been  contented. 
Accustomed  to  the  forms  and  dignity  of  old  Spain —  our  simplicity  to 
say  the  least  and  intolerably  rude  population  did  not  suit  them,  nor 
were  there  gross  instances  of  wrong  wanting  to  induce  them  to  dis- 
content.— had  the  Plot  not  been  discov'd — infinite  mischief  would 
have  ensued. — Nine  Indian  tribes  had  been  engaged. — and  a  Mexican 
force  was  to  have  been  furnished  from  Matamoras !— as  it  is — The 
whole  is  crushed ! —  The  Leaders  if  they  can  be  had — must  pay  the 
penalty — The  rest  must  be  sent  to  Louisiana  or  Mexico — great  wisdom 
and  humanity  ought  to  be  pursued. —  I  am  in  so  much  agony  as  not 
to  be  able  to  continue — I  am  also  feeble — The  fever  has  been  con- 
sequent on  boils — and  the  fatigue  of  travelling — and  not  from  bile 
so  that  after  a  time  I  shall  be  very  well. —  1  have  been  here  sevl 
days — ^Know  nothing  of  the  result  of  the  Polls! — 
do  enclose  this  to  Col.  Morgan — which  he  must  receive  instead  of  a 
formal  one — 

I  am  with  great  esteem 

respectfully  yours 
Barnard  Bee 
I  hope  you  have  given  it  to  McKinney  without  glories! — ^how  un- 
worthy of  him  when  he  Knew  my  particular  relation  to  the  Triplet 
transaction — and  that  you  expressly  waited  to  see  the  Cabinet. — 

McKinney  never  wrote  the  letter — 

Yours 

B  Bee 
The  Telegraph  is  literally  persecuting  Mr  Baker! — In  England  they 
draw  the  distinction  thus ! —  They  say  the  People  may  send  who  they 
choose  to  Parliament — but  those  who  have  committed  gross  errors 
are  never  called  to  a  Seat  in  the  Cabinet — or  appointed  to  ofl8ce! — 

You  remember  our  Saviors  reply — ^when  told  the  Woman  was  taken 
in  the  fact. —  **Let  him  that  is  innocent  throw  the  first  Stone — " 
The  truth  is  Baker  is  said  to  have  expiated  his  crime — his  conduct 
in  this  Country  has  been  open — every  body  knows  his  crime —  and 
if  the  People  of  Galveston  choose  to  vote  for  him — it  is  their  lookout. — 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Hon  Col  E  E  Bee  to 

David  G  Burnet —  Judge  Burnett 

care  of  Sept  6  1838 

Genl  Lamar C  c^c^ci\o 
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No.  812 
[1838  Sept,  7f],  S.  PERRY,  [LIVE  OAK  POINT],  TO  —  FULTON 

(Copy) 
To  Mr  Fulton  collector  of  Customs 
Live  Oak  Point. 

Sir 

In  the  absence  of  my  invoices  &e  I  accept  the  kind  advise  of  my 
generous  friend  Captn  Hull  to  appeal  to  you  as  a  fellow  Citizen  and 
as  a  man  and  to  lay  before  you  a  few  facts  of  the  case.  1st.  At  the 
time  the  Schr  La.  left  New  Oris.  I  did  not  know  that  there  was  a 
custom  House  at  this  place.  2nd  Notwithstanding  the  ignorant 
discrepancy  in  the  bill  of  lAding  there  is  none  in  the  export  Mani- 
fest 3rd  The  two  casks  of  goods  were  in  my  own  possion*  four 
nights.  3rd  [sic]  If  I  had  really  intended  to  carry  out  a  fraud  upon 
the  revenue  would  I  have  to  let  them  remain  in  their  original  shape 
four  nights,  when  I  could  have,  with  the  greatest  ease  put  it  out  of 
your  power  to  identify  them  ? 

You  told  me  you  intended  to  examine  them  and  I  let  them  remain 
remain  [sic]  as  they  were  imported  although  they  were  in  my  pos- 
session during  that  time.  Will  these  facts  have  no  weight?  must  I 
be  the  first  sacrifice  to  the  custom  laws  in  a  city  which  ought  to  be 
a  free  Port  for  at  least  One  year?  There  are  other  facts  Sir,  that  I 
might  urge  but  I  forbear  at  present. 

I  will  pay  the  duties  to  your  satisfaction.  Do  you  want  more? 
I  await  your  answer  and  am 

Very  Respectfully  your  Obt  Sert — 
Stuart  Perry 
[rubric] 
I  solicit  your  advise  as  to  what  to  do.    My  losses  have  been  severe: 
Where  all  are  gainers  it  is  somewhat  hard  that  I  should  be  the  only 
loser,  but  these  things  you  do  not  know. 

[Endorsed] 
Copy  of  letter  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  Live  Oak  point 

No.  813 

1838  Sept.  7,  S.  PERRY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 


Live  oak  point  7th  September  1838 
My  dear  Genl 

Permit  me  to  lay  before  you  the  facts  of  disagreeable  case  that 
has  occurred  here  yesterday,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  lay  them 

•Note  the  two  casks  were  exposed  to  the  weather  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Pearce'a 
house.  I  told  Loupey,  If  they  were  damaged,  I  wd.  hold  him  accountable, 
he  then  gave  them  up  and  I  put  them  into  into  [sic]  Mr.  Powers'  open  shed, 
they  were  therefore  in  my  Possession  S.  P.  [Note  in  document] 
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before  the  proper  tribunal,  and  claim  for  me  a  part  of  that  con- 
sideration and  dispassionate  hearing  which,  I  trust  I  have  somewhat 
of  a  right  to  claim  of  the  Government  of  Texas. 

Some  time  in  last  July  I  shiped  a  few  odds  and  ends,  part  goods, 
part  furniture  &e  &c  the  balance  saved  from  the  wreck  of  of  [sic]  my 
affairs  in  New  Orleans,  the  goods  were  shiped  in  the  schooner 
Louisiant  and  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  a  custom-House  being 
established  at  this  place  and  the  hurry  attending  the  shipment  they 
were  miscalled  in  the  bill  of  lading,  but  they  were  correctly  entered 
on  the  export  manifest. 

For  Instance ;  a  large  box  of  pistols  with  a  few  caps  and  eight  or 
ten  powder  flasks,  and  a  small  one  with  some  paper,  shovel  &  Tongs 
and  a  few  other  articles  of  little  or  no  value  were  entered  in  the 
bill  of  lading  as  ** Kitchen  furniture'*  and  two  casks  containing. 
Braces  &  bitts  chissels  gauges,  belts,  screws,  hinges,  doorlocks  &c  &c 
were  marked  **  Carpenter's  Tools  &  Materials  for  building"  I 
thought  to  go  out  in  the  La.  Myself  but  was  prevented  .  I  had 
therefore  to  request  a  Mr  Ayres  of  New  Orleans — to  see  the  goods 
landed  &  stored  until  I  would  arrive  he  however  instead  of  placing 
them  in  the  public  stores  made  an  affidavit  as  to  the  contents  & 
placed  them  in  the  hands  of  a  consignee  all  this  he  should  not  have 
done.  Pistols  that  tuere  free  by  law  and  articles  of  furniture  that 
/  have  used  are  now  seized  and  with  exultation  and  triumph  are 
placarded  all  around  for  sale  on  the  9th  October  next.  As  I  have 
already  obesrved  the  two  casks  and  two  boxes  contained  a  medley  of 
things  and  it  was  actually  impossible  to  express  them  on  a  bill  of 
lading.  I  called  at  the  custom  House  and  tried  to  reason  with  them. 
I  pointed  out  to  them  the  fact  that  it  could  not  have  been  guilt  but 
hurry  that  wd.  mark  a  valuable  box  of  pistols  which  were  free,  so 
that  they  could  be  liable  to  seizure,  that  the  goods  were  in  my  own 
possession  four  days  &  nights  and  if  I  really  intended  to  defraud 
the  excise  I  wd.  surely  not  have  let  them  remain  in  the  same  cask, 
mark  &  nmber  as  they  were  imported,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  I  then 
drew  up  a  few  lines  to  ^Ir  Pulton  a  copy®^  of  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  enclose  just  as  I  had  finished  the  original  I  was  shown  about  a 
mile  out  in  the  bay  the  collector  Mr.  Henry  Smith  and  some  others 
persons  who  were  going  as  I  was  informed  to  mouth  of  the  San 
Antonio  River  — A  thing  I  requested  or  rather  hoped  [was]  that  the 
collector  wd.  give  me  time  to  lay  the  facts  of  the  case  before  him  in 
writing.  So  much  for  the  rewards  and  honours  I  have  reed,  of 
Texas,  to  support  whose  Cause  I  have  given  almost  all  my  substance. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  sincere  friend 

Stuart  Perry 

It  wd.  really  seem  that  there  fare]  a  few  here  who  are  determined 
that  my  goods  shall  [be]  exposed  for  sale  as  forfeited  to  the  country. 
Among  these  I  presume  is  the  informer  who  expects  half  of  the 
profits — 

This  very  imperfect  scroll  I  have  written  on  board  a  flat  boat  and 


»»No.  812. 
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the  waves  cause  the  imperfections  there  was  no  other  chance  of 
writing  you  in  time  to  save  my  property 

Yrs  truly 


My  respect  to  Colo  R 


S.  Perry 


[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  S  Perry 

His  Excellency,  Live  Oak  Point  7  Sept  1838 

M  B  Lamar  Affairs  of  Custom  House  &c 
per  Mr                             Prest  of 
Roberts                                  Texas 

No.  814. 

1838    Sept.    12,    J  [AMES]     MORGAN,    NEW    WASHINGTON, 

[TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU1  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

NEAR  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Inclosing  a  confidential  letter  from  a  friend  in  New  York,  and  ask- 
ing Lamar's  opinion  regarding  the  project  therein  set  forth;  prospects 
of  Lamar's  administration;  an  invitation  for  Lamar,  his  sister,  and 
daughter  to  visit  the  writer.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

** Strictly  confidential." 

No.  815 

1838  Sept.  12,  S.  H.  EVERITT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Beaumont.     Sept.    12,   1838 
My  Dr  General 

Now  the  Election  is  over  and  the  weather  G[r]  owing  Cooler,  1 
trust  that  some  of  those  who  have  permitted  their  Excited  fancies,  to 
lead  them  to  belive  &  to  propogate  falsehoods  about  you  Such  men  I 
hope  will  take  time  to  permit  their  minds  to  cool  and  call  in  Reason 
to  exhibit  to  them  the  wild.  Visionary  &  Reckless  course  they  have 
Run  in  opposing  the  Voice  and  will  of  the  people 
in  Jasper  County  it  was  believed  by  many  that  the  Report  of  Grayson 
death  was  a  Hoax,  the  polls  closed  as  follows — 

Lamar  232 

Grayson  5 

Wilson  2 


in  Jefferson  County  the  poles  were  as  follows 

Lamar  84 

Wilson  19 

Wilson  in  Jefferson  took  the  Entire  Grayson  Vote —    Swift  of  Jasper 
and  Grigsby  of  Jefferson  were  Elected  to  Congress 
Horton  is  beaten  in  my  District  about  100  Votes  he  will  Bun  well 
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in  the  upper  Counties  I  am  Led  to  believe — Row  got  but  10 — ^Votes 
in  the  two  Counties 

My  Dear  General  the  people  Look  to  You  as  their  Saviour,  and 
They  have  the  most  unbounded  Confidence  in  Tour  Integrity  States- 
manship  &  in  the  Belief  that  You  have  Every  Qualification  To  do  all 
for  the  Country  that  any  man  on  Earth  Can  do  I  shall  if  I  can,  Visit 
You  before  the  Session  of  Congress ;  but  I  have  neglected  my  private 
affairs,  much  to  my  Injury,  the  Rub  is  over  and  (unless  it  is  Your 
desire  that  I  should  visit  You  sooner  I  shall  try  and  Close  up  my 
business  and  arrange  it  So  that  I  can  leve  it  in  the  hands  of  others, 
have  the  Kindness  to  Remember  me  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wilkins,  &  accept 
of  my  best  wishes  For  Your  happiness 

Trulv   Your   Devoted   frien[d] 
S.  H.  Everitt 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Hon.  M.  B.  Lamar  S.  H.  Everitt. 

Houston  Sept.  12th  1838 

Texas  Political 

No.  816 

1838  Sept,  14,  A.  S.  THRIJSTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Dear  Genl  San  Augustine 

Sept.  14th  1838 

Since  I  wrote  you  last  nothing  of  Intrest  has  Occurred,  all  things 
are  quiet ;  an  express  from  Genl.  Rusk  of  today,  says  that  thirty  six 
Kickapoo  Indians  with  two  chiefs  are  in,  that  they  are*^  and  swear 
friendship,  that  they  are  much  afraid  of  the  whites,  they  asked 
written  permission  to  hunt  and  to  be  freed  from  laws;  the  Boloxies 
are  also  friendly,  save  some  few  who  are  with  the  renegade  Mexi- 
cans, the  latter  are  dispersed  some  tis  thought  have  gone,  gone  to 
Matamoras,  Norris  and  Cordoway  [Cordova],  the  leaders  are  near 
Shreveport  on  Red  river;  others  high  upon  the  Sabine,  it  seems,  that 
they  scattered  to  the  four  winds, — 

The  Indians  I  am  satisfied  are  friendly  disposed,  and  will  continue 
so,  committing  Occasionally,  retaliatory  depredations,  which  they 
will  continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  the  whites  impudently  molest  them ; 
I  was  at  first  sericaisly  apprehensive,  that  we  were  to  have  trouble, 
from  a  union  of  the  Indians  and  Mexicans,  but  am  satisfied  that  the[y] 
have  been  and  will  be  deterred,  the  promptness  with  which  some 
800  or  thousand  troops  took  the  field  alarmmed  them. — 

I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  putting  to  death,  the  leaders  of  the 
disturbers,  it  should  be  done  promptly — It  will  have  a  wholesome 
and  happy  effect,  the  Indians  we  are  to  [be]  relieved  [  ?]  of  I 
think  by  treaty,  it  is  unquestionably  the  policy  of  the  Country,  when 
the  time  shall  arrive,  to  treat  with  them  upon  amicable  and  equitable 
terms,  we  have  them  and  must  deal  with  them  as  a  necessary  evil ; 
you  may  rely  upon  it  Sir,  if  they  had  unit^  as,  twas  at  first  said 

•Thruaton  aparently  omitted  a  ward  here;  perhaps  "peaceful." 
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they  had,  and  had  opened  a  Campaign  that  eastern  Texas,  would 
have  heon  delugred  in  Blood — 

We  have  no  news  of  the  election  in  Western  Texas,  Horton  has 
beaten  Burnet  shamefully  in  the  east,  as  he  has  Rowe —  yet  I  fear 
Burnett  is  elected,  unless  the  Red  river  vote,  will  save  Horton— 
Here  and  at  Nacogdoches,  honest  Bob,  I  think  received  in  Nacog.  & 
here  ten  Votes    I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Yours  &c. 
A  S.  Thruston 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  M  B.  Lamar  A  S  Thornton  ) 

Houston  Sept  14—1838  ) 

No.  817 

1838  Sept,  14,  S.  C.  DOUGLAS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Brazoria  14th.  Septr.  1838. 
Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar 

Dr.  Friend 

I  regreted  not  having  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  when  in  Houston  about  the  7th.  Inst.  I  was  coin- 
pelled  to  change  my  route  home  which  hurried  my  departure  from 
that  place.  A  friend  of  yours  called  at  my  Office  this  morning  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  your  Taxes  I  regret  being  absent  at  the  time, 
and  that  he  should  have  returned  without  doing  so.  This  shall  make 
no  difference,  I  will  will  [sic]  settle  the  balance  If  there  is  any  due, 
Our  friend  Colo.  Calder  informed  me  some  time  ago  that  he  had 
received  some  scrip  from  you  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  your 
Taxes,  he  is  absent  and  I  do  not  Know  the  amt.  However  I  will 
settle  it  myself  and  arrange  it  with  you  when  I  come  over  in  Novr. 
next  when  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  Respectfully 
yr.  friend 

Samuel.  C.  Douglass 
I  should  have  been  glad  to  congratulate  you  in  person  on  your  suc- 
cess, but  trust  yet  to  have  the  pleasure  of  doing  so. 

S.C.D. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 
Genl.  ]VI.  B.  Lamar  S  C  Douglass 

Houston  Brazoria — 14.  Sept  183& 

Attention  )  respecting  some  Taxes  d'O 

Majr.  A  Brighan  ) 

No.  818 
1838  Sept,  24,  IVnLAM  GUARDS,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Resolution,  providing  for  a  committee  to  correspond  with  Lania^r 
Houston,  and  others  in  regard  to  becoming  honorary  members  of  tn^ 
Guards.    Copy.    1  p. 

In  no.  819. 
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No.  819 

1838  Sept.  26,  WILLIAM  KERBEY,  FRANCIS  RflCHARD]  LUB: 
BOCK  AND  JO[H]N  W.  ELDREDGE,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS], 
TO  MIRABEAU  B[U0NAPARTE1  LAMAR,  OAK 
GROVE,  [NEAR  HOUSTON] 

Communicating  a  resolntion  of  the  Milam  Guards,  Sept.  24,  rela- 
tive to  honorary  membership  in  the  organization.    L.  S.  [by  proxy  T] 

Ip. 

Endorsed :    *  *  Committee  of  the  *  Milam  Guards '     .     .     . " 
See  no.  818. 

No.  820 

1838  Sept,  28,  SAM[UE]L  A[LEXANDER]   ROBERTS,  GALVES- 
TON, [TEXAS],  TO  M(IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Plans  for  the  family  residence  in  Houston ;  Lamar's  movements;  a 
letter  from  Judge  [James]  Webb,  noting  the  sendino:  of  a  Civil  Code 
of  Louisiana ;  his  plans;  a  question  as  to  his  eligibility  for  the  chief 
justiceship;  his  own  editorial  in  the  [Commercial]  Intelligencer  of 
today  on  the  appointment  of  Birdsall  by  President  [Houston]  ;  Bird- 
sairs  suspected  authorship  of  a  ** savage  article''  in  the  Civilian  of 
the  latter  part  of  June;  Lamar's  remissness  as  a  correspondent;  land 
scrip  to  send  to  Live  Oak  Point ;  personal  messages.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  821 

[1838  Sept.  f],  ANONYMOUS.     REMARKS  LTPQN  THE  TEXAS 

NAVY»« 

REMARKS  UPON  THE  NAVY  ITS  FORMATION  AC 

The  want  of  an  efficient  Navy  has  been  seriously  felt  since  the  forma- 
tion of  a  government  in  Texas,  and  more  particularly  within  the  past 
year,  when  the  commerce  has  become  so  important  that  means  should 
have  been  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  revenue  accru- 
ing therefrom,  and  yet  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  foster  that 
scource  of  wealth,  the  principal  step  is  having  a  Naval  force  at  all 
times  upon  our  coast,  to  protect  the  property  of  our  citizens,  or  that 
of  the  foreign  merchant,  whose  vessels  richly  freighted  have  thru 
the  intervention  of  divine  Providence,  (rather  than  any  protecting 
power  of  our  Government)   arrived  in  safety  in  our  harbours;  I 

•H^f.  The  Quarterly  of  the  Texas  State  Historical  Association,  VII,  223,  a 
"Sketch  of  the  Texas  Navy"  by  midshipman  George  F.  Fuller;  ihid.,  XII, 
165  and  249,  XIII,  1  and  85,  the  "Navy  of  the  Republic  of  Texas"  by  Alex 
Dienst. 

Cf.  also  the  report  to  the  president  of  W.  M.  Shepherd  acting  secretary  of 
the  navy  on  Sept.  30,  1837,  printed  in  the  House  Journal  of  the  called  session 
of  Sept.  25.  1837  of  the  second  Congress,  p.  166;  and  the  act  of  Nov.  4,  1837, 
in  Gammel,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of  Texas,  I,  1356. 

15 — Library. 
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would  ask  how  much  greater  would  be  the  amount  accruing  from  the 
revenue  have  been,  had  foreign  merchants  felt  assured  that  there  was 
a  protecting  power,  (a  Naval  force)  to  shield  them  from  the  craft, 
of  a  wily  enemy,  and  that  power  to  have  met  them  within  the  pre- 
cints  of  our  waters  to  afford  them  those  facilities  which  are  so  often 
required  to  reach  their  destined  port  in  safety  — . 

The  time  has  arrived  when  the  public  attention  is  strongly 
awakened  on  this  subject,  and  feel  it  now  presented  in  a  vivid  point 
of  view  the  necessity  of  an  efficient  Navy,  they  now  see  how  much 
might  have  been  added  to  the  dignity  and  wealth  of  the  country, 
with  lustre  and  honor  to  our  flag  had  this,  ^^arm  of  defence''  been 
fostered,  how  much  it  might  have  added  in  dignity  wealth,  lustre, 
and  honour,  is  too  apparent  to  a  reflecting  mind  to  require  explana- 
tion. — 

During  the  early  stage  of  the  revolution,  sufficient  attention  could 
not  be  paid  to  the  organization  of  a  Navy  the  Country  was  invaded 
by  a  powerful  enemy  of  our  enemy's  choisest  troops,  to  meet  them 
in  the  field  and  repel  them,  was  then  the  first  object,  the  Mexican 
Navy  was  at  its  lowest  ebb,  no  fears  were  entertained  from  its 
co-operation  with  the  army  invading,  however  to  prevent  encrouch- 
ment,  by  sea  the  Government,  (ad  interim),  thought  it  advisable  to 
put  afloat  a  small  Naval  force,  four  small  schooners  were  purchased 
for  this  purpose,  it  was  impossible  for  the  rulers  to  give  that  atten- 
tion so  desirable  upon  the  formation  of  as  important  a  branch  of 
defense  as  the  Navy  is.  from  these  circumstances  the  vessels 
attached  to  the  Navy  resembled  privateers  more  than  national  armed 
vessels  commissioncKi,  and  regulated  by  the  individual  commanders, 
which  prevented  that  unity  and  uniformity  of  action  which  is  of 
itself  the  very  life  of  a  Navy.  The  government  could  not  extend 
to  it  that  watchful  eye,  and  fostering  care  so  neccessary  to  give  it 
strength,  consequently  much  irregularity  ensued  and  the  service 
became  a  burden,  instead  of  a  benefit  to  the  country,  a  continued 
clashing  of  rank  between  officers  embittered  the  feelings  of  many. 
This  was  in  a  measure  quelled  by  the  determined  stand  taken  by  a 
few  to  build  a  reputation,  and  bear  proudly  in  action  the  ** single 
starred  banner,''  which  had  floated  so  triumphant  o'er  our  plains,— 
The  gallant  little  Schooner  Independence  mounting  seven  guns 
manned  with  less  than  forty  men,  led  the  way  and  dared  dispute 
the  ocean  against  a  force  more  than  quadruple,  although  from  her 
situation  she  was  captured,  it  was  not  a  defeat  but  a  victory  gained 
it  proved  to  our  enemies  that  we  as  superior  as  we  had  proved  on 
Land.  —  Her  action  was  f ollewed  by  a  cruise  of  her  consort  the 
Brutus  and  Invincible ;  although  no  opportunity  offered  for  an 
engagement  with  the  enemies  vessels,  yet  was  public  expectation 
fully  gratified  by  the  check  they  gave  to  the  enemies  commerce.  The 
activity  and  energy  they  displayed  in  hovering  on  their  coast  and 
harrassing  the  government  and  citizens  proved  they  were,  not  idle 
since  which  time  the  service  has  fallen  into  neglect;  its  very  success 
appears  to  have  been  to  it  a  curse;  those  who  sought  in  it  distinc- 
tion and  fame,  have  met  with  persecution,  contumely  and  neglect, 
until  we  have  naught  of  a  Navy,  but  in  name.  —  At  this  period  we 
look  forward  to  the  change  about  to  take  place  in  the  administra- 
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tion  of  the  affairs  of  our  country,  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  believ- 
ing  that  the  gallant  and  highly  gifted  gentleman,  who  has  been 
called  by  the  voice  of  his  countrymen  to  preside  over  their  destinies, 
will  turn  his  attention  to  this  all  important  subject. —  A  navy  we 
must  have,  and  unless  it  is  a  well  organized  and  regulated  one,  it 
can  never  be  efficient,  or  of  service  to  the  country. —  Mexico  has  set 
us  an  example,  with  impoverished  coflfers,  she  has  through  her 
energy,  put  afloat  an  efficient  fleet  built  by  th©  most  experienced 
workman,  and  are  vessels  which  are  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the 
world;  and  shall  we  not  profit  by  this  example?  Is  Texas  so  with- 
out rescources  that  she  cannot  put  an  equal  force  afloat?  Shame, 
Shame,  to  think  that  our  government  should  by  her  dilatory  move- 
ment in  this  particular,  cast  such  a  reproach  on  her  patriotic  citi- 
zens ;  to  place  the  country  so  low  in  the  scale  of  nations. —  The  naval 
force  of®^  built  by  Mexico  is  not  intended  to  lay  in  ordinary  in  their 
ports  —  to  please  the  gaze  of  the  vulgar  crowd,  but  for  service,  they 
are  efficient  Men  of  War,  in  every  sense  of  the  word :  for  what  pur- 
pose were  they  then  built,  but  for  the  prosecution  of  the  "War?  and 
the  moment  the  blockading  force^^®  now  on  their  coast  leaves  (and 
there  is  no  telling  when  that  moment  may  arrive)  the  busy  note  of 
preparation  will  again  be  heard,  and  the  Mexican  Flag  be  seen  on 
our  coast,  supported  by  a  Navy  whose  officers  have  within  the  last 
few  months  acquired  a  greater  knowledge  of  naval  warfare  than 
they  could  have  done  in  years  under  ordinary  circumstances,  are 
we  prepared  to  meet  them?  Where  is  the  squadron  which  should 
have  been  building  and  in  preparation  during  the  past  year?  Echo 
answers  where !  It  is  not  now  too  late ;  a  few  months  will  suffice  to 
put  in  readiness  a  force  sufficient  to  meet  them,  with  the  advantage 
we  will  have  of  bringing  American  seamen  into  the  service,  who 
never  yet  blanched  in  strife,  but  **Yard  arm  to  Yard  arm,''  have 
met  the  Ocean's  Queen,  and  conquered —  I  will  breifly  recapitulate 
the  force  sufficient  to  form  a  navy,  and  also  the  number  of  Officers 
and  men  requisite.    Viz  — 

Guns 

1  ship  or  sloop  of  War  mounting  20. 

2  Brig's       "      "      "  Each  16. 
2  Schooners               "                 "  10 

2  small  tenders  or  gun  boats  mounting  1  gun, 

1  WBrig  "  "  "  "         8     "    to  be  employed  as  a 

transport  for  stores  &c  — . 

These  vessels  will  require  6  commanders,  2  Lt.  Commandants,  25 
Lieutenants,  7  Sailing-Masters,  8  Pursers,  7  Surgeons,  7  Assistant 
Surgeons,  12  Masters  Mates,  52  Midshipmen,  8  Gunners,  8  Boat- 
swains, 8  Carpenters,  8  Sail  Makers,  99  Petty  Officers,  355  Sea- 
men, 305  Ordinary-Seamen,  205  Landsmen  and  Boys,  to  be  divided 
amongst  them  as  follows.    Viz, 

•The  original  had  the  words  "our  enemy"  foUowing  "The  naval  force  of." 
They  were  scratched  out  and  "built  by  Mexico"  inserted. 

"The  French,  In  the  beginning  of  the  so-called  Pastry  War,  blockaded  Vera 
Cruz  on  April  16,  1838. 
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—  for  the  ship  — 


1.  Commander  — 
6.  Lieutenants 
1.  Sailing  Master 
1.  Purser, 

1.  Surgeon, 

2.  Surgeon's  Mates, 

4.  Master's  do  — 
12.  Midshipmen,  — 

1.  Captain's  Clerk  — 

1.  Boatswain,  — 

1.  Gunner  — 

1.  Carpenter,  —  2  Carpenter's  Mates, 

1.  Sail  Maker  —  1  Sailmaker's     do 

5.  Quarter  Master's  —  1  Qr.  Master  as 
Signal  Quarter  Master  — 

2.  Gunner's  Mates 

1.  Armourer  — 

4.  Quarter  Gunners  — 

2.  Yeomen  — 

2.  Boatswain 's  Mates  — 

1.  Purser's  Steward 

1.  Coxswain  to  Commander 

1.  Master  at  Arms  — 

2.  Ships  Corporals  — 
1.  Ships  Cook  — 

1.  Steward 

100.  Seamen 

76.  Ordinary  Seamen  — 

50.  Landsmen  and  Boys  — 


—  FOR  EACH  BRIG  — 


1.  Commander 
4.  Lieutenants 
1.  Sailing — Master. 
1.  Purser  — 
1.  Surgeon  — 

1.  Surgeons-Mate. 

2.  Master's  Mates. 
8.  Midshipmen  — 

1.  Captain's  Clerk  — 
1.  Boatswain  — 
1.  Gunner  — 
1.  Carpenter  — 
1.  Sailmaker 
1.  Carpenter's  Mate — 
1.  Sailmakers    do 
4.  Quarter  Masters 
1.  Gunner's  Mate 
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1.  Armourer  — 

2.  Yeomen 

1.  Purser's  Steward 

2.  Boatswain's  Mates  — 
1.  Master  at  Arms  — 
1.  Ships  Corporal  — 

1.  Cook  — 

1.  Steward  — 

75.  Seamen. 

50.  Ordinary  Seamen  — 

25.  Landsmen  and  Boys  — 

—  FOR  EACH  SCHOONER  — 

1.  Commander  — 

3.  Lieutenants  — 
- 1.  Purser  — 

1.  Surgeon's  Mate  — 
1.  Sailing  Master  — 
1.  Master  IVHate  — 
6.  Midshipmen 
1.  Captain's  Clerk  — 
1.  Boatswain  — 
1.  Gunner  — 
1.  Carpenter  — 

1.  Sailmaker  — 

2.  Boatswain's  Mates  — 
2.  Quarter  Masters  — 

2.        do       Gunners  — 

1.  Armourer 

1.  Yeoman 

1.  Ships  Corporal  — 
1.  Purser's  Steward  — 

1.  Ships  Cook 

25.  Seamen 

25.  Ordinary  Seamen  — 
25.  Landsmen  and  Boys  — 

FOR  THE  BRIG  AS  TRANSPORT. 

1.  Lieutenant  Commandant 

1.  Lieutenant  — 

1.  Purser  — 

1.  Surgeon 's  Mate  — 

1.  Sailing  Master  — 

2.  Master's  Mates  — 

4.  Midshipmen  — 
1.  Boatswain  — 
1.  Carpenter  — 

1.  Sailmaker  — 

2.  Quarter  Master  — 
2.       do       Gunners  — 
1.  Armourer 
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2.  Boatswains  Mates  — 
1.  Ships  Corporal  — 
1.  Purser's  Steward  — 

1.  Yeomen 

1.  Cook 

1.  Steward 

25.  Seamen 

50.  Ordinary  Seamen,  — 
Landsmen  and  Boy's.  — 

—  FOR  THE  NaVT   YARD  — 

1.  Commander  — 
1.  Lieutenant  — 
1.  Purser  — 
1.  Surgeon  — 

1.  Sailing  Master  — 

2.  Masters  Mates  — 
1.  Boatswain  — 

1.  Gunner 

1.  Carpenter 

1.  Sailmaker 

1.  Clerk  of  the  Yard  — 
1.  Naval  Store  Keeper  — 

8.  Seamen 

4.  Ordinary  Seamen  — 
10.  Landsmen  and  Boys  — 
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The  whole  force  to  be  under  the  command  of  a  post  captain  who  will 
be  commander  in  chief  will  have  one  Lieutenant  to  act  as  signal  Of- 
"ficer,  and  to  rank  as  Lieut  Commandant  who  with  a  Secretary  will 
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form  his  suite ;  it  should  at  all  times  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief  to  hoist  his  pendant  on  board  of  such  vessel  in 
the  squadron  or  fleet  as  he  may  select.  This  force  should  be  kept  as  a 
Blockading  squadron  continually  on  the  enemy's  coast;  the  Transport 
Brig  will  be  able  to  keep  the  force  supplied  with  Naval  stores  and 
provisions. —  There  will  be  no  necessity  for  the  vessels  to  leave  this 
station  from  year  to  year;  should  it  be  necessary  to  seek  a  harbour 
during  the  hurricane  months,  the  adjacent  Islands  will  afford  ample 
security  and  every  facility,  will  supply  the  vessels  amply  with  wood 
and  water  and  other  necessaries.  The  small  schooners  are  intended  as 
despatch  vessels,  by  which  a  channel  of  communication  can  be  kept 
open  with  the  government,  and  to  convey  instructions  from  one  vessel 
to  the  other  in  the  squadron  which  will  neccessarily  be  divided  along 
the  coast,  also  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  cruisers  and 
give  the  earliest  information — 

Having  in  the  foregoing  remarks  enumerated  the  number  of  vessels, 
Officers  and  men  requisite  for  the  formation  of  a  small  yet  efficient 
Navy  for  the  service  of  the  Republic  of  Texas — ^which  if  fostered  by 
the  Government  will  be  found  amply  sufficient  to  protect  our  com- 
merce, and  prosecute  a  war  upon  the  Ocean,  I  shall  now  offer  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  quality  that  each  should  possess  to  render  it  effi- 
cient and  serviceable. — 

In  procuring  vessels  for  this  service,  I  would  urge  it  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment  to  avoid  that  course  which  has  already  proved  so  detrimental 
to  the  best  interest  of  the  Naval  service,  which  is  that  of  purchasing 
vessels  unsuited,  merely  because  they  are  to  be  purchased  at  a  low 
rate  or  upon  accommodating  terms : 

In  giving  an  idea  how  in  our  day  a  ship  is  built,  masted,  and  rigged, 
premising  simply,  that  it  is  not  so  much  my  desire  to  suggest  any 
new  notions  to  those  who  are  f amilliar  with  the  subject ;  but  to  convey 
a  plain  yet  palpable  idea,  to  those  to  whom  it  is  a  mystery  and  who 
should  be  acquainted  with  what  is  requisite.  The  nicest  and  most 
difficult  operation  in  Naval  Architecture  is  in  forming  the  ** draught" 
of  your  vessel :  in  vessels  of  War,  the  great  object  is  speed,  connected 
with  far  as  may  be,  ease  of  movement,  capacity  to  accommodate  her 
crew  and  to  carry  a  large  supply  of  provisions,  water  and  ammuni- 
tion; it  is  moreover  an  essential  point  to  be  considered,  that  the 
vessel  must  float  sufficiently  high  above  the  water  to  run  no  risk  in 
shipping  seas  in  her  ports  in  time  of  action,  in  order  to  prevent  this 
the  constructor  must  make  an  estimate  of  the  whole  weight  of  the  ship, 
including  hull,  spars,  armament,  men,  amunitions  and  provisions,  and 
to  model  the  bottom  that  it  will  have  displaced  an  equal  weight  of 
water  when  arrived  at  the  desired  depth  —  Such  is  the  description 
of  a  vessel  requisite  for  Naval  service,  the  course  heretofore  pursued 
of  purchasing  promiscuously  vessels  which  have  been  built  for  Mer- 
chantmen, is  one  very  much  to  be  deprecated,  it  is  an  erroneous  idea 
that  the  Govt,  is  economising  in  consequence  of  purchasing  such  ves- 
sels at  a  low  rate,  for  the  reasons  which  I  will  now  state 
1st.  A  vessel  constructed  for  the  merchant  service  is  modelled  for 
safe  and  easy  movement  with  a  view  to  room  for  carrying  heavy  car- 
goes— 

2d.  There  must  be  many  alterations  made  in  the  frame,  which  tends 
much  to  weaken,  them  and  destroy  their  quality  for  speed — 
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3d.  These  vessels  require  continual  repairs,  by  which  the  Navy  is 
deprived  of  their  services,  and  no  reliance  can  be  placed  in  vessel  so 
altered  in  cases  of  emergency ;  but  the  vessels  which  I  consider  pecul- 
iarly adapted  to  our  Naval  service*  are  Brigs  and  Schooners;  the 
latter  model  peculiar  in  Naval  architecture  to  the  Americans  alone; 
of  the  simplest  form,  adapted  for  superior  sailing,  with  great  breadtli 
and  length,  furnishing  stabillity  to  bear  a  large  surface  of  sail,  and 
depth  to  take  a  hold  in  the  water,  and  prevent  drifting;  above  water, 
her  form  is  straight,  low  and  unbroken,  offering  but  little  obstacle  to 
the  wind ;  with  her  masts  long  and  tapering,  her  sails  also  adapted  like 
the  hull  to  approach  the  wind,  which  a  schooner  will  do,  some  20° 
nearer  than  a  ship. —  It  will  be  found  by  experience  that  vessels  con- 
structed by  able  builders  expressly  for  the  service,  will  last  years  longer 
than  those  purchased  promiscuously  and  equipped.  —  This  is  a  subject 
which  I  would  earnestly  wish  to  present  to  your  consideration.  —  I 
feel  perfectly  assured  that  contracts  can  be  entered  into  with  some  of 
the  most  able  constructors  in  the  United  States  which  would  be  sat- 
isfactory to  the  Govt.  The  vessels  which  I  have  enumerated  above 
can  be  built  equipped,  and  ready  for  sea,  in  a  short  space  of  four 
months ;  in  building  you  have  another  advantage  which  is  that  of  hay- 
ing the  influence  of  the  builder  (which  is  very  great)  to  assist  in 
procuring  crews  of  good  seamen  to  man  these  vessels,  which  should 
always  be  an  important  consideration :  —  I  shall  not  enter  into  the 
minutia  of  rigging  and  equipping  these  vessels  as  my  remarks  are  only 
general,  but  will  call  your  attention  to  the  grades  of  the  officers,  sea- 
men and  all  others  attached  generally  to  a  vessel  of  War;  I  will  com- 
mence with  those  who  are  to  be  selected  as  Conmianders  of  these  ves- 
sels &c.  Too  much  delicacy  and  discrimination  cannot  be  used  in  the 
selection  of  these  officers ;  upon  them  depends  the  honor  and  reputa- 
tion of  the  Navy.  That  we  must  have  good  seamen  is  evident  to  every 
one;  this  is  not  the  only  qualification  necessary,  they  must  be  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  Naval  Tactics;  (Our  Navy  is  yet  too  young 
to  adopt  the  plan  familliar  to  the  Navies  of  Europe,  of  having  *^dry 
nurses,"  for  young  Commanders. —  i.  e.  an  old  first  Lieutenant  who 
is  a  good  officer  and  seaman  to  watch  over  the  safety  of  a  ship  com- 
manded by  some  sprig  of  nobillity)  should  be  enabled  to  instruct 
those  who  may  fall  under  their  command  and  above  all  to  possess  with 
the  dignity  of  the  Officer,  the  politeness  and  sn(wity  of  the  Gentleman  t 
how  often  does  it  occur  that  a  Naval  Commander  from  circumstances 
has  to  become  diplomatist,  to  form  treaties,  settle  questions  of  dispute, 
and  point  out  various  clauses  of  the  Laws  of  nations  which  have  been 
violated  and  the  rights  of  his  country  thereby  infringed  upon:  it 
surely  requires  a  knowledge  of  the  world  to  be  able  to  act  with  suf- 
ficient tact  in  such  cases  and  a  knowledge  of  what  is  due  an  inde- 
pendent nation ; —  The  next  to  be  taken  into  consideration  are  the  sub- 
ordiate  officers,  The  first  in  grade  are  the  Lieutenants  which  i** 
evident  to  every  one,  at  all  acquainted  with  Naval  life  is  one  of  the 
most  responsible  situations  on  board  of  a  vessel  of  war  and  should  be 
fitted  with  men  in  way  competent,  in  selecting  this  class  of  OflS<'ers, 
the  Government  will  labour  under  some  difficulty,  those  who  will  fUl 
the  rank  of  first  Lieutenants  or  executive  officers  must  be  men  in  ever}' 
way  acquainted  with  Naval  Tactics,  as  not  only  the  internal  police 
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of  the  vessel  is  under  their  immediate  control,  but  the  other  officers 
and  men  look  up  to  them  for  instruction  in  the  various  branches  of 
their  profession  in  case  of  the  death  or  removal  of  the  commander  he 
is  placed  in  command,  and  it  is  even  considered  essentially  necessary 
in  every  Navy  that  the  junior  Lieutenants  should  possess  all  the  req- 
uisite qualifications  of  an  executive  officer,  so  that  in  case  of  emer- 
gency he  might  fill  that  station  with  confidence,  how  often  has  it  been 
the  case  that  by  death  and  action  the  junior  officers  are  called  to  the 
command.  The  next  grade  of  sea  officers  are  the  Sailing  Masters,  this 
class  of  Officers  are  out  of  the  line  of  promotion  unless  for  some  merit- 
orious act  they  are  commissioned.  In  the  United  States  service  they 
were  selected  from  some  of  the  old  warrant  officers  who  had  from 
long  term  of  servitude  and  good  conduct  merited  some  distinction  but 
oftener  were  selected  from  Old  Officers  in  the  Merchant  service  as 
there  is  seldom  or  never  that  call  made  upon  them  for  that  minute 
knowledge  of  Naval  Tactics  which  is  requisite  in  a  Lieutenant;  their 
duty  being  that  of  the  Navigation  of  the  vessel  alone,  during  the  last 
ten  years  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  hav- 
ing formed  a  school  for  Junior  Officers  the  grade  of  sailing  Masters 
has  been  done  away  with  so  far  as  only  to  retain  the  few  who  were 
in  service,  and  the  Midshipmen  who  have  passed  an  examination  are 
appointed  as  acting  in  that  rank  until  they  are  commissioned  as 
Lieutenants. 

The  Surgeons,  Pursers  and  ^Clerks  could  at  all  times  be  selected 
from  the  Citizens  of  the  country. 

The  Masters-mates  and  Midshipmen  ought  neccessarily  be  appointed 
from  among  the  youth  of  our  own  country  and  too  much  care  cannot 
be  taken  with  their  Naval  Education  to  excite  their  emulation  in  their 
profession  they  have  chosen.  They  should  be  taken  under  the  im- 
mediate and  fostering  care  of  the  Government  and  Naval  Schools 
formed  for  instructing  them  in  the  various  branches  of  Mathematics, 
Geography,  Astronomy  and  other  sciences  appertaining  to  the  pro- 
fession of  a  Naval  Officer  for  they  must  at  some  future  day  be  com- 
manders in  the  service. —  The  other  warrant  officers  (Boatswains 
Gunners,  Carpenters  and  sailmakers,  should  be  appointments  left  at 
all  times  to  the  commander  in  chief  and  selected  by  him  from  among 
the  seamen  who  are  conversant  with  the  duties  required  of  them ;  the 
Petty  Officers  can  be  selected  by  the  different  commanders  from  their 
crews — as  they  alone  can  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  their 
qualifications.  In  selecting  the  seamen,  great  care  should  be  taken  to 
select  those  who  have  generally  served  on  board  of  vessels  of  War ;  too 
great  an  inducement  cannot  be  held  out  to  them  to  enlist  for  a  term 
not  less  than  Two  years —  The  manner  in  which  seamen  have  hereto- 
fore been  enlisted  into  the  service  for  a  term  of  Three  or  Four  months 
is  of  itself  injurious,  during  this  term  of  service  the  Officers  have  not 
time  to  become  acquainted  with  their  dispositions  and  characters,  or 
the  men  to  know  their  Officers  which  is  essentially  neccessary  for  the 
welfare  of  the  service;  as  our  country  is  as  yet  too  much  in  its  in- 
fancy to  seek  amongst  its  own  citizens  for  men  of  this  class — I  would 
advise  the  Government  to  seek  more  strenuously  for  them  among  those 
of  our  mother  country,  whose  Navy  and  commerce  form  the  best 
school  for  seamen  in  the  world.  —  I  would  call  the  attention  of  Gov- 
ernment to  prevent  abuse  from  those  under  whose  command  they 
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may  be  placed,  this  alone  can  be  done  by  forming  such  regulations  for 
the  general  guidance  of  the  service  that  it  will  leave  but  little  dis- 
cretionary power  in  the  hands  of  the  OflScera  but  will  bear  justly 
upon  the  whole ;  the  commanders  have  from  the  time  of  the  formation 
of  the  service  to  the  present  day,  almost  exclusively  adopted  regula- 
tions made  by  themselves  for  the  government  of  the  vessels  under 
their  command  and  have  prevented  by  the  formation  and  adoption 
of  those  several  regulations  that  unity  and  subordination,  so  very 
neccessary  to  a  Naval  service  The  Ordinary  seamen,  Landsmen  and 
Boys  can  be  to  a  great  extent  selected  from  among  our  own  citizens, 
the  latter  class  should  like  the  Junior  Offiieers  of  the  Navy  be  taken 
under  the  fostering  wing  of  the  Govrmt.  and  inducements  should  be 
held  out  for  the  sons  of  respectable  citizens  of  our  own  country  to 
enter  the  service  to  devote  their  youth  in  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  a 
prof€Ssix)n,  whis  [which]  is  one  cf  the  most  noble  and  daring  kind, 
and  growing  up  with  the  service  they  will  become  as  part  of  it.  its 
interests  and  glory  their  own,  they  will  become  the  terror  of  their 
enemies,  and  the  admiration  of  nations —  And  when  time  renders  that 
service  extensive,  they  will  bear  the  single  starred  banner,  to  the  gaze 
of  distant  nations  whose  eyes  have  never  yet  been  greeted  by  a  sight 
of  the  Flag  of  that  nation  which  has  in  so  short  a  time  driven  tyranny 
and  oppression  from  their  country  and  erected  a  government  similar 
to  that  which  a  half  century  ago  had  attracted  the  wonder  and  ad- 
miration of  the  world — 

I  would  ask  the  consideration  of  the  Government  to  a  branch  of  the 
service  which  from  some  cause  or  other  has  been  entirely  neglected. 
*tis  that  of  the  marine  Corps,  a  corps  which  from  its  employment  in 
other  navies,  must  evidently  add  to  the  dignity  and  strength  of  them 
in  time  of  action ;  a  well  drilled  body  of  soldiers  are  of  much  use  on 
the  deck  of  a  man  of  War,  either  in  repelling  boarders  from  the 
enemies  vessel,  or  being  stationed  about  the  ship.  They  pick  off  such 
oflBcers  and  men  as  may  from  their  courage  and  activity,  infuse  life 
and  vigour  to  an  attack  on  our  vessels ;  in  time  of  peace  their  presence 
either  in  a  Navy  Yard  or  vessel  tends  much  to  keep  up  that  discipline 
without  which  a  man  of  "War  is  but  little  better  than  a  pirate,  and  a 
Navy  Yard  but  an  expense  of  the  most  useless  kind  to  Government. 
The  corps  of  Marines  should  be  filled  and  OflScered  as  follows.  The 
whole  to  be  commanded  by  a  Captain  who  shall  be  stationed  in  the 
Navy  Yard  which  shall  be  considered  as  head  quarters  of  the  Corps. 
The  other  oflficers  are  1st.  and  2d.  Lieutenants,  the  latter  officers  are 
distributed  with  the  proper  compliment  of  men  on  board  of  ships 

Brigs  and  Schooners.    Viz — 

—  To  a  Ship  of  20  Guns  — 

1.  First  Lieutenant 

1.  Second      do 

2.  Sergeants  — 
2.  Corporals  — 
20.     Privates 
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To  a  Brig  of  16  Guns  — 

1.  First  Lieut  Commg. 

2.  Sergeants 
2.  Corporals 
16.    Privates 

To  a  Schooner  — 

1.    2d.  Lieutenant 

1.  Sergeant 

2.  Corporals 

10.  Privates 

To  a  Navy  Yard 

1.    Captain  Commanding  Marine  Corps  — 
1.    First  Lieutenant 
1.    Second     do 
56.    Privates 

11.  Non  Commipsioned  Officers 

In  a  case  of  mutiny  on  board  among  the  seamen  a  body  of  marines 
are  of  essential  service,  they  invariably  side  with  the  oflBcers  of  the 
vessel.  Several  instances  could  be  adduced  in  support  of  this  ob- 
servation when  through  the  Marine  Corps  mutinies  have  been  quelled 
on  board  of  men  of  War  —  but  space  and  time  are  not  allowed  for 
a  detail  of  them  That  feeling  of  enmity  which  always  exists  between 
the  seamen  and  Marines,  prevents  any  familliar  intercourse  between 
them;  their  hearty  hatred  of  each  other  causes  them  to  choose  dif- 
ferent sides  right  or  wrong  — 

I  will  now  conclude  with  the  present  condition  of  the  Navy  and  ask 
what  are  its  future  prospects  Shorn  of  its  pride  and  reduced  to  a 
state  which  is  truly  deplorable ;  to  rescue  it  from  which  will  require 
time,  toil,  and  judgment;  We  have  not  wanted  OflScers  of  skill  and 
judgment  in  our  Navy,  as  the  rapid  formation  of  the  service  shows. 
Also  the  selection  for  a  Navy  Yard  and  the  formation  of  it  in  so 
short  a  time  will  show  to  every  one  that  capabillity  and  judgment 
had  been  employed.  The  only  vessel  now  afloat  in  the  Naval  service, 
is  the  Potomac ;  as  much  as  we  are  opposed  to  the  plan  of  purchasing 
vesesls  worn  out  in  the -Merchant  service,  We  cannot  but  admire  the 
indefatigable  exertions  which  have  been  used  to  render  this  vessel 
efficient  as  a  Man  of  War  which  have  been  rewarded  in  some  degree. 
The  present  appearance  of  the  Potomac  fully  shows  notwithstanding 
all  exertions  which  have  been  used,  she  can  never  be  rendered  eflS- 
cient  as  a  Man  of  War  is  evident  to  every  one  acquainted  with  Naval 
Maritime  affairs.  —  There  has  been  a  great  want  of  energy  in  not 
putting  afloat  the  Schooner  Correo  which  yet  lies  a  monument  of  a 
reproach  and  indignation  to  the  Government.  This  vessel  which  was 
driven  ashore  in  the  Gale  of  1837  is  known  to  be  surpassed  by  none  for 
model  and  speed,  with  an  expense  but  trifling  when  compared  to  the 
service  she  would  render,  she  could  be  put  afloat  and  fitted  out  for 
sea,  she  could  be  employed  during  the  summer  months  as  a  school  of 
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practice  for  our  officers  and  seamen  on  our  coast,  and  as  a  cruiser  for 
protecting  the  revenue  from  encroachments  of  smugglers. 
It  would  also  have  the  good  effect  of  putting  an  end  to  the  suspense 
and  inactivity  which  prevades  every  portion  of  the  service;  two 
things  most  dreaded  by  the  Officer  and  seaman,  vrho  require  not  only 
bodily  exertion  but  that  of  the  mental  faculties  also  which  now  lies 
dormant  for  want  of  employment,  but  which  can  in  a  moment  be 
called  into  active  exercise  by  the  duties  required  on  board  of  sea  going 
vessels.  When  we  say  that  the  Naval  profession  in  this  country  has 
been  an  ill  requited  and  neglected  one.  it  is  only  necessary  to  compare 
it  to  the  army  and  recur  to  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  to- 
wards it  by  the  Govt,  the  one  fostered  with  care  and  solicitude,  the 
other  treated  with  contumely  and  neglect :  it  is  not  my  intention  to  say 
aught  in  disparagement  of  our  army  ?  No !  Tis  with  pride  that  I 
acknowledge  the  many  brilliant  achievements  performed  by  that  gal- 
lant branch  of  the  service,  which  truly  deserves  the  deepest  expres- 
sions of  gratitude  from  our  country.  We  can  too  in  our  Navy  boast  of 
having  had  officers  as  gallant  as  ever  guided  the  infant  steps  of  a 
Navy,  or  headed  boarders  in  a  Naval  engagement  with  an  enemy  of 
superior  force;  can  it  be  said  that  the  fault  rests  with  them,  that 
our  star  has  not  waived  in  victory  on  the  ocean  surely  not !  Yet  the 
ardent  thirst  for  distinction  and  glory  bums  as  brightly  in  their 
breasts  as  it  ever  did,  in  those  who  have  been  more  fortunate  in  meet- 
ing their  enemies. 

Never  from  the  day  on  which  the  shackles  of  oppression  were  shaken 
off  and  Texas  declared  an  independent  nation  have  we  had  a  vessel 
in  the  Naval  service  which  could  be  considered  as  an  efficient  vessel 
of  war,  notwithstanding  this,  men  were  found  willing  to  risk  their 
lives  and  professional  reputations  in  supporting  the  holy  cause  of 
Liberty  against  the  machinations  of  Tyranny,  priestcraft  and  super- 
stition, some  few  remain  in  service  at  the  present  time,  Yet  what  are 
they  to  expect?  bound  as  they  are  irretrievably  to  their  profession, 
unfitted  for  any  other.  Youth  exhausted,  health  undermined,  they  still 
languish  amid  contumely  &  neglect,  not  through  faults  of  their  own 
but  through  those  of  a  government  which  can  permit  its  coast  to  be 
the  cruising  ground  of  their  enemies  vessels.  Too  late  will  the  gov- 
ernment find  cause  of  regret  and  reproach  not  having  patronised  and 
fostered  their  Navy  while  in  its  infancy,  it.  may  now  be  said  to  be 
in  its  last  stage  and  it  will  require  a  long  and  tedious  attendance  ere 
it  assumes  a  state  which  can  add  glory  and  dignity  to  the  country. 
Our  commerce  must  of  course  be  small  whilst  it  is  struggling  for  its 
very  existence;  meantime  foreigners  must  enjoy  the  fruits  of  our 
industry  and  all  commerce  with  our  country  be  conducted  by  foreign 
merchants.  *Tis  to  the  future  administration  that  the  Nation  at 
large  looks  to  remedy  this  evil  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Navy  upon  a  basis  and  principle  which  will  enable  it  to 
become  respectable  in  the  eye  of  other  nations  and  also  of  utillity  to 
the  country 

The  above  remarks  were  ellicited  by  a  deep  feeling  of  interest  for 
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my  country  and  a  wish  to  see  her  assume  by  sea  the  rank  she  ought  to 
hold  in  the  grand  Scale  of  Nations. 

[Endorsed] 
Remark  upon  the  Navy 
its  formation  &c 


[In  pencil] 

Remarks 
on  the  —  navy  — 

No.  822 

1838  Oct.  1,  N.  B.  THOMPSON  TO  S.  HOUSTON 

San  Augustine  Oct  1st.  1838 
Sir 

I  herewith,  transmit  to  your  Ecellency  My  resignation  as  district 
attorney,  for  the  first  Judicial  District  of  the  Republic  of  Texas.  And 
hope  your  Excelly  will  receive  it  as  Such — 

The  principle  cause  of  My  resignation,  is  that  it  appears,  to  be  of  too 
Much  Monopoly  to  hold  one  office  of  profit  under  the  government,  also 
one  indirectly  under  the  government — These  ar[e]  my  reasons — . 

N.  B.  Thompson 
His  Ecellency 
Sam  Houston 
Nacogdoches. 
• 

[Addressed]  [  Endorsed] 

His  Excelency  N.  B.  Thompson  resignation 

Sam  Houston  District  Attorney 

Nacogdoches  Octr.  1st.  1838 

Texas 

No.  823 

1838  Oct,  2,  S[AMUEL]  RHOADS  FISHER,  MATAGORDA, 
[TEXAS],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Asking  for  the  appointment  of  Thomas  M.  Duke,  nephew  of  the 
late  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  '*our  first  constitutional  alcalde,"  as 
collector  of  Matagorda ;  his  friendship  for  Lamar ;  Houston  *s  obstinate 
refusal  to  appoint  him.     A.  L.  S.    2  p. 
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No,  824 

1838  Oct,  2,  JOHN  GARRETT,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  [MIRA- 

BEAU  BUONAPARTE],  LAMAR,   [OAK  GROVE, 

NEAR  HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Applying  for  the  position  of  private  secretary  to  Lamar  and  tutor 
to  his  daughter.    A.  N.  S.    2  p. 

No.  825 

1838  Oct.  3,  C.  W.  BUCKLEY,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  M[IRA- 

BEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  OAK  GROVE, 

[NEAR  HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Asking  Lamar's  advice  regarding  the  study  of  law  in  addition  to 
the  work  of  his  clerkship ;  the  prospects  of  the  mining  company  that 
brought  him  to  Texas.     A.  L.  S.    3  p. 

No.  826 

1838  Oct.  5,  J.  P.  HENDERSON  TO  [S.  HOUSTON] 

Paris  October  5th  1838 
My  Dear  Genl 

When  I  last  wrote  you  I  informed  you  that  I  had,  after  being  in- 
formed by  Count  Moli  that  he  was  preparing  a  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Texian  affairs  for  the  King  and  Cabinet,  agreed  to  await  their 
descision  upon  that  subject  accordingly  I  remained  quiet  until  about 
ten  days  since  when  supposing  them  to  have  had  sufficient  tifcae  to  con- 
sider the  matter  I  address  the  Count  a  note  urging  an  answer  to  my 
application  for  the  recognition  of  Texas.  In  a  few  days  I  received 
a  note  from  him  requesting  an  interview  with  me  at  the  Foreign 
Office.  I  attended  at  the  time  appointed  and  had  quite  a  satisfactory 
interview.  I  found  his  manner  greatly  altered  from  that  it  was  on 
all  other  occasions  I  had  seen  him.  He  was  evidently  in  a  fine  humour 
and  evinced  much  more  interest  than  formerly  in  relation  to  the 
affairs  of  Texas.  He  informed  me  that  his  Majestys  Govt,  was  not 
yet  prepared  to  give  me  a  definite  answer  upon  the  subject  of  the 
recognition  of  Texas.  That  soon  after  he  last  saw  me  (in  August  last) 
he  had  instructed  the  French  Minister  at  Washington  City  to  send 
one  of  his  Secretaries  to  Texas  to  enquire  into  and  report  upon  her 
whole  situation  to  his  Government  and  that  they  would  not  be  pre- 
pared to  give  me  a  decisive  answer  until  they  heard  from  him.  I 
answered  that  I  was  glad  to  hear  that  there  was  so  good  an  oppor- 
tunity offered  for  his  Govt,  to  inform  itself  of  the  capacity  of  Texas 
to  maintain  herself  as  an  independent  Nation  as  well  as  the  great 
advantage  France  would  derive  by  a  closer  connexion  with  her  That 
the  U.  S.  Government  had  pursued  that  course  before  they  recognized 
Texas.  I  had  informed  him  in  my  last  note  that  it  would  soon  become 
my  duty  to  leave  France  unless  I  could  obtain  a  favourable  answer 
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to  my  application  Therefore  I  supose  he  asked  me  how  soon  I  would 
be  compelled  to  leave.  I  then  candidly  informed  him  that  I  Was 
instructed  to  return  to  Texas  this  Fall  if  I  should  discover  that  I  could 
•effect  nothing  by  remaining  in  England  or  France  during  the  winter. 
He  then  observed  that  he  would  be  glad  if  I  would  not  leave  Paris 
yet — that  it  was  probable  his  Govt,  would  tvish  to  make  a  commer* 
cial  arrangement  with  Texas — ^that  they  would  immediately  take  that 
matter  into  consideration.  I  replied  that  I  would  remain  with  pleas- 
ure to  hear  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on  that  subject — that  it 
was  my  intention  to  make  the  proposition  in  a  more  formal  manner 
provided  I  saw  that  his  Govt,  was  likely  to  delay  recognition — ^that 
I  would  not  only  wait  for  their  descision  on  that  point  but  that  I 
would  remain  during  the  Winter  if  by  so  doing  I  could  effect  any 
good  for  Texas  &c  &c  You  will  see  what  has  passed  mote  fully  in  my 
dispatch^  which  will  reach  you  soon  after  this  as  it  can  come  only  by 
the  slow  mail  and  this  by  express.  I  have  submitted  the  commercial 
proposition  but  have  not  yet  received  an  answer 

Altogether  I  am  of  opinion  that  my  prospects  of  success  with  this 
Govt,  during  the  coming  winter  are  pretty  good.  Indeed  I  expect 
them  to  recognize  Texas  upon  the  receipt  of  their  Agents  report  pro- 
vided their  Affairs  withe  Mexico  remains  unsettled  at  that  time.  I 
shall  consequently  remain  here  unless  some  unfavorable  change  takes 
place.  Some  speculations  have  been  made  in  the  French  Newspapers 
upon  the  subject  of  the  probable  reception  &  treatment  which  the 
French  Citizens  now  residing  in  Mexico  would  meet  with  *'in  Texas" 
provided  they  are  compelled  to  leave  Mexico  by  a  long  [co]ntinuance 
of  the  Blockade  or  the  begi[nn]ing  of  war  between  the  two  countries 

The  French  love  a  little  flatery  and  you  can  do  Texas  great  good 
if  the  Blockade  is  still  kept  up  or  should  a  war  ensue ;  by  issueing  a 
formal  proclamation  inviting  all  the  citizens  of  France  who  are  suf- 
fering in  Mexico  or  are  likely  to  suffer  in  property  or  person  to 
come  with  their  effects  into  Texas  where  an  assylum  and  hearty  wel- 
come will  be  given  them.  If  such  a  thing  is  done  by  proclamation  or 
in  your  Message  to  Congress  or  by  Congress  it  will  produce  a  good 
effect  on  the  French  public  and  will  not  go  unnoticed  by  the  Govt, 
because  they  are  a  good  deal  allarmed  for  the  safty  of  their  citizens 
in  Mexico. 

Tours  Truly 
J  Pinckney  Henderson 

P.  S.  I  am  sorry  that  Genl  Hamilton  was  not  appointed  one  of  the 
Agents  to  sell  the  Texian  bonds.  I  lately  learned  from  a  gentleman  in 
England  that  Genl.  H  could  have  negotiated  them  at  7^^  per-cent 
in  Liverpool.  He  is  well  known  in  England  as  an  iminent  financier 
and  statesman  and  that  very  fact  would  have  insured  the  success  of 
anything  he  touched.    He  wrote  me  upon  his  first  arrival  in  London 

'Printed  In  Garrison,  G.  P.,  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the  Republic 
of  Texas,  II.  1220. 
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and  said  that  he  thought  he  could  assist  the  commissioners  if  they 
came  over 

J.  P.  H 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Express  Mail  Hon.  J.  Pinckney  Henderson 

To  His  Excellency  Paris  Octr.  5th  1838 
The  Presidint 

of  Texas  Official 

Care  of               City  of  Houston  Reed,  at  the  Consulate  N.  Y. 

Sam  Ricker  Dec.  4th./38 

Agent  Texian  P.  O  C  H  Poibes 

New  Orleans  &  C. 

No.  827 

1838  Oct  6,  JOHN  E.  GRAHAM,  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS, 

TO   MIRABEAU  BfUONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

His  own  history  since  their  last  association  in  Cahawba,  Alabama; 
his  present  situation  and  roving  disposition;  inquiry  regarding  the 
possibility  of  securing  an  appointment  as  surveyor-general  in  some 
division;  his  desire  for  land  speculation.     A.  L.   S.     3  p. 

No.  828 

1838  Oct.  8,  JOHN  T.  ANDREWS  AND  OTHERS,  BATH, 

STEUBEN  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK,   TO  MIRABEAU 

B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

The  life  and  career  of  Ffrancis]  Moore,  Jr.,  of  the  TelegrapK 
prior  to  his  removal  from  New  York  to  Texas;  replying  to  a  charge 
of  crime  in  the  Bulletin  as  quoted  in  the  Telegraph  of  Aug.  28  and 
Sept.  1.     L.  S.     2  p. 

No.  829 

1838  Oct,  9,  JO[H]N  S.  EVANS,  GALVESTON,   [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

The  payment  of  a  custom-house  bond  given  by  himself  and  John 
P.  Huntington  and  indorsed  by  Lamar.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  830 

1838  Oct.  9,  W[ILLIA]M  RAY  GILMER,  MATAGORDA, 

[TEXAS],  TO   MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Congratulations;  application  for  a  position.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 
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No.  831 

1838  Oct  10,  T.  J.   GREEN  TO   J.   A.   WHARTON 

Wilmin^on  No.   Ca. 
Oetr.  10th.  1838. 
My  Dear  Wharton, 

After  sailing  from  Velaseo  on  the  25th  of  August,  we  were  out  26 
days  to  St.  Marks  Florida  and  suffered  every  thing  else  than 
absolute  Strangling  and  was  one  of  the  few  vessels  not  lossed  in 
the  long  September  gale.  This  unexpected  delay  will  consequently 
throw  me  back  and  I  shall  not  be  able  to  reach  Houston  until  the 
20th  to  25th.  next  month— 

So  far  as  I  can  learn  from  the  tone  of  political  feeling  in  the 
South,  the  application  by  Florida  for  admission  this  Winter  and 
its  allmost  certain  rejection  will  bring  about  a  crisis  which  will 
make  this  confederacy  two.  Under  these  circumstances  if  admis- 
sion be  still  the  voice  of  the  people  of  Texas (  which  I  doubt)  the 
natural  question,  is,  whether  our  continuance  of  the  application  after 
a  preemptory  rejection,  is  not  more  detrimental  to  our  character 
and  dignity,  than  by  any  possibility  useful. 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion  you  should  unhesitatingly  withdraw  it. 
If  you  desire  France  and  Great  Britain  to  recognize  you,  withdraw 
it,  and  simultaneously  with  that  withdrawal  take  the  locks  and 
Keys  off  your  ports,  leave  them  as  open  as  when  God  made 
them,  in  the  Same  hour  send  a  Minister  to  each,  then  all  your 
points  will  be  filled.  Act  thus  and  you  act  wisely — the  argument 
must  be  to  the  pocket  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  heart  of  France. 

It  will  indeed  be  a  pickayune  policy  to  Urge  the  want  of  reverence, 
against  the  abolition  of  your  Tariff.  What  has  your  Tariff  done 
for  you?  Has  it  restored  your  treasury  circulation  to  a  money 
value  as  was  promised?  Has  it  filled  your  public  coffers?  It  has 
paid  into  your  treasury  a  few  thousand  dollars  of  that  stuff,  which 
your  Secretary  may  make  in  a  hour  and  a  like  amount  into  the 
pockets  of  the  Tax  gatherers,  whom  are  the  only  ones  benefitted  by 
the  tribute.  But  its  greatest  home  nuisance  is,  that  it  places  a  specious 
pretext  in  the  hands  of  the  merchant  to  extortion  upon  the  cus- 
tomer in  the  prices  of  his  goods — its  greatest  political  objection 
is,  that  it  levies  25  pr.  cent  upon  British  and  50  pr.  cent  upon 
French  industry  at  the  same  time  you  are  piteously  holding  forth 
your  hands  to  those  Nations  to  acknowledge  your  existance.  Most 
political  economist  contend,  that  the  whole  import  tax  is  paid  by 
the  consumer — all  agree,  that  the  greatest  portion  is  paid  by  that 
class.  In  Texas  all  are  consumers.  In  fact  it  is  a  system  poorly  suited 
to  the  production  of  the  raw  material,  and  fit  only  for  the  protection 
of  manufactures  and  the  robery  rights  of  strong  governments. 

You  may  very  naturally  ask,  how  are  the  annual  expences  of  the 
government  to  be  defrayed.  To  this  I  answer,  that  the  confidence 
of  all  good  men  at  home  and  friends  abroad  will  rally  to  the  stand- 
ard of  the  New  administration  and  give  it  a  moral  character  and 
elevation  which  is  commonly  called  national  faith,  this  with  the 
proper  appointment  will  procure  you  any  amount  of  money  from 
abroad;  then  we  will  be  poorly  entitled  to  the  Name  of  auNation, 

16-Llbrary.  ^  9'^'^^^  ^^  ^^^St 
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if  a  proper  land  office  and  direct  tax  system,  cannot  create  a  sinking 
fund  to  meet  the  loan  and  pay  our  annual  family  expences  . 

My  time  admonishes  me  that  this  letter  must  not  grow  into  a 
political  one,  I  set  down  to  drop  you  a  line  by  the  way,  but  so  well 
satisfied  am  I  of  the  truth  of  these  imperfect  hints,  I  beg  you  to 
lay  them  before  President  Lamar;  for,  it  is  from  the  free  and  un- 
bought  opinions  of  his  friends  that  he  must  hope  to  gather  such 
council  as  will  crown  his  administration  with  honour  and  success. 

I  am  most  respectfully 
Your  friend  truly. 

Thos.  I.  Green. 
Genl.  John  A.  Wharton.  M.  C. 
City  of  Houston 
Texas. 

(copy 
[Endorsed] 

(Copy) 
From  Thos.  I.  Green, 

To 
Hon.  John  A.  Wharton 

No.  832 

1838  Oct.  10,  T.  J.  GREEN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Wilmington   No.   Ca. 
10th.  Octr.  1838. 
My  Dear  Genl. 

I  have  delayed  up  to  this  time  from  unavoidable  causes  in  ten- 
dering you  and  though  [through]  you  to  our  fair  and  beloved  young 
country,  my  congratulations  upon  your  elevation  to  the  highest 
honour  and  office  in  her  gift — that  she  will  flourish  under  your  guard- 
ianship and  increase  rapidly  in  physical  and  moral  power  I  have  the 
fullest  confidence — that  she  deserves  so  to  do  we  feel  more  sencibly 
since,  from  her  very  birth  she  has  had  in  the  mal  rule  of  a  corrupt 
Man  a  fungus  upon  her  energies  weighing  her  low  down  in  human 
degradation — ^We  have  indeed  passed  a  fearful  ordeal  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  one  whose  monstrous  enormities  caused  all  good  men  to 
shun  him  as  a  pestilence  and  left  him  in  the  hands  of  the  wicked. 
Let  us  now  profit  by  the  past  and  contemplate  the  bright  side  of  the 
picture.  I,  for  one  who  loveth  Texas  as  a  young  bride,  do  so  with 
a  heart  full  of  gladness,  I  look  upon  her  as  regenerated  and  delivered 
from  the  devil,  and  am  ready  in  the  fullness  of  my  soul  to  embrace, 
love,  and  serve  her. 

I  am  with  sincere  respect 
Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar.  your  obt.  huml.  Servt. 

Pres  elect  of  Texas  Thos.  I.  Green. 

Houston.  [rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar.  Thos.  I.  Green 

Housten.  Willmington  N.  C. 

Texas  Oct  10th.  1838 

Care  of  Jas.  Reed  &  Co.  Private 


New  Orleans 
Lou. 
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No.  833 

1838  Oct.  10,  JO[H]N  B.  DAWSON,  ST.  FRANCISVILLE, 

[LOUISIANA?],  TO  MIRABEAU  [BUONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  William  Patterson.    A.  L.  S.  1  p. 

No.  834 

1838  Oct.  10,  E.  S.  BUNKER  TO  J.  L.  BOGERT,  [NEW  ORLEANS, 

LOUISIANA] 

(copy) 

New  York  October  10th.  1838— 
Dear  Sir 

I  went  yesterday  on  board  of  your  steam  Packet  Cuba  to  examine 
her,  as  an  Inspector  under  the  late  law  of  Congress.  I  was  very 
much  gratified  to  find  her  appear  like  a  strong,  substantial  well  built 
vessel,  with  an  Engine  &  two  Copper  boilers  of  excellent  workmanship. 
The  Engine  &  boilers  appear  to  be  weU  fastened  to  the  vessel,  appar- 
ently beyond  the  reach  of  possibility  of  being  moved  from  their  founda- 
tion by  the  shock  of  a  sea.  Your  Cabins  &  appendages  are  well  fitted 
up  &  appear  to  be  as  comfortable  &  pleasant  as  any  that  I  have  seen 
intended  for  sea  navigation.  In  regard  to  her  dimensions  I  think 
them  as  well  proportioned  as  any  that  has  sailed  from  this  port,  and, 
taking  her  in  whole  I  think  her  well  adapted  to  the  navigation  of  our 
Coast,  &  should  think  her  as  safe  a  subject  for  an  Insurance  Office 
as  any  other  ship  of  her  class.  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  &  your 
associates  in  the  possession  of  this  fine  packet  &  hope  you  will  reap 
the  benefit  Sought  for  in  the  enterprise — 
To  I  am  very  truly  your  friend. 

James  L  Bogert  Esq.  signed      Elihu  S.  Bunker — 

No.  835 

1838  Oct.  11,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

New  York  Oct  11th  1838 
^My  Dear  Sir — 

On  my  arrival  in  this  City  in  the  Great,  Western  from  England  I 
met  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  your  almost  unanimous  election  to 
the  Presidency  of  Texas  which  I  am  sure  will  redound  to  her  interests 
and  your  honor. — 

I  was  sorry  to  find  at  my  arrival  here,  that  Messrs.  Burnley  & 
Williams  had  failed  in  negociating  the  Loan  in  the  U.  S — and  regret 
that  the  prospect  is  equally  gloomy  in  having  any  thing  effectually 
done  at  present  in  Europe. 

To  insure  success  to  the  effort  of  securing  you  a  Loan  on 

advantageous  terms — ^Your  government  ought  to  withdraw  its  appli- 
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cation  for  annexation  after  which  our  President  ought  to  respond  [  t] 
in  the  kindest  feelings  towards  your  Republic  and  indicate  his  entire 
conviction  of  your  ability  to  maintain  your  independence  to  establish 
the  wisest  peaceful  institutions — I  think  this  might  be  arranged  & 
that  the  Leaders  of  all  Parties  in  Congress  might  be  induced  on  the 
President's  message  to  speak  of  Texas  in  a  tgne  of  the  highest  confi- 
dence— this  I  think  would  bring  about  a  recognition  of  your  Inde- 
pendence by  G.  B. — I  saw  &  dined  with  Lord  Palmerston  the  Secy 
for  Foreign  affairs  in  England  and  had  a  long  conversation  with 
him  to  which  he  listened  with  great  interest  &  attention  respecting 
the  situation  of  Texas  &  the  means  of  maintaining  herself  not  only 
against  Mexico  but  I  believed  any  European  Power.  I  should  like 
on  any  fit  occasion  to  follow  up  the  impulse  which  I  thus  give  to  his 
Lordship  on  this  subject. — These  enternal  matters  arranged  Your 
Loan  should  be  passed  with  special  guarantee  acts  setting  aside 
certain  sources  of  revenue  or  specific  funds  for  the  redemption  of 
the  Loan.  The  Bonds  should  be  signed  by  yourself  &  countersigned 
by  your  Secy,  of  the  Treasury  with  the  Seal  of  your  Republic  at- 
tached to  each  Bond — and  not  by  your  commissioners.  They  should 
not  contain  an  obligation  to  pay  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  6  per 
Cent,  although  they  might  be  sold  from  necessity  at  a  discount  which 
would  make  the  interest  10  prCent  per  annum. — 

But  above  all  your  Ports  should  not  he  blockaded  this  Winter. 

I  have  felt  this  so  sensibly  that  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  arrange 
the  means  for  your  Commissioners  purchasing  a  Marine  steamer  in 
Philadelphia  in  which  I  hope  to  succeed,  but  for  the  intervention  of 
some  disaster  I  think  I  shall.  In  case  I  do  the  Boat,  completely 
armed  will  be  with  you  by  the  1st  Jany.  if  not  before. — 

But  I  deem  it  vital  to  the  prospect  of  obtaining  aid  of  a  pecuniary 
character  for  Texas  in  Europe,  that  the  Tone  of  your  Inaugural 
address  or  Message  should  be  marked  by  great  moderation  that  you 
should  rather  speak  of  the  augmenting  prosperity  of  the  Country 
than  what  the  sword  is  to —  [accomplish]  of  your  great  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  establishment  of  the  great  Institutions  of  peace — to  wit  those 
which  secure  to  a  people  the  stability  of  prosperity;  the  obligation 
of  Contracts  the  administration  of  justice  and  the  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge by  a  well  digested  scheme  of  public  education — I  would  speak 
little  of  conquest  &  of  IVIexico  rather  as  a  foe  to  be  coerced  should 
she  be  insensible  to  the  obligations  of  justice.  By  these  means  you 
may  be  able  to  raise  money  enough  in  Europe  to  dictate  the  terms  of 
Peace  in  her  Capital  in  eighteen  months. — 

— As  I  have  some  Lands  to  look  after  in  Texas  and  desire  very  much 
to  see  my  friend  Bee  if  no  untoward  event  should  intervene  I  hope 
to  be  in  Texas  between  the  1st  &  15t.  Dec,  when  it  would  afford  me 
much  pleasure  to  have  the  honor  of  paying  you  my  respects  in 
person. — 

I  was  sorry  that  my  friend  Bee  should  have  felt  so  much  encitement 
[excitement]  in  regard  to  Genl.  Houston's  act  appointing  me  to 
negociate  the  Loan  &  thus  to  quit  his  Cabinet — He  was  quite  right 
to  appoint  whom  he  pleased  and  to  reject  my  projects  or  not  as  he 
considered  for  the  best  interests  of  his  own  Goverment. — 
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— As  I  ascertained  from  the  first  Broker  in  London  that  the  London 
Bankers  could  not  negociate  the  Loan  for  less  than  8  or  10  prCent 
I  have  sent  a  certificate  of  this  fact  to  Mr  Smith  I  am  sure  Presdt. 
Houston  will  not  now  think  that  I  intended  to  gormandize  immense 
profits  out  of  the  Transaction. — 

I  was  exceedingly  successful  in  the  negociation  of  my  South  Caro- 
lina Loan,  &  have  among  the  London  Bankers  made  some  highly 
valuable  financial  friends  &  correspondents. — 

Wishing  you  all  public  &  private  honor  &  prosperity,  for  from 
my  intimacy  with  your  friends  &  relatives  in  Georgia  I  feel  that  we 
are  already  acquainted  I  remain. — 

My  Dear  Sir 
with  sincere  esteem 
Genl.  Lamar —  Very  respectfully 

Presdt.  elect  of  —Your  Obt  Sert.— 

Texas. —  J.  Hamilton 

[rubric] 
P  S.    This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Judge  Woodward,  a  friend  of 
Texas  and  a  highly  respectable  and  intelligent  gentleman  whom  I 
desire  to  introduce  to  your  acquaintance 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

General  Qenl.  J.  Hambleton 

^Mirabeau  Lamar.  N  York  11th.  Oct  1838 

Presdt.  elect  of  Official. 

Texas.— 
Houston 
Texas 
Hand  by  ) 

Judge  Woodward    ) 

No.  836 

1838  Oct,  14,  T.  J.  ALSBURY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Live  Oaks  Oct  14th.  1838. 
Rio  Brazos 
Dear  Genl 
Oak  Oroove 

I  wrote  to  my  Brother  in  St.  Antonia  in  June  Last  to  Collect 
all  the  information  Relative  to  the  Storming  of  Bexar  with  a  Plat 
of  the  Town  &c  and  send  it  to  me  expecting  long  befor  this  to  have 
had  the  Honour  of  complying  with  your  request  at  the  same  time  to 
have  sent  y[ou]  agreeable  to  promise  the  following  statement — from 
some  cause  I  have  not  as  yet  Received  the  above  Information — ^which 
I  hope  will  be  sufficient  excuse  for  my  not  writing  sooner  in  giving 
you  a  statement  of  facts  in  Relation  to  Self  &  Family  I  feel  incapable 
of  doing  the  subject  Justice  but  feeling  confident  that  you  will  make 
allowances  for  me  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  writing — in  taking  up  my 
pen  to  write  you  I  cannot  help  indulging  the  wish  that  it  was  in  my 
Power  to  give  you  a  History  of  Events  that  have  transpired  since  1824 
at  which  time  my  Father  moved  to  this  Eden  of  the  World  it  would 
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divert  if  not  Edify  you  Some  timfe]  betwen  th[e]  15th  and  20  of 
March  1836  genl  Houston  R[e]  treated  before  an  inferior  forse  of  the 
Enemy  from  the  Colorado  to  the  Brazos  River  there  was  four 
Brothers  of  us  in  the  Army  at  the  time  Ready  to  avenge  the  death's 
of  the  Immortal  Band  who  so  nobly  feel  at  the  Allamo.  I  left  my 
Mother  and  Sisters  and  little  Nephew  6  years  of  age  with  the  hope 
of  returning  soon  with  spirits  as  Boyant  as  aire — fearing  Genl 
Houston  would  Retreat  beyond  the  Brazos  I  aplied  for  and  Received 
a  furlow  to  Return  home  immagine  my  feelings  on  my  arrival  home 
at  finding  no  trase  of  my  Family  not  knowing  but  they  were 
destroyed  for  I  had  Reason  to  fear  both  Indians  &  Negroes  their 
were  a  great  Many  in  the  Neighbourhood  I  found  my  Family  at 
Capt  Splans  5  miles  distant  where  my  Friend  Pleasant  Bull  had 
taken  them  who  was  making  preparations  to  Rimove  them  with 
Capt  Splanes  Family  to  the  East  Mr  Bull  was  the  only  gentleman 
in  the  neighborhood  at  that  time  Left  as  a  suitable  Purson  to  keep 
the  Negroes  in  subjection  it  is  due  the  gentleman  and  I  would  beg 
leave  to  state  He  was  in  nearly  every  engagement  with  the  Enemy 
and  was  One  of  the  few  who  acted  so  nobly  at  the  Storming  of 
Bexar  my  Friend  &  I  concluded  to  go  to  Galveston  Island  by  the 
way  of  Messrs  Morris  &  Edwards  at  the  mouth  of  Clear  Creek  on 
Galveston  Bay  we  left  on  the  first  day  of  Aprile  we  arrived  on 
Chocolate  Bayou  on  the  third  day  in  the  morning  encampt  near  Coin 
Halls  stock  Farm  where  I  must  confess  I  felt  mortified  at  seeing  so 
manny  distinguished  and  able  men  on  the  Plains  of  Chocolate  Bayou 
when  they  should  have  been  on  the  Plains  of  San  Jacinto  thinks  I 
to  myself  here  is  Officers  enough  to  command  a  Regiment  there  was 
Coin  W.  D.  C.  Hall  Coin  W  T  Austin  Capt  W  Hall  Lieut  G  Hall 
with  their  aids  white  and  Black  too  numerous  to  mention — on  the  4th 
I  proceded  on  my  Journey  Leaving  my  Friend  to  make  some  Provi- 
sions for  Mrs  Splane  who  was  Left  with  out  the  means  of  preceding 
on  her  Journey  Coin  Hall  having  claimed  and  taken  possession  of 
her  teams  I  arrived  on  the  Bay  on  the  6th  in  the  morning  my  Family 
verry  much  fatigued  having  suffered  not  a  little  for  the  want  of 
watter  we  were  welcomed  by  Our  Friends — Mr  Monro  Edwards  was 
on  the  eve  of  starting  to  the  United  States  with  his  and  Mr  Morris'es 
Family  Leaving  his  Brother  &  BrotherinLaw  IVtr  Morris  in  charge 
of  betwen  one  and  two  hundred  Negroes  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
Island  if  compeld  to  move  a  short  time  after  I  left  Chocolate  my 
Friend  took  sick  with  the  fever  when  Mrs  Splane  was  left  to  pro- 
vide for  her  self  She  left  her  Negroes  and  on  horse  back  with  her 
little  daughter  behind  her  She  rode  to  Linch's  Ferry  Coin  Hall 
and  his  Party  hearing  the  Enemy  had  Crossed  the  Brazos  made  a 
forsed  March  for  the  Sabbine  he  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Clear 
Creek  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  and  brought  in  one  of  his  waggons 
my  Friend  deranged  with  the  Fever  I  took  him  to  Mr  Morriss's 
house  where  [we]  endeavored  to  restore  him — on  the  morning  of 
the  17th  Coin  Hall  rode  to  Washington  10  miles  above  us  and  then 
asserrtained  that  the  Enemy  were  at  Sims's  Bayou  he  made  arrange- 
ments with  Capt  Moor  who  was  on  the  Eve  of  starting  to  the  Island 
to  call  by  and  take  them  &  their  effects  to  the  Island  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th  the  Schooner  anchored  of  the  mouth  of  Clear  creek 
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Coin  Hall  and  his  Party  soon  had  their  Family's  on  Board  after 
which  they  were  ordered  by  Capt  Moore  to  Edwards  Point  10  miles 
below  on  the  Bay  them  to  a  wate  his  arrival  in  the  evening  of  the 
Same  day  stating  that  after  Passing  Red  Fish  Bar  he  would  take 
them  on  Board — the  Schooner  set  sail  and  the  Coin  &  his  Party 
started  for  the  Point  about  10  ocloc  A.  Ml  from  the  fact  of  my 
Friend  being  too  unwell  to  move  and  not  knowing  the  Danger  I 
was  in  for  Cojn  Hall  took  good  care  to  keep  it  consealed  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  to  wait  a  more  favourable  opportunity  a  bout  twelve 
Oclock  the  Same  day  Maj  Brigham  called  on  his  way  to  join  Coin 
Hall  and  informed  us  that  the  Enemy  were  at  Sim 's  Bayou  the  last 
accounts  and  buried  on  to  overtake  Coin  Hall  Mr  Stanley  who  was 
living  with  Mr  IMorriss  Started  immediately  to  Washington  to  pro- 
cure a  Boat  to  convey  us  to  the  Island  he  had  not  gone  more  than 
five  miles  when  he  discovered  a  Party  of  Mexicans  15  or  20  in  No 
he  buried  back  to  inform  us  of  the  fact  I  sprang  out  of  my  bed 
where  I  was  lying  verry  unwell  I  saddled  three  horses  for  my 
Mother  &  Sisters  yoked  up  the  Oxen  hiched  them  to  Slide  put  4  or  5 
trunks  some  little  provision  upon  wich  I  laid  a  bed  and  there  on  my 
Friend  deranged  with  the  fever  by  this  time  Mr  Morriss  &  Edwards 
had  thire  Negroes  ferryed  a  cross  the  mouth  of  Clear  Creek  I  soon 
Crossed  over  and  started  for  the  Point  calculating  to  Join  Coin  Hall 
in  time  to  get  on  Board  the  Sane  Schooner — Messrs  Morriss  Edwards, 
&  Stanley  took  the  Boat  a  yall  up  the  Bay  opposite  the  House  with 
the  view  of  getting  their  trunks  and  meeting  us  at  the  Point  by 
watter  they  landed  and  came  verry  near  being  cut  off  from  their 
Boat  and  was  not  in  time  to  get  their  trunks — I  had  not  proceded 
more  than  2  miles  when  I  was  overtaken  by  a  Negroe  who  told  me 
the  Mexicans  were  preparing  to  cross  the  Creek  on  a  Raft  I  told  my 
Mofther]  &  Sisters  to  Ride  on  to  the  Point  and  inform  Coin  Hall  of 
the  fact  one  of  my  Sisters  Remained  with  me  against  all  my  entrea- 
ties I  immediately  drew  out  of  the  Slide  as  I  drove  a  long  the 
trunks  &c  scattering  them  for  a  half  mile  on  the  Road  in  order  to 
lighten  the  load  and  divert  my  Enemy  which  in  my  opinion  was  all 
that  Saved  me  as  I  learned  by  Messrs  Morriss  Edwards  &  Stanley 
that  they  could  see  the  Mexicans  from  their  yall  on  the  Bay  to  stop 
and  open  the  trunks  which  give  me  time  to  arrive  at  the  Point 
it  was  dark  when  I  arrived  I  found  my  Mother  &  Sister  verry 
unhappy  believing  we  were  overtaken  by  the  Enemy  &  Coin  Hall  & 
his  Party  were  mounted  on  their  horses  Ready  to  Runn  in  the  event 
of  the  Enemy  making  their  appearance  before  the  Schooner  should 
arrive  I  endeavored  to  persuade  Coin  Hall  &  his  Party  to  make 
preparations  to  Receive  the  Enemy  believeing  they  would  attack  us 
that  night  or  soon  in  the  morning  but  I  soon  discovered  thire  was 
no  hopes  I  believed  and  alwais  Shall  believe  that  if  one  Mexican  had 
made  his  appearance  the  Coin  would  have  lost  Sight  of  his  advanta- 
gious  Situation  and  took  to  flight  Our  Situation  was  such  that  we 
could  have  defended  our  Selves  against  twenty  times  our  number 
about  nine  oclo  the  Coin  and  I  Rode  up  the  Bay  we  had  not  pre- 
ceded more  than  a  mile  when  the  Coin  discovered  a  Mexican  a  head 
of  us  it  was  dim  Star  light  the  Coin  fired  I  neither  heard  him  groan 
fall  or  runn  we  returned  no  Schoonr  or  yaJl  as  yet  arrived  the  Coin 
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looseing  all  hopes  of  Relief  in  that  quarter  made  a  forsed  March 
for  Dollan  Point  leaving  me  to  defend  the  Post  but  I  chose  to  buffet 
the  waves  Rather  than  contend  against  a  host  my  Self  alone  altho 
Doct  Galigan  was  with  me  I  felt  like  one  deserted  you  may  immagine 
my  feelings  at  seeing  my  aged  Mother  Sisters  little  Nephew  &  dying 
Friend  in  so  dangerous  a  situation  after  Looking  in  Vain  for  Logs 
to  make  a  Raft  to  convey  my  Family  &  Friend  to  Redfish  Bar  which 
I  knew  was  off  that  Point  some  where  I  fortunately  thought  of  the 
Slide  which  I  found  would  answer  my  Purpose  I  hauled  it  in  to  the 
watter  and  verry  fortunately  got  some  plank  that  had  been  brought 
to  the  Point  for  the  purpose  of  building  which  I  laid  on  the  Slide 
and  with  my  bridles  cut  apart  &  my  ox  Rope  I  confined  the  plank  to 
the  cross  cross  [sic]  pieces  which  formed  a  tollerable  good  Raft  at 
least  I  thought  it  so  and  felt  as  proud  of  it  as  a  merchant  man  does 
his  Ships  at  Sea — it  was  about  12  ocl  P  M  when  I  completed  my 
Raft  no  Smuglers  were  ever  more  quiet  than  we  were  on  this  occa- 
sion my  Family  were  soon  on  the  Raft  with  the  assistance  of  Doct 
Galigan  I  laid  my  sick  Friend  on  the  Raft  when  they  were  all  seated 
I  pushed  the  Raft  before  me  in  the  direction  as  I  thought  Red  Fish 
Bar  lay  I  had  not  gone  far  when  I  discovered  the  Raft  was  too  weak 
to  bear  the  wait  and  for  fear  of  missing  my  course  it  being  verry 
dark  I  came  to  the  conclusion  to  Return  to  Shore  and,  wait  untill 
day.  I  hauled  the  Raft  up  in  shoal  watter  where  we  Sit  untill  day 
I  thought  that  all  the  difficulties  and  privations  that  I  had  met  with 
in  Texas  for  13  years  was  not  to  be  compared  to  that  night  the  18th 
of  Apr  1836  when  day  dauned  I  was  unable  to  manage  the  Raft 
having  taken  20  grains  of  callomel  the  morning  before  I  thought  of 
my  Oxen  and  hiched  then  to  the  Same  chane  by  which  they  had 
hauled  the  Slide  on  land  and  with  the  ox  bow  in  my  Right  hand  and 
the  end  of  the  Short  Rope  that  was  a  Round  the  ox's  horn  in  my 
left  hand  I  steared  my  course  for  the  Bar  waiding  and  Swiming 
alternately  when  we  gained  the  Bar  I  was  not  long  in  hoisting  a 
Signal  on  one  of  the  planks  taken  from  the  Raft  there  were  several 
Schooners  lying  at  anchor  a  mile  distant  they  sent  their  yalls  to  our 
Relief  I  took  my  Oxen  to  the  Shore  with  the  calculation  of  getting 
our  only  trunk  that  was  left  on  shore  but  was  disappointed  the  Afri- 
cans that  were  on  the  Point  had  broke  open  the  the  [sic]  trunk  and 
Robed  it  of  its  contents  and  started  back  home  not  knowing  our 
Reasons  for  Running  thy  being  Raw  decendents  of  Africa  Imported 
but  a  short  time  before  this — we  were  now  left  with  out  a  change 
of  Clothes — by  the  severel  yalls  that  came  I  was  taken  to  the 
Schooner  Flash  and  my  Family  to  the  Schooner  Shanandoah  my  being 
absent  on  Shore  was  the  cause  of  our  being  separated  three  days 
when  my  Family  informed  the  Relatives  of  Coin  Hall  &  his  Party 
of  his  flight  down  the  Bay  they  went  in  pursuit  of  then  thy  Raised 
the  Indian  Sign  and  was  relieved  from  all  their  fears  and  arrived 
at  the  Island  on  the  22nd  in  the  morning  on  my  arival  on  the  Island 
I  found  then  in  great  confusion  and  verry  much  dissatisfied  the 
Soldiers  were  anxious  to  Join  Houston  and  it  was  agreed  that  they 
should  by  a  Steam  Boat  Passage  the  Harris  Burg  from  there  Join 
Genl  Houston  and  the  Familyes  to  gow  to  the  United  States  on  the 
several  Schooners  I  left  the  Island  in  the  evening  of  the  22nd  of 
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April  1836  before  the  news  cane  of  the  ever  memorable  Battle  of  the 
21st.  I  was  anxious  to  get  my  Friend  to  New  Orleans  where  where 
[sic]  I  could  procure  medical  aid  for  him  but  my  Friend  was  too 
weak  to  Stand  a  Sea  Voyage  He  departed  this  Life  on  the  27th  of 
April  1836  at  Sea  and  was  consigned  to  his  wattery  grave  verry 
much  Lamented  by  all  who  knew  Him  except  the  unfeeling  Wretches 
before  mentioned  whom  he  had  befriended  so  often  Dear  Genl  I 
fear  I  shall  have  tired  your  Patience  allready  and  will  close  the 
Subject  with  the  hope  that  you  will  have  a  better  Opinion  of  some 
of  the  Gentleman  herein  named  than  your  Humble  Servant  has  and 
please  excuse  my  imperfections — and  believe  me  to  be  with  seuti- 
ment's  of  Esteem  and  Honour  your 
Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar —  Your  devoted  Serv 

President  of  the  Republick  Thos.  J.  Alsbury 

of  Texas 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Big  Creek  R.  [         ].  Thomas  J.  Alsbury 

Double  Paid    50 

Free 
Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar 
Houston 

Texas 

No.  837 

1838  Oct.  16,  A.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Natchez  Mississippi  Octr.  16th.l838 
Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar 
Houston 

Texas. 

Dear  Sir 

I  congratulate  you,  on  the  success  of 
your  election  to  the  Executive  Office  of  the  new  and  important 
Republic  of  Texas. 

I  have  always  felt  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  the  junior  nation  over  which  you  have  been  called 
to  preside.  The  rise  of  Texas  to  her  present  station  among  other 
nations  of  the  world  may  be  considered  one  of  the  greatest  phe- 
nomena of  the  age,  in  which  we  live.  And  whatever  career  may  be 
marked  out,  as  that  in  which  she  is  destined  to  move, — whatever  her 
future  history  may  be,  or  her  future  prosperity  or  adversity,  yet  in 
any  event,  her  story  will  fill  an  important  and  interesting  page  of 
history. — The  eyes  of  mankind,  civilized  and  elightened,  by  the, 
times  that  surround  him,  are  upon  Texas  and  her  movements.  It 
has  been  said  a  thousand  times,  that  poor  weak  man  was  incapable 
of  self  Government.  And  that  a  period  had  arrived  in  the  affairs  of 
the  United  States,  when  this  assertion  was  to  be  realized  by  the  wide 
spread  anarchy,  that  was  to  follow  in  the  wake  of  certain  indica- 
tions, of  lawless  misrule  that  could  not  be  mistaken.  But,  what  do 
we  see,  when  these  gloomy  predictions  were  prevalent,  in  various 
quaters — ^A   new   Republic   springing  up   on   our  borders, — whose 
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principles  are  based  upon  the  same  inalienable  Rights  of  Man.  The 
ability  and  equity  of  self  Government,  asserted  afresh  on  the  part 
of  the  people.  A  constitution  is  formed  more  perfect  in  most  of  its 
provisions,  than  that  of  the  U.  States  —  Mjany  serious  defects  arc 
)iiiitted,  while  other  important  points  not  embraced  in  the  other,  are 
incorporated  into  this  of  Texas.  Wholesome  laws  are  enacted  and 
executed,  &  security  given  to  persons  and  property;  And  this  all 
accomplished  within  so  brief  a  period  of  time,  is  proof  that  man  is 
still  capable  of  self  Government  and  even  improved  self  Government 
when  put  to  the  test,  &  that  the  principles  upon  which  we  gained  our 
independence,  &  formed  the  basis  of  our  constitution,  so  far  from 
dying,  have  shown  out  with  renewed  and  improved  splendour,  in 
the  organization  of  a  New  Republic,  that  will  add  its  testimony  to 
ours,  that  man,  is  capabld  of  self  Government,  and  will  by  its  future 
success  and  prosperity,  combined  with  our  own  experience  and  his- 
tory, rapidly  facilitate  the  downfall  of  superstition.  Priestcraft, 
and  tyranny  over  the  world — ! ! 

Texas  will  soon  cease  to  excite  a  sneer,  or  elicit  a  bye  word  of 
reproach  among  those  who,  are  either  blinded  by  prejudice  or  biased 
by  ignorance.  Her  rapid  growth  is  both  a  matter  of  wonder  and 
jealousy,  with  many  of  our  northern  neighbors,  &  indeed  with  aboli- 
tionist over  the  world.  They  assert  Texas  is  filled  with  refugees, 
and  rouges  from  the  U.  States  and  that  they  have  no  Government 
But,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  it  is  found  intelligent,  high  minded  and 
honorable  men  are  numbered  among  her  citizens.  —  And  that  she 
has  enacted  and  actually  enforces  wholsome  laws.  In  fact  their  cant 
and  hypocrisy,  cannot  much  longer  avail  them.  The  world  will  look 
on  and  judge  for  itself.  And  when  in  possession  of  facts,  draw 
rational  conclusions. 

I  do  not  candidly  think,  the  admission  of  Texas  into  our  complex 
and  hetrogenous  Union,  is  either  desirable,  or  to  be  wished  for,  by 
the  Texians  themselves.  However,  necessary,  the  existence  of  so 
many  state  sovereignteis  may  be  in  our  system,  where  the  ** lights 
and  shades,''  of  so  many  latitudes  &  of  climate  prevail,  and  where 
there  are  such  great  discrepences  of  interest,  pursuits,  and  even  in 
the  habits,  manners  &  modes  of  thinking  of  the  people,  over  so 
vast  a  continnent.  However  necessary  the  federation  of  so  many 
sovereignteis  may  be,  to  guard  and  equalize  such  a  variety  of  con- 
dieting  interests,  and  at  the  same  time  secure,  an  equal  representa- 
tion and  equal  laws  to  all;  yet,  it  nevertheless  cannot  be  denied; 
that  the  working  of  such  a  system,  must  give  rise  to  the  most  per- 
plexing and  painful  discussions,  and  often  to  the  most  threatening 
and  alarming  party  schisms  —  growing  out  of  conflicting  views  held 
with  regard  to  the  powers  exercised,  or  claimed  to  be  exercised  by 
the  National  Government,  and  those  claimed  to  be  only  constitu- 
tionally within  the  control  of  the  states.  Among  the  most  bitter 
and  dangerous  of  all  these  powers  claimed,  is  that  set  up  on  the  part 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Northern  people,  in  favour  of  the 
BiqM  of  Congress  to  interfere  in  the  institution  of  slavery,  at  least 
within  the  district  of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  United  States 
—  In  opposition  to  which,  the  Southern  people  can  offer  no  argu- 
ment but,  that  if  interposition  under  state  sovereignty,  or  an  uncon- 
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ditional  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Although,  no  harm — positive  harm ; 
may  come  of  Abolitionism  for  centuries;  yet  the  constant  agitation 
of  the  question,  by  the  Fanatics  of  the  North,  must  greatly  estrange 
and  embitter  one  portion  of  the  Union  against  another;  give  rise  to 
strong  sectional  jealousies,  and  tend  to  keep  alive  among  the  South- 
ern people  much  irritation,  mingled  with  feelings  of  apprehension, 
both  for  the  safety  of  the  Union  and  of  their  own  property.  Under 
such  a  state  of  things,  I  do  not  conceive  it  would  be  to  the  interest 
of  Texas  to  enter  a  Union  of  quarrelling  sovereignties,  &  filled  with 
sectional  wrangling.  Until,  the  question  of  Slavery ^  or  Anti-Slavery, 
is  forever  put  to  rest  in  this  Union,  let  Texas  with  her  slave  prop- 
erty, stand  aloof  from  it.  Although  your  Republic  has  not  the 
Geographical  size  of  the  United  States,  &  can  never  equal  it  there- 
fore in  population,  while  confined  to  her  present  limits:  yet  she 
possessses  advantages  which  are  highly  favourable  to  the  founda- 
tion of  a  Great,  prosperous,  and  happy  Nation  of  people  —  In  the 
first  place,  the  uniformity  of  climate  and  interest,  that  prevails  in 
Texas  —  must  be  conducive  to  a  more  congenial  Union  of  the  people, 
than  where  the  opposite  state  of  things  exist.  — 
In  the  next  place,  there  being  but  onfe  state,  or  commonwealth  over 
which  to  legislat?e,  the  laws  must  be  more  uniform,  and  satisfactory, 
than  in  a  State,  where  there  exist  twenty  six  sovereign  states,  each 
claiming  the  right,  to  interpret  the  law  for  good,  or  evil,  or  coun- 
tervail its  operation,  by  countervailing  Legislation.  —  Thus,  laws 
are  made  to  operate  unequally.  —  Some  States,  receive  without  scru- 
ple, large  sums  from  the  common  treasury  for  purposes  of  internal 
improvements,  other  again,  which  look  upon  such  appropriations  as 
unconstitutional,  refuse  all  participation  in  their  division. 

The  regulation  of  a  currency  again,  gives  rise  to  ceasless  disputa- 
tion, complaint,  and  murmering.  Some  claim  the  power  for  Congress 
to  establish  a  National  Bank,  while  [others  constanjtly  deny  it,  and 
contend  the  states  respectively  have  the  only  constitutional  right  to 
establish  Banks.  This  docrtine  being  in  the  ascendant,  we  have  the 
remarkable  phenomenon  and  what  must  appear  to  all  foreigners,  as 
an  extraordinary  marvel,  of  possessing  as  many,  as,  twenty  six  descrip- 
tions of  currencies;  just  as  many  currencies  as  we  have  states;  and 
this,  too,  while  we  appear  and  even  claim  be  so  considered  as  One 
Nation.  Having  the  identity  abroad  as  one  Nation.  Yet  when  a 
citizen  of  this  Nation,  undertakes  to  travel  from  one  state  to  another 
he  will  find,  a  kind  of  money  very  current  in  one  state,  will  not  buy 
him,  a  meal  of  food,  or  pay  for  his  lodging  in  the  adjoining  state. 
Here  then  is  a  source  of  great  perplexity,  inconvenience  and  actual 
loss,  that  can  be  avoided  in  a  Republic  of  a  single  Commonwealth.  In 
a  confederation  of  sovereign  states,  the  collection  of  Revenue,  is  as 
liable  to  be  attended  with  inequality  and  even  injustice,  as  it  is  in  its 
disbursement.  The  great  inequality  &  manifest  injustice  cf  the 
tarifl^  laws,  at  one  time  imposed  in  the  U.  States,  \s  proof  of  this 
assertion. —  This  cannot  take  place,  in  a  single  Commonwealth,  to 
the  same  extent,  &  especially  where  the  climate  &  pursuits  are  so 
mnch  alike  over  the  whole. 

On  suming  up  the  advantages,  and  disadvantages,  growing  out  of  a 
confideration  of  independant  States,  it  is  difficult  to  decide  which 
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predominates.  It  is  true  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  dissimilar  por- 
tions of  a  country  united — separated  by  a  difference  of  climate, — 
of  interest,  and  of  habits — to  have  them  represented,  &  the  peculiar 
wants,  and  interest  of  each  attended,  to  and  at  the  same  time,  such 
a  people  are  kept  united  together  at  home,  their  government  shall  be 
efficient  against  an  external  enemy,  and  respectd  abroad,  would  seem 
to  require  a  confederation  of  states  to  accomplish,  such  very  im- 
portant purposes.  But,  we  have  seen  what  heavy  draw  backs  such  a 
confederation  must  be  taxed,  with.  &  how  must  local  disquiet,  dispu- 
tation, and  unhappiness — its  population  must  experience.  But  the 
whole  question  resolves  itself  into  this,  a  population  circumstanced 
as  above  stated,  can  only  exist  in  the  form  of  a  creditable  and  iffi- 
cient  Government,  under  the  ties  of  a  confederation  of  States.  In 
the  absence  of  a  conf  eration,  the  whole,  would  sub-divide  into  smaller 
conferations,  where  circumstances  and  uniformity  of  interest,  or 
climate  tied  them,  together  But  neither  portion  would  ever  possess 
the  strength,  or  the  respectability,  of  the  present  confederation,  of 
26  states.  In  no  event  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  could  a  number 
of  severed  states,  run  into  a  mass,  &  become  one  large  Commonwealth. 
Or  on  the  other  hand,  would  each  fall  back  upon  its  own  boundaries, 
&  assume  the  duties  &  claim  the  station  of  a  National  Commonwealth, 
independant  of  others.  No,  the  severance  of  the  presant  Confedera- 
tion would  result  in  the  creation  of  several  small  confederacies,  as  full 
of  jars,  disquiets  and  jealousies,  almost,  as  those  experienced  at  the 
present  day — It  is  true,  one  might  suppose,  that  in  a  small  Confed- 
eracy, where  the  interest  and  pursuits  of  the  people  were  congenial, 
&  the  climate  were  the  same,  the  same  contention  and  unhappiness 
would  not  be  realized.  It  is  probable,  the  causes  of  real  dissatis- 
faction would  not  be  so  great,  or  so  numermous ;  —  but,  experience 
would  prove,  that  no  Confederacy — however  great  or  small  can  be 
formed  and  exist  without  them.  The  Greek  confederation  though, 
small  was  agitated  with  the  most  violent  troubles.  —  And  ours,  one 
of  the  largest  ever  formed  is  by  no  means  free  from  them.  Make  a 
confederacy  out  of  any  number  of  our  States.  Take  the  Southern 
States,  where  circumstances  appear  least  likely  to  engender  dissen- 
tion,  and  form  a  confederacy  of  these  states.  And  it  would  soon  be 
found  that  the  bane  of  all  conferacies  would  soon  be  developed,  & 
that  is  contention,  dissention,  &  jealously  among  the  states  of  the 
confederation.  The  more  powerful  &  wealthy  States,  would  aim  to 
domineer  over,  and  control  the  affairs  and  destinies  of  the  smaller 
States,  &  thus  give  rise  to  much  disquiet  &  unhappiness  —  If  a 
southern  Confederation,  if  ever  formed  could  be  emerged  into  a  com- 
monwealth Republic,  I  should  have  more  confidence  in  its  stability 
and  prosperity.  I  have  shown,  that  almost  the  only  circumstances, 
that  makes  a  confederation  of  States  absolutely  necessary,  are  those 
of  a  wide  extent  of  country  and  great  diversity  of  soil,  climate,  and 
interest,  yet  even  such  a  confederation  existing  from  necessity — ^has 
a  great  many  heavy  drawbacks  attendant  upon  it. —  But,  when  we 
come  to  a  smaller  domain  of  country,  where  there  is  an  assimilation  (f 
pursuits,  climate  &  interest,  I  never  want  to  see  a  confederation  of 
states,  if  it  could  be  avoided ;  a  broad  &  uniform  commonvstealth  re- 
public, would  be  more  conducive  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
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the  people  than  any  confederation  that  conld  be  formed  of  sovereign 
states.  The  greatest  good  now  accomplished  directly  for  the  people 
in  the  United  States,  is  done  by  state  Governments  alone  on  the 
Commonwealth  principle. 

As  a  fair  field  for  the  experiment  of  a  pure  republican  form  of 
Government,  Texas  has  a  great  advantage  on  account  of  her  being 
but  one  state,  or  common- Wealth.  By  this  means,  she  is  not  liable 
to  be  harassed  by  those  apparently  intermniable  disputes,  and  dis- 
quietings,  that  spring  up  under  the  workings  of  our  complex  <  onfid- 
eration;  at  one  time  [there  was]  apparently  portending  civil  war, 
&  at  another,  a  complete  demolition  and  dissolution  of  the  whole 
fabric ! ! 

No,  Texas,  has  laid  open  before  her  a  path, — a  high  way,  —  that 
if  properly  pursued  must  lead  her  onward  to  glory  &  fame.  Let  her 
for  the  present  march  alone,  &  profiiting  by  the  experience  —  the 
faults  &  defects  of  other  Governments,  show  forth  to  the  world,  the 
capability  of  man,  not  only  to  Govern  himself,  but  to  do  it  well,  & 
better  than  it  was  ever  been  done  before.  All  other  sciences  are  con- 
tinually advancing  and  improving.  Every  year  adds  something  new 
to  the  arts  and  sciences. 

The  new  discovery  and  application  of  new  things  this  year,  is  des- 
tined to  receive  additions  and  improvements  the  next  &  soon.  And 
we  see  no  reason,  why  the  scince  of  Government  should  not  advance 
as  well  as  any  other  science.  Our  Government  improved  on  those  of 
the  old  world.  Why  not  Texas  improve  on  ours?  The  career  Texas 
has  before  her,  is  a  glorious  one.  I  do  not  consider  the  destiny  of  the 
countr>%  bounded  by  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and  her  other  boundaries, 
as  alone  involved  in  her  future  course.  The  destiny,  some  day,  of 
the  greater  part  of  Mexico,  must  &  will  be  weilded  by  Texas,  either 
for  good,  or  evil.  A  great  Republic  based  upon  different  and  I  trust 
better  principles  than  ours,  must  some  day  spread  its  branches  far  & 
wide  over  the  South  &  South  Western  portions  of  this  continent.  Of 
this  coming  republican  Empire,  Texas  is  only  the  Neucleus  —  proba- 
bly —  The  centre  of  a  great  Planet  that  is  to  form  and  take  its  sta- 
tion among  the  constellations  of  Nations.  —  Those  who  are  to  control 
Texas  have  an  important  part  to  act,  &  high  trusts  to  fill  Materials, 
have  to  be  managed  &  moulded  —  the  population  enlightened  & 
educated,  morality  &  moral  duties  taught  and  enjoined.  The  emi- 
gration of  good  &  honest  cultivators  encouraged.  Respect  for  the  con- 
stitution &  laws  enjoined  &  their  execution  faithfully  enforced.  —  If 
the  population  can  be  brought  to  value  &  cherish  these  duties  to  the 
extent  of  their  importance,  much  good  will  result  to  the  general  wel- 
fare of  all ;  and  cause  the  Star  of  their  commonwealth  to  shine  with 
an  undying  brilliancy,  that  shall  call  forth  the  admiration  of  an  im- 
partial world. 

I  entertain  some  thoughts  of  paying  you  a  visit  this  winter  in 
Texas,  and  if  I  could  see  an  opening  there  for  doing  any  thing,  I 
should  like  to  become  a  citizen  of  your  Republic?  — 

I  spent  the  past  summer  at  the  north,  where  I  had  a  conmderable 
quantity  of  machinery  built  for  southern  planters.  Such  as  cotton 
Gins  and  Presses  &C  improved  by  myself.  But  I  have  been  very  un- 
fortunate and  nearly  ruined.    I  had  between  2  &  3000$  dollars  worth 
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of  machinery  lost  in  the  September  j^ale,  very  little  of  which  was  in- 
sured. But  the  greatest  hardship  of  all,  is,  I  have  had  heavy  sums 
of  money  to  pay,  on  some  unexpected  security  debts,  so  that  I  am 
now,  you  may  say,  once  more  very  poor,  &  cast  again  upon  the  world 
and  my  own  resources.  I  have  become  much  discouraged  in  my  un- 
lucky pursuits  in  the  U.  S.  —  And  I  am  often  ready  to  despair  of 
getting  along  by  any  means  I  can  devise.  I  have  mad[e  money] ;  but 
between  misfortunes  that  were  unavoidable  and  bad  luck  in  being 
imposed  upon  by  unprincipled  men,  I  have  been  doomed  to  lose  it 
again  —  I  feel  that  I  would  like  to  quit  the  United  States. 

Can  I  do  any  thing  in  Texas?  Or  can  you  do  any  thing  for  mef 
I  have  sometimes  thought  it  would  suit  me  to  conduct  a  newspaper  in 
Texas?  What  opening  exist  for  this?  —  Or  if  I  had  qualifications  for 
the  post  I  should  like  to  reside  at  Liverpool  as  Texian  Consul  ?  — 
But,  of  course  would  aspire  to  nothing  for  which  I  am  not  qualified.— 
I  ask  for  nothing  at  your  hands;  because  I  have  no  right  to,  or 
claimed  at  your  hands  for  any  thing.  I  write  for  information  —  As 
a  friend,  would  write  to  a  friend  —  And  candidly  tell  my  reasons  for 
eo  doing. 

Please  if  convenient,  write  to  me  on  the  receipt  of  this  and  direct 
your  letter  to  me  at  New  Orleans,  to  which  place  I  shall  proceed  by 
the  first  Boat.  Excuse  the  hasty  manner  of  this  long  letter,  it  was 
scribbled  at  a  single  sitting,  &  under  much  annoyance  — 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon  I 
Remain  Yours.    With  sincere 
Respect  &  Esteem 
Alex.   Jones 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

free  Alexr  Jones 

To/  His  Excellency  Natchez  Oct.  18.  1838 

]\L  B.  Lamar  Private 

Houston 
Repnblic  of  Texas 

No.  838 

1838  Oct.  18,  B.  F.  HEMPSTEAD,  GALENA,  ILLINOIS,  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS 

Applying  for  an  army  or  civil  appointment;  reference  to  Thomas 
H.  Benton.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 
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No.  839 

1838  Oct.  20,  T.  J.  RUSK,  [NEAR  NACOGDOCHES?],  TO 
COLONEL  BOWL,  [CHEROKEE  NATION] 

At  The  Porks  of 
the  Road 

2()th  Octr    1838 
My  Brother 

I  am  just  on  my  return  from  the  Kiekapoo  Town  where  I  went 
a  few  days  ago  with  some  of  my  men  to  punish  as  I  supposed  the 
Mexicans  and  Prairie  Indians  who  had  commenced  murdering  our 
people  &  stealing  our  property  when  I  arrived  there  they  came  out 
and  attacked  me  and  we  killed  several  of  their  men  and  drove  them 
off  and  to  my  astonishment  found  some  Coshattas  amongst  the  dead, 
one  of  your  men  named  Tail  was  also  found  dead  on  the  field  but 
Goyens  tells  me  he  is  an  outlaw  from  your  nation  These  Indians 
have  made  Treaties  with  us  and  promised  to  be  our  friends  they  have 
a  day  or  two  past  murdered  two  families  of  women  and  children  for 
this  they  deserve  death  and  will  assuredly  meet  it  they  cannot  live  in 
peace  in  this  Country  our  property  has  been  stolen  &  our  women 
and  children  murdered  long  enough  blood  shall  pay  for  the  blood 
which  has  been  shed  by  Mexicans  and  Indians 

I  am  glad  to  hear  from  Goyens  that  your  men  are  at  home  keep 
them  from  amongst  the  enemy  for  if  they  are  found  there  they  will 
get  theselves  into  trouble  our  people  are  enraged  at  the  innocent 
blood  that  has  been  shed  and  are  using  every  quarter  to  punish  our 
enemies  I  have  ordered  five  hundred  men  from  Red  River  who  will 
face  upon  and  punish  the  Prairie  Indians  and  they  will  repent  the 
day  they  have  begun  this  trouble  I  desire  to  see  you  and  Big  Mush 
as  soon  as  you  can  come  down  to  Nacogdoches  come  in  a  few  days  as 
I  expect  soon  to  be  out  again 

If  you  act  as  our  friend  and  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  our 
enemies  you  &  your  people  have  nothing  to  fear  from  us  I  want  to 
hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible  I  would  come  by  and  see  you  but 
have  some  business  at  home  which  calls  my  attention  there  immediately 

Your  Brother 

Thos.  J  Rusk 

[Addressed] 
Col.  Bowles 

At  Home 

No.  840 

1838  Oct,  20,  B.  E.  BEE  TO  [M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON] 

Velasco— Octr  20th  1838— 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  suggested  that  Mr.  Archer  should  be  invited  to  your  Cabi- 
net— ^at  all  events  pay  him  the  Compliment  of  consulting  with  him 
on  its  formation. — he  is  an  admirer  of  yours — ^and  has  filled  a  large 
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space  in  the  good  opinions  of  this  People —  I  have  also  named  Genl 
Felix  Hnston — his  energy  and  talent — ^with  his  popularity  in  Missis- 
sippi— will  have  its  effects —  Jno.  A.  Wharton  would  be  an  acquisi- 
tion— I  doubt  if  he  would  consent  to  liv  at  Houston. — Mr.  Wm.  H  W— 
I  presume  would  like  to  go  to  Europe — this  will  depend  upon  Mr 
Hendersons  desire  to  return —  I  wrote  to  him  some  time  since  and 
daily  expect  to  hear. —  The  worth  and  talent  of  the  Country— with 
some  regard  to  the  sectional  residences — and  popularity  of  Gentle- 
men— ^must  be  consulted — ^but  all  this  has  occur 'd  to  you  a  thousand 
times  So  that  I  need  scarcely  have  alluded  to  it — Will  Rusk  be 
down?  he  must  not  Suffer  Mr  Birdsall  to  be  Chief  Justice —  I  do 
not  consider  him  entitled  to  it  either  on  the  score  of  talent  or  char- 
acter,— With  Mr.  Burnett  I  would  converse  freely — the  more  harmony 
the  better — 

I  consider  the  Loan  as  having  failed — it  was  impossible  it  Should 
be  otherwise — Shall  I  intimate  to  Genl  Hamilton  (who  is  on  his 
return)  that  you  would  be  glad  to  avail  yourself  of  his  Services f 
he  would  leave  immediately  to  return  to  England — I  hope  it  may 
suit  his  arrangements —  I  will  be  with  you  early  in  Novm. 

And  am  very 
Sincerely 
Yours 
Barnard  E.  Bee 

[Endorsed] 
Col.  B  E  Bee 
Valasco,  20th  Oct  1838 

suggestions  up 
formation  of  the  Cabinet. 

No.  841 

1838  Oct.  21,  SAMUEL  FULLER,  BRAZORIA,  [TEXAS],  TO 

MIRABEAU    [BUONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Applying  for  the  position  of  collector  of  customs  for  the  District 
of  the  Brazos.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  842 

1838  Oct.  21,  J.  H.  DYER  TO  J.  S.  MAYFIELD 

Red  River  Co.  Oct  21st  1838 
Capt.  Mayfield 

Sir  I  received  your  letter  on  the  15th  Inst  which  relieved  me  very 
much  as  I  had  understood  that  there  was  much  more  mischief  done 
than  you  report — I  shall  consider  myself  under  many  Obligations  to- 
you  as  It  will  relieve  this  part  of  the  country  very  much  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  that  we  have  not  had  any  serious  difaculties 
as  yet  althought  the  reports  are  very  alarming  the  people  are  very 
much  alarmed  on  our  frontier  I  have  Just  returned  from  a  cam- 
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paign  on  the  Trinity  but  owing  to  the  Season  being  so  dry  and  the 
grass  being  entirely  dry  we  were  compelled  to  return — 

I  sent  the  most  of  my  men  home  and  went  with  eighty  men  within 
two  miles  of  the  Caddo  Village,  but  could  not  make  much  discovery 
being  on  the  most  westerly  fork  of  Trinity  and  destitute  of  provi- 
sions we  were  obliged  to  return  I  could  find  but  very  few  Indians  we 
had  A  skirmish  with  Some  Caddoes  we  killed  Six  and  we  had  two 
men  wounded  Our  frontier  is  very  much  exposed  for  about  200 
miles.  I  have  ordered  out  100  rangers  on  the  frontier  and  expect 
every  day  to  ha-ve  to  call  out  my  whole  force  to  protect  the  frontier 
against  the  Caddoes  and  Other  different  tribes  but  I  intend  to  be 
ready  if  possible  to  receive  them  I  hope  that  you  will  communicate 
any  information  that  you  may  receive  to  me  as  soon  as  you  can  I  will 
do  the  same —  I  have  kept  my  men  in  readiness  for  service  for  some 
time  past  If  the  Indians  Should  ma-ke  a  decent  on  this  part  of  the 
Country  I  will  send  you  immediate  word — You  must  excuse  the 
paper  and  writing  as  I  met  the  express  some  distance  from  home  and 
it  was  all  the  Chance 

Yours  With  Much  Respect 
Jno.  H.  Dyer  Brig.  Genl 
4th  Brig— 

Capt  Jas.  S.  Mayfield — 
[rubric] 

[Addressed  [Endorsed] 

To  Capt  G^nl. 

Jas.  S.  Mayfield  Jno.  H.  Dyer 

Nacogdoches  letter 

Favor  of  Mr.  Texas 

Me.Parland 

No.  843 

1838  Oct  22,  H[UGn]  McLEOD,  NACOGDOCHES,  [TEXAS],  TO 

MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Major  James  Riley,  of  Nacogdoches.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  844 

1838  Oct,  22-23,  H.  HOLCOMBE  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Augusta  Georgia 
22nd  October  1838 
My  dear  Sir.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  letter,  you  will  find  a  name 
associated  with  many  of  the  reminiscences  of  your  earlier  years,  and 
long  anterior  to  the  time  when  the  course  of  events,  and  your  own 
good  genius,  opened  to  your  career  the  expanded  field  of  public  use- 
fulness and  glory  which  has  finally  brought  you  triumphantly  to  th^ 
summit  of  any  human  ambition,  [limi]ted  as  I  know  yours  to  be, 
within  the  boundaries  of  honor  and  virtue.     Yes  —  the  Presidency 

17 — Library. 
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of  the  young  and  rising  Republic  of  Texas  is  a  station  when  reached 
by  Services  even  less  palpable  and  brilliant  than  the  world  with  jus- 
tice accord  to  yours,  might  well  be  esteemed  among  the  most  dig- 
nified and  importa-nt  on  the  habitable  Globe !  Its  honourable  admis- 
sion to  membership,  in  the  great  family  of  nations  is  no  longer  a 
matter  of  doubt  —  and  its  influence  and  weight  in  that  family  will 
very  much  depend  upon  its  history  for  the  first  quarter  of  a  cent*y 
of  its  existence.  The  spirit  of  its  Constitution  and  laws  and  their 
administration  for  that  period,  will  in  my  opinion  fix  its  char- 
acter, a-nd  mainly  control  its  destiny-  I  need  not  here  remark,  that 
I  have  been  from  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  the  ardent 
and  sanguine  friend  of  Texas  —  for  who  has  not  been  so,  that  has 
a  spark  of  freedoms  spirit  in  his  bosom,  or  a  drop  of  the  blood 
from  our  revolutionary  fathers  coursing  in  his  veins?  But  I  have 
experienced  something  more  than  this  general  sentimetit  of  solici- 
tude for  a  people  struggling  for  liberty  —  I  had  a  friend,  to  whom 
I  felt  bound  by  more  than  ordinary  ties,  who  had  united  his  destiny 
to  the  result  of  that  struggle  —  for  whom,  on  his  own  account,  I  felt 
deeply  interested  and  I  need  not  say  that  friend  was  yourself  — •  But 
to  the  Brother  of  that  friend,  now  mingling  with  the  spirits  of  **the 
just  made  perfect.*'  Alas!  too  early  cut  off  in  the  very  bloom  and 
maturity  of  his  fame  and  usefulness!  How  shall  I  speak  of  Him? 
than  whom  a  purer,  nobler,  and  better  man,  never  lived  nor  died  — 
Oh!  could  his  pure  spirit  once  more  rise  to  reanimate  and  refine  the 
earth!  which  was  too  gross  and  impure  for  his  elevated  spirit  long 
to  tolerate  and  inhabit  —  Could  I  now  invoke  the  aid  of  his  noble 
spirit!  communion,  and  catch  the  scintillations  of  his  genius  his 
virtues  and  bear  them  along  with  me,  through  this  **vale  of  tears*' 
to  gladden  and  to  cheer  me  in  my  pilgrimage  through  life,  oh! 
what  would  I  not  cheerfully  yield  up  for  such  a  consummation? 
Time,  which  is  said  to  be  the  curer  of  all  things,  has  not  yet  recon- 
ciled me  to  the  absence  of  Lucius  Lamar  from  earth!  His  memory 
is  engraved  on  my  affection,  and  never  —  never  only  with  my  last 
throb,  and  expiring  humanity  can  it  be  dimmed.  I  was  honoured 
by  his  friendship  and  his  confidence  to  a  degree,  absolutely  sur- 
prising to  myself — and  that  friendship  and  confidence  so  disinter- 
ested, was  reciprocated  by  me  with  an  ardor  and  constancy,  which 
rendered  his  demise,  to  me  decidedly  more  intolerable  and  painful 
than  the  loss  of  a  Brother  —  The  oracles  of  truth  some  where  say 
'* there  is  a  friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  Brother,*'  in  but  one 
instance  in  my  career,  have  I  found  such  an  one,  and  that  one,  your 
departed  Brother.  He  was  too  early  in  this  deceptive,  ever  changing, 
and  gross  world  —  and  his  spirit  burst  its  earthly  manacles  for  a 
higher  —  ** another,  and  a  better  world.*'  In  honour  of  his  revered 
memory  I  named  my  last  son,  Lucius  L^mar  —  and  my  children,  all, 
are  taught  to  revere  the  memory  of  their  father's  friend  and  patron 
and  we  now  have  Eight  in  life  and  health,  if  my  oldest  son  Homer 
Leonidas  be  so  who  is  at  present  on  a  visit  to  his  Grandfather  Jno. 
Wm  Devereux  in  Alabama,  whom  you  doubtless  will  remember  as 
one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Milledgeville.  Gazaway  B.  Lamar  has 
presented  my  son  Lucius  with  five  shares  of  Bank  stock,  which  if  well 
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administered  will  be  worth  to  him  when  he  arrives  at  age  nearly 
2000  dollars.  My  exertions  shall  not  be  wanting  to  secure  to  my 
boy  all  the  benefits  of  a  gift  so  generously  and  disinterestedly  be- 
stowed. You  have  no  doubt  learned  ere  this  of  the  awful  catastrophe 
of  the  **  Pulaski."  in  which  Gaza  way  and  his  whole  family  had  em- 
barked —  poor  fellow !  Lost  all  but  one  child !  wife,  and  five  children 
**at  one  fell  swoop!'*  Himself,  his  sister  Rebecka,  and  his  son  Charles 
saved  from  the  wreck.  They  are  now  in  good  health,  and  Gazaway 
apparently  tranquil  and  resigned.  But  probably  an  altered  man  —  a 
serious  and  thoughtful  cast  of  countenance — and  satisfied  I  believe 
to  abate  his  pursuit  of  wealth  —  indeed  he  is  already  very  wealthy  — 
worth  not  less,  than  one  third  of  a  million  of  dollars. 

It  has  so  happened  that  I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  see  you 
on  your  visits  to  the  United  States  since  you  made  Texas  your 
adopted  country  —  it  was  my  intention  to  have  seen  you  in  Alabama^ 
but  was  prevented  by  circumstances  beyond  my  control.  I  have  a 
young  and  growing  family  of  Children  (five  boys  and  three  girls), 
and  my  health  for  several  years  admonishes  me  that  I  may  not  be 
destined  to  long  life.  You  can  appreciate  the  solicitude  of  a  Father 
to  endeavor  to  provide  for  the  well  being  of  his  children  after  he 
has  ceased  to  exist.  I  have  an  hundred  times  had  it  in  direct  con- 
templation to  write  you  and  the  multiplicity  of  engagements  and 
drawbacks  have  hitherto  prevented  it  —  and  now,  in  the  sequel,  you 
might  if  you  did  not  I  trust  know  me  better  attribute  the  present 
epistle  to  an  interested  motive,  But  I  am  not  acquainted  with  your 
character,  as  I  think  I  am  if  you  are  not  of  too  generous  and  liberal 
a  nature  to  do  me  injustice  in  this  regard.  One  object,  and  a  promi- 
nent one  impelling  me  at  the  present  time  is  to  request  your  friendly 
advice  as  to  the  expediency  of  my  emigrating  to  Texas.  You  have 
been  informed  that  I  have  a  large  family,  you  may  remember  some- 
thing of  my  habits  of  life  and  my  qualifications  for  business.  The 
profession  of  the  Law  I  have  had  some  idea  of  resuming  at  some 
time  and  place,  more  [  ]  has  presented  itself  to  my  mind —  my 

pecuniary  situation,  is  merely  an  easy  one —  In  candour  and 
confidence  to  you  as  a  friend,  and  one  to  whom  I  appeal  for, 
advice  on  a  very  important  occasion,  I  suppose  I  am  worth  clear  of 
the  world  about  20,000  dollars  and  could  emigrate  with  that  sum  in 
money,  (in  property  in  negroes.)  —  I  am  happy  in  one  reflection  at 
least,  that  I  can  carry  with  me  testimonials  of  the  highest  char- 
acter —  of  the  general  esteem  and  confidence  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
as  a  man  of  honour  and  honesty.  Let  me  then  request  the  favor  of 
you,  when  from  the  toils  and  responsibilities  of  your  public  and 
oflScial  duties,  you  can  find  leisure  to  devote  a  few  momeuts  to  my 
service  —  sit  down,  and  without  any,  the  slightest  mental  reserva- 
tion, open  your  mind  fully  to  me,  as  to  the  prospects  which  your 
country  would  open  to  a  man  of  my  condition  and  character.  I 
know  that  you  will  be  candid  and  unreserved  with  me  —  that  you 
would  scorn  to  deceive  any  human  being  —  much  less  a  man,  who 
from  his  earliest  years  has  been  the  friend  of  your  family  and  your- 
self —  and  who  would,  were  our  situations  reversed,  take  great 
pleasure  in  advancing  the  interests  of  yourself  or  any  of  the  name. 
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Another  object,  which  in  connexion  with  that  just  disposed  of,  has 
induced  the  present  letter  is  this. 

I  see  from  the  Charleston  So  Ca  papers  of  last  week,  that  the  son 
of  Gen'l  Hamilton  of  So  Ca,  recently  appointed  Consul  for  Texas 
is  no  more.     The  vacancy  will  doubtless  be  supplied.     My  brother 
John  C  Holcombe  has  been  a  citizen  of  Charleston  for  several  years 
has  been  educated  for  the  Mercantile  life  —  has  had  great  experience 
in  Commercial  affairs  —  has  extensive  connexions  in  America  and 
Europe  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  community  as  a  respectable 
and  intelligent  merchant,   and  a  man  of  probity  and  usefulness. 
He  would  fill  the  station  I  doubt  not  as  well  as  any  individual  that 
could  be  selected  for  it.    If  I  could  be  instrumental  in  procuring  for 
him  the  appointment  of  Consul  for  Texas  for  So  Ca  it  would  be  an 
exceedingly  high  gratification  to  me.     He  is  my  Brother  —  and  I 
dare  not  speak  of  him  with  that  freedom  to  you  that  I  would  under 
other  circumstances.     But  my  dear  Sir  —  I  ask  it,  in  the  freedom 
and  confidence  of  an  ancient  friend,  that  you  will  consider  his  pre- 
tensions for  the  appointment  as  presented  to  you  by  me,  and  what- 
ever you  may  determine  on  the  premises  I  shall  neyer  doubt  the 
purity  of  your  motives  —  or  the  enlarged  and  liberal  policy  by 
which  you  are  actuated.    I  can  only  remark  in  concluding  this  sec- 
tion of  my  remarks,  that  my  Brother  has  been  more  than  a  Brother 
to  me,  and  if  the  world  would  judge  him  with  my  predilections,  he 
would  be  loved  and  honoured  indeed !  Excuse  the  open  frankness  of  my 
style  and  language.    It  is  the  best  evidence  I  could  present,  of  the 
hi'gh  estimation  in  which  I  hold  you.    So  regard  the  motive  and  I 
shall  be  grateful.    Let  things  go  as  they  may  in  the  world.    23rd 
October  1838.     Since   the  foregoing  was  penned  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  an  interview  with  your  relative  and  my  friend  6.  B. 
Lamar  who  on  learning  from  me  that  I  was  preparing  a  letter  to  your 
address,  informed  me  that  he  had  addressed  you  on  the  subject  of 
the  Consulate  at  Savannah  for  Texas —  I  inferred  from  his  conversa- 
tion that  he  was  desirous  of  obtaining  that  appointment.    Be  assured 
my  dear  Sir  that  the  appointment  could  not  be  conferred  on  an  indi- 
vidual more  eminently  qualified  and  deserving  in  every  point  of 
view  among  those  public  benefactors,  now  intently  engaged  in  devel- 
oping the  resources  of  the  Southern  States,  by  means  of  opening  all 
the  avenues  to  extended  commercial  enterprise  he  stands  in  the  first 
rank  —  and  has  no  superior  in  the  extensive  knowledge  and  qualifi- 
cations requisite  for  such  desiderate.    Indeed  the  whole  south  seem 
to  have  just  awakened  from  the  slumber  of  years  upon  the  subject 
of  internal  improvements,  and  the  great  advantages  which  will  result 
from   the   application  of  our  own  resources  in  affecting  a  direct 
trade  with  all  Europe,  instead  of  remaining  dependent  on  our  north- 
ern brethren  as  heretofore.    In  my  apprehension  a  wonderful  revo- 
lution in  the  commerce  of  the  South  is  at  hand  —  and  for  the  South 
to  regain  her  natural  weight  in  the  scale  of  the  Union,  It  is  only 
necessary  that  ** she  will  it."     Furnishing  as  she  has  done,  three 
fourths  of  the  exports  of  the  Union,  it  is  **  passing  strange,  ["]  that 
her  imports  have  been  as  a  feather  in  the  scale  in  comparison  with 
states  North  of  the  Potomac.    This  state  of  things  must  and  will  be 
** reformed  altogether"  —  and  that  at  an  early  period  of  time.    The 
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third  Commercial  convention,  eipbodying  the  best  talents  of  the 
South,  have  just  closed  their  session  at  Augusta,  adjourned  over  to 
April  next,  in  the  city  of  Charleston.  Our  Georgia  Elections  have 
revsulted  in  the  success  of  the  party  called  **the  State  Rights  party" 
for  members  to  Congress — but  no  longer  in  my  opinion  entitled  to 
that  proud  distinctioni  It  is  not  the  same  noble  and  commanding 
party,  which  we  once  hailed  as  the  ark  of  the  safety  of  our  Repub- 
lic —  united  upon  principles  calculated  to  inspire  men  with  devo- 
tion to  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man  —  But  a  party  distracted  and 
divided  —  without  principle  —  uniting  upon  men  —  and  setting  all 
the  land  marks  of  the  ancient  Democracy  at  defiance.  We  find  this  party 
now  acting  in  concert  with  the  **whigs  "  of  the  North,  rejoicing  in 
t[hier]  vict[ories]  and  adopting  their  principles  —  a  party  who  are 
struggling  for  the  ascendency  of  all  the  federal  heresies  which  have 
been  advocated  since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  — 
who  contend  boldly  for  the  Constitutionality  and  expediency  of  a 
great  National  Bank !  for  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Constitution  — 
a  protective  Tariff  —  Internal  improvement  by  the  general  Govern- 
ment —  a  lavish  expenditure  of  the  public  money  &c  &c  &c.  You 
will  doubtless  exclaim,  **Can  these  things  be,  and  overcome  us  like 
summer  cloud  without  our  special  wonder!"  yet  it  is  even  true  — 
and  so  potent  has  a  name  proven  itself  —  that  the  people  have  been 
Seduced  into  the  support  of  men  for  oflSce  with  the  nams  of  **  State 
rights"  on  their  lips  —  and  rank  Federalism  at  their  hearts.  Two 
or  three  honourable  exceptions  must  be  admitted,  but  not  more. 

Indications  too  palpable  to  be  much  longer  resisted  clearly  dem- 
onstrate, that  the  people  of  the  U  States  are  about  to  be  divided 
once  more  upon  principles — and  in  my  opinion,  the  fate  of  the  Union 
is  deeply  involved  in  the  issue.  The  simple  principle  involving  such 
momentous  consequences  is  this  —  and  this  is  the  question  — 
whether  the  people  will  submit  to  the  Government  of  men  chosen 
periodically,  and  accountable  to  them  directly — or  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  a  Mammoth  Bank  of  the  U.  States  with  a  capital  of  100,- 
000.000  of  dollars  controuled  by  Henry  Clay  and  Nicolas  Biddle! 

The  antagonist  and  republican  measure,  brought  forward  by  the 
present  administration  at  the  Extra  session  of  Congress  —  fho^  really 
the  plan  of  Genl  Gordon  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  of  So  Carolina 
and  called  the  *'sub  Treasury  System"  —  or  constitutional  treasury 
system,  is  one  which  if  successful,  may  save  the  country  —  and  in  my 
opinion,  is  truly  a  measure  of  ** deliverance  and  liberty"  as  pro- 
nounced by  its  proposer  Genl  Gordon.  Under  every  aspect,  it  appears 
to  me  eminently  calculated  to  produce  infinite  good  to  the  country — 
and  especially  the  Southern  States. 

Thus  stand  the  parties  in  the  U  States  at  this  time  —  and  they  will 
organize  accordingly  in  due  time. —  On  the  one  side  Henry  Clay  and 
a  National  Bank;  on  the  other,  Van  Buren  and  the  Constitutional 
treasury.  For  my  own  part,  were  I  to  be  forced  to  a  choice,  I  would 
certainly  prefer,  decidedly,  Van  Buren  to  Clay  —  as  a  choice  between 
evils  —  especially  would  I  do  so,  with  the  National  Bank  attached  to 
his  rule  —  which  it  certainly  would  be  —  But  is  it  not  a  most  un- 
fortunate state  of  things,  that  in  so  extended  a  country,  we  have  to 
choose  between  evils  in  the  selection  of  the  highest  magistrate  in  the 
land. 
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Mr.  Clay  at  one  period,  stood  deservedly  high  at  the  south  his  able 
and  warm  support  of  the  administi'ation  during  the  last  war  won  for 
him  the  favorable  estimation  of  the  southern  republicans  —  But 
apart  from  this  —  all  his  political  career  is  antagonist  to  our  interests, 
and  wholly  irreconcilable  with  state  rights  —  analogies.  In  fact, 
I  should  consider  the  success  of  Mr.  Clay,  with  the  principles  he  ad- 
vocates— going  even  to  the  extent  of  abolitionism  or  so  near  it  as  to 
leave  the  distinction  without  a  difference  —  with  a  Bank  at  his  com- 
mand as  a  party  machine,  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  calamities  that 
could  befal  the  country.  The  Southern  States  will  scarcely  tolerate 
his  Presidency.  The  Union  will  fall,  under  the  weight !  The  slavery 
question  continues  to  a^tate  the  people  of  this  country.  The  politics 
of  ^he  north  and  East  become  every  year  more  mingled  up  with  this 
exciting  and  delicate  subject  —  and  when  fanaticism  and  faUe 
philanthropy  are  busily  at  work  to  sap  the  very  foundation  of  the 
social  system  of  the  south  what  terrible  results  may  we  not  reasonably 
apprehend;  this  spirit  of  mischief  too,  is  not  confined  to  our  own 
hemisphere  —  all  Europe  is  at  war  with  us  on  the  point,  and  the 
moral  world  unite  in  our  condemnation,  [and  denounce?]  our  In- 
stitutions, as  being  at  war  with  the  rights  of  man,  and  our  own  declar- 
ation of  Independence.  Even  the  arch  demagogue  0  Connel  has 
recently  entered  the  lists  against  us,  and  calls  upon  Europe  to  refuse 
social  communion  with  a  slave  holder !  — .  what  will  come  of  all  this  — 
we  cannot  war  against  the  world  in  arms  —  does  it  become  us  to  be 
divided,  when  all  our  moral  and  physical  power  concentrated  is  harely 
a  match  for  the  powers  against  us.  All  the  rubbish  of  centuries  is 
brought  up  against  us  like  the  ghost  of  Banquo  to  frighten  and 
alarm  us  —  and  even  the  bloody  horrors  of  St  Domingo  we  are  daily 
reminded  of  —  and  say  they  —  Mr.  Jeflferson  too,  in  his  **  notes  on 
Virginia''  says  —  ** nothing  is  more  certainly  written  in  the  Book  of 
fate,  than  that  this  people  are  to  be  free'*  —  what  fatuity  then,  that 
with  the  foreign  world,  and  a  portion  of  our  own  family  against  us, 
we  should  be  splitting  hairs  with  each  other,  and  like  children  dis- 
puting about  trifles,  when  we  are  standing  on  a  volcano,  and  not 
knowing  the  Moment  when  we  may  be  blown  to  atoms !  But  the  aboli- 
tionists of  the  north  are  lea^t  excusable  —  they  are  of  our  family  — 
came  into  the  union  with  us  under  all  the  guaratitees  [guarantees] 
of  that  compact  among  which  in  the  fore  ground  conspicuously  stood 
our  Institutions,  and  notwithstanding,  this  -:—  they  are  allowed  by 
their  states  to  stand  at  a  distance  and  brandish  the  bloody  knife,  and 
hold  the  midnight  torch  suspended  over  our  dwellings !  Depend  upon 
it  my  dear  sir,  we  cannot  long  endure  this  state  of  things  —  The 
Bond  must  be  kept  more  faithfully,  or,  terrible  as  may  be  the  alter- 
native, it  will  be  scattered  to  the  winds  of  Heaven,  never  to  be  re- 
united !  May  a  good  providence  avert  such  a  consummation !  but  in 
the  name  of  our  common  origin,  of  fraternal  feeling  —  and  the  very 
Religion  of  Nature  do  these  people  expect  us  to  bear  much  longer  the 
truce  they  are  preparing  for  us,  without  rising  in  our  midst  and 
defying  them  to  the  issue  at  once? 

The  controversy  now  pending  between  the  state  of  Maine  & 
Georgia,  will  put  our  patience  to  a  severe  test  —  If  Maine  be  per- 
mitted to  maintain  her  stand  as  asserted  by  her  Governor,  then  will 
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the  constitution  of  the  land  have  signally  failed  to  accomplish  one  of 
the  capital  objects  of  its  formation  and  adoption  by  the  States. 

The  Legislature  meet  early  in  Nov'r,  and  will  no  doubt  take  up 
this  subject  seriously  at  an  early  period.  I  confess  I  feel  much 
solicitude  on  the  subject  — 

If  I  had  been  addressing  a  stranger  I  should  deem  an  apology  nec- 
essary for  the  prolixity  of  this  performance  —  but  hapily  I  know  too 
well  the  individual  I  am  addressing  to  consider  any  necessary.  In- 
formation from  his  native  country,  can  never  be  unaceptable  to  his 
generous  and  patriotic  nature — and  conveyed  too,  by  one,  who  feels, 
and  has  always  felt  a  warm  interst  in  whatever  concerned  himself  or 
his  family. 

I  am  sure  my  dear  sir,  that  your  time  is  necessarily  employed  in- 
tensely in  your  public  duties  —  But  at  the  same  time  a  leisure  hour 
may  well  be  devoted  to  an  old  friend,  who  obscure  and  unknown  in 
the  great  world  as  he  is,  has  a  heart  for  friendships  highest  demands 
and  a  memory  that  never  forgets  a  favor  nor  a  friend. 

I  shall  wait  with  much  solicitude  to  hear  from  you.  In  the  mean 
time,  receive  the  warmest  gratulations  of  one  of  your  earliest  friends, 
and  be  assured  that  no  citizen  of  the  U  States  more  sincerely  rejoiced 
in  witnessing  your  rapid  ascent  to  the  temple  of  fame  than  myself. 
With  the  hope,  that  you  may  long  live,  and  continue  your  career  of 
honour  and  usefulness,  to  the  permanent  happiness  and  freedom  of 
the  people  over  whom  you  ha[ve  been]  called  to  Preside, 
I  remain,  with  the  most  unfeigned 

regard,  respect  and  esteem 
Tour  friend 
Genl  Mirabeau  B  Lamar  ) 

)     Henry.  P,  Holcombe 
Texas       ) 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  Mirabeau.  B.  Lamar  Henry  P  Holcombe 

Houston  Augusta  22  Oct  1838 

Texas  (wants  Tiis  Brother  made 

Consul  Charleston) 
Private 

No.  845 

1838  Oct.  22,  D.  H.  CAMPBELL  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Crocket  Hbuston  County 

Texas,  October  22nd  1838 
To  His  Excellency  Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar — 

President  Elect  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 
Dear  Sir. — Permit  me  to  congratulate 

You  and  the  people  of  this  Republic  generally,  on  your  suc- 
cessful canvass  for  the  highest  office  within  their  gift — for  be  assured 
Sir  of  one  thing  as — certain,  that  whether  or  not  a  radical  change  of 
measures  in  this  Infant  Government  was  necessary — ^the  people  think 
it  is,  and  therefore  will  expect  it  at  your  hands — so  far  as  the  Exe- 
cutive will  or  influence  can  be  extended,  particularly  in  relation  to 
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the  defence  of  the  frontier  against — the  Hostile  incursions  of  the 
Savages — nothing  will  satisfy  the  public  mind  on  that  subject,  but 
the  most  prompt  and  efficient  organization  of  a  regular  force,  suf- 
ficient to  give  protection  &  security  to  the  whole  frontier — it  is  with 
pain  and  regret  that  I  inform  you,  that  on  thursday  night  last  the 
18th  Inst,  one  of  the  most  shocking  &  barbarous  massacrees  took  place 
in  this  immediate  vicinity — that  has  happened  on  this  continent  since 
that  of  Wyoming  during  the  Revolutionary  War  in  the  United 
States — ^the  particulars  of  which  were  detailed  to  me  by  Majr.  Elisha 
Clapp  on  yesterday — On  tuesday  the  16th  Inst.  Genl.  Rusk  with  a 
detachment  of  the  Militia  had  a  meeting  with  the  combined  Mexican 
and  Indian  enemy  and  had  with  him  the  most  of  the  men  from  the 
immediate  frontier  on  which  they  were — 

The  relatives  and  several  of  the  neighbours,  wilh  their  wives  and 
children,  congregated  at  the  house  of  Jno  Eden,  when  on  the  night  of 
the  18th,  whilst  preparing  for  repose,  the  house  was  broken  into,  (it 
heing  a  double  one)  where  the  women  &  children  were,  and  the  four 
men  who  were  there  were  in  the  other  end  of  the  house,  and  barrd 
the  doors  against  the  women  &  children  as  well  as  savages — ^whilst 
the  blood  hounds  went  on  with  their  cruelties,  too  great  for  language 
to  depict — Six  Matrons  were  either  killed  &  mangled  directly  or 
wounded  so  they  will  die  the  little  children  were  thrown  into  the 
flames  which  they  kindled  alive,  or  their  brains  dashed  out  against  the 
walls  of  the  house — Eden  has  lost  his  wife  &  eldest  Daughter  killed 
dead — an  other  married  daughter  so  wounded  she  will  die,  and  an 
infant  child  of  his  own,  beside  a  number  of  Grand  children, — ^Your 
old  Friend  and  acquaintance  Wm.  T.  Sadler  has  lost. his  wife— and 
his  wifes  step  mother  Mrs.  Murcheson,  who  were  manglelled  and 
burned  in  the  house,  also  a  Mrs.  Robert  Madden  was  so  wounded  that 
she  cannot  possibly  live — the  Indians  after  having  killed  and  butch- 
ered all  the  women  and  children,  plundered  the  home  of  every  thing 
valuable,  set  fire  to  it  &  took  all  the  horses  except  cne  and  put  off  un- 
molested. Universal  detestation,  and  execration  has  fallen  on  Eden 
and  his  Son  in  law.  Jim  Madden  for  their  basely  cowardly  conduct 
in  the  affair — such  has  been  the  Massacree  of  St.  Peters  Creek — 

If  the  Government  will  raise  a  Regiment  of  one  thousand  mounted 
men,  arm  &  acquip  them  for  one  year,  and  give  me  the  Command  of 
them,  I  will  give  every  pledge  that  an  honorable  man  can  give,  and 
good  collateral  security  to  indemnify  the  Government  fuUy  &  ef- 
fectually— That  I  will  put  to  silence  every  hostile  tribe  of  Indians  in 
Texas,  and  the  Mexicans  in  and  to  come  into  it — at  all  events  such  a 
Corpse  should  be  raised,  let  who  will  have  the  immediate  command 
of  it — I  am  not  anxious  for  it  on  my  own  account. — 

I  have  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency  that  you  will  be  good  enough 
to  postpone — the  appointment  of  a  Chief  Justice  f  [or]  this  county— 
until  you  can  hear  from  the  people  by  way  of  Recommendation  as 
such  a  thing  is  now  on  foot — and  a  protest  against  the  reappointment 
of — Cullen  Aldrich,  who  has  rendered  himself  perfectly  odious  to  the 
Community  by  his  many  acts  of  corruption  &  mal  practice,  no  less 
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than  Six  presentments  were  had  against  him  at  the  last  term  of  the 
Superior  Court. — 

With  every  wish  for  your  health. 
Happiness  and  Successful  Administration. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Most 
Respectfully,  yours. — 

Z>.  H,  Campbell. 

[  Addressed  ]  [  E  ndorsed  ] 
Genl.  Mirabau  B.  Lamar.  D.  H.  Campbell 

President  Elect  of  the  Houston  Cty  22  Oct  38 

Republic  of  Texas.  Report  of  Indian  murder  &c 
City  of  Houston. 

No.  846 

1838  Oct.  22,  H.  McLEOD  TO  At  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches  October  22nd  1838 
Dr  General 

You  have  doubtless  heard  of  the  Mexican  &  Indian  diflS- 
culties  that  have  occured  in  this  section  of  [the]  country  as  they 
transpired —  I  have  written  you  twice  on  the  Subject,  &  would  have 
done  so  oftener,  but  the  only  reply  I  have  been  honoured  with  from 
you,  was  a  mere  passing  reference  to  me,  in  a  letter  to  the  General 
(Rusk)— 

The  trouble  ceased  apparently  with  the  dispersion  of  the  Mexi- 
cans— ^the  Indians  as  usual  professing  peace — The  Mexicans  were 
reported  to  have  gone  to  Matamoras —  About  2  weeks  since  how- 
ever they  made  their  reappearance  by  an  attack  in  conjunction  with 
a  large  party  of  Indians  upon  the  upper  settlement  of  this  County 
at  a  place  called  the  Saline  75  miles  north,  west,  on  the  Neches — - 
killing  &  capturing  together  about  25  persons —  They  also  made 
several  attacks  upon  a  force  posted  at  Port  Houston  (on  the  Trinity) 
not  upon  the  Fort  but  upon  their  foraging  &  scouting  parties — on 
the  10th  Inst,  Genl  Rusk  called  out  the  Militia  of  this  County  (after 
waiting  two  or  three  days  for  requisitions  of  men  from  Shelby — & 
San  Augustine,  who  refused  to  come)  amounting  to  150  men,  which 
increased  on  the  march  to  230 —  and  took  the  field  thro'  the  Chero- 
kee nation —  Big  Mush  their  civil  chief  &  most  influential  man,  wrote 
to  the  Genl  when  he  heard  of  his  arrival — his  letter  was  dated  **4 
miles  from  home  in  the  woods'' — The  substance  of  the  letter  was 
that  most  of  the  Indian  tribes  around  us  had  taken  up  arms  against 
us,  &  had  threatened  his  life  for  burying  the  Tomahawk  in  the  other 
outbreak — (The  names  of  these  tribes  &  such  statistics  of  them  as  I 
can  obtain,  I  will  give  you  fully  hereafter) — Bowles  their  war  chief 
(Cherokee's)  also  sent  a  talk —  The  amount  of  his  was  fright — 
Bowles  was  packing  up  his  plunder,  &  said  it  was  because  he  did  not 
know  at  what  moment  they  would  attack  &  kill  him — 
The  General  resolved  to  move  on  at  once  after  the  enemy,  seeing 
that  a  victory  was  necessary  to  give  the  people  breathing  time,  & 
confidence —  he  did  not  march  direct  to  the  Saline,  as  he  feared 
they  would  perceive  his  approach  &  retire  before  him —  he  marched 
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first  to  Fort  Houston,  laid  in  what  supplies  he  could  procure,  & 

marched  then  across  again  towards  the  Saline —  on  the  morning 

of  the  16th  just  after  day  break  at  the  Kickapoo  Town — we  were 

attacked —  our  camp  was  an  oblong; 

square   thus    with    the    horses    in 

the  centre —  the  attack  was  made 

principally    on    the    head    of    the 

square    within    40    yards    of    the 

guard — but  they  displayed  around 

three  sides  as  marked  &  compelled 

us    to    maintain    the    square — ^for 

this  reason  the  troops  at  the  head 

had    to    bear    the    brunt    of    the 

action — The  woods  were  very   open, 

&    the    trees   large,    affording    an 

admirable    opportunity    for    their 

favorite  tactics  of  fighting  behind 

a  cover — &    The  morning  was  very  misty,  the  commencement  of  a 

rain,  which  made  it  almost  impossible  for  our  men  to  see  them; 

General  Rusk  with  a  view  to  draw  them  out,  as  he  was  then  entirely 

ignorant  of  their  force,  advanced  about  20  paces  &  shouted —  **You 

damned  cowardly ,  come  out  •&  show  yourselves  like 

men."  They  made  no  reply  except  the  yell  &  their  rifles —  General 
Rusk  beleiving  they  had  a  large  force  yet  concealed,  to  throw  upon 
our  left  flank  &  were  only  waiting  for  us  to  charge,  so  as  to  take 
us  while  disordered,  for  They  had  shown  a  few  mounted  men  on  the 
left —  In  about  15  minutes  their  fire  began  to  slacken,  and  a  charge 
was  ordered,  they  were  pursued  for  half  a  mile,  —  ITieir  force  waft 
variously  estimated  at  from  150  to  300 —  my  own  opinion  is  at  least 
250 —  It  was  a  motley  gang —  Mexicans  negroes,  Coshattees,  Cad- 
does,  &  some  thought  Keechies —  Among  the  dead  &  the  nearest 
man  to  our  camp  was  a  Cherokee  named  Tail —  Bowles  says  he  waft 
a  bad  Indian,  that  he  never  could  manage  him  &  that  he  was  well 
killed —  They  left  on  the  ground  11  killed,  &  the  grass  was  full  of 
trails  of  blood —  we  have  since  heard  they  lost  about  30 —  on  our 
side  we  had  11  wounded,  one  badly  but  the  Surgeon  thinks  he  will 
recover —  nearly  every  man  in  the  head  of  the  Square  had  his  clothes 
cut,  it  was  the  closest  shooting,  I  ever  saw  to  do  so  little  execution — 
We  also  lost  about  35  horses — 

The  General  returned  here  immediately  to  call  out  men  enough  to 
scour  the  Country  effectvally —  Bowles  came  in  at  his  order,  &  made 
a  long  &  friendly  talk.  Says  he  will  hold  a  council  &  propose  to  send 
some  of  his  warriors  with  us — 

I  wish  very  much  to  go  to  Houston  but  cannot  while  this  con- 
tinues— 

General  Houston  held  a  long  conversation  with  me  a  few  days 
before  he  left  San  Augustine —  respecting  yourself — &  requested  me 
to  communicate  it —  He  said  that  officious  men,  &  the  enemies  of 
both,  had  fomented  angry  feeling  between  you  &c  &c  &c  —  He  was 
charged  he  said  with  being  your  enemy,  it  was  false,  but,  had  it  been 
true,  he  was  a  patriot  &  would  always  bury  private  animosity  in  a 
regard  for  the  public  weal — That  he  was  charged  with  the  design 
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of  forming  a  party  to  thwart  your  administration.  He  Scorned  Such 
a  course,  if  his  own  had  been  clogged  by  unprincipled  men,  it 
would  afford  him  no  gratification  to  see  yours  suffer  from  the  Same 

cause 

That  in  his  farewell  to  the  Country  he  would  avow  these  sentiments, 
denounce  Such  men,  and  in  terms  he  said  that  would  be  understood. 
And  invoke  for  you  the  full  confidence  &  patriotic  Support  of  the 
Country —  I  could  not  repress  the  emotions  of  admiration,  such 
sentiments  were  calculated  to  arouse  &  I  rose  &  gave  him  my  hand, 
saying  that  I  felt  proud  of  being  the  or[gan]  of  such  sentiments — 
I  hope  for  his  own  sake  as  well  as  yours  he  is  sincere — 

I  owe  Jones  $100  borrowed  money,  I  wish  you  would  say  to  him 
that  there  is  a  plenty  due  me,  &  I  will  refund  as  soon  as  I  get  down 
to  Houston — 

General  Rusk  has  gone  to  San  Augustine  to  order  out  the  Militia 
there— 

Now  if  you  please  occassionally  drop  me  some  missive  of  your  remem- 
brance, a  correspondence  entirely  on  one  side,  is  a  very  dull  affair  I 
assure  you — 

I  understood  your  family  had  arrived — ^Please  present  my  compli- 
ments 

Truly  Yours 
General  M.  B  Lamar  Col.  Hugh  McLeod 

[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

General  M.  B  Lamar  Col.  Hugh  McLeod 

V.  P.  Rep  of  Texas  Nacogdoches  22  Oct  1838 

Houston 

Texas 

Favoured  by  Major  Riley 

Major  Riley  who  bears  thus,  is  Genl  Busk  partner —  He  was  in 
the  action,  &  can  give  you  a  great  deal  of  information  about  the 
Indians  of  this  Country 

No.  847 

[1838  c.  Oct.  23 f],  D.  G.  BURNET,  [HOUSTON?],  TO 
M.  B.  LAMAR 

Tuesday  Mong. 
My  dear  Sir 

Let  me  draw  your  attention  to  one  gentleman  of  unex- 
ceptionable character  and  high  qualifications  for  the  office  of  Atty 
Gtenl  —  I  mean  Judge  John  Scott  of  this  City — He  is  a  profound 
lawyer,  an  honest  man,  a  warm  patriot,  and  hag  been  during  the 
canvass,  a  zealous  friend  —  There  is  but  one  objection  to  him  and 
that  is,  locality  —  Think  of  him  when  casting  these  matters  over  in 
Your  mind  —  I  cannot  refrain  from  again  presenting  to  you  the 
Oalveston  Collector  —  Do  not  be  hasty  to  disturb  that  honest,  faith- 
ful officer  —  and  do  not  be  in  haste  to  promise  on  that  subject  —  Col 
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Turner,  if  a  removal  Should  be  determined  one  will  be  an  applicant — 
and  I  'Spose  many  others  —  The  office  is  one  of  much  importance. 

in  haste 

Yours  truly 
D.  G.  B. 

r  Addressed  ]  [  E  ndorsed] 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  DSL 

Oak-Grove  no  date  nor  place 

Recommending  Judge  Scott, 

No.  848 

1838  Oct.  24,  NICHOLAS  CARTER,  HARROGATE,  YORKSHIRE, 
ENGLAND,  TO  [SAM  HOUSTON,  HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Inquiring  in  regard  to  the  fate  of  his  son,  Thomas  Whincup  Carter, 
of  the  Washington  Company,  Louisville,  Kentucky;  his  official  record; 
his  estate;  postal  charges.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  849 

[1838]  Oct,  24,  [W.  C.?]  DUFFIELD,  [NEAR  NACOGDOCHES], 
TO  J.  S.     MAYFIELD 

Murchesons  Place 

Oct.  24,  12  OQlock 
Dear  Mayfield 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  evening  with  19  men  ^^^ 
found  Gn.  Douglass  with  80  men —  he  is  desirous  of  fighting  ^^ 
Indians  who  are  assembled  in  force  at  the  Saline  of  from  oTi^  ^ 
two  thousand  serious  Reports  no  doubt  all  magnified — we  will  1^*^^ 
here  to  morrow  for  Anglins  place  and  from  there  we  will  go  to  tne 

Saline  and  give  them  a  fight  anyhow we  expect  a  reinforcetn^^ 

from  various  sources  of  one  hundred  men  which  will  make  us  20^ 
strong,  to  make  up  that  quantity  of  200,  we  expect  35 — from   ^^ 
Horton  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  suppose  what  detains  him,  if   tb^^ 
should  be  no  troops  at  Nacogdoges  or  between  here  and  that  plaCf; 
you  will  plase  inform  us  by  express  immediately  at  Anglins  place  uz 
we  must  certainly  have  more  than  100  men  to  fight  one  thous^ 
Indians — If  we  have  to  fight  them  if  it  is  only  with  fifty  men,  j^^ 
desirous  that  we  do  it  immediately  and  let  the  agony  be  over  ^ 
once —  I  am  truly  sorry  the  people  of  Texas  are  conducting  thenj, 
selves  in  this  ridiculous  manner  it  will  be  no  credit  to  them  hereafter 
—  The  I[ndi]ans  look  upon  Rusks  battle  as  a  victory  to  themse[lve]s 
and  defeat  to  us — ^they  are  sorry  that  they  retreated  so  soon  as  they 
think  Rusk  would  have  retreated  at  an  other  fire  from  them,  as  he 
retreated,   immediately  after-  the   Battle — they  are   concentrating  a 
large  force  and  are  very  confident  of  success  they  say  they  can  whip 
all  the  white  men  that  can  be  brought  to  Saline —  they  say  they  are 
ready  then  to  fight  us 
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One  thing  is  certain  we  wUl  fight  them  with  200  men  and  if  we  do 
not  whip  them  you  know  what  will  become  of  us. 

Inform  us  by  express  what  men  we  are  likely  to  get  and  at  what 
time 

Very 

Resptfly 
Yr 
Srt 

Duffield 
PS.  After  we  left  Nacogdoges  on  Sunday  morning  I  took  the  lower 
Road  and  Bradley  &  Horton  with  their  men  took  the  upper  Road 
about,  2,  miles  from  Nacogdoges  Bradley  came  over  to  the  lower 
Road  and  endeavored  to  take  my  men  from  me  (19  in  number)  they 
were  following  him  over  to  the  other  Road —  I  spoke  a  few  words 
to  the  boys  and  they  all  left  Bradley  and  came  with  me —  he  sat 
upon  his  horse,  [swo]re  about  half  an  hour  and  then  Returned  alone — 
the  big  Tunnehau  [Tenaha?]  chief  as  he  styles  himself  would  not  do 
I  open  this  letter  to  say  to  you  to  send  me  some  coffee  sugar  &  cold 
flour, — put  it  in  a  Box  with  my  name  on  it —  or  sew  it  in  a  strong 
sack  and  give  it  to  some  of  the  soldiers  coming  out  that  will  bring  it 
safe —  put  my  name  on  the  sack 

[Addressed]  [  Endorsed] 

Jas  S  Mayfield  W.  C.  Duffield 

Comnd.  Post  Nacogdoges  Important 


(no  date) 


No-  850 


1838  Oct.  25,  A.  W.  NOEL,  AUGUSTA,  [GEORGIA],  TO 

MIRABEAU  BfUONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  prospects  for  employment  in  Texas.  A.  L.  S.  3  p 

No.  851 

1838  Oct.  25,  J.  COWLES,  MACON,  [GEORGIA],  TO  MIRABEAU 
B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  the  fate  of  R.  C.  Saunders,  in  Texas  on  business 
for  General  James  Hamilton,  and  exposed  to  Indians  on  the  fron- 
tier.   A.  L.  S.    2  p. 
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No.  852 

1838  Oct.  25,  H.  McLEOD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches  October  25th  1838 
Dr  General 

I  write  in  haste  at  the  request  of  General  Rusk  to  give 
you  an  outline  of  his  views  in  relation  to  our  [Indi]an  policy —  He 
has  just  returned  from  San  Augustine,  where  he  went  to  call  out 
the  militia,  &  stimulate  public  feeling,  they  did  not  require  it, 
he  found  them  ardent  &  they  will  by  tonight  or  early  on  tomorrow 
[morning]  have  upwards  of  200  men  at  this  point — 

The  time  he  says  has  arrived  for  a  general,  prompt 
&  vigorous  campaign  against  the  Indians — temporizing  will  only 
weaken  [us]  among  ourselves,  and  render  us  contemptible  to  the 
enemy —  At  every  hour  we  hear  of  fresh  depredations,  and  each  petty 
success,  leads  to  bolder  efforts. —  It  may  do  for  those  at  a  safe  dis- 
tance who  have  no  interest  at  stake,  to  prate  the  sickly  sentiments 
of  a  mistaken  humanity,  but  the  man  whose  cabin  is  in  ashes,  whose 
family  are  wanderers  and  himself  hunted  down  like  a  wild  beast, 
must  answer  blow  by  blow,  and  take  blood  for  blood —  that  time  has 
come,  and  General  Rusk  proposes  to  concentrate  the  effective  force 
of  the  Eafstem]  Section  of  the  Country,  upon  the  Indi[an]  terri- 
tory, and  exterminate  the  race  —  (with  the  exception  of  those  who 
are  unequivacally  friendly,  towit — ^the  Shawnees,  Delawares,  Chero- 
kees,  Kickapoos  &  Choctaws)  For  this  purpose  he  will  order  Genl 
Baker  to  move  up  the  Trinity  &  Brazzos  with  200  men,  destroy  the 
Coshatees,  and  move  on  towards  the  three  forks  of  Trinity  &  the 
cross  timbers —  Genl  Dyer  on  Red  River  will  move  Southwest  across 
the  prairies  towards  the  Brazzos —  and  he  Genl  Rusk  will  move  from 
this  point  in  the  Same  direction  passing  thro  the  Indian  Country— 
I  think  you  will  approve  the  plan —  You  can  easily  foresee  what  would 
be  our  condition  with  a  large  Mexican  army  on  our  western  frontier, 
during  these  Indian  incursions —  During  the  paralysis  of  the  moment, 
confusion  &  terror  would  begin,  and  before  either  enemy  could  be 
efficiently  met,  the  Country  would  stampede — 

The  General  is  making  every  exertion  to  bring  this 
force  into  [the  field]  but  he  is  crippled  for  want  of  means —  The 
act  passed  at  the  last  Session  **for  the  protection  of  the  frontier," — 
appropriated  $100,000  for  the  purpose —  And  yet  we  have  never 
had  one  dollar  from  the  Treasury,  2  or  $3000  was  procured  from 
the  land  commissioners  here,  on  personal  security,  and  that  is  all 
we  have  had —  The  merchants  here  refuse  the  Govt  credit  for  one 
dollar —  For  God's  sake  cannot  the  money  that  is  lying  idle,  &  which 
can  only  as  far  as  law  is  concerned  be  used  for  this  purpose  be 
sent  to  us —  Genl  Houston  has  been  called  upon  for  it  several  times — 
The  Cherokees  say  that  24  of  the  Enemy  have  died  since  the  battle 
at  the  Kickapoo  Town,  making  in  all  35  killed —  and  a  large  num- 
ber they  say  wounded — 

Your  friend 

H  McLeod 
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The  Genera-l  desires  me  to  offer  you  his  sincere  regards,  and  to  say 
that  he  would  write  with  pleasure,  but  he  is  so  occupied,  that  he 
has  not  time —  He  will  tho'  as  soon  as  he  can — Please  present  my 
test  respects  to  your  family — ^Tours  truly — HM 

(Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

General  Mirabeau.  B.  Lamar  Col.  Hugh  McLeod 

Vice  President  Nacogdoches  25th  Oct.  1838 

Houston 
Texas 
Politeness  of  Major  Kaufman 

No.  853 

1838  Oct.  26,  WILLIAM  L.  JETER,  COLUMBUS,  GEORGIA,  TO 

MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Receipt  of  a  letter  from  Lamar ;  his  own  intention  to  visit  Texas ; 
personal  and  family  reasons  for  not  doing  so  before;  law  studies;  sale 
of  the  Enquirer;  personal  messages.     A.  L.  S.     3  p. 

No.  854 

1838  Oct,  27,  HENRY  P.  BREWSTER,  VELASCO,  [TEXAS],  TO 

[MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Applying  for  a  position  as  secretary  of  legation  at  Washington, 
[D.  C]     A.  L.  S.     2  p. 

No.  855 

1838  Oct.  27,  BOWL,   [CHEROKEE  NATION?],  TO   [At]    HOR- 
TON,   [NACOGDOCHES?] 

Oct.  27th  1838 
Mr.  Horten  Dear  Sir  I  have  accomplished  my  Desir  in  rasing  my  men 
for  to  guard  and  aid  you  while  you  are  runing  the  Lines  in  somuch 
I  understand  that  some  of  the  white  people  are  against  it  which  I 
am  very  sorry  to  hear  that,  for  we  wish  to  do  write  ourselves,  and  we 
hoped  that  the  white  people  wanted  to  do  the  same  thing  as  for  your 
disputes  among  your  selves  I  have  ordered  my  men  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it  my  express  orders  is  to  my  men  is  to  guard  you  and 
your  property  from  the  enemy  I  hope  that  you  will  be  particular 
with  us  on  consequence  of  us  not  understanding  your  tongue  and 
also  We  will  pay  that  respect  to  you  I  hope  you  will  let  us  know 
when  you  need  us  and  where  and  I  will  be  at  your  service  I  will 
detain  Goyen  till  I  get  a  line  from  you  so  as  he  may  read  our  writ- 
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iujr  I  have  twenty  five  volenteers  to  send  to  you  so  nothing:  more  only 
your  Friend 

Bole 

[Endorsed] 

Copy  of  a  letter 

To  Maj.  Horton 

Bole  to  Horton 

Surveyor 

No.  856 

1838  Oct,  27,  J.  \V.  ROBINSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Gonzales  Oct.  27,  1838. 
My  Dr.  friend, 

I  have  stoppd,  my  friend  Don.  Jose  Antonio  Navarro,, 
to  drop  you  a  line  by  him.  On  this  frontier  you  will  learn  by  him, 
&  the  other  members  of  Congress  of  [the]  many  outrages  and  mur- 
ders, committed  [by  both]  Mexican  &  Indian  foes —  while  holding 
Court  recently  at  Baxer,  I  was  called  upon  to  adjourn  the  same,  & 
go  &  fight  the  Camanchees  who  killed  10  of  our  number  (12).  I 
never  in  my  life  performed  so  mournful  a  service  as  a  funeral  ora- 
tion over  there  grave,  &  then  [re] turned  to  finish  the  buisness  of 
the  court.  I  adjourned  the  court  at  this  place  this  month  to  go  in 
military  array  against  the  Indians.  &  the  same  at  Victoria  cy.— 
Families  are  leaving  here,  for  the  Brassoss  &c.  &  we  must  give  way 
if  not  immediately  supported  by  a  military  force.  You  my  friend 
are  our  hope  &  in  you  we  have  confidence —  If  your  administration 
opens  with  an  ample  plan  of  defence  for  the  frontier,  &  for  a 
vigorou[s]  prosecution  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  I  will  predict,  that 
it  will,  not  only  be  one  of  the  most  popular,  but  one  of  the  most 
useful  and  &  Isic]  one  that  will  be  remembered,  when  the  preceed- 
ing  one  will  be  forgotten,  or  if  named  only  to  be  execrated  by 
every  frontier  man,  woman  &  child,  &  every  friend  to  humanity 
Many  of  my  friends  are  anxious  that  I  should  be  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  court.  I  can  truly  say  to 
you  very  frankly  that  it  is  an  office  that  I,  do  not  desire,  I  know 
the  thorns  of  office.&  the  great  rre]sponsibility  of  that  station.  I 
think  it  one  [lh]at  ought  not  to  be  sought,  but  when  the  same  is 
freely  given  not  to  be  declined.  I  want  no  office  whatever,  but  to 
be  left  to  imploy  my  remaining  days  between  my  farm,  and  my 
profession,  both  of  which  I  passionately  admire —  I  remain  your 
sincere  friend. 


ITis  Excellency 
M.  B,  Lamar 


James  W.  Robinson 
[rubric] 


[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To.  Hon.  James  W  Robinso[n] 

Tlis  Excellency  Gonzales  Octo.  27 —  1838 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 

City  of  Houston  —  Texas 
Pr  Don  A.  J.  Navarro 
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No.  857 

[1838  Octr,  JOHN  M.]  HANSFORD,  [HOUSTON?],  TEXAS, 

TO   [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON?  TEXAS] 

Suggestions  for  the  cabinet  and  the  colleetorship  of  San  Augus- 
tine.   A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  858 

[1838  Oct  J],  ANONYMOUS 

** Texas' ';    the   withdrawal    of   the    application   for   annexation. 
Newspaper  clipping. 
**From  the  Globe." 

No.  859 

1838  Nov,  i,  T.  C.  McKEEN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Columbus  Geo  Nov  1st  1838 
Genl  Lamar 

Dear  Sir — 

I  am  not  apprized  if  your  government  has 
established  a  patent  office  —  I  presumed  it  has  not;  if  it  has,  or  has 
not,  I  desire  that  you  will  represent  me  in  securing  a  Patent  for 
raising  sunken  vessels  &  elevating  them  over  bars  &  shallow  water — 

&c. You  are  acquainted  with  my  practical  efforts  as  you  were 

in  this  city  while  I  was  experimenting  I  am  informed  it  will  be  of 
infinite  importance  to  the  Texian  ports —  You  wll  not  have  forgot 
that  this  result  is  accomplished  by  the  use  of  India  rubber  bag  made 
of  cotton  canvas  coated  with  the  gum  and  made  impervious  to  air 
or  water  placed  in  a  colapsed  or  empty  state  under  the  side  of  a 
vessel  &  air  is  pumped  into  them  through  tubes  attached  to  the  buoys 
or  bag  from  a  condenser  or  force  pump —  I  wish  a  patent  from  your 
gov —  and  do  not  know  how  my  application  can  be  made  better  than 
through  it  worthy  chief  Magistrate  &  my  old  friend — 

My  object  is  not  to  trouble  you  but  to  ask  you,  to  place  this 
letter  &  application  in  such  a  position  as  to  be  a  bar  to  other  appli- 
cations— 
Your  friends  are  all  well 
Very  Respt 

Thomas  C  McKeen 
N.  B.  Mrs.  Jeter  our  old  friend  was  married  to  a  Kentucky  farmer 
a  few  nights  since  he  is  a  good  looking  man,  of  good  repute,  &  hand- 
some  fortune  — 

Thos.  C  McKeen 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  Free  Thos  McKeen 

His  Ex'cy  Col Geo 

M.  B.  Lamar  1st.  Nov  1838 
President  of  Texas 


18~Llbrary. 
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No.  860 

1838  Nov.  3,  JAMES  VAN  NESS,    COLUMBUS,   GEORGLi,  TO 

M[IRABEAU]      B  [UONAPARTE]      LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Bespeaking  a  friendly  interest  in  the  writer's  younger  brother  ICor- 
nelius  Van  Ness,  of  Bexar?]  ;  congratulations  upon  election.  A.  L. 
S.  4  p. 

No.  861 

1838  Nov,  3  W[ILLIA1M  B.  HICKS,  SHELBYVILLE,  TEXAS,  TO 
JOHN  M.  HANSFORD,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Henderson's  trial  in  the  District  Court  of  Shelby  County;  impres- 
sions of  Judge  Branch;  [William  P.]  Anderson  for  Attorney  General 
of  the  Republic ;  Judge  Rains ;  legal  business.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

Note  of  Hansford  [c.  Nov.  5?]  appended. 

No.  862 

1838  Nov,  3,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Savannah    (Geo)    Nov   3'd  1838. 
Dear  Sir. — 

1  wrote  you  by  judge  Woodward  while  in  New  York  a  few 

hasty  lines  in  the  midst  of  the  distressing  anxiety  of  my  mind  pro- 
duced by  the  tidings  which  I  had  received  of  the  illness  of  my  eldest 
son —  of  yellow  fever  in  Charleston.  You  have  doubtless  heard  of 
the  fatal  termination  of  his  disease,  and  that  its  result  has  cost  me 
the  loss  in  his  twenty  fourth  year  of  one  of  the  best  &  most  dutiful 
children  that  ever  blessed  a  Parent —  My  associate  in  business  who 
in  being  the  pride  of  my  own  manhood  promised  to  be  the  stay  solace 

&  suppoit  of  my  approaching  age. 

But  for  the  ten  children  I  have  left  and  the  extent  of  my 

temporal  engagements  in  this  world,  I  should  almost  be  induced  under 
the  severity  of  this  infliction  to  retire  and  indulge  in  the  solitude  of 
my  grief  the  tender  affection  I  entertain  towards  the  memory  of  my 
inestimable  son —  As  it  is,  a  sense  of  duty  has  aroused  me  from  my 
Bed  of  sorrow —  one  of  the  first  objects  which  claimed  my  attention 
previous  to  my  leaving  New  York;  was  to  conclude  a  negociation 
which  I  had  commenced  in  Philadelphia  before  I  heard  of  my  sons 
sickness  in  a  matter  of  no  small  moment  for  your  Republic 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  repeat,  that  on  my  return 

from  England  I  met  in  New  York  Mr.  A.  T.  Burnley  who  requested 
me  to  aid  him  in  his  negociation  for  a  Loan  with  the  B.  U.  S.,  as  he 
thought  from  my  intimacy  with  Mr.  Biddle,  I  might  be  able  to  ac- 
complish it. —  As  the  fact  of  President  Houstons  not  having  ap- 
pointed me  Commissioner  never  produced  the  slightest  degree  of  ir- 
ritation in  my  mind,  however  severelly  my  friend  Bee  might  have  felt 
it  I  did  not  hesitate  to  accompany  him  and  during  the  week  I  stren- 
ously  dedicated  to  this  object  I  should  unquestionably  have  accom- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  op  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  275 

plished  it,  as  far  as  Mr.  Biddies  own  feelings  wishes  &  tendencies 
were  concerned  if  in  the  present  state  of  Texean  question  and  the 
U.  S  as  connected  with  our  own  slave  question  he  had  not  ascertained 
that  he  was  likely  to  encounter  serious  opposition  at  his  own  board. — 
He  therefore  thought  we  had  better  wait,  bide  our  time,  as  in  a  few 
months  events  would  supervene  more  especially  resulting  from  the 
moral  influence  of  your  election  which  would  prepare  the  public 
mind  for  the  contemplated  negociation  in  Europe  if  not  in  this 
Country. — 

1  wrote  you  that  one  of  the  most  inauspicious  circumstances 

that  could  possibly  occur  which  would  prevent  the  recognition  of 
your  independence  by  6.  B.  &  France  &  by  consequence  prevent  for 
another  year  a  negociation  of  your  Loan  would  be  a  blockade  of  your 
ports  during  the  ensuing  Winter. —  The  efforts  which  I  informed 
you  through  my  Letter  by  judge  Woodward  I  had  commenced  to 
procure  you  an  armed  Steamer,  to  prevent  this  result  I  am  happy  to 
tell  you  were  entirely  successful.  My  success  is  attributable  entirely 
to  the  kindness  liberality  and  confidence  of  James  Holford  Esqr.  an 
eminent  Banker,  of  London  who  happened  to  be  in  New  York  &  whose 
acquaintance  I  made  when  I  was  in  England.  This  gentleman  on  my 
application  promptly  furnished  the  means  for  the  purchase  equip- 
ment and  armament  of  this  Boat,  and  she  is  now  preparing  at  New 
York  with  all  possible  dispatch  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
the  Navy  agent  of  Texas  Saml.  M.  Williams  Esqr. — 

■ She  will  probably  armed  equipped  and  provisioned  for  a 

three  months  cruise  cost  your  Republic  about  $140,000  in  your  Bonds, 
but  in  consequence  of  her  being  purchased  at  half  her  value  &  the 
contracts  for  her  equipment  being  very  reasonable  she  will  cost  Mr. 
Holford  about  $70,000  U.  S.  Currency  but  she  will  not  only  be  worth 
to  your  Government  $150,000  but  if  she  was  to  be  built  equipped  & 
armed  she  would  not  have  been  purchased  or  procured  for  less  than 
this  latter  amount. — And  even  to  private  Stockholders  the  day  she 
reaches  New  Orleans  she  would  be  worth  as  a  passage  Boat  $130,000. — 

The  Boat  is  the  new  and  elegant  Steamer  Charleston  the 

first  cost  of  which  in  Philadelphia  was  $117,000.  Her  stockholders 
however  committed  the  singular  mistake  of  placing  her  Engine  & 
Boilers  on  Deck,  this  error  combined  with  the  fact  that  the  Delaware 
Boat  would  not  stand  a  competition  with  the  shorter  route  from  Bal- 
timore to  Charlestion  produced  a  failure  of  the  Company,  and  it  was 
under  these  circumstances  the  Boat  was  bought. — She  was  examined 
by  Brown  the  first  ship  carpenter  in  New  York ;  who  pronounced  her 
in  all  respects  sea  worthy  of  a  beautiful  marine  model  &  of  admirable 
workmanship  In  deed  she  is  but  18  months  &  only  performed  three 
voyages  We  shall  have  an  entire  new  set  of  Boilers  put  in  her  &  these 
with  her  engine  placed  below.  We  shall  arm  her  with  a  long  18  in 
her  Bows  &  a  long  12  in  her  stern  and  4  Medium  32.  or  carronades  on 
her  sides — With  an  abundance  of  munitions  Musket  Pistols  boarding 
pikes  &c. —  As  Mr.  Holford  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  the 
Title  had  to  be  taken  in  my  name.  I  have  placed  Capt.  Pennoyer  who 
my  friend  Bee  knows  very  well  as  the  most  enterprising  skilful  &  in- 
trepid Steam  Boat  Commanders  in  the  U.  S.  in  command  of  her. — 

1  fear  as  she  is  to  be  put  in  first  rate  order  she  will  not  be 

ready  to  to  [sic]  leave  New  York  on  her  way  to  Galveston  before  the 
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last  of  Dec. — but  I  hope  that  the  French  Blockade  will  not  be  lifted 
before  that  period,  and  that  she  will  yet  be  in  time, — before  you  own 
Trade  can  be  interrupted  by  Mexican  Cruizers. — 
As  the  Steamer  we  have  bought,  had  the  most  splendid  accomoda- 
tions &  Furniture  for  120  passengers. — I  would  recommend  you  keep- 
ing her  as  a  Government  Mail  &  passage  Boat  between  New  Orleans 
&  Galveston.  She  will  thus  be  able  to  keep  your  Coast  clear  and 
what  is  a  matter  of  some  value  in  the  present  state  of  your  Finances 
by  passengers  pay  all  her  expences.  For  this  purpose  you  can  not 
possibly  have  a  better  man  than  Pennoyer  who  has  great  experience 
&  ability  in  this  business  &  to  whom  I  have  promised  your  kindest  & 
most  liberal  patronage. — 

1  will  meet  the  Boat  in  New  Orleans  and  go  out  to  pay  a 

visit  to  my  friends  &  to  your  new  &  interesting  Country.  —  I  am 
particularly  desirous  of  seeing  you,  to  confer  with  you  on  many 
points  connected  with  your  foreign  policy  as  I  think  I  can  serve 
your  Government  both  in  England  &  France,  during  the  next  sum- 
mer,— in  reference  to  your  recognition 

As  Mr.  Holford  came  forward  in  the  handsomest  manner  and  in 

effect  advanced  fifty  Cents  on  the  risk  of  one  Dollar  of  your  Bonds 
when  these  Bonds  would  not  have  sold  in  Wall  Street  for  30  Cents 
on  the  Dollar,  I  trust  that  your  Congress  will  in  secret  session  pass  a 
Resolution  forthwith  conferring  Messrs  Burnley  &  Williams  Contract 
with  him.  For  in  fact  the  Boat  with  her  equipments  &  armament 
will  he  worth  every  dollar  in  U.  S.  Currency  what  your  Commissioners 

have  stipulated  to  pay  in  your  Bonds, 

Mr.  Holford  accompanying  me  in  the  Boat  from  New  Or- 
leans to  Texas  and  you  may  expect  us  about  the  15t.  Jany. — ^I  have 
been  particularly  anxious  that  he  should  visit  your  Country  and 
judge  of  its  character  &  resources  from  his  own  observation, —  as 
he  is  a  Banker  of  great  wealth  &  influence  in  London  and  proposes 
making  investments  in  your  Country  if  he  likes  the  state  of  things 
existing  there,  he  may  be  of  the  most  essential  service  to  you  abroad, 
more  especially  from  his  influence  with  the  present  ministery. — in 
ad  interum  point  of  view  &  from  his  connection  with  the  Bankers  in 
a  financial  one. 

It  would  be  a  great  point  as  he  will  in  all  probability  make 

a  commercial  establishment  at  Galveston  that  your  present  Congress 
should  pass  an  act  giving  him  if  not  the  Rights  of  Citizenship  at  least 
the  power  of  holding  Real  Est.  in  your  Country.  As  I  propose  the 
ensuing  month  sending  out  a  gang  of  Negroes  to  settle  a  Plantation 
in  Texas.  T  should  like  to  be  included  in  this  privilege  if  there  is 
nothing  improper  in  my  application. —  But  let  Mr  Holford  by  all 
means  have  this  privilege  as  he  will  in  all  probability  diffuse  a  good 
deal  of  his  capital  in  Texas. 

'■ As  it  is  not  at  all  impossible  indeed  eminently  probable  from 

the  state  of  public  opinion  at  the  North  on  the  slave  question  that  the 
Boat  may  be  stopped  by  some  attempt  of  the  Mexican  Minister  to 
make  out  a  case  of  the  breach  of  Neutrality,  we  have  taken  every  pos- 
sible precaution  in  New  York  to  guard  against  such  an  em[erlgency— 
Hence  the  Resolution  for  the  purchase  of  the  Boat  ought  to  he 
passed  in  secret  session. 
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Pray  keep  this  in  view — I  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance 

for  the  success  of  your  foreign  negociations  national  and  financial — 
^That  your  application  for  annexation  to  the  U  S.  should  be  for- 
mally  withdrawn. 

This  however  should  be  done  with  the  utmost  dignity  and 

with  the  best  temper  and  in  the  best  tone  of  feeling  towards  the  peo- 
ple of  the  U.  S. —  It  should  be  done  on  the  ground  that  your  own  in- 
terests are  to  be  promoted  by  your  own  separate  integrity —  On 
such  an  annunciation  on  the  part  of  your  Minister  Mr  Van  Buren 
will  I  am  sure  send  a  high[l]y  complimentary  Message  to  your  Re- 
public to  our  Congress  in  which  all  parties  will  unite  in  public  mani- 
festations of  anticipations  for  your  future  growth  &  power  &  respect 
for  the  independent  stand  which  your  Republic  has  taken  which  will 
greatly  benefit  your  foreign  relations  with  the  European  Powers  & 
lead  at  once  to  recognition. — 

Indeed  what  have  you  to  expect  or  hope  for  from    us    by 

Union  but  a  marriage  to  the  Fanaticism  of  abolition  and  the  huge 
monopoly  of  an  oppressive  tariff  strangling  your  infant  industry  in 
the  Cradle? —  Where  as  if  you  stand  by  yourselves,  with  duties  of 

15  pr.  Cent  ad  valorem  you  will  supply  the  best  part  of  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi  with  goods  &  will  soon  be  the  most  prosperous 
Country  on  this  Contine[n]t.  — Instead  of  weakening  yourselves  & 
the  Southern  States  by  agitating  the  slave  question  which  our  ad- 
versaries will  involve  in  the  discussion  of  the  question  of  annexation, — 
you  will  be  silently  building  up  a  rock  of  salvation  &  a  pillar  of 
strength  for  the  South  in  which  we  may  we  may  [sic]  stand  &  take 
refuge  when  driven  to  separation  by  the  abolition  of  the  North. — 
An  event  which  seems  to  be  inevitable. — I  throw  these  views  out  to 
you  with  great  deference,  and  let  me  repeat  that  in  reference  to 
early  &  advantageous  treaties  with  the  European  Powers,  you  cannot 
assume  a  tone  too  moderate  &  pacific  in  your  inaugural  Message  which 
is  looked  to  with  great  interest  on  both  sides  of  the  Water. — ^You 
want  now  nothing  but  the  successful  negociation  of  a  Loan  (which 
with  proper  means  &  exertions  may  be  effected  in  6  months)  to  enable 
you  to  equip  an  army  &  navy  &  survey  your  public  Lands  to  enable 
you  to  coerce  Mexico  into  your  own  terms  and  take  your  station  with 
respectability  &  strength  in  the  great  family  of  nations — 

1  have  seen  a  great  deal  of  Mr.  Burnley  your  Commissioner, 

and  I  do  not  think  Presdt  Houston  could  have  well  made  a  better 
appointment.  He  is  very  much  of  a  man  of  business,  and  unites  to 
much  tact  and  a  knowledge  of  the  World  great  zeal  &  perseverance. — 

1  do  not  desire  to  be  considered  as  disparaging  Mr  Williams 

in  the  slightest  degree  in  these  remarks,  as  my  intercourse  has  been 
with  Mr.  Burnley  exclusively  in  relation  to  your  Loan, —  as  Mr  Wil- 
liams has  been  occupied  on  the  concfcrns  of  his  naval  agency. — 

Since  I  wrote  you  by  judge  W. —  I  have  had  two  interviews  with 
Mr.  Biddle  which  induced  me  very  strongly  to  believe,  that  he  intends 
in  the  spring  to  take  the  Loan  as  provided  for  in  your  Loan  act  of  the 

16  May  1838,  as  it  now  stands,  therefore  I  think  it  had  better  not  be 
disturbed,  in  the  smallest  particular, — as  to  the  rate  of  interest  &c. — 
as  the  Commissioners  have  a  suflRcient  discretion  already  on  this 
point — ^As  great  importance  is  attached  to  a  seal  on  the  other  side 
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of  the  Water  you  will  find  on  the  next  page  a  section  which  togetkr 
with  3  other  sections  on  specific  gu[a]rantees  I  think  it  would  be  well 
to  pass. — ^You  see  Dear  Sir  I  write  to  you  quite  like  an  old  acquain- 
tance, but  indeed  on  no  other  authority  than  my  intimacy  with  your 
friends  here  my  respect  for  your  own  character  my  interests  in  your 
County. — In  conclusion  allow  me  to  assure  you  of  the  esteem  &  respect 
with  which  I  am  faithfully  yours 

J  Hamilton 
P.  S.  [on  page  1] 

I  have  ventured  to  write  you  a  very  long  letter  which  I  hope  at  a 
moment  of  your  leisure  you  will  be  able  caref uly  to  read.  Your  reply 
be  so  kind  as  to  direct  to  Charleston. 

P.  S.  [on  page  9] 

The  third  as  well  as  second  sections  of  the  [a]ct  I  deemd  of  great 
importance  to  a  successful  negociation  of  your  Loan.  As  the  best 
negociation  might  be  lost  by  the  time  necessary  to  send  out  to  the 
U  S  for  fresh  powers; —  an  unreasonable  distrust  might  defeat  the 
best  operation.  You  ought  not  to  appoint  any  Commissioners  who 
have  not  your  entire  confidence. 

P.  S.  [on  page  11] 

The  two  sections  of  the  additional  law^  I  merely  give  a  rough 
draft.  It  must  be  put  in  form —  I  believe  with  these  sections  a 
successful  &  highly  advantageous  negociation  of  your  Loan  may  be 
made  in  the  U.  S.  or  in  Europe  early  in  the  spring. 

Sec.  1st.  — Be  it  enacted  that  the  President  of  this  Republic  be 
authorized  by  his  Letters  patent  to  empower  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  negociate  a  Loan  (under  the  authority  of  an  act  passed 
the  16t.  May  1838. —  entitled  an  act  *'to  authorize  the  President  to 
negotiate  a  Loan  on  the  Bonds  of  the  Grovemment  not  exceeding  five 
millions  of  Dollars)  to  afftx  the  seal  of  this  Republic  to  any  Bond 
or  Bonds  they  may  issue  sell  or  negociate  by  virtue  of  or  under  the 
authority  of  said  act. — 

Sec  2d  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  in  case 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  16  May  1838. 
to  negociate  the  said  Loan  should  in  pursuance  of  said  object  have  to 
go  to  Europe  to  sell  the  Bonds  or  Certificates  of  Stock  of  said  Loan 
they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  on  the  sale  of  the 
said  Bonds  to  receive  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  from  the  purchasers 
on  the  transfer  &  delivery  of  said  Bonds  or  Certificates  of  Sto(4 
but  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  deposit  the  nett  proceeds  in  the  Bank 
of  England  same  to  the  credit  of  such  Bank  or  fiscal  agent  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas  in  the  United  States  as  may  be  appointed  or  desig- 
nated by  the  President  of  this  Republic  to  be  drawn  for  as  he  may 
direct. — 

Sec.  3d.  Be  it  further  enacted  that  pending  any  negociation  of  said 
Bonds  in  Europe  in  case  of  the  death  of  either  one  of  the  said 

»Cf.  the  following  draft  with  no.  806. 
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Commissioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  May  16t.  1838.— —  the  serving  Commissioner  shall  have  full 
power  in  his  individual  right  to  sign  seal  execute  sell  deliver  and 
transfer  said  Bonds  or  Certificates  of  Stock  (issued)  in  the  afore- 
said act — &  exercise  all  the  powers  vested  in  both  Commissioners 
by  the  aet  aforesaid,  as  fully  as  if  they  were  both  personally  present 
&  acting. — 

Sec  4  Be  it  further  enacted,  in  case  the  said  Loan  of  5  millions 
or  any  part  thereof  should  be  negociated  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  act 
of  the  16  May  1838.  that  in  addition  to  the  general  pledge  of  the 
faith  &  credit  of  the  Republic  contained  in  the  said  act  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  &  redemption  of  the  principal  of  said  Loan 
that  such  part  of  the  Revenues  arising  from  the  Customs  of  this 
Republic  as  may  be  necessary  shall  be  set  apart  &  semi-annually 
remitted  to  the  TJnited  States  Bank  in  Philadelphia  to  meet  the 
semiannual  interests  on  any  Bonds  issued  under  said  Loan,  and  that 
from  and  after  the  year  1842 —  that  Three  hundred  thousand  Dol- 
lars shall  be  annually  appropriated  and  set  apart  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  Lands  and  invested  in  the  public  Securities  or  Corporate 
Stocks  of  the  U.  S  of  A.  to  form  a  sinking  fund  for  the  ultimate 
redemption  of  the  principal  of  said  Loan  which  said  annual  appro- 
priation shall  be  made  until  a  sum  equal  with  the  accumulation  of 
interest  to  Five  Millions  shall  be  realized  to  extinguish  said  Debt* 

[Addressed] 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lam»r. 

No.  863 

1838  Nov.  4,  N.  CHILDRESS,  SELMA,  ALABAMA,  TO  M  [IRA- 
BEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  the  prospects  for  medical  practice  and  for  a  drug 
business  in  Houston;  the  glocmiy  political  prospect  in  the  United 
States;  personal  matters  and  good  wishes-    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  864 

1838  [c.  Nov.  5f],  J[0HN1  M.  HANSFORD,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS], 

TO   [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Judge  William  P.  Anderson  for  attorney  general  of  the 
Republic,  Colonel  Kennet  L.  Anderson  for  chief  justice  [of  San 
Augustine  County],  and  William  Kimbro,  late  sheriff  of  San  Augus- 
tine County,  for  collector  of  customs.     A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

Appended  to  no.  861. 
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No.  865 

1838  Notr,  5,  A.  BRIGHAM  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,   [HOUSTON] 

Houston  Novr.  5th  1838 
Genl.  Mirabeau  Lamar 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correcting  some  wrong  impressions  which  may  have  been 
entertained  as  respects  the  course  I  took  in  the  late  canvass  for 
the  Presidential  Election: 

I  have  ever,  from  the  commencement  expressed  myself  in 
your  favour : — for  the  truth  of  which  I  will  refer  you  to  Messrs. 
R.  Mills,  Col.  Hall,  Col.  W.  T.  Austin,  and  Judge  Burnett;  also 
to  Col.  J.  A.  Wharton  in  a  conversation  held  with  him  »t  the  Capitol 
a  few  days  previous  to  the  report  of  Col.  Graysons  death. — 

Col.  G.  and  myself  came  out  fellow  passengers  to  this  Coun- 
try, since,  have  lived  near  neighbours,  he  possessed  many  Virtues, 
for  which  I  esteemed  him,  but  never  had  the  most  distant  idea  of 
supporting  him  for  President  of  this  Republic. — 

The  Friends  of  G.  in  this  place,  after  hearing  of  his  death, 
held  a  meeting,  which  at  a  late  hour  after  the  third  invitation 
I  attended,  previously  being  informed  that  Judge  Burnett  was  spoken 
of  to  succeede  Col.  G.  in  his  nomination,  the  course  I  took  on  this 
occasion  I  assure  you,  reflects  no  discredit  to  yourself,  for  this  I  will 
refer  you  to  Judge  Birdsall,  whose  opinion  on  that  occaision  (re- 
specting the  nomination  of  Judge  B.)  corresponded  with  my  own.— 
There  is  not  a  single  individual  who  can  say  in  truth  that  I  ever 
promised  my  support  to  Col.  G. — 

This  communication  would  not  have  been  intruded  upon  you 
at  this  time,  had  I  not  thot.  it  my  duty  to  correct  an  error— 
and  is  done  more  for  that  purpose,  than  with  a  view  to  influence 
you  in  the  least,  in  your  nominations,  however  I  had  hoped  that  my 
official  acts  would  have  met  your  approbation,  and  that  I  might 
in  your  estimation  merited  a  Continuance,  and  on  other  ground  do 
I  desire  it. — 

Pardon  me  My  Dear  Sir,  for  this  intrusion,  when  I  reflect  upon 
the  many  kindnesse  's  my  Familey  have  received  at  your  hands,  partic- 
ularly on  one  occaision,   the  last  attention   given   to   my  late  and 

beloved  Son I  cannot  find  words  that  will  convey  to  you 

my  feelings,  on  that  subject,   or  to   express  to  you  the   gratitude 
which  I  owe. 

Please  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  Highest  Esteem,  and  Respect, 
and  the  Best  wishes  for  Your  future  prosperity,  and  happiness  is 
the  desire  of  Your  Obt.  Servant 

A.  Brigham 
[rubric] 

[Endorsed] 
A  Brigham 
5  Nov— 1838 

Private 
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No.  866 

[1838  c.  Nov,  5f,  T.  LEGER,  BRAZORIA?].    DRAFT  FOR  A 

FAREWELL  ADDRESS  OF  THE  VICE-PRESIDENT 

TO  THE  SENATE 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

I  can  not  express  the  pleasure  I  have  always  experienced  in  find- 
ing myself  amongst  you.  Yet,  since  the  meeting  of  the  first  Con- 
gress, this  sentiment,  which  time  has  only  served  to  increase,  never 
spoke  so  loud  in  my  heart  as  in  the  present  circumstance.  On  the 
eve  of  quitting  the  Presidence  of  the  Senate  to  fulfil  other  duties, 
which  the  voice  of  the  People  prescribes  to  me,  I  feel  the  most 
urgent  desire  to  speak  to  you  of  that  personal  affection,  which 
binds  me  to  each  member  of  this  assembly,  and  causes  me  to  recog- 
nize, even  among  those  to  whom  a  new  popular  choice  has  assigned 
a  place  here,  a  former  companion  in  danger  and  in  toil,  a  rival  in 
devotion  to  our  country's  cause,  and  a  tried  friend  whose  hand  I 
long  to  press. 

I  avow  it ;  I  am  proud  of  this  personal  friendship.  Its  origin  is 
too  noble,  too  pure,  too  advantageous  to  our  republic,  for  me  not 
to  make  it  my  boast.  It  is  Patriotism  —  it  is  Union  in  the  same  views 
of  public  interest,  the  same  ambition  of  advancing  the  national 
prosperity,  the  same  love  of  the  glory  of  Texas  upon  which  is 
founded  this  reciprocal  affection.  Therefore,  in  whatever  circum- 
stances I  may  be  placed,  to  preserve  this  Union  on  its  primitive 
basis,  and  to  cement  it  still  stronger,  if  possible,  shall  be  the  con- 
stant object  of  all  my  wishes,  all  my  efforts. 

If  Union,  which  constitutes  the  strength  of  nations,  is  always 
desirable,  especially  between  the  delegates  of  the  People,  betwen 
the  different  branches  of  the  government,  between  the  Execu- 
tive and  the  Legislature  is  it  important  that  it  should  pre- 
vail. .  Where,  without  it,  shadl  we  find  that  first  element  of 
strength,  of  authority,  of  power, —  the  support  of  the  People? 
Where,  without  it,  shall  we  find  the  resources  indispensable  to  secure 
our  national  Independence,  to  repel  foreign  agression  and  to  gain 
respect  abroad  for  the  character  and  the  flag  of  Texas?  Where, 
without  it,  shall  we  find  that  unity  of  principle,  that  unity  of  views, 
that  unity  of  action  in  all  the  measures  of  Government,  so  necessary 
to  advance  the  onward  march  of  an  infant  nation? 

But,  if  Union  gives  strength  to  nations,  not  less  does  it  insure 
their  happiness.  How  useful,  then,  becomes  the  example  of  Union 
in  the  depositaries  of  power?  No  influence  can  so  efficiently  con- 
tribute to  the  establishment  of  concord  and  harmony  between  our 
citizens.  In  Texas,  our  population  is,  and  of  necessity  will  for  long 
time  be  composed  of  heterogeneous  elements;  of  men  born  in  coun- 
tries the  most  distant  from  each  other,  offering  in  their  language 
and  their  education,  in  their  manners  and  their  morals,  in  their 
principles  and  their  prejudices,  shades  the  most  varied,  the  most 
diffcult  to  reconcile.  To  confound  these  distinctions,  to  destroy 
these  causes  of  disunion,  to  create  out  of  them  a  national  character 
such  as  by  its  nobleness,  its  grandeur,  its  generosity,  shall  command 
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the  esteem,  the  respect,  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  induce 
foreign  nations  to  sue  for  our  alliance,  this  the  happy,  the  glorious 
end  to  which  Union  leads  and  which,  without  Union,  is  inattainablci. 

When  we  reflect  on  the  present  position  of  Texas,  as  well  within 
as  without  do  we  not  find  new  motives  to  remain  united!  —  Within, 
the  late  elections  have  produced  a  general  excitement,  a  kind  of 
political  schock  which  has  given  increased  energy  to  the  natural 
causes  of  division  already  existing  amongst  our  citizens.  The 
electoral  system  of  our  republican  institutions,  notwithstanding  its 
emmense  advantages,  and,  perhaps  in  very  reason  of  that  precious 
equality  of  rights  of  which  it  proves  the  existence, —  our  electoral 
system,  I  say,  necessarily  carries  with  it  the  evil  of  rousing  the 
passions.  Public  men  and  their  acts  are  warmly  attacked,  as 
warmly  defended,  sometimes  misrepresented,  as  often  lauded  to 
excess.  In  the  heat  of  this  contest,  party  spirit  springs  forth  and 
gives  birth  to  political  hatred.  Let  this  never  exist  between  us. 
Let  us  ally  ourselves  more  intimately  than  ever ;  and  by  a  course  of 
conduct  entirely  patriotic,  frank  and  equitable,  joining  strict  justice 
to  a  noble  indulgence,  let  us  unite  in  maintaining  order,  in  restoring 
internal  peace  in  stifling  dissentions. —  Wthout,  if  we  cast  our  eyes 
upon  the  dangers  which  surround  us,  we  behold,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  Mexicans,  whose  hatred  against  us,  is  only  kept  in  check  by  the 
embarrassments  of  the  French  blocade,  and  of  their  intestine  divisions, 
anxious,  in  spite  of  these  obstacles,  again  to  inflict  upon  us  the 
scourge  of  war.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Indians,  regardless  of 
repeated  assurances  of  amity  and  friendship,  have  taught  us,  by 
their  depradations,  to  distrust  their  Punic  faith.  Against  such 
enemies,  what  without  Union,  can  the  most  chivalrous  courage 
effect  ? 

And  it  is  precisely  because  I  am  aware  of  the  immense  internal 
and  external  advantages  which  will  result  to  the  Republic  from  our 
sincere  personal  and  political  Union,  because  I  am  aware  that  I  can 
fully  rely  on  your  cheerful  concurrence  with  me  in  the  adoption  of 
the  measures  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  our  beloved  country, 
that  I  feel,  in  this  occasion,  a  joy  so  pure,  so  profound.  It  does  not 
become  me  at  present  to  speak  to  you  of  the  measures  I  consider 
opportune;  that  is  still  the  province  of  the  actual  administration, 
and  God  forbid  that  I  should  encroach  upon  its  rights.  I  have  too 
much  regard  for  propriety;  and  this  same  motive  compels  me  to 
abstain  hereafter  from  participating  in  your  deliberations.  But 
again  I  repeat  it,  I  deleight  to  recognize  in  the  men,  intructed  by  the 
People  with  the  charge  of  advising  and  aiding  the  Executive  in  his 
labors,  the  elite  of  our  most  talented  patriots  and  the  friends  most 
dear  to  my  heart. 

[Endorsed  in  pencil] 
Lamar's  address  to 
the  Senate  on  leaving 
the  Vice  Presidency  for 
Presidency  — 
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No.  867 

[1838  Nov.  5,  MIEABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAE,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Farewell  address  to  the  Senate  upon  his  withdrawal  as  president 
thereof.     A.    Df.     13  p. 
Mutilated;cf.  no.  866. 

No.  868 

1838  Nov.  7,  J.  P.  HENDERSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Paris  Nov  7th  1838 
My  Dear  Sir 

I  just  have  time  before  the  mail  which  reaches  Haver 
in  time  for  the  sailing  of  the  next  New  York  Packet  closes  to  announce 
to  you  that  I  have  but  this  hour  received  a  communication*  from 
Count  Mole  informing  me  that  the  King  after  fully  considering  the 
proposition  which  I  heretofore  made  to  establish  commercial  relation 
between  Texas  and  France  has  determined  to  agree  to  the  same. 
The  terms  of  that  arrangement  are  perfectly  receprocal  and  are 
in  substance  as  follows.  He  proposed  that  ''the  Ships  seamen  and 
merchandise  of  the  two  Nations  shall  be  received  into  the  ports  of 
each  country  upon  the  same  footing  and  enjoy  the  same  privileges 
as  those  of  the  most  favoured  Nation"  and  which  commercial  arrange- 
ment is  to  continue  in  force  until  some  more  definite  understand- 
ing is  concluded  between  the  two  Countries  or  in  other  words  until 
this  Government  recognizes  Texas  (which  I  hope  will  soon  come  to 
pass)  when  they  will  enter  into  a  formal  Treaty  with  her.  I  have 
determined  to  answer  the  Counts  communication  this  day  and  inform 
him  that  the  terms  which  he  proposes  are  perfectly  satisfactory  and 
indeed  fully  accept  and  ratify  the  agreement.  In  the  communica- 
tion just  received  from  Count  Mol6  he  gives  and  signes  the  terms 
and  it  not  being  a  formal  Treaiy  all  that  I  have  to  do  is  to  inform 
him  of  my  determination  and  send  to  him  in  turn  a  copy  of  the 
terms  signed  by  myself  on  the  part  of  Texas  which  I  will  do  this 
day  and  so  complete  the  arrangement.  I  have  taken  the  precedents 
in  similar  cases  as  the  law  governing  in  this  and  have  informed  this 
Government  that  I  have  full  power  to  make  and  finally  ratify  any 
commercial  arrangement  that  dose  not  amo[u]nt  to  a  Treaty  and 
that  when  the  matter  under  consideration  shall  have  been  fully 
settled  between  them  and  myself  it  may  be  considered  as  completed. 
Such  I  consider  to  be  the  power  which  I  hold  from  my  Govern- 
ment. I  acted  upon  a  similar  understanding  in  England.  I  hope 
you  so  regard  it.  I  know  that  the  Executive  could  not  invest  me 
with  such  power  in  the  case  of  »  formal  Treaty;  as  the  Constitution 
of  Texas  requires  that  all  Treaties  before  they  can  go  into  effect 

*Dated  Nov.  2,  1838.  Printed  In  Garrison,  O.  P..  Diplomatic  Correspondence 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  II,  1283;  as  is  the  remainder  of  the  correspondence 
between  Henderson  and  Mold. 
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must  receive  the  sanction  of  the  President  &  Senate.  With  a  bare 
commercial  arrangment  I  understand  it  is  different  My  instructions 
from  the  former  Executive  are  so  definite  and  limited  as  to  prevent 
any  arrangement  beinor  made  by  me  which  he  would  not  have  sanc- 
tioned. I  would  have  waited  to  learn  whether  or  not  you  were  dis- 
pose [d]  to  continue  in  me  the  power  heretofore  given  me  by  the 
Executive  upon  this  subject  or  rather  to  resume  your  sanction  to  this 
arrangement  before  consumating  it ;  but  I  am  anxious  that  this  Govt 
shall  make  it  public  as  soon  as  possible  so  as  that  it  may  reach— 
the  U.  S.  in  time  to  influence  Mr  Brddle  in  his  determination  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Texian  Bonds.  I  will  send  the  agreement  by  the 
next  packet  in  a  dispatch.  You  will  see  that  it  is  much  stronger  and 
altogether  more  favourable  to  Texas  than  the  arrangment  I  made 
with  England  The  Count  dose  not  remind  me  that  **  until  Prance 
recognizes  Texas  she  will  consider  as  a  paxt  of  Mexico''  &c  &c  as  did 
Lord  Palmerston —  He  only  speaks  of  Texas  as  a  Nation,  The  mistake 
which  some  of  our  editorial  friend [s]  in  the  U.  S.  made  in  announc- 
ing the  **  commercial  arran^rment ' '  which  I  made  with  England  by 
calling  it  a  ** Treaty"  reminds  me  of  the  necessity  of  requesting 
our  Texian  editors  not  to  make  the  same  mistake  in  giving  publicity 
to  your  otficial  announcement  of  this  matter.  Please  excuse  this 
letter  which  I  write  in  great  haste 

Yours  Truly  and 
*Most  respectfully 
J  Pinckney  Henderson 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

To  His  Excellency       Express  Mail  Honl.  J.  Pinckney  Henderson, 

Genl  M  B  Lamar  Paris  7th  November  1838 

Republic  of  Texas  to 

care  of  Executive — ^ 

Sam  Ricker  Jnr 

New  Orleans  Reed  at  New  York 

La  Dec.  31st./38  and  forwarded 

by  your  obt.  Servt 

The  Agent  of  the  Texian  Post  Office  C.  H.  Forbes 

at  K  Orleans  will  please  forward  v.  c. 
this  letter  in  all  haste 

Henderson 

No.  869 

1838  Nov.  8,  M.  HUNT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Clinton   Mississippi 
8th  Novr.  1838 
My  Dear  Sir : 

I  arrived  at  Vicksburg  the  latter  part  of  October  exceed- 
ingly fatigued  by  my  journey  but  without  any  interuption  to  ^^ 
health  from  the  period  I  wrote  to  you  from  Nackogdoches. 

I  have  been  constantly  engaged  in  arrangeing  my  private  a^^^^ 
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and  think  I  have  them  in  a  train  of  completion  which  will  enable 
me  to  leave  N.  Orleans  in  the  packet  of  the  1st  of  Deer,  for  Hous- 
ton I  am  exceedingly  gratified  to  know  that  confidence  in  our  gov- 
ernment has  of  late  increased  so  rapidly.  Some  of  the  wealthiest  and 
most  dintinguished  population  in  this  State  is  emigrating  and  pre- 
pareing  to  emigrate  to  it.  Your  elevation  to  the  chief  Magistracy  of 
the  country  seems  to  be  universally  admitted  most  propitious  to 
every  thing  connected  with  its  advancement,  and  I  avail  myself  of 
every  occasion  to  express  with  pride  my  own  convictions  on  the 
subject. 

I  have  just  l[e^ned]  that  the  commissioners  have  effected  a  loan 
of  five  millions  from  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  I  heard 
the  fact  with  mingled  feelings  of  pleasure  and  dissatisfaction  as  it 
pained  me  to  be  informed  that  one  of  the  conditions  are  that  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  all  public  dues. 
This  condition  would  not  have  been  impolitic  in  '36.  7. ;  but  at  this 
advanced  state,  of  our  unquestionable  independence,  when  with 
proper  efforts  we  ought  to  be  enabled  to  procure  a  loan  at  6  or  eight 
per  cent  interest,  with  the  solitary  conditions  of  paying  interest 
and  refunding  the  am't  at  maturity  I  cannot  acquiesce  as  a  citizen 
of  the  country  and  would  not  if  I  were  an  officer  of  government.  It 
will  be  equivalent  to  a  bounty  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  a  year  to 
the  Bank,  if  the  loan  is  for  20  years,  to  the  exclusion  of  our  ability 
to  regulate  our  own  currency  &.c  &.c  &.c  I  have  not  time  or  space 
to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  matter  now,  but  I  am  convinced  that 
if  you  view  it  as  I  do  you  would  avail  yourself  of  all  honorable 
means  to  cause  this  obnoxious  feature  to  be  stricken  out  or  the  loan 
annulled. 

In  haste  I  am  your  friend 
Memucan  Hunt 
To 

His  Ex 

M.  B.  Lamar 
P.  Elect 

R.  Texas 


[Addressed] 

[Endorsed] 

From  M.  Hunt                 18  3/4 

Gen  M  Hunt 

Clinton  Miss 

To  His  Ex: 

8th  Nov  1838 

M.  B.  Lamar 

V.  President  of  Texas 

and  P.  Elect 

Houston  Texas 

Care  of  the 

Texian  P.  0  Agent  New  Orleans 
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No.  870 

1838,  Nov.  9,  G.  B.  LAMAR  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Savannah  9  Nov  1838 
Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar 

Texas,  Dr  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  some  time  in  July  4 
sent  you  some  Land  Scrip  to  be  located — &  have  not  since  heard 
of  it —  please  to  say  whether  it  went  safely  to  you  &  what  else  that 
may  be  necessary —  It  was  for  1600  acres  only  &  some  of  that  issued 
to  Thos.  Toby— 

I  perceive  that  you  have  been  elected  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
Republic —  and  as  you  are  shortly  to  be  installed  &  will  probably 
give  some  exposition  to  your  constituency  &  to  the  World  of  the 
principles  on  which  you  will  act  as  Chief  Magistrate,  I  trust  you 
will  receive  the  suggestions  which  I  propose  to  make  in  the  spirit 
they  are  intended —  and  weigh  them  in  your  judgement  &  take  them 
for  what  they  may  be  found  of  worth  if  of  worth  at  all — 

I  know  that  without  any  knowledge  of  what  it  may  be  in  your 
power  to  do  with  a  very  peculiar  people  &  without  any  experience  in 
the  details —  I  shall  probably  very  far  mistake  what  may  be  prac- 
ticable— yet  I  give  you  what  I  think  most  desirable  &  you  can  bet- 
ter judge  of  the  practicability — 

As  to  Mexico — 

Some  firm  &  decisive  measure  will  be  necessary  to  force  her  to 
reason —  &  to  cause  her  to  respect  your  people  &  to  let  them  pursue 
their  avocations  in  quiet —  &  indeed  to  open  to  them  all  the  inter- 
changes of  trade  &  commerce — To  effect  this  two  ways  only  suggest 
themselves —  1st  By  such  a  discreet  &  prudent  course  towards  her 
&  the  rest  of  the  World  as  will  command  the  respect  &  regard 
and  the  confidence  of  other  people — &  thereby  obtain  the  means  of 
so  forcing  her  into  measures —  either  through  Loans  on  your  credit- 
or by  foreign  aid —  or  both  combined —  or  2d  By  directly  attracting 
all  the  dissolute  &  abandoned  of  all  other  nations  to  your  standard 
by  a  proclamation  of  universal  plunder —  Which  such  a  horde  more 
might  &  probably  would  be  effected —  but  cui  bono?  You  could 
not  expect  order  or  subordination  from  such  a  combination — and 
though  they  might  &  probably  would  conquer  Mexico — they  would 
require  themselves  to  be  conquered —  before  any  thing  valuable  could 
be  produced  of  them —  I  would  therefore  recommend  the  use  of  all 
conciliatory  measures —  consistent  with  a  just  respect  of  your  own 
people —  &  such  negociations  with  the  powers  of  Europe  &  particu- 
larly with  England  &  France  as  would  furnish  the  necessary  aid  by 
granting  them  commercial  facilities  &  advantages  to  be  cancelled 
whenever  the  sums  should  be  repaid — or  otherwise — It  strikes  me 
that  your  Minister  to  England  should  be  empowered  to  go  also  to 
France  &  by  passing  from  one  to  the  other  Court  &  exciting  each  by 
the  other,  that  he  could  procure  the  aid  of  one  &  the  recognition  of 
both  powers — Your  position  being  so  extremely  favorable  for  furnish- 
ing supplies  to  the  richest  portions  of  the  World —  it  must  be  impor- 
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tant  to  them  both  to  secure  your  Commerce —  No  Cordon  that  the 
U  S  could  establish  could  prevent  all  the  S  Western  States  &  part 
of  Ohio  Indiana  &  Illinois  from  getting  their  supplies  of  manu- 
factured articles  through  Texas —  so  long  as  our  Impost  System 
continues — 

Annexation  to  the  U  States — 
On  this  subject  I  need  say  but  little —  for  I  know  you  were  originally 
opposed  to  it — and  unless  you  find  no  other  means  of  preserving  your 
existence  as  a  free  people —  I  trust  you  remain  so — So  long  as  you 
would  desire  to  act  effectually  on  the  Govts  of  Europe —  the  idea 
should  not  be  encouraged  but  scouted — > 

Trade— 

You  are  so  entirely  an  advocate  of  Free  Trade  as  well  as  I  am,  that 
I  need  say  but  little  on  this  head — I  would  begin  as  early  as  possible 
to  procure  the  means  for  the  support  of  Govt —  by  direct  Taxes —  & 
abandon  the  Impost  system  altogether — But  this  will  not  be  good 
policy  so  I'/ng  as  your  negociations  with  England  &  France  require 
you  to  hold  out  to  them  free  admission  of  their  goods —  &  it  may  be 
necessary  to  give  to  one  or  the  other  the  exclusive  right  of  supply- 
ing your  people  for  a  term  of  years —  for  other  considerations  of 
more  importance  to  you  at  present — Under  your  circmnstances  you 
must  not  expect  to  do  all  ycni  wish  —  but  to  effect  the  most  that  you 
can —  Establish  Justice,  good  order,  and  secure  the  rights  to  prop- 
erty—  &  if  possible  limit  the  suffrage  to  the  freeholders  of  320  acres 
Land — And  with  such  provisions  for  constitutional  alterations  as 
will  effectually  protect  them  against  the  inroad  of  Demagogues  here- 
after — in  such  a  cause  you  might  afford  to  be  a  Martyr — 

Public  officers — 
Hold  them  all  to  a  strict  accountability —  adopt  a  rigid  system  in 
the  beginning —  you  can  at  any  time  soften  it —  but  it  will  be  very 
difficult  to  obtain  it  otherwise — Let  a  personal  performance  of  their 
duties  as  well  as  strict  accountability  for  funds  be  rigidly  required 
in  all  cases — An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure — 
Have  no  favorites —  nor  any  enemies —  but  evildoers —  But  you 
may  use  policy  in  your  measures —  it  is  not  always  necessary  to 
speak  out  plainly — tho*  it  is  generally — 

Encourage  Agricultural  Industry  by  such  assurances  of  pro- 
tection in  the  enjoyment  of  its  results  to  the  owner —  as  the 
strength  of  your  government  can  give — Let  his  Land  titles 
be  established  beyond  question —  Let  his  products  find  the  best 
&  freest  markets  &  Let  his  supplies  come  to  him  on  the 
easiest  and  cheapest  terms —  Let  Agriculture  flourish  &  my  word  for 
it,  all  other  interests  (which  indeed  rest  upon  it) — ^must  of  neces- 
sity prosper — Let  Justice  be  administered  with  economy  &  speed —  & 
in  criminal  cases  with  the  just  view  of  the  Law —  i.  e.  to  deter  evil- 
doers &  not  to  gratify  revengeful  feelings — 

Give  all  possible  countenance  to  Religion,  let  the  pious  &  upright 
Christians  be  preferred  in  all  public  matters —  Couse  all  public 
officers  to  give  aid  &  protection  to  religious  people  and  to  religious 
observances — Yourself  give  the  example  of  your  influence  and  your 
observance  of  all,  Christian  duties  &  countenancing  the  Ministers  of 
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all  sects  of  Christians — giving  them  your  special  personal  attention 
&  encouragement —  on  all  proper  occasions —  They  are  worth  more 
than  all  your  Judges,  your  juries,  your  sheriffs  &  your  executioners — 
They  prevent  evU —  while  others  hut  punish  it — Take  this  solemn 
injunction  which  I  make  you  in  all  sincerity  most  solemnly  to  your 
heart — and  if  you  could  but  realise  the  blessings  promised  by  the 
Gospel  to  all  who  accept  it —  you  would  then  be  more  worthy  and 
much  better  qualified  for  the  performance  of  the  important  duties — 
which  are  about  to  devolve  upon  you —  I  am  fully  assured  that  you 
can  effect  no  good  without  the  Almighty  Aid —  and  I  feel  equally 
assured  that  with  it —  you  have  nothing  to  fear  either  as  President 
of  a  young  Republic  or  as  M  B  Lamar — 

Excuse  me  for  dwelling  on  this  subject —  because  I  know  you 
are  aware  that  I  once  most  unfortunately  was  very  careless  on  such 
subjects —  /  am  convinced  of  my  error  as  much  as  I  aim  that  I  ever 
saw  you —  and  I  would  as  I  value  your  eternarl  welfare,  have  you 
convinced  too — Nothing  more  is  necessary  than  to  take  the  right 
means  &  the  constant  use  of  them  according  to  the  Gospel  promises 
Take  your  polar  star —  in  all  that  is  Good —  and  the  Gospel  as 
your  Compass  &  your  guide —  and  you  will  very  soon  realise  eil 
its  promises —  &  be  prepared  much  better  for  the  duties  and  obliga- 
tions of  office  in  this  World —  but  what  is  of  much  greater  impor- 
tance for  that  which  is  eternal  &  unchangeable —  and  to  which 
we  are  all  hastening  with  the  speed  of  Time — ■ 
Had  you  but  this  addition  to  your  other  qualifications —  would 
you  but  obtain  it —  would  you  but  let  me  now  with  the  example  of 
our  own  Genl  Washington  before  you —  enjoin  it  on  you  to  embrace 
it  with  all  sincerity  I  could  guarantee  to  the  people  of  Texas  such 
a  Ruler  as  they  have  never  dreamed  of  &  in  you — 

You  will  have  heard  long  before,  of  my  sudden  and  great  afflic- 
tions—  You  may  (as  I  did  formerly)  suppose  that  I  have  in  conse- 
quence of  them  been  estranged  from  my  right  reason  —  But  believe 
not  such — they  are  suggestions  of  the  Devil — The  reason  of  the  world 
on  that  subject  is  truly  from  him —  I  hope  I  am  estranged  from  it 
forever — &  that  you  will  be  too —  I  am  sure  my  health  is  as  good 
&  my  faculties  of  mind  as  vigorous  as  ever — and  though  I  see  such 
important  subjects  through  a  different  medium,  I  am  assured,  I  see 
them  in  a  juster  truer  light  and  moreover,  in  a  more  reasonable 
one —  Nor  was  I  frightened  into  this  change  nor  brought  to  it  by 
despair  at  the  time —  I  never  despaired  while  in  the  utmost  danger, 
with  no  visible  means  of  escape  &  all  reasonable  chances  in  the 
proportion  of  ten  millions  to  one  against  me —  Nor  did  I  perceive 
any  change  in  my  mind  or  my  feelings  at  any  time  during  my  dan- 
ger—  Nor  until  I  was  some  days  on  shore — I  state  these  things  to 
convince  you  that  I  cannot  be  deceived —  But  I  do  feel  that  I  have 
been  chastened  by  my  afflictions  — that  I  now  feel  that  in  some  meas- 
ure my  duties  &  my  obligations  to  an  all  wise  &  Kind  Creator  who  has 
prepared  a  plan  for  Man's  Redemption,  consistent  with  his  justice — 
and  that  all  who  neglect  or  refuse  to  accept  it,  are  rebels  in  his 
sight  &  deserving  his  punishment — If  this  be  deception  &  I  be  further 
deceived  in  endeavoring  to  be  reconciled  to  God —  by  obedience  to 
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his  Laws  and  gratitude  for  his  bounties  &  his  mercies —  then  I  glory 
in  the  deception — •  and  I  should  hold  him  my  worst  enemy  who  would 
deprive  me  of  it — Endeavor  to  humble  your  heart —  and  to  serve 
God  with  reverence  &  sincerity —  and  you  cannot  fail  to  be  a  better 
Man  and  a  better  Ruler — 

If  you  have  no  better  offer,  I  would  like  to  be  your  Consul  for 
this  port — 

If  I  can  I  wish  also  to  pay  you  a  visit  in  February  next — ^Mean- 
while I  am 

truly  your  friend  &  Relation 

G  B  Lamar 

[Addressed  ]  [Endorsed  ] 

Double  G.  B.  Lamar 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  Savannah 

President  elect  Nov.  9th.  1838 

Texas  Founded  by 

William  Bryan 
56  Common  Street 
New   Orleans 

No.  871 
1838  Nov,  11,  A.  NEILL  TO  J.  KERR 


San  Antonio  de  Bexar 
Dear  Sir  11th  November  1838 
I  have  been  at  this  place  since  Court  and  expect  some- 
what to  remain  a  week  or  two  longer.  I  have  some  business  on  hand 
keeping  me  here  on  that  account  I  will  not  be  in  Houston  until  late 
in  the  Session,  I  am  an  applicant  for  the  office  of  District  Attorney 
for  the  fourth  Judicial  District  to  fill  the  place  of  Mr.  Van  Ness — I 
would  therefore  take  it  as  a  favor  of  you  to  present  my  name  to  his 
Excellency  for  nomination  and  in  doing  so  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  your  associate  representatives  from  the  West  and  also  to  the 
Members  of  the  L.  L.  Generally. —  I  will  also  state  plainly  to  you 
that  an  effort  may  be  made  against  me  by  our  District  Judge  and 
others  as  I  was  appointed  one  of  the  Committee  at  the  last  term  of 
the  Court  at  this  place  to  examine  applicants  for  license  to  practise 
at  the  Bar  and  considerable  excitement  is  raised  against  myself  and 
others  because  we  reported  un  favorably  of  G.  W.  Lewis  alias 
Stephen  W,  Foreman — I  will  only  state  to  you  that  I  have  acted  on 
that  occasion  as  I  would  do  again — ^You  must  be  some  little  acquainted 
with  character  of  the  Man  and  can  judge  accordingly — I  beg  you  to 
refer  to  Genl.  Dunlap  &  Genl.  Portis  who  were  here  at  the  time  for 
further  particulars.  You  are  authorized  to  use  this  letter  as  you 
see  proper  and  in  presenting  my  name  to  the  President  I  believe  I 
could  have  the  support  of  the  members  of  the  West.  Give  my 
respects  to  Messrs.  Linn — Roman  &  others 

IS—Llbrary. 
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There  is  nothing  new  here  of  late  at  least  no  more  disturbances 
since  the  fight  in  which  we  lost  so  many  men — The  place  is  remark- 
ably dull — if  any  thing  of  consequence  takes  place  I  will  give  you 
notice  while  I  am  here — ^Write  to  me  at  Gonzales  and  let  me  have 
the  news  of  the  Capital — there  is  much  depending  here  in  the  West 
as  to  the  course  vrhich  is  to  be  pursued  as  to  protection — but  I  con- 
ceive the  great  difficulty  is  the  want  of  means — We  are  anxious  to 
hear  what  is  going  on  I  am  almost  afraid  this  country  or  a  great 
portion  of  it  will  be  vacated  unless  some  thinj?  is  done  to  keep  it 
np.  — 

By  attention  to  my  interests  herein  expressed  you  will  confer  a 
favor  which    will  not  be  forgotten — 
I  am  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obt  sert  and 
fraternally 
A.  NeiU 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Hon  James  Kerr  A.  Neill — 

Houston  Dist  Atty  4th  Judc  Dct  — 

A  Neill 
Nov.  11.  1838 
Came  to  hand  in  Houston  22d  Nove  1838 
James  Kerr 

No.  872 

1838  Nov,  14,  J.  P.  HENDERSON  TO  M.  B.  LAAfAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Paris  Nov  14th  1838 
Excellent  Sir 

In  the  several  letters  which  I  lately  addressed 
you  and  which  I  hope  you  have  ere  this  received  I  informed  you 
fully  upon  all  subjects  connected  with  my  mission  at  this  Court. 
With  this  I  forward  in  a  dispatch*  to  the  Secy  of  State  containing 
the  agreement  wich  I  have  entered  into  with  this  Government  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  a  direct  trade  between  the  Ports  of  Texas 
and  France.  As  this  letter  will  pass  through  the  U.  S.  in  the 
express  mail  and  the  despatch  in  the  slow  I  herein  send  you  a  trans- 
lated copy  of  the  terms  of  the  commercial  arrangment.  They  are  as 
follows 

''Until  the  mutual  relations  of  Texas  and  France  are  regulated 
in  a  complete  and  definite  manner,  the  citizens,  the  vessels,  and  the 
merchandize  of  the  two  countries  shall  enjoy  in  every  respect  in 
each  of  the  Countries  the  treatment  accorded  or  which  may  even- 
tually be  accorded  to  the  most  favored  Nation,  conformably  more- 
over to  the  respective  usages''  You  will  see  that  by  inserting  the 
words  **or  which  may  eventually  be  accorded"  France  secures  to 
herself  every  advantage  which  Texas  may  hereafter  think  proper  to 
give  by  treaty  to  any  other  Nation  the  same  however  gives  Texas 
every  advantage  in  her  intercourse  with  France  which  is  now  or  may 

^Henderson  to  Irion,  Nov.  12,  1838.  Printed  in  Garrison,  G.  P.,  DiplOfM^ 
Correspondence  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  II,  1233. 
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hereafter  be  enjoyed  by  other  Nations  the  most  favoured.  As  I 
understand  the  spirit  of  our  institutions  Texas  is  not  disposed  to 
yield  any  peculiar  advantage  to  any  Nation —  That  she  intends  to 
place  all  on  the  most  perfect  equality  &  ask  no  peculiar  favour  that 
she  will  not  reciprocate  and  give  none  that  is  not  returned.  I  there- 
fore did  not  hesitate  to  agree  to  the  terms  proposed  fully. 

Mr.  Jones  the  Minister  at  Washington  has  informed  me  that  he 
has  withdrawn  the  application  for  the  Annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
U.  S.  I  lost  no  time  in  informing  this  Government  of  that  important 
fact.  In  viewing  the  English  shipping  in  her  various  ports  I  was 
struck  with  the  large  number  of  free  Negroe  &  Mulatto  sailors 
employed  on  their  vessels —  especially  on  those  trading  with  the 
West  Indies  and  South  America —  that  fact  impressed  me  with  the 
great  necessity  that  Texas  should  in  her  first  as  well  as  all  subse- 
quent Treates  provide  against  admitting  any  vessel  into  her  ports 
which  shall  be  in  part  or  in  whole  maned  by  free  Negroes  or  Mulat- 
tos. The  recent  emancipation  of  the  West  India  Slaves  and  our  con- 
tiguity with  those  Islands  renders  it  now  doubly  necessary  for  our 
own  safty.  As  the  U.  S.  will  in  all  probability  be  the  first  Nation 
with  whom  Texas  will  conclude  a  commercial  treaty  I  presume 
that  she  will  find  but  little  diflSculty  in  that  case  of  making  the 
necessary  restrictions  in  this  regard  It  is  especiall[y]  necessary 
that  the  first  treaty  which  Texas  enters  into  should  provide  against 
that  evil;  because  if  she  grants  one  Nation  the  privilege  of  enter- 
ing her  ports  with  every  kind  of  sailors  she  cannot  afterwards  refuse 
a  like  privilege  to  another  Nation — ^Particularly  if  she  intends  to 
carry  out  the  principle  of  placing  all  on  terms  of  equality.  I  have 
in  a  recent  letter  to  Mr.  Jones  called  his  attention  to  this  subject 
as  I  presumed  he  might  at  this  time  be  discussing  articles  of  a  treaty 
of  Commerce  with  the  U.  S.  I  also  called  his  attention  to  the 
important  matter  of  securing  if  possible  at  this  time  when  the 
sympathies  of  the  U.  S.  people  and  Govt  are  in  our  favour  the  navi- 
gation of  Red  River  &  through  the  Mississippi  to  the  sea.  It  does 
seem  to  me  that  it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  laws  of  Nature 
that  a  Nation  should  have  the  right  to  claim  the  free  Navigation  of 
all  rivers  which  run  in  part  throug:h  its  territory  and  form  a  natural 
outlet  to  the  sea.  If  I  mistake  not  the  U.  S.  Govt  advocated  that 
doctrine  in  a  dispute  with  England  or  rather  a  debate  upon  the 
subject  of  navigating  the  St  Lawrence.  It  is  certainly  worth  con- 
tending for  and  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  your  views  on  the  above 
subjects 

Tours  Truly 
Henderson 

Express  mail 
[Addressed  1  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Excl  Hon.  J.  Pinckney  Henderson 

Genl  M.  B.  Lamar  Paris  November  14th  1838 

Republic  of  Texas  to 

Executive — 
Care  of  S  Ricker  Jnr 

N.  Orleans  Reed  and  forwarded  by  your  0.  S. 

C.  H.  Forbes  V.  C.  Y. 
N.  T. 
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No.  873 

1838  Nov.  15,  STEPHEN  B.  NORTH,  MOBILE,  [ALABAMA],  TO 
[MIRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Statement  of  terms  upon  which  he  is  willing  to  come  to  Houston 
for  dental  work.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  874 

1838  Nov,  15,  T.  M.  BRADFORD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Montgomery,  Ala:  Nov.  15,  1838 
Dear  Sir, 

Permit  an  old  acquaintance  to  congratulate  you  on  the  occasion 
of  your  recent  election  to  the  distinguished  Station  of  President  of 
the  Republic  of  Texas.  And  in  doing  so,  I  think  it  proper  to  say  to 
you,  that  a  project  for  the  conquest  of  the  whole  of  Mexico,  is  now 
a  subject  of  frequent  discussion  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  reflected  much  on  its  practicability  myself;  and 
among  the  many  who  I  heard  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject, 
but  one  sentiment  prevails — it  would  be  laudible  and  patriotic. 
The  expedition  would  have  to  be  organized  and  carried  on  under  the 
Texas  flag,  and  by  the  approbation  of  the  Texas  government.  All 
that  is  wanting  now,  is,  for  some  distinguished  man  to  say  the 
word — and  you  may  rely  upon  it,  the  material  is  now  ready.  If  it 
would  not  be  inconsistent  with  your  present  Station,  to  head  an 
expedition  to  extend  your  republic  to  the  pacific,  be  assured  no  ones 
name  would  round  up  more  zeal  in  such  a  cause.  The  unsettled 
differences  between  your  government  and  that  of  Mexico,  and  the 
continued  efforts  on  the  part  of  that  government  to  make  war  on 
you  through  hordes  of  indians  on  your  borders,  is  sufficient  cause 
to  to  [sic]  justify  aggressive  measures. — I  view  it  as  one  of  the 
grandest  projects  that  has  ever  occurred  since  the  American  revolu- 
tion, and  in  which  patriots  and  Statesmen  could  engage,  with  cer- 
tainty of  siccce^,  and  distinction.  It  would  be  giving  freedom  and 
liberty  to  a  large  portion  of  the  human  race  that  have  been  kept  in 
ignorance,  and  under  the  most  oppressive  government,  for  ages. 

Will  your  Congress  sanction  and  authorize  this  expedition?  and 
will  you,  Sir,  go  as  commander  in  chief?  If  so,  I  assure  you,  from 
information  and  observation  in  which  I  cannot  be  mistaken,  that  at 
the  first  tap  of  the  Drum  for  volunteers,  50,000  men— (100,000  if 
necessary)  will  rally  under  your  standard  and  bear  it  triumphantly 
and  plant  it  immovably  on  the  walls  of  the  city  of  Mexico! — and  the 
humble  writer  of  this  will  be  among  the  foremost  in  that  glorious 
expedition. 

The  present  time  is  peculiarly  well  suited  to  carry  this  project 
into  effect.  The  embarrassment  in  all  kinds  of  business  in  the  U. 
States  and  the  general  derangement  of  financial  matters,  have  thrown 
thrown  [sic]  thousands  out  of  business  who  would  zealously  engage 
in  this  glorious  cause.  The  revolutionized  state  of  some  parts  of 
Mexico  shows  that  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  coun- 
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try  would  be  pleased  at  a  change,  of  government,  and  hail  the 
approach  of  an  army  of  deliverance  with  pleasure.  It  can — it  must 
be  done. 

Do  write  me  and  let  me  know  your  views  on  the  subject.  If  you 
cannot  go,  what  do  you  think  of  Gen'l.  Hamilton  of  S.C.  and  Genl. 
Gaines  of  the  U.S.  army.  I  think  either  or  both  would  go  with  us. 
I  am  now  entirely  unengaged  and  can  go  to  any  part  of  the  U.States 
to  attend  to  any  thing  calculated  to  promote  the  business.  This 
matter  has  engaged  my  attention  for  more  than  18  months.  I  have 
consulted,  confidentially  with  some  of  the  heaviest  capitalists  in  the 
United  States. — The  money  can  he  Kad — ^Now  is  the  time. 

I  shall  set  out  for  Jackson,  Mississippi  in  a  few  days,  where  I  shall 
be  happy  to  hear  from  your. 

Your  friend 
Hon.M.B.Lamar  Tho,  M.  Bradford 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Hon'ble  M.  B.  Lamar  T  M  Bradford 

Houston,  Nov  18th  38 

Texas, 
via  New-Orleans 

No.  875 

1838  Nov.  16,  H.  McLEOD  TO  [M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON] 

Head  Quarters 

Nacogdoches  Novr  16th.  1838— 
Dear  General, 

Since  I  last  wrote,  another  Army  has  been  in  the  field,  a  few 
trifling  Indians  killed,  but  nothing  done  —  The  cherokees  were 
thought  from  some  suspicious  appearances,  to  have  begun  hostilities 
upon  the  settlements  below  us  —  The  Army  then  lay  at  the  Sabine, 
75  miles  north  of  this  place,  It  was  necessary  to  ascertain  the  fact, 
before  leaving  the  frontier,  with  nearly  all  the  fighting  force  of  the 
Country  —  The  Army  waited  3  days  for  information,  and  receiving 
none,  the  General  feared  the  worst,  and  moved  down  to  Bowles* 
house,  —  There  we  found  everything  quiet  The  General  then  called 
upon  the  officers,  to  raise  300  men,  out  of  500  then  in  the  Army,  and 
march  to  three  forks  of  Trinity,  &  destroy  the  villages  of  the  wild 
Indians,  but  45  men  were  willing  to  go  —  We  are  all  without  commis- 
sion, and  had  no  means  of  forcing  them — 

The  General  leaves  today  for  Red  River,  to  make  an  effort  to  carry 
a  force  from  there,  and  cripple  them  sufficiently  to  give  breathing 
time  for  the  adoption  of  a  permanent  means  of  defence  — 

Be  has  written  upon  this  Subject  fully  to  Major  Benton,  and  desires 
that  you  will  read  &  consider  it  — 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  letter**  which  is  a  specimen  of  what  are  re- 
ceived daily —  You  will  perceive  the  dangers  that  may  beset  you,  and 
God  grant  the  Congress  may  give  you  the  means  to  avert  them  —  I 
do  not  beleive  the  letter  —  but  to  ascertain  the  truth,  the  Genl.  & 
myself  go  the  shawnee  village  today  — 

•This  letter  is  not  now  in  the  Lamar  Papers. 
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I  am  anxious  to  get  home,  but  cannot  for  several  weeks  yet  —  I 
have  gained  much  information  *of  the  Indians  here,  their  numbers— 
resources — disposition  &c,  which  I  desire  to  impart,  but  cannot  in  a 
letter —  The  damnable  Indian  policy  has  produced  all  these  dif- 
ficulties. 

Your  friend 
H  McLeod 
[rubric] 

[Endorsed] 

Official 
Adj    —    McLeod 

No.  876 

1838  Nov.  16,  T.  J.  RUSK  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches 
17th.  Nov  1838 
Dear  Genl 

In  a  few  days  you  will  take  upon  yourself  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  Executive  of  this  Republic  may  Gods  Providence  and  wise  counsels 
guide  you  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Country  I  regret  much  that  I 
have  not  time  to  write  to  you  as  fully  as  I  wish  the  Present  Indians 
difficulties  unless  speedily  quelled  will  involve  us  in  immense  trouble 
and  should  we  be  invaded  by  Mexico  will  do  us  serious  injurry  I 
must  request  of  you  to  urge  upon  Congress  the  most  effective  organi- 
zation of  the  Militia  There  should  also  in  my  opinion  be  a  permanent 
force  raised  to  operate  against  the  Indians  five  hundred  men  would 
be  plenty  &  most  of  them  should  be  Infantry  I  have  written  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  also  to  Major  Burton  both  of  which  letters  I 
would  be  glad  you  would  see.  I  shall  leave  him  in  a  few  minutes 
for  Red  River  accompanied  by  Col  McLeod  my  object  will  be  to  rais« 
there  a  sufficient  force  to  proceed  to  and  destroy  the  villages  of  the 
enemy  on  the  Trinity  The  Northern  Indians  here  profess  friendship 
but  I  have  no  confidence  in  them  you  would  do  the  Country  great 
Service  in  my  opinion  by  demanding  of  the  U.  S.  a  removal  of  all 
the  U.  S.  Indians  agreeably  to  the  Treaty  between  Mexico  and  the 
U  S  I  will  sieze  the  earliest  opportunity  after  arriving  at  Red  River 
to  write 
God  prosper  Tour  administration 

Truly    Yours 
Thos  J  Rusk 

TAddressedl  [Endorsed] 

Genl  M.  B.  Lamar  Gen.  Thomas  J  Rusk 

Houston  Texas  Nacogdoches  17  Nov  1838 
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No.  877 

1838  Nov.  20,  T.  J.  RUSK  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Shawnee  Town 

20th  Nov  1838 
Dean  Genl 

I  have  just  held  a  talk  with  the  principal  chief  of  the  Shawnees 
he  professes  friendship  but  says  he  is  some  what  alarmed  at  the  threats 
made  by  the  whites  against  the  Indians  and  the  difficulty  actually 
existing  he  charges  every  thing  to  the  Mexicans  from  all  I  have  seen 
of  the  Northern  Indians  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  most  vigorous 
preparation  should  be  made  for  defence  for  it  is  clearly  best  to  avoid 
the  crisis  which  [would]  inevitably  be  produced  by  the  advance  of 
a  Mexican  Army  any  distance  into  the  Country 

If  measures  could  be  adopted  this  Session  of  Coungress  to  raise  a 
force  of  about  300  Infantry  and  one  hundred  Cavalry  I  am  clearly  of 
the  opinion  that  they  could  by  cutting  a  road  across  from  Red  River 
to  the  Brasos  &  establishing  a  chain  of  block  houses  or  Forts  put  a 
termination  to  our  present  Indian  difficulties  in  less  that  six  months 

•Truly  Yours 

Thos  J.  Rusk 

[Addressed  1  [Endorsed] 

Qenl  M.  B.  Lamar  T.  J.  Rusk 

Houston  Texas  On  a  talk  to  the  Indians 

Nov.  20.  1838 

No.  878 

1838  Nov.  20,  H.  McLEOD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR* 

Dear  Gtenl — 

I  would  only  be  repeating  the  within,  to  offer  anything  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Shawnees,  they  talk  fair,  but  they  will  dci  fair,  when  a 
permanent  force  is  here,  to  demonstrate  the  folly  of  acting  other- 
wise— The  Shawnee  Cheif ,  Elanie  is  a  famous  warrior. 
The  Thermomenter  is  at  Zero,  &  fingers  frozen — 

Tour  friend 
H  McLeod 

[rubric] 

No.  879 

1838  Nov.  20,  JOSEPH  MORELAND,  IRWINTON,  [GEORGIA t], 
TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS 

Introducing  Gideon  Hall.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 


'Appended  to  no.  878. 
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No.  880 

1838  Nov.  20,  GEO[RGE]  W.  DUNHAM,  RICEBORO,  [GEORGU], 
TO  MIRABEAU  [BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS 

Repeating  the  inquiry  in  his  letter  of  Aug.  [27]  regarding  his  Texas 
land  scrip.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  881 

1838  Nov.  20,  JOHN  T.  MASON,  NEW  YORK,  [NEW  YORK],  TO 
MIRABEAU  [BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON], 

TEXAS 

Introducing  Alphonse  de  Saligny.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  882 

1838  Nov.  21,  H.  McLEOD  TO  C.  A.  SEWELL^ 

Head  Quarters  T  M 

Port  Caddo  Novr  21st  1838 
Mr  Cha-rles  A.  Sewell 

United  States  Indian  Agent —  at  Shreveport — 
Sir 

Major  Genl  Rusk  has  instructed  me  to  inform 
you,  that  he  has  understood  from  several  respectable  men,  that  You 
have  paid  the  Caddo  Indians,  their  late  annuity  due  from  your 
Government,  in  arms,  and  ammunition. 

In  several  recent  engagements  with  that  tribe  upon  the  territory 
of  Texas,  and  in  which  they  made  the  attack,  new  U.  S.  arms  have 
been  Found  in  their — Possession — . 

The  fact  that  Caddoes  have  for  more  than  12 
months  past,  been  depradating  upon  the  lives  and  property  of  the 
people  of  Texas,  cannot  be  unknown  to  you — .  Of  the  express  viola- 
tion of  the  Treaty  of  1833,  between  Mexico,  and  the  United  States, 
by  a  subsequent  treaty,  made  by  the  U.  S.  with  the  Caddoes,  requir- 
ing them  to  abandon  the  territory  of  the  U  S,  you  must  be  equally 
well  aware — ■  And  Sir,  that  you  as  the  Agent  of  the  United  States 
Government,  should,  under  such  circumstances,  and  with  a  f"ll 
knowledge  of  them,  furnish  these  Savages  with  the  means  of  murder- 
ing the  defenceless  women  and  children,  of  Texas,  is  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  astonishment — 

If  the  obligations  of  humanity  are  not  sufficient.  Surely  the 
pledged  faith  of  the  U.  S.  Government  to  prevent  **  Hostile  incur- 
sions'' of  the  Indians  into  this  Country  ought,  to  restrain  you,  from  a 
traffick  which  the  civilized  world  holds  in  abhorrence — 


'Copy. 
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Copies  of  this  communication  are  forwarded  to  the  Commandants 
of  Forts  Jesup  and  Towson — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 
H.  McLeod 

Adjutant  General 

P.  S.  General  Rusk  has  no  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  1833  with  him  to 
refer  to  &  may  be  mistaken  as  to  the  date,  but  you  doubtles  have, 
and  will  know  it  binds  each  contracting  party  to  prevent  **  hostile 
incursions*'  of  their  Indians  upon  the  territory  of  the  other — 

Yours  & 
H  M 

No.  883 

1638  Nov.  31,  W.  T.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

To  Genl  Le  Mar — President  elect  of  Texas. 

Sir.  Mobile,  Ala.  Nov.  21.  1838. 

Though  not  personally  acquainted  with  you — the  signature  below 
may  perhaps  remind  you  of  the  Presbyterian  minister  in  this  city — 
among  whose  hearers  you  doubtless  recollect  having  sat  once  or  twice 
in  company  with  the  family  of  Dr  W,  Roberts. 

1  have  frequently  entertained  the  idea  of  attempting  to  establish 

in  Texas — a  literary  institution,  or  college, — could  suitable  encour- 
agement be  secured —  In  a  country  so  new  as  is  Texas,  where  classical 
schools  must  have  been  very  rare —  it  cannot  be  expected  that  many 
can  be  found  ready  at  once  to  enter  on  the  studies  properly  apper- 
taining to  a  college  course.  The  beginning  must  be  made  therefore, 
by  establishing  a  preparatory  or  grammar  school — in  which  to  train 
young  men  for  the  regular  college  classes —  so  soon  all  arrangements 
for  a  college  can  be  completed. —  Should  I  engage  in  this  enterprize 
I  could  readily  secure  the  cooperation  of  gentlemen  duly  qualified  to 
fill  the  several  professor's  chairs  in  a  college  faculty —  so  soon  as  they 
should  be  needed —  It  would  be  highly  prratifying  to  me  could  you 
favour  me  with  your  opinion  as  to  the  following  points 

1.  Is  the  public  mind  in  Texas  prepared  for  the  commencement  of 
an  enterprize  like  this? 

2.  What  probability  is  there  of  obtaining  from  your  Congress  a 
charter,  &  requisite  appropriations  in  aid  of  the  attempt?  &  to 
what  amount? 

3.  What  would  be  likely  to  prove  judicious  locations,  health,  cheap- 
ness of  living,  &  success  to  the  population  being  taken  into  the 
account  ? 

Velasco  has  been  mentioned  to  me. 

4.  What  amount  of  private  aid  could  probably  be  obtained  ? 

5.  What  is  the  expense  of  living,  &  what  could,  with  propriety,  be 
charged  to  students  for  board  &  for  Tuition  ? 

6.  How  many  students  might  probably  he  obtained  the  first  year, 
&  of  what  grades  of  learning? 
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7.  Suppose  I,  or  any  other  clergyman  with  a  family,  should  come, 
what  prospect  would  there  be  of  obtaining  a  small  congregation, 
or  pastoral  charge —  to  yield  partial  support  &  employment, 
until  the  college  should  demand  my  whole  time. 

8.  What  is  the  price  of  land, — the  value  of  houses, —  &  what  the 
expense  of  erecting  buildings,  brick,  stone —  or  frame  1 —  &  hov 
are  rents? 

9.  What  is  the  state  of  society,  of  morals  &c;  &  what  probability 
would  there  be  of  obtaining  for  the  college  faculty  the  sanction 
&  hearty  support  of  the  community  in  maintaining  order  &  a 
becoming  discipline  among  the  young  men? 

10.     If,  in  your  judgment,  the  way  is  prepared  for  such  an  attempt 
as  is  here  suggested,  what  would  you  deem  the  proper  time  to 
enter  upon  it,  &  what  the  arrangements  that  should  be  made,  at 
the  outset, —  to  secure  the  greatest  probability  of  success? 
I  offer  no  apology  for  obtruding  this  subject  on  your  attention :  its  * 
importance  to  the  community  over  which  you  have  been  called  to 
preside  is  my  one  valid  plea. 

To  Revd  Mr  Allen^ — who  was,  I  believe.  Chaplain  to  your  Congress 
last  year —  &  to  Dr  W.  Roberts —  whom  your  well  know —  I  am  not 
unknown;  &  should  further  information  hereafter  be  deemed  desir- 
able,—  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  obtain  it. 

Hoping  that,  so  soon  as  your  convenience  will  allow, —  this  communi- 
cation may  demand  your  attention  &  elicit  a  response 

I  am  Sir. 
To  Genl  Le  Mar  Your  Obt  Servt 

President  &o —  Wm  T.  Hamilton 

'[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Excellency  William  T  Hamilton  • 

Genl  Le  Mar  Mobile  Ala  Nov.  21st  1838 

President  Elect 
Single)        of  Texas. 

No.  884 

1838  Nov.  21,^  H.  McLEOD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Hd  Qrs  Port  Caddo  Nov  21st  1838 
Dear  Genl 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  Copy  of  a  letter*  which  will  explain  itself— 
The  Agent,  Sewell,  has  not  only  furnished  the  Caddoea  arms,  but  has 
been  heard  by  respectable  men  to  say,  that  he  did  not  care  if  they 
murdered  every  woman  &  child  in  Texas,  and  that  he  would  ^^^ 
them  &  push  them  across  the  line — 

Brig  Genl  Dyer  rendevouzed  several  days  since  at  Clarksville  ^}^^ 
400  men,  for  a  campaign  against  the  Indians  on  Trinity  &  cross  tim- 
bers— ^we  will  join  him  in  a  few  days —  He  (Genl  D)  detached  a  con- 

•Accordlng  to  McLeod's  note  in  no.  890  this  letter  was  actually  written  on 
Nov.  22. 
•No.  882. 
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pany  of  40  men  to  this  vincinity  under  Capt  Torrance  with  orders 
to  destroy  a  band  of  Caddoes  (60  .men)  camped  near  here —  and  if 
necessary,  if  they  could  not  be  found  on  our  unquestionable  territory 
to  follow  them  across  the  line  &  exterminate  them —  Those  Indians 
have  been  making  incursions  into  Texas,  &  retreating  to  the  U.  S. 
for  protection —  We  arrived  here  last  night  &  the  Compy  left  at  12 

0  elk  yesterday —  The  Qenl  approves  of  Qenl  Dyers'  order  and  doubt- 
less you  will  too—    We  are  waiting  hourly  for  news  of  the  battle — 

The  Shawnees  we  found  friendly,  at  least  as  far  as  appearances 
go —  They  denied  all  connexion  with  the  enemy —  &  argued  the  ab- 
surditys  of  taking  up  arms  against  us —  They  sent  a  guide  with  us 
to  this  place 
The  Genl  desires  his  best  respects — 

Your  friend 

Hugh  McLeod 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

General  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  H.  McLead 

Vice  President  Nov.  21.  738 

Express  5-  Houston 

Texas 

No.  885 

1838  Nov.  22,  W.  C.  WEBB,  GEORGETOWN,  KENTUCKY,  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Introducing  his  nephew,  David  K.  Webb;  congratulations  upon 
election;  recollection  of  being  the  first  to  offer  congratulations  **on 
a  former  interesting  occasion  in  Perry  County,  Alabama,  in  1826.'' 
A.  L.  S.    Ip. 

No.  886 

1838  Nov.  23,  D.  Y.  PORTIS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

San  Antonio  Nov  23,  1838 
Genl  M.  B.  Lamar 
Dear  Sir 
I  have  presumed  on  our  acquaintance  to  address  you  a  note  rec- 
omendatory  of  my  particular  friend  Andrew  Neill  who  is  an  appli- 
cant for  the  office  of  District  Attorney  for  the  4th.  Judicial  Dis- 
trict.    I  have,  had  the  pleasure  of  practiseing  with  Capt.  Neill  & 
recommend  him  as  the  most  suitable  attorney  for  this  district.    There 
are  several  Gentlemen  of  much  legal  reputation  who  will  be  appli- 
cants but  this  District  requires  an  individual  of  the  character  of 
the  Gentleman  who  I  have  recommended.    It  is  only  necessary  for 
me  to  say  that  it  requires  for  this  District  a  man  who  regards  only 
his  oath  of  office  &  will  prosecute  without  fear  favour  or  affection. 

1  believe  that  Neill  is  the  only  man  in  this  Country  will  do  so. 

There  is  a  report  here  that  the  Frontiers  of  Mexico  are  in  insurrec- 
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tion —  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  report  is  correct    You  may  rely 
on  the  information  of  the  bearer 

Your  Friend 
D  Y  Portis 


[Addressed] 
Bexar  Dec  4.  /38 

To  His  Ex.  M.  B.  Lamar 
Houston 
Texas 


[Endorsed] 

D.  Y.  Portis 
San  Antonio  23rd.  Nov.  1838 


No.  887 

[1838  c.  Nov.  23],  CITIZENS  OF  JACKSON  COUNTY.    RECOM- 
MENDATION  TO  CONGRESS  OF  E.  STAPP  FOR  CHIEF 
JUSTICE  OF  JACKSON  COUNTY 

Republic  of  Texas 

County  of  Jackson 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
Texas  in  Congress  assembled 

We  the  undersigned  Citizens  of  the  County  of  Jackson  would 
respectfully  ask  leave  to  Recommend  to  your  Honorable  Body  the 
appointment  of  Elijah  Stapp  to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  for  the 
County  of  Jackson  in  place  of  the  Honorable  Patrick  Usher  resigned 


W.  S.  Statton 
G  R  S  Bellep 

[rubric] 
W.  C.  Edwards 
J  Stone 
Jno  Buchanan 

[rubric] 
Bradford  G  Jenkins 
John  Davis 
[rubric] 
Thos.  11.  McINtire 

[rubric] 
George  H  Hall 
J  C  Eccles — 
A.  M.  Clare 
Edward.  L.  Mills 
S  Hatch 
Jonathan  Scotts 
Wm.  R.  Hensley 
E.  R.  Jones 
Benj  "Whetson 
Robert  Melby 
Paul  Scarbrough 
John  Andrews 
Tobe  Williams 
William  Millican 
Caleb  Wellborn 
Samuel  C.  Rogers 
P  G  Millican 


Wm  Birdwell 
William  Alley 
Samuel  P  Midleton 
James  G  W^hite 
Aaron  C.  AVhite 
John  M.  White 
Russel.  Wood 
Jacob  fifer 
Joshua  Williams 
Lafayette  Ward 
Edward  Beaty 
Peter  White 
Samuel  MCullock 
Felix  B  Earnest 
Joseph  Evans 
Joseph  Wm.  Looney 
Wm.  Ryan 
John  Alley 
Jonathan  Vess 
William  Vess 
L often  Vess 
Rufus  E  Brown 
James  Newcom 
Samuel  Sheepe 
Peter  Rockfeller 
Napoleon  B  Thompson 
Malkijah  Williams 
Thomas.  J  Nicholson 
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No.  888 

1838  Nov,  23,  E.  STAPP  TO  J.  KERR 

Jackson  County,  Farmers  Delight  Novr  23rd  1838 
Mr.  Jas  Kerr  Dr  Sir 

This  will  inform  you  that  I  had  an  interview 
with  Judg  Usher  on  the  subject  of  his  resigning  the  office  of  Chief 
Justice  for  this  County ;  he  informed  me  he  should  go  to  Houston  in 
a  few  days  &  expected  to  resign  when  he  got  there  Some  of  the 
Citizen  of  Texana  previous  to  this  Interview  had  the  Subject 
before  them  a[nd]  nominated  myself  to  fill  the  office  and  acording  a 
recommendation^®  was  presented  to  the  people  and  all  that  it  was 
presented  to  signed  it  except,  Wells,  Bruster  Larsh,  and  old  Mr 
White — ;  Last  Saturday  I  was  down  at  Texana,  &  was  informed 
that  Mr  Usher  told  his  friends  he  should  not  resign  as  to  this  I 
know  not — nor  care  not —  I  send  you  the  recommendation —  you  can 
use  it  if  he  should  resign  Otherwise  file  it  with  Lamar  Burnet  or 
in  the  Secratarys  office  to  be  used  in  case  of  resignation  in  the  recess 
of  Congress;  &  if  more  signers  is  wanting  they  can  be  had —  as  to 
any  law  requiring  the  Chief -Justice  to  reside  at  the  County  Seat[?] 
I  can  find  none  and  further  you  know,  William-  Mennifee  was  Chief- 
Justi[c]e  in  Colorado  County  he  was  succeded  by  Wm  Herd  living 
at  the  distance  of  30  miles  also  Judge  MClure  at  the  distance  of 
twelve  miles  from  Gronzales  on  the  Seats  of  Justice,  I  learn  John 
Linn  retains  his  Seat  in  Congress,  there  was  considerable  Stur  by 
some  that  voted  against  you  on  the  subject,  the  Committe  reporting 
favorable  to  Wright  and  your  being  in  Oposition  I  should  be  pleased 
if  you  would  write  to  me  as  soon  as  Convenient  giveing  a  statement 
of  the  proceedings  and  the  grounds  on  which  Capt  Linn  was  sus- 
tained—  I  wish  you  to  have  an  interview  with  Mr  Holms  &  say  to 
him  that  I  attended  the  district  Court  at  Columbus  and  that  Judge 
franklin  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  suit  James  ( Vs)  Jame  [s] 
in  consequence  of  the  Judge  (Robertson)  not  ordering  the  Change 
of  Venue  &  sent  the  papers  back  to  Jackson  Stateing  that  they  as 
yet  properly  belong  to  that  court —  The  parties  agreed  to  have  the 
procedings  remanded  to  our  Court,  the  deft  have  made  a  deed  of 
trust  to  the  same  property  and  agrees  not  further  to  prosecute  the 
suit  and  as  it  still  is  in  the  breast  of  our  Court  the  plantiff  Expects 
Mr  Holms  to  attend  to  Sd  suit  and  get  a  trial  at  our  next  Term  I 
presume  the  pltff  attr.  will  motion  the  court  to  recind  the  order  of 
change  of  Venue  &  go  into  trial  pltf,  wishes  to  be  instructed  what  is 
necessary  in  Subpoenying  Witnesses  &c  &c  Mr  Hensly  will  be  at 
Houston  Shortly  He  is  the  trustee  &  will  be  an  active  friend  of  the 
plantif  I  would  refer  you  to  him  for  further  particulars  as  he  was 
present  &  had  the  interview  with  the  Judge  (Franklin) —  your  family 
is  well  mine  also —  my  respects  to  Mr  Holms  &  other  acquaintances 
in  Congress —  I  tell  you  all  to  sustain  the  Constitution  put  down  all 

*Wo.  887. 
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unconstitutional  laws  and  build  good  Holsome  ones  on  the  ruins 
thereof 

Yours  Respectfully 
Elijah  Stapp 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Texana  )  Elijah  Stapp 

)     1838.  Genl  Stapp 

Nov.  24  )  Farmers  Delight 

Majr  James  Kerr  letter  to  Kerr  Nov.  23d.  1838 

Member  of  Congress  in  case  of  vacancy 
City,  of,  Houston 

Texas — 

No.  889 

18.38  Nov.  23,  D[AVID1  S.  KAUFMAN,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO 
MIRABEAU  B[U0NAPARTE1  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 
TEXAS] 

Declining  the  invitation  to  address  the  Texas  Philosophical  Society 
on  [Nov.  24]  ;  his  own  interest  in  the  Society  **in  its  infancy."  A. 
N.  S.    2  p. 

Superscription:  **To  the  Hon.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  President  of 
the  Texas  Philosophical  Society.*' 

No.  890 

1838  Nov.  23,  H.  McLEOD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Head  Quarters.  Port  Caddo 
November  23rd.  1838 
Dr  Genl 

We  have  just  learned  from  Capt  Torrant.  Comdg.  the 
Compy  detached  by  Genl  Dyer,  that  the  Caddoes  have  oeen  apprised 
by  some  white  man,  of  his  arrival  there  &  his  object —  They  have 
retreated  to  a  cane  brake,  and  are  awaiting  an  attack,  fully  prepared 
for  it  — 

They  are  on  U.  S.  ground,  and  so  is  Capt  T—  But 
if  the  Capt  retreats  after  this  demonstration,  this  Country  will  be 
desolated  by  the  Indians —  Something  therefore  must  be  done  at 
once —  if  they  are  attacked,  Genl  Rusk  you  know  might  as  well 
lead  it,  as  remain  here —  He  has  resolved  to  go — 

It  will  be  a  bloody  affair, 
as  the  numbers  are  about  equal,  &  the  Indians  well  armed  &  des- 
perate— 

If  I  fall,  please  write  to  my  mother,  &  send  her  the  year's  pay  that 
is  due  me  — 

Reinforcements  are  within  a  day's  march 

Your  friend 
H  McLeod 
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P.  S.  My  letter  yesterday  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  U  S 
Agent,  was  dated  21st  Inst  —  it  should  have  been  22nd  — 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

General  Mirabeau  B  Lamar  H.  MCLeod 

Vice  President  Nov.  25.  1838 

Houston 
Express  Texas 

No.  891 

[1838  c.  Nov,  25 f],  ARTHUR  HENRIE,    [NEW  ORLEANS, 

LOUISIANA] 

Announcing  the  opening  of  his  agency  for  Texas  trade.    Broadside. 
With  no.  892. 

No.  892 

1838  Nov.  25,   JOHN  M.   HENRIE,    NEW    ORLEANS,    [LOUIS- 
IANA], TO  M[IRABEAU1  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Enclosing  a  business  announcement  of  his  father,  Arthur  Henrie, 
and  asking  for  him  the  appointment  as  consul  to  New  Orleans;  per- 
sonal  business  plans.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

Enclosure,  broadside;  see  no.  891. 

No.  893 
1838  Nov.  25,  V.  R.  PALMER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Bastrop,  25th  November  1838 

/ 
To/ 
/Hon.  M.  B.  Lamar, 

Sir, 

It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  report  to  you,  that  our 
frontier  is  again  agitated  with  the  alarm  of  Indian  depredations  and 
threatened  with  all  the  horrors  of  Indian  War.  On  Saturday  night 
the  17th  inst.  as  two  gentlemen  were  returning  from  the  house  of  W 
Pinkney  Hill,  just  in  the  outskirts  of  the  Village,  and  at  about  the 
hour  of  Eight  0  'clock  P.  M.  they  were  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians. 
Mr.  Weaver  was  killed  instantly  by  an  ounce  ball,  passing  near  hia 
heart;  Mr.  Hart  his  unfortunate  companion,  was  wounded  in  the 
abdomen  with  an  arrow,  but  fortunately  was  able  to  run  in  and 
sound  the  alarm.  He  also  died  in  about  thirty  six  hours.  The  report 
of  the  fatal  shot  and  the  fiendish  shout  of  the  savages  were  distinctly 
heard  at  various  places  in  town,  but  before  any  pursuit  could  possibly 
be  made,  they  had  fled  and  in  consequence  of  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  could  not  be  followed.  The  following  morning  a  small  party 
of  our  citizens  took  the  trail,  but  not  being  able  to  overtake  them,  re- 
turned the  next  day — 
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This  Evening,  an  Express  came  into  Bastrop  from  the  Settlements 
above,  bringing  the  intelligence  that  last  night,  at  the  hour  of  mid- 
night, a  party  of  Indians  supposed  to  be  about  twelve  in  number, 
attacked  the  house  of  Mr  Chandler,  18  miles  above  Bastrop. 
Mr  Chandler  exchanged  shots  with  them  several  times,  but  being 
alone,  he  could  not  leave  his  house  either  to  call  in  the  assistance  or 
to  flee  to  his  neighbor's  houses  for  protection  without  exposing  his 
family  to  certain  destruction.  Fortuntely  no  lives  were  lost.  The 
Indians  killed  several  of  Mr.  C.s  cattle  and  endeavored  to  get  hi» 
horses  out  of  the  stable  but  failed  in  so  doing — 

To  morrow 
morning  a  company  from  Bastrop  will  start  with  me,  to  join  a  Com- 
pany raised  above  town  and  we  intend  to  follow  them  as  long  as 
prudence  and  a  determination  to  chastise  them  will  allow  us  to  do— 

I  intend  forth- 
with to  remove  back  to  their  old  range,  the  Tonkewas  and  Lipans,  who 
have  been  for  some  weeks  encamped  on  the  Colorado,  above  &  below 
Bastrop,  as  the  pepole  generally  are  not  satisfied  to  have  them  in  toa 
close  proximity — . 

Very  Respectfully 
Tour  most  Ob't  & 
humble  sert.  &c — 
Hon.  M.  B.  Lamar  V  R  Palmer  J.  A. 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed] 

To/  V.  R  Palmer 

/  The  Hon.  M.  B.  Lamar  Bastrop 

/  Houston  20  Nov 

Texas — 

No.  894 

1838  Nov.  27,  W.  K.  SIHNN  AND  OTHERS,  [CLARKSBURG, 

VIRGINIA],  TO  THE  TEXAN  CONGRESS" 


To  the  Honourable  the  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Republ[i]ck  of  Texas  in  Congress  assembled. — 

Gentlemen;  we  Wil- 
son Kirk  Shinn  of  the  town  of  Clarksburg  and  State  of  Virginia, 
Hugh  Crolley  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  in  the  State  of  Maryland  and 
North  Evans  of  the  city  of  Washington  in  the  district  of  Columbia 
respectfully  petition  your  honourable  bodies  for  a  charter  incorporat- 
ing ourselves  our  heirs  &c  (and  such  others  as  we  may  think  advisable 
1o  take  into  the  incorporation)  into  a  company  (for  the  purpose 
of  clearing  out  the  raft,  or  drift  in  the  Colorado  river  so  as  to  make 
It  navegahle  for  steam  boats)  to  go  by  the  name  and  stile  of  ''Shinn's 
Colorado  Navigation  Company''  with  the  exclusive  privilege  to  use, 
occupy,  or  navigate  the  said  river  for  the  full  space  of  thirty  years 
from  and  after  the  date  of  the  completion  of  said  work ;  the  work  to 
be  commenced  within  eighteen  months  after  the  act  of  incorporation 

"In  no.  895. 
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shall  go  into  effect; — ^Your  petitioners  deem  it  unnecessary  to  urge 
upon  your  consideration  the  National  advantages  that  must  result  to 
your  yet  infant  but  flourishing  Republick  from  a  Completion  of  said 
undertaking;  more  than  to  say,  that  while  it  will  develope  the  Na- 
tional resources  of  your  Goverment;  it  will  at  the  same  time  afford 
commercial  facilities  to  your  citizens,  by  opening  to  them  a  direct  in- 
tercourse with  all  the  commercial  Nations  of  the  World,  by  the  means 
of  which;  they  can  transport  their  Sugar  and  Cotton  (the  staple 
products  of  their  country)  with  great,  and  cheap  facility,  to  any 
port  where  the  market  will  justify ;  and  at  the  same  time  afford  them 
an  easy  and  direct  import-trade —  Your  petitioners  deem  it  unneces- 
sary to  specify  the  general  powers  which  should  be  engrafted  in  the 
act  of  incorporation;  believing  that  if  you  grant  the  act,  that  you 
wiU  grant  with  it  such  powers  and  provisions  as  are  incident  to  acts 
of  incorporations;  and  without  which,  it  would  be  incapable  of  pre- 
serving its  own  perpetuity,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  others  and  would 
sink  beneath  its  own  infirmity. — 

With  a  confident  reliance  upon  your  intelligence  and  your  National 
pride  for  the  Commercial  prosperity  of  your  infant  Republick  we 
submit  out  petition  to  you,  believing  that  you  will  give  it  that  con- 
sideration which  the  importince  of  the  petition  presents;  and  your 
sense  of  justice  will  dictate — 

With  sentiments  of  respect  we  subscribe  ourselves —  your  &c — 
This  28tli  November  1838— 

Wilson  Kirk,  Shinn 
Hugh  CroUey 
[rubric] 
North  Evans 
[rubric] 

[Endorsed] 
Wilson  Kirk  Shinn,  Hugh  Crolley  &.  North  Evans — Memorial  to 
Congress—  Nov.  27.  1838. 

No.  895 

1883  Nov.  27,  W.  K.  SHINN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Clarksburg  Harrison  County  Virginia  Nov  27th  1838 
Hon.  M  B  Lamar,  sir, 

On  this  sheet  you  will  find  a  petition^^ 
to  your  legislature  to  grant  an  a^ct  of  incorporation  &c  for  the  pur- 
pose of  clearing  out  the  raft  in  the  Colorado  river,  you  will  please 
be  kind  anough  to  present  it  to  Congress  with  any  remarks  you  may 
think  advisable  not  onely  for  the  benefeit  of  your  own  citizens,  but 
also  for  the  petitioners,  —  I  was  examining  the  Colorado  river  last 
winter  and  am  satisfied  that  by  expending  a  considerable  sum  of 

*»No.  «94. 
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money  in  the  shape  of  labour  that  the  river  can  be  made  navigable 
for  small  boats  &c  —  I  have  no  eorrispondent  in  Texas ;  and  coDse- 
qnently  would  be  very  thankful  to  yon  if  you  would  give  me  any 
information  on  this  subject  and  confidently  hope  that  you  will  let  me 
know  the  final  issue  of  this  application,  —  I  hope  you  will  show 
this  to  the  representative  of  Houston  city  —  I  have  a  partial  acquain- 
tance with  him  —  he  is  now  attending  to  some  legal  business  for  me 
— '  perhaps  we  can  secure  his  influence  in  the  House  for  us  — 

I  sincerely  hope  that  either  you  or 
your  city  representative  will  give  me  the  result  of  this  application 
and  derect  your  communication  as  above  —  With  high  esteem  I  remain 
your's  &c 
Hon  M  B,  Lamar  —  Wilson  K,  Shinn 


[Addressed] 

Hon.  M  B,  Lamar,  President  of  the 

Houston  City  |      Republick  of  Texas  — 

To  the  care  of  Dr  B.  Dowler  New  Orleans  who  will  please  forward 
this  by  the  first  packet  and  oblige  an  old  friend  —  if  this  letter  is 
not  taken  out  of  the  office  within  a  few  days  by  Dr  Dowler  the  Post 
Master  will  please  forward  it  by  the  first  packet  without  fail  — 

No.  896 

1838  Nov,  27,  V.  R.  PALMER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Bastrop,  27th  Nov.  1838— 
To/ 

Honorable  M.  B.  Lamar, 
Sir, 
Should  it  become  necessary  in  your  opinio^^ 
to  order  a  draft  on  this  Brigade,  allow  me  most  respectfully  to  sug- 
gest that  it  be  made  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Brigade.  In  this  section 
almost  every  man  is  compelled  to  guard  his  own  house,  and  to  1^^^^ 
home,  would  be  exposing  his  family  to  almost  certain  destruction. 

Our  prospects  are  gloomy  indeed ;  but  we  derive  some  comfort  from 
the  confident  anticipation  that  Government  will  interpose  its  protect- 
ing arm  in  our  behalf — . 

I  am  now  making  a  Plot  of  this  section  of 
the  country,  which  I  will  forward  to  you  by  the  15th  of  next  month, 
and  would  respectfully  suggest  to  you,  that  the  military  stations  ^' 
tended  to  be  established,  be  fixed  at  certain  points,  marked  on  the 
plot.  I  have  marked  those  points  as  most  suitable  for  the  establish- 
ment of  military  Posts,  from  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  Geo^" 
raphy  of  the  Country. 

The  Comanches,  it  is  beleived,  have  as  yc*» 
committed  no  depradations  in  this  quarter;  and  the  mischief  which 
has  been  done,  is  supposed  to  have  been  done  by  the  Northern  Indian* 
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—  the  Wacos,  Tiwaccanies,  Caddoes  &c —  The  Tankewas  &  Lipans 
appear  friendly —  and  are  in  this  neighbourhood — 
We  leave  with  a  small  party  to  day  to  range  a  few  days — 

Your  Most  Obt  Sirvent 
V  B  Palmer  J,  A. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To/  V  R  Palmer 

Hon  M.  B.  Lamar  Bastop 

Houston 


Texas — 


No.  897 


1838  Nov.  28,  REUBEN  M.  POTTER,  VELASCO,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]   B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Recommending  James  Qourley,  late  of  Matamoras,  to  succeed  Ful- 
ton as  collector  of  the  port  of  Aransas;  reference  to  members  of 
Congress  for  corroboration.    A,  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  898 

1838  Nov,  28,  M.  F.  T.  EVANS,  CHERAW,  SOUTH  CAROLINA, 

TO  M[IRABEAU]   B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Application  for  an  appointment  in  the  Texas  Navy.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  899 

[1838]  Nov.  29,  R[OBERT]  A.  IRION,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO 
ANSON  JONES,   [WASHINGTON,  D.  C.]^« 

Instructing  him  to  notify  the  United  States  government  of  the 
machinations  of  the  Caddo  and  request  their  expulsion  from  Texas ; 
the  mission  of  Miracle  to  them  and  to  the  Cherokees.    Copy  (extract)* 

ip. 

Appended  to  no.  597. 

No.  900 

1838  Dec.  1,  DAVID  WHITE,  MOBILE,    [ALABAMA],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  James  M.  Malone,  of  Mobile,  visiting  Texas  on  busi- 
ness for  eastern  capitalists.    L.  S.    1  p. 

^The  letter  from  which  this  extract  is  made  is  printed  in  full  in  Oanison, 
G.  P.,  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the  Republic  of  Texag^  I,  S60. 
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No.  901 

1838  Dec.  1,   H.  McLEOD  TO  [M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON] 

Head  Quarters  near  Port  Caddo 
December  Ist  1838 
Dear  General 

On  the  21st  ultimo,  I  wrote  you  from  Port  Caddo,"  detail- 
ing the  intended  movements  of  Genl  Rusk  against  the  Caddoes  in 
Louisiana —  We  marched  as  then  proposed  to  the  Indian  Camp- 
found  them  in  battle  array,  in  front  of  their  Camp,  aynd  our  advance 
Guard  received  several  Shots,  which  however  passed  harmlessly  over 
us —  We  had  an  interpreter  with  us,  who  Jiad  previously  informed  the 
Genl  that  the  Indians  were  ready  to  accede  to  any  terms,  proposed  by 
him,  but  had  been  instructed  by  their  Agent,  &  would  follow  his  advice, 
to  fire  upon  the  Company  from  Port  Caddo,  who,  they  said,  (or  some 
of  their  members)  had  stolen  most  of  their  horses —  A  parley  was 
immediately  called  for  by  the  Indians,  saying  * '  they  did  not  want  to 
fight  and  the  Genl  &  myself  advanced  half  way  &  met  the  Cheif,  & 
his  principal  man —  The  Genl  briefly  stated  the  cause  of  his  passing 
the  Louisiana  line — '^^  spoke  of  the  depradations  of  that  tribe  (Cad- 
does) upon  our  people  and  concluded  by  making  the  following  propo- 
sition—  To  go  into  Shreveport,  &  deposit  their  Arms  untill  the  war 
was  over —  or  fight  on  the  spot —  The  Cheif  replijed  that  if  deprived 
of  his  arms,  he  would  have  no  means  of  subsisting  his  people  &  they 
would  starve,  but  he  was  willing  to  do  any  thing,  for  his  safety  as 
he  was  buffetted  on  both  sides  of  the  line — The  Genl  then  agreed  to 
furnish  him  provisions,  he,  the  cheif  remaining  in  Louisiana —  We 
then  parted,  to  meet  in  Shreveport  the  next  day  &  deposit  the  ann&— 
his  horses  being  in  the  Swamp  he  could  not  start  with  us,  but  left  his 
next  cheif  as  a  hostage,  and  I  went  with  him  &  his  tribe —  He  did  all 
that  he  had  stipulated,  treated  me  kindly,  and  agreed  if  required  to 
go,  with  his  four  principal  men  to  Nacogdoches  &  remain  there  until 
the  end  of  the  war —  This,  Genl  Rusk  declined  as  it  might  appear 
appear  [sic]  like  a  recognition  of  them  as  Texas  Indians — 

So  stands  that  matter,  but  you  must  understand  these  are 
not  all  the  Caddoes  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  the  tribe,  under 
Tarshar,  or  the  Wolf,  are  among  the  wild  Indians  of  Texas,  at  the 
three  forks  of  Trinity —  This  Cheif  Cissany,  says,  he  has  no  connexion 
with  them,  and  often,  [as]  in  the  present  instance,  is  suspected  of 
their  rascalities  — 

I  hear  of  difficulties  below  in  Nacogdoches  County  and  fear  some 
Hotspur  movement  there  may  fire  the  whole  train  of  Cherokees  & 
Shawnees  against  us,  I  hope  not  for  if  it  is  done,  there  will  be  no 
corn  made  in  Eastern  Texas  next  year — 

We  start  immediately  for  three  Forks,  the  4th  Brigade  Genl  Dyer) 
will  have  400  men  ready  to  march  as  soon  as  we  get  there  at  Clarks- 

"No.  884. 

"General  Rusk  involved  his  government  in  considerable  diflElculty  by  thlff 
move.  See  Garrison,  G.  P.,  Diplorruitic  Correspondence  of  the  Republic  of 
Texas,  I,  366  et  aeq. 
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ville  Baker  must  be  within  striking  distance  by  that  time  &  we  will 
be  certain  of  success — Let  us  drive  these  wild  Indians  oflf,  and  estab- 
lish a  line  of  block  houses,  and  we  have  done  all  we  can  now —  If 
the  U  States  will  not  remove  their  own  Indians,  to  wit,  Cherokees 
Shawnees,  Delawares,  Kickapoos  Choctaws,  Alabamas,  &  Coshattes, 
to  say  nothing  of  these  Caddoes  who  they  have  literally  ordered  & 
driven  into  our  territory —  I  say  if  the  U.  S.  is  faithless  enough  to 
refuse  to  remove  them  We  must  await  a  more  auspicious  moment 
than  the  present,  to  exterminate  them — 

I  have  just  heard  from  a  gentleman  from  Clarksville  that  the 
Kickapoos,  are  crossing  Red  River  with  their  families  &  going  back 
to  Missouri;  it  is  time,  &  I  wish  they  would  do  the  same,  and  the 
U  States,  ought  to  make  them — 

I  hope  an  eflScient  Militia  Law  will  be  passed,  and  the  Commanding 
ofiScer,  be  able  to  carry  them  into  the  field,  without  begging  it  as  a 
particular  personal  favor  of  each  man —  I  felt  perfectly  disgusted, 
when  I  saw  in  the  Telegraph  of  10th  Ult —  a  resolution  offered  by  the 
Hon  W.  H.  Wharton,  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  draft  an  address  to 
all  the  people  of  Texas,  dkc.  <fec. 

Great  Qod!  Is  the  defence  of  a  bleeding  frontier,  a  matter  of  such 
doubtful  policy,  that  grave  Senators  must  appeal  to  the  feelings  & 
imaginations  of  the  people  to  give  them  succor  f  Is  there  not  a  Law 
(  far  more  imperative  and  sacred  surely  than  Senatorial  opinions  and 
^^ appeals'^  **Por  the  protection  of  the  frontier''?  Why  not  then  en- 
force it — '  Is  there  no  Law  or  is  it  inadequate  f  Then  make  a  new 
one.  But  for  Gods  Sake  let  it  be  law,  and  have  the  Energy  of  Law  — 
And  [not]  ^^ appeals'',  even  from  a  Senate — 

It  reminds  me  of  the  Th[r]  eaten  [ing]  force  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, when  the  Legislative  assembly  proclaimed,  **tbe  Nation  is  in 
danger  after  the  arrival  of  the  allies  in  Paris-r- 

I  have  seen  too  many  of  these  '^appeals'',  when  there  was  no 
remedy,  and  have  wept —  almost  at  what  I  believed  to  be  the  incipient 
death,  or  suicide,  more  properly  of  the  Republic —  Oh!  how. I  have 
wished  for  a  Despot's  power,  to  force  some  gallant  freemen  to  defend 
their  Country —  I  speak  feelingly  upon  this  subject  for  I  speak  from 
experience  — Experience  which  has  cost  me  many  a  pang — 

Suppose  the  *^ appeal' '  made  and  successfully,  the  action  of  th^ 
Community  under  it,  is  spasmodic  and  effervescent,  enthusiasm  sub- 
sides, as  soon  as  the  orator  concludes,  or  the  liquor  gives  out  and  the 
comdg  officer  finds  himself  leading  an  army  of  malcontents  who  soon 
lead  him — . 

No !  Give  us  a  good,  that  is  a  forcible  and  enforcible  Militia  Law, 
and  if  the  men  will  not  do  their  duty,  let  them  be  made  to  do  it — 
Let  them  go  to  the  front  with  the  Sober  certainty  of  privations  & 
dangers,  not  with  the  pseudo  patriotism  of  a  stump  speech  [or]  the 
self  erected  heroism  of  a  boy  [  ?]  Then  we  may  have  men  that  wUl  do 
the  country  service — 

Excuse  me  if  I  transgress  the  limits  of  etiquette  in  writing  to  you 
thus  plainly ' — ^ 
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1  am  addressing  you  personaUy,  and  the  esteem  I  feel  for  you  ai 

a  man,  can  never  be  enhanced  by  the  glitter  of  official  iimgnior— 

Your  friend 

H  MdLeod 
[rubric] 
P.  S. 

I  was  proud  when  I  saw  the  joint  Resolution,  announcing  the  readi- 
ness of  Congress  to  **  receive  any  written  Communication  The  Presi- 
dent might  have  to  make."  Congress  is  disenthralled,  and  I  feel  a 
high  gratification  at  seeing  it  —  Tho  I  see  by  the  insulting  response, 
that  the  great  disclosure  he  spoke  of  to  me,  is  cut  off  —  What  a  man 
—  and  how  a  Country  may  be  gulled  —  I  scarcely  believe  history 
now  —  In  fact  I  dont  at  all  —  H  Mc 

[Endorsed] 
H  McLeod 
Dec.  1.  1838 

No.  902 

18S8  Dec.  4,  COLLIN  ALDRICH,  MUSTANG  PRAIRIE,  HOUSTON 
COUNTY,  [TEXAS],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONA- 
PARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Urging  the  justice  of  his  continuance  in  the  ot&oe  of  chief  justice 
of  Houston  County,  in  view  of  his  service  in  organizing  it;  his  sup- 
porters and  opponents.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  903 

1838  Dec.  4,  JO[H]N  LEVERING,  RICHMOND,    [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Col.  Handy 's  dangerous  illness;  small  hope  of  recovery.  A.  L.  S. 
Ip. 

No.  904 

1838  Dec.  5,  R[OBERT]  E[MMET]  B[LEDSOE]  BAYLOR,  MO- 
BILE, [ALABAMA],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONA. 
PARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Introducing  Mr.  Foster,  of  Mobile.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  905 

1838  Dec.  5,  A.  HOTCHKISS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

City  Houston  5th.  Decbr.  1838 
Genl.  M,  B.  Lamar 
Sir, 

In  complianc.  with  your  wish  I  have  to  offer  for 
your  information  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  the  cherokees 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  of  Mirabeau  Buonapabte  Lamar  311 

aeeotding  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  in  the  absence  of  all  Docu- 
mentary evidence,  promising  that  if  an[y]  erreros  should  occur  I 
shall  beg  leave  to  correct  them  upon  reference  to  the  papers  in  my 
possession  in  Nacogdoches —  As  early  as  some  time  in  the  years  1821 
or  2  —  a  delegation  from  the  Cherokees  then  residing  on  Red  River 
in  Texas  was  sent  by  them  to  the  city  of  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  from  the  existing  Government  the  right  of  sitting  in  the 
country  where  .they  then  were  located —  In  reply  to  their  solicitation 
the  Government  replied  that  unless  they  would  renounce  their 
nationality  and  profess  the  Christian  religion  conforming  in  all 
things  to  the  laws  of  the  country  they  could  not  be  permitted  to 
stay  in  the  country —  The  Indians  not  feeling  disposed  to  acceded  to 
these  conditions  &c  were  given  to  understand  that  they  would  not 
be  permitted  to  remain;  they  then  stated  that  they  had  been  much 
persecuted  in  the  United  States  and  were  afraid  to  return ;  they  were 
told  that  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  stay  where  they  then  were 
unle[s8  they]  could  make  peace  with  the  United  States  which  [they] 
have —  The  civil  desensions  in  Mexico,  prevented  [the  Govern] ment 
from  paying  any  attention  to  the  aflfairs  [there]  for  several  years 
after.  In  the  the  [sic]  year  18  [25]  Hayden  Edwards  obtained  from 
the  Govt,  a  contract  for  colonizing  the  country  now  occupied  by 
[them]  subsequent  to  which  say  in  1826  the  same  land  from  Red 
River  to  their  present  residence  without  [the]  knowledge  or  con- 
sent of  the  Government  of  Me[xico].  About  this  period  Edward's 
Grant  was  [surveyed]  and  shortly  after  granted  to  David  G.  Burnet. 

In  the  year  1833  I  became  the  agent  of  [Mr.]  Burnett  for  the 
purpose  of  carreing  out  the  [regulations  set]  forth  in  his  contract: 
To  wit:  to  settle  the  land  [within]  a  short  time  subsequent  to  my 
receving  this  [commission.  It]  became  necessary  for  me  to  repair 
to  the  seat  [of  government]  for  the  pun>ose  of  transacting  business 
for  my  [employer],  the  principal  object  of  which  was  to  induce  the 
[Government  to]  remove  the  Indians  who  had  settled  within  the 
[limits  of]  our  grant,  and  by  so  doing  had  to  a  very  considerable 
extent  impeded  the  settling  of  the  land —  I  [  received]  asnirance 
from  the  Govermnt  tfcat  they  should  [do  so]  immediately ;  but  that 
promise  was  not  realized  [on  account]  of  the  increased  internal 
difficulties  of  the  country — 

In  the  early  part  of  1835  I  entered  into  a  correspondence  with  the 
Govt,  of  the  State  of  Coahuila  and  Texas  upon  the  subject  of  remov- 
ing  the  Indians  representing  the  extreme  difficulty  we  had  in  obtaing 
colonists  who  were  willing  to  settle  in  the  vicinity  of  such  dan- 
gerous neighbors  as  the  cherokees  had  allways  proved  themselves  to 
be  iBL'  the  United  States,  In  answer  to  which  the  Governor  informed 
me  that  he  was  very  sensible  of  the  difficulties  under  Tidiidi  I  was 
labouring,  but  that  the  finances  of  the  State  were  in  such  a  state  of 
exhaustion  that  it  was  extremely  doubtfuil  that  tiiey  would  be  able 
to  <lo  any  thing  untill  the  ensuing  yew,  whereupon  I  offered  in  befealf 
of  my  principals  to  advance  the  means  necessary  for  removing  if 
the  Government  would  afford  its  countenance  and  auAority  to  the 
undertaking,  and  the  eorresponding  order  was  sent  to  the  then 
political  Chief  of  Nacogdoches  for  their  removal  some  time  in  the 
spring  of  1835  which  order  was  never  executed  but  suppressed  at 
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the  instigation  of  designing  men,  the  war  of  Independence  which 
succeeded  shortly  after  put  an  end  to  all  further  action  upon  this 
subject,  the  sul)sequnt  policy  that  has  been  pursued  is  a  subject 
which  is  before  the  country  and  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  attempt  a 
history  of  it  as  I  have  not  the  data  upon  which  to  found  any  opinion 
in  regard  to  it —  If  the  foregoing  should  prove  to  be  of  any  utility 
to  those  who  [shape]  the  future  policy  in  regard  to  the  Indians  [our 
frontier]  it  will  afford  much  pleasure  in  believing  that  [it  has] 
been  thus  far  usefull —  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  assure  you  sir  of 
highest  respect  and  esteem  I  have  [the  honor]  to  be  your  most  obt 
sevt. 

A.  Hotchkiss 
[rubric] 

[Endorsed] 
In  regard  to 
to  the  Indians 

No.  906 

1838  Dec,  6,  JOHN  M.  HENRIE,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA], 
TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR.  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS 

Change  in  business  plans  since  his  letter  [of  Nov.  25].  A.  L.  S. 
1  p. 

No.  907 

1838  Dec.  7,  VAN  NORTWICK  TO  [M.  B.  LAMAR] 

Decatur,  Ala.  Dec.  7,  1838. 
Sir, 

From  feelings  of  the  most  deep  sensibility  for  for  [^]  the  pros- 
perity of  Texas,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you,  as  its  Chief 
Executive  &  guardian  of  its  peace  &  welfare,  this  letter.  I  do,  so 
not  from  frivolous  or  Tinkind  motives,  as  you  will  soon  discover;  but, 
from  a  sincere  conviction  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  enable  you  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  your  soldiers,  an  instrument,  which  at  a  com- 
paratively small  expense  of  blood  &  treasure,  will  enable  a  small 
army  to  cut  off,  wherever  it  may  reach  a  foe,  whether  in  the  Indian 
country  around  you,  or,  in  the  Capitol  of  Mexico,  every  enemy  to 
the  Siar  of  Texas.  After  several  years  of  experimenting,  &  what  many 
would,  no  doubt,  call  folly^  I  have  succeeded  in  constructing,  on  the 
most  simple  &  useful  principles,  both  as  regards  cheapness,  utility  & 
durability  of  construction,  a  gun,  for  Army  purposes,  more  than  any 
thing  else,  which  is  perfectly  adapted  to  infantry  or  cavalry  use, 
that  will  discharge  sixty  bidlets  per  minute,  with  as  perfect  safety, 
precision  &  force  as  the  common  rifle,  &  only  requires  two  motions  of 
the  right  hand  at  each  discharge.  It  is  also  a  shield  to  the  breast 
of  the  Soldier,  &  is  no  more  liable  to  get  out  of  order  than  the  com- 
mon musket.  It  is  incumbered  with  not  a  particle  of  superfluous 
metal —  Can't  become  heated,  &  is  perfectly  shielded  from  the  cor- 
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roding  influence  of  the  weather.  Being  able  soon,  to  have  some  of 
them  made  in  this  place,  &  wishing  to  secure  the  Patent  in  Texas 
as  well  as  in  this  country,  being  firmly  convinced  as  I  am  that  the 
principles  of  mechanical  philosophy  cannot  be  more  perfectly  applied 
to  fire  arms  of  all  descriptions,  &  that  none  ever  patented  equal  this, 
I  would  thank  you  to  give  me  directions  &  in  what  manner  I  can 
most  safely  &  privately  forward  you  one  for  examination.  My 
object  is,  to  give  the  Government  of  Texas  the  right  of  making  & 
using  them  in  her  Army,  leaving  to  myself  the  privilege  of  making 
&  vending  them  among  the  citizens  of  the  country :  or,  should  you 
deem  it  of  suflScient  utility  after  full  &  fair  trial,  I  would  yield  it 
up  exclusively  to  your  government  leaving  it  to  the  Executive  & 
legislature,  to  make  me  such  compensation,  when  its  convenience 
will  permit,  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  such  an  invention.  You 
will  be  at  no  expense  in  satisfying  yourself  as  to  the  correctness  of 
what  I  here  state,  provided  you  will  give  me  directions  how  to  send 
&c.    My  only  desire  is  to  assist  Texas  in  some  effectual  way. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Dr.  Jack  Shackelford  of 
Courtland,  Ala.  who  will  be  in  Houston  soon.  You  doubtless  know 
as  a  zealous  soldier  in  the  Texian  Cause.  He  will  inform  you  of  me, 
etc. 

Most  Respectfully, 

Ira  Van  Nortwick 
To  the 
President  of 
Texas 

[Addressed]  Ffee  [Endorsed] 

To  the  President  of  Texas,  Ira  Van  Nortwick 

Houston,  Texas,  Decatur  Aba. 
via  N.  Orleans.  7  Dec  1838 

No.  908 

1838  Dec.  8,  J[OHN]    A.    GREER,    HOUSTON,    [TEXAS],    TO 
M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Recommending  K.  L.  Anderson  for  chief  justice  of  San  Augustine 
County,  if  the  office  is  adjudged  legally  vacant.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  909 

1838  Dec.   8,   MEMUCAN  HUNT,   JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI,  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Introducing  Dr.  E.  E.  Slade,  of  Columbus,  IVfississippi.  A.  L.  S. 
1  p. 
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No.  910 

[1838  D€C,  8f],  B.  B.  BEE,  [HOUSTON],  TO   [MIEABEAU 
BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Saturday  Mng, 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  too  much  indigftosed  to  see  you  fox  a  day  or 
two —  and  yet  it  is  important  that  I  should  do  so — 

Is  your  Cabinet 
complete t  Dr.  Archer —  Gen'l  Dunlap —  Felix  Huston — (as  Atty 
Gn'l) —  if  you  cannot  get  Mr.  Watrous —  The  appoint 't.  of  Genl 
Huston  as  Atiy  Gen'l—  would  calm  his  military  ardour —  but  indeed 
I  have  found  him  very  tractable  on  this  point —  he  is  a  man  of 
sense —  and  would  bring  some  eclat  to  your  Cabinet — 

Gen'l  Dunlap  would  be  a  most 
safe  man —  in  any  particular —  I  sendj  you  an  article  from  the  New 
York  Star —  which  may  make  it  necessary  to  alter  the  phraseology 

of  your  address 

I  find  the  Papers  throughout  the  Union —  anticipating  great  results 
from  your  Administration — 

They  must  give  you  time 

I  am  Sincerely 

Yours 
Barnard  E  Bee 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Gen'l  Lamar—  B.  E.  Bee 


Private — 


No.  911 

1838  Dec.  8,  SPARTA  FEMALE  MODEL  SCHOOL,  SPARTA, 
HANCOCK  COUNTY,  GEORGLA 

Announcement.    Printed,  2  p. 
Appended  to  no.  1092. 

No.  912 

1883  Dec.  9,  J.  W.  TAYLOR  TO  M.  R.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

(Private) 

Galveston  9  Dec  1838 
To  His  Excellency 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 

President  Republic  of  Texas 

Sir 
I  most  respectfully  solicite  the  privilege  of  laying  before 
your  Excellency  a  communication  in  reference  to  the  present  state 
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of  the  Navy  For  some  time  back  we  have  not  had  a  sufficiency  of 
officers  and  Men  for  the  protection  of  the  Government  property,  the 
few  men  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  get  have  not  had  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Provisions  for  the  common 
subsistence  of  life  It  is  true  the  Hon  Sec  of  the  Navy  has  given 
orders  for  the  purchase  of  Provisions  but  I  need  not  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  diffiteulty  of  complying  with  such  directions  no  means 
having  been  placed  in  my  hands  for  such  purchases. 

The  long  neglected  State  of  the  Navy  having  induced  most  persons 
to  believe  that  much  difficulty  would  be  met  with  in  obtaining  pay- 
ment for  supplies  furnished  on  the  credit  of  the  Government 

The  Station  at  present  is  entirely  without  men  except  two  who  have 
[been]  placed  on  board  Brig  Potomac  by  the  U  S  Consul  as  deserters 
from  the  United  States  Schooner  of  War  Grampus  It  is  a  matter 
of  pride  as  well  as  an  imperative  duty  on  my  part  to  lay  before  your 
Excellency  at  the  earliest  period  the  statement  of  facts  above  made 
in  order  to  elicite  your  attention  to  this  important  arm  of  National 
defence  it  having  ever  been  generally  believed  that  you  have  felt 
the  deepest  interest  in  it  In  eliciting  your  observation  to  the  above 
remarks  I  most  sincerely  hope  that  the  pride  of  an  officer  may  plead 
a  sufficient  apology  for  intruding  upon  your  notice  at  this  early 
period  the  present  situation  of  the  Service  Brought  up  from  an  early 
period  of  life  in  a  School  above  all  others  more  calculated  to  impress 
upon  the  mind  of  an  officer  the  responsibilities  of  his  professional 
duties  more  particularly  when  placed  in  the  situation  of  a  commander 

In  reference  to  our  present  wants  I  refer  you  to  Captain  Wheel- 
wright who  has  been  a  personal  observer  of  the  facts  above  stated  and 
whose  merits  an  chivalry  as  an  officers  and  whose  sufferings  must  ever 
claim  the  first  place  in  the  remembrances  of  his  country 

With  a  wirfi  as  well  as  a  belief  that  your  Excellency  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  improving  the  situation  and  relieving  the  wants 
of  those  who  have  and  may  be  attached  to  the  Naval  Service  of 
the  Republic  of  Texas 

I  remain  with  sentiments 
of  high  respect  &  esteem 
Your  Most  Obdt  Servt 
John  W  Taylor 
Comdg  Naval  Station 
Galveston 

[Endorsed] 
John  W.  Taylor 
Galveston  9th.  Deer.  1838— 
John  W.  Taylor 
on  Naval  Subject 
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No.  913 
[1838  Nov.  10 f],  M.  B.  LAMAR.    INAUGURAL  ADDRESS" 

THE 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS 

of 

MIRABEAU      B.      LAMAR, 

# 

PRESIDENT  OP   THE 

REPUBLIC  OP  TEXAS, 

TO  BOTH  HOUSES  OP  CONGRESS. 


BY  ORDER  OP  CONGRESS. 


HOUSTON 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and,  Friends 
and  Fellow  Citizens: 

Invited  by  the  suffrages  of  my  fellow-citizens  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
tracy of  the  Republic,  I  embrace  the  opportunity  which  this  solemn 
occasion  presents  of  tendering  my  deep  and  enduring  gratitude  for 
their  distinguished  favor.  When  I  reflect  upon  the  g[re]at  unani- 
mity of  the  popular  voice  by  which  I  am  called  t[o  thi]s  station,  I 
cannot  repress  the  painful  apprehension  that  I  [may]  not  be  able 
to  fulfill  the  high  expectations  which  such  gen[erous]  confidence 
implies;  and  if  I  did  not  feel  assured  that  the  [coorjdinate  branches 
of  government,  as  well  as  the  better  judg[ment]  of  those  whom  I 
may  be  able  to  call  into  my  councils,  wou[l]d  abundantly  supply 
my  deficiencies,  I  should  be  constrain  [ed  to]  avoid  a  situation  into 
which  I  bring  abilities  so  inadequate  [to  th]e  discharge  of  its  high  and 

important  duties. 

— But  indulg[ing  t]  he  pleasing  hope  that  a  warm  hearted  and 
liberal  people  [will]  continue  to  judge  of  my  motives  and  my  actions 
with  the  [same]  generous  indulgence  heretofore  extended  to  me  as 
their  [publ]ic  servant — forgiving  what  is  wrong  and  sustaining  what 
is  [rig]ht — I  assume  the  duties  of  the  executive  with  the  solemn 
as[sur]ance  to  this  august  assembly,  that  every  effort  in  my  power 

'•Pamphlet.  A  copy  in  Lamar's  hand  is  In  no.  361.  This  copy  is  noted  by 
Lamar  as  "Delivered  lOth.  November,  1838";  evidently  an  error,  as  the 
Journals  of  both  the  House  and  Senate  of  the  third  Congress  give  the 
date  as  December  10. 
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[wi]ll  be  made  to  strengthen  and  retain  the  confidence  reposed  in 
[my  dis]  position  to  advance  the  happiness  of  the  people  and  to 
[widen]  and  confirm  the  foundations  of  our  national  institutions. 

I  place  a  high  trust,  my  fellow  citizens,  in  the  protection  of  the 
Great  Ruler  of  nations  who  has  never  yet  deserted  a  people  whose 
virtues  may  have  entitled  them  to  the  blessings  of  freedom.  Driven 
into  the  assertion  of  our  rights  and  the  defence  of  our  lives  by  the 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  those  with  whom  it  was  our  misfortune  to 
be  associated  in  government,  Providential  interference  in  our  behalf, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  up  to  the  present  period, — • 
guiding  us  in  the  paths  of  victory,  an[d]  sustaining  us  in  the  hour 
of  difficulty  when  our  own  wisdom  had  failed  us,  has  been  so  mani- 
fest and  signal,  that  I  cannot  but  indulge  the  cheering  belief  that 
the  Grreat  Dispenser  of  all  blessings  will  still  continue  to  prosper 
us  in  our  future  career;  will  be  with  us  in  all  our  trials  and  strug- 
gles, and  in  the  end  enable  us  to  rear  such  a  political  superstructure 
for  the  preservation  of  freedom  as  tyrrany  cannot  shake  and  time 
shall  continually  strengthen.  Let  then  the  warm  oblations  of  the 
heart  be  freely  offered  to  that  Divine  Being  who  hath  thus  far  con- 
ducted us  to  glory  and  prosperity  through  so  many  trying  scenes; 
and  whilst  we  would  supplicate  a  continuance  of  His  protecting 
goodness,  let  it  be  our  constant  study  to  demean  ourselves  individually 
and  nationally  in  such  manner  as  not  to  forfeit  all  claim  to  the 
munificence  solicited  by  the  selfishness  of  our  motives,  or  the  [f]olly 
of  our  measures.  Nor  should  we  in  the  fullness  of  prosperity  for- 
get those  gallant  spirits,  whose  military  skill  and  manly  energies, 
under  the  guidance  of  Providence,  achieved  our  Independence,  and 
laid  the  comer  stone  of  a  young  Republic  wh[i]ch  we  fondly  hope 
may  yet  excel  those  nations  which  have  arr[i]ved  at  maturity,  in 
the  purity  of  her  institutions  and  the  stability  [of  her]  freedom. 
Whether  the  sons  of  the  Revolution  have  sealed  [their]  devotion  to 
liberty  by  the  blood  of  martyrdom,  or  whether  [they]  still  survive 
to  participate  in  the  fruits  of  their  valor,  it  is  eq[ually]  our  duty, 
in  justice  to  our  own  feelings  and  as  a  bright  exa[mple]  to  those 
who  are  to  come  after  us,  to  cherish  the  memory  o[f  the]  dead,  and 
to  reward  the  virtues  of  the  living;  and  by  so  d[oing]  refute  the 
slander  of  our  foes,  and  enforce  the  solemn  truth,  [that]  the  gen- 
erous and  brave  who  draw  in  defence  of  Texas  may  [rely]  with  safety 
on  the  honor  of  her  government. 

In  the  new  sphere  in  which  I  shall  soon  be  called  to  act,  I  [trust] 
I  bring  with  me  no  feelings  unbecoming  the  first  officer  of  a  [free] 
government.  Nobler  considerations  than  the  gratifications  of  s  [el]  fish 
purposes  and  proscriptive  passions  must  engage  the  Exec[u]tive 
attention.  We  have  peace  to  procure;  the  public  credit  [to]  estab- 
lish and  the  resources  of  our  country  to  develope.  T[hese]  and 
similar,  a-re  the  great  concerns  which  should  engross  [the  at]tention 
of  every  department  of  government  and  call  forth  the  highest  energies 
of  enlightened  patriotism.  But  they  are  not  to  be  attained,  fellow 
citizens,  without  union  amongst  the  people,  and  without  reciprocal 
confidence  between  the  public  depositories  of  power.  If  distrust  and 
jealousy  be  allowed  to  take  root   in  the  different    departments  of 
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govenunent,  and  factious  dissensions  spring  np  in  the  bosom  of  oar 
present  peaceful  and  united  [po]pulation,  all  the  efforts  of  the 
patriot  to  advance  the  public  weal  will  prove  unavailing  and  abor- 
tive, and  the  nation,  instead  of  moving  onward  to  that  proud  eleva- 
tion that  awaits  her,  must  necessarily  recede  into  a  debased  condi- 
tion, and  possibly  sink  into  irretrievable  ruin.  As  one  who  is  ever 
ready  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  all  personal  considerations  to  the  nation's 
welfare,  I  entreat  this  enlightened  assembly  to  receive  the  renewed 
assurance  of  my  fixed  determination,  in  the  discharge  of  official 
duties,  to  be  guided  solely  by  the  good  of  our  common  country; — 
and  so  far  as  my  humble  abilities  will  permit,  fulfill  the  expecta.- 
tions  of  a  generous  and  confiding  people. 

The  character  of  my  administration  may  be  anticipated  in  the 
domestic  nature  of  our  government,  and  peaceful  habits  of  the  peo- 

y/  pie.  Looking  upon  agriculture,  commerce  and  the  useful  arts,  as  the 
true  basis  of  all  national  strength  and  glory,  it  will  be  my  leading 
policyL_to  awaken  into  vigorous  activity,  the  wealth,  talent  and  enter- 
prise  of  the  country ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
those  higher  institutions  for  moral  and  mental  culture,  without  which 
no  government,  on  democratic  principles,  can  prosper,  nor  [th]e 
people  long  preserve  their  liberties.  In  the  management  of  our  f or- 
eign  intereoursfi,  I  would  recommend  that  we  deal  justly_;mth  aH 
nationsTltgrcasively  to  none:  preserve  friendly  and  amicaBIe  rela- 
tions" with  such  as  may  be  disposed  to  reciprocate  the  policy,  and 
avoiding  all  protracted  and  perplexing  negociations,  court  free  and 
unrestricted  commerce  wherever  it  may  be  the  interest  of  our  people 
to  carry  the  national  flag.  Perf erring  peace,  but  not  averse  to  war,  I 
shall  be  ever  ready  to  adjust  all  differences  with  our  enemies  by 
friendly  discussion  and  arrangement,  at  the  same  time  be  equally, 
prompt  to  adopt  either  offensive  or  defensive  operations,  as  their  dis- 
position and  our  own  safety  may  render  necessary.  Unconscious  of 
any  selfish  influences  which  are  likely  to  draw  me  from  the  path  of 
duty,  I^ope  in  the  administration  of  our  domestic  affairs,  to  recom- 
mend by  my  example,  the^  spirit  of  "5iistTce~*and  moderation  in  the 

^  exercise  of  official  functions.  I  shall  bestow  preferment  upon  the  vir- 
tuous and  intelligent  of  all  parties,  who  have  the  good  of  the  country, 
and  not  their  own  aggrandisement  in  view ; — observe  an  equal  and  im- 
partial balance  between  the  rights,  claims  and  interests  of  every  class 
of  our  fellow  citizens  dealing  justly  with  all,  intentionally  wrong  with 
none;  sustain  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the  purity  of  elections,  the 
right  of  opinion,  and  the  freedom  and  sanctity  of  religion;  maintain 
the  integrity  and  independence  of  the  judiciary  as  the  great  dis- 
pensary of  justice,  and  the  correction  of  civil,  criminal  and  consti- 
tutional abuses ;  economize  the  public  resources ;  protect  the  frontiers ; 
recommend  equality  of  taxation,  burthening  none  of  the  branches  of 
industry  for  the  benefit  of  others;  discourage  multiplicity  of  legisla- 
tion; patronize  talents,  integrity  and  sobriety;  support  wifth]  be- 
coming liberality  all  laudable  and  patriotic  institutions  founded  i[n] 
reason  and  tested  by  experience.  Above  all  things,  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, I  shall  feel  it  to  be  my  imperious  duty  to  execute  the  laws  with 
impartiality;  to  guard  the  public  against  fraud;  to  hold  every  in- 
dividual in  official  station  to  strict  accountability;  and  under  all  cir- 
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cumstanees^and  at  every  hazard,  to  maintain  order  and  subordination 
within  and  to  repel  all  agressions  from  mthout;  if  feelings  like  these 
shall  animate  my  conduct,  as  I  hope  they  will,  and  guide  me  through 
the  toils,  perplexities  and  responsibilities  of  my  station,  beneficial 
consequences  cannot  fail  to  flow  to  the  public,  and  I  shall  find  in  a 
quiet  conscience  and  the  smiles  of  a  prosperous  people,  abundant 
remuneration  for  any  suflferings,  either  of  body  or  mind,  which  I 
may  be  doomed  to  encounter  in  the  faithful  performance  of  duty. 

As  this  is  not  the  occasion  for  the  Executive  to  offer  his  recommen- 
datory councils  for  the  action  of  congress;  I  must  of  course  pass  by 
for  the  present,  the  development  of  those  measures  by  which  I  hope 
to  carry  out  the  cardinal  principles  of  my  administration.  Neither 
until  the  Executive  shall  be  installed  into  office,  can  he  be  supposed 
to  possess  the  information  necessary  to  be  presented  for  the  consid- 
eration of  that  body.  At  a  period,  however,  as  early  as  practicable, 
I  [sh]  all  be  pleased  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  con- 
stitution to  unfold  at  length  my  views  of  general  policy,  and  to  sug- 
gest such  a  course  for  legislative  conduct,  as  may  seem  to  me  the  most 
essential  to  an  energetic  and  successful  direction  of  public  affairs. 
And  this  I  shall  do  the  more  cheerfully  from  the  disposition  which 
I  see  every  where  manifested,  both  by  the  people  and  the  co-ordinate 
departments  of  government,  not  only  to  sustain  the  Executive  in 
whatever  is  just  and  judicious,  but  also  under  all  circumstances  to 
adhere  with  fidelity  to  the  constitution  of  the  country,  and  to  walk 
in  the  light  of  those  great  principles  of  national,  integrity  and  honor, 
which  constitute  the  pride  and  glory  of  our  young  republic. 
\  There  is,  however,  one  qu^tion  of  thfi_,highest  national  concern- 
ment, on  which  I  feel  it  a  privilege  and  a  duty  to  address  myself  to 
the  great  body  of  the  people  themselves.  I  mean  the  annexation  of 
our  country  .to-the  American  union.  Notwithstanding  the  almost  un- 
divided voice  of  my  fellow-citizens  at  one  time  in  favor  of  the  meas- 
ure, an[d]  notwithstanding  the  decision  of  the  national  congress  at 
its  last  session,  inhibiting  the  chief  magistrate  from  withdrawing  the  . 
proposition  at  the  cabinet  of  'Washington,  yet  still  I_have  never  been  ^ 
able  myself  to_percei_ve  the  policy  of  the  desired  connexion,  or  dis- 
cover in  it  any  advnntflg&.either,cli]yil».  political  or  commercial, 
which  could  .possibly  resixlt-to-3iexaa.  But  on  the  contrary  a  long 
train  of  consequences  of  the  most  appallinsr  character  and  magnitude, 
have  never  failed  to  present  themselves  whenever  I  have  entertained 
the  subject,  and  forced  upon  my  mind  the  unwelcome  conviction,  that 
the  step  once  taken  would  produce  a  lasting  regret,  and  ultimately 
prove  as  disastrous  to  our  liberty  and  hopes,  as  the  triumphant  sword 
of  the  enemyJ^And  I  say  this  from  no  irreverence  to  the  character 
and  institutions  of  my  native  country,  whose  welfare  I  have  ever 
desired,  and  do  still  desire  above  my  individual  happiness,  but  a 
deep  and  abiding  gratitude  to  the  people  of  Texas,  as  well  as  a  fervent 
devotion  to  those  sacred  principles  of  government,  whose  defence 
invited  me  to  this  country,  compel  me  to  say  that  however  strong  be 
my  attachment  to  the  parent  land,  the  land  of  my  adoption  must 
•claim  my  highest  allegiance  and 'affection:  her  glory  and  happiness 
must  be  my  paramount  consideration,  and  I  cannot  allow  myself  to 
speak  in  any  other  than  the  language  of  freedom  and  frankness  on 
all  matters  involving  her  safety,  dignity  and  honor. 
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When  I  reflect  upon  the  invaluable  rights  which  Texit9  will  have 
to  yield  up  with  the  surrender  of  her  Independence — the  right  of 
making  either  war  or  peace;  the  right  of  controlling  the  Indian 
tribes  within  her  borders;  the  right  of  appropriating  her  public 
domain  to  purposes  of  education  and  internal  improvements;  of 
levying  her  own  taxes;  regulating  her  own  commerce  and  forming 
her  own  alliances  and  treaties — when  I  view  her  divested  of  the 
most  essential  attributes  of  free  government ;  reduced  to  the  level 
of  an  unf elt  fraction  of  a  giant  power ;  or  perad venture  divided  into 
Territorial  districts,  with  Governors  and  judges  and  excise  men 
appointed  from  abroad  to  administer  laws  which  she  had  no  adequate 
voice  in  enacting,  and  to  gather  imposts  for  the  benefit  of  those  wha 
levy  them — when  I  look  upon  her,  as  she  soon  will  be,  th«.jCornucopia 
of  the jsmrld,  pouring  her  abundant  treasures  into  the  lap  of  another 
people  than  her  own;  a  tributary  vassal  to  remote  and  uncongenial 
communities;  communities  as  widely  separated  from  her  in  pursuits 
as  in  distance,  who  are  known  to  be  opposed  to  her  peculiar  and 
essential  interests,  and  who  are  daily  sending  forth  their  denuncia- 
tions against  her  from  the  fire-side,  the  pulpit  and  the  council  cham- 
ber; and  when  I  bear  in  mind  that  all  this  sacrifice  of  rights  and 
dignity  and  character  is  to  be  made,  for  what !  for  the  privilege  of 
going  into  a  union  in  which  she  carries  wealth  without  proportional 
influence — for  the  glory  of  identifying  her  fortunes  with  a  govern- 
ment in  which  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  are  alarmed  for  the 
safety  of  the  very  institution  Tipon  which  her  own  hopes  of  happiness- 
are  based ;  a  government  embracing  conflicting  interests  and  irrecon- 
cilable prejudices  with  lasting  causes  of  domestic  quarrel,  where 
Texas  can  hope  for  nothing  but  a  participation  in  the  strifes  that 
distract  the  public  councils,  and  [after]  passing  through  many 
throes  and  convulsions  be  the  means  perhaps  of  producing  or  accel- 
erating an  awful  catastrophe  which  none  could  be  more  ready  to 
avert  or  sincerely  deplore  than  herself — when  I  reflec.L-U^n_  these,, 
the  inevitable  and  fUtal  consequences  of  the,  prQpo«^^d  ponn^o^r 
and  then  turn  from  the  dark  and  dreary,  picture  to  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  high  destiny  that_  awaits  our  country.;  the  great  pros- 
perity which  lies  within  her  attainment  i£.shje]  will  but  appreciate 
her  natural  advantages,  and  not  part  with  the  right  of  de^oping 
and  confroling  her  incalculable  resources:  when  I  yiew  her  vast 
extent  of  territory,  stretching  from  the  Sabine  to  the  Pacific  and 
away  to  the  South  West  as  far  as  the  obstinacy  of  the  enemy  may 
render  it  necessary  for  the  sword  to  malce  the  boundary:  erabTaein? 
the  most  delightful  climate  and  the  richest  soil  in  the  world,  and 
behold  it  all  in  the  state  of  high  cultivation  and  improvement— her 
mountains  of  minerals  yielding  their  vast  treasures  to  the  touch  of 
industry;  her  luxuriant  pastures  alive  with  flocks  and  herds,  and 
her  wide  fields  whitening  with  a  staple  commodity,  in  the  produc- 
tion of  which  she  can  have  no  rival;  with  the  whole  world  for  her 
market ;  and  then  consider  the  noble  purposes  to  which  this  immense 
and  exhaustless  wealth  may  be^'applied,  in  adorning  and  beautifying 
the  country,  providing  for  its  safety  and  defence,  endowing  institu- 
tions for  the  spread  of  virtue,  knowledge  and  the  arts,  and  carryinfT 
to  the  door  of  every  citizen  of  the  Republic,  peace,  plenty,  and  prt- 
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tection —  and  when  in  addition  to  these  glorious  and  grand  results, 
I  look  still  farther  to  the  important  improvements  which  she  will 
be  able  to  devise  in  government,  and  to  the  entire  revolution  which 
her  example  in  free  trade  will  effect  in  the  commerce  of  other 
nations,  emancipating  it  from  the  thralldom  of  tariff  restrictions  and 
placing  it  upon  the  high  grounds  of  equitable  reciprocity,  all  of 
which  will  as  certainly  flow  from  the  maintainence  of  her  present 
independent  position  as  the  sun  courses  the  heavens.  When  I  refle'ct 
upon  these  vast  and  momentous  consequences,  so  fatal  to  liberty  on 
the  one  hand  and  so  fraught  with  hapjjiness_and  glory  on  the  other,  \/ 
I  cannot^egard  the  annexation,  of  Texaa.tQ  the^Amencan  tTnionJn 
any  ofEer  light  than  as  the  grave  of  all  her  hopes  of  happiness  and 
greatness;  and  if,  contrary  to  the  present  aspect  of  affaris,  the 
amalgamation  shall  ever  hereafter  take  place,  I  shall  feel  that  the 
blood  of  our  ma  fr]  tyred  heroes  had  been  shed  in  vain — that  we  had 
riven  the  chains  of  Mexican  despotism  only  to  fetter  our  country 
with  more  indissoluble  bonds,  and  that  a  young  Republic  just  rising 
into  high  distinction  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  had  been 
swallowed  up  and  lost  like  a  proud  bark  in  a  devouring  vortex. 

That  the  people  of  Texas  should  haveJififiu  .in  favor  of  Annexation 
at  the  time  their  votes  were  given  on  the  question,  is  not  a  mSter 
of  surprise  when  we  consider  the  then  existing  condition  of  the 
country. — ^^She  was  left  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  feeble  and 
exhausted :  without  means  and  without  credit ;  her  settlemens  broken 
up;  her  villages  desolated  by  ruthless  invasion;  and  amidst  all  still 
threatened  in  her  defenceless  situation  with  a  return  of  the  foe  and  ^ 
a  renewal  of  the  sad  calamaties  of  war.  Under  such  a  state  of  things," 
no  wonder  that  the  people,  harrassed  and  almost  ruined,  bleeding 
with  present  woulds  and  apprehefnd]ing  a  farther  accumulation  of 
ills,  should  be  willing  to  purchase  momenlary^security  by  a  surren- 
der of  their  national  Independence.  Perhaps  there  was  wisdom  in 
the  choice;  but  I  am  free  to  confe[ss]  that  even  at  that  time,  amidst 
the  darkest  period  of  our  coimtry's  hfistjory,  I  never  despaired  of 
the  Republic,  but  with  unshaken  confid[e]nce  in  the  strength  of  our 
cause,  and  a  full  knowledge  of  what  the  [ejnergies  of  a  free  and 
determined  people  were  capable  of  achieving,  I  raised  my  feeble 
voice  asrainst  the  sacrifice  which  we  were  about  to  make,  without 
any  reference  to  the  difficulties  of  the  moment,  and  with  an  eye 
exclusively  directed  to  the  future  glory  of  the  nation ;  and  permanent 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  all. 

But  these  imjipsing  considerations. which. At  one  time_rendfired  the 
proposed  political  connection  seemingly  desirable,  have  lost  their 
validity  _and  .Joi^fij'lndeed  fhey  exist  no  longer.  Our  desolated 
plains  have  become  green  meadows  and  luxuriant  fields.  Where  the 
iron  car  of  war  rolled  with  destroying  energy,  the  ploughshare  of 
the  husbandman  is  driven  in  peace  and  safety;  and  instead  of  a 
sparse  and  suffering  population,  weighed  down  with  poverty  and 
blighted  hopes,  we  behold  a  powerful  and  prosperous  people,  daily 
increasiner  in  wealth  and  numbers  happy  in  their  present  possessions 
and  looking  forward  to  still  higher  and  more  glorious  results. 
Invasion  too,  has  lost  its  terrors.  Conscious  of  our  own  strength, 
we  know  very  well  that  the  enemy  has  greater  reason  to  apprehend 
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danger  from  us,  than  we  from  him.  A  change  has  come  over  the 
aspect  of  our  affairs.  We Jiiiiye  risen  from  mir- prostration  with 
redoubled  energies.  And  shall  we  now^  in  tbe-^»idst  of  glorilous] 
hopes  and  increasing  vigor,  persevere  in  a  suicidal  policy,  origi[nal]ly 
founded  in  necessity  rather  than  in  choice?  Would  it  not  be  far 
better  for  us,  since  the  reasons  which  Influenced  our  former  verdict 
can  have  no  further  application,  to  re-consider  that  verdict,  and  on 
good  and  valid  shewingyreverse  the  judgment  1  v 

Never  were  a  people  so  favorably  situated  as  we  are,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  wise  and  happy  government.  We  have  already  laid 
the  ground  work  successfully  and  well,  and  it  is  only  necessary  now, 
that  we  pay  proper  attention  to  the  strength  and  symmetry  of  the 
superstructure.  As  in  the  natural  sciences,  discoveries  are  daily 
being  made,  so  in  the  art  of  good  government,  the  great  teacher, 
Time,  is  continually  suggesting  new  and  important  changes  which, 
as  a  wise  people,  we  should  be  ever  ready  advisedly  to  adopt,  unde- 
tered  by  the  dread  of  innovation ;  and  with  conscious  rectitude  for 
our  guide,  move  boldly  onward  in  the  rapid  march  of  improvement, 
and  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  successful  experiment.  The 
American  constitution  is  certainly  the  highest  effort  of  political 
wisdom,  and  approaches  more  nearly  to  perfection  than  any  other 
social  compact  for  the  government  of  man ;  yet  a  fair  trial  of  fifty 
years  ha[s]  detected  in  that  sacred  chart  many  se[r]ious  and  alarm- 
ing errors,  w[hich  if]  we  will  but  wisely  avoid,  at  t[he]  same  time 
adopting  its  favorable  features,  and  availing  ourselves  of  all  the 
lights  of  modern  experience,  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  devise  and 
perfect  a  system  of  our  own  which  shall  surpass  its  model  as  far 
[as  t]hat  has  excelled  all  others.  To  achieve  this  desirable  end, 
we  must  turn  to  the  great  volume  of  history  that  lies  open  before 
us,  and  profit  by  the  lessons  it  teaches.  We  may  gather  from  its 
faithful  records,  not  only  [a] knowledge  of  what  has  been  tested  V 
other  nations,  and  found  to  [be]  practically  beneficial  or  pernicious; 
but  we  may  be  taught  the  mo  [re]  solemn  and  important  truth,  that 
the  instability  of  governments  has  no[t]  resulted  from  any  thing 
inherent  in  the  nature  of  human  institutions  to  flourish  and  decay 
like  the  vegetable  kingdom,  but  from  the  fact  that  all,  with  the 
exception  of  the  American  Constitution,  have  been  the  result  of 
chance,  vice  and  rapacity,  instead  of  being  fashioned  by  reflection 
and  based  upon  the  solid  grounds  of  private  integrity  and  public 
morals.  The  principles  of  virtue  and  justice  are  unchangeable  and 
indestructible,  and  the  government  which  shall  be  reared  upon  the 
one  and  administered  upon  the  other,  cannot  fail  to  be  an  eternal 
bulwark  to  the  rights  of  man. 

The  founding  of  Government  upon  a  written  compact  between  the 
people  and  their  rulers,  is  certainly  a  wise  invention.  By  circum- 
scribing, the  boundaries  of  power,  it  deprives  ambition  of  the  means 
of  misrule.  Its  chief  excellence,  however,  consists  in  the  confidence 
and  safety  which  every  individual  must  feel  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
rights  under  a  tenure  of  his  own  selection.  He  holds  them,  not  by 
the  uncertain  dictum  of  an  arbitrary  potentate  or  privileged  order 
of  men,  but  by  virtue  of  a  high  instrument,  the  standard  of  all  rule 
and  law,  adopted  by  the  special  servants  of  the  people  and  clearly 
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defined,  approved  and  ratified  by  a  whole  community.  But  what 
would  it  avail  a  people,  fellow  citizens,  though  they  embody  in  their 
constitution  the  wisest  provisions  and  the  most  salutary  doctrines, 
if  they  should  be  wanting  in  the  necessary  firmness  and  patriotism 
to  respect  and  obey  them.  It  is  obvious  that  the  advantages  of  such 
a  system  must  rest  upon  a  faithful  compliance  of  all  parties  with  the 
terms  of  the  compact.  If  the  people  at  large  and  the  different 
departments  of  government  shall  adhere  with  fidelity  to  its  letter 
and  its  spirit,  the  nation  will  be  able  to  preserve  its  freedom,  happi- 
ness and  independence.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  either  the  people 
or  the  public  functionaries,  unmindful  of  their  obligations  to  its 
authority,  shall  suffer  themselves  to  be  hurried  by  the  violence  of 
baleful  passions,  or  be  seduced  by  the  selfish  suggestions  of  a  tem- 
porary and  narrow-minded  policy  into  a  violation  of  its  solemn 
injunctions,  the  inevitable  consequences  will  be,  the  loss  of  public 
credit,  the  destruction  of  private  confidence,  and  the  subversion  of 
all  order,  morality  and  safety.  How  important  it  is,  then,  to  shield 
and  protect  the  sacred  charter  of  our  liberties,  alike  from  all 
encroachments,  whether  made  by  the  people  themselves  or  by  those 
entrusted  with  official  station.  There  is  a  proneness  in  the  nature 
of  man  to  overleap  the  bar[rier]s  that  stand  in  the  way  of  his 
[selfish]  desires.  As  individuals,  we  are  restr[ain]ed  from  the  viola- 
tion of  the  lawSf  by  the  fear  of  punishment ;  but  as  communities,  we 
have  nothing  to  withhold  us  from  an  infringement  of  the  constitu- 
tion^  except  that  high  morality  and  honest  pride  w[hi]ch  make  the 
virtuous  and  enlightened  bosom  feel  that  its  country  ^s  [honlor  is 
its  own.  Hence  I  esteem  it  the  first  duty  of  a  patriot,  and  the 
[hi]ghest  evidence  of  his  patriotism,  to  cherish  and  respect  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country.  Nor  can  I  concieve  of  a  more  dangerous 
enemy  to  liberty  than  the  popular  chief  who  shall  discard  its  author- 
ity under  the  hollow  pretext  that  he  is  acting  for  the  good  of  the 
people.  No  reasons  of  state  policy,  nor  pretended  exigencies,  can 
justify  its  violation.  Under  any  and  all  circumstances  its  infraction 
is  more  dangerous  than  treason,  and  its  dethronement  is  the  death 
of  liberty.  Let  me  then  invoke  the  people  of  Texas  to  stand  by  their 
constitution.  Let  us  offer  no  violence  to  its  precepts  and  restric- 
tions. Let  us  bow  to  the  supremacy  of  its  authority.  Let  it  be  our 
cloud  by  day  and  our  pillar  of  fire  by  night. 

Having  every  confidence  in  the  disposition  and  the  ability  of  the 
country  to  su[st]ain  itself  from  all  invasions  of  its  enemies,  and 
fully  satisfied  that  the  Executive  will  meet  with  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  an  enlightened  and  patriotic  people,  in  whatever  may  be 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  national  integrity  and  honor,  it 
only  remains  for  me  to  pledge  myself,  under  the  solemn  requirements 
of  the  constitution,  to  a  faithful  fulfilment  of  my  oflBcial  duties. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


324  Texas  State  Library 

No.  914 

[1838?  Dec.  10 f,  M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON].    NOTES  [FOR  THE 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS?]  ON  THE  ANNEXATION 

OF  TEXAS" 

My  objections  to  the  unqualified  Union  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  proceed  chiefly  from  the  difficulties  involved  in  the 
nature  of  the  sucerity  which  is  to  be  furnished  by  that  Government  for 
the  preservation  of  the  institution  of  slavery,  upon  which,  our  character 
prosperity  and  happiness  as  a  free  people  must  necessarily  depend. 
Although  not  sensible  of  any  advantage  either  civil,  political  or 
commercial,  which  is  to  accrue  to  the  Republic  from  the  proposed 
annexation,  yet  should  Texas,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  be 
admitted  to  a  full  and  unrestricted  membership  with  such  guaran- 
tees as  she  may  deem  assential  to  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  her 
property  and  the  product  of  her  labor,  I  stand  pledged  to  cooperate 
either  individually  or  officially  with  the  friends  of  the  measure; 
Put  as  the  advocate  of  our  peculiar  institutions — looking  upon  them 
as  the  sheet  anchor  of  our  Liberty,  and  safety  I  cannot  seek  or  desire 
the  connection  without  some  additional  guarantee  stronger  than  the 
feeble  &  inefficient  one  afforded  at  present  by  the  national  constitu- 
tion. At  this  moment  the  Southern  States  of  the  American  Union 
alarmed  for  the  safety  of  their  property  are  demanding  a  convention 
of  the  Federal  members  to  provide  for  the  immediate  and  more 
certain  protection  of  the  institution  of  slavery.  Should  this  Conven- 
tion assemble  and  the  idemnity  thereby  secured,  the  people  of  Texas 
might  then  feel  less  apprehension  in  the  acceptance  of  an  invitation 
to  enter  the  Federal  compat.  The  warmest  advocates  of  annexation 
could  not  desire  an  alliance  upon  any  other  terms. 

I  have  on  this  subject  no  local  attachment  or  sectional  antipathies 
either  to  bias  my  judgment  or  influence  my  counsels.  I  claim  my 
birth  place  among  the  people  of  the  South,  but  I  can  never  forget 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  North,  are  American  Citizens,  descended 
from  the  same  common  ancestry,  speaking  the  same  language,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  same  liberties  &  laws.  My  objections  to  an  Union 
of  Texas  with  the  Northern  States  do  not  therefore  arise  from  sec- 
tional prejudicies,  but  flow  from  a  deliberate  conviction  that  no 
identity  of  interest  or  attachment  of  feeling  can  ever  exist  between 
political  bodies  which  do  not  harmonize  upon  the  great  question  of 
Slavery.  It  is  then  from  the  fanaticism,  and  not  from  the  people  of 
the  North  that  I  would  escape. 

Having  been  an  attentive  observer  of  the  course  of  events  in  the 
United  States  upon  the  exciting  topic  of  abolition,  it  is  with  no 
ordinary  degree  of  sorrow  I  announce  my  solemn  conviction  that  a 
dissolution  of  the  American  Union  must  take  place  at  an  early  day 
if  the  Anti-slavery  party  continue  to  press. their  views  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  National  Councils.  This  exciting  discusson  was 
first  introduced  into  the  American  Congress  by  a  resolution  of  the 
sate  of  New  York,  instructing  her  senators  to  vote  against  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  into  the  federal  Union  unless  she  would  agree  to 

^^Portions  of  this  draft  are  in  the  hand  of  W.  Jefferson  Jones. 
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prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery  by  an  express  provision  in  her 
constitution.  Though  foiled  at  that  time  in  their  designs,  the  friends 
of  abolition  have  never  ceased  their  assaults  upon  this  species  of 
property,  some  times  insidious  &  sometimes  open,  up  to  the  present 
day ;  and  they  are  now  waging  a  war  of  extermination,  with  a  vio- 
lence and  reckless  fury,  which,  if  not  speedily  arrested  by  some 
means  or  other,  must,  inevitably  produce  a  disnniption  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  and  perhaps  result  in  a  civil  war.  It  is  impossible  that  a  people 
with  views  so  adverse,  and  with  feelings  so  inveterate  and  hostile  to 
each  other,  can  maintain  a  political  connection  which  seems  to  have 
no  other  effect  than  to  bind  together  uncongenial  spirits  and  dis- 
cordant elements.  Without  some  most  extraordinary  and  unlooked 
for  change  in  the  principles  and  interests  of  one  or  both  the  parties 
they  must  most  certainly  separate ;  and  so  thoroughly  impressed  are 
all  the  south  with  the  certainty  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  this  event, 
that  a  distinguished  member  in  the  American  Congress,  has  recently 
recently  [sic]  propose  an  immediate  dissolution  as  the  only  remedy 
left  for  the  evils  against  which  the  Southern  States  have  so  long 
remonstrated  without  avail.  Yet  with  all  these  deplorable  facts 
before  us  —  whilst  the  south,  whose  interest  and  institutions  are  the 
same  as  ours,  driven  to  desperation  by  the  insecurity  of  her  rights  — 
is  endeavoring  to  rid  herself  of  the  Northern  fanatics,  the  people  of 
Texas  are  seeking  to  form  a  more  intimate  alliance  --an  alliance 
with  a  government  upon  the  very  verge  of  dissolution  and  with  a 
people  whose  hatred  and  hostility  to  our  dearest  interests  are  as  open 
as  it  is  implacable. 

Although  I  would  not  by  any  false  sensibility  or  captious  excep- 
tions to  petty  insults,  forfeit  a  blessing  to  our  Country,  yet  there 
are  species  of  national  indignities  which  a  proud  and  spirited  people 
may  not  bear,  and  which  a  patriot,  jealous  of  his  Country's  as  his 
own  honor,  should  feel  bound  to  resent.  Has  such  indignites  been 
offered  to  our  young  and  unsullied  Republic?  Let  the  unhalowed 
denimciations  which  have  been  sent  forth  against  her  from  the 
press,  the  pulpit  and  the  halls  of  the  American  Congress,  reply  to 
the  question.  We  are  not  only  represented  as  being  a  band  of  des- 
peradoes, linked  together  for  the  worst  of  purposes  and  polluting 
the  beautiful  region  we  inhabit,  but  we  are  notified  that  a  dissolution 
of  the  American  govt,  is  preferable  to  a  connection  with  a  people  so 
insensible  to  guilt  and  as  we  are  said  to  be.  The  threating  language 
of  the  ExPresident  Mr.  Adams  on  this  point  is  fresh  in  the  memory 
of  us  all,  and  I  hope  will  Jong  be  remembered  to  the  execration  of 
the  libellor.  Our  list  of  political  grievances,  set  forth  in  the  declara- 
tion of  independence,  have  been  proclaid  from  the  Vatican  as  hollow 
and  criminal  pretences  to  cover  the  work  of  plundrs;  whilst  it  has 
hen  published  as  the  deliberate  sentimt  of  the  free  States  of  the 
American  Union,  that  slavery  &  fraud  constitute  the  foundation  of 
our  revolution  and  forming  the  motives  which  rallied  our  people 
round  the  standard  of  our  Indepednce  ought  to  excite  the  scorn  and 
indignation  rather  than  the  respect  and  sympathies  of  civilized 
nations.  These  execrable  slanders;  the  offspring  of  demoniac  & 
fanaticism,  are  not  confined  to  a  small  body  of  abolitionists;  but  they 
have  been  the  basis  of  the  legislative  action  of  several  of  the  North- 
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ern  States;  &  form  and  prevailing  sentimt  of  that  portion  of  the 
American  population  who  control  the  national  legislation  of  the 
country  And  shall  we  blindly  &  madly  precipitate  ourselves  into 
the  deadly  and  destroying  embraces  of  such  a  baleful  people.  Are 
we  prepard  to  recive  our  laws  from  their  hands  and  to  hold  our 
rights  and  our  institutions  by  the  tenure  of  their  clemency  &  justice, 
whilst  we  can  enjoy  tranquility  and  safety  under  a  better  govemmt 
of  our  own  creation  ?  We  have  been  told  by  them  distinctly  that  they 
will  not  receive  us  as  brethren  —  that  our  country  is  but  the  home 
of  the  wicked  and  the  worthless,  where  vice  is  pestilential  and  virtue 
laughed  to  scorn ;  and  yet  like  the  spanial  that  licks  the  hacLd  that 
assails  him,  we  continue  knocking  for  admission  at  the  door  from 
which  we  are  abruptly  ordered  with  indignity  and  insult. 

As  conclusive  as  these  reasons  are,  they  do  not  constitute  the  only 
objections  to  a  further  prosecution  of  the  proposition  for  annexation 
on  the  part  of  this  Republic.  When  the  overture  was  made  by  our 
Minister  at  Washington  City  to  the  American  government,  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  under  the  instructions  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  declined  in  the  most  prompt  and  decisive  manner  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  annexation  imtH  our  Independence  should  be 
acknowledged  by  Mexico,  lest  it  might  involve  them  in  a  war  with 
that  government.  Our  Minister  with  that  manly  spirit  of  independ- 
ence which  became  the  representative  of  a  free  people,  declined  to 
press  the  negociation  farther;  and  it  sems  to  me  that  we  can  not, 
with  any  shew  of  national  pride  or  dignity  of  character,  renew  the 
negociation,  whilst  smarting  under  the  rebuff  of  the  American  Presi- 
dent. It  will  also  be  perceived  by  a  reference  to  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  Foreign  Relations  adopted  by  our  own  Congress  in  the 
fall  of  1836,  that  it  was  not  contemplated  to  press  the  measure  of 
annexation,  after  the  fourth  of  March  1837.  If  the  American  Govt. 
was  not  disposed  to  receive  us  in  the  Federal  Union  by  that  date,  the 
President  of  Texas,  was  authorized  to  send  ministers  to  Great  Britan 
and  France  to  claim  the  recognition  of  our  Independence  and  to 
enter  into  such  commercial  treaties  as  would  best  comport  with  the 
interests  and  safety  of  the  Republic.  In  furtherence  of  this  policy 
a  Minister  has  been  dispatched  for  some  months  to  the  Court  of  St 
James  under  the  authority  of  the  Congress  to  carry  out  the  views 
suggested  by  that  committee.  Thus  we  behold  two  conflicting  nego- 
ciations  going  on  at  the  same  moment.  Whilst  weare  courting  an 
acknowlegmt.of  our  independence  from  one^TOtfoST^e  are^sgeking 
to-i:hrow  ourselves  into  the  arms  of  another.  Still  there  aretEbse 
who  perceive  in  this  conduct  nothing  repceh^nsible ;  nothing  detri- 
mental to  our  own  character  or  insulting  to  the  dignity  others. 
Under  these  circumstances  what  hope  can  we  have  that  our  mission 
to  Great  Britian  will  prove  successful?  And  if  contrary  to  all  rea- 
sonable expectation  favorable  Foreign  relations  with  her  should  he 
established,  would  it  not  be  a  gross  insult  to  that  power,  and  a  mani- 
fest violation  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  this  Republic  to  discard 
the  friendship  and  reject  the  stipulations,  uniting  with  another 
govemmt. 

I  have  never  doubted  that  it  was  the  policy  of  Great  Britian,  both 
in  a  commercial  &  political  point  of  view,  to  acknowledge  our  Inde* 
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pendence  &  to  establish  the  most  favorable  intercourse  between  the 
two  governmts;  and  however  dilatory  her  movements  may  appear 
to  be,  they  will  not  be  found  to  prrow  out  of  any  opposition  to  the 
establishmt  of  the  Independent  Republic  of  Texas,  but  to  proceed 
from  considiratins  of  policy  relative  to  annexation  —  its  probable 
influence  upon  the  safety  of  her  West  India  Colonies  and  the  preser- 
vation of  her  naval  depot  commandig  the  entrance  into  the  giilph  of 
Mexico.  These  are  important  suggestions  for  that  Govt,  not  likely 
to  elude  the  jealous  vigilance  of  the  ministers  of  a  great  commercial 
Empire. 

we  are  simultaneously  soliciting  emalgemation  with  one  government 
and  courting  from  another  an  acknowledgment  of  our  Independance. 

[Endorsed  in  pencil] 
Annexation 
Speech 

No.  915 

1838  Dec.  10,  J.  BURDGESS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Houston,  Deer.  10th.  1838 
Sir 

I  respectfully  request  your  views  in  relation  to  the  project  of 
introducing  two  thousand  families,  into  this  Republick  from  Scotland, 
in  conformity  to  the  plan  expressed  in  the  accompanying  document^' 
which  will  Confer  a  signal  favour  on  your  friend  and  humble  Servant 

John  Burdge[ss] 
His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar 

[President]  of  the  Republick  [of  Texas] 

[Endorsed] 
John    [Burdgess] 
[Hou]ston  Dec.  10  1838 
Application  &c 

No.  916 

[1838  Dec,  10],  J.  BURDGESS.     PROJECT  FOR  THE  INTRO- 
DUCTION OP  TWO   THOUSAND   FAMILIES 
INTO  TEXAS 

Project  for  the  Introduction  of  2,000  families  into  the  Republick  of 
Texas,  The  subscriber —  having  spent, 

the  last  twelve  years,  in  Canada,  the  United  States  and  Texas,  for 
information  and  amusement,  during  which  time,  he  conceives  he  has 
made  many  valuable  disco\'eries,  the  benefits  of  which,  he  wishes  to 
offer,  to  his  adopted  Country,  and  his  friends  in  Europe,  finding  this 
delightful  country  entirely  destitute  of  Improvement,  and  internal 
resources,  as  regards    manufacturing     establishments —    The     Sub- 

"No.  916. 
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scriber  proposes  to  bring  2.000.  families  from  the  Highlands  and  Low 
lands  of  Scotland,  to  consist  of  farmers,  fishermen,  and  miners  of  gold 
and  silver,  copper  and  lead,  stone  coal  and  Iron  ore,  smelting  and 
purifying  the  same  also  cotton  and  Cloth  manufactures,  the  Govern- 
ment giving  to  families  one  mile  square  in  the  open  prairie,  and  one 
half  the  quantity  to  single  men,  also  in  the  open  prairie,  with  the 
privilege  of  becoming  farmers  or  following  their  own  trades,  the  sub- 
scriber pledges  himself  that  said  families,  shall  come  well  recom- 
mended, and  shall  be  people  that  fear  God  only — The  subscriber 
would  ask  nothing  for  himself,  but  the  benefit  of  the  Contracts  which 
he  might  make  with  said  families  in  Europe,  said  Contracts  to  be 
recognized,  and  Garunteed  by  the  Government,  upon  the  arrivaJ  of 
the  emigrants  into  the  Country  provided  that  the  Subscriber  shall  not 
bargain  or  contract  for  more  than  the  above  quantity  of  land,  said 
Emigrants  to  be  permitted  to  bring  with  them  their  machines,  and 
farming  utensils  and  as  many  of  their  different  breeds  of  horess 
cattle  and  sheep  free  of  duty,  and  the  vessels  that  may  be  chartered 
Ijy  said  emigrants,  for  the  above  purposes,  or  those  that  may  be 
chartered  by  a  company  for  the  purposes,  aforesaid,  to  enter  the  ports 
of  Texas  free  of  tonage  and  all  other  duties  or  expences  whatsoever 
The  subscriber  to  have  the  privilege  of  selecting  said  prairie  lands, 
on  any  vacant  land  unappropriated  on  his  arrival  with  said  families, 
which  will  be  once  per  year,  for  ten  years  successively  The  sub- 
scriber believes,  that  this  would  afford  us  every  thing,  that  the  country 
requires  or  may  want  within  itself,  and  would  not  interfere  with  any 
thing  now  in  operation,  the  same  bounty  that  is  given  in  England, 
can  be  given  here ;  that  is  to  say  to  whale  fishers  one  hundred  pound 
sterling  per  boat,  each  ship  carrying  ten,  the  ships  insured  gives  the 
owners  a  safe  trade;  to  fishermen  per  barrel  four  shillings  sterling: 
and  salt  free  of  duty,  the  subscriber  believes  that  great  good  to  the 
Country  might  be  derived,  by  gi'anting  a  charter  of  this  kind  should 
any  person  apply,  other  than  the  subscriber,  more  competent,  he  with 
pleasure  would  withdraw,  these  suggestions  we  respectfully  made  from 
motives   of  patriotism   & 

John  Burdgess 
[rubric] 

[Endorsed] 

Project  of  John  Burgess 
for  the  introduction  of  2000  families — 

No.  917 

1838  Dec,  10,  V.  BENNET  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Pine  Point  Dec.  10th  1838 
To 

His  Excellency 
Mirabeau  B  Lamar 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 

Sir,  I  have  received  an  order  from  Mr.  Wm 
G  Cooke,  Qr  Master  General,  to  proceed  to  Bexer  with  the  troop* 
commanded  by  Col.  L.  "Wells,  to  provide  for  them,  I  was  not  furnished 
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with  any  money,  but  ordered  to  draw  on  this  Dptmt.    I  find  however 
that  people  are  quite  unwilling  to  part  with  their  provision  unless 
they  get  the  money  in  hand  I  wish,  Sir,  if  it  meet  your  approbation, 
you  would  forward  on  some  money  to  me  for  that  purpose  through 
the  Qr  Mast.  Genl.  to  whom  I  have  written  on  that  subject, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Respect 
Your  Obt.  Servant 
V.  Bennet 

Qr  Master 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed] 

To  His  Excellency  —  Burnet —  act 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar  Qr.  Master 

President  of  the  Orders  of  Col  Cooke 

Republic  of  Texas  Qr  Master  &c 

Dec.  10 1838 

Executive  Dpt 
Doct  A 
For  the  House  of  Representatives 

No.  918 

1838  Dec,  12,  HL  T[HOMPSON]  TO  V.  BENNET,  [PINE  POINT] 

Executive   Department 
City   of  Houston  Deer   12th   1838. 
Qr  Master  V  Bennet. 

Detachment  under   Col   Wells   for  the  Western   Frontier — 
Sir 

I  am  instructed  to  say  in  reply  to  your  communica- 
tion^®  of  the  10th  Inst  to  this  department —  that  this  will  be  your 
authority  to  show  that  the  Drafts  of  the  Qr  Master  (yourself)  will 
be  honored. 

There  is  no  money  within  the  control  of  the  Executive  at  this 
time  but  the  appo.  of  Congress  for  the  protection  of  the  Western 
Frontier  of  this  Republic  will  be  in  a  few  days  subject  to  the  order 
of  this  Department 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  & 
Your  ob  st 

H  T 
Br  Gen 

[Endorsed] 

Copy  of  Instructions  to  qr.  Master  Bennet  Dec  10  1838 
Official 

"No.  917. 
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No.  919 
1838  Dec.  12-18,  [H.  THOMPSON,  HOUSTON].  ACCOUNTS 

Dec  12th  1838  M  B  L   $5.00 

cash  paid  for  two 

Inkstands  &  Ink.  . 3.50 

To  be  paid  cheque 

for  slates [?]  $200) 

Wood 200J ; 4.00 

Bill  of  window 

Tin  &  Glass  & 8.50 

18th  Drayage 1.00 

Tacts  for  carpet 1.00 

Jug  Blk  Ink 3.00 

Cash  to  Long 20.00 

**     . 30.— 

Gate 2.00 

Sand  fixing 10.00 

Draige. 1.00 

Toles  &  Ed     ] 
50   each         \     pd. .  •  • . . 

10  days  sum  J 

per  Gen/Paid  Scanldn 7.50 

Paid  Clay 
for  Scrapers 20.00 


$116.50 
2  loads  wood  reed @  4$ 8.00 

No.  920 

W38  Dec.  13,  A.  H.  CHAPPELL,  JACKSON,  BUTTS  COUNTY, 

GEORGIA,  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  Henry  S.  Mays,  and  requesting  Lamar's  aid  in  eflforts 
to  secure  land  due  the  estate  of  his  brother,  the  late  Samuel  A.  I. 
Mays,  of  the  Georgia  Battalion,  a  Goliad  victim.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  921 

1838  Dec,  13  WflLLIAlM  C.  DAWSON,  WASHINGTON,  [D.  C.]r 
TO  M[IRABEAU]  BfUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  M.  C.  Stanley.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 
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No.  922 

1838  Dec.  13  GEORGE  S-  STRATTON,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Applying  for  appointment  as  comptroller.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  923 

1838  Dec,  13,  J.  D.  McLEOD,  [HOUSTON],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON] 

Senate  Chamber 
13th  Deer  1838 
To  His  Excellency 

The  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 

Sir, 
I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Hon 
the  Senate  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Senate  have  confirmed 
the  appointments  of 

Barnard  E  Bee,  Sec  of  State 

Algernon  J  Johnson  Sec  of  War 

Mermican  [Memucan]  Hunt  Sec  of  the  Navy 
John  C.  Watrous  Attorney  Genl. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Obedient  Servant 
Jno.  D  McLeod 

Secy  of  the  Senate 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  Confirmation  of  the  Sec.  of  Navy 

His  Excellency  and  Attorney  General 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Dec.  13.  1838 

Senate  Confirm 
Secretarys 

No.  924 

1838  Dec.  14,  S.  H.  EVERITT,   [HOUSTON],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON] 

Senate  Chamber  Deer  14,  1838 
Strictly  Confidential 
Dear  General 

perhaps  this  may  be  an  improper  mode  of  addressing 

you,  but  my  feelings  have  been  hurt  and  that  must  be  my  excuse. 

You  cannot  doubt  my   anxiety   and   disposition   to   sustain   your 

every  wish —  You  cannot  doubt  that  I   am  equally  anxious  that 

your  name  should  be  kept  free  from  the  charge  of  ingratitude,  or  a 
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want  of  feeling,  for  those  who  have  ruined  themselves  for  the  b^^' 
fit  of  our  country. 

The  remarks  you  made  to  me  last  evening  on  the  subject  of  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Bryan,  have  created,  a  feeling,  with  [in]  my 
bosom  that  has  not  been  felt  for  Year[s.] 

General  I  cannot  realize  the  Expression  that  a  man  who  "has, 
Ruined  himself  in  the  cause  [of]  the  country,  that  after  having 
prostrated  his  Brighest  and  most  Brilliant  hopes,  to  save  us,  when 
when  [sic]  no  other  hand  would  try  to  save  that  such  a  man  must 
be  thrust  aside  to  give  place  to  one  who  has  stood  coldly  looking  ^^ 
with  his  arms  folded,  regardless  of  our  success  or  failure — 

The  man  You  propose  to  fill  the  place  with  may  be  a  better  looki^ 
man,  he  may  rank  higher  in  the  political  circles  of  the  country 
which  he  resides,  but  whether  he  will  be  a  more  eflScient  officer  10  ^ 
matter  of  great  doubt  with  me    he  may  possibly  accept  the  appoii7^- 
ment  if  you  confer  it  simply  because  of  the  honor  it  will  confer, 
and  after  having  accepted  it  may  neglect  or  attend  to  his  duties  as 
others  have  done  before,  he  is  not  entitled  to  the  honor,  there  is 
no  man  in  new  Orleans  who  base  greater  claims  or  greater  capacity 
for  the  station  than  Mr  Bryan  whose  worth,  whose  services  and 
devotion,  ay  Ruinous  devotion  to  our  country  are  undoubted  Evi- 
dences that  we  can  safely  trust  the  appointment  in  his  hands,    there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  he  will  discharge  his  duties  faithfully  and  I 
doubt  not  but  he  will  take  pride  in  advancing  our  interest 

My  feelings  have  been  warmly  enlisted  for  him.  and  I  assure  You 
it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  see  him  nominated,  and  in 
asking  the  nomination  I  do  it  with  the  firm  belief  that  it  will  reflect 
more  credit,  on  you  than  if  you  were  to  nominate  any  other  man, 
it  will  be  an  assureance  to  our  friends  that  modest  worth  does  not 
go  unrewarded.  My  hopes,  wishes  or  desires  in  this  matter  may 
have  no  influence  with  you  I  have  given  then  to  you  with  the 
sincerity  of  a  friend  and  in  the  Event  of  a  Refusal  on  Your  part 
to  make  the  nomination,  I  shall  Expect  in  your  usual  frank  man- 
ner that  you  give  me  better  Reasons  for  the  Refusal  than  I  have 
Yet  heard — 

With  these  remarks  I  close,  nor  will  I  trouble  you  with  personal 
solicitations  on  the  subject 

Cordially  Your  fri[end] 
S.  H.  Everitt 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar  S.  H  Everett 
and  for  his  personal  perusal        Deer  14.  1838 
only,  being  confidential 
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No.  925 

1838  Dee.  14,  0.  P.  McCARTY,  HOUSTON,    [TEXAS],  TO 

MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  the  position  o£  private  secretary,    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  926 

1838  Dec.  15,  A[SAJ   BRIGHAM,  TREASURER'S  OFFICE, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONA- 

PARTE]  LAMAR,   [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Congratulations  upon  accession  to  the  presidency  and  the  choice 
of  a  cabinet;  his  own  ofSbe  ready  for  inspection.    N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  927 

1838  Dec.  15,  GE0[RGE1  W.  LIVELY,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[U0NAPARTE1   LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Application  for  appointment  as  consul  at  New  Orleans.  A.  L.  S. 
3  p. 

No.  928 

1838  Dec.  15,  NORMAN,  STEEL  &  CO.,  NEW  ORLEANS, 

[LOUISIANA],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPABTE] 

LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Presenting  a  knife  with  the  "Star  of  Texas  upon  one  of  its  blades 
with  the  words  'Texas  Congress  Knife'.  .  .  .  similar  to  the  one 
now  used  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States."    L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  929 

1838  Dec.  17,  A[NTHONY]  BUTLER,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 
[ALBERT  SIDNEY]  JOHNSTON,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Enclosing  a  letter  from  McClellan  to  Lamar  withdrawing  his 
candidacy  for  the  colleetorship  of  Matagorda;  McClellan 's  personal 
expression  to  Lamar  in  favor  of  Thomas  Marshall  Duke.  A.  L.  S.  1  p. 

No.  930 

1838  Dec.  17,  M.  BAKER,  B.  F.  SMITH  AND  OTHERS  TO 
M.  B.  LAMAR 

To  his  excellency  M.  B.  Lamar,  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 
The  undersigned  have  learned  with  deep  regret,  that  efforts  are 
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being  made  to  cause  the  removal  of  Thos  Toby  of  New  Orleans,  from 
the  oflSce  of  consul,  with  a  view  to  procure  the  appointment  of 
another  individual  in  his  stead. 

They  are  unwilling  to  draw  any  invidious  distinctions,  between  Mr 
Toby,  and  any  other  gentleman  who  may  be  an  applicant  for  the 
oflSce,  but  common  justice  impels  us  to  avow  that  we  conceive  that 
no  man  has  stronger  claims  upon  the  government,  than  the  present 
incumbent. 

In  the  darkest  hour  of  peril,  and  doubt,  Thos  Toby,  was  the  first 
to  step  forward  in  the  aid  of  our  cause,  and  by  his  liberality  and 
energy,  contributed  in  a  most  eminent  measure,  to  the  relief  of  our 
Suffering  country. 

To  remove  him  we  conceive,  could  produce,  no  possible  beneficial 
results,  and  might  establish  the  charge  which  has  been  already 
alledged,  that  Texas  is  capable  of  ingratitude 

We  therefore  respectfully  solicit  your  excellency,  that  Thos  Toby 
may  not  be  removed  from  the  said  office  of  consul,  believing  as  we 
do,  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  him,  and  injury  to  Texas. 

Houston  17th  Deer  1838. 
Moseley  Baker  B  F., Smith 

Hugh  B  Johnston  C.  Van  Ness 

[rubric]  [rubric] 

A  Somerville  Richd  Roman 

[rubric]  J.  W.  Bunton 

Oliver  Jones  Timo  Swift 

0.  L.  Holmes'  Isaac  Campbell 

John  J.  Linn  E.  W.  Cullen 

Thos  Barnett.  H  Kendall 

[rubric]  Wm  H  Jack. 

Edw  Burleson  Rbt.  Wilson 

[rubric]  [rubric] 

Jno  Caldwell  John  N.  Seguin 

William  Menefee  [rubric] 

Jas.  Shaw  A.  C.  Allen 

James  Kerr  [rubric] 

[rubric] 

[Endorsed] 

Petition  in  favor  of  Thomas  Toby 
Dec.  17.  1838 

No.  931 

1838  Dec,   17,   GREENLIEF   FISK,   REPRESENTATIVE  HALL, 

HOUSTON,   [TEXAS],  TO   [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Indorsing  Captain  V.  R.  Palmer  for  a  commission  in  the  regular 
army  to  be  raised  for  the  frontier.    A.  N.  S.    Ip. 
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No.  932 

1838  Dec.   17,  EDW[AR]D  BURLESON,   HOUSTON,    [TEXAS], 
TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Indorsing  Capt.  V.  R.  Palmer  for  a  captaincy  in  the  regular  army 
to  be  raised  for  the  frontier  and  stationed  at  or  near  San  Marcos. 
A.  N.  S.    Ip. 

No.  933 

1838  Dec.  17,  J.  W.  MOSELEY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,   [HOUSTON] 

Auditors  OflSce 
Houston  17th  dec  1838 
To  his  Excellency 

•  M.  B.  Lamar 

In  the  spring  of  1837  Colonel  William  P. 
Miller  filed  his  accounts  and  vouchers  in  this  department  for  Liqui- 
dation the  sum  being  above  $4000.  the  auditor  could  not  take 
jurisdiction  and  refered  them  to  his  Excellency  Sam  Houston  who 
deposited  them  with  the  auditor  for  safe  keeping  I  now  consider  them 
under  the  Control!  of  his  successor  Your  Excellency  will  therefore 
give  such  directions  as  he  may  deem  expedient 

I  have  the  Honor  to 
remain  your  obedient 
Servant 

J.  W.  Moseley 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  First  Auditor 

M.  B.  Lamar  Dec  17.  1838. 

Col,  Miller  Is  Auditor — 

Col  Miller 

No.  934 

1838  Dec.  17,  ANT  [ONI]  0  CAN  ALES,  REYNOSA,  [MEXICO],  TO 
[MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS] ^^ 

The  progress  and  prospects  of  the  revolution  of  the  Northern  villas 
in  favor  of  the  Federal  System ;  a  request  for  the  apprehension  of 
traders  bringing  horses  and  mules  without  a  passport  signed  by 
CanaJes  or  his  deputy.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

In  Spanish;  indorsed:    *'Lic  Vic  Canaliso  Reynosa  Mexico.  ..." 

"Printed  in  Garrison,  G.  P..  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the  Republic 
of  Texas,  II,  430.  The  source  cited  is  the  ''Records  of  the  Department  ot 
"State,  Book  49,  p.  199-200,"  with  the  foUowlng  note  "whether  the  original 
was  in  Spanish  or  English  does  not  appear." 
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No.  935 

1838  Dec,  18,  KOLLOCK  II.  GREEN,  MACON,  GEORGIA,  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTB]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS 

Requesting  advice  regarding  the  advisability  of  coming  to  Texas 
to  begin  the  practice  of  medicine.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  936 

1838  Dec.  19,  A.  BRIGHAM  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Treasurer's  Office 
Houston  Dec  19. 1838 
His  Excellency 

the  President 

Respected  Sir, 

Major  F.  S  Gray  as  administrator, 
deposited  in  this  office  on  the  23rd  of  Jan  last,  twenty-five  drafts  to 
the  amt  of  $698.59/100  dollars  to  be  discharged : —  and  as  your  pre- 
decessor forbid  the  payment  (a  copy  of  the  order  is  herewith 
annexed)  I  have  thought  proper,  as  the  admtr  has  again  requested 
payment,  to  address  the  same  Dept  from  which  it  emanated —  to  be 
informed  if  it  is  your  pleasure  to  revoke  this  injunction,  and  liquidate 
said  drafts  as  soon  as  practicable —  or  the  Treasurer  still  be  actuated 
by  the  above  mentioned  order. 

I  am  averse  to  troubling  the  Executive  on  such  comparatively 
insignificent  matters,  but  hope  my  reasons  are  sufficient,  and  solicit 
your  indulgence.  The  above  drafts  belong  to  the  succession  of 
deceased  soldiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  Obt  Servt 

A.  Brigham 
Treasurer 
[rubric] 
(turn  over) 

(Copy) 

Executive  Department 
City  of  Houston  23  Feb  1838 
The  Treasurer  [o]f  the  Republic  of  Texas  is  required  not  to  pay,  any 
of  the  Military  claims  of  F.  S.  Gray,  filed  in  his  office  on  the  23rd  of 
January  as  administrator  and  will  retain  the  script,  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  Executive 
(Signed)  Sam  Houston 

[rubric] 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy 

N.  B.  Howe 
Chief  Clerk, 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  A.  Brigham  Treasurer 

M.  B.  Lamar  S.  F.  Gray  as  administrator  &  ExExecu- 
Present  tive  [.icrordei^^^ 
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No.  937 

1838  Dec.  20,  C[ORNELIUS]  VAN  NESS  AND  J[OSE]  A. 

NAVARRO,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  M[IRA. 

BEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Endorsing  William  H.  Daingerfield,  of  San  Antonio,  for  notary 
public  of  Bexar  County.    L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  938 

1838  Dec.  20,  JO[H]N  W.  LANE,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA], 

TO    M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  Dowing  Crisp,  late  of  London.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  939 

1838  Dec.  20,  P.  D.  GRAY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR" 


Houston  Deer  20th  1838 
D  Sir, 

Some  months  since,  I  placed  in  the  treasury  several  drafts  drawn 
in  my  favor  as  Admr.  which  Genl  Houston  interdicted  the  payment 
of  (the  terms  of  the  interdict  I  know  not)  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  Admn  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  treasurer  on  that  subject, 
He  replied  that  he  had  submitted  that  matter  to  your  consideration, 
should  the  Executive  order  require  any  explination  I  would  be  pleased 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so 

Genl  M.  B.  Lamar  )  I  am  most 

Respectfully 
Yours  & 

F.  S.  Gray 


[Addressed] 

Genl  M.  B.  Lamar, 
Houston 

By  ) 

Judge  West  J 

"Cf.  no.  933. 


[Endorsed] 

Dec.  20.  /38 
P.  S.  Gray 
in  regard  to  Drafts  depd  in  Treasurers 
Office 


22— Library. 
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No;  940 

JS38  Ded.  20,  G;.  WC  HOCKI^EY,  [HOUSTON],  TO 
._:     A.  S.  JOHNSTON,  [HOUSTON] 2* 


v-:       :  -:  :  .i  Ordnance  Department 

20th  December  1838 
To 

The  Honourable  A.  Sidney  Johnson 
Secretary  of  War 
•     -^'  .  Sir 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  part  cf  my  report 
as  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  Ordnance  Department. —  it 
embraces  the  facts  then  existing —  but  not  the  requisitions  subse- 
quently developed. — 

The  recent  diversity  of  weather  and  heavy  rains  has  shown  that  the 
buildings  now  occupied  by  the  workmen,  at  the  armory,  will  require 
repairs  for  the  preservations  of  the  public  property,  and  their  health— 
in  addition  to  which  a  Magazine  and  proving  shop  is  indespensable.— 
the  addition  of  horse  power  also  to  the  machinery,  now  propelled  by 
hand,  will  be  required  both  for  celerity  of  execution  and  economy  to 
the  Government. — 

Various  other  reasons  could  be  adduced  to  show  the  necessity  for 
the  appropriation  called  for ;  but  they  are  not  by  me  deemed  neces- 
sary to  one  of  Your  military  experience. — 

I  will  only  add  that  the  former  appropriation,  is  intirely  expended, 
zs  already  accounted  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
very'  respectfully 

Your  obt  Sevrt 
'  Geo.  W.  Hockley 

Col  of  Ordnance 


lEndorsed] 
Copy  of  a  Letter 
To  the  Hon  Secretary 
of  War  — 

Dated  20th  Decbr  1838 
referred  to  in. the  ordnance  report 


"This  report  was  printed  in  the  House  Journal,  p.  11,  third  Congress 
regular  session  of  Nov.  5,  1838. 
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'•  .      ..  -No. .941-   .  ..••.-• 

1838  Dec,  20y  C.  C.  SEEKING,  [SOUTH  CAJIOLINA],  TO  M.  B. 
LAMAR,  [HOUiSTON] 

Charleston,  December  20.  1838, ' 
Genl  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar,    ;  ; 
Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  a  couple  of  newspapers,  containing 
an  article  on  City  Interments.  This  iQay  be  a  subject  worthy  of  th^ 
consideration  of  the  Legislators  of  Texas. — Situated  in  a  more  south- 
ern latitude,  the  objections  alleged  against  this  practise,  if  well 
founded,  have  an  increased  force  in  the  range  of  her  extensive  limits. 
If  we  judge  from  the  rage  prevalent  for  founding  cities  in  our 
country,  as  well  as  her  natural  advantages,  she  will,  at  no  distant  day, 
be  very  poulous;  and  an  early  attention  to  the  subject  treated  of  in 
this  essay,  may  prevent  a  deal  of  calamity  to  future  generations. 
Would  it  not  be  well,  in  granting  charters  of  incorporatiqn  to  new 
cities,  to  introduce  a  clause  providing  for  interments  beyond  the  city 
limits?  This  is  a  subject  that  may  appear  of  little  importance  to  ' 
short-sighted  persons,  when  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  present 
sparce  population  of  our  country.  Bvit  Texas  is  in  her  incipient  stale, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  her  Legislators,  in  making  laws  for  the 
Government  of  the  community  at  large,  should  not  provide  for  the 
welfare  of  posterity,  as  well  as  the  present  generation,  especially  when 
it  can  be  done  without  expense  or  inconvenience  to  the  latter.  Some 
of  our  young  and  thriving  cities  contain  already  in  their  very  centre, 
places  set  apart  for  sepulture,  and  in  that  of  our  gallant  friend  the 
King  of  Richmond,  an  interment  has  been  made  within  eyeshot  <>f  its 
citizens.  Houston  presents  another  example.  Though  the  cemetery 
is  somewhat  removed  from  the  present  population,  yet  I  was  particu- 
larly struck,  when  last  in  that  place,  at  the  crowded  and  unsightly 
manner  in  which  interments  are  there  made.  We  have  a  better  opportu- 
nity, perhaps,  than  any  other  state  ever  enjoyed,  of  availing  ourselves 
of  the  united  advantages  of  the  experience  of  past  ages  and  the  improve- 
ments of  modern  times,  in  almost  every  relation  of  society,  and  I  trust 
we  shall  not  be  slow  in  profiting  by  them.  If  you  should  coincide  with 
the  views  of  the  writer  of  the  above-mentioned  article,  would  it  not 
be  Well  to.  hand  it  to  the  editor  of  the  Telegraph  for  publication  ?  It 
misrht  serve  as  well  as  another  to  fill  some  of  its  columns,  after  the 
adjournment  of  Congress. 

I  am  happy  to  perceive  that  the  excitement  which  recently  pre- 
vailed in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nacogdoches,  respecting  the  intentions 
of  the  Indians  and  the  handful  of  Mexicans  in  that  vicinity,  is 
rapidly  subsiding:  So  long  as  we  give  currency  to  alarms  and  dan- 
gers, from  whatever  cause  arising,  we  retard  the  progress  of  Texas. 
We  by  these  means  may  obtain  the  sympathy  and  pity  of  our  neisrh- 
bours,  which  is  nearly  allied  to  contempt ;  but  we  will  never  establish 
confidence  in  our  institutions.  Adventurers  of  a  class  who  find  their 
best  interests  served  in  a  state  of  turmoil  and  confusion,  may  be  in- 
duced to  come  among  us,  as  the  scent  of  carrion  is  said  to  draw  the 
tnlture ;  but  we  can  very  well  dispense  with  the  services  of  this  class. 
Texas  stands  in  need  of  capital,  talent  and  industry ;  and  we  cannot 
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reasonably  expect  emigrants  possessing  these  qualifications  to  settle 
with  us,  whilst  the  tocsin  of  war  is  continually  resounded  in  their  ears. 
Let  us  rather  convince  the  world  that  peace  and  security  are  to  be 
found  within  our  borders,  and  the  fertility  of  our  soil,  as  well  at  the 
advantages  of  commerce,  will  soon  attract  people  of  the  right  sort. 

ITie  subject  of  free  banking  institutions,  upon  the  principle  recently 
adopted  in  New  York,  and  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  advocating  to 
in  a  former  letter,  seems  to  be  gaining  ground  in  this  country.  It 
has  been  instroduced  into  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  and  a  bill  to 
that  effect  has  passed  one  of  its  branches  by  a  respectable  majority. 

I  regret  to  learn  from  a  recent  letter,  that  my  good  friend  CoL 
Handy  is  confined  to  a  sick  bed.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  coun- 
try should  be  deprived  for  a  moment  of  the  service  of  so  enterprising 
a  citizen.  I  sincerely  hope,  before  this  reaches  you,  he  will  be  again 
restored  to  health  and  usefulness.  It  is  from  the  united  influence  of 
wise  heads  an[d]  active  spirits  that  the  prosperity  of  Texas  must  be 
derived.  Set  these  once  in  motion,  and  it  will  flow  onward  and 
onward,  until  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  alone  will 
circumscribe  its  limits. 

When  I  had  last  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  my  dear  Sir,  you  gave 
me  your  permission  to  write  to  you  from  this  country.    If  I  have 
trespassed  too  much  on  your  patience,  you  must  attribute  it  to  your 
own  good  nature,  rather  than  to  my  presumption. 
With  respect  and  esteem, 
I  am,  dr.  Sr.  your  most  obt.  himib.  Sevt 
C.  C.  Sebring. 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar,  C  C  Sebring — 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Charleston,  20  Dec  1838 

Texas. 

]    C.  C.  S. 
Via  New  Orleans  > 


No.  942 

1838  Dec,  20,  J.  SHAW  AND  G.  W.  HILL  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON] 

Houston  Deer.  20th.  1838. 
To 
His  Excellency 

The  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas, 

Sir  presuming 
that  there  will  be  two  companies  of  the  Troops  provided  for  in  an 
Act  passed  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  for  the  protection 
of  the  Frontier,  placed  on  or  near  the  Brazos  river,  one  to  operate 
on  the  East  of  sd  River  in  Robertson  County,  and  one  west  of  the 
same  in  Milam  County. — &  we  being  the  immediate  Representatives 
of  the  Citizens  of  sd  Counties,  without  wishing  to  interfere  with  any 
nominations  you  may  wish  to  make,  would  beg  leave  to  recommend 
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to  your  favorable  consideration  the  following  named  gentlemen  as 
officers  of  said  comps 

Viz :  For  Comp.  Bast  Brazos — 
P\)r  Capt.  William  Love      ] 
''    1st  Left:— A.  Gholson  \ 
"    2nd  Do  Sherrod    J 

For  Comp  west  of  Brazos. 
For  Capt.  Lee  Davis — 
*'    1st  Left:—  Charles  Curtis 
2nd  Do—  W.  L.  Murray 

Jas.  Shaw 

H.  R.  Milam  Co 

G.  W.  Hill 

[rubric] 

H    Rr- 

R 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  Petition  of  Wm  Love  and  others  for 

His  Excellency  Companies  East  of  Brazos 

u¥.  B.  Lamar 

No.  943 

1838  Dec.  20,  H.  McLEOD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

25  miles  West  of  Clarksville 
December  20th  1838 
Dear  General 

On  our  route  up  here  from  below,  riding  in  the  night, 
my  horse  started  suddenly,  and  ruptured  me  severely —  I  have  been 
at  this  place,  on  that  account  for  nearly  three  weeks —  Genl  Rusk 
went  on,  &  joined  the  Army,  (about  450  strong)  on  the  head  of 
the  Elm  fork  of  Trinity,  about  80  miles  above  where  the  Indians 
are  said  to  be —  Since  then  I  have  not  heard  from  him.  From  the 
depradations  of  small  parties  of  Indians  lately,  on  the  settlements 
above  here,  I  fear  the  Indians  have  ascertained  his  strength,  and 
broken  into  squads  to  commit  mischeif,  declining  a  general  engage- 
ment — The  campaign  however,  even  should  that  be  the  case,  will 
effect  a  great  deal,  by  showing  the  Indians  that  they  can  be  followed 
anywhere —  &  I  think  Genl  Rusk  intends  establishing  all  the  three 
month's  men,  in  secure  garrison,  at  or  near  the  three  forks —  I  hope 
Genl  Rusk  has  moved  in  mass  as  directed,  &  not  in  detachment,  as 
the  last  Telegraph  reed  here,  would  seem  to  indicate  — A  company 
of  volunteers  passed  here,  several  days  since  under  Judge  Tarrant; 
the  Cheif-Justice  of  the  County,  and  a  brave  and  patriotic  man, 
unable  to  travel  at  that  time,  I  ordered  him  to  halt  on  the  extreme 
frontier,  where  the  late  murders  were  committed,  &  send  me  two  men — 
They  reached  me  last  night,  and  I  am  starting  now —  We  have  a  good 
pilot,  plenty  of  provisions,  &  stout  hearts,  —  The  weather  is  bitterly 
cold,  and  our  force  is  too  small  (30)  to  camp  with  fires —  So  we  must 
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watch  the  moon  and  -'ken  our  horn*' — resting  in  the  day —  If  we  are 
not  in  time  for  the  main  battle,  we  may  pick  up  a  **  chunk  of  a 
fight''  with  a  straggling  party  — 

If  this  reaches  you  by  the  8th  or  10th  of  Jany,  will  you  be  kind 
enough  to  send  me  at  Nacogdoches  $300  of  my  pay —  I  owe  it,  for 
my  summer's  expenses —  by  some  safe  hand — 

Your  friend 
H  McLeod 

[Written  in  margin  of  first  page  of  document] 

I  can  scarcely  regret  the  death  of  the  murdered  men,  they  were 
killed  by  only  an  equal  number,  and  never  fired  a  gun —  Every  body 
above  here  is  fated — 

[Written  on  back  of  document] 

You  see  by  the  address  of  this  letter,  I  have  not  forgotten  late 
events —  Yrs    H 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Clarksville  Jan  12th            50  H  McLeod 

His  Excellency  Nacogdoches  20  Dec  38 

Genl  Mirabeau.  B.  Lamar  Reed  21  Feb  1839 

President  Rep  of  Texas  

ICity  of  Houston 
Texas 

No.  944 

1838  Dec.  21,  T.  TAYLOR  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Philadelphia  Deer  21.  1838 
His  Excellency  M.  B  Lamar  Esqr 

Sir,  From  Ignorance  of  the  proper 
Functionary,  and  at  the  same  time  knowing  that  your  Excellency  feels 
a  deep  solicitude  in  attending  to  any  thing,  that  will  advance  the 
intrest  of  your  young  and  rising  Republic.  I  therefore  feel  the 
less  diffidence  in  troubling  you  with  this  communication.  I  have  a 
newly  invented  machine  for  making  Brick  which  has  cost  me  con- 
siderable in  money  and  time,  and  as  yet  reapt  no  advantage  from 
it,  it  being  finished,  and  the  patent  secured.  It  is  a  Very  valuable 
improvement  in  many  respects,  and  particularly  so  for  a  new  coun- 
try. As  it  will  with  about  a  2  Horse  power  save  the  daily  labour 
of  about  thirty  hands  and  make  a  Vastly  superior  article,  both  as 
it  regards  beauty  and  durabily,  by  being  pressed  solid,  and  the 
surface  as  if  polished.  My  object  in  troubling  your  Excellency 
is  to  learn,  throng [h]  the  legitimate  channel,  what  Encouragement 
I  would  meet  with.  If  I  would  introduce  it  into  Texas.  I  am  Old 
with  a  large  family  and  slender  means  and  could  not  afford  any 
risk,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  improvement  would  be  a  matter  of 
very  great  importance  to  Every  permanent  Citizen  of  Texas,  as  I 
would  presume  Every  person  looks  forward  to  the  day  when  they 
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will  possess  a  comfortable  residence.  Therefore  I  would  solicit  from 
your  Excellency  the  Earliest  possible  Information  on  the  Subject 
that  I  might  know  whether  the  overture  made,  by  your  government, 
whether  by  Patent  or  otherwise  would  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to 
me  to  undertake  the  Enterprise,  in  the  mean  time  you  partake  of 
my  most  Hearty  and  best  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  also  the 
republic  over  which  you  have  the  Honor  to  preside 

I  am  with  due  Respect 
Your  Excellence -s 
Humble  servant 
Thomas  Taylor 
[rubric] 
No.  38  South  2nd  Street 

[Addressed]  25  [Endorsed] 

for  John  Taylor —  Philadelphia 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lemar  Esqr.         Pa  Dec  21—1838— 
President 
Of  the  Republic  of 
Texas 

No.  945 

1838  Dec.  21,  W[ILLIA]M  H.  WHARTON,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS  J, 

TO   [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Requesting  him  to  send  in  the  nomination  of  Col.   [William  T.} 
Austin  as  collector  of  Velasco  to-day.    A.  N.  S.     1  p. 

No.  946 

1838  Dec.  'j21,  J.  D.  McLEOD,   [HOUSTON],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAE, 

[HOUSTON] 

Senate  Chamber 

21st  Deer  1838 
His 

Excellency 

The  President, 
Sir: 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  the 
nomination  of  William  T.  Austin,  as  Collector  at  the  Port  of  Velasco^ 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  Honorable  Senate. 

Jno  D  McLeod 

Sec  of  the  Senate — 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

To  Confirmation  of  Wm  T  Austin  as 

His  Excellenfy  Collector  at  Velasco 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Confirmation  of  Wm  T.  Austin 
President  Collector,  Velasco 

of  the  Republic  of  Texas.  21.  Dec.  /3S. 
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No.  947 

[1838  c,  Dec.  21],  ANONYMOUS.    NOTES  ON  A  NATIONAL 

BANK2» 

It  is  the  common  opinion  that  no  system  of  taxation  can  be  de- 
vised more  reconcilable  with  the  popular  idea  of  **  equality  of  bene- 
fits and  burdens,'*  than  that  which  comes  quite  up  to  the  ad  valorem 
principle  —  taxing  the  rich  a-nd  the  poor,  not  alike,  but  according 
to  their  respective  circumstances.  If,  therefore,  such  a  system  is 
practicable  by  means  of  a  Bank  of  the  Government;  if,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  such  an  institution,  a  public  revenue  may  be  supplied  equal 
to  the  ivants  of  the  government ;  and  if,  in  addition,  a  surplus  fund 
may  be  supplied  from  this  source,  applicable  to  the  provisions  and 
maintenance  of  such  objects  of  public  improvement  as  are  of  univer- 
sal necessity  and  benefit;  surely  the  continuance  of  the  duties  and 
taxes,  now  levied  upon  our  People,  may  in  no  long  time  be  dis- 
pensed with.  Happy  indeed  will  it  be  for  this  Republic,  when  that 
era  of  prosperity  shall  have  arrived,  under  what  system  soever,  when 
no  taxes  upon  real  estate,  negroes,  stock,  or  other  property,  shall  be 
collected  of  its  citizens  by  the  government;  and  when,  likewise,  we 
shall  be  able  to  establish  a  free  commerce  with  all  nations  —  who  will 
find,  in  that  consideration,  inducement  to  trade  with  us,  such  as  is 
nowhere  else  offered.  It  must  be  taken  into  consideration,  too,  that 
whilst  these  important  results  would  be  accomplished  by  the  policy 
had  in  view  —  namely,  the  establishment  of  a  Bank  of  the  govern- 
ment—  an  instrument  will  at  the  same  time  be  punished,  not  only 
of  great  public  utility  and  convenience,  but  indispensable,  indeed,  to 
the  correction  of  the  evils  under  which  our  present  system  of  finance 
labors. 

An  example  of  the  system  described  is  furnished  in  the  policy  which 
has  been  for  years  successfully  pursued  in  our  sister  Republic  by  the 
State  of  Alabama.  The  profits  of  the  government  Bank,  (which  is 
the  only  State  taxation  collected  from  her  People  by  the  government,) 
besides  defraying  all  the  expenses  of  the  govt.,  annually,  furnishes 
every  year  a  considerable  addition  to  the  surplus  fund  of  that 
State,  which,  is  applicable  to  objects  of  State  policy  — -  such  as,  Edu- 
cation, Internal  Improvement,  &c.  Let  it  be  remarked,  that  no  part 
of  the  tax  which  the  People  of  Alabama  thus  pay  for  the  accommoda- 
tions of  their  Bank  goes  into  the  pockets  of  individual  stockholders; 
it  all  goes  into  their  own  treasury;  and  is  applied  to  the  support  of 
their  government  to  the  maintenance  of  an  approved  system  of  Edu- 
cation —  to  the  establishment  of  Roads,  Bridges,  Ferries,  Canals, 
Railroads,  and  other  such  objects  of  public  improvement.  Therefore, 
as  it  is  a  government  Corporation,  and  the  public  interest,  rather 
than  that  of  individual  shareholders,  is  advanced  by  the  profits 
of  the  institution,  there  is,  of  necessity,  the  less  probability  that  a 
grasping  and  avaricious  policy,  or  system  of  exclusive  privileges,  will 
be  practised  by  those  who  may  be  entrusted  with  its  government.    The 

"These  notes  are  corrected  in  Lamar's  hand  and  were  apparently  intended 
lor  use  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress. 
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temptation  to  mismanagement,  oppression  and  fraud,  is  there,  in  a 
degree,  removed  from  the  Directory;  who,  if  they  are  but  moderately 
influenced  by  a  sense  of  common  justice  and  the  general  good,  will 
find  it  their  appropriate,  their  solemn  duty,  to  make  the  money  power 
of  the  Bank  felt  to  be,  not  only  as  innocuous,  but  as  salutary,  as 
beneficial  and  equal  in  its  effects,  as  possible  —  the  true  and  proper 
end  of  all  Banks,  and  more  especially  those  of  a  national  character. 

There  is  an  obvious  distinction  between  a  national  Bank  —  that  is, 
a  Bank  instituted  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  (which  is  another 
name  for  the  People;)  whose  stock  shall  belong  exclusively  to  the 
nation;  and  whose  business  shall  be  regulated  by  the  agents  of  this 
nation,  made  subject  to  the  same  responsibilities  as  those  of  its  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  —  there  is  a  marked  difference,  I  say,  between 
a  Bank  of  such  character,  and  one  in  which  half,  or  more,  of  the 
stock  is  owned  and  administered  by  individuals,  independently  of  the 
supervision  of  the  People.  There  is  the  old  **United  States  Bank," 
for  instance;  that  Bank  bore  the  name  of  a  national,  an  ^^ United 
States'*  institution,  where  four-fifths  of  its  stock,  and,  in  that  propor- 
tion, a  preponderence  in  its  control,  vested  in  individuals.  Was  this, 
then,  in  fact,  a  national  Bank?  Surely  not.  The  **Bank  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,"  however,  is  an  institution  having  the  character  which 
is  properly  meant  by  a  ** national  Bank,"  Why?  Because  its  stock 
is  the  property  of  the  state  exclusively,  and  subject  alone  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  government,  through  its  agents,  who  are  vigilantly  kept 
to  a  strict  responsibility  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  State.  There  has 
always  been  found  as  practicable  and  efficient  a  check  as  possible 
to  the  indulgence,  by  the  Directors  of  this  Institution,  of  partiality 
in  the  distribution  of  its  facilities  and  favors,  or  to  the  exercise  of 
its  money  power  to  accomplish  political  ends,  in  the  immediate  con- 
tact of  the  officers  of  the  Bank  and  their  constituents,  the  members 
of  the  Legislature;  who  are  all  severally  elected  annually,  and  there- 
fore all  held  every  year  to  a  direct  accountability  to  the  people, 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  public  institution  has  been  managed. 
It  must  be  seen,  then,  that  if  a  system  of  fraud,  partiality  or  monop- 
oly, shall  be  practised  in  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  any  given 
year,  there  shall  first  be  an  agreement  to  that  effect  amongst  a 
body  of  the  most  respectable  merchants  and  citizens,  who  are  chosen, 
by  joint  ballot  of  the  Legislature,  to  administer  its  concerns ;  —  and, 
there  being  salutary  provisions  in  the  Charter  for  periodical  inspec- 
tions of  the  state  of  the  business  and  funds  of  the  Bank,  and  reports 
of  the  same  to  the  Legislature,  through  Commissioners  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  if  any  irregularity  or  malversation  which  may  occur 
i3  not  detected  and  estopped,  there  must,  in  the  next  place,  be  a  col- 
lusion of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  State  themselves 
with  a  swindling  set  of  Directors  and  Commissioners.  Here,  then, 
is  as  safe  a  check  as  would  be  found  in  interesting  individuals  in  the 
stock  and  government  of  the  Bank ;  or  in  any  other  scheme  which  has 
occurred  to  my  mind. 

The  *'Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama,"  therefore,  is  a  type,  in  most 
of  its  features  and  details,  of  that  which  it  is  proposed  shall  be 
established  by  this  Republic.     The  government  should  own  all  the 
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stock  —  Congress  elect  the  President,  Cashier  and  Directors,  anniwlly, 
and  likewise  appoint  Commissioners  to  examine  into  the  state  aBd 
conduct  of  the  Bank  as  often  as  may  be  thought  necessary,  aiid  report 
the  same  to  Congress  at  its  next  succeeding  session,  through  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treiasury;  which  last  named  person  should  have 
the  power  upon  the  recommendation  of  said  Commissioners,  of  m- 
pending  from  his  connexion  with  the  Bank,  until  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  any  officer  found  to  be  guilty  of  fraud,  or  gross  impropriety 
of  conduct. 

It  is  impossiblue  so  to  frame  any  Charter  for  a  bank  which  shall 
be  entirely  exempted  from  those  objections  arising  out  of  an  appre- 
hension of  mismanagement  of  the  institution,  or  jeolousy  of  political 
power  being  exerted  by  it  to  an  extent  more  or  less  obnoxious.  No 
such  perfection  has  ever  characterized  any  Bank  Charter  that  I  know 
any  thing  about,  —  no  such  perfectibility  attaches  to  the  principles 
of  the  Banking  System.  After  the  last  degree  of  vigilance  and  cir- 
cumspection has  been  consulted;  when  all  the  safeguards,  the  ** checks 
and  balances/'  the  limitations  and  restrictions,  which  the  most  saga- 
cious and  practical  statesman  may  invent,  shall  be  incorporated  in 
the  Charter  —  still,  in  the  government  of  the  Bank,  we  must  rely* 
measurably,  upon  human  fallibility,  for  the  safety,  rectitude  and 
impartiality  of  its  administration.  Do  we  not,  in  like  manner,  habit- 
ually rely  upon  the  integrity  of  civil  officers  of  the  government  f  ^ 
we  not  confide,  in  a  great  degree,  in  our  Chief  Magistrate?  Is  [  1 
not  trusted  to  the  Treasurer,  and  other  custodiens  of  the  public 
money  ? 

[Endorsed  in  pencil] 
On  Taxation  &  Bank. 

No.  948 

1638  Dec.  21,  M.  B.  LAI\IAR.     MESSAGE  TO  BOTH  HOUSES** 

Message 

of  the 

PRESIDENT, 

Submitted  to  Both  Houses, 

December  21,  1838. 

Published  by  order  of  Congress. 

Houston 

1838. 

General  Lamar's  first 

Message  to  Congress. 

Communicated  December  21st.  1838. 


Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate, 
and  House  of  Representatives. 
In  the  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  on  my  induction  to 
office,  I  promised  to  present  at  an  early  period,  some  of  the  leading 

••Pamphlet.    A  copy  in  Lamar's  hand  in  no.  361. 
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topics  which  would  require  our  united  consideration.  As  yet,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  discharge  this  duty  with  entire  satisfaction  to  inyself, 
in  consequence  of  the  limited  time  I  have  had  for  that  examination 
and  reflection,  which  are  so  essential  to  a  perfect  analysis  of  the 
varied  subjects  which  the  present  condition  of  our  country  suggests; 
but  as  far  as  my  means  of  information  will  at  this  time  permit,  I 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Honorable  Congress,  and  through  it,  to 
the  Nation  at  large,  the  result  of  the  hasty  deliberations  which  I 
have  been  able  to  bestow  on  a  few  of  the  more  important  subjects 
connected  with  the  general  welfare. 

The  achievement  of  a  people's  independence  from  the  domination 
of  an  unjust  and  vacillating  Government,  is  an  event,  which  will 
always  attract  the  warmest  sympathies  of  the  friends  of  human 
liberty  throughout  the  world.  Our  efforts  in  the  great  emprize  have 
been  accompanied  by  the  kindliest  feelings  of  millions,  who  were 
alien  to  our  contest,  and  to  any  direct  interest  in  its  issue;  and  if 
it  were  needful  to  superadd  anything  to  the  promptings  of  self 
interest,  the  dictates  of  honor,  and  the  suggestion  of  a  fervid,  and 
enlightened  patriotism,  as  an  incentive  on  our  part  to  further  and 
continued  exertions  in  the  cause  of  free  government,  we  should  find 
it  in  that  generous  and  wide  spread  sympathy  which  has  been 
expressed  in  our  behalf,  and  in  the  exalted  hopes  of  good  which 
have  been  raised  upon  our  struggle,  by  the  virtuous  and  the  wise  of 
mankind.  Let  us  then  gentlemen,  endeavor  to  realize  and  appreciate 
the  weighty  responsibilities  which  rest  upon  us;  and  by  a  vigorous 
and  persevering  discharge  of  our  respective  duties,  shew  that  we  are 
worthy  of  the  sympathies  bestowed,  and  can  give  fruition  to  the 
hopes  excited. — Let  us  maintain  our  sovereignty,  preserve  concord 
at  home;  faithfully  observe  all  national  obligations;  and  transmit  to 
posterity  the  free  institutions  we  have  erected,  unimpaired  by  selfish- 
ness, and  untouched  by  vain  and  pernicious  ambition. 

The  few  days  which  have  elapsed  since  I  have  been  charged  with 
the  Executive  duties  of  the  Government,  have  not  enabled  me  to 
become  familiar  with  all  the  matters  proper  to  be  presented  to  your 
consideration  in  a  formal  message.  Of  the  actual  condition  of  our 
exterior  affairs,  I  can  only  speak  in. general  terms.  Our  immediate 
relations  with  foreign  powers,  are  necessarily  circumscribed.  The 
newness  of  our  political  existence  will,  for  some  time  to  come,  cause 
them  to  be  brief  and  simple,  and  it  will  be  wise  in  us  to  preserve 
their  simplicity  as  far  as  practicable,  while  we  endeavour  by  all 
means  eompatable  with  national  dignity,  to  extend  their  limits.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States,  always  foremost  in  whatever  tends 
to  the  advancement  of  liberty,  continues  to  manifest  towards  us,  the 
same  just,  and  magnanimous  spirit  which  prompted  the  early  recog- 
nition of  our  Independence;  and  I  entertain  a  profound  hope,  that 
other  leading  powers  will  shortly  see  the  propriety  of  extending  to 
us,  and  acquiring  for  themselves,  the  advantages  of  international 
fellowship.  To  Great  Britain  the  Independence  of  Texas  cannot  be 
an  indifferent  event: —  The  advancement  of  her  great  manufactur- 
ing and  commercial  interests,  is  too  deeply  identified  with  our  future 
prosperity  as  a  nation,  to  permit  us  to  believe,  that  she  can  view  our 
present  position  with  other  than  favorable  regard  To  France  also,  it 
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presents  inducements,  which  cannot  fail  to  elicit  that  chivalroufi 
liberality,  which  has  heretofore  so  conspicuously  characterized  her 
National  Councils.  With  Mexico,  our  posture  is  unchanged. — She 
still  seems  to  cherish  the  illusory  hope  of  conquest,  without  adopting 
any  means  for  its  realization.  A  final  abandonment  of  such  hopes, 
or  a  more  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  measures  which  would  at  once 
determine  their  worth,  would  be  more  consonant  to  true  glory  and 
wisdom,  than  this  attitude  of  supine  and  sullen  hostiltiy.  It  may 
become  the  duty  and  interest  of  Texas,  to  reduce  the  question  of  her 
right  to  Independence,  to  a  more  summary  adjustment  than  our 
adversary  seems  inclined  to  give  it.  While  we  would  meet  with 
alacrity,  the  first  indication  of  a  desire,  for  a  just  and  honorable 
peace,  we  should  compel  a  more  active  prosecution  of  the  war.  If 
peace  can  be  obtained  only  by  the  sword,  let  the  sword  do  its  work. 
If  we  desire  to  establish  a  Republican  Government  on  a  broad 
and  permanent  basis,  it  will  become  our  duty  to  adopt  a  comprehen- 
sive and  well  regulated  system  of  mental  and  moral  culture.  Edu- 
cation is  a  subject  in  which  every  citizen,  and  especially  every 
parent,  feels  a  deep  and  lively  concern.  It  is  one  in  which  no  jarring 
interests  are  involved,  and  no  accrimonious  political  feelings  excited; 
for  its  benefits  are  so  universal  that  all  parties  can  cordially  unite  in 
advancing  it.  It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  cultivated  mind  is  the 
guardian  genius  of  Democracy,  and  while  guided  and  controlled  by 
virtue,  the  noblest  attribute  of  man.  It  is  the  only  dictator  that 
freemen  acknowledge,  and  the  only  security  which  freemen  desire. 
The  influence  of  Education  in  the  moral  world,  is  like  light  in  the 
physical;  rendering  luminous,  what  before  was  obscure.  It  opens  a 
wide  field  for  the  exercise  and  improvement  of  all  the  faculties  of 
man,  and  imparts  vigor  and  clearness  to  those  important  truths  in 
the  science  of  Government,  as  well  as  of  morals,  which  would  other- 
wise be  lost  in  the  darkness  of  ignorance.  Without  its  aid,  how  per- 
ilous and  insufficient  would  be  the  deliberations  of  a  Government 
like  ours?  How  ignoble  and  useless  its  legislation  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  happiness?  How  fragile  and  insecure  its  liberties?  War 
would  be  conducted  without  the  science  necessary  to  insure  success, 
and  its  bitterness  and  calamities  would  be  unrelieved  by  the  amelio- 
rating circumstances  which  the  improved  condition  of  man.  has 
imparted  to  it;  and  peace  would  be  joyless,  because  its  train  would 
be  unattended  by  that  civilization  and  refinement  which  can  alone 
give  zest  to  social  and  domestic  enjoyments. — And  how  shall  we 
protect  our  rights  if  we  do  not  comprehend  them?  And  can  we  com- 
prehend them  unless  we  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  past  and  present 
condition  of  things,  and  practice  the  habit  of  enlightened  reflection? 
Cultivation  is  as  necessary  to  the  supply  of  rich  intellectual  and 
moral  fruits,  as  are  the  labors  of  the  husbandman  to  bring  forth  the 
valuable  productions  of  the  earth.  But  it  would  be  superfluous  to 
offer  to  this  Honorable  Congress  any  formal  argument  to  enforce  the 
practical  importance  of  this  subject.  I  feel  fully  assured  that  it 
will,  in  that  liberal  spirit  of  improvement  which  pervades  the  social 
world,  lose  not  the  present  auspicious  opportunity  to  provide  for 
literary  institutions,  wuth  a  munificence  commensurate  with  our 
future  destinies.     To  patronise  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
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industry,  and  charity,  has  been  near  the  hearts  of  the  good  and  wise 
of  all  nations;  while  the  ambitious,  and  the  ignorant  would  fain 
have  thwarted  a  policy  so  pure  and  laudable;  but  despite  their 
efforts  to  the  contrary,  the  rich  domes  and  spires  of  edifices,  conse- 
crated to  these  objects,  are  continually  incfreasing  in  numbers^ 
throwing  their  scenic  splendor  over  civilization,  and  attesting  the 
patriotism  of  their  founders.  Our  young  Republic  has  been  formed 
by  a  SjMirtan  Spirit — ^let  it  progress  and  ripen  into  Roman  firmness, 
and  Athenian  gracefulness  and  wisdom.  Let  those  names  which 
have  been  inscribed  on  the  standard  of  her  martial  glory,  be  found 
also  on  the  page  of  her  history,  associated  with  that  profound  and 
enlightened  policy,  which  is  to  make  our  country  a  bright  link  in 
the  chain  of  free  States,  which  will  some  day  encircle,  and  unite  in 
harmony  the  whole  American  Continent.  Thus,  and  thus  only,  will 
true  glory  be  perfected ;  and  our  nation  which  has  sprung  from  the 
harsh  trump  of  war,  be  matured  into  the  refinements,  and  the  tran- 
quil happiness  of  peace.  Let  me  therefore  urge  it  upon  you.  Gentle- 
men, not  to  postpone  this  matter  too  long.  The  present  is  a  pro- 
pitious moment,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  great  moral,  and  intel- 
lectual edifice,  which  will  in  after  ages  be  hailed  ad  the  chief  orna- 
ment and  blessing  of  Texas.  A  suitable  appropriation  of  lands  to 
the  purpose  of  general  Education  can  be  made  at  this  time  without 
inconvenience,  to  the  Government,  or  the  people,  but  defer  it  until 
the  public  domain  shall  have  passed  from  our  hands,  and  the  unedu- 
cated youths  of  Texas,  will  constitute  the  living  monuments  of  our 
neglect  and  remissness.  To  commence  a  liberal  system  of  instruc- 
tion a  few  years  hence,  may  be  attended  with  many  diflSculties.  The 
imposition  of  taxes  will  be  necessary ;  sectional  jealousies  will  spring 
up ;  and  the  whole  plan  may  be  defeated  in  the  conflict  of  selfishness, 
or  be  suffered  to  languish  under  a  feeble  and  ineflfieient  support. 
A  liberal  endowment  which  will  be  adequate  to  the  general  diffusion 
of  a  good  rudimental  education  in  every  district  of  the  Republic, 
and  to  the  establishment  of  a  University  where  the  highest  branches 
of  science  may  be  taught,  can  now  be  effected  without  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  single  dollar — postpone  it  a  few  years,  and  millions  will  be 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  great  design. 

I  must  also  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  defects  in  the 
Municipal  Code.  Unfortunately  for  the  Country,  we  have  now  in 
force  many  portions  of  two  systems  different  in  their  origin,  dis- 
cordant in  their  provisions  and  calculated  to  lead  to  the  most  con- 
flicting decisions.  Of  the  cases  that  present  themselves  before  the 
courts  many  are  included  in  neither  Code,  many  are  indifferently  pro- 
vided for  by  both,  leaving  the  parties  without  remedy  in  the  first 
instance,  and  often  wholly  uncertain  as  to  the  proper  remedy  in  the 
second.  Nor  are  these  the  most  prominent  objections  against  our 
present  system.  The  sages  of  the  law,  have  long  since  determined 
it  to  be  no  less  important  to  a  community,  that  the  laws  should  be 
certain,  and  the  decisions  of  the  courts  uniform,  than  that  the  pnn- 
ciples  upon  which  they  are  based,  should  be  wise  and  equitable. 
While  such  as  are  now  in  force  in  this  Government  remain  unaltered, 
it  may  easily  be  perceived  that  our  judicial  decisions  must  be  more 
irreconcilable  than  those  of  any  other  civilized  country  upon  the 
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globe.  iMiankind,  aye  so  cojCistituted  tbat  when  placed  under  similat 
circumstances  they  look  jthrough  different  mediums  at  the  same 
object. — Thiis  is  now  her,e  paade  more  apparent  than  by  a  reference  to 
the  records  of  judicial  desisions.  We  there  learn  that  in  the  most 
enlightened  nations  where  the  laws  were  originally  framed  with  the 
utmost  precision^  that  human  wisdom  and  sagacity  could  devise — 
where  there  have  been  no  jarring  regulations  unskilfully  blended, 
but  where  one  uniform  system  has  been  ripened,  a^id  improved  by 
the  prescience  of  successive  ages,  the  votaries  of  the  science  have 
differed  so  widely  in  their  interpretations,  as  to  produce  the  most 
disastrous  consequences  to  the  community  at  large,  and  if  such 
results  follow  the  most  favorable  circumstances  which  the  ingenuity 
of  man  could  suggest,  much  more  unfortunate  must  be  the  fate  of 
Texas,  if  left  to  struggle  with  her  present  overpowering  difficulties. 
The  admirers  of  the  Civil  Law  will  regard  its  rules,  as  based  upon 
the  principles  of  equity,  and  will  look  to  it,  as  the  most  correct 
standard  by  which  their  decisions  can  be  made,  while  the  advocates 
of  the  Common  Law  will  regard  its  more  certain,  rigid  and  inflexi- 
ble rules,  as  far  better  adapted  to  the  genius  of  our  people,  and  to 
the  situation  and  circumstances  of  our  country.  Thus  it  may  not 
unfrequently  occur,  that  upon  the  same  question  of  law,  we  shall 
have  the  most  conflicting  judicial  decisions  throughout  the  Republic. 
The  judicial  annals  of  the  civilized  world  most  clearly  show  that  the 
uncertainty  of  the  law  has  invariably  given  rise  to  endless  litiga- 
tion, more  blighting  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  a  country 
than  any  other  calamity  whatever.  We  are  the  only  people  who 
have  adopted  a  system  of  laws  of  which  the  great  body  of  the  people 
are  entirely  ignorant.  It  would  be  a  task  of  extreme  difficulty  for 
the  most  learned  in  the  science  even  to  enumerate  the  various  Mexi- 
can authorities  now  in  force  in  this  Government.  Most  of  these 
authorities  have  never  yet  been  imported  into  the  country,  and  with 
a  few  exceptions  they  are  written  in  a  foreign  language  unknown  to 
our  people;  and  to  a  large  majority  of  the  profession  as  well  as  to 
a  majority  of  the  legal  tribunals  appointed  by  Congress  to  interpret 
and  administer  them.  Nor  is  there  a  reasonable  hope,  that  at  an 
early  period  we  can  be  relieved  from  the  painful  perplexity;  for  it 
would  be  entirely  impracticable  for  the  government  to  procure  at 
this  time,  the  translation,  publication,  and  general  distribution  of 
these  authorities. —  And  until  this  is  done,  or  the  system  changed, 
we  shall  be  doomed  to  the  painful  necessity  of  having  the  titles 
to  our  property  tried,  and  all  our  contracts  interpreted  by  laws 
unknown  to  our  Courts,  and  unknown  to  the  community.  But  while 
the  present  situation  of  Texas  in  this  particular  must  be  a  source  of 
deep  regret  to  her  friends  they  can  nevertheless  console  themselves 
by  the  reflection  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Country  has  provided 
a  salutary  remedy,  by  which  she  may  be  extricated  from  the  diffi- 
culty. Congress  is  required  by  that  sacred  instrument  at  a  period 
as  early  as  practicable  to  introduce  by  statute  the  Common  Law  of 
England  with  such  modifications  as  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
may  in  their  judgement  require.  The  period  here  contemplated  by 
the  Constitution  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  has  now  arrived; 
and  the  speedy  execution  of  this  provision,  it  is  respectfully  believed 
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wiH  save  our  couatry  f  rom  much  public  disaster  and  individual  ruin. 
By  adopting  tlie  Common  Law  we  do  but  avail  ourselves,  as  in  every 
science,  of  the  labors  and  experience  of  all  those  generations  who 
have  gone  before  us.  We  shall  exercise  the  exalted  privilege  of 
appropriating  and  enjoying  the  benefits  of  a  liberal  jurisprudence 
originated  by  the  wisdom,  and  for  centuries  defended  by  the  valor 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race.  We  shall  be  adopting  a  system  called  into 
being, ;  not  by  the  sovreign  will  of  some  arbitrary  despot,  but  one 
originating  in  the  general  habits  of  a  nation  of  free  and  independent 
Citizens,  associated  by  their  genius  and  their  customs  and  connected 
by  the  ties  of  a  common  la^guagCi  and  a  common  ancestry,  a  system 
which  has  invariably  inspired  its  votaries  with  an  ardent  desire  to 
transmit  unimpaired  to  their  posterity  those  natural  rights  which 
they  received  from  the  great  author  of  their  being,  and  those  politi- 
cal privileges  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution  of  their  country ; 
a  system  upon  which  the  lights  of  experience  and  the  rays  of  science 
have  been  concentrating  for  centuries  past,  to  which  the  immortal 
Sages  of  the  profession  have  in  each  successive  age  devoted  lives  of 
the  most  arduous  and  unremiting  toil,  and  which  has  become  so 
improved,  refined,  and  expanded,  as  to  be  admirably  adapted  to  all 
complicated  relations  of  society  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  United 
States,  two  of  the  most  liberal  and  enlightened  nations  of  the  world 
where  the  rigid  rules  enacted  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of 
crime,  have  been  so  mellowed  and  softened  by  the  principles  of 
Divine  Revelation, . that  it  is  now  justly  regarded  as  the  perfection 
of  human  reason  and  the  most  moderate  and  consistent  of  every 
earthly  code.  In  makingthe  proposed  alteration  I  would  also  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  formally  adopting  a  few  of  the  general  statutes 
of  seme  State  of  established  legal  reputation,  and  domestic  institu- 
tions similar  to  our  own ;  and  furthermore  that  a  Committee  of  pro- 
fessional Gentlemen  be  appointed  to  arrange  a  system  by  compila- 
tion, or  digest  of  statutes,  adapted  to  our  wants,  to  be  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  next  National  Congress. 

But  among  the  many  subjects  that  unite  the  solemn  and  deliberate 
attention  of  the  Congress  of  Texas  at  this  moment,  no  one  involves 
a  more  affecting  interest,  that  the  exposed  and  defenceless  condition 
of  our  inland  frontier.  Since  the  memorable  victory  of  San  Jacinto, 
we  have  sustained  but  little  annoyance  from  our  principal  enemy. 
Their  spirits  were  daunted  and  their  energies  paralyzed  by  that 
signal  defeat ;  and  from  that  period  they  have'  been  occupied  with 
domestic  disturbances,  or  difiSculties  growing  out  of  their  foreign 
relations.  These  causes  of  inaction  on  their  part  may  be  temporary, 
and  we  ought  by  no  means  to  permit  them  to  beguile  us  into  negli- 
gence. But  while  the  Mexican  government  has  been  restrained  from 
renewing  any  serious  attempt  upon  our  liberties,  our  western  fron- 
tier has  been  polluted  and  our  Citizens  disquieted  by  small  parties 
of  Mexican  brigands,  who  war  for  spoil  and  invade  only  to  ravage 
and  destroy.  To  chastise  these  depredators  and  suppress  their  incur- 
sions, is  due  to  the  honor  and  the  tranquility  of  the  nation.  I  would 
theretofore  recommend  that  a  law  be  enacted  which  shall  visit  a  just 
and  severe  retribution  upon  such  Mexican  citizens,  not  in  the  actual 
service  of  their  government,  as  shall  be  found  in  arms,  or  convicted 
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of  any  hostile  practices  within  our  territory.  An  honorable  warfare 
we  will  reciprocate.  But  the  predatory  aggressions  of  unauthorized 
banditti,  have  always  received,  as  they  justly  merit,  the  severest 
chastisements  that  an  indignant  community  can  inflict. 

Unhappily  our  frontier  is  sufferng  greater  evils  than  result  from 
these  occasional  and  desultory  incursions.  Several  native  tribes  of 
Indians,  deriring  confidence  from  our  forbearance,  have  waged,  and 
are  waging,  a  petty,  but  in  some  instances,  a  disastrous  and  cruel 
warfare  upon  our  neglected  border  settlements.  The  importance  of 
chastising  these  savage  offenders,  and  extending  protection  to  our 
exposed  and  suffering  fellow-citizens,  cannot  fail  to  attract  your 
early  and  most  serious  notice. —  Honor,  humanity,  and  patriotism, 
conspire  to  enjoin  this  duty  upon  us.  It  is  a  cardinal  principle  in  all 
political  associations,  that  protection  is  commensurate  with  aUe- 
giance,  and  the  poorest  citizen  whose  sequestered  cabin  is  reared  on 
our  remotest  frontier,  holds  as  sacred  a  claim  upon  the  government 
for  safety  and  security  as  does  the  man  who  lives  in  ease  and  wealth 
in  the  heart  of  our  most  populous  city.  I  am  by  no  means  desirous 
of  aggravating  the  ordinary  and  inevitable  calamities  of  war,  by 
inculcating  the  harsh  doctrine  of  the  lex  talionis  toward  the  debased 
and  ignorant  savages.  War  is  in  itself  an  evil,  which  all  good  people 
will  strive  to  avoid ;  but  when  it  cannot  be  avoided,  it  ought  to  be 
so  met  and  pursued  as  will  best  secure  a  speedy  and  lasting  peace. 
If  that  better  mode  consists  in  severity  to  the  enemy,  then  severity 
to  him,  becomes  clemency  to  all.  The  moderation  hitherto  extended 
to  the  Indians  on  our  borders  has  been  repeatedly  retorted  upon  us, 
in  all  the  atrocious  cruelties  that  characterize  their  modes  of  war* 
fare.  The  Indian  Warrior  in  his  heartless  and  sanguinary  vengeance 
recognises  no  distinction  of  age  or  sex  or  condition.  All  are  indis- 
criminate victims  to  his  cruelties.  The  wife  and  the  infant  afford  as 
rich  a  trophy  to  the  scalping  knife,  as  the  warrior  who  falb  in  the 
vigor  of  manhood  and  the  pride  of  his  chivalry.  And  why  is  it,  that 
he  is  thus  so  insensible  to  the  dictates  of  justice  and  humanity?  Has 
not  the  white  man  for  centuries  furnished  him  examples  of  clemency 
and  kindness?  Have  not  their  women  and  children  been  protected, 
and  the  old  and  the  infirm  been  spared  ?  And  when  taken  in  battle, 
have  they  not  experienced  the  forbeaarances  and  indulgences  which 
so  much  assuage  the  asperities  of  civilized  conflict?  — They  have; 
and  it  is  precisely  because  these  indulgencies  have  been  profitable  to 
their  heartless  policy  that  they  have  persevered  in  their  ancient  bar- 
barities. As  long  as  we  continue  to  exhibit  our  mercy  without  shew- 
ing our  strength,  so  long  will  the  Indian  continue  to  bloody  the  edge 
of  the  tomahawk,  and  move  onward  in  the  work  of  rapacity  and 
slaughter.  And  how  long  shall  this  cruel  humanity,  this  murderous 
sensibility  for  the  sangunary  savage  be  practised,  in  defiance  of  its 
tested  impolicy?  Until  other  oceans  of  blood;  the  blood  of  our 
wives  and  children,  shall  glut  their  voracious  appetite?  I  would 
answer  no.  If  the  wild  cannibals  of  the  woods  will  not  desist  from 
their  massacres;  if  they  will  continue  to  war  upon  us  with  the 
ferocity  of  Tigers  and  Hyenas,  it  is  time  we  should  retaliate  their 
warfare,  not  in  the  murder  of  their  women  and  children,  but  in  the 
prosecution  of  an  exterminating  war  upon  their  warriors,  which 
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will  admit  of  no  compromise  and  hdve  no  termination  except  in  their 
total  extinction  or  total  expulsion. 

I  am  not  informed  of  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
recent  disturbances  in  the  East.  Neither  do  I  know  precisely,  the 
origin  of  these  difficulties.  It  is  thought  by  some,  that  the  Indians 
have  been  encroached  upon  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  landed  rights. 
I  am  not  aware  of  the  fact  myself.  If  the  spirit  of  speculative  enter- 
prize  has  been  pushed  by  any  of  our  citizens  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  prudence ;  and  has  awakened  the  savages  to  a  war  upon  our  whole 
community,  it  is  certainly  a  matter  to  be  much  regretted;  but  being 
involved,  it  becomes  the  nation  to  meet  the  exigencies  with  prompti- 
tude and  energy.  But  I  am  far  from  conceding  that  the  Indians, 
either  Native,  or  Emigrant,  have  any  just  cause  of  complaint.  That 
the  Emigrant  Tribes  have  no  legal  or  equitable  claim  to  any  portion  of 
our  territory  is  obvious,  from  a  cursory  examination  of  their  history. 
Their  emigration  to  Texas  was  unsolicited  and  unauthorized ;  and  has 
always  been  a  source  of  regret  to  its  more  enlightened  population. 
The  federal  government  of  Mexico,  neither  conceded,  nor  promised 
them  lands,  or  civil  rights.  They  came  as  intruders;  were  positively 
forbid  to  make  any  permanent  abidance;  and  have  continued  in  the 
country  up  to  the  present  period  against  the  public  wish,  and  at  the 
sacrifice  of  the  public  tranquility.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with 
the  Cherokees.  The  offer  made  to  bordering  Indians  in  the  coloniza- 
tion law  of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  carries  with  it  precedent  conditions 
which  have  in  no  instance  been  complied  with  by  any  one  of  these 
tribes.  To  the  Mexican  authorities  of  that  state,  they  were  objects  of 
disquietude  and  terror;  and  if  in  any  instance  a  promise  of  lands  was 
made  to  their  Chiefs  or  Head-men,  they  were  either  induced  by  fear, 
or  proceeded  from  a  design  to  array  the  tomahawk  and  scalping- 
knife  against  the  American  settlers  of  Texas.  Such  promises  (if  ever 
made)  under  such  circumstances  can  impose  no  moral  obligations  on 
US.  But  the  pledge  of  the  Consultation  of  Texas  in  1835,  and  the 
treaty  consequent  upon  it,  are  said  to  be  regarded  by  the  Indians,  and 
their  advocates,  as  the  chief  foundation  of  the  claims  which  they  set 
up  for  lands  in  Texas.  It  is  not  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  powers  which  originated  and  negotiated  that 
treaty ;  for  the  treaty  itself  never  was  ratified  by  any  competent  au- 
thority, and  therefore  can  in  nowise  be  legally  considered  as  binding 
or  obligatory  upon  us.  Had  it  been  ratified  however  by  all  the 
solemnities  of  the  constitution,  still  this  government  is  now  wholly 
absolved  from  the  performance  of  its  conditions,  by  the  notorious  and 
habitual  violation  of  its  principal  stipulations  by  the  Indians.  Should 
it  be  urged  that  a  moral  obligation  is  imposed  upon  us  still  to  extend 
to  them  the  benefits  of  the  treaty  notwthstanding  their  repeated  vio- 
lation of  its  provisions,  in  consequence  of  their  supposed  ignorance  in 
.^uch  affairs — I  would  reply  that  all  moral  obligation  presupposes 
reciprocity:  and  if  the  good  faith  of  their  government  is  pledged  to 
convey  a  large  and  valuable  portion  of  its  territory,  situated  in  the 
very  centre  of  its  empire  to  these  Emigrant  bands,  then  they  stand 
morally  bound  to  render  full  allegiance  to  the  government  of  Texas, 
to  respect  and  obey  its  laws,  and  to  support  and  defend  its  constitu- 
ion.     That  this  has  not  been  done  by  them  is  certain;  and  that  it 
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will  not  be  done,  is  more  than  probable.  To  admit  their  claim  to 
any  extent,  on  any  other  conditions  would  entail  interminable  vexa« 
tions  on  our  posterity.  It  would  be  parcelling  out  our  territory  to 
strangers  and  intruders,  and  introducing  into  the  very  viscera  of  the 
body  politic,  an  alien,  independent  and  innately  hostile  people,  who 
know  no  estraints  of  law,  and  are  subordinate  to  no  authority.  It 
would  not  only  establish  the  monstrous  political  anomaly  of  an  abso- 
lute imperiiim  in  inperio;  but  what,  is  still  more  abhorrent,  a  lawle&j 
and  intractible  power,  within  an  organized,  enlightened  and  sov- 
^ign  government.  At  some  future  period,  I  may  do  myself  the 
honor  to  lay  before  the  Congress,  some  of  the  interesting  and  im- 
portant facts  connected  with  this  subject;  and  in  the  mean  time  in 
consideration  of  the  embarrassments  which  surround  our  relations  to 
these  Indians,  I  w^ould  respectfully  offer  the  following  suggestions:— 
That  there  be  established  as  early  as  practicable  a  line  of  military 
posts,  competent  to  the  protection  of  our  frontier  from  the  incur- 
sions of  the  wandering  tribes  that  infest  our  borders;  and  that  all 
intercourse  between  them  and  our  citizens,  be  made  under  the  eye. 
and  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Government.  In  order  to  allay  the 
apprehension  of  the  friendly  tribes,  and  prevent  any  collision  between 
them  and  our  own  citizens,  I  would  recommend  that  each  Indian 
family  be  permit+ed  to  enjoy  such  improvements  as  they  occupy,  to- 
gether with  a  suitable  portion  of  land,  without  interruptions  or  an- 
noyance, so  long  as  they  choose  to  remain  upon  it,  and  shall  deport 
themselves  in  a  friendly  manner ;  being  subordinate  to  our  laws  in  all 
criminal  matters,  and  in  matters  of  contract,  to  the  authorized  agents 
of  the  Government.  To  this  end  the  appointment  of  suitable  agents 
to  reside  among  the  located  tribes  would  be  necessary,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  keep  up  a  vigilant  espionage,  cultivate  friendly  relations, 
and  as  far  as  practicable,  prevent  all  causes  of  interruption  and  col- 
lisions between  the  Indians  and  our  own  people.  Commissioners 
might  be  appointed  to  make  treaties  to  this  effect,  with  such  tribes  as 
are  disposed  to  peace  and  friendship,  while  those  who  reject  the  terms 
should  be  viewed  as  enemies,  and  treated  accordingly.  These  gratui- 
tous and  liberal  concessions,  on  our  part  are  perhaps  due  to  the  regard 
which  we  all  entertain  for  peace.  If  unhappily  they  shall  be  found 
inadequate  to  secure  that  desirable  object ;  and  the  Indians  shall  per- 
sist in  their  extravagant  demands  and  resolve  upon  war,  then  let 
them  feel  that  there  are  terrors  also  in  the  enmity  of  the  white  wao, 
and  that  the  blood  of  our  wives  and  children  cannot  be  shed  without 
righteous  retribution. 

My  great  solicitude  on  the  subject  of  frontier  protection  has  par- 
tially overruled  the  repugnance  I  have  always  felt  for  standing 
armies.  In  the  present  disturbed  condition  of  our  foreign  and  hv 
dian  relations,  the  proper  security  of  the  country  at  large,  and  es- 
pecially the  peace  and  safety  of  our  border  settlements,  seem  im- 
peratively to  require  the  immediate  organization  of  a  regular,  per- 
manent  and  efficient  force.  The  magnitude  of  that  force  must  vary 
with  circumstances;  but  until  we  shall  have  obtained  a  full  acknowl- 
edgment of  our  Independence,  and  shall  have  either  by  treaties  or 
chastisement  secured  our  exposed  fellow  citizens  from  Indian  aggres- 
sion or  the  apprehension  of  hostilities,  I  should  suppose  that,  that 
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force  could  not,  compatible  with  safety,  be  either  small  or  inactive. 
Such  a  force  when  properly  and  judiciously  disposed  of,  would  deter 
the  Indian  from  his  depredations — inspire  a  confidence  which  would 
lead  to  a  rapid  settlement  of  our  present  frontier,  and  at  the  same 
time  form  a  nucleus  around  which  the  chivalric  yeomanry  of  the 
land  would  rally  in  the  event  of  another  invasion  from  our  national 
foe.  In  recommending  this  measure  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  bur- 
thens which  the  equipment  and  the  maintenance  of  a  competent  force 
must  necessarily  impose  upon  the  people;  but  a  people  who  value 
their  liberty  and  safety  above  all  price,  will  consider  every  burthen 
light  which  is  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  their  national  char- 
acter and  independence.  Neither  am  I  unapprized  of  the  very  ser- 
ious objections  which  have  prevailed,  generally  in  Republican  govern- 
ments, to  this  description  of  force.  That  a  large  standing  army,  led 
by  an  artful  and  unprincipled  commander,  may  be  rendered  danger- 
ous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  who  have  created,  and  sustained  it, 
is  a  truth  authentiated  by  too  many  precedents.  But  I  trust  that  the 
people  of  Texas  are  not  too  strong,  too  vigilant,  and  too  jealous  of 
their  civil  rights,  ever  to  permit  an  ambitious  chieftain  to  set  at 
naught  the  legitimate  authorities  of  the  country.  **That  the  military 
shall  in  all  cases,  and  at  all  times  be  subordinate  to  the  ^ivil  power,*' 
is  a  wise  precept  of  our  constitution,  which  it  is  our  duty  to  guard  with 
sedulous  care,  and  to  transmit  inviolate  to  our  successors.  Free 
governments  have  always  found  their  best  defence  against 
foreign  and  domestic  enemies  in  the  patriotism,  the  intelligence  and 
the  chivalry  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  A  well  regulated 
militia  is  the  strongest  and  the  surest  bulwark  of  liberty.  It  will 
therefore  constitute  a  favorite  point  of  policy  in  my  administration, 
(if  I  am  sustained  by  the  legislative  wisdom  of  the  country,)  to 
foster  a  spirit  of  military  pride  and  emulation  among  the  people. 
For  this  purpose  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  encourage  volunteer  asso- 
ciations, their  country's  ornament  in  peace,  and  her  safety  in  war; 
and  to  adopt  such  a  system  of  organization  and  discipline  for  the 
general  militia  as  will  qualify  them  for  active  and  efficient  opera- 
tions, should  the  exigencies  of  the  country  require  their  services  in 
the  field.  While  recommending  the  organization  of  a  sufficient  regu- 
lar force  to  insure  the  present  protection  of  the  Republic  from 
temporary  aggressions  without  calling  the  people  from  their  various 
pursuits  of  industry,  I  would  still  prefer,  in  the  hour  which  tries 
men's  souls,  to  rest  the  nation's  defence,  upon  the  zeal,  the  valor, 
and  the  patriotism  of  the  citizen  soldier. 

I  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  remark  that  our  Navy,  has  suffered  an 
entire  prostration.  It  is  less  interesting  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
which  have  produced  this  misfortune,  than  to  devise  and  apply  a 
remedy  for  it.  From  the  time  the  adventurous  Columbus  traversed 
the  Atlantic,  the  commercial  intercourse  of  nations  has  been  evi- 
dently increasing,  and  it  now  constitutes  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant and  complicate  branches  of  national  policy.  The  protection 
of  that  commerce  by  the  nation  whose  geographical  position  enables 
it  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  foreign  trade,  fully  as  requisite  to  the 
eommon  welfare,  as  the  protection  of  any  other  department  of  its 
concerns.     Texas  is  happily  situated  in  this  respect,  and  can  never 
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reach  the  acme  of  her  greatness  until  a  well  cherished  commerce  shall 
aid  her  apfricultural  faculties  by  distributing  the  surplus  products 
of  her  soil  to  other  nations.  This  distribution  can  be  effected  only 
by  a  suitable  marine  power;  for  unless  commerce  be  protected  from 
insult  and  depredation  on  the  hipfh  seas,  agriculture  with  all  its 
concomitant  interests  will  languish  in  its  unprofitable  abundance.  To 
re-establish  our  na\'y  on  a  respectable  footing,  is  therefore  of  pri- 
mary importance,  and  we  cannot  better  serve  our  country,  than  by 
devoting  a  portion  of  her  means  to  this  purpose.  Should  the  block- 
ade of  the  Mexican  ports  by  the  Navy  of  France,  be  raised  (and 
there  is  no  assurance  that  it  will  not  shortly  be)  the  ships  of  war  of 
our  enemy  would  again  appear  on  our  coast  and  annoy  our  commerce. 
The  protection  of  our  maratime  frontier,  is  as  much  a  public  duty, 
although  not  urged  upon  us  by  the  same  affecting  considerations  at 
this  particular  juncture,  as  is  that  of  the  interior.  This  duty  may 
be  effectualy  accomplished  by  a  naval  force  of  small  magnitude, 
though,  under  the  present  condition  of  our  credit  and  finances,  not 
at  a  moderate  expense.  Its  importance  however  is  too  great  to  be 
longer  neglected;  and  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  offer  to  Congress 
some  further  reflections  on  the  subject  in  a  special  message  which 
I  design  to  lay  before  that  Honorable  body. 

As  connected  with  the  national  defence,  the  finances  will  merit 
and  receive  your  early  attention.  I  have  not  had  time,  since  my 
entrance  into  office,  to  ascertain  minutely,  the  condition  of  our  fiscal 
affairs.  That  they  will  require  improvement  is  without  doubt.  Money 
has  been  emphatically  styled  the  sinew  of  war;  and  certain  it  is, 
that  a  people  cannot  be  defended,  nor  a  government  sustained,  with- 
out it.  The  modes  of  acquiring  this  indispensable  aid,  are  various 
in  proportion  as  the  resources  of  a  country  are  manifold.  The  abund- 
ant intrinsic  wealth  of  Texas  is  yet  in  the  matrice  of  nature.  Time, 
population,  industry  and  enterprise,  are  necessary  to  their  full 
development.  Time  is  not  staid,  and  the  adjuncts  are  fast  flowing 
to  us.  In  a  few  years,  when  agricultural  exports  shall  exceed  in 
value  all  that  the  most  sumptuous  extravagance  can  desire  from  abroad, 
and  our  unexplored  minerals  shall  be  in  process  of  extraction,  the 
people  of  Texas  will  find  no  difficulty  in  rendering  ample  means 
of  support  to  their  government,  and  protection  to  themselves.  But 
at  present,  those  important  ends  are  not  to  be  accomplished  by 
direct  contribution,  without  some  painful  exertions,  and  sacrifices 
of  personal  convenience.  To  levy  burdensome  taxes  on  a  people, 
many  of  whose  farms  and  dwellings  have  been  recently  abandoned, 
and  made  desolate  by  an  invading  enemy,  and  who  are  still  labor- 
ing under  the  embarrassments  incident  to  a  new  settlement,  and  who 
are  yet  struggling  for  political  existence,  has  an  aspect  of  serverity 
and  injustice,  and  ought  by  all  possible  means  to  be  avoided.  The 
only  practical  mode  of  doing  this,  is  to  anticipate  the  future  abund- 
ant resources  of  the  country,  and  to  devolve  upon  our  posterity, 
a  portion  of  the  burdens  to  which  the  perfecting  our  independence, 
and  theirs  has  subjected,  and  is  still  subjecting  us.  The  equity  of 
this  recourse  tp  posterity  will  not  rightfully  be  disputed  by  them, 
and  cannot  be  controverted  by  usu 
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The  practicability  of  negotiating  a  loan  adequate  to  the  wants  of 
the  country,  seems  to  be  somewhat  problematical.  But  I  do  not 
despair  of  being  able  to  effect  it,  if  the  Congress  will  make  satis- 
factory provisions  for  its  ultimate  redemption,  and  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  that  may  accrue  upon  it.  That  Texas  can 
render  a  full,  and  to  all  human  prescience,  a  certain  and  indis- 
tructible  guarantee  for  any  pecuniary  liabilities  which  she  would 
incur,  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  familiar 
with  her  condition  and  her  inherent  resources.  But  foreign  capital- 
ists are  not  presumed  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  these  things, 
and  hence  will  result  the  necessity  of  presenting  to  them  some 
more  than  ordinary  inducements,  before  we  can  reasonably  expect 
to  acquire  their  confidence  and  credit.  I  trust  that  the  Honorable 
Congress  will  so  arrange  this  important  matter,  that  the  Executive 
will  make  a  speedy  and  effectual  effort  to  obtain  what  all  feel  to 
be  so  important  to  the  country  ^-a  competent  loan. 

Much  may  be  done  towards  establishing  a  financial  credit  abroad, 
by  a  wise,  liberal,  and  effective  system  of  legislation.  So  long  as 
the  resources  of  a  country  are  permitted  to  lie  dormant  and  intangible, 
without  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  bring  them  into 
activity,  their  intrinsic  value,  and  positive  abundance,  are  compara- 
tively of  little  import.  Laws  tending  to  encourage  agriculture,  to 
foster  commerce,  to  withdraw  the  rich  minerals  imbedded  in  the 
earth,  will  always  exert  a  salutary  influence  on  the  national  char- 
acter and  credit  abroad,  beside  the  many  blessings  they  dispense 
at  home.  The  far  interior  of  our  country  abounds  in  mineral  wealth. 
Not  to  secure  that  wealth  from  individual  appropriation,  would  be 
a  lamentable  oversight;  and  to  suffer  such  treasures  to  avail  us 
nothing  in  our  highest  need,  would  be  equally  unwise  and  improvi- 
dent. Hence,  I  would  urge  the  passage  of  a  general  law,  (if  such  do 
not  already  exist,)  reserving  to  the  Republic  all  minerals  of  what- 
ever description;  and  at  the  same  time  would  respectfully  suggest 
the  policy  of  adopting  suitable  measures  by  which  we  may  turn 
them  to  our  early  advantage.  It  is  apparent  to  my  mind,  that  the 
government,  by  a  wise  code  of  laws,  especially  applicable  to  mining, 
aided  by  the  combined  powers  and  active  enterprise  of  corporate 
companies,  could  move  effectually  and  rapidly  bring  these  hidden 
treasures  into  use,  than  the  desultory,  fickle,  and  comparatively 
limited  efforts  of  individual  proprietors  would  be  apt  to  do.  If  the 
government  should  not  find  it  convenient  at  present  to  unite  and 
co-operate  with  such  companies,  she  would  in  all  probability,  experi- 
ence no  diflSculty  in  predicating  a  foreign  loan  commensurate  with 
the  exigencies  on  the  privileges  (properly  restricted,)  which  she 
would  be  able  to  extend  to  energetic  and  enlightened  capitalists. 

Notwithstanding  my  decided  aversion  to  an  onerous  system  of 
taxation,  I  precluded  by  the  actual  necessities  of  the  government 
from  adivsing  any  abatement  in  the  present  rate;  for  I  apprehend 
that  the  revenue  as  now  realized,  is  scarcely  suflScient  to  defray  the 
current  expenses.  The  increased  expenditures  which  must  result 
from  the  necessity  of  defending  our  frontiers  will  render  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  tax  on  land  if  not  augmented  should  at 
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least  be  more  equally  and  uniformly  assessed.  Under  the  operation 
of  the  present  law,  and  in  the  present  inchoate  condition  of  the 
major  part  of  the  land  titles  in  the  country,  but  a  very  small  por- 
tion of  the  lands  owned  by  individuals,  is  liable  to  taxation.  This 
obvious  injustice,  results  from  the  fact,  that  it  has  heretofore  been 
thought  unadvisable  to  issue  patents  to  claimants  of  head  rights,  or 
to  those  entitled  to  bounty  lands.  The  cause  is  properly  removeable 
by  direct  and  pertinent  legislative  action.  To  issue  patents  in  all 
cases,  (and  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Executive  to  discriminate) 
without  nquiring  into  the  many  frauds  which  are  alleged  to  have 
been  practised  before  the  board  of  commissioners,  seems  to  be 
fraught  with  objections;  and  to  withhold  deeds  from  those  justly 
entitled  to  them,  is  plainly  inconsistent  with  the  frankness  which  a 
government  should  always  manifest  towards  its  citizens.  It  is  there- 
fore highly  expedient  that  something  definite  be  done  ih  order  that 
patents  may  issue  in  all  cases;  or  that  some  suitable  measure  be 
devised  and  carried  into  effect,  by  which  the  supposed  impositions 
may  be  detected,  and  the  rights  of  the  country  vindicated.  Until 
the  question  is  finally  adjusted,  the  government  is  deprived  of  the 
revenue  which  she  so  much  needs,  and  which  would  be  raised  from 
her  alienated  lands.  Whatever  the  congress  may  think  proper  to 
order,  this  department  will  execute  without  delay.  The  great  object 
of  taxes  being  to  sustain  the  government  in  its  useful  and  necessary 
action,  will  suggest  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  the  importance  of  one 
plain  system  being  adopted.  It  occcurs  to  the  executive  that  this 
system  should  be  both  simple,  and  coercive  in  its  character ;  that  the 
money  may  be  certainly  had  at  fixed  periods,  to  meet  the  wants  and 
expenditures  of  the  government. 

Besides  other  sources  of  revenue,  I  would  invite  the  congress  to 
the  continuance  of  the  tariff  laws,  with  such  alterations  as  reflection 
and  experience  may  suggest.  The  decided  bias  of  my  mind  is  for 
the  total  abolition  of  all  duties  on  imports,  not  only  because  it  would 
comport  with  that  freedom  of  commerce  so  closely  connected  with 
the  fundamental  rights  of  man,  but  because  it  would  be  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  future  condition  and  policy  of  Texas.  Apprised  of 
the  imposing  authority  by  which  the  system  has  been  maintained 
and  enforced,  as  well  as  of  the  fact,  that  some  nations  owe  their 
wealth  and  public  position  to  an  able  adjustment  of  it,  I  have 
approached  the  subject  with  a  becoming  caution,  and  have  bestowed 
upon  it  that  responsible  reflection  to  which  it  is  entitled.  While  I 
am  aware,  that  by  indirect  taxation  in  the  nature  of  a  tariff,  the 
people  bear  the  burthen  as  consumers  without  scarcely  perceiving 
it,  and  are  exonerated  from  that  general  surveilance,  and  odious 
inquisition,  with  which  the  visits  of  assessors,  and  collectors,  of 
direct  taxation  are  accompanied ;  and  while  I  am  equally  aware  of 
the  derogatory  and  dangerous  influence  which  an  ambitious  executive 
may  be  able  to  bring  to  bear  upon  the  people  through  the  swarms 
of  dependent  officers,  continually  residing  and  acting  among  them, 
yet  still,  I  look  forward  to  a  period,  (I  hope  near  at  hand)  when  we 
shall  be  able,  and  will  find  it  to  be  our  interest,  to  invite  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  to  our  free  and  open  ports.  This,  however  from 
considerations  of  a  high  public  policy,  may  not  be  done  until  our 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  of  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  359 

national  independence  shall  be  generally  acknowledged.  The  radi- 
cal policy  of  Texas  is  anti-tariff,  because  its  commercial  commodi- 
ties are  of  the  raw  material,  which  fears  no  impost  rivalry,  and  pay- 
ing no  contributions  to  manufactories.  Yet  the  immediate  adoption 
of  free  trade,  as  is  proposed  by  many  of  our  citizens,  and  statesmen, 
would  in  the  present  situation  of  our  country,  exhibit  an  apparent 
recklessness  and  imprudence,  which  cduld  not  fail  to  affect  our 
credit  abroad ;  for  it  should  never  be  forgotten,  that  fickleness  and 
instability  in  a  young  government  like  ours,  is  as  destructive  to  its 
character,  as  a  vitiated  currency  is  to  its  wealth,  or  oppression  to  its 
peace.  In  addition  to  this,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  reve- 
nue collected  through  custom-houses  has  been,  and  is  still  our  chief 
dependence  for  sustaining  the  credit  of  our  public  issues,  which  must 
most  certainly  sink  into  a  disastrous  and  degrading  depreciation  with 
the  repeal  cf  the  imposts.  Indeed  if  we  abolish  the  tariff  in  the 
present  impoverished  condition  of  the  treasury,  the  government  will 
be  left  destitute  of  the  means  of  sustaining  itself,  during  the  interval 
of  collecting  the  necessary  fund  by  direct  taxation,  or  raising  it  on 
foreign  loans,  which,  in  either  case,  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, will  require  several  months  to  effect;  and  this  destitution 
of  means,  "will  occur  at  a  moment,  when  the  energies  of  the  govern- 
ment are  demanded  for  frontier  defence.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  feel  constrained  to  ask  of  the  honorable  congress  a  continuance  of 
the  tariff  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  until  other  sources  of 
wealth,  and  revenue,  shall  be  opened  for  supplying  the  treasury,  and 
defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  government. 

There  is  no  one  subject  in  the  whole  range  of  political  economy 
that  carries  with  it  a  more  universal  and  intense  interest,  then  that 
of  the  circulating  medium,  and  none  is  more  worthy  the  immediate 
and  profound  attention  of  Congress.  The  necessity  of  adopting  some 
practical  mode  of  supplying  the  general  demand  for  money,  which 
will  combine  convenience  with  security,  is  felt  every  where,  and  by 
all  classes.  The  insufficiency  of  the  present  means,  is  too  obvious  to 
be  longer  relied  upon.  As  a  temporary  expedient,  it  has  answered 
a  valuable  purpose;  but  experience  already  admonishes  us,  that  to 
urge  it  further,  or  to  continue  it  longer,  would  be  equally  injudicious 
and  prejudicial.  If  the  unavailing  efforts  of  England,  France,  and 
the  United  States,  to  give  confidence  and  a  uniform  circulation  to 
inconvertible  paper  as  the  representative  of  money,  were  not  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  its  impracticability;  the  present  depreciation  of 
our  own  promissory  notes,  gives  a  testimony  that  is  calculated  to 
for<?e  conviction  upon  the  judgment  of  every  citizen.  The  exchequer 
bills  of  England,  the  assignats  of  France,  and  the  treasury  bills  of 
the  United  States,  furnish  memorable  examples  of  the  inability  of. 
the  most  powerful  and  opulent  governments,  to  establish  a  good 
practical  circulating  medium  on  their  own  credit  alone,  without  the 
facilities  of  prompt  redemption.  The  precious  metals  are  the  only 
unform  standard  of  value;  and  no  paper  representative  can  acquire 
general  confidence,  and  answer  the  legitimate  purposes  of  trade, 
unless  it  be  convertible  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder  into  gold  or 
silver;  for  there  are  occasions  constantly  arising  in  the  fluctuations 
of  business,  when  nothing  else  than  specie,  or  its  actual  convertible 
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representative  will  satisfy  the  demands,  or  supply  the  absolute  neces- 
sities of  creditors. 

To  remedy  the  many  inconveniencies  incident  to  a  cumbersome 
metalic  currency  and  to  furnish  greater  facilities  to  operations  in 
money,  banks  have  been  incorporated  in  all  countries  where  com- 
merce has  flourished,  or  agriculture  has  prospered  beyond  the  imme- 
diate wants  of  a  simple  predial  existence.  The  experiment  of  bank- 
ing has  been  fully  tested  by  experience,  and  the  almost  universal 
adoption  of  the  expedient  affords  abundant  and  incontrovertible 
evicfence  of  its  general  utility  and  adaptation  to  the  wants  and  con- 
venience of  men.  But  great  diversity  of  opinion  exists  in  regard  to 
the  various  modes  of  creating,  and  organizing,  and  managing  such 
institutions.  To  my  mind  the  objections  to  private  incorporated 
banks  far  tianscend  in  practical  importance  any  useful  purposes  they 
may  have,  or  are  likely  to  fulfil.  In  respect  to  them,  our  experience 
is  large,  full  and  direct.  That  many  of  them  have  been  extensively 
1  eneficial,  is  without  doubt ;  that  in  general  they  have  been  productive 
of  more  evil  than  good,  and  have  exerted  a  pernicious  influence  on 
society,  is  no  less  clear.  The  examples  furnished  in  the  United 
States,  are  within  the  recollection  of  every  citizen,  and  they  address 
their  monitory  voice  with  peculiar  force  to  our  judgment.  There, 
among  a  kindred  people,  incorporated  banking  companies  have  been 
created,  endowed  and  cherished  every  variety  of  form  and  modifica- 
tion of  structure.  In  the  early  stages  of  their  operations,  the  system 
was  warmly  commended  to  the  people  at  large,  by  the  additional 
capital  which  it  seemed  to  create,  and  the  consequent  impetus  it 
gave  to  all  kinds  of  business.  Industry  and  enterprise  in  all  the 
vocations  of  life  derived  new  vigor  and  encouragement  from  the 
abundant  facilities  which  the  free  circulation  and  easy  access  of  a 
professedly  redeemable  bank  presented  to  them;  and  the  nation 
sprang  forward  in  prosperity  amidst  the  general  jubilee  of  individual 
excitation.  But  in  process  of  time,  as  the  banks  multiplied  in  num- 
bers, and  their  paper  spread  over  the  land,  expelling  every  dollar  of 
specie  from  circulation,  the  flattering  scene  changed,  and  a  paralyz- 
ing revulsion  ensued.  The  factitious  subsitutes  for  money  proved  in 
many  instances  inconvertible,  and  not  unfrequently,  fraudulent  and 
worthless.  The  issues  of  the  best  and  soundest  banks,  depreciated  a 
short  distance  from  their  own  locality;  the  entire  currency  of  the 
country  lost  the  public  confidence,  and  universal  embarrassment  and 
wide  spread  ruin  succeeded.  The  first  considerable  revolution  in  the 
monetary  system  gave  rise  to  a  strict  scrutiny  into  the  nature  and 
capacities  of  banks ;  and  it  was  soon  discovered  that  private  incor- 
porations were  essentially  unsuitable ;  liable  to  be  influenced  by  the 
vile  artifices  of  corrupt  speculators,  and  were  altogether  inadequate 
to  supply  the  general  wants  of  the  community.  That  however  sound 
may  be  their  basis,  and  wise  their  management,  they  can  never  inspire 
and  sustain  a  universal  confidence,  nor  secure  a  remote  and  uniform 
currency  to  their  issues.  That  their  credit  being  local,  the  benefits 
they  confered  were  necessarily  limited.  To  correct  these  disabilities 
by  increasing  the  number  of  the  local  banks,  would  be  extending  ^^^ 
countless  evils  incident  to  such  institutions,  without  effecting  a 
remedy,  or  attaining  the  great  object  in  view ;  for  in  the  same  ratio 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  of  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  361 

as  the  banks  increased  in  number,  the  par  circulation  of  their  bills 
diminished  in  distance;  and  the  difficultes  of  commercial  exchanges 
became  the  more  vexatious  and  burdensome.  The  utmost  capabilities 
of  private  incorporated  banks  were  ascertained  to  be  defective  and 
utterly  incompetent  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  country.  For  the 
great  desideratum  in  domestic  finances,  in  a  sound  and  uniform 
currency,  which  shall  pervade  the  whole  body  politic,  even  as  in 
pysies,  vital  blood  pervades  the  human  system. 

These  practical  developments,  conspiring  with  the  many  radical, 
imposing,  and  popular  objections  to  all  private  banking  incorporations 
in  that  country  turned  the  attention  of  her  ablest  statesmen  to  a 
national  institution,  as  the  cnly  effectual  means  of  attaining  safety, 
uniformity,  and  free  circulation  throughout  the  Republic — the  legiti- 
mate ends  of  a  representative  paper  currency.  Accordingly,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  a  National  bank  was  established;  and  its  powerful  efficacy 
was  soon  manifested  in  the  restoration  of  a  sound  and  redeemable 
paper  currency,  and  the  revival  of  general  confidence.  The  difficul- 
ties that  had  involved  the  whole  commercial  population,  and  those 
dependent  upon  it,  in  frequent  and  distressing  bankruptcy,  were 
rapidly  dissipated  and  forgotten :  and  the  country  was  blessed  to  an 
extraordinary  extent,  with  a  safe  and  convenient  medium  of  exchange 
betiivcen  the  remotest  parts  of  its  territory,  and  even  between  them 
and  the  leading  commercial  nations  of  the  world.  New  hopes,  and 
activity  were  infused  into  e\'ery  department  of  business. — The  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  the  merchant,  and  those  of  the  learned  professions,  all 
experienced  its  renovating  and  salutary  influence.  And  the  govern- 
ment itself,  not  only  participated  in  these  aggregate  benefits,  but 
found  in  the  bank  a  fiscal  agent,  adequate  to  all  its  financial  ex- 
igencies. The  minor  and  local  banks  were  brought  under  a  wholesome 
restraint,  and  compelled  to  confine  their  issues  within  their  appro- 
priate spheres.  Such  of  them  as  were  insolvent  from  adversity  or 
mismanagement,  withdrew  from  the  hopeless  competition;  and  those 
which  had  originated  in  fraud  and  corrupt  speculation,  were  detected, 
exposed,  and  in  most  cases  arrested  in  their  course  of  iniquity  and 
imiposture.  The  temporary  embarassments  which  resulted  from  the 
contraction,  the  withdrawal,  or  the  insolvent  dissolution  of  the  local 
banks  were  speedily  repaired;  and  the  partial  derangements  in  busi- 
iie5«  were  restored  and  succeeded  by  a  wholesome  and  universal  cir- 
culation of  uniform,  sound,  and  easily  convertible  currency,  which 
^was  passed  and  received  with  unhesitating  confidence. 

With  the  recent  overthrow  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  we  as 
a  distinct  people,  have  nothing  to  do,  and  should  forbear  to  pass  any 
stricture  upon  it.  Our  political  organization  is  essentially  different 
from  theirs,  and  exempts  us  from  many  abstruse  and  harrassing  ques- 
tions of  internal  policy,  which  have  seriously  vexed,  and  too  sensibly 
attenuated  the  bands  of  that  illustrious  union.  Our  government  is 
one.  and  integral ;  and  admits  of  no  exciting  conflicts  of  state  rights 
and  federal  powers.  It  acts  upon  and  controls  the  domestic  and 
minute  internal  policy,  as  well  as  the  general  and  foreign  relations 
of  the  country,  and  can  never  be  rightf ull  contravened  or  annulled  in 
the  exercise  of  its  functions  except  as  it  may  impair,  abuse,  or  neglect 
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the  general  interests,  or  violate  the  inherent  and  reserved  rights  of  in- 
dividuals. To  Texas,  a  National  Bank,  properly  constituted,  would 
sustain  very  different,  and  much  more  simple  relations,  than  it  could 
do,  by  any  ingenuity  in  its  conformation  under  that  grand,  but  com- 
plex system  of  government.  And  as  its  relations  to  the  country 
would  be  more  simple,  and  less  exposed  to  perversion,  or  to  cavil, 
so  its  operations  would  naturally  be  more  uniform,  harmonious,  and 
beneficial. 

In  contemplation  of  these  and  many  other  reasons  which  might  be 
added,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend  to  you  the  early  establish- 
ment of  a  strictly  national  Bank,  which  shall  be  the  exclusive  property, 
and  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  republic.  An  admixture  of 
private  interests  would  embarrass  its  operations,  without  bringing 
equivalent  advantages  to  the  institution.  Such  a  bank  incorporated 
for  a  suitable  term  of  years,  founded  on  a  specific  hypothecation  of  a 
competent  portion  of  the  public  domain,  which  should  be  immediately 
appropriated  to  that  purpose ;  with  the  additional  guarantee  of  the 
plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  and  an  adequate  deposit  of  specie  in  its 
vaults,  would,  it  is  confidently  beleived,  confer  many  eminent  and 
continued  blessings  upon  the  country.  It  would  furnish  an  inunediate 
and  complete  remedy  for  the  existing  pecuniary  difficulties,  which 
result  entirely  from  the  insufficiency  and  depreciation  of  our  present 
circulating  medium.  A  well  digested  project  of  such  an  institution, 
when  fully  propounded  to,  and  understood  by  the  people,  cannot  fail 
to  propitiate  a  very  general  approbation,  and  to  enlist  the  national 
pride  of  a  large  majority  of  our  fellow  citizens.  And  an  institution 
having  all  the  elements  of  usefulness  and  prosperity  in  itself,  and 
sustained  by  the  confidence  and  affections  of  an  enlightened  people, 
can  scarcely  be  supposed  capable  of  degenerating  into  an  instrument 
of  fraud,  or  of  oppresion;  or  failing  to  realize  the  benefits  expected 
from  it.  The  triple  security  it  would  offer  to  its  creditors,  is  of  the 
highest  character,  of  the  most  indubitable  responsibility ;  for  it  is  an 
approved  maxim,  that  real-estate  affords  the  best  possible  guarantee 
for  the  ultimate  payment  of  a  debt.  The  pledge  of  the  nation's  faith 
will  give  peculiar  solemnity  and  increased  confidence  to  its  obligations; 
and  a  competent  deposit  of  specie  will  always  be  present,  or  presently 
attainable,  to  answer  the  contingent  and  occasional  demands  for  that 
article.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  real  estate  is  not  sufficiently  commutable 
or  transitive,  to  answer  the  ordinary  and  daily  purposes  of  commerce 
and  of  exchange.  These  can  be  accomplished  only  by  specie  itself,  or  by 
that  active  and  undoubted  credit,  of  which  a  known  and  sufficient 
deposit  of  the  metals,  or  something  eqivalent  to  them  is  the  proper 
basis.  It  is  believed  the  proposed  bank  would  be  amply  furnished 
with  their  equivalent  —  and  to  all  necessary  extent,  with  the  actual 
metallic  deposit  itself.  It  is  evident,  that  a  Bank  so  constituted,  the 
exclusive  property  of  a  stable  and  popular  government  and  combining 
the  three  guarantees,  of  land,  specie,  and  the  public  faith,  would  not 
require  to  retain  in  its  vaults  as  larpe  a  proportion  of  dormant  capital 
as  is  acknowledged  to  be  indispensable  to  the  safe  conduct  of  a  private 
institution.  An  ordinary  corporate  bank,  renders  no  other  security 
for  the*  redemption  of  its  issues,  than  the  actual  corporate  capital 
which  is  supposed  to  consist  in  a  given  deposit  of  the  precious  metals. 
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and  the  resulting  credits.  And  these,  aided  by  the  responsibility  of 
its  directors  and  executive  officers,  constitute  its  only  claim  to  public 
confidence.  It  is  not  singular,  that  a  confidence  so  founded,  should  be 
gometimes  abused.  The  avidity  for  gain  of  unprincipled  private 
speculators,  who  often  have,  and  will  control  such  banks,  will  violate 
and  betray  the  most  sacred  confidence ;  and  unavoidable  circumstances 
will  sometimes  produce  similar  calamities  without  the  supervention  of 
morid  guilt.  A  slight  revulsion  in  the  commercial  exchanges  of  the 
coimtry,  or  a  sudden  fluctuation  of  the  markets,  is  sufficient  to  create 
a  panic,  and  induce  a  run  upon  such  a  bank ;  and  if  the  demand  for 
specie  is  not  promptly  satisfied,  suspicions  are  awakened ;  public  con- 
fidence is  lost;  and  a  formal  suspension  or  final  disruption  ensues. 
But  is  is  not  so  with  a  bank  established  on  the  public  faith,  guaran- 
teed by  an  ample  pledge  of  rich  and  fertile  lands,  and  conducted  by 
the  fiducial,  are  frequently  elected  agents  of  the  whole  people. 

It  would  be  very  practicable  for  the  National  Bank  of  Texas  to 
enter  into  such  arrangements  with  some  known,  stable  and  trust- 
worthy bank,  or  banks  of  the  United  States,  (and  it  may  be  of 
Europe)  as  would  secure  to  it 'ever  communicable  facility  for  manag- 
ing the  foreign  exchanges  of  the  county,  and  of  imparting  to  its  citi- 
zens a  cheap,  expeditious,  and  safe  transition  of  their  funds  to  and 
from  the  remotest  point  of  their  dealings.  Such  transactions  are 
familiar  to  merchants,  and  it  only  requires  capital,  or  a  plenary  con- 
fidence which  is  equivalent,  to  perfect  them,  without  any  costly  and 
laborious  transportation  of  gold  and  silver.  For  this  purpose,  it  is 
plain  to  the  minds  of  all  business  men,  that  a  large  and  continuous 
capital  of  specie  would  not  be  necessary.  To  regulate  and  make  uni- 
form the  domestic  exchanges  would  be  equally  facile.  The  bank  would 
of  course  be  extended  by  branches,  established  at  every  convenient 
and  suitable  part  of  the  Republic.  Each  of  these  branches  would  pos- 
sess the  same  general  confidence,  as  it  would  partake  of  the  same 
guarantees  with  the  mother  institution,  and  the  bills  issued  by  one 
branch,  would  be  redeemable  at  any  other,  or  at  the  principal  bank 
at  the  seat  of  government. 

When  the  bank  shall  have  fully  gone  into  operation,  and  developed 
its  satisfactory  influences  on  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the  country, 
from  the  largest  fiscal,  to  the  minutest  individual  concern,  by  dis- 
pensing a  sound  circulating  medium,  which  will  be  always  commuta- 
ble  into  specie  without  discount  or  inconvenience,  it  is  hardly  con- 
ceivable that  any  fortuitous  combination  of  events  could  occasion  an 
extensive  demand  for  the  metals.  The  ordinary  current  wants  of  the 
country  would  be  regularly  supplied ;  and  it  is  not  probable  that  any 
respectable  merchant,  or  other  capitalist,  would  risk  his  character 
either  to  gratify  his  spleen  or  his  avarice,  by  getting  up  a  captious 
run  on  a  sound,  and  solvent  bank,  which  involves  the  reciprocal  rela- 
tions of  citizens  and  country,  and  is  an  object  of  universal  patriotic 
pride  pride  [sic]  and  endearment.  That  this  National  bank  being 
wisely  administered,  in  a  spirit  of  uprightness  and  impartiality,  would 
so  draw  to  itself  the  lively  affections  of  the  people,  is  not  a  suggestion 
of  fancy,  but  of  nature.  The  capitol  of  the  institution  would  belong 
to  the  people  at  large ;  each  one  of  whom  would  be,  and  feel  himself, 
a  eo-operator  in  the  establishment,  and  an  actual,  though  indefinite 
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stockholder.  The  profits  and  avails  would  be  employed  plainly  and 
directly  for  their  benefit;  and  these  miirht  reasonably  be  expected  to 
diminish,  and  ultimately  to  abolish  the  whole  tariff  of  duties,  and 
internal  taxation. —  Somewhat  similar  experiments  have  been  tried 
in  other  countries,  and  there  desirable  results  have  been  effected,  or 
are  in  fair  progress  toward  realization.  Let  us  then  listen  to  the  voice 
of  experience.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  many  years  ago  established 
a  State  institution,  by  whose  powerful  aprency,  and  an  equitable  ap- 
propriation of  its  dividents,  she  has  greatly  lessened  the  burthens  of 
her  internal  taxes.  Alabama  has  more  recently  created  a  similar 
Bank,  and  is  rapidly  approximating  to  an  entire  freedom  from  the 
odious  and  too  often  impertinent  surveilance  of  the  tax-eatherer. 
The  State  of  Georgia  has  also,  by  banking  en  her  surplus  treasury, 
been  able  to  dispense  extensive  blessings  by  the  furtherance  of  public 
institutions  of  various  kinds;  and  has  so  conducted  her  fiscal  affairs, 
through  the  efficiency  and  integrity  of  her  public  agents,  that  her 
Treasury  bank  continued  to  redeem  its  issues  vr\ih  the  precious  metals, 
during  the  late  universal  suspension  of  specie  payments.  The  citi- 
zens of  these  States  regard  with  a  just  and  patriotic  pride  their  re- 
spective institutions;  and  I  doubt  not  that  w^hen  such  a  Bank  as  I 
propose  shall  be  put  in  successful  operation  in  Texas,  the  people  of 
this  country  will  hail  it  with  a  pleasure  which  derives  some  zest  from 
considerations  of  a  laudable  self  interest. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  national  industry  of  Texas  for  ages  to  come, 
will  be  principally  devoted  to  agriculture  and  commerce.  Wliile 
her  staple  agricultura-l  products  find  abundant  markets  in  foreign 
countries,  she  will  have  few  inducements  to  direct  her  labor  into 
other  channels.  Her  manufactures  will  be  confined  to  a  few  articles 
of  primary  necessity.,  while  the  great  mass  of  her  population  will 
receive  a  rich  reward  for  their  labor,  in  the  culture  of  her  generous 
and  untiring  soil.  In  order  to  render  the  proposed  bank  as  exten- 
sively beneficial  as  possible,  its  accommodations  to  individuals  should 
be  so  dispensed  as  to  correspond  with  their  respective  wants,  and 
the  peculiarity  of  their  employment.  The  merchant  whose  capital 
is  usually  active,  and  frequently  tangible  in  the  form  of  money;  and 
who  from  the  nature  of  his  business  is  peculiarly  liable  to  sudden 
vicissitudes,  does  not  require  his  paper  to  be  discounted  for  a  long 
term  of  time.  His  securities  would,  in  general,  be  personal,  by 
endorsement,  and  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  exact  from  him  an 
hypothecation  of  real  estate ;  for  it  is  essential  to  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  his  business  to  avoid  the  acquisition  of  property  so  incon- 
vertible as  uncultivated  lands.  The  planter  or  farmer  is  very  diflFer- 
ently  situated.  His  property  consists  chiefly  in  lands,  slaves,  and 
live  stock.  His  financial  operations  are  more  tardy,  less  fluctuating, 
and  exposed  to  fewer  hazards.  Ilis  means  of  payments  accrue  from 
his  crops,  and  are  realized  only  once  in  the  year.  To  him,  there- 
fore, a  longer  period  of  accommodation  would  be  neeessar>%  and 
mioht  safely  be  extended.  But  this  extension  of  time  would  also 
make  it  proper  to  require  permanent  security  by  mortgages  on  his 
real  estate;  which  mortgages  might  be  so  regulated  by  law  as  to 
obviate  the  common  objection  of  their  being  abused  to  purposes 
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of  oppression  and  fraud.  In  its  transactions  with  citizens  of  other 
pursuits,  the  bank  would  be  governed  by  such  prudential  considera- 
tions, as  each  particular  applica-tion  would  suggest  As  one  of  the 
primary  objects  of  the  institution  would  be  to  call  forth  agricultural 
efforts  in  the  production  of  the  staple  commodities  of  our  country, 
until  which  is  done,  neither  commerce  nor  any  other  branches  of 
industry  can  flourish,  it  might  be  well  to  direct  and  order  the  dispen- 
sation of  its  facilities  to  be  made  in  every  section  of  the  Republic, 
in  proportion  to  population.  A  National  Bank  should  also  be  made 
the  depository  of  all  public  moneys,  derived  from  whatever  source, 
and  should  such  an  one  as  is  here  proposed  be  established,  a  special 
law  should  make  it  the  duty  of  all  officers,  whether  directly  of  the 
government,  or  immediately  of  the  counties,  and  all  receivers  of 
public  money,  to  deposit  a-U  moneys  due  to  the  Republic,  which 
shall  come  into  their  hands,  in  the  bank,  or  one  of  its  branches, 
within  a  given  time,  under  suitable  penalties  for  defalcation.  And 
it  should  be  further  provided,  that  no  public  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Bank  or  its  branches,  except  by  a  proper  order  from  the 
Treasurey  department. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  judicious  and  practical  organization 
of  such  an  institution,  is  the  provision  which  should  be  made  for 
its  wise  and  equitable  administration.  This  will  be  effected  by 
selecting  its  principal  officers,  and  its  directory,  from  the  honest  and 
efficient  business  men  of  the  country,  without  reference  to  their 
particular  callings,  or  political  opinions,  in  such  a  manner  as  will 
command  the  confidence  of  the  people.  If  they  be  thus  chosen, 
none  need  fear  its  faithful  management,  nor  need  the  most  jealous 
friends  of  our  political  institutions  be  alarmed  at  its  party  influence 
over  the  government.  In  making  these  appointments,  while  securing 
a  proper  responsibility  to  the  government,  and  the  people,  we  should 
keep  in  view,  the  necessity  of  guarding,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
officers  of  the  bank,  from  that  slavish  dependence  upon  popular 
will,  which  might  affect  their  integrity,  or  warp  their  actions;  for 
it  will  often  happen  that  the  best  officers  of  such  an  institution, 
will  render  themselves  obnoxious  to  popular  odium  by  their  firmness 
in  resisting  those  who  would  lavish  the  favors  of  the  bank  with  an 
indiscriminate  and  unsparing  hand.  This  dager  probably,  cannot 
be  entirely  provided  aga-inst,  but  one  of  its  greatest  safeguards  may 
be  found  in  the  division  of  the  whole  number  of  directors  into 
three  sections,  and  requiring  one  division  to  go  out  of  office  every 
year,  without  eligibility  to  re-election  for^  three  years  after  the  expira- 
tion of  their  term  of  service.  By  this  regulation,  independent  men 
will  always  be  found  at  the  board  of  directors,  acquainted  with  the 
management  of  the  bank,  who  may  save  it  alike  from  the  influence 
of  party,  and  the  improper  bestowal  of  accommodation.  In  making 
these  appointments,  my  own  impression  is,  that  the  directors  who  are 
to  regulate  and  control  the  affairs  of  an  institution,  thus  established 
upon  the  funds,  and  credit  of  the  government,  should  be  elected 
by  congress  upon  the  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houses,  for  the  reasons, 
that  being  selected  from  various  portions  of  the  republic,  the  qualifi- 
cations and  integrity  of  candida-tes  would  be  better  known  to   the 
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appointing  power,  and  their  oflScial  responsibility  to  the  people  would 
be  augmented  by  receiving  oflSce  from  their  immediate  representatives. 
But  the  appointment  of  the  two  principal  officers  in  the  direct  man- 
agement and  operations  of  the  bank,  (the  president  and  cashier,) 
upon  whose  unbending  honesty,  and  business  talents,  the  safety 
of  the  institution  must  greatly  depend,  should  be  thrown  upon  as 
few  persons  as  possible.  When  the  election  of  such  officers  is  made 
by  joint  ballot  from  candidates  who  may  present  themselves  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  it  is  needless  to  disguise  the  fact,  that 
many  influences  emanating  from  the  good,  as  well  as  the  more  selfish 
feelings  of  the  human  heart,  might  direct  them  in  their  choice,  to  the 
injury,  if  not  utter  ruin  of  the  institution  for  the  benefit  of  which 
they  were  acting.  Besides,  we  all  know  that  individual  responsibility 
is  lessened,  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  who  are  brought  to  act 
on  a  given  subject,  and  in  making  appointments  so  vitally  impor- 
tant to  the  safety  of  an  institution  in  which  the  whole  country  will 
have  so  deep  an  interest,  it  may  be  well  to  throw  upon  the  individuals 
in  whom  the  power  of  appointment  is  made  to  vest,  a  responsibility 
in  some  degree  commensurate  with  the  importance  of  the  objects 
to  be  secured.  It  would  perhaps  be  equally  dangerous  to  entrust 
the  power  of  appointment  to  a  single  person;  for  being  single  he 
would  be  more  obnoxious  to  corruption.  There  is  then  but  one 
alternative  between  the  two  modes,  and  that  is  a  middle  as  well  as 
safe  ground,  which  will  confer  the  right  of  nomination  upon  the 
president,  and  leave  the  power  of  appointment  to  the  Senate.  The 
jealous  scrutiny  of  that  body  will  at  all  times  operate  as  a  powerful 
and  sufficient  check  upon  the  abuse  of  executive  power.  The  subordi- 
nate officers,  may  be  chosen  by  the  board  of  directors  or  in  any 
other  manner  which  after  experience  may  dictate.  It  would  be 
superfluous  to  remark,  that  a  supervisory  power  of  investigating  the 
affairs  and  controlling  the  bank,  should  be  retained  by  the  national 
legislature.  The  immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  who  are 
the  actual  and  beneficiary  stockholders  should  be  enabled  to  restrain 
all  imprudent  excesses  or  abuses  into  which  the  board  of  directors 
might  be  betrayed ;  and  should  maintain  a  vigilant  and  predominant 
supervision  of  all  their  acts ;  and  essentially  control  the  whole  circulat- 
ing medium  of  the  country.  Such  a  power  can  be  no  where  so  safely 
lodged  as  in  the  hands  of  a  free  people. 

I  have  spoken  at  some  length  on  this  subject  because  I  feel  strongly 
impressed  with  its  importance.  The  control  of  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  country,  is  as  necessary  to  its  salutary  administration,  as  is 
that  of  any  other  department  of  its  interests.  If  banking  powers 
be  valuable  in  promoting  an  equal  and  safe  circulation,  then  it  is 
obvious  that  it  belongs  to  the  government  to  direct  and  superintend 
the  distribution  and  exercise  of  those  powers.  It  is  a  portion,  and  one 
of  peculiar  interest  too,  of  the  sovereign  authority;  and  to  surrender 
it  into  the  hands  of  a  few  private,  and  in  a  political  sense,  irrespon- 
sible individuals,  would  be  as  repugnant  to  the  true  spirit  of  our  insti- 
tutions, as  to  subject  the  management  of  the  war  or  navy  departments 
to  such  partial  and  unpledged  hands.  Private  corporations,  like  pri- 
vate individuals,  may  have  interests  .diverse  and  incompatible  with 
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the  nation^s,  and  have  as  little  right  to  be  made  the  fiducial  agents  of 
the  government.  If  it  be  proper  to  extend  franchises  to  one  class  of 
our  fellow  citizens,  comprehending  generally  but  few  in  number,  why 
may  they  not  be  claimed  by  all ;  and  why  throw  impediments  in  the 
way  of  any  man's  participating  in  them?  If  a  few  men  may  become 
bankers,  and  throw  their  equivocal  and  precarious  paper  currency 
upon  the  community ;  why  not  let  every  man  be  a  banker,  and  abandon 
your  circulating  medium  to  the  illimitable  cupidity  of  private  specu- 
lation? The  planter,  the  mechanic  and  the  laborer,  are  as  much 
entitled  to  the  immunities  and  privileges  of  the  government,  as  the 
speculator,  or  the  money  dealer.  Let  all  trades  be  free.  Let  all  rights 
be  equal.  The  constitution  has  so  ordained  it,  and  so  let  us  carry  it 
into  practice.  The  fostering  hand  of  legislation  should  be  extended 
to  all  classes  of  society.  Each  individual  of  a  patriotic  people,  cher- 
ishes, supports,  and  defends  the  government;  and  none  have  a 
peculiar  and  exclusive  claim  to  rewards  or  privileges  in  the  exercise 
of  their  industry.  If  banking  be  profitable,  let  that  profit  enure  to  the 
republic.  If  the  people  must  pay  an  interest  for  the  use  of  money 
to  facilitate  their  legitimate  operations,  let  them  bestow  their  sacri- 
flees,  not  upon  the  mercena-ry,  but  where  it  will  promote  the  public 
welfare,  and  in  the  process  of  time  revert  to  their  own  advantage. 

I  therefore  solemnly  adjure  the  honorable  congress  that  they  will 
withhold  their  sanction  from  all  applications  for  banking  privileges; 
and  in  no  wise  permit  any  private  interests  to  be  commingled  in  the 
great  national  institution  to  which  I  have  invited  their  consideration. 

Ours  is  the  age  of  mind,  brought  into  active,  and  vigorous  utility, 
as  exemplified  in  the  various  inventions,  improvements,  and  the  gen- 
eral advancement  of  all  the  arts  of  peace  and  civilization.  The  pur- 
suits and  habits  of  mankind,  as  well  as  the  destinies  of  nations,  are 
undergoing  a  rapid  and  essential  change  by  the  mastery  achieved  over 
the  elements,  and  the  subjection  of  the  herculean  powers  of  nature 
to  the  purposes  of  life.  Nor  have  the  principles  of  free  government 
remained  stationary  a-midst  this  great  intellectual  progression;  for 
our  democratic  institutions  have  spread,  and  are  still  extending  their 
humanizing  and  ennobling  influences  over  distant  and  benighted 
people,  who  have  long  been  the  victims  of  despotic  sway,  inspiring 
them  with  those  elevated  feelings  of  equality  and  justice  so  essential 
to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  world,  and  which  we  fondly  hope  will 
continue  to  widen  and  strengthen  with  the  growth  of  knowledge,  until 
they  shall  be  so  consolidated  against  hereditary  power  as  to  form  a 
strictly  American  continental  policy,  as  contra  distinguished  from  that 
of  European  dynasties.  We  should  stand  admonished  by  the  spirit 
of  the  times,  to  push  forward  with  becoming  energy  and  zeal,  in  what- 
ever is  connected  with  the  stability  and  glory  of  government,  and  the 
dignity  and  happiness  of  man.  Texas  is  the  youngest  among  the 
family  of  nations,  and  may  be  justly  pronounced  the  fairest,  and  the 
freest,  inasmuch  as  she  stands  unblemished  in  her  conduct,  and  is 
unencumbered  with  the  checks  and  qualifications  which  neutralize 
the  true  principles  of  liberty.  To  you,  gentlemen,  the  preservation 
of  her  honor,  and  the  promotion  of  her  interests,  have  been  confided 
by  the  highest  of  all  hiunan  authority,  the  sovereignty  of  the  people. 
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Let  not  her  example  in  your  hands  prove  faithless  to  the  prolific  era 
of  her  creation ;  but  with  holy  motives  and  an  arm  of  vigor  execute 
her  lofty  designs.  Providence  has  placed  her  before  you  a  perfect 
blank,  ready  to  receive  the  finest,  or  the  worst  impressions.  You  may 
shape  her  to  the  noblest  purposes,  or  work  her  to  the  most  debasing 
and  pernicious  ends.  You  may  cherish  the  high  principles  of  purity 
and  virtue,  and  by  so  doing  render  yourselves  the  just  creditors 
to  your  country,  and  the  rich  testators  of  future  generations;  or  you 
may  imbue  her  with  sinister  habits,  immerse  her  in  corruption,  and 
arrest  from  her  laurels  she  has  axquired  by  her  chivalry  and  heroism. 
How  bri^rht  the  horizon  before  you !  How  strong  the  incentives  to 
virtue,  honor,  and  patriotism!  As  yet  her  praries  are  unploughed: 
her  forests  are  unfelled;  her  mines  unexplored;  and  indeed  all  her 
various  springs  of  wealth  and  industry  untouched  and  undeveloped. 
Is  she  not  also  unstained  by  corruption;  unbenighted  by  ignorance 
and  superstition ;  unpolluted  by  party  passions  and  proscriptive  fan- 
aticism; with  no  prejudices  to  mislead  her;  no  long  established  cus- 
toms to  combat;  no  false  steps  to  retrace,  nor  pernicious  institutions 
to  eradicate?  Has  she  no^  the  confidence  of  all  civilized  countries, 
with  a  pure  and  friendly  government  on  the  one  side,  and  a  feeble 
enemy  on  the  other?  What  country  then  could  exhibit  so  naked  and 
so  fine  a  field  for  the  exertion  of  genius,  art  and  enterprise—  for 
the  aspirations  of  the  good  and  the  policy  of  the  wuso?  And  should 
we  not  be  proud  of  the  enviable  power  which  Providence  has  given 
to  us,  of  forming  the  character  of  such  a  nation;  of  awaking  her 
slumbering  energies,  and  laying  the  foundation  of  those  noble  institu- 
tions which  are  to  give  visor  to  the  mind  of  her  people,  and  freedom 
to  their  action?  Let  us  then,  gentlemen,  duly  appreciate  the  privi- 
leges of  our  peculiar  position — let  us  not  lose  the  opportunity  which 
God  has  given  us  of  doing  good —  but  let  us  love  our  country,  and 
looking  with  a  single  eye  to  her  glory  and  greatness —  do  whatever 
wisdom  and  experience  may  suggest  for  the  spread  of  knowledge, 
virtue,  and  the  useful  arts;  arid  for  the  development  of  those  vast 
resources  which  are  slumbering  in  her  mountains,  and  lying  dormant 
in  the  germinating  power  of  her  soil.  In  a  word,  let  us  sacrifice  all 
narrow-minded  selfishness  upon  the  hallowed  altar  of  patriotism,  and 
by  an  energetic  and  enlightened  discharge  of  the  trusts  confided  to 
us,  elevate  our  young  Republic  into  that  proud  rank  which  her  unriv- 
alled beauty  and  unbounded  wealth  entitle  her  to  take  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

As  yet  Texas  has  been  comparatively  spared  from  the  crudeness 
of  department,  and  that  clash  of  strife  and  passion,  which  too  often 
characterize  incipient  and  frontier  countries. —  Indeed,  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances,  from  the  dawn  of  the  revolution  up  to 
the  present  period  she  has  maintained  a  dignity,  sobriety,  and  har- 
mony which  might  stand  as  an  example  to  older  and  longer  estab- 
lished governments.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  she  will  still  continue 
in  the  same  ennobling  course ;  and  that  her  citizens  will  persevere  in 
the  practice  of  that  amity  and  forbearance,  which  distinguish  the 
brave  of  all  countries,  and  is  so  closely  associated  with  the  most  ele- 
vated virtues.     But  to  you,  gentlemen,  it  is  unnecessary  to  appeal 
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in  furtherance  of  refined  courtesy,  and  honest  legislation.  The  influ- 
ence of  passion  upon  the  mind  is  to  destroy  deliberation,  and  unfit 
the  representatives  of  the  people  for  the  prompt  and  just  discharge 
of  those  duties  which  their  constituents  have  a  right  to  demand,  and 
which  the  situation  of  the  country  imperiously  requires.  At  the  pres- 
ent session  you  may  expect  to  be  thrown  into  a  trying  and  highly 
responsible  situation.  Questions  of  the  greatest  magnitude,  vitally 
affecting  the  future  destiny  of  the  country,  will  have  to  undergo 
investigation  and  discussion,  and  these  debates  assuming  a  correspond- 
ing degree  of  animation  and  independence,  may  precipitate  the  ardent 
and  unguarded  mind  into  a  dangerous  zeal  and  passionate  excess, 
incompatible  with  the  dictates  of  social  order  and  enlightened  policy. 
I  must  therefore  respectfully  urge  on  your  part  an  abstraction  from 
whatever  may  have  a  tendency  to  produce  unnecessary  warmth  or 
excitement,  as  absolutely  essential  to  valuable  deliberation,  and  to 
the  preservation  of  national  character.  I  need  not  remind  you  how 
the  Athenian  manner  consecrated  the  councils  of  Athens,  and  how 
strongly  it  was  referred  to  in  Roman  debates.  An  elevated  comity, 
and  reciprocal  courtesy  in  the  actions  of  every  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  reference  to  each  other,  will  more  than  any  other  cir- 
cumstance at  the  present  crisis,  redoimd  to  the  credit  of  the  nation 
abroad,  and  secure  public  and  private  prosperity  at  home.  Let  it  be 
our  study  then,  to  preserve  our  national  consistency  by  showing 
to  the  world,  that  the  people  who  could  practice  the  most  exalted 
clemency  and  all  the  high  principles  of  humanity  in  war,  are 
equally  capable  of  pursuing  the  path  of  wisdom,  justice,  and  modera- 
tion in  the  administration  of  their  civil  affairs. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  with  the  most  fervent  supplication  to  the 
Divine  Providence  for  the  safety,  purity  and  prosperity  of  our  infant 
Republic,  and  the  most  cordial  aspirations  for  the  success  of  your 
councils,  as  also  for  your  individual  welfare.  I  close  this  my  Con- 
stitutional communication  with  the  promise  on  my  part  of  a  free, 
frank  and  incessant  co-operation  with  you  in  whatever  may  appear 
conducive  to  the  general  good- 
City  of  Houston  MIRABEAU  B  LAMAR 
Deer.  21st.  1838. 

No.  949 

1838  Dec.  22,  SARAH  R.  STOUT,  CHARLOTTESVILLE,  VIR- 
GINIA, TO  [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR], 
HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Request  for  information  regarding  the  fate  of  her  brothers,  Isaiah, 
Philander,  and  George  Stout,  surveyors.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  950 
1838  Dec,  22,  J.  BIRDSALL  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 


Houston 

22d.  Dec.  1838 


Sir 


I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
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cases  of  R.  M.  Williamson  vs  the  Republic  was  this  day  decided  by 
his  Honour  Judge  Brouch  in  favour  of  the  Republic —  the  plaintiff 
has  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  appeal  to  the  Sup  Court — 

Should  he  do  so,  I  shall  of  course  deem  it  my  duty  to 
attend  there — 

With  great  respect  your 
obdt  Servt. 

Jno  Birdsall 
To 

Ilis  Exy.  M.  B.  Lamar 

President  of  Texas 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  Dec.  22.  1838 

His  Exy.  M.  B.  Lamar  Judge  Birdsall 

President  of  Texas  to 

City  of  Houston  the  President 

on  Law-  Suit 

No.  951 

1838  Dec.  22,  G.  HOCKLEY,  [HOUSTON],  TO  A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

[HOUSTON]" 

Ordnance  Department 
22nd  December  1838 
To 
The  Hon  A.  Sidney  Johnson 
Secretary  of  War 
Sir 
Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  an  Estimate  for  the  cost  of  building  machinery  &c  requisite 
for  this  Department,  which  I  beg  leave  to  submit  for  Your  considera- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Very  respectfully 
Your  Obt.  Servt. 
Geo  W.  Hockley 
Col  of  Ordnance 

Estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  Brick  Magazine 

20  X  15  &  15  feet  high 6400.00 

Plank  fence  enclosing  the  same 200.00 

Addition  Arsenal  for  the  preservation  of  arms 3000.00 

Steam  Engine  if  deemed  necessary  for  machinery 3000.00 

Cost  of  Horse  power  to  work  Machinery 2000.00 

Iron  Blacksmith's  work  and  tools 3000.00 

Repairs  necessary  for  the  work  shops 2000.00 

Additional  tools  necessary 1000.00 

Carpenters  work  for  benches  &  furniture  for  shop 1000.00 
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Quarters  for  men  when  enlisted 3000.00 

Proving  shop  and  appindages 300.00 

Incidental  expenses 5000.00 

Pay  for  workmen  and  contingencies  for  out  posts 

Wages  of  the  Master  Armourer  &  expenses  of  men  to  be  enlisted 

Forage  for  horses  should  the  Steam  Engine  not  be  employed 

Rent  of  office  and  fuel,  Cost  of  transportation  of  Oil 

Emory  &  all  the  necessary  expenses  at  Galveston 

Velasco,  West  Bernard  &  Bexar  (Military  Posts)  say 20,100.00 

$50,000.00 

[Endorsed] 

Copies  of  Two  Letters  To  The  Hon  Secretary  of  War  with  an 
Estimate 

Dated  22nd  &  31st  Decbr  1838 

referred  to  in  the  Ordnance  report 

No.  952 

1838  Dec,  23,  R[ICHARD]  R.  ROYALL,  BINGHAM'S,   [TEXAS], 
TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Introducing  John  P.  C.  Henderson  and  indorsing  him  for  chief 
justice  of  Matagorda  County.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  953 

1838  Dec,  23,A.  S.  JOHNSTON,  [HOUSTON],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON] 

Department  of  War 

Dec.  23d.  1838 
His  Excellency 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar 

President  of  the  Repul)lic  of  Texas 
Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  excellency 
some  general  views  on  the  18th.  Inst,  in  relation  to  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  defence —  reports  have  reached  this  Department  of  ag- 
gressions on  the  part  of  the  Comanches  of  a  most  aggravated  character, 
on  their  reception —  I  ordered  that  the  Company  of  Capt.  Howard 
should  occupy  a  position  near  Gonzales,  &  that  of  Capt.  Jorden  be 
posted  near  San  Antonio  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  those 
districts.  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  character  of  the  tribes  of  Com- 
anches, that  their  recent  attacks  upon  the  inhabitants  will  be  followed 
up  with  renewed  attempts  &  increased  missery  to  the  Settlers.  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  a  sufficient  force  be  immediately  raised 
to  anticipate  &  chastise  them.  It  is  believed  that  450  men  will  be  a 
sufficient  force.  This  is  the  most  favorable  season  of  the  year  for 
making  the  movement.     Both  on  account  of  the  proximaty  of  the 
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Comanches  &  the  convenience  with  which  the  people  can  leave  their 
homes.  I  recommend  the  acceptance  of  Eight  volunteer  companies 
into  the  service  for  six  months  to  be  mounted  armed  &  equiped,  at 
their  own  expense  The  companies  to  consist  of  56  men,  &  placed  on 
the  same  footing  with  regard  to  pay  &c,  as  is  now  allowed  to  mounted 
riflemen  employed  in  the  ranging  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
with  great  respect 
Your  Obt.  Servt. 
A.  Sidney  Johnston 

Secretary  of  War 

r  Addressed  ]  f  Endorsed  ] 

To  A  Sidney  Johnson 

His  Excellency  23rd.  Dec  1838 

The  President  War  Dept.— Official 

No.  954 

1838  [before  Dec.  24],  EDWIN  WALLER  AND  OTHERS,  BRA- 
ZORIA  AND  ADJACENT  COUNTIES,  [TEXAS] 

Petition  to  Congress,  praying  for  an  act  to  permit  William  Stafford, 
a  fugitive  from  justice  for  killing  —  Moore,  to  return  home,  exempt 
from  judicial  prosecution.    Copy.    3  p. 

Prefixed  to  no.  958. 

No.  956 

1838  Dec,  24,  R.  H.  CHINN,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA],  TO 
[MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Introducing  S.  P.  Andrews,  of  New  Orleans.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  956 

1838  Dec,  24,  N.  ARMORY.  CERTIFICATE  CONCERNING  **BILL 
PRECLUDING  ALIENS  FROM  OFFICE'' 

Department  of  State  Houston  Deer.  24th  1838  I  certify  that  there 
can  be  found  no  evidence  of  the  Bill  ** precluding  Aliens  from  office" 
having  been  before  the  President  other  than  the  face  of  the  bill 
shews,  That  it  came  from  the  Presidents  to  this  Department  there 
is  but  little  doubt  but  it  remains  with  the  enrolling  Committee  to 
prove  that  they  laid  said  Bill  before  the  President. — 

N.  Armory  C.  Clerk 

[Endorsed] 
Certificate  Chief  Clerk  Department  of  State 
Dec  24th.  1838 
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No.  957 

1838  Dec.  24,  G[AZAWAY]  B.  LAMAR,  WASHINGTON,  [D.  C], 
TOMIRABEAUB[U0NAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Recommending  the  reappointment  of  A.  T.  Burnley  as  loan  agent 
of  Texas.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  958 

[1838  Dec.  J26],  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Resolution,  recommending  William  Stafford  for  executive  clemency. 
Copy.    1  p. 
See  no.  954. 

No.  959 

1838  Dec.  27,  J.  MORGAN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,   [HOUSTON] 

New  Washington  27th.  Deer.  1838. 
My  dear  Genl, 

Now  that  you  have  filled  your  Cabinet,  and  got  the  ship 
of  State  fairly  under  weigh,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  for  one 
or  two  suggestions.  I  know  that  you  cannot  be  insensible  how  anxious 
I  feel  to  see  the  country  flourish  under  your  administration,  and 
every  thing  connected  therewith  prosper  under  your  guidance  & 
direction 

As  a  speedy  peace  with  Mexico  is  of,  vast  importance,  with 
or  without  the  contemplated  loans,  I  feel  assured  you  will  let  no 
means  be  spared  to  accomplish  it.  My  impression  is,  that  it  may  be 
brought  about,  and  be  so  managed  as  to  lead  Mexico  to  make  the 
iiTsi  advances!  To  this  end  I  would  suggest  that  an  agent,  well 
qualified,  by  being  well  skilled  in  Mexican  diplomacy,  who  has  the 
confidence  of  both  parties,  should  be  selected  in  the  \J.  States,  and 
dispatched  forthwith  to  Mexico.  He  ought,  of  course,  to  go  on  busi- 
ness from  the  U.  S.  and  not  let  a  hint  escape  that  Texas  is  in  any 
way  interested  in  his  visit.  Let  him  take  his  stand  and  at  an  early 
and  convenient,  period  sound  that  Govt,  and  find  out  if  it  would 
not  be  desirous  of  closing  the  difiiculties  with  Texas  by  a  douceur — 
that  is,  by  selling  to  Texas  the  country  for  some  few  millions,  that 
if  Texas  would  pay  so  much  of  the  Mexican  national  debt  to  JJngland 
or  France,  the  independence  thereof  should  be  acknowledged.  And 
as  I  have  said  before,  so  manage  it  that  the  proposition  might  come 
from  the  Mexican  Go\1:. —  that  Mexico  should,  through  our  own 
agent,  make  the  first  advances.  That  an  individual  possessing  every 
qualification  for  the  enterprise  can  be  fpund,  I  well  know;  one  who  is 
favorably  known,  and  highly  thought  of  in  Mexico,  and  who  has 
given  solid  assurances  of  his  devotion  to  our  cause  and  country. 
The  gentleman  to  whom  I  allude,  is  Mr.  James  Treat  of  New  York. 
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His  long  residence  in  Mexico,  knowledge  of  men,  manners,  lan- 
guage &c.  &c.  better  qualifys  him  for  this  business  than  any  person 
that  I  Jmow  of. 

Mr.  Treat  is  a  man  of  great  business  talents,  and  has  the  confi- 
dence of  every  body  who  knows  him;  and  there  are  hundreds  who 
know  him  well  in  Texas.  I  feel  so  confident  that  you  can  accom- 
plish every  thing  you  might  desire  in  this  aflfair  through  him,  that 
I  should  feel  pleased,  indeed,  that  you  might  think  favorably  of  the 
matter,  and  lose  no  time  in  securing  what  will  forever  immortalise 
your  administration  and  name. 

I  dont  know  what  you  may  think  of  purchase,  or  tribute,  but 
depend  on  it,  Genl.,  it  is  better  for  them,  who  have  something  at 
stake,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country  at  heart,  to  secure  a  peace 
with  Mexico  as  early  as  possible.  Just  imagine  what  the  country 
would  be  with  the  war  ended,  and  our  independence  acknowledged, 
as  it  would  be  by  all  Christian  nations !  Gk)d  of  Heaven  that  I  may 
only  live  to  see  it! 

I  am  valuing  on  Treat's  services  without  knowing  he 
would  accept  the  appointment ;  yet,  from  his  readiness  to  serve  Texas 
heretofore,  I  have  no  doubt  that  his  services  might  be  obtained  in 
this  important  matter.  I  have  nothing  to  ask  for  myself,  for  I 
want  nothing;  but  in  case  Mr.  Treat  would  be  willing  to  accept 
the  appointment,  if  one  is  made,  I  do  ask  it  for  him,  for  I  know 
him  to  be  fitted  for  it. — 

I  should  like  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject, 
Remaining,  dear  Genl., 

devotedly  yr  friend, 
J  Morgan. 


[rubric] 


His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar 

[Endorsed] 

Jas.  Morgan —  27th.  Deer 

1838 
New  Washington 

No.  960 

1838  Dec.  28,  CHARLES  B.  STEWART,  MONTGOMERY, 

[TEXAS],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Felicitations  upon  accession  to  the  presidency;  the  need  of  a 
notary  public  in  the  county;  the  present  county  clerk  indorsed  for 
notary.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  961 

1838  Dec,  28,  C.  P.  LUZEN[BimG],  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISI- 
ANA], TO  [RICHARD  G.  DUNLAP,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Becommending  William  Dodker  for  the  cooBukhip  at  Liverpool 
A.  L.  a    1  p. 
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No.  962 

1838  Dec.  29,  J.  CRAWFORD.     CERTIFICATE 

[British  Coat  of  Arms] 

British  Consul's  Office, 
NEW-ORLEANS. 

KNOW  ALL  PERSONS  TO  WHOM  THESE  PRESENTS 
SHALL  COME:  THAT  I,  JOHN  CRAWFORD,  ESQ.,  His  Brit- 
annic  Majesty's  Consul  for  the  Town  and  District  of  New-Orleans, 
DO  HEREBY  CERTIFY,  that 

/  have  exwmined  the  Diplomas  of  Mr,  WiUiam  Docker,  from  the 
College  of  Surgeons  in  London  as  aho  from  the  Medical  Board  of 
Louisiana  and  find  them  to  he  genuine  Documents,  and  from  the 
several  testimonials  exhibited  to  me  at  the  sam,e  time,  should  think 
him  fully  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  those  who  may  require  his 
services. — 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  Office,  at  the  Town  of  NEW- 
ORIjEANS,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  December  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty  eight. — 
[seal]  John  Crawford 

[Endorsed] 
John  Crawfords  Brit.  Consul  certificate 
29th.  December  1838— 

No.  963 

1838  Dec.  31,  G.  HOCKLEY,  [HOUSTON],  TO  A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

[HOUSTON] »« 

Ordnance  Department 
31st.  December  1838 
The  Magazine  may  be  dispensed  with  if  the  seat  of  Government  is 
to  be  removed —  The  Steam  power  and  horse  power  are  not  both 
necessary,  the  Estimate  was  made  for  each,  that  it  should  be  fully 
laid  before  Congress. — 

The  Col.  of  Ordnance  will  select  with  their  approbation  that  which 
may  prove  most  economical  and  effective. — 

Iron  and  Blacksmith's  tools 
These  are  to  be  procured  from  the  United  States  and  our  Currency 
is  now  at  the  rate  of  two  for  one  per  cent  1500  Dollars  will  there- 
fore be  the  actual  cost,  —  we  have  now  but  few  tools,  a  part  of  which 
we  have  manufactured,  the  remainder  are  old  — and  almost  useless.— 

Repairs  necessary  for  the  work  shops 
We  have  in  fact  none —  the  workmen  are  inundated  in  a  heavy 
rain  and  without  a  floor  to  keep  them  dry,  the  shops  are  built  in  a 

»Ct  BP.  951. 
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rough  manner,  of  poles  and  Clapboards  only,  the  health  of  the  men 
require  comfortable  quarters  while  engaged  in  their  occupation. 

Additional  tools  necessary 
This  is  distinct  from  the  tools  referred  to  above —  they  are  for 
the  common  use  of  the  Armory —  but  if  we  are  to  manufacture 
Locks  and  fine  work,  in  place  of  substituting  the  old,  the  best  quality 
of  what  is  called,  proof  steel  and  workmanship  is  required —  these 
also  must  come  from  the  United  States 

Carpenter's   work  &c. 
This  requires  the  most  skilful  mechanic,  as  much  of  the  machinery 
moving   upon   the   table   of   the   benchs,    are    upon    pivots —  which 
must  be  perfectly  true  and  pliant  or  the[y]  are  ineffectual 

Quarters  for  men  when  enlisted 
By  reference  to  my  report  as  Secretary  of  War —  it  will  be  seen 
that  this  has  been  noticed —  the  men  should  be  enlisted  and  we  have 
no  quarters  for  them —  a  proving  shop  is  indispensable  as  it  protects 
the  soldiers  from  the  danger  of  losing  an  arm  or  other  limb,  by  the 
explosion  of  the  piece — 

Incidental  expense 
In  addition  to  those  enumerated,  various  others  will  accrue. — ^wages 
of  waggon  drivers —  of  cutters  of  wood  for  Charcoal —  manufacture 
of  Charcoal —  cost  of  stone  coal  and  its  transportation —  Oil  and 
Emory  may  appear  very  inefficient —  but  the  former  we  never  have 
been  yet  able  to  procure  and  the  United  States  have  suffered  much  for 
the  want  of  it — •  15000  stand  of  arms  were  at  one  time  disposed  of 
by  that,  or  in  part  owing  to  the  absence  of  this  auxiliary. 

Bears  oil  is  difficult  to  procure  in  large  quantities  and  conunands 
a  high  price. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Very  respectfully 
Your  obt.  Servt. 
Geo  W.  Hockley 
Col.  of  Ordnance 

No.  964 

1838  Dec,  31,  F.  HUSTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

City  of  Houston 
Deer  31st.  1838 
To  His  Excellency 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar 
President  of  Texas 
Sir, 

I  address  your  Excellency  for  the  purpose  of  laying  before 
you,  a  proposition  for  the  defence  of  Texas,  and  my  views  and  reasons 
.  therefor. — 

To  this  memorial  I  ask  your  careful  and  mature  consideration, 
and  cannot  permit  myself  to  believe  that  it  will  meet  with  your  dis- 
approbation 

Before  stating  my  proposition,  I  will  consider  first  the  situa- 
tion of  the  enemies  of  Texas  secondly  the  situation  of  Texas,  and 
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thirdly,  the  advantages  which  I  suppose  will  arrise  from  the  course 
I  recommende ;  and  the  disastrous  results  that  ma-y  occur,  from  delay. 
Mexico  is  now  in  all  probability  engaged  in  a  war  with  France, 
which  (if  it  is  so)  will  not  be  of  long  duration;  There  is  also  no 
doubt  but  that  there  is  a  revolution  in  the  north  eastern  states,  which 
if  it  lasts  the  usual  time  of  a  Mexican  revolution  may  possibly  end 
in  six  weeks;  So  the  proba-bility  is  that  three  months  will  see  that 
country  in  a  situation  to  prepare  for  renewing  hostilities  against  us, — 
but  suppose  that  she  could  not  be  in  such  an  attitude  for  six  or 
twelve  months,  it  should  I  conceive  mak  no  diflEerence, —  because 
we  are  as  badly  prepared  as  she  can  possibly  be ;  she  has  wealth  and 
men  in  the  bosom  of  the  country,  that  can  be  spared  for  war,  and 
we  are  entirely  destitute  of  the  former,  and  not  overstocked  with 
the  latter. — 

The  Indians  are  at  the  present,  our  most  active  and  dangerous  enemy, 
they  are  divided  into  about  thirty  small  tribes,  who  are  almost  an 
invisible  enemy,  who  keep  up  a  continued  desultory  warfare  on  our 
whole  frontier,  and  for  the  last  two  years  have  revelled  in  blood, 
having  taken  upwards  of  four  hundred  scalps,  almost  without  loss  or 
retaliation,  and  it  is  even  a  doubt  at  this  day  wbich  tribes  are  enemies 
or  which  are  friends. —  The  object  of  these  tribes  is  not  to  attack 
us  with  strong  forces,  their  true  policy  is  to  rob  the  frontier  and 
masacre  detached  fa-milies  and  small  parties. —  The  most  conclusive 
testimony  exists  that  they  are  excited  to  action  by  Mexico,  and  derive 
their  confidence  from  our  want  of  energy,  and  the  hope  of  aid  from 
that  nation;  treaties  are  of  no  avail;  and  the  exhausted  situation 
of  the  frontier  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  conduct  a  successful 
expedition  against  them. —  It  is  my  firm  and  decided  opinion,  tbat 
nothing  will  quiet  the  Indians  so  soon  as  the  chastizement  of  Mexico. — 
having  glanced  slightly  at  the  position  of  our  enemies,  I  will  now 
make  some  plain  statements  as  to  our  own  situation. — 

I  hold  that  a  military  man  should  calmly  calculate  the  actual 
strength  of  the  country,  as  well  as  that  of  the  enemy,  as  nothing  tends 
so  much  to  produce  ruin  and  destruction  as  self  deception,  and 
I  can  never  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  it  is  ever  safe  to  rely 
entirely  on  the  imbecility  of  your  opponent,  this  false  reliance  once 
nearly  ruined  Texas,  and  I  fear  may  do  so  again,  at  least  we  may 
be  driven  to  a  desperate  struggle  for  existence  after  throwing  away 
the  means  of  success. — 

If  Mexico  aided  by  the  Indians  ever  attack  Texas,  I  cannot  see 
how  we  can  make  a  successful  defence,  and  for  which  I  will  give 
the  following  reasons. 

This  country  is  divided  into  three  seperate  districts,  and  nearly 
equal  settlements,  One  on  Red  River,  other  on  the  Sabine  and  Nechas 
and  the  other  on  the  head  of  Galveston  Bay,  and  on  the  Brazos  and 
and  [sic]  Colorado  rivers;  each  section  has  its  separate  frontier, 
and  they  are  respectively  divided  from  each  other  by  a  wilderness 
of  from  one  to  two  hundred  miles,  inhabited  by  hostile  Indians, 
whose  position  is  such  that  they  can  threaten  each  section  at  the 
same  time: — thus  the  moment  hostilities  commence  neither  section 
can  go  to  the  aid  of  the  other,  as  each  will  dread  that  it  may  be 
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the  object  of  Indian  attack  and  the  West  will  know  that  they  are 
liable  to  the  hostile  action  of  Mexicans  and  Indians. — 

Were  the  Indians  our  only  enemy,  (which  is  the  case  whilst  the 
French  Blockade  continues,)  the  situation  of  the  three  settlements, 
forming  nearly  a  Crescent  would  enable  the  Government  to  project 
a  combined  movement  from  each  point  into  their  hunting  grounds, 
which  would  strike  so  many  small  and  disunited  tribes  with  terror- 
prevent  the  possibility  of  their  escape,  and  compel  them  in  their 
confusion  and  dismay  to  surrender,  and  by  giving  hostages  to  be  kept 
till  the  war  with  Mexico  is  over;  relive  our  worn  out  and  desolated 
frontier  from  further  molestation;  But  this  relative  position  which 
would  be  our  strength  against  »  single  foe  would  prove  our  weak- 
ness against  an  united  attack. —  I  was  urgently  solicitous  for  such 
a  movement  during  the  past  summer  and  fall  whilst  Mexico  was 
involved  with  France. — 

I  have  left  the  Comanches  out  of  this  calculation  as  I  do  not  think 
that  they  are  likely  to  unite  either  with  the  northern  tribes  or  with 
Mexico,  and  a  small  force  judiciously  posted  can  hold  them  in  check; 
But  if  we  give  Mexico  time  to  settle  her  foreign  and  intestine 
difficulties  and  again  invade  us  aided  by  the  northern  tribes  will  we 
have  that  small  force  to  spare?  or  can  they  hold  their  position?  I 
think  not. — 

The  result  of  all  these  facte,  is,  that  the  war  (so  far  as  our  main 
enemy  is  concerned)  will  fall  almost  entirely  on  the  "West,  which  will 
be  subject  to  an  invasion  by  a  navel  force,  and  by  a  land  force  from 
by  way  of  the  Rio  Grande —  to  attack  by  the  Camanches  to  the  North- 
west and  by  the  northern  tribes  to  the  North  east. — 

How  then  can  the  people  of  one  section  be  drawn  from  their  un- 
protected families  to  the  assistance  of  an  other  section!  The  very 
same  dangers  that  would  prevent  the  citizens  of  Red  River  from  going 
to  the  assistance  of  the  west,  would  prevent  the  citizens  of  the  upper 
Colorado  and  Brasos  from  going  to  the  assistance  of  those  on  the  La 
Baca  and  on  the  Gulf — and  so  vice  versa,  I  doubt  not  the  patriotism  of 
the  people  of  Texas,  especially,  of  those  of  the  frontier,  and  I  state 
that  if  we  were  but  one  great  settlement  so  that  our  energies  might  be 
concentrated,  we  would  be  able  to  set  both  the  savage  Mexicans  and 
savage  Indians  at  defiance. — But  such  is  not  the  case. — 

Hitherto  the  divisions  amongst  our  leading  parties  have  unfortu- 
nately been  as  marked  as  our  territorial  divisions —  these  divisions 
kept  the  army  unimployed  for  months  in  the  fall  of  1835.  before  the 
weak  forces  of  General  Coss  at  Bexar —  these  divisions  enabled  Sante- 
Anna  to  surprise  and  massacre  our  whole  forces  on  the  frontier  in 
the  spring  of  1836.  and  to  devastate  and  ruin  the  whole  Colorado 
and  Brasos  Countries —  these  divisions  caused  the  neglect,  starvation 
and  final  disbanding  and  ruin  of  the  fine  army  collected  on  the  La 
Baca  in  the  spring  of  1837 —  these  divisions  prevented  the  defeat  and 
subjugation  of  the  rebellious  Mexicans  and  hostile  Indians  near 
Nacogdoches  in  the  summer  of  1838 —  and  it  is  now  confidently  hoped 
by  all  the  friends  of  the  Country,  that  under  the  happy  auspices  of 
your  Excellency,  an  union  of  all  the  virtue,  energy  and  talent,  of  th^ 
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country  will  be  effected  and  peace  thereby  restored,  and  the  inde- 
pendence, prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  secured. — 

It  cannot  be  concealed  that  this  country  labors  under  many  dis- 
advantages at  this  time,  which  it  did  not  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war — I  will  make  some  comparisions  on  the  main  points 
Ist.  Population.  In  the  fall  of  1836  the  vote  was  nearly  six  thousand ; 
at  the  late  election  after  near  three  years,  it  is  only  near  eight  thou- 
sand ;  this  small  increase  has  been  principally  on  the  Sabine  &  Red 
Rivers  which  I  have  shown  does  not  strengthen  the  West,  where  the 
weigrht  of  the  war  must  finally  rest. 

2nd.  In  the  spring  of  1836  when  Sante-Anna  invaded  us  he  sought 
not  the  aid  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  until  the  hour  of  his  defeat  at 
San  Jacinto  not  a  tommahawk  was  raised  in  his  behalf,  except  by  a 
small  party  of  the  Caronkeways;  at  this  time  we  have  undoubted 
evidence  that  nearly  all  the  tribes  on  our  whole  frontier  will  aid  Mex- 
ico whenever  she  may  again  attack  us. 

3rd.  In  the  spring  of  1836,  Texas  had  the  command  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico —  and  one  or  two  small  vessels  were  enabled  to  capture  sup- 
plies from  the  enemy —  Now  we  have  not  a  single  gun  afloat,  and 
Mexico  has  been  and  is  continually  increasing  her  navy  until  it 
amounts  to  150  guns  with  several  18  gun  Briggs  built  at  Baltimore, 
and  equal  to  any  on  the  ocean —  this  is  a  fearful  odds, —  and  the 
opening  of  the  ports  of  Cuba  arrising  from  her  recognition  by  old 
Spain  is  of  immense  advantage  to  her  naval  power. 
4th  In  the  spring  of  1836,  we  had  two  strong  forts  on^  the  San  An- 
tonio River  well  supplied  with  Cannon  and  ammunition,  with  upwards 
of  one  thousand  as  brave  men  as  ever  fought  for  any  country.  Now 
we  have  no  troops  in  the  west,  no  forts —  no  cannon —  no  amunion 
— and  saviago  with  a  handful  of  marauding  Rencharos  is  unmet. 
5th.  In  the  spring  of  1836  the  people  of  Texas  were  wealthy— every 
man  had  money — ^the  country  was  covered  with  Cattle  and  the  com 
cribs  and  smokes  houses  full — Now  there  is  no  money  in  the  country 
even  beef  is  scarce  and  many  portions  of  the  country  have  nqt  more 
subsistence  than  is  necessary  for  their  own  support. 
6th.  In  the  Spring  of  1836 —  Texas  had  a  lively  and  active  sjnnpathy 
in  the  United  States  that  furnished  her  with  men  and  supplies.  Now 
the  day  of  enthusiasm  has  passed  and  it  will  be.  impossible  to  get  men 
for  a  mere  defencive  warfare. 

I  might  continue  the  contrast  but  will  content  myself  with  merely 
adding  that  the  attitude  which  the  United  States  has  assumed  in 
reference  to  the  Brittish  Canadian  possessions  is  calculated  to  have  a 
very  injurious  bearing  pn  Texian  relations  with  that  country  should 
the  time  ever  be  permitted  to  arrive  when  an  other  call  for  assistance 
would  be  imperiously  &  promptly  demanded. 

It  will  be  seen  by  your  Excellency  that  I  do  not  write  this  paper 
for  the  public  eye.  I  do  not  fear  stating  the  truth.  How  elcc  can 
we  arrive  at  true  conclusions! 

I  will  not  state  the  advantages  which  I  deem  will  inevitably  ensue 
from  the  plan  I  recomend  if  it  succeeds. 

The  Western  portion  will  be  defended —  the  Colonists  may  be  col- 
lected at  such  points  as  well  deter  or  defeat  the  hostile  Indians, 
before  the  main  Concentration  takes  place  on  the  Rio  Grande —  con- 
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fidenee  will  be  restored —  emifj^ration  [w]ill  commence  with  real  and 
renewed  benefit  to  the  Country,  it  will  seek  the  west —  the  war  will 
be  carried  over  Texas —  the  people  will  sow  in  safety  and  reap  in 
peace —  the  whole  body  politic  will  revive  from  its  present  depression 
and  apathy,  and  life,  energy  and  action  will  be  defused  through  every 
branch  of  business —  lands  will  rise  in  value, —  the  Texian  currency 
will  cease  its  downward  tendency  to  continental  paper  and  Texian 
credit  will  be  restored,  so  that  the  bonds  of  the  Government  will  be 
sought  at  reduced  terms.  The  evils  of  delay  and  procrastination  will 
I  fear  be  as  disasterous  as  I  have  pictured  the  benefits  of  promptitude. 

It  matters  little  whither  Mexico  attacks  us  for  one  two  or  three  years 
to  come.  If  the  last  two  years  and  a  half  has  not  increased  our 
strength  two  thousand  votes  and  our  wealth  has  decreased,  when  al- 
most every  one  was  crying  out  that  the  war  was  over  and  peace  re- 
stored, what  can  we  expect  in  the  next  two  years  when  all  find 
from  sad  reality  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  the  war,  and  the  desolate 
state  of  the  whole  frontier  deters  emigration  In  the  mean  time  the 
whole  capital  of  the  country  lies  dormant —  the  time  of  every  citizen 
is  lost  and  the  cruel  loss  from  these  sources  is  greater  than  the  whole 
expenses  of  War.  Many  of  the  oldest  and  staunchest  residents  and 
friends  of  our  Cause  are  daily  becoming  worn  out  and  dispondent,  and 
even  the  most  sanguine  are  overwhelmed  with  gl[oo]m —  the  rem- 
nant of  our  resources,  are  exhausting  and  credit  getting  worn  and  I 
plainly  hazzard  the  opinion  that  even  if  Mexico  does  not  invad.^  ns 
and  the  Indians  awating  her  motion  should  temporarily  withdnw— 
Texas  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  more  of  delay,  will  be  weaker  and 
poorer  than  she  now  is. 

On  the  other  hand  if  Mexico  tempted  by  our  weakness  and  the  cer- 
tain prospect  of  cooperation  from  the  Indians,  should  invade  us— 
one  thing  is  certain —  we  would  have  to  support  the  war  until  they 
were  driven  out —  the  whole  west  would  be  devastated  and  ruined, 
and  a  scene  of  terror,  dismay  and  wild  afl^right,  might  ensue,  the  bare 
possibility  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  contemplate  without  horror. 

If  these  things  are  possible,  nay  probable,  what  objection  can  the 
friends  of  Texas  have  to  using  every  means  of  safety  which  may  be 
offered  ?  It  is  this  which  emboldens  me  to  make  a  proposition  which 
I  think  will  succeed. 

It  is  my  decided  opinion  and  has  been  since  I  entered  into  this 
war,  that  Texas  of  herself  cannot  maintain  the  conflict  with  success 
against  Mexico  and  the  Indians,  and  I  never  again  wish  to  see  an  army 
oven  from  our  native  land  brought  and  quartered  amongst  our  citi- 
zens, which  will  always  engender  jealousy  distrust  and  misrepresen- 
tation. 

I  have  also  believed  and  still  believe  that  nothing  but  active,  ener- 
getic and  offencive  war,  will  ever  extort  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  this  country  from  Mexico —  We  [may]  procrastinate 
for  ten  years,  until  the  energies,  Constitution  and  fortunes  of  every 
man  in  the  Republic  are  ruined  and  be  as  far  from  our  object  as  we 
now  arc.  Since  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  I  have  seen  with  regret  a 
disposition  to  try  every  thing  but  fighting — plan  after  plan — scheme 
after  scheme — and  flattering  hope  after  flattering  hope  has  vanished 
into  thin  air,  and  the  present  situation  of  the  country  is  a  Commen- 
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tary  on  the  futility  of  relying  on  any  thing  for  success  in  war  but 
fighting —  that  will  bring  men  and  money  when  nothing  else  will, 
and  the  nation  which  shows  its  wisdom  energy  and  strength  will  al- 
ways succeed. 

These  being  my  views,  I  repeat  emboldens  me  to  make  the  f[o]l- 
lowing  propositions. — 

I  propose  to  locate  on  the  Rio  Grande  or  any  where  within  the 
hereafter  described  limits  five  thousand  or  upwards  military  colonists 
on  the  following  terms. 

1st.  The  Government  to  issue  bonds  for  five  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  bearing  ten  per  cent  interest  payable  in  twenty  years — 
the  interest  payable  semi  annually,  the  proceeds  of  which  to  be  applied 
as  an  outfit  for  the  colony. 

2nd.  Each  Colonist  to  receive  two  years  residence,  or  two  years  mil- 
itary service  or  upon  being  honorably  discharged  1280  acrs  of  land 
to  be  located  on  any  public  lands  situated  any  where  in  Texas  west 
of  a  line  commencing  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  fifty  miles  from  the 
Rio  Grande  running  thence  parallel  with  that  river  fifty  miles  there- 
from to  a  point  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Puerco  River,  thence  due 
north  to  the  line  of  the  United  States —  they  to  have  the  preference 
of  location,  regarding  however  all  locations  heretofore  made,  and  all 
titles  which  should  be  recognized  by  the  [law  olf  the  nation. 
3rd.  Each  [C]olonist  to  have  all  articles  of  clothing,  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, horses  or  other  articles  which  he  may  bring  into  service  and 
traveling  expenses,  valued  at  cash  price,  and  to  receive  therefor  lands 
in  the  district  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per  acre — ^but  to 
have  no  line  on  Texas  therefor. 

4th.  The  Colonists  subject  to  do  two  Years  Military  duty  under  the 
orders  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War,  according  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  War —  And  all  commissioned  ofiicers  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. — 
5th.  Each  Colonist  when  acting  in  a  military  service  to  receive  the 
same  pay  which  has  heretofore  been  allowed  to  officers  and  soldiers  in 
the  regular  army —  But  the  said  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  thous- 
and dollars  to  be  charged  to  said  Colonists  and  to  go  in  pajonent  for 
their  military  service  until  the  same  is  exhausted. 
6th.  All  levies,  contributions  or  other  funds  which  may  come  into  the 
Military  Chest  of  said  Colonists  according  to  the  rules  of  civilized 
warfare  or  anv  other  legal  means;  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows.  One 
half  to  be  paid  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  proportion  to  their  pay, 
the  other  half,  to  be  reservecl  as  as  \sic]  a  military  fund  for  aiding 
and  forwarding  other  colonists  and  for  conducting  the  war  and  the 
surplus  if  any  to  be  appropriated  in  enabling  the  Colonists  to  return 
to  their  homes  or  settle  their  lands  when  the  war  is  over. 
7th.  A  power  to  be  vested  in  the  president  to  call  out  mounted  vol- 
anteers  from  the  inhabitants  of  Texas,  to  the  number  of  six  hundred, 
to  cooperate  with  the  Colonists, —  to  serve  for  12  months,  and  be  en- 
titled to  land  pay  &c.  On  the  same  terms  that  the  Colonists  are,  in  pro- 
portion their  term  of  service. 

8th.  The  President  to  be  vested  with  power  to  use  any  public  vessels 
in  protecting  the  colonists  on  their  way  and  in  transporting  them  to 
such  points  as  may  be  selected. 
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The  foregoing  constitute  the  basis  of  the  proposition  I  make—  I 
have  made  the  calculation  that  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  will 
effect  the  object  I  have  in  view,  and  will  submit  a  statement  of  ex- 
penditures—  I  have  put  the  bonds  for  five  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  fbelielving  that  negotiations  and  commissions  on  bills 
[will  take]  the  $50,000 —  It  is  my  belief  that  I  in  conjunction  with 
such  persons  as  the  Government  may  please  to  associate  with  me,  can 
negotiate  the  bonds  at  par —  If  one  half  can  be  negotiated —  I  know 
that  all  the  principal  contracts  for  arms,  and  supplies  can  be  made  by 
paying  one  half  cash  and  the  other  half  in  bonds. 

If  this  power  is  entrusted  to  me,  I  shall  desire  to  act  cautiously  and 
not  to  make  any  move  to  obtain  men  until  the  money  is  obtained  and 
every  contract  put  into  a  train  for  compleation —  And  if  the  money 
can  not  be  obtained,  the  whole  plan  must  fail,  and  the  country  then 
will  be  no  worse  than  it  is  now —  It  is  desirable  that  the  general  out- 
lines should  be  known  to  those  who  may  be  employed  in  its  conduct 
and  execution  but  that  no  general  publicity  should  be  given  to  it 
until  time  for  action  arrives. 

As  to  raising  the  men  necessary,  I  can  pledge  myself  that  by  engage- 
ments which  I  have  already  in  progress  that  portion  of  the  plan  is 
sure  to  succeed,  if  .the  money  can  be  obtained.  fL]ooking  forward  to 
the  time  when  the  country  would  arrive  at  its  present  condition  which 
I  long  since  foresaw,  and  have  often  expressed  in  my  correspondence 
with  the  Government —  And  believing  that  the  late  administration 
would  not  second  my  views,  I  determined  to  prepare  for  a  time 
when  I  believed  that  a  change  of  policy  would  take  place,  and  every 
means  used  to  put  an  end  to  this  protracted  and  unfortunate  war. 
For  the  last  12  months  I  have  been  actively  engaged,  and  can  say 
with  confidence  that  I  am  in  personal  and  written  correspondence 
with  at  least  one  thousand  active,  influential  and  energetic  men; 
the  greater  part  of  whom  I  am  assured  will  cooperate  with  me  in 
carrying  into  operation  the  plan  proposed. 

I  cannot  see  what  inducement  Mexico,  can  have  to  acknowledge 
our  Independence,  whilst  we  have  no  army  or  navy,  and  I  plainly 
admit  that  the  policy  I  recommend  is  to  force  her  to  do  so  by  invasion 
and  at  [the  same  time]  to  derive  all  the  advantages  that  successfu[l] 
[war  can]  give  us —  And  this  is  undoubtedly  the  best  means  of 
drawing  to  us  the  assistance  we  so  much  need —  The  higher  the  aim 
and  nobler  the  inducement  held  forth,  the  more  certain  we  will 
be  to  draw  to  us  the  immense  mass  of  enterprise  and  talent — ^now 
lying  dormant  in  the  United  States.  The  life  of  New  countres  is 
excitement  and  that  cannot  be  created  by  a  tame  and  temporising 
course. — 

I  have  made  [this]  proposition  as  connected  with  an  enlarged  and 
liberal  national  policy,  and  for  national  purposes —  I  have  never 
and  shall  never  make  any  other ;  it  is  my  hope  to  unite  and  cooperate 
in  any  measure  that  may  secure  the  Independence  and  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  the  greatness  of  this  country,  for  which  I  have  sacrifised 
as  much  or  more  than  any  man  in  it. — 

I  hope  therefore  that  your  Excellency  will  lay  my  views  before 
Congress  in  such  a  manner  as  you  may  deem  best —  and  I  will  cor- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  op  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  383 

dially  unite  in  preparing  the  details  of  a  bill  in  accordance  with 
the  basis  I  have  stated,  or  [wi]th  [such  modi]fications  as  your  Excel- 
lency may  suggest —  If  any  thing  in  this  needs  expanation  or  more 
ful  exposition  it  will  be  considered  by  me  a  favor  to  have  frank 
and  full  conference  with  your  Excellency  at  any  time  it  may  be 
desirable — 

Your  Most  Obedient 
Humble  Servt 

Felix  Huston — 
No.  965 

[1838  Dec],  JAMES  IZOD,   [HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO  M [IRA- 
BEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Communicating  Huston's  notice  of  absence  on  Galveston  Island. 
A.  N.  S.     1  p. 

No.  966 

ll838f  Dec.?],  ROB[ER]T  M.  FORBES,  [COLUMBIA?  TEXAS], 

TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTEJ  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Urging  the  appointment  of  a  notary  public  at  Columbia ;  the  impor- 
tance of  Columbia  as  a  place  of  business.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  967 

[1838],  A.  LAWHON,  [HOUSTON?],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Oenl.  M.  B.  Lamar 
Sir 

I  was  requested  by  GenL  McDougal  to  say  to  you 
that  himself  Watson  and  Wadsworth  at  the  time  that  Ward  and 
Wadsworth  left  Columbus  with  their  companys  that  they  furnished 
them  with  an  outfit  of  Three  Thousand  Dollars  for  the  Purpose  if 
defraying  their  expenses  to  the  country  Genl  McDougal  wishes  you  of 
consistent  with  your  views  to  communicate  the  fact  to  Congress  think- 
ing that  they  would  appropriate  Land  by  way  of  remunerating  them 
I  understand  the  Genl.  to  say  that  he  could  furnish  evidence  of  the 
fact  of  the  money  being  advanced  ^Genl.  McDougal  requested  me 
to  have  an  interview  [with]  y[ou]  on  the  subject  which  I  expected 
to  have  done  at  this  time  but  on  my  arival  here  found  that  you  were 
absent  and  have  taken  the  liberty  of  communicating  the  subject  to 
you  by  letter 

I  am  very  respectfully 
Your  Obt.  servt. 
Allen  Lawhon 


I  Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  Genl  Lochon 

M.  B.  Lamar  of  Columbus  Geo 
Houston  no   date 


Texa&— 
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No.  968 

[1838^],  ANONYIMOUS.     NOTES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST 
POLICY  OF  TEXAS 

Our  national  recognition  by  the  cardinal  powers  of  Europe  must 
be  paramount  in  our  policy  as  it  will  be  the  most  pregnant  with 
results.  For  it  will  superinduce  our  enemy ;  invoke  emigration  and 
establish  credits.  Russia  appears  to  be  a  point  the  most  interesting 
in  the  achievement  of  this  object.  She  is  not  influenced  by  the  slave 
question  nor  deterred  by  the  revolt  of  her  own  colonies.  Nor  is  she 
checked  by  the  popular  clamour  or  inflamed  by  the  prejudices  of 
England.  She  is  also  exempt  from  the  counteractive  influence  of 
France  from  british  alliance,  and  from  those  internal  causes  which 
influence  both  those  nations  in  neutralising  the  free  and  dignified  use 
of  Sovereign  power  on  this  subject ;  She  has  also  active  motives  which 
if  awakened  would  lead  her  to  the  recognition  of  Texas.  She  has 
an  interesting  question  of  Territory  with  the  united  States  of  America 
our  border  neighbor  which  from  the  lapse  of  the  ten-years  ad  interem 
arrangement  and  the  refusal  of  Rusia  to  extend  it,  and  a  difference 
of  the  two  countries  as  to  its  construction,  has  ripened  into  a  dis- 
pute somewhat  impracticable  between  them  and  which  would  induce 
in  either  a  conciliatory  policy  towards  any  power  which  now  has 
or  may  hereafter  have  physical  power  near  them.  Texas  by  being 
the  nearest  martial  country  assumed  this  attitude  and  particularly 
as  to  Russia  as  her  claim,  or  rather  unrefracterary  and  not  territorial 
position  on  a  point  of  the  pacific  bank  would  be  embraced  by  and 
become  in  some  shape  connected  with  our  prospective  rights  on  the 
pacific  shore.  Rusia  has  constructed  a  strong  fortification  and  it 
is  now  garrisoned  by  two  battalions  of  regular  troops  on  about  the 
27th.  degree  of  north  lattitude  on  the  bank  of  the  pacific ;  but  this 
is  proclaimed  to  be  for  the  sole  purpose  of  the  Fur  and  seal  trade, 
altho'  it  may  now  be  used  to  superinduce  the  United  States  on  the 
existing  question  before  referred  to.  Our  claims  and  demonstrations 
on  the  pacific  bank  and  the  dominion  between  are  present  imperfect 
lins  and  that  bank  would  naturally  be  from  about  the  25th.  to  the 
42d.  degrees  of  north  lattitude ;  and  I  think  we  are  f uUy  entitled  to 
this  position  by  the  law  and  usages  of  nations  as  to  other  countries, 
if  asserted  in  time,  and  by  the  law  of  war  as  to  our  enemy.  The 
provisions  of  a  law  which  I  have  submitted  to  the  Honorable  the 
Congress  of  Texas  on  the  subject  of  block  and  trading  houses  to 
the  pacific  shore  would  materially  lead  to  the  maturity  of  our  rights 
to  the  dominion  between  the  factitious  and  unbinding  boundaries  of 
the  San  Jacinto  treaty,  as  it  is  called,  on  that  shore.  It  is  contem- 
plated to  accomplish  this  by  the  interposition  of  british  capital,  which 
it  is  well  know  always  enlists  the  conciliatory  policy  and  friendly 
interest  of  England.  It  will  be  seen  in  a  glance  that  this  policy 
promptly  taken  and  intelligently  developed  and  enforced  by  Texas 
would  give  her  a  position  both  new  and  interesting  to  foreign 
nations,  but  particularly  to  the  United  States,  Rusia  and  England, 
while  it  would  not  be  without  its  effect  upon  the  public  enemy.    It 
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would  so  address  itself  to  Rusia  particularly  as  I  think  to  induce 
an  immediate  recognition  of  Texas,  and  more  especially  as  she  would 
not  be  counteracted  hy  any  inherent  need  in  position  or  adverse 
policy.  The  effect  of  this  one  Recognition  would  probably  be  almost 
immediate  in  a  chain  of  recognitions  by  other  powers.  For  England 
is  already  committed  to  recognise  us  in  the  event  of  a  recognition  by 
any  other  cardinal  power.  France  would  follow  in  course  as  she 
would  have  no  policy  after  this  to  deter  her,  and  would  be  superinduced 
by  her  present  relations  with  Mexico.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  cursory 
view  that  if  we  now  propitiate  Rusia  by  an  immediate  and  fit  mission 
to  St.  Petersburgh  and  improve  our  present  and  prospective  posi- 
tion, that  not  only  our  policy  as  to  the  pacific  ocean  may  be  secured 
for  the  future  by  a  wise  and  cautious  forecast,  but  our  prospects 
upon  the  most  precious  of  all  other  subjects  national  Recognition 
would  be  especially  enhansed.  It  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  at 
some  future  period  we  may  meet  some  treaty  points  with  Rusia 
connected  with  our  dominion,  and  then  we  may  find  the  friendship 
of  the  most  naval  power  of  the  earth,  founded  on  interest,  invaluable 

No.  969 

[1838?,  M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON].     ON  THE  PRESENT  CON- 
DITION AND  PROSPECTS  OF  TEXAS 

It  is  flattering  to  humanity  and  whatever  is  valuable  in  civilization, 
morals  and  refinement,  and  will  be  most  cheering  to  the  heart  of  a 
Texian  citizen,  to  reflect  and  realize  that  his  interesting  and  favored 
country,  is  a  country  of  peace,  although  its  inception  has  been  in 
blood  and  its  nationality  proclaimed  &  achieved  in  arms.  By  the 
raw  aliment  which  her  staples  will  afford  to  the  industry  and  manu- 
facturs  of  Europe  and  the  world,  as  also  by  their  attractions  of 
quantity,  quality  and  price,  she  will  bind  to  her  peace  the  cardinal 
powers  of  the  earth ;  and  for  their  assistance  in  the  maintenance  and 
perpetuation  of  that  peace  against  all  minor  powers  she  will  have 
the  strong  inducement  of  their  interest,  the  most  subtle,  permanent 
and  certain  surity.  But  the  market  which  she  will  furnish  those 
powers  for  their  fabricks  will  still  more  strongly  interest  them  in  her 
prosperity  and  permanent  peace,  for  she  will  not  only  be  herself  a 
large  consumer  of  those  fabricks,  but  will  become  a  transit  country 
handling  an  immense  amount  of  them,  and  passing  them  to  the 
various  parts  of  our  own  continent,  and  by  the  extinction  or  gradua- 
tion of  a  Tariff,  to  the  W^st  Indes  and  other  distant  points  of 
trade.  Texas  also  from  her  central  position,  active  population  and 
extensive  resources  will  in  due  time  command  additional  territory 
and  connection  without  the  use  of  arms;  so  that  while  the  plain  of 
San  Jacinto  and  the  fine  chivalry  of  our  revolution  may  appear  in 
after  times,  the  monument  of  history  and  be  far  ascendant  in  the 
galaxy  of  battles,  we  may  still  perceive  in  the  civil  triumphs  of  the 
country  the  finger  of  a  divine  providence  in  opening  to  the  world  the 
bright  picture  of  continued  peace  through  many  virtuous  and  happy 
ages. 

[Endorsed  in  pencil] 
Fragmens 

about  Texas — 
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No.  970 

[1838 f,  M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON].     NOTES  ON  TROOPS  AND 
A  MILITARY  ROAD. 

Regt.  840  men  rank  &  file  15  company  56  men  each —  One,  Gapt.  1st. 
&  2  Lt. 


Three  years  or  sooner  discharged  $16  pr.  month —  $30  bounty 
money  at  the  time  of  inlest. 


8  detatchments —  stationed  as  follows — 


One  detacht.  of  56  men  at  or  near  Red  River — 


One  Det.  168  men  at  or  near  forks  Trinity 


112  men  at  or  n6ar  the  Brazos — 


112  men  at  or  near  Colorado 


56  men  at  or  near  St.  Marks  rivr 


56  men  at  or  near,  Head  waters  Cibolo 


56  men  at  or  near  Rio  Frio 


56  men  at  or  near  Nueces 


Can  increase  the  force  if  necessary  at  each  post — 
Field  Officers—  One  Colonel  on  [or]  Lt.  Col.  one  Major —  Appointed 
by  the  Prest.  &  Senate — 


To  be  Divided  into  2  Battalions —  The  Detachments  west  of  the 
Colorado  constitute  First  Battalion.  East  of  sd.  River  Second  Bat- 
talion 


2  Commissioners  of  purchases  appnted  by  the  Prest. 


Military  Road  from  the  mouth  Kiamishua  Red  River  to  the 
Nueces —  enter  into[  ?]  Bexar —  Engineer  to  the  appt.  by  Prest. 

[Endorsed] 

Military  Appointments  &  Organization  of  the  Army  &c 


No.  971 

[1838?,  MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR,  HOUSTON! 

TEXAS?] 

Notes  on  *'The  Laws  of  Nations."    A.    Df.    2  p. 
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No.  972 

[1838^],  CONGRESS,  [HOUSTON].    BILL  PROVIDING  RELIEF 

FOR  CREDITORS. 

A  BiU 

To  provide  for  the  prompt  releif  of  the 
creditors  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 

Seen.  1st.     Be  it  enacted  &c 

That  the  President  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  borrow  for 
the  use  of  this  Republic  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in 
the  form  and  manner  herein  after  specified 

Seen.  2     Be  it  &c 

That  for  carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  act  a  Comissioner 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  president  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
Senate  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  issue  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans, 
public  notice  that  sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Consulate 
of  this  Republic  until  a  given  day  for  a  loan — to  this  Republic  of  the 
sum  of  500,000  Dollars  or  a  part  there  of  on  the  terms  and  conditions 
set  forth  in  this  act 

Seen.  3 

That  on  the  day  named  all  of  the  proposals  which  may  be  received, 
shall  be  opened  in  the  presence  of  the  Consul  for  this  Republic,  and 
in  case  the  whole  or  part  of  sd.  sum  shall  be  found  to  be  offered  at 
A  rate  not  less  than  80^"  Ds.  in  money  for  100  D  in  stock  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  sd.  Comsr.  to  accept  such  proposals  and  to  issue  to  the 
proposers  Certificates  of  stock  for  the  sum  which  shall  be  so  offered 
and  accepted  at  the  rate  proposed  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  8 
pr.  centum  pr.  annum,  payable  semi-annually  at  the  loan  office  of  this 
Republic  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  Certificates  of  stock  so  to 
be  created  shall  be  irredeemable  without  the  consent  of  the  holder  there- 
of for  the  full  term  of  fifty  years  from  the  date  of  such  certificates,  rnd 
shall  be  transferable  only  on  the  books  of  the  stock-Commissioner 
for  this  loan  at  the  loan  office  of  this  Republic,  or  at  such  bank  or 
other  office  as  shall  be  appointed  to  supply  the  plan  of  a  loan  office 
in  the  City  of  New  Orleans  or  other  City  in  which  portions  of  this 
loan  shall  be.  subscribed  for 

Seen.  4    Be  &c 

That  the  Certificates  of  stock,  so  to  be  created,  shall  not  be  issued 
until  the  amount  of  money  corresponding  with  the  amount  of  stock 
at  the  rate  at  which  the  proposals  shall  have  been  accepted,  shall 
have  been  deposited  to  the  credit  of  this  Republic  in  the^® 
Bank  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  or  other  city  in  which  portions  of 
this  loan  shall  be  effected ;  they  shall  be  signed  by  the  Comsr.  —  and 
countersigned  by  the  Consul  Bank-Cashier  or  other  agent  appointed 
to  issue  the  same,  who  shall  keep  a  register  of  all  such  certificates, 
and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  conform  to  the  rules  and  usages  of  the 
loan  office  of  the  U  S  A  in  the  registry  and  transfer  of  the  same  and 


•"^eO"  Is  written  in  pencil  above  "80"  In  the  document. 
"Blank  in  the  document. 
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it  shall  be  lawfuU  for  the  Comsr.,  to  be  appointed  under  this  act,  to 
contract,  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  of  the  President  of  this 
Republic  with  the  president  and  directors  of  any  Bank,  or  the  cashire 
thereof  with  the  sanction  of  the  direction  of  sd.  Bank  to  act  as  fiscal 
agent  or  loan  ofScer  for  this  Republic,  and  to  allow  a  compensation 
therefor,  not  exceeding  half  of  one  pr.  centum  on  the  amount  of  money 
actually  received  by  him  and  paid  over  to  the  treasury  of  this 
Republic 

Seen.  5     Be  &c 

That  in  case  a  sum  exceding  the  amount  of  500,000  Dollars  shall  be 
found  by  the  Comr —  on  opening  the  sd.  proposals  to  have  been 
offered  at  rates  above  the  minimum  limitation  contained  in  this  act, 
then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  accept  such  of  sd.  pro- 
posals as  in  his  opinion  will  be  more  favorable  to  the  interests  of 
this  Republic  not  exceding  the  amount  of  500,000  Dolls.,  Unless  the 
President  shall  in  his  discretion  especially  instruct  him  to  accept 
such  excess  of  offers,  over  the  amount  of  500,000  Dolls.,  which  he  the 
President  is  hereby  expressly  authorised  to  do,  and  such  instructions 
relative  to  the  amount  of  stock  to  be  issued  and  the  minimum  rate  at 
which  offers  to  loan  money  may  be  accepted  shall  be  of  full  force  and 
virtue  in  law  as  tho  they  were  a  part  of  this  enactment,  and  all  pro- 
posals accepted  in  any  one  city  shall  be  accepted  at  the  minimum  rate 
at  which  any  proposal  in  sd.  city  shall  be  accepted 

Sec  6    Be  &c 

That  in  case  any  specie  paying  Bank,  or  Banks,  shall  become 
original  stockholders  in  the  loan  authorised  by  this  act,  to  an  amount 
not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  Dollars,  then  and  in  that  case 
the  bills  or  notes  of  such  Bank  or  Banks  shall  be  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  all  duties  and  public  dues  to  this  Government  so  long  as  it 
or  they  shall  continue  to  redeem  their  bills  in  specie,  and  no  other 
foreign  Bank  bills  or  notes  than  those  of  the  Bank  or  Banks  which 
shall  become  original  stockholders  in  sd.  loan  to  the  amount  of  100 
M  Dolls  or  of  Banks  which  may  hereafter  become  original  stock- 
holders in  a  loan  to  this  Govt,  to  the  Amot.  of  500  M  Dollars  shall 
be  recieved  in  payment  for  lands  purchased  of  this  Govt,  nor  for 
duties  or  any  public  dues  —  nor  shall  any  other  foreign  Bank  bills 
other  than  those  specified  in  this  section  as  to  be  receivable  for 
public  dues  be  receivable  in  payment  or  deposite  by  any  Bank  which 
may  be  hereafter  chartered  by  this  Govt.,  and  the  amount  of  this 
loan  taken  by  any  Bank  or  Banks  shall  be  received  in  the  bills  or 
notes  of  sd.  Bank  made  payable  to  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
this  Republic  and  be  endorsed  by  him  and  paid  into  the  treasury  or 
in  bills  payable  to  bearer  at  the  option  of  sd.  Bank 

Sec  7 

That  so  much  of  the  revenue  of  this  Republic  which  shall  be 
derived  from  sales  of  public  lands,  as  shall  be  suflScient  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  stock  to  be  created  under  the  authority  vested  by 
this  act  shall  be  pledged  and  it  is  hereby  solemnly  pledged  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  which  shall  accrue  on  sd.  stock  in  preference 
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to  any  other  claims  upon  the  treasury  not  now  existing  and  recog- 
nised by  law,  and  in  case  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands  shall 
at  any  time  be  insufficient  to  pay  the  interest  which  may  become 
due  thereon  the  same  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated 

Sec  8  — 

That  in  case, the  objects  of  this  act  shall  not  be  attained  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  the  Commissioner  for  negociating  this  loan  shall 
procede  to  such  other  citys  as  the  President  shall  direct  and  there 
endeavour  to  effect  the  same 

Seen.  9 

That  the  Comsr.  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid  as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  and  to  defray  his  travelling 
and  personal  expenses  one  pr.  centum  on  the  amount  which  shall  be 
actually  paid  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  any  loan  effected  by 
him  in  conformity  with  this  Act 

Seen.  10 

That  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  the  president  to  negociate 
a  loan  on  the  bonds  of  the  Govt,  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  Dol- 
lars, be  and  it  is  hereby  repealed 

Provided  nevertheless  that  in  case  any  loan  shall  have  been  nego- 
ciated  in  conformity  with  sd.  Act  before  the  promulgation  of  this 
Act  in  the  place  where  such  loan  may  have  been  negociated  the  same 
shall  be  —  ratified 

[Endorsed] 
A  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  prompt  relief 
of  the  Creditors  of  Govt. 

No.  973 

[1839  c.  Jan.  16]^^  M.  B.  LAMAR.    MESSAGE  TO  THE  HOUSE 
OP  REPRESENTATIVES 

To  the  House  of  Representatives 
In  compliance  with  the  Resolution  of  the  Honorable  the 
House  of  Representatives,  requesting  the  President  to  transmit 
to  that  Honorable  body  **a  copy  of  a  letter'^**  received  from  the 
*  *  General,  or  Officer  Commanding  the  Third  Division  of  the  Mexican 
'*  Federalist  Army,  and  also  to  acquaint  the  House  with  his  views 
**and  sentiments  in  relation  thereto,  and  also  as  to  the  propriety 
**of  communicating  with  the  author  of  the  same'',  the  President  here- 
with transmits  to  your  Honorable  body,  a  letter  reed,  from  Licentiate 
Anto.  Canales,  being  the  only  document  in  the  Executive  department, 

*Thi8  document  was  dated  "1838  or  1839'*  in  the  calendar.  A  comparison 
with  no.  1015  win  show  that  the  date  given  above  is  more  accurace.  The 
document  is  printed  here,  however,  to  preserve  the  original  numbering. 

»No.  934[?]. 
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in  relation  to  the  subject  of  which  the  Resolution  treats.    In  the 
present  state  of  our  National  relations  with  Mexico,  the  Executive 
can  perceive  no  [benefit]  in  communicating  with  the  writer  of  this 
letter,  or  with  [any  other  o]fficial  personage  of  that  Republic,  who 
may  be  in  open  revolt  [against  the  gov]ernment,  provided  in  th[e] 
opinion  of  Congress  any  benefit  woul[d]  be  likely  to  result  from  the 
Correspondence.  —  The  proposition  made  by  Genl.  Canales  for  such 
steps  to  be  taken  by  this  Government,  as  may  preserve  harmony  on 
the  border,  is  cordially  received  by  the  Executive,  who  is  ever  ready 
to  reciprocate  every  friendly  disposition,  and  to  adopt  all  honorable 
measures  which  may  tend  to   supercede   the   necessity  of  further 
hostilities;  but  whe[ther  the]  course  suggested  in  the  accompanying 
letter  be  the  one  [best  cftlcjulated  to  attain  the  desired  end,  or  not, 
is  respectfully  submitte[d  to  the]   wisdom  &  determination  of  Con- 
gress.   That  some  law  on  the  su[b]  ject  may  be  productive  of  good  is 
very  probable;  and  any  which  the  Honorable  Congress  may  think 
proper  to  pass,  will  meet  with  Executive  approbation.     But  while 
the  Executive  still  adheres  to  his  original  views  as  submitted  in  his 
Message  to  Congress,  of  meeting  **with  alacrity,  the  first  indication 
of  a  desire  for  a  just  and  honorable  peace,'*  —  and  while  he  is  daily 
strengthened  in  the  hope  of  bringing  about  an  honorable  adjustment 
of  our  difficulties  with  the  National  enemy  by  amicable  negotiation, 
he-would  urge  upon  the  serious  consideration  of  Congress,  the  neces- 
sity of  avoiding  the  danger  which  may  result  from  placing  too  great 
reliance   upon   such   indications.     The   importance   of   immediately 
placing  the  Nation  and  keeping  it  is  such  a  state  of  preparation  for 
defence  as  will  enable  her  to  meet  every  possible  emergency,  and 
avail  herself  of  all  advantages  which  may  arise  from  the  fluctuating 
policy,  or  present  embarrassed  condition  of  her  enemies,  is  forcibly 
presented  to  the  mind  of  the  Executive,  &  will  doubtless  suggest  itself 
to  your  Honorable  body.    If  it  be  the  wish  of  Congress  that  a  friendly 
intercourse  &  traffic  with  such  of  the  Mexicans  as  are  disposed  to 
neutrality,  or  are  in  a  state  of  hostility  to  their  own  Government, 
should  be  encouraged,   it  will  be  obvious  that  such   intercourse  & 
traffic,  if  not  protected  by  a  competent  force  on  the  borders  would 
scon  degenerate  into  a  system  of  plunder,  robbery  &  murder,  alto- 
gether subversive  of  the  peaceful  ends  for  which  they  shall  be  estab- 
lished ;  and  instead  of  being  productive  of  public  good,  would  result 
in  disastrous  conseciuenees  to  our  citizens  on  the  frontier,  &  destroy 
all  tlie  hopes  of  negotiation,  to  which  the  present  amicable  feelings  of 
the  liberal  party  in  ]\Iexieo,  has  given  rise.     The  President  is  dis- 
posed to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  he  believes  will  grow  out  of 
s[uch  an  in]  tercourse,  unless  regulated  by  an  efficient  force,  on  [the 
border;   but]    the  tendency  they  would   have  to  widen   the  brench 
a[lready  exis]ting  between  the  two  Governments,  &  protract  the  period 
at  which  the  independence  of  our  own,  must  be  acknowledged.    While 
he  would  be  the  last  to  decline  a  necessary  war,  he  would  be  the  first 
to  adopt  every  proper  measure  which  might  conduce  to  the  attainment 
of  an  honorable  peace.     He  is  however  compel'd  to  add,  that  unless 
the  necessary  appropriations  be   [made]   by  the  Honorable  Congress 
his  means  of  accomplishing   [the  one  or]    the  other  will  be  wholly 
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inadequate;   and  that    [no   impor]tant   benefits   can   result  to   the 
Country  from  attempting  either  — 

[Endorsed] 
A  Communication  to 
Congress  touching  the 
transmission  &c  of  the 
Letter  of  L  A  Carlos,  & 
suggesting  an   appropriation 


No.  974 

[1838  or  1839],  P.  [L.  JACKSON,  COLUMBUS?  GEORGIA?],  TO 

[MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON?  TEXAS] 

Introducing  George  T.  Wood.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  975 

[1838f].  JAMES  KERR  AND  J0[H1N  p.  LINN,  [MATAGORDA? 

TEXAS],  TO  [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON?  TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Thomas  M.  Duke  for  appointment  as  collector  of  the 
port  of  Matagorda.    L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  976 

[1838 f],  ANONYIVIOUS.    ESSAY  ON  EDUCATION 

It  is  highly  deserving  of  notice  that  while  the  Republican  theory  is 
held  in  such  great  admiration  at  this  moment  throughout  a  large  por- 
tion of  Europe,  we —  the  sons  and  descendants  of  those  who  perilled 
every  thing  for  freedom  are  too  frequently  found  emulating  the  man- 
ners of  the  monarchical  governments  of  the  Old  World —  It  is  im- 
possible not  to  see  that  this  arises  from  a  radically  defective  system 
of  Education  which  addressing  itself  along  to  the  mind  leaves  the 
morals  of  a  people  at  the  mercy  of  those  chances  and  caprices  which 
principles  of  public  virtue,  early  and  assiduously  inculcated  can 
alone  enable  them  to  rise  superior  to —  It  is  in  my  mind  an  error  too 
prevalent  to  consider  education  as  having  reference  to  the  intellectual 
to  the  exclu[slion  of  the  moral  improvement  of  the  species.  Such 
however  was  not  the  nature  of  that  discipline  which  by  rejecting  the 
embellishments  of  the  understanding  and  nourishing  the  severer 
virtues  enabled  the  little  republic  of  Sacedenmon[  ?]  peacibly  to 
preserve  its  liberties  while  the  rest  of  Greece  had  fallen  a  prey  to 
civil  discord —  Those  common  schools  which  are  emphatically  the 
boast  of  this  a^e  had  their  origin  at  Sparta —  but  very  different  were 
the  lessons  which  they  will  he  found  respectively  to  have  inculcated — 
The  Knowledge  diffused  amont;  the  people  there  comprised  the  duties 
of  religion  obedience  to  the  laws,  inflexible  honor,  contempt  of  danger 
and  Superior  to  all ;  the  love  of  country —  when  they  proceeded  to  ex- 
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change  this  Knowledge  for  that  of  the  Schools  technically  so  called — 
when  more  refinement  of  manners  supplanted  public  virtue,  from  that 
moment  their  greatness  declined  and  they  fell  under  the  sword  of  the 
invader —  It  is  a  mere  chimera  then  that  we  ascribe  virtue  as  the  dis 
tinguishing  principle  of  Republics  if  at  the  same  tim[e]  we  content 
ourselves  with  merely  skimming  over  the  theory  of  it  in  the  mind  re- 
gardless of  the  practise —  for  in  this  way  we  shall  only  Succeed,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  in  presenting  an  instance  of  the  truth  of  the  startling 
position  laid  down  in  that  work  of  a  celebrated    English    author — 
There  was  no  lack  of  intellect  in  Prance  at  the  period  of  her  first 
great  revolution,  but  that  intellect^ —  the  learning  of  her  Encyclo- 
pedients —  unchecked  &  unchastened  by  the  virtues  of  a  Lycurvgus, 
hlazed  around  the  political  fabric  and  crumbled  it  into  ashes —  Intel- 
lect apart  from  moral  culture  can  never  be  relied  on  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  any  of  the  great  practical  ends  of  society,  it  teaches  indeed  how 
to  rear  but  is  powerless  to  perpetuate.    The  loss  of  liberty  in  Rome 
was  nearly  contemporaneous  with  her  greatest  intellectual  achieve- 
ments—  It  is  not  so  much  a  Knowledge  of  their  rights  that  the  people 
regard  as  a  virtuous  &  rigid  appreciation  of  the  great  principles  of 
-civil  liberty —  Education  then   [s]hould  be  of  a  two  fold  character 
alwaj^s —  directed  to  the  culture  as  well  of  the  moral  as  of  the  in- 
tellectual principles  of  the  rising  youth  of  our  country —  Their  vir- 
tues as  citizens  of  a  free  commonwealth,  can  alone  guard  against  the 
gradual  inroads  of  those  insiduous  habits,  and  the  associations  that 
attach  to  them  which  are  more  despotic  than  Laws —  It  eminently  be- 
hooves us  to  cultivate  those  principles  of  public  duty  their  fidelity 
to  which  won  for  the  Spartans  at  Thermopylae  the  noble  inscription 
of  the  Grecian  port,  that  those  who  fell  there  died  in  obedience  to 
iJie  Laws  of  their  Country —  Without  that  abiding  sense  of  what  we 
owe  to  the  Republic  we  may  at  no  distant  day  exhibit  the  mortifying 
spectacle  of  a  people  who  though  still  living  under  a  free  Government 
have  yet  lapsed  from  that  virtuous  simplicity  of  manners  that  should 
characterise  a  Republic,  and  become  the  Slaves  of  those  co[n]ven- 
tional  ideas,  and  the  practices  that  flow  from  them,  that  should  find 
countenance  and  support  only  under  despotic  institutions —  It  is  not 
to  be  disguised  then  that  the  only  adequate  correction  for  those  evils 
which  in  spite  of  academies  may  yet  spring  up  around  us,  shadowing 
the  superstructure  of  our  liberties,  and  perhaps  finally  undermining 
it,  will  be  found  to  consist  in  such  a  system  of  Education  as  shall 
prepare  the  hearts  as  well  as  understandings  of  the  future  yourth  of 
our  Country  for  entering  upon  the  great  business  of  the  Republic 
with  a  grave  and  solenm  sense  of  the  vast  debt  of  responsibility  which 
they  owe  to  the  institutions  under  which  we  live —  a  system  that 
-shall  have  for  its  end  true  good  and  appropriate  glory  of  those  match- 
less institutions,  and  for  its  sanctions  the  high  and  ennobling  lessons— 
the  great  example  taught  us  by  the  Sages  and  patriots  of  Republican 
integrity 

[Incomplete] 
'^occasion  to  present  the  merits  of  this  fruitful  theme,  and  I  have  only 


"From  this  point  the  document  Is  In  the  hand  of  W.  Jefferson  Jones.  It 
is  written  on  a  separate  sheet,  but  was  found  with  the  preceding  essay  and 
iseems  to  be  conclusion  for  it. 
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adverted  to  it  as  one  of  the  most  important  objects  of  government 
whilst  I  am  disposed  to  claim  for  this  exalted  science  such  helps  as 
Congress  may  consider  itself  able  to  furnish,  satisfied  that  this  hon- 
orable body  will  require  no  prompting  from  any  source  to  aid  in  the 
elevation  of  the  only  standard  of  true  excellence,  by  the  diffusion 
of  knowledge  &  virtue. 

The  riches  of  a  people  consist  no  less  in  the  productions  of  the  mind 
than  in  the  fruitful  harvest  of  her  soil,  and  conduce  far  more  than 
the  wealth  of  mines  to  the  elevation  of  national  character  and  to 
the  preservation  of  free  government.  The  fertilizing  streams  of 
cultivation  are  as  requisite  to  the  supply  of  rich,  intellectual  fruits, 
as  the  dews  of  Heaven  are  necessary  to  bring  forth  the  valuable  pro- 
ductions of  the  earth.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  government  to  endow  a 
National  College  and  to  establish  primary  schools  throughout  the 
Republic  upon  the  most  liberal  policy  which  her  resources  will  permit. 
A  virtuous  education  being  the  great  basis  of  Republican  government, 
there  is  every  claim  upon  the  Representatives  of  the  people  to  call 
forth  early  &  liberal  legislation.  Perhaps  this  object  could  in  no  wise 
be  better  and  more  effectually  accomplished  than  by  the  establishment 
of  a  department  for  the  government,  to  whose  diligence  and  care  this 
interesting  branch  of  public  affairs  should  be  specially  committed. 
The  formation  of  a  wise  &  permanent  system  of  education  is  not  a 
work  of  easy  accomplishment.  Some  of  the  most  distinguished  states- 
men of  England  and  America  have  been  engaged  for  years  in  the  active 
investigation  of  this  subject,  and  they  do  not  yet  seem  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  result  of  their  labors.  It  is  now  the  prominent  topic  of 
discussion  among  the  statesmen  of  Great  Britain,  and  no  one  of  them 
has  devoted  more  labor  or  shed  [m]ore  light  upon  education  that 
Lord  Brougham.  We  should  undervalue  its  importance,  if  we  passed 
lightly  or  carelessly  over  this  powerful  lever  of  popular  government. 
It  is  the  great  support  of  man.  All  other  acquirements  may  change — 
fortune  may  be  lost —  Ambition  may  be  foiled —  friendship  may 
be  uprooted,  but  education  remains  as  a  shrine,  where  the  best  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  may  be  sheltered,  when  we  are  within  the 
sphere  of  knowledge,  we  may  be  said  to  be  in  an  empire  of  enchant- 
ment—  Amidst  confusion,  its  spirit  will  calm  the  tumult  of  the 
mind —  As  the  rays  of  the  sun,  it  will  scatter  the  mists  of  doubt  & 
fear —  And  like  the  polar  star  to  the  marine  at  sea,  it  will  guide  the 
follower  to  the  haven  of  happiness  &  prosperity. 

No.  977 

[i858?],  ANONYMOUS 

Texas  as  the  property  of  the  United  States.  Newspaper  clipping. 
Incomplete. 
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No.  978 

[c.  1838t,  M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON ?].    NOTES   CONCERNLNQ 
THE  CONSULTATION  AND  CONVENTION 

\From  Judge  Orimes. 

The  first  public  meeting  on  the  subject  of  our  Revolution  was  held 
at  Columbia  25  July  1835.  where  resolutions  were  adopted  recommend- 
ing? other  portions  of  the  country  to  hold  similar  meetings  to  know 
whether  it  were  expedient  or  not  to  elect  delegates  to  a  Consultation, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  public  affairs —  Similar  meet- 
ings were  held  in  every  municipality ;  and  all  agreed  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  holding  such  a  consultation  as  was  recommended  by  Colum- 
bia—  Members  were  accordingly  elected,  from  the  various  munici- 
palities— 

(Note  The  meeting  at  Columbia  appointed  committies  in  every 
municipality  of  safety  &  correspondence,  &  pent  to  the  gentlemen  se- 
lected as  champion  for  the  same) 

Before  the  members  elect,  could  convene  for  the  Consultation,  Coss 
came  in,  and  a  portion  of  the  members  meeting  at  San  Phillipa  ap- 
pointed a  central  committee  of  safety  &  correspondence  with  paramt 
authority  to  act  for  the  best  of  the  country,  whilst  the  members  gen- 
erally of  the  consultation  repaired  to  the  field,  for  the  purpose  of 
meeing  Coss —  The  time  appointed  for  the  holding  of  the  consultation 
was  originally  15th  October;  but  in  consequence  of  this  invasion,  it 
was  not  held  until  1st  November —  The  Consultation  was  intended 
to  have  met  at  Washington,  so  designated  by  Columbia  Resohitns; 
but  after  leaving  the  army  as  above  stated,  the  members  concluded 
to  hold  it  at  San  phillippe —  It  was  accordingly  held  there. 

San  P.  Nacog,  Milam 
That  Consultation,  Declared  in  favcr  of  the  Constitution  of  1824. 
The  Land  offices  was  closed ;  and  committies  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  the  records —  There  were  at  this  time,  open  the  followg  land  offices, 
one  at  San  phillippe,  Nacogdoches,  Milam,  Refiighio  and  Gonzales— 
Their  operations  were  all  suspended.  They  established  a  provisional 
Govermt,  constituted  thus ;  one  member  out  of  each  municipality  was 
chosen  as  a  council  to  continue  at  San  phillippe,  in  constant  session. 
A  Govr.  &  Lieut  Govr.  were  elected ;  the  Lieut.  Govr.  was  to  be  the 
President  of  the  Council.  A  difficulty  soon  ensued  between  the  Govr. 
Lieut.  Govr.  &  the  Council —  The  Council  and  Lieut.  Govr.  were  in 
favor  of  taking  Matamoras;  the  Govr.  was  opposed  to  the  measure; 
a  quarrell  arose;  the  council  &  Lieut.  Govr.  attempted  to  act  inde- 
dendently  of  the  Govr —  The  Lieut.  Governor,  assumed  the  Govrs. 
Chair,  and  McMullin  was  chosen  President  of  ^he  Council —  The  peo- 
ple became  much  distrusted  with  them  all,  and  whole  govt,  dissolved 
into  thin  air —  The  consultation  adjourned  with  a  view  of  reassembl- 
ing at  some  future  period;  either  themselves,  or  new  delegates;  for 
the  purpose  of  meetinor  with  more  ample  &  plenary  powers.  The  Pro- 
visional Govt,  appointed  a  time  &  mode  of  electing  &  holding  a  Con- 
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vention  with  plenary  powers —     This  Convention,  in  Washington 
March  1st.  1836  and  declared  their  independence  on  the  2  march — 
(Andrew  Robinson  settled  near  Washington  22  Deer.  1821) 


Coss  Campaign. 

In  October  Coss  landed  at  Copano,  marched  up  to  Goliad,  left  a 
small  force  there  and  proceeded  with  his  main  arm  to  St  Antonio — 
An  attempt  was  made  to  intercept  him  &  cnt  him  off  before  he  could 
reach  the  Alamo ;  but  a  sufficient  force  could  not  be  raised  in  time  to 
do  it — 

Coss  was  captured  Deer — 

On  the  2nd  March,  the  Convention  appointed  Genl.  Houston  Com- 
mander in  Chief —  he  had  received  the  appointment  by  the  Con- 
sultation; &  was  renued  or  confirmed  by  the  Convention. 


The  Constitution  was  adopted  on  the  eving  of  the  16  March —  they 
adjourned  in  great  haste  on  the  17  expecting  the  Enemy  to  be  upon 
them  every  hour — •  That  night  they  appointed  the  officers  of  the 
Govt.  Adenterim.  They  also  passed  st  Ressolution  authorizing  the 
Secry.  to  sign  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  convention,  to  the 
Constitution — 


[Endorsed] 

Notes  respecting  the  Consultation,  Coss  and  the  Convention —  from 
Judge  Grimes  Montgomery 


From  Judge  Orimes 

Whilst  the  convention  was  in  session  at  Washington,  its  busi- 
ness was  subject  to  constant  interruptions  from  alarms  about  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.  On  the  16th  March,  intelligence  (but  false) 
was  received,  that  Guiano,  who  was  supposed  to  be  on  his  way  to 
Nacogdoches,  above  Tenoxticlan  was  marching  down  upon  Washing- 
ton-; and  would  be  very  soon  in  the  town.  This  threw  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  into  great  consternation.  They  knew  not 
what  to  do.  Captain  Teel  had  but  just  passed  thro*  the  city  on  his 
way  to  Gonzalez  with  a  company  of  Regulars,  who  however  had  no 
arms.  It  was  known  that  there  were  some  muskets  and  amunition 
at  San  philippe.  John  Alcorn  and  Simon  Miller  volunteered  their 
services  to  bear  an  order  to  Teel  to  repair  forthwith  to  San  phillippe, 
arm  his  men  and  return  to  Washington.  The  only  authority  in  the 
country  then  w^as  the  convention.  The  President  of  the  body  granted 
the  necessary  order;  and  the  two  gentlemen  above  named,  proceeded 
on  after  Teefl.  They  had  gone  but  a  few  miles,  bfore  they  returned 
in  full  speed  under  whip  &  spur  &  all-breathless,  with  the  alarming 
tiding  that  Gouiana  was  upon  the  city —  The  convention  was  in  ses- 
sion, then  late  at  night;  and  being  seized  wdth  dreadful  apprehen- 
sions, immediately  adopted  the  Constitution,  then  lying  on  the  Table, 
and  passing  a  Resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  sign  the  names 
of  the  members  of  that  body  to  the  Instrument,  adjourned  in  great 
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confusion.  The  alarm  proved  to  be  false —  Alcorn  and  Miller  had 
overheard  two  Mexicans  who  out  in  the  prairie,  guarding  a  cavayard 
of  horses,  in  conversation,  as  they  were  lying  on  the  grass;  and 
mistook  them  for  the  spies  of  Gouiana,  The  convention  met  the 
next  day,  and  after  appointing  the  officers  of  the  Govt,  ad  interim, 
then  dissolved —  consult  the  journals  to  see  the  precise  date  when 
the  officers  of  the  Govt.  Ad  interim  were  appointed ;  uncertain  whether 
it  was  on  the  16,  or  17 — 

No.  979 

1839  Jan.  1,  LEWIS  H.  SANDS,  GREEN  CASTLE,  INT)IANA,  TO 
[MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR], 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

His  own  family  connection  and  services  to  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment; inquiry  regarding  prospects  for  an  army  appointment 
should  he  emigrate  to  Texas.    A.  L.  S.     3  p. 

No.  980 

1839  Jan,  1,  M.  HUNT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

New  Orleans  1st  Jany  1839 
My  Dear  Sir: 

The  detention  necessary  for  the  arrangement  of  J^y 
private  affairs  in  this  country  has  been  far  beyond  my  anticipa- 
tions when  I  wrote  to  you  last  and  I  regret  to  state  that  my  departure 
from  this  city  will  be  unavoidably  protracted  until  the  Cuba  sets 
out  on  the  8th.  This  delay  is  a  source  of  more  regret  to  me  than 
it  possibly  can  be  to  any  one  else  but  I  hope  it  will  not  ceriondy 
effect  the  operations  of  the  Department  which  you  have  done  me  the 
honor  to  place  me  in  charge  of. 

Your  cabinet  appointments  have  given  great  satisfaction  to  the 
friends  of  Texas  in  this  country,  and  your  inaugural  address  has 
received  and  continues  to  receive  universal  admiration.  I  will  take 
the  liberty  to  state  that  I  think  it  one  of  the  ablest  state  papers 
of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen.  There  is  not  an  untenable  position  or 
one  that  I  do  not  most  zealously  subscribe  to  in  it,  and  so  far  as  it 
may  be  in  my  power,  whether  as  an  officer  of  government  or  a  private 
citizen,  you  may  calculate  on  a  warm  support  of  them. 

I  am  exceedingly  gratified  to  learn  through  the  news  papers  that 
our  steam  ship  and  six  sail  vessels  have  been  purchased  by  one 
of  the  government  agents  It  will  enable  me  to  enter  upon  my  new 
duties  with  peculiar  pleasure.  Indeed  if  I  were  desired  to  select  I 
should  under  the  present  circumstances  prefer  the  Department  to  which 
I  have  been  appointed  to  any  other  in  your  cabinet.  I  hope  that 
the  other  officers  are  equally  pleased  with  their  positions. 

Farefax  Cattel  Esqr.  late  secretary  of  our  Legation  at  Washing- 
ton city  will  accept  the  appointment  of  consul  general  at  New 
York  and  I  should  be  extremely  gratified  to  see  the  office  tendered 
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to  him.  I  consider  him  more  competent,  and  greatly  more  deserving 
of  the  station  than  the  present,  or  late,  incumbent,  Mr.  Woodard. 
Mr.  Burnley  the  late  associat  commissioner  to  make  our  loan  is  an 
able  an  efficient  officer  in  that  position  and  his  efforts  have  been  so 
zealous  and  tallented  that  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  pro- 
priety of  retaining  him  as  one  of  the  new  commissioners  to  effect 
that  desirable  object. 

I  hope  the  congress  will  charter  a  joint  stock  Bank  before  it 
adjourns  on  the  principle  of  the  Mississippi  &  Louisiana  Union  Banks. 
Our  progress  cannot  be  other  than  slow  in  the  development  of  our 
resources  unless  means  be  provided  for  the  purpose  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Be  pleased  to  do  me  the  honor  to  tender  my  high  regards  to  the 
members  of  your  cabinet —  and  say  to  them  all  how  very  much  I  am 
pleased  at  the  honor  of  being  associated  with  them  in  aiding  you  to 
discharge  the  arduous  duties  which  will  devolve  on  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government  during  your  administration  of  it 

I  have  the  honor  to 
be  your  ob't  sv't 
Memucan  Hunt 
To 

His  Excellency  •  Gen.  Memucan  Hunt 

M.  B.  Lamar 
&c  &c  &c 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Memucan  Hunt 

M.  B.  Lamar  New  Orleans  1st  Jay  '39 

Brest.  &c.  &c. 
Courtesy  ]  Houston 

of  Colo  Moore  f  Texas 

No.  981 

[1839]    Jan.  1,  MEMUCAN  HUNT,   NEW   ORLEANS,  [LOUISI- 
ANA], TO  MIRABEAU  [BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Colonel  Thomas  J.  Moore.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  982 

1839  Jan,  2,  J.  BAKER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

(  Indian  Agency 
/  San  Antonio  Jan  2nd.  1839 
His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar, 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  my  last 
communication  to  the  War  Department  nothing  of  importance  has 
occurred  on  this  frontier,  with  regard  to  the  Indians.  The  Comanches 
are  occasionally  seen  in  this  neighborhood  but  so  far  as  I  have  been 
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informed  have  not  for  some  time  committed  any  depredations—  A 
Mexican  who  has  been  a  captive  among  them  lately  made  his  escape 
and  came  into  this  town.  He  says  they  are  talking  of  an  expedition 
against  this  place  with  the  intention  of  taking  it.  Of  this  however 
we  have  no  fear.  I  say  nothing  of  the  unfortunate  affair  of  the 
children  who  were  taken  near  Gonzales  as  you  will  probably  have 
received  before  this  reaches,  a  more  circumstantial  account  than  I 
can  give,  The  Lipans  and  Tonkeways  are  still  friendly.  The  former 
I  believe,  have  not  committed  a  single  act  of  hostility  since  the  treaty 
was  made.  They  are  now,  as  well  as  I  can  learn,  upon  the  head 
waters  of  Peach,  or  Plumb  Creek  East  of  the  Guadalupe,  killing 
Buffalo  and  laying  up  a  supply  of  provisions.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
they  and  the  Tonkeways  may  at  any  time  be  employed  against  the 
Comanches,  as  their  Chiefs  have  invariably  told  me  that  they  were 
redy  to  go  on  expedition  whenever  a  small  force  of  whites  would 
accompany  them. 

With  regard  to  the  Comanches  I  am  of  opinion  that  one  successful 
campaign  against  them  would  be  of  more  service  than  a  million  of 
dollars  expended  in  attempting  to  conciliate  them  by  presents. 

Until  further  instructions  are  received  I  shall  continue  to  advise 
the  Government  of  whatever  may  occur  in  regard  to  the  Indians  in 
this  quarter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's 
Very  Obedient  & 

Humble  Servant 
Joseph  Baker 
Indian  Agent 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed! 

Bexar  Jany  12.  /39  Joseph  Baker  Indn.  Agent 

To  San  Antonio  2  Jany  1839 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar,  Eecd,  35th,  Feb-- 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas    Official 

City  of  Houston 

No.  983 

1839  Jan,  2,  W[ILLIS]   ROBERTS,  GALVESTON,   [TEXAS],  TO 
MIRABEAU  B[U0NAPARTE1  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

His  own  induction  into  office ;  the  selection  of  subordinates ;  Joel 
[Roberts]  the  deputy  collector;  Dr.  Kelton,  the  cashier,  indorsed  for 
notary  public  of  the  port.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
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No.  984 

1839  Jan.  2,  G.  L.  HAMMEKEN  TO  M'.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Houston,  January  2d.  1839. 
Genl.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 
Respected  Sir, 

as  there  are  two  subjects  about  which  I  wish  to 
converse  with  you  I  think  it  well  to  talk  to  you  through  this  letter. 

The  first  is  on  the  subject  of  a  peace  with  Mexico —  concerning 
which  I  have,  since  last  seeing  you,  had  a  long  conversation  with 
Robertson,  which  has  left  me  under  a  strong  impression  that  if  acted 
upon  immediately,  peace  may  be  obtained. 

I  am  fully  aware  my  dear  Sir,  that  my  conduct  may  appear  in  this 
matter  somewhat  presumptuous —  but  I  rely  on  your  indulgence 
believing  that  you  will  give  me  credit  for  a  sincere  desire  to  see  out 
country  flourish. 

Your  sentiments  in  relation  to  annexation,  as  expressed  in  your 
inaugural  address,  so  perfectly  in  accordance  with  my  own,  when 
translated  into  Spanish  &  inserted  in  their  Journals,  I  feel  convinced 
will  produce  a  powerful  effect  in  Mexico,  &  ten[d]  more  than  any- 
thing else  to  bring  about  the  desired  arrangement. 

In  the  Senate  there  are  men  who  I  believe  will  one  day  oppose  you 
*' right  or  wrong — '*  but  nevertheless  I  think  that  measures  may  be 
taken  at  once  to  compromise  them  in  writing  to  sustain  you  on  this 
subject. 

You  are  already  apprised  that  the  Federal  party  are  about  com- 
ing into  power —  should  it  actually  be  the  case,  the  arangement  can 
be  effected  at  once —  but  should  the  present  party  be  in  power  on 
the  arrival  of  our  commissioners  at  Mexico,  it  may  take  months  to 
bring  about  the  negotiations. 

I  would  not  have  taken  the  liberty  to  write  to  you  on  the  subject, 
were  it  not  that  I  wished  to  mention  another.  I  believe  I  may  say 
without  vanity  that  T  could  be  instrumental  in  Mexico  in  effecting 
the  object,  &  am  willing  to  go  on  either  as  one  of  the  commissioners 
or  as  secretary  to  them,  without  pay  or  emolument  from  the  Govern- 
ment—  but  in  order  to  do  so  I  wish  now  to  refer  to  the  purchase  you 
contemplated  making  of  me  in  the  summer  of  1837 —  I  have  no 
means  other  than  those  lands,  11  leagues  of  which  I  will  sell  to  you 
at  25  cts —  payable  on  such  terms  or  time  as  will  make  it  perfectly 
convenient —  with  the  understanding  that  your  notes  bear  an  interest 
of  8%  p  ann.  It  is  my  intention  to  get  the  money  on  the  same  from 
a  friend  who  shall  first  pledge  himself  not  to  let  them  pass  from  his 
hands —  and  should  you  credit  me  for  honour  &  discretion,  I  would 
like  to  proceed  to  Washington  City  in  company  with  Austin  Bryan, 
there  procure  a  pass-port  from  Martinez  the  Mexican  Minister  with 
whom  I  am  well  acquainted,  as  also  letters  from  the  president  & 
others  in  authority. 

Frankness  is  the  policy  that  I  will  always  use  with  you.  I  wish  to 
go  to  Mexico — ^firstly —  to  aid  in  obtaining  peace,  which  of  itself  is 
a  suflBcient  inducement  to  make  me  sacrifice  one  half  of  my  posses- 
sions in  this  country.    Secondly,  I  wish  to  regulate  some  unfinished 
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business  that  I  left  there — .  &  as  I  cannot  ffo  as  a  private  individual 
would  like  to  be  associated  with  the  commissioners.  Thirdly,  I  wish 
to  make  an  effort  to  engage  the  house  of  Manning  &  Marshall,  the 
agents  of  the  Barings,  to  aid  me  in  my  Rail  Road  operations.  I  have 
had  several  transactions  with  these  influential  capitalists  &  believe 
I  possess  their  confidence  in  the  highest  degree.  I  left  Mexico  in 
OctV  1835  to  come  to  Texas  under  their  auspices —  the  revolution 
prevented  my  carrying  out  their  views —  the  leading  features  of 
which  were  to  advance  money  to  the  planters.  Should  the  commis- 
sioners succeed,  I  feel  assured  that  I  can  obtain  again  the  protection 
of  this  house. 

I  hope  you  will  forgive  the  freedom  that  I  have  used  with  you, 
and  with  the  assurance  that  I  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  any- 
thing thj^at  you]  think  most  proper  in  relation  to  these  matters 

I  subscribe  myself 
Most  respectfully 

Your  friend  &  Obt  Svt 
Geo :  L.  Hammeken 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To/  Geo.  L.  Hammeken — 

Ilis  Excellency  Houston  Texas  2nd.  Jany.  1839— 

M.  B.  Lamar, 
Present. 

No.  985 

1839  Jan,  3,  J.  F.  PERRY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Peach  Point  near  Quintana,  Texas 
Jany.  3d.  1839 
My  dear  General 

I  was  verry  much  suprised  on  learning  a  day  or  two  ago  that 
the  Custom  House  had  been  removed  as  I  have  understood  by  an 
order  of  the  Executive  from  Quintana  to  Velasco  beleaving  that  it 
was  through  erronious  representations.  I  take  the  liberty  of  stateing 
to  you  the  facts  in  relation  to  that  business,  and  I  do  so  with  out  the 
fear  of  contradiction. 

When  Capt.  J.  Brown  was  first  appointed  collector  for  that  port, 
he  applyed  to  me  to  give  Govt,  a  certen  lot  for  the  Custom  House, 
statin  at  the  same  time  that  that  [sic]  it  was  the  best  location  as  it  was 
the  only  safe  barber  where  vessels  could  lie  particularly  in  rough 
weather.  I  refused  at  the  time  to  give  the  lot  he  wanted.  But  after- 
wards my  agent  Thomas  P.  McKinney  agreed  to  give  the  two  lots 
which  the  custom  house  now  stands  on  on  condition  that  they 
should  be  occupyed  by  Govt,  for  that  purpose,  Capt  Brown  at  the  same 
time  made  with  Mr  McKinney  a  contract  for  the  building  of  a  house, 
which  was  don  I  believe  in  conformity  with  the  agreement,  after  this 
there  was  some  complaints  made  as  to  the  location,  and  the  president 
sent  a  a  \sic]  special  commissioner  Doct.  Smith  to  examine  the  whole 
premissies  and  to  deside  impartially  where  the  best  situation  was. 
On  a  full  examination  he  desided  with  Capt.  Brown  Reed,  the  House 
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built  for  the  purpose  and  also  reed,  a  tittle  to  the  lots.  No  man  knew 
better  the  situation  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eiver  than  Capt.  Brown,  he 
had  lived  there  many  years,  his  private  Interest  was  in  Velasco —  Yet 
notwithstanding  when  he  selected  a  situation  for  the  custom  house 
he  located  it  at  Quintana,  what  better  evidence  can  be  adduced  to 
prove  the  elegebility  of  the  two  places,  now  sir  after  all  this  exam- 
ination after  the  Govt,  has  gon  to  the  expence  of  four  thousand  Dolr 
lars  in  Building,  to  remove  it  to  a  place  where  vessels  cannot  lie  with 
safety  in  any  kind  of  rough  weather  and  to  the  great  inconvenience 
of  those  concurred  mainly  to  satisfy  the  ambition  of  a  few  interested 
persons  is  what  I  cannot  understand  nor  do  I  believe  when  these 
facts  are  known  it  will  be  suffered  I  would  like  my  dear  Sir  you 
would  give  the  matter  your  consideration  before  you  decide  Moses 
Austin  Bryan  leaves  this  morning  for  Houston  prepared  to  proceed 
on  to  Washington  althoug  young  I  have  every  confidence  he  will  do 
his  duty  with  credit  to  himself  and  friends 

My  health  has  been  very  bad  since  I  was  at  Houston  I  am  improv- 
ing some  but  still  feeble  Mrs  Perry,  desires  me  to  present  her  Kindest 
regards  to  you,  I  am  dear  sir  your  friend 

&  well  wisher 

Jam^es  F.  Perry 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar  James  S.  Perry  - 

City  of  Houston  Peach  Point  Jany.  3d/39 

by  Mr  7 
ML  A  Bryan     ( 

No.  986 

1839  Jan.  4,  S.  H.  EVERITT,  [HOUSTON],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON] 

My  dear  General  —  Confidential  — 

I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  opposeing  two  nomina- 
tions that  I  have  Reason  to  presume  You  intend  to  make  I  name  then 
to  You  and  give  a  part  of  my  Reasons  that  You  may  not  be  surprized 
the  first  is,  Doct  A  Smith  as  Surgeon  General  he  has  no  claims  on 
the  country —  and  he  has  not  talent,  merit  or  political  honesty  as  will 
be  shewn  if  an  investigation  be  had  The  second  is  Col  Morgan,  I  have 
had  an  opporunity  of  knowing  something  about  him  and  I  know  of 
no  circumstance  that  Entitles  him  to  the  honorable  and  Lucrative 
post  you  intend  to  assign  him,  You  must  Remember  that  while  at  Col- 
umbia, in  36.  he  was  ordered  to  that  place  on  Serious  Charges,  the 
charges  were  never  made  known,  but  accidents  made  me  acquainted 
with  some  of  them  yesterday,  there  were  Embezzlement  of  Public 
property —  While  at  Galveston —  I  am  bound  to  give  credit  to  the 
Report  though  accidentally  heard,  and  I  therefore  drop  this  line  to 
make  you  acquainted  with  it.  Should  you  desire  to  investigate  the 
matter  I  shall  be  prompt  to  obey  Your  call  for  information. 


One  more  Remark  in  regard  to  Smith    It  has  been  said  that  he 
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once  Reported  to  Gen  Houston  that  he  had,  Disgraced  himself  so  far 
as  to  dine  tvith  You,  I  shall  satisfy  myself  on  this  question  this  day 
and  if  he  could  play  the  sycophant  so  completely  to  Gen  Houston,  to 
secure  his  good  will  he  will  not  stick  to  any  thing  to  hold  Yours,  and 
abandon  You  at  any  moment,  that  his  own  interest  may  require  it. 
Pardon  the  Liberty  I  take  General,  but  though  my  views  may  come 
in  opposition  with  Yours,  in  this  case  I  must  be  frank  I  will  be  honest 
with  you 

Tour  friend 

S  H  Everitt 
[rubric] 
Jany  4^h  1838 

Smith  is  detested  by  this  community  &  may  be  said  to  be  uni- 
versally unpopular. 

S. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Private  J.  H.  Everitt. 

To  His  Houston  4  Jany  1839 

Excellency  M.  B  Lamar  Private 


Present 


No.  987 


1839  Jan,  4,  SAM[UEL1   WHITING,  HOUSTON,    [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAP>RTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Enclosing  a  copy  of  an  unanswered  letter  to  Bee ;  the  Isos  sustained 
by  himself  in  conseqeunce  of  the  printing's  being  given  to  the  Tele- 
graph,   A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  988 

[J839  Jan,  4?,  M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON].     MESSAGE  TO 

CONGRESS 

Cop  of  Veto  to  a  Bill 

making  Mathew  Caldwell 

a  captain 


The  president  has  examined  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize 
Matthew  Caldwell  to  raise  a  company  of  fifty  six  men".  The  object 
proposed  to  be  accomplished  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  meets  his 
entire  approval.  And  to  the  gentleman  designated  as  the  Captain  of 
the  Company,  he  has  not  the  slightest  objection.  But  the  mode  oi 
bis  appointment  appears  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution.  In  the  Seventh  section  of  the  sixth  article  of  that  in- 
strument, we  find  these  words — *'He"  (+he  President  shall  see  that 
the  laws  be  faithfullv  executed,  and  shall  commission  all  the  oflScers 
of  the  Republic."  Section  9th  of  the  same  instrument  [i]s  in  these 
words,  **A11  grants  and  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the 
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authority  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  shall  be  sealed  with  the  great 
seal  and  signed  by  the  President/'  The  bill  under  consideration 
seems  to  have  been  passed  without  reference  to  these  provisions.  It 
places  an  officer  in  command  independent  of  any  commission  from  the 
President;  and  chosen  too,  not  under  Executive  nomination,  nor  by 
popular  election,  nor  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Congress;  but 
by  legislative  Enactment —  a  method  of  military  organization  un- 
known to  the  Constitution;  altogether  at  variance  with  the  genius  of 
our  government,  and  one  which  may  lead  to  confusion  disorganization 
and  disaster.  If  the  system  is  permitted  to  prevail  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Captain,  no  reason  is  perceived  why  it  should  not  in  any 
and  all  other  cases.  Under  such  a  precedent  the  officers  of  navy  & 
the  regular  army,  as  well  as  those  of  the  civil  departments,  may  all 
be  filled  in  total  disregard  of  the  salutary  principles  of  that  para- 
mount law  which  we  should  always  revere  and  obey.  If  the  Congress 
shall  think  proper,  by  another  enactment,  to  continue  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  object  specified,  the  Executive,  bein[g]  apprized  of  the 
wishes  of  your  Honbl.  Body,  will  be  pleased  to  carry  its  views,  into 
immediate  execution  in  a  Constitutional  form.  Believing  that  the  ex- 
ample is  both  dangerous  &  unconstitutional,  I  feel  constrained  to  re- 
turn the  Bill  without  my  official  approval. 

[Endorsed] 
Copy  of  the  Veto  to  a  Bill  making  M athew  Caldwell  Captain. 

No.  989 

1839  Jam,  6,  B.  McGOWAN,  GALVESTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  MIRA- 
BEAU B[U0NAPABTE1  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Giving  his  United  States  address  in  case  he  should  be  wanted  for 
work  in  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  boundary  line,  or  on  the  military 
road.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  990 

1839  Jwi,  7,  R[ICHARD]   G.  DUNLAP,  TREASURY    DEPART- 
MENT, [HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO   [MIRABEAU  BUONA- 
PARTE LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Colonel  William  P.  Miller  for  chief  justice  of  Victoria, 
to  succeed  John  Hays.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  991 

1839  Jan,  7,  JO[H]N  B.  DAWSON,  ST.  FRANCISVILLE,  LOUIS- 

lANA,  TO  MIRABEAU  [BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  Mr.  Farrar,  '*my  neighbour  and  friend";  thanks  for 
his  own  kind  treatment  while  in  Texas.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
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No.  992 

[1839  c.  Jan.  7]  ROBERT  EDEN  HANDY 

Obituary.     Clipping  from  a  Philadelphia  newspaper. 
With  no  1018. 

No.  993 

1839  Jan.  8,  W[ILLIS]  ROBERTS,  GALVESTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[TEXAS] 

Dr.  Kelton's  incompetency;  his  own  desire  for  a  change  **that  will 
be  satisfactory  to  him."    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
'*  Private.'' 

No.  994 

1839  Jan.  P,  GEO[RGE]   M.    COLLINSWORTH,    MATAGORDA, 

[TEXAS],  TO  HARRY  KENDRICK  AND  EDWARD 

L.  HOMES,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Endorsing  H.  0.  Watts  for  collector  of  the  port  of  Matagorda,  in  the 
event  of  its  separation  from  Lavaca.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  995 

1839  Jan.  9,  A.  S.  JOHNSTON,  [HOUSTON],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON] 

War  Department 
9th  Jany.  1839 
To 
His  Excellency 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 
President  of  the  Rep  of  Texas 
Sir- 
Agreeably  to  your  instructions  Brig  Genl  Doug- 
lass has  been  authorised  to  bring  into  active  service  eight  Hundred 
men,  at  least  one  half  Infantry  &  the  other  portion  mounted  men  to 
be  employed  in  conjunction  with  the  force  already  under  his  com- 
mand consisting  of  one  company  of  militia  &  about  one  hundred  & 
fifty  friendly  Indians  against  the  hostile  Indians  on  the  Northern 
frontier  if  necessary —  I  deem  this  force  with  that  in  the  field  under 
Gen.  Rusk  together  with  the  regiment  to  be  raised  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col  Karnes  sufficient  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  Indians 
to  a  speedy  termination —  If  the  force  should  be  brought  into  active 
service  which  Gen  Douglass  is  authorised  to  raise,  an  appropriation 
of  $333,076  should  be  made  by  Congress  to  maintain  them  in  active 
service  for  six  months,  this  estimate  includes  pay  subsistence,  cloth- 
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ing,  arms  &  accoutrements  ammunition  and  Quartermaster's  supplies 
except  horses 

Very  respectfully 
yr  ob  sert 

A.  Sidney  Johnston 
Secretary  of  War 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

r  To  Genl  Johnson  War  Dept.  9th  Jany  1839 

<  His  Excellency 

t   .  The  President 

No.  996 

1839  Jan,  9,  T.  J.  RUSK  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Head  Quarters  Red  River  Co 
9th.  Jany  1839 
Dear  Genl 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  campaign  very  much  worn 
down  and  exhausted  and  shall  not  be  able  for  several  days  to  make 
out  my  official  report  to  the  Secy  of  War  as  soon  as  I  arrive  at  Nacog- 
doches I  will  do  so  and  send  it  on  our  march  was  from  the  upper 
settlement  of  Red  River  across  to  the  Red  Pork  of  the  Brasos  and 
back  crossing  the  three  forks  of  Trinity  some  twenty  miles  above 
their  junction  from  there  to  the  Heads  of  the  Neches  and  Sabine  and 
into  the  settlement  we  met  no  hostyle  Indians  and  in  fact  no  Indians 
but  Kickapoos  I  ascertained  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  were 
located  high  up  on  the  Brasos  and  had  not  our  provisions  given  out 
we  should  have  been  able  to  reach  them  I  feel  great  anxiety  to  hear 
from  Congress  I  fear  if  a  decisive  blow  is  not  struck  against  the 
Indians  before  spring  we  shall  be  much  troubled  with  them  I  have 
heard  very  little  from  home  or  from  Congress  for  the  last  seven 
weeks  I  will  try  soon  after  my  arrival  at  home  to  come  down  to 
Houston  I  think  from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  Country  I  shall  be  able 
to  give  you  some  information  which  may  be  of  importance —  Gen 
Houston  has  thrown  every  thing  into  such  confusion  that  you  will 
have  some  difficulty  in  getting  them  into  proper  train 

You  have  my  warmest  aspirations  for  the  success  of  your  admin- 
istration and  of  our  Country 

Truly  Your  friend 

Tho  J  Rusk 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency                  Free  Genl  T  J  Rusk 

Genl  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Red  River  Co 

President  9th.  Jany  1839 

City  of  Houston  Reed  21st.  Feb— 

Texas  My  store 

Jan  16—  39 
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No.  997 

1839  Jan.  9,  H.  McLEOD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Red  River  County. 
Below  Clarksville  60  miles 
Jany.  9tli.  1839 
Dear  Genl 

We  are  recruiting  our  broken  down  horses,  and  equally  ex- 
hausted selves,  after  a  march,  in  my  opinion  unparalleled,  since  De 
Soto's —  The  Army  had  endured  enough  in  their  estimation  to  en- 
titled them  to  return  home,  when  the  Genl.  overtook  them  at  the 
Trinity,  and  without  provisions,  they  marched  from  these,  thro'  the 
cross  timbers,  found  and  destroyed  the  Caddo  villages,  and  marched 
across  a  barren  or  dead  prairie  to  the  Brazzos —  When  the  men  became 
exhausted  it  was  found  necessary  to  return — 

The  villages  were  deserted  and    evidently    with    precipitation- 
Buffalo   Skins,   a  few  blankets,  some  guns  &c  were  left  behind— 
When  I  arrived  at  the  Trinity,  (as  I  wrote  you,  I  was  starting  for 
in  my  last,  from  Miller's)   I  found  the  Army  there,  on  the  march 
home — 

That  Section  of  Country  and  particularly  the  cross  timbers,  (fre- 
quently represented  as  a  sterile  waste.)  is  the  finest  portion  of  Texas, 
as  a  body —  and  its  bottoms  are  equally  as  fine  as  the  Brazzos — 

We  saw  large  droves  of  Buffalo,  &  wild  horses,  by  the  latter  I  do 
not  mean,  mustangs,  such  as  are  found  in  western  Texas, —  The  Ulc- 
raine  cannot  excel  these  prairies  in  the  beauty  &  fleetness  of  its  wild 
horses —  They  are  said  to  be  derived  from  various  sources,  but  how- 
ever derived,  the  mustang  bears  no  proportion  to  them,  and  they  sell 
when  caught  (persons  follow  it  as  a  business)  for  3  to  500$—  The 
weather  was  so  severe,  we  could  not  enjoy  the  sport — 
I  hope  to  soon  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you — 

Your  friend 
H  McLeod 
[rubric] 
Genl  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 

President  of  Texas 
Houston 
P.  S.  I  have  a  thousand  matters  to  talk  to  you  about,  you  have  no 
idea  of  the  extent  of  inquiry  that  has  resulted  from  the  mismanage- 
ment of  Houston —  This  Section  has  suffered  immensely.  At  this 
time  so  doubtful  is  the  community  of  having  the  line  run,  that  men 
with  10  &  20  hands  are  moving  back  to  the  U  States,  from  that 
uncertainty,  and  fear  of  the  Indians  together —  There  is  no  emigra- 
tion to  it — 

Tours 

H  McLeod 
[rubric] 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed] 
His  Excellency               Free  Col.  H  McLeod 

Genl  M.  B.  Lamar  9  Jany  1839 

President  Reed.  20.  Feb— 

City  of  Houston  My  Store 
Mail                  Texas  Jan  16th 
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No.  998 

1839  Jan.  9,  JO[H]N  ALEX[ANDER]   NEWLAND,    HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS],  TO  MIIRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  re-appointment  as  notary  public.     A.  N.  S.     1  p. 

No.  999 

1839  Jan.  10,  WILLIAM   W.   FRANKLIN,   HOUSTON,   TEXAS, 

TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  as  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Second 
Judicial  District.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1000 

1839  Jan.  10,  A.  SMITH  TO  I.  W.  BURTON,   [HOUSTON! 

Copy 

City  of  Houston 

Jan  10.  1839 
To  The  Hon.  I.  W.  Burton 

Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  case 

of  Ashbel  Smith  and  Hon.  S.  H.  Everitt. 
Sir 

Ashbel  Smith  respectfully  states,  that  at  the  time  of  the  affray 
between  himself  and  Hon.  S.  H.  Everitt,  he  was  in  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber in  obedience  to  the  call  of  a  Committee  of  the  Senate — that 
no  Committee  as  the  Hon  Chairman  is  aware,  was  then  in  session — 
that  the  conversation  provoking  the  affray  was  not  touching  the 
official  conduct  of  himself  nor  of  the  Hon  Senator,  but  on  a  matter 
of  which  the  Hon  Senate  can  take  no  cognizance — that  he  was  not 
armed  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  Hon.  Senator,  being  in  the 
custom  of  carrying  arms  at  all  times — that  he  did  not  draw  any 
weapon,  until  the  parties,  to  wit  himself  and  the  Hon  Senator  were- 
effectually  and  finally  separated — that  the  whip  which  he  struck 
the  Hon  Senator  with,  was  one  with  which  he  had  been  driving  with 
a  lady  in  his  buggy  a  half  hour  previous,  and  is  in  fact  a  riding 
whip  of  moderate  dimensions — that  any  attack  in  the  Senate  cham-^ 
ber  was  unpremeditated,  but  then  and  there  provoked  by  insult- 
ing words  uttered  at  the  moment  by  the  Hon  Senator — and  that 
no  person  was  present  for  the  purpose  of  taking  any  part  in  any 
attack,  affray  or  rencounter  whatsoever. — 

In  view  of  these  points  all  which  can  be  proven,  Ashbel  Smith  be- 
lieves that  the  Hon.  Senate  will  discover  that  no  obstruction  was; 
intended  towards  the  Hon.  S.  H.  Everitt  in  the  discharge  of  his: 
Senatorial  duties — ^nor  any  contempt  of  the  Hon  Senate  premediated,. 
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but  that  he  acted  under  the  excitement  of  that  indignation  which 
Gentlemen  feel  on  receiving  a  gross  personal  insult. 
He  has  the  pleasure  to  sign  himself 
Very  respectfully 

the  Hon  Committee's 
Obedient  Servant 
Ashbel  Smith 

[Endorsed] 
Dr.  A  Smith 
Jany  10th.  1839 
Letter  to  Committee  &c 

No.  1001 

1839  [Jan.  lOf],  ASHBEL  SMITH,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO 
MIRABEAUB[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Sending  [Smith  to  Burton,  1839,  Jan.  10.]-  A.  L.  S.  1  p. 

No.  1002 
1839  Jan,  10,  J.  RIDDLE,  JR.,  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

United  States  of  America 
State  of  Mississippi  Holly  Springs 
January  10th.  1839 


Most  Esteemed  Sir 


Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  in  the  high  and  honourable  office, 
to  which  your  merit,  and  devotion  to  your  adopted  countrys  cause, 
and  their  just  appreciation  by  the  intelligent  Citizens  of  the  Repub- 
lic have  elevated  you:  nor  can  I  refrain  from  the  expression  of 
similar  feelings  of  pleasure  and  gratification  at  Mr.  Burnetts  promo- 
tion to  the  second  Office :  for  I  am  induced  to  believe,  that  your 
more  intimate  knowledge  of  this  Gentleman  personally,  as  well  as 
the  course  of  policy  he  pursued,  when  at  the  head  of  the  **  Provisional 
Goverment",  if  not  indeed  your  confidence  in  his  patriotic  feelings, 
lead  you  to  concur  with  me,  in  an  opinion  which  has  since  been 
ratified  by  the  suffrages  of  intelligent  Freemen, — ^that  if  errors  be 
committed,  they  leaned  to  his  Countrys  side,  and  for  which  he  has 
been  more  ** sinned  against,  than  sinning";  you  will  please  present 
my  best  Respects  to  him,  as  the  young  man,  who  was  honoured  with 
reading  his  Message  to  Congress — by  the  bye,  you  will  please  send 
me  one  or  more  copies  of  your  Inaugural  Address  and  Message,  as  I 
continue  to  feel  interested  in  every  matter  connected  with  your 
cause  and  Country — 

It  affords  me  sincere  gratification,  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that 

''The  three  paragraphs  omitted  are  purely  personal. 
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the  interest  felt  in  the  United  Stages  for  your  continued  prosperity- 
is  daily  increasing  and  it  is  to  me,  no  small  matter  both  of  pride  and 
pleasure,  to  witness  the  course  of  policy,  your  Government  has 
pursued,  as  to  annexation  to  the  United  States.  You  may  perhaps 
recollect,  that  in  my  letters  last  Spring,  I  intimated  my  beliefe  of 
the  correctness  of  such  policy,  anticipating  the  presnt  evil  state  of 
affairs  here,  which  have  flown  fr[om]  the  rash  madness  of  fanatics 
both  Religious  an[d]  moneytary. 

I  could  have  wished  for  the  honor  of  the  **Hero  of  St  Jacinto", 
and  his  posthumous  fame,  which  will  be  ever  associated  with  the 
glory  of  your  arms,  that  when  requested  by  Congress,  to  make  his 
communications  in  writing  his  conduct  had  been  more  in  conformity 
with  the  dignity  of  a  President,  and  the  respect  due  the  Rel^Tsenta- 
tives  of  a  free  and  intelligent  people  the  conduct  on  this  occasion, 
has  here  excited  no  other  feelings  than  contempt  for  the  Ex-President 
You  have  no  doubt,  received  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States 
congress,  at  this  momentous  crisis  of  this  Nations  existence,  and 
whilst  a  citizen  of  this  Republic,  having  belonged  to  that  small, 
but  gallant  band  of  Patriots  Nullifiers  (to  which  I  am  proud  of 
having  ever  belonged)  the  bold  and  independent  position  of  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  has  doubtless  raised  him 
if  possible  in  your  estimation,  not  having  lost  your  feelings  of  affection 
for  your  native  land,  on  the  genuine  doctrines  of  the  old  Democracy, 
the  late  Message  of  President  Van  Buren,  as  to  the  leading  question 
of  the  day, — ^the  seperation  of  the  political  and  moneyed  power,  I 
hope  meets  your  Approval — I  hesitate  not  in  advancing  the  opinion 
that  the  late  message,  for  comprehensiveness  of  views,  elegant 
simplicity  of  style,  a  candid  and  lucid  exposition  of  our  foreign  and 
domestic  relations,  it  is  equalled  by  few  and  surpassed  by  none  of 
its  predecessors. 

Of  the  bold  and  decisive  views  of  the  President  on  the  all  absorbing 
and  leading  question  of  the  day,  I  can  only  say  they  need  no  encomium 
so  rich  in  thought,  so  dignified  in  style,  so  replite  with  patriotic 
zeal,  as  to  command  for  themselves,  the  admiration  if  not  even  the 
assent,  of  those  misguided  ones,  who  have  heretofore  beheld  this 
great  measure  of  '^Deliverance'',  only  throush  the  distorted  media  of 
its  miss-representators — they  are  worthy  of  being  written  with  a 
diamond  on  the  tablet  of  our  memories,  and  instilled  into  the 
mind  of  our  youth,  as  the  good  old  doctrines  of  genuine  Democracy. 
The  President  takes  the  truly  Republican  ground,  that  monopolies 
of  all  kind  are  at  variance,  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions — 
in  giving  a  preference  to  one  portion  of  Citizens  over  another  that 
is  neith  fair  or  equal,  and  alike  injurious  to  both  the  Government 
and  people;  that  the  only  safe  course  for  both  the  Government  and 
Banks,  is,  to  remain  as  they  are  separated;  each  in  the  use  of  their 
own  credit,  and  management  of  their  own  affairs;  maintaining  that 
the  less  the  influence  or  control  of  the  one  over  the  other  the  better. 
Nor  has  the  President  in  treating  this  great  and  important  question ; 
upon  the  decision  of  which  depends  the  weal  or  woe  of  the  whole 
country,  evinced  any  unkind  or  hostile  feelings  toward  the  Banks,  or 
waged   an    uncompromising   war  far    against    a   properly   regulated 
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system  of  credit ;  on  the  contrary  he  proves  most  conclusively  that 
when  confined  to  their  legitimate  sphere — ^that  of  affording  temporary 
credit  to  commercial  and  business  men,  banks  would  furnish  as 
safe  and  convenient  circulation  in  the  range  of  commerce  and  busi- 
ness within  which  they  are  placed,  and  thus  become  in  a  great 
measure  exempted  from  those  fluctuations  and  convulsions,  to  which 
they  are  now  so  much  exposed,  and  on  the  stability  &  soundness  of 
which  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  the  community  so  much  depend- 
After  a  most  graphical  deleniation  of  the  evils  which  have  resulted 
from  the  union  of  the  monied  and  political  powers,  the  Message 
precedes  in  a  very  able  manner  to  treat  of  the  nature  of  our 
Government,  as  based  upon  the  **  diffusion  and  equalization  of  its 
benefits  and  burdens'*,  and  by  consequence,  all  combinations  of 
seperate  and  privileged  orders  must  be  more  or  less  destructive  of 
this  fundamental  principle  of  our  free  institutions —  On  this  inter- 
esting  &  all-important  subject  the  massage  is  frank  decisive  and  bold— 
I  most  cordially  congratulate  you  in  not  having  to  contend  with 
conflicting  interests  in  establishing  free  and  direct  trade  with  all 
nations.  The  Southern  portions  of  this  union  are  making  some  feeble 
attempts  to  arrive  at  this  desirable  end;  but  from  want  of  unity  ot 
feeling,  I  fear  years  \vdll  yet  roll  round  ere  this  (to  the  South  all  im- 
portant event  is  consumated)  and  that  the  pressure  produced,  by  the 
our  issues  of  the  Banks,  stimulated  to  excess,  by  the  credit  and  fund 
of  the  Government,  will  extract  from  the  People,  that  which  their 
Republican  principles  never  would  voluntarily  conced — a  Re-charter 
of  a  National  Bank,  which  by  its  concentration  of  capital  at  the  North 
will  seriously  retard,  if  not  forever  prevent  the  South  from  ever 
releasing  herself  from  pecuniary  vassalage  to  the  Noth 

A  combination  of  circumstances  brought  about,  by  the  Veto  of  the 
late  President— ''the  removal  of  the  deposits,''  and  the  ''specie 
circulor''  the  latter  measures,  conceived  by  som^,  to  be  of  doubtful 
policy,  if  not  an  abuse  of  Executive  power,  have  resulted  in  a  total 
disconnexion,  of  the  Goverment  from  corporations  as  its  fiscal  agents,, 
thus  rendering  the  question  of  Bank  or  no  Bank,  a  "r65  integra^\&f^ 
most  elegantly  expressed  by  the  South  Carolina  Senator  "leaving  the 
Goverment  disentangled  from  the  past  &  freer  to  choose  its  future 
course,  than  it  ever  has  been  since  its  commencement" — I  have  the 
pleasure  of  sending  you  the  able  speech  from  which  the  extract  i» 
made — I  hope  yet  to  see  this  distinguished  son  of  Carolina  at  the 
head  of  this  Nation  —  His  bold  stand  for  principles  alone,  and  his 
supporting  the  leading  measure  of  the  present  incumbent  of  the  Execu^ 
tive  chair  simply  because  it  is  essentially  Republican,  and  in  its 
tendency  calculated  to  bring  the  Goverment  back  to  the  good  old 
days  of  "98  &  9',  are  fast  re-instating  him  in  the  affections  of  the 
People,  which  he  would  never  have  lost,  ha[d]  he  not  been  so  unfor- 
tunate, as  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  [the]  late  President,  whose 
popularity  was  even  to  great  for  gafe[ty]  for  had  not  his  lov^  of 
Country,  been  as  strong,  as  his  nam[e]  was  infltientidt,,  he  could  have 
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smothered  the  Constitution  and  bid  defiance  to  any  law  save  his  own' 
good  pleasure. 

Nothing  but  Mrs.  Riddles,  consent  and  a  reasonable  probability  of 
rendering  her  comfortable  in  humble  decency  is  wanting  to  cause  me 
to  see  you  early  next  spring  —  Present  my  best  Respects  to  the  Hon 
Mimucan  Hunt,  and  Dr.  Archer —  Should  you  write  please  direct 
your  letter  to  Holly  Springs  Mississippi,  via  New  Orleans  and 
Memphis  Te. 

I  again  have  the  honor  of  subscribing  myself  Most  Respectfully 
your  obt  svt 

Joseph  Riddle  Jr 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  '  25  Joseph  Riddle  Junr. 

His  Excellency  Mirabeau.  B.  Lamar    Holly  Springs  Miss.  10 

President  of  the  Jany.  1839 

Republic  of  Texas 
Via  New  Orleans  Houston 

No.  1003 

1839  Jan.  11,  G.  W.  HILL,  REPRESENTATIVE  HALL,  [HOUS- 
TON, TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Asking  prompt  attention  to  the  claim  of  Col.  James  Smith.  A.  N.  S. 
1  p. 

No.  1004 

1839  Jan.  12^13,  J.  MORGAN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

New  Washington,  Jany  12th.  1833 
My  dear  Genl. 

I  have  received  several  letters  from  my  friends  in 
N.  York  of  late,  containing  information  more  or  less  important,  in 
regard  to  our  Country,  France,  Mexico,  &  England,  But  presuming^ 
you  are  advised  of  everything  going  on  abroad  that  is  worth  noticing, 
I  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  trouble  you  with  any  news  I 
may  have  heard  of  late.  However,  nothing  w[as]  said  at  Houston 
while  I  was  there,  about  a  French  agent  having  been  sent  here 
incog,  for  certain  purposes!  I  thought  I  would  just  mention  that 
I  have  heard  so,  and  give  you  an  extract  from  a  letter  just  received, 
dated  21st  Deer.:  **I  have  before  spoken  of  a  French  agent  being  on 
his  way  to  Texas,  by  order  of  the  French  government.  Pontois  the 
French  minister  here,  was  directed  to  send  down  one  of  his  secretaries,, 
or  perhaps  this  young  man.     His  name  is  Saligny — a  very  clever,. 
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shrewed,  intelligent  gentleman.    This  was  intended  to  be  a  secret  here, 
but  Saligny,  being  acquainted  with  several  respectable   gentlemen 
here,  and  particularly  intimate  with  one  who  happens  to  be  a  frieD^ 
and  acquaintance  of  mine;  he  informed  my  friend  of  the  fact  ^ 
his  going,  received  their  and  his,  (my  friends)  favorable  impressLo^*^ 
and  became  strongly  predisposed  from  the  start,  in  favor  of  Texas 
I  have  no  doubt  my  friend  will  know  the  tenor  of  his  report  to  Pontois, 
as  soon  as  the  latter,  himself,  receives  it,  and  long  before  the  French 
government  has  it  before  them.     Again,  within  the  last  week,    M^' 
Pontois  has  stated  in  his  opinion,  the  report  of  Saligny  would  be  very 
favorable,  Now,  the  letters  which  Saligny  took,  were  to  Genl  Housto^'^ 
and  some  others,  under  the  supposition  that  he  would  arrive  ^^^^if 
during  Houston's  presidency.    But  the  fact,  probably,  is  thajf  he  ^^ 
be  there  too  late  for  Houston,  but  just  in  time  for  Lamar's  maugufO* 
tion,  or  say  about  this  time.     Now,  on  the  other  side,  we  find  the 
French   government  holding  on  to   Henderson,  keeping  him  there, 
under  one  pretext  or  other,  and  finally,  by  latest  advices,  designing: 
\iim  to  wait  until  they  heard  from  their  agent.     Evidently  wishing 
first  to  get  over  their  difficulties  with  Mexico,  and  then  if  they  received 
a  favorable  report  from  their  agent,  to  take  any  advantage  that  might 
offer,  on  the  part  of  Texas  for  a  recognition  on  the  part  of  Prance. 
And  it  may  be  here  set  down  as  almost  certain,  that   if  France 
recognizes,  so  will  England  forthwith.     Now  in  my  opinion  it  is  a 
matter   of  mtich   importance,   that   the   French   agent,   Mr  Saligny 
(whether  he  appears  there  incog,  or  as  an  agent)  should  be  so  received, 
have  such  proper  attention  paid  to  him,  and  such  pains  taken  tc 
show  him  the  country,  and  its  resources  to  advantage,  as  will  ensure 
a  report,  not  merely  favorable    (which    he    is    disposed    to    make) 
but  such  a  sirong  and  convincing  report,  as  will  ensure  the  prompt 
and  favorable  action  of  his  Govt,  in  the  matter  of  recognition,  com- 
mercial treaty  &c  &c.,  which  of  course  will  give  such  a  character  to 
Texas  in  Europe  as  will  secure  her  credit  for  her  bonds,  and  enable 
her  to  make  a  loan  there.    I  thought  if  I  could  reach  the  Boat  in  time 
for  the  1st  Jany.  this  might  be  in  time  to  furnish  a  hint,  which 
might  do  some  good.    Therefore  it  is  that  I  write  this  letter,  at  this 
time, 

If  the  Report  be  favorable,  and  known  as  it  wUl  be,  before  it  goes 
over  by  some  influential  gentlemen,  and  men  of  means  here,  it  may  be 
made  the  basis  of  a  conditional  loan,  of,  say  a  million  or  so;  or  your 
Govt,  may,  when  that  report  is  known  here  to  be  strong  and  favorable, 
obtain  at  ^nce  a  million  of  dollars;  meanwhile  the  matter  goes  for- 
ward and  produces  its  effect  on  the  French  Govt.,  whereby  the  bal- 
ance of  the  5  millions  may  be  secured'*. 

The  old  Com.  is  about  taking  his 
station  in  the  U.  S.  na\y  again,  or  at  least  is  urged  to  do  so!  He 
has  gone  to  Florida  for  his  health  lately,  and  I,  presume  undeter- 
mined what  course  he  will  pursue —  will  depend  much  on  the  state 
of  his  health. 
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S.  M.  Wms.  &  Dawson  are  quite  provoked  at  the  publication  of  the 
Navy  contract  made  by  W.  with  D! — 

I  see  Genl  Hunt  going  up  today  in  the 
Putnam;  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  in  possession  of  much  valuable 
information  from  the  U.  States. —  . 

I  may  be  in  Houston  soon  [and]  will  do 
myself  the  pleasure  to  see  you. — 
Remaining 

Very  truly 

Dear  Qenl. 
Yr  friend 

J  Morgan, 
[rubric] 

His  Excelly  M.  B.  Lamar, 

P.S.  Opened  to  enclose  half  sheet 

[Addressed]  [  Endorsed] 

His  Exclly.  M.  B.  Lamar,  J.  Morgan 

President  of  the  Republic  of        12th  Jany   39 
)         Texas  Private 

Politeness  of  Col.  Zavala     (  HOUSTON 

Sunday,  13th  Col.  Zavala,  who  takes  up  this  letter,  missed  getting 
up  in  the  Sam  Houston  as  he  intended. —  She  passed  while  he  was  in 
bead  [sic] .  But  my  boat  boarded  her,  and  I  received  additional  let- 
lers  by  her.  I  theref oref ore  opened  the  letter  I  first  wrote  intending 
to  add  more  this  morning,  but  finding  I  had  not  room  on  that,  I 
enclose  another  sheet. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  England. 

'*I  have  found  Mr.  at  last;  he  does  not  reside  in  the 

City.  He  tells  me  that  if  Hamilton  had  come  duly  authorized, 
that  500,000  pounds  sterling  would  have  been  procured  at  once  for 
Texas. —  I  read  over  a  list  of  passengers  to  day,  hoping  to  find 
Burnley's  name  among  them,  but  it  was  not  there. —  I  am  most 
anxious  to  hear  what  progress  they  have  made  with  Biddle. —  My 
opinion  is,  that  they  will  get  nothing  from  him,  and  God  knows  they 
want  money  bad  enough. —  S.  M.  Williams  &  Co.  may  loiter  about 
Phila.  till  doomsday,  and  then  go  home  with  empty  pockets. —  It. 
will  be  totally  impossible  to  do  anything  with  lands  until  the  Country 
is  placed  in  a  state  of  security.  They  are  as  cautious  here,  in  that 
respect,  as  they  are  in  N.  York.  There  are  thousands  of  money  here ; 
but  just  like  N  York  devils,  they  hold  it  until  they  can  get  the  most 
undoubted  security. —  As  soon,  however,  as  Texas  is  acknowledged 
Independent  by  Mexico,  or  so  soon  as  she  can  whip  the  mother  coun- 
try, then,  and  not  till  then,  people  in  this  country  will  begin  to 
invest.  I  have  a  letter  of  the  5th.  from  Henderson.  He  imagines 
that  his  prospects  brighten.    If  Prance  should  go  to  war  with  Mexico^ 
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Texas  will  be  acknowledged  at  once  by  her,  and  I  should  not  be 
surprised  if  Mexico  were  to  do  so  too,  in  order  to  have  a  place  to 
get  into  the  w^orld  through/' 


Excuse  me,  my  dear  Genl.,  for  troubling  you  so  often  with  "what 
may  not  be  interesting  to  you,  and  attribute  it  to  no  other  m.otive 
than  a  disposition,  on  my  part,  to  aid  you  in  any  way  I  can —  by 
any,  and  every  information  I  may  receive. 

Truly 

yr.   friend 
J.  M. 

No.  1005 

1838  [i.  e.  1839]  Jan.  14,  MEMUCAN  HUNT,  EXECUTIVE  MAN- 

SION, [HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU] 
B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Fairfax  Catlett's  withdrawal  from  candidacy  for  the  consul-general- 
ship.   A.  N.  S.     1  p. 

No.  10O6 

[1839]  Jan,  14,  [DAVID  G.]  BURNET,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Suggesting  Capt.  Stansbury  for  comptroller  and  Morewood  for 
express  rider.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1007 

1839  Jan.  14,  BENJAMIN  C.  FRANKIJN,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS], 
TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTO>^, 

TEXAS] 

Announcing  his  departure  for  the  United  States,  and  condition^^^y 
resigning  the  office  of  district  judge.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1008 

1839  Jan.  15,  RADCLIFFE   HUDSON,  HOUSTON,   TEXAS,    '^ 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  as  engineer  to  lay  oflf  a  military  roa 
from  the  Red  River  to  the  Nueces.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 
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No.  1009 

1839  Jan.  15,  0.  P.  KELTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Galveston  Jany  15th  1839 
<jen  Lamar 
Dear  Sir 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  Expressing  my  thanks  to  you  for  the 
appoint  of  Notary  Public  but  at  the  Same  time  I  Regret  to  Say 
I  Shal  not  be  enabled  to  realise  the  advantagess  from  it  which  I 
Expected 

the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  apply  for  it  ware  as  follows 
When  Doct  Roberts  proposed  to  Give  mee  a  cituation  in  the  custom 
House  he  Stated  that  I  wouJd  bee  permittid  to  Select  any  Situation 
I  thought  proper. 

I  was  induced  for  Several  reason  to  prefer  the  appointment  of 
Deputy  Colector  principally  becaus  there  was  little  writeing  to  do 
although  not  a  verry  elegant  pensman  I  thought  myself  fully  Compe- 
tent to  do  the  writing  which  appertained  to  the  appointment.  Doct 
Roberts  prefered  that  that  [sic]I  would  take  some  other  as  he  was 
desirous  of  giving  that  appointment  to  his  Son  to  this  I  willingly 
eoncented  and  proposed  take  the  appointment  of  Cas[h]ier.  the 
duty  of  this  officer  is  to  make  a  primitive  Entry  of  all  the  Receits 
of  Cash  from  what  Ever  Source  th«y  may  come  as  well  as  all  the 
disbursements  in  a  blotter  from  which  they  are  posted  by  the  book 
Keeper  to  thair  Respective  accounts  these  entrys  are  all  of  the 
Same  character  and  verry  Simple  So  that  when  once  observed  they 
Canot  bee  mistaken  by  a  person  of  the  most  limited  comprehension 
as  they  are  comprised  of  few  words  I  thought  my  Self  Capable 
of  puting  them  down  in  intelligible  characters.  I  Stated  to  Doct 
Roberts  that  the  business  would  not  Require  all  my  time  and  also 
Said  as  the  former  notary  had  been  a  clerk  in  the  Custom  House 
under  mr.  Borden  I  thought  thare  wold  be  no  impropriety  in  my 
aplyin  for  the  Same  office  this  he  thought  reasonable  and  accordingly 
made  application  for  me.  I  stated  to  doct  Roberts  that  I  Should 
only  Expect  pay  for  the  amount  of  Service  which  I  rendered  with 
this  he  appeared  to  bee  well  Satisfyed  but  mow  [now]  he  inforoms 
mee  that  He  thinks  mee  incompetent.  So  fare  as  this  matter  is 
concerned  I  halve  nothing  to  Say,  but  I  will  Say  that  if  it  Suits  your 
views  I  would  like  to  Receive  the  appointmint  of  paymaster  or 
Commisary  of  purchase  Contemplated  in  the  bill  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontier    Your  friend  and 

Obedient  Servant    O.P.Kelton 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Gen  M.  B.  Lamar  0  P  Kilton 

Houston  Galveston  15  Jany  1839 

Private 
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No.  1010 

1839  Jan.  15,  MEMUCAN  HUNT,  NAVY  DEPARTMENT, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  J.  M.  ALLEN, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  Allen's  application  for  a  commission  as 
captain  in  the  Texas  J^avy.    L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1011 

1839  Jan.  15,  JOHN  M.  HANSFORD,  CAPITOL,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS],  TOM[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  as  commissioner  to  run  the  boundary 
line  under  the  convention  of  April  25,  1838.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1012 

1839  Jan.  15,  E.  READ  TO  M.  B.  LAlf  AR 

Post  Galveston 
Jany:  15th.  1839. 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas : 

Sir: 

Your  memorialist  would  most  respect- 
fully represent,  that  the  territory  of  this  Republic,  in  addition  to 
its  soil  unequalled  for  fertility,  almost  yielding  spontaneously  and 
which  is  so  inviting  to  the  agriculturist,  has  yet  higher  claims  for 
the  consideration  of  those,  who  are  directing  its  destinies;  who  arc 
to  giv[e]  peace,  happiness  and  prosperity  to  its  citizens  and  who  are 
to  establish  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world  its  reputation  for 
wealth,  honor  and  permanancy. 

I  hav  reference  to  its  vast  mineral  resources.  That  it  is  as  rich  in 
this  respect  as  the  most  favored  parts  of  the  world  and  as  the  most 
enthusiastic  could  desire,  none  who  have  studied  its  geograph[y] 
can  deny.  Accident  or  desire  for  gain,  are  the  only  channel 
thr[ough]  which  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  country  has  hitherto  been 
developed,  and  will  continue  to  be  the  only  ones,  unless  Government 
in  its  wisdom  shall  adopt  the  plan  pursued  by  many  of  the  states  of 
our  sister  Republic  and  place  it  under  the  direction  of  a  scientific 
Geological  Corps,  whose  attention  shall  be  directed  to  that  end. 

Of  such  vast  importance  is  this  subject,  and  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  our  eonntrys  good,  that  Government  should  not  lo^ 
sight  of  it,  lest  individual  enterprise  may  make  the  discoveries  and 
thereby  rob  Government  of  its  legitimate  wealth,  by  possessing  them- 
selves of  its  rich  mineral  domain. 

Many  regions,  are  without  doubt  rich  in  the  precious  metals,  others 
equally  so,  in  those  usually  considered  of  less  value,  but  which  in  no 
less  a  degree  contribute  to  the  wealth,  comfort  and  happiness  of 
mankind. 
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Many  of  the  states  of  our  sister  Republic  in  the  north 
hav  established  Geological  Corps,  which  hav  developed  in  an  aston- 
ishing manner  mineral  wealth,  in  districts  of  country  where  it  was 
thought  not  to  exist.  Virginia,  Maryland,  N.  Jersey,  Ohio  and 
Indiana  may  be  cited  as  examples  that  hav,  and  will  continue  to 
reap  rich  reward  for  their  foresight  in  this  matter.  In  Ohio,  iron 
ore  has  been  discovered  to  exist  to  such  an  extent  and  so  rich,  that 
for  a  century  to  come,  it  is  computed  that  it  can  more  than  supply 
the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  Anticipating  its  hundred  million 
of  inhabitants  ©r  more.  Veins  of  the  strongest  saline  water,  coal  in 
vast  beds,  and  considerable  copper  hav  been  brought  to  light. 
Within  the  last  year  a  quarry  of  marble  has  been  discovered  in 
Indiana,  said  to  surpass  in  richness  of  color,  and  to  admit  of  a  higher 
degree  of  polish  than  the  Potomac.  A  citation  of  these  facts  is 
sufficient  for  the  intelligence  of  your  Excellency,  and  warrants  me 
in  believing  that  the  experience  of  other  countries  will  awaken  action 
in  this. 

I  would  therefore,  most  respectfully  memorialize  your  Excellency 
to  establish,  at  as  early  a  period  as  you  may  think  the  interest  of  the 
country  demands,  a  Geological  Corps,  composed  of  competent  and 
scientific  gentlemen,  for  the  investigation  and  development  of  the 
mineral  wealth  of  this  Republic.  'All  of  which  is  most  respectfully 
submitted  for  your  Excellencys  consideration. 

I  hav[e]   the  honor  to  be. 
With  great  respect 

Your  humble  obed't  Serv't 
Ezra  Read  M.  D. 

[rubric] 
Surgeon,  Post  Galveston 

[Addressed  ]  [Endorsed  ] 

His  Excellency,  Ezra  Read 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Galveston  Jany.  15th.  1839 
Houston  City 

Capt:  Skenett    !■ 
J 

No.  1013 

1839  Jan,  15,  E.  ATKINSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

La  Fourche  Loua.  Jan.  15th.  1839 — 
To  Gen  Lamar 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 
Respected  Sir. 

Will  you  forgive  the  presumption  of  a  stranger, 
who,  relying  on  the  clemency  &  philanthropy  of  your  character, 
would  ask  your  attention,  for  a  moment,  to  a  subject,  (though  perhaps 
dictated  by  individual  interest,)  I  know  you  will  consider,  of  vital 
importance,  to  your  Infant  Republic  —  Viz  —  The  establishment  of 
schools.  I  will  be  brief.  I  have  ever  had  a  desire  to  become  an 
inhabitant  of  Texas  —    Pour  years  since  M.  A.  Atkinson  my  hus- 

27— Library. 
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band,  then  a  merchant  of  the  city  of  N.  York,  made  preparation  to 
emigrate  there. 

His  death  3  years  since  prevented.  —  A  series  of  (not  unusal) 
misfortunes  in  the  City  of  my  birth,  deprived  me  of  the  hope  of 
going  there,  and  of  every  stay  but  Heaven  — 

My  talents  &  education  are  now  my  only  resources.  I  have  many 
and  dear  friends  at  home  —  My  health  compelled  me  to  retreat 
from  the  rude  Northern  winds,  to  this  sunny  clime,  and  my  feelings 
prompt  me  to  pave  the  way  for  my  own  independence,  rather  than 
become  a  parasite  on  my  brothers,  who  are  opposed  to  my  leaving 
their  protection.  —  I  have  now  a  school  at  La  Pourche  about  100 
miles  from  N.  Orleans,  but  the  march  of  improvement  in  this  part 
of  Loua.  meets  not  my  ambitious  views  —  My  wish  is  a  spot  of 
earth  to  call  my  own  —  with  a  Seminary,  which  would  render  me 
independent,  and  which  would  form  my  happiness  to  superintend 
and  devote  my  individ)Ual  attention  —  I  have  a  sister  with  me  — 
Miss  Bark  of  New  York,  and  beside  a  competent  Music  Teacher 
Mrs.  Wood  of  N.  Y  —  who  are  anxious  to  unite  with  me  in  this 
laudable  undertaking,  provided  we  could  be  sure  of  a  suitable  build- 
ing, and  influential  patronage  and  protection  — 

I  am  not  only  a  stranger  in  Te^^as  —  but  likewise  to  where  would 
be  a  suitable  location  for  such  a  purpose  and  what  the  proper  means 
to  effect  it.  —  You  may  think  Sir,  this  a  bold  proposition,  as  an 
enthusiastic  scheme,  but  be  assured  it  has  been  duly  considered,  and 
we  are  ready  this  spring,  if  sufficient  encouragement  could  be  given, 
to  commence  operations,  and  my  faith  is  good,  in  believing  we  could 
conduct  an  Institution,  that  should  equal  any  one  in  the  United 
States  — 

Should  you  consider  this  worthy  your  consideration,  it  will  give 
me  pleasure  to  furnish  you  with  data  and  references  that  will  I  trust 
be  satisfactory  —  from  N.  Y.  City  —  and  many  other  parts  of  the 
United  States  — 

One  question  I  would  ask,  can  Widows  without  children,  claim  the 
public  Lands,  and  what  are  the  suitable  methods  of  obtaining  them? 

I  shall  rely  on  the  generosity  of  your  principles  to  forgive  this 
intrusion,  and  trust  that  while  you  are  —  befriending  the  unpro- 
tected of  the  world's  flock,  you  will  likewise  assist  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  what  must  eventually  become  the  pride  and  glory  oi 
your  country, 

the  intellectual  and  moral  culture  of  the 
—  'Female  Mind  — 
One  thihg  that  awakens  in  my  mind  the  most  exalted  ideas  of  the 
Emigrants  in  many  parts  of  Texas,  is  the  early  establishment  of 
churches  &  Sabbath-schools — 

I  should  nike  to  locate  myself  in  the  neighbourhood  of  an  Episcopal 
Church  and  establish  a  Sabbath  school  of  that  order  —  but  I  am  no 
Sectarian  — 

Should  you  not  think  Houston  a  desirable  location  for  a  Female 
Seminary,  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  advise  me  to  the  spot  where 
an  Institution  most  valuable  to  your  new  Republic  would  probably 
be  — 

Should  your  gentlemanly  condescension,  induce  you  to  lay  aside 
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your  more  important  affairs  for  one  moment,  to  listen  to  the  request 
of  a  Lady  you  will  please  address  — 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Atkinson 
Thibodeaux 

La  Fourche  —  La — 
The  venerated  esteemed 
Gen.  Lamar 
President  of  Texas. 

[Addresseid]  [Endorsed] 

Gen.  M.  B  Lamar  Elizabeth  Atkinson 

President  of  Texas  La  Fourche  La  Jany.  15/ '39 
Houston 

No.  1014 

1S39  Jan,  16,  J.  M.  HANSFORD,  [HOUSTON],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON] 

House  of  Representatives 
16th  Jan  1839 
To 

M.  B.  Lamar 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
Sir 

In  accordance  with  the  eighth  section  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  permament  location  of  the  Seat  of  government'*  approved 
15th  of  January  1839  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I.  W. 
Burton  and  Albert  C  Horton  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  and  Isaac 
Campbell  William  Menefee  and  L.  P.  Cook  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  have  been  legally  elected  commissioners  for  the 
purposes  contemplated  in  Said  act 

I  am  very  Respectfully 
Your  most  obedent 

Humble  Servant 
John  M.  Hansford 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

For  House  of  Representative 

M.  B.  Lamar  Report  of  apt  of  Commrs. 

President  of  Republic  of  to  locate  seat  of  Govt 
Texas  18th.  Jany  1839 


Official 


No.  1015 


1839  Jan,  16,  SECRET  RESOLUTION  OF  HOUSE  OF  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES'' 

In  secret  Session 
Resolved, 

That  the  President  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  trans- 

*»Copy  signed  by  J.  W.  Eldredge. 
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mit  to  this  House  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  him  from  the  General 
or  officer  Commandinf^  the  third  division  of  the  Mexican  Federalist 
Army  and  also  to  acquaint  this  House  with  his  views  and  sentiments 
in  relation  thereto  and  also  as  to  the  propriety  of  communicating 
with  the  Author  of  the  Same/' 
Adopted  in  Secret  Session  this  16th.  day  of  January  1839. 

Jno  W  Eldredge 
[rubric] 

C.CMM. 

{ Addressed  ]  [Endorsed  ] 

To  Secret  Session  House  of  Representatives 

His  Excellency  Resolution  of  the  H  of  R  demanding  a 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar,   certain  letter  reed  from  a  mexican 

Genl.  by  the  President  &c  16  Jany  /39 

No.  1016 

1839  Jan.  16,  E.  MELTON.    CIRCULAR  LETTER 

At  Strouds  Robertson  Co    Jan.  16  1839. 

Gentlemen  This  morning  at  9  oclock  a  battle  was  fought  by  52 
men  principally  of  this  county  &  as  many  or  more  Indians  near  the 
falls  of  the  Brasos.  The  whites  had  13  killed  &  5  wounded  2  of 
them  mortally.  The  greater  part  of  the  company  are  at  Mr.  Marlins 
near  the  Battle  grounds  guarding  some  women  &  children  &  have 
sent  an  express  for  from  50  to  100  Recruits  to  assist  in  getting  them 
away  also  to  bury  the  dead.  There  are  many  more  Indians  near 
them  than  were  in  the  battle  beyond  a  doubt.  If  you  can  help  us 
come  quickly  as  many  as  can.    The  situation  of  these  men  is  criticaL 

Respectfuly  &c 
A  Copy.  Ethan  Melton 

Killed 
Wm.  Fullerton  Wounded 

Hugh  A.  Henry  Charles  Sauls    )     Mortallv 

Washington  McGrue  Wm.  Martin      J  ^ 

Jackson  Webb  Maj.  B.  Bryant 

L.  B.  Powers  W.  Morgan 

J.  Powers  Chadison  Jones 

C.  Powers 
Cyrus  L.  W^ard 
L.  Dorsey 
Jacob  Plummer 
H.  Haygood 
Hale  Barton 
A.  P.  Eaton 

[Endorsed] 

Copy  Express  from  Robertson  Cty    16  Jany  39  » 

Indian  Masacre  <fec  Copy  of  Express 
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No.  1017 

iS58"  Jan.  17,  A.  C.  HORTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

To  his  Excellency 

M  B  Lamar 

As  I  Shall  probably  leave  town 
to  morrow  or  next  day —  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  have  the 
paper  relative  to  the  Indians  arranged —  my  duties  as  Commis- 
sion [er]  will  Shortly  call  my  attention  elsewhere,  it  is  therefore 
necessary  I  Should  go  immediately  to  the  Indians  to  prepare  them 
for  an  expedition  to  the  west  under  the  command  of  Col  Karnes. 

Very  respectfully 
Yr  Obt  Serv. 

A  CHorto(n) 
Houston  Jany.  17,  1838." 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed] 

To  hi[8l  Excellency  A.  C.  Horto[n] 

M  B  Lamar  Houston  Jany.  17th.  1839. 
Houston 

No.  1018 

1839  Jan,  17,  CATHERINE  EDEN,  PHILADELPHIA,  [PENNSYL- 

VANIA],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,   [TEXAS] 

Requesting  detailed  information  regarding  the  last  illness  and 
death  of  her  nephew,  Robert  Eden  Handy,    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 
See  no.  992. 

No.  1019 

1839  Jan.  17,  DAVID  G.  BURNET,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 
[MIRABEAU  BOUNAPARTE  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Presenting  the  names  of  A[lexander]  Somervell  and  [George  W. 
Bamett]  as  candidates  for  appointment  as  agent  under  the  law  for 
establishing  a  permanent  seat  of  government.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1020 

1839  Jan.  18,  ALLEN  GREENE,  GREEN  HILL,  JONES  COUNTY, 

GEORGIA,  TO  M[IRABEAU1  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Requesting  information  regarding  land  grants  to  immigrants,  and 
conditions  in  Texas.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

••This  date  should  be  1839.    Cf.  no.  1014. 
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No.  1021 

1839  Jan,  18,  JACOB  P.  WELCH,  TWIGGS  COUNTY,  GEORGIA, 
TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Personal  history ;  request  for  information  regarding  Texas.    A.  L 
S.    3  p. 

No.  1022 

1839  Jan,  18,  A.  BRIGHAM  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Treasurer's  Office 

Houston  Jany  18.  1839 

To 

His  Excellency 

the  President 

Respected  Sir 

In  consequence  of  some  enquiries, 
made  by  the  Hon  Sec'ry  of  the  Navy,  I  now  take  the  liberty  of 
communicating  a  statement  of  the  accompts  of  the  Executive  Deptmt. 
with  the  Treasury —  and  will  also  solicit  your  indulgence,  for  these 
references  to  the  Laws,  granting  appropriations. 
Vol  1st.  page  249  and  250  subject  to  the  or[der]   of  ,the*Exfecl- 

utive  ...  ...         $100,000 

Vol    2sd.    page    115    deduct    to    the    order    of    the    SecV   oi 
War  25,000 

Leaving  the  amt  subject  to  Ex[ec]utive  Order  ^^^'^ 

Amt  disbursed  by  order  of  the  Ex-President  65.979.40 

**       **     of  the  present  Ex[ec]utive  ,  410.00 

$66  389.40 
66.389  40 

Amt  now  in  deposits  subject  to  the  order  of  the  .^ 

President  $8,610.60 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Very   Respectfully 

Your  Obt  SerVt 

A.  Brigham 

Treasurer 

[rubric] 

r  Addressed!  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  Treasurers  Report 

M.  B.  Lamar  18th  Jwny  1839 

Present  OfficM 
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No.  1023 
1839  Jan.  18,  M.  HUNT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Navy  Department 

Houston  18th.  Jany  1839 

Sir 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  statement"  of  E.  E.  Dibble  and  friends  for  advances  of  money 
made  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Schooner  Independance  whilst  in 
duress  at  Matamoras 

My  predec[e]ssor  asked  the  attention  of  the  ex  President  to  the 
subject  on  the  13th.  Nover.  1837.  in  the  following  terms.  **  Whilst 
the  officers  and  crew  were  confined  in  prison  at  Matamoras,  cash 
was  advanced,  to  keep  them  from  actual  starvation,  by  persons  whose 
names  are  appended  in  document  marked  C."" 

I  take  the  liberty  to  request  of  your  Excellency  the  adoption  of 
such  a  course,  in  regard  to  this  magnanimous  and  timely  advance  of 
funds,  for  the  suffering  officers  and  men  in  the  service,  as  will  secure 
to  Mr.  Dibble  and  his  friends,  a  just  and  speedy  reimbursement 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  Obt  Servt 

Memucan  Hunt 
Secty  of  the  Navy 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Communication  from  Sec  of  Navy 

Excellency  to  repay  E  E  Biddle  &  others 

M  B  Lamar  18th.  Jany  1839 

President  Official                   , 
of  Texas 

No.  1024 

i855"  Jan.  18,  H.  McLEOD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches  Jany.  18th.  1838^« 

Dr.  Qenl —  I  got  here  last  night  &  write  in  haste  by  Dr  Sackelford 
who  is  now  in  the  saddle —  I  will  come  down  in  a  few  days  with 
Genl  Rusk,  but  I  am  really  so  **u8ed  up"  now,  that  I  cannot  undergo 
the  fatigue —  I  Ve  been  riding  so  long,  that  I  have  almost  become  a 
Centaur,  at  least  I  feel  lost,  when  I  have  to  propel  myself — 

We  were  misled  on  the  prairies  by  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  who 
guided  us  to  the  Brazzos,  when  the  enemy  was  really  below  us  on  the 
Trinity — (at  least  so  the  prisoners  say  who  have  recently  escaped 
from  them) — but  in  comparing  dates,  the  hostiles  had  time  to  have 
gone  to  the  Brazzos  between  the  time-  of  their  escape,  &  our  arrival 
at  the  Trinity, — nor  did  we  discover  any  sign  of  Indians  in  numbers 
80  great  as  they  are  represented,  tho'  we  were  within  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  of  the  place,  where  they  are  said  to  have  been  camped. 

•No.  617. 

*"Thi8  date  should  be  1839.    Cf.  the  endorsement. 
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This  Campaign  however  has  had  one  great  effect,  which  amply 
Compensates  for  its  expense,  The  Indians  never  knew  they  had  an 
enemy  beyond  this  neighborhood,  nor  did  they  beleive  a  white  man 

could  go  to  the  prairies and  when  they  find  a  wide  road  made 

from  Clarksville  to  the  Brazzos  &  learn  from  the  Kickapoos  that  five 
hundred  men  made  that  road,  they  will  perceive  the  hopelessness  of 
such  a  contest 

They  will  soon  scatter  into  small  parties,  &  being  deceived  by  the 
representations  of  the  Mexicans,  they  will  probably  kill  them  in 
revenge 

I  found  a  letter  here  from  my  friend  Watrous,  when  I  got  in  last 
night,  respecting  an  application  to  you,  for  the  appointment  of  Benj. 
B.  Sturges  as  Paymaster,  &  requesting  me  to  urge  it  upon  you — 
I  have  only  to  say,  that  in  my  opinion  the  qualities  most  essential 
to  a  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office,  are  characteristic 
of  Mr.  Sturges — And  those  are,  a  sense  of  honor,  that  will  always 
lift  him  above  corruption — if  it  is  vacant  I  sincerely  hope  he  may 
obtain  it — he  is  fully  [qualified]  to  dicharge  its  duties  in  detail. 

Your  friend 

H  McLeod 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Ilis  Excellency  H  McLeod 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Nacogdoches  18  Jany  1839 

President 
Favd.  by  City  of  Houston 

Dr.  Shackelford  Texas 

No.  1025 

1839  Jan.  18,  WATKINS  CLAY,   [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Receipt  to  H.  Thompson   [1]   for  $20  for  articles  furnished  the 
President's  House.    D.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1026 

1839  Jan.  19,  JAMES  BURKE,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  M[IRA- 
BEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Sending  the  Grand  Gnlf  Advertiser,  containing  an  article  of  **a 
Texian"  and  Lamar's  inaugural  address,  and  the  New  Orleans  Ob- 
server, containing  an  extract  from  the  inaugural  address   with  an 
editorial  introduction. 
A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
**  Private." 

No.  1027, 

1839  Jan.  19,  T.  T.  WHITE,  SAVANNAH.  [GEORGIA],  TO  IVHRA- 
BEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  as  Texan  consul  at  Savannah.     A. 
L.  S.    1  p. 

Recommendation  by  Major  A.  B.  Fannin  appended. 
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No.  1028 

1839  Jan,  19,  ISAAC  N.  JONES,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  [MIRA- 
BEAU  BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Introducing  Joseph  B.  Littlejohn,  Jr.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1029 

1839  Jan.  21,  TEXAS.    CONGRESS,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

"An  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  create  a  Board  or  Tribunal  for  the 
examination  and  auditing  of  claims  against  the  Government  in  cer- 
tain cases." 

Copy.    2  p. 

Printed  in  Gammel,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of  Texas,  II,  59. 

No.  1030 

1839  Jan.  24,  JOHN  M.  HANSFORD,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Thomas  Timmins  for  chief  justice  of  Harrison  County; 
applying  for  appointment  on  the  boundary  commission;  militia 
organization  in  Shelby  and  Harrison  counties.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1031 

1839  Jan.  25,  SAM[UEL]  WHITING,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[U0NAPARTE1  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Sending  a  letter  sent  to  Bee  with  a  request  for  Lamar's  expression 
of  opinion  to  Bee.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1032 

1839  Jan.  25,  C.  PORTER  TO  S.  M.  WILLIAMS,   [NEW  YORK, 

NEW  YORK] 

New  York.  January  25th  1839 
Samuel  M.  Williams  Esqr 

Naval  agent  for  Texas, 
in  the  United  States., 
Dear  Sir. 

I  herewith  forward  you  an  Estimate  with 
modle  &  plans  for  a  Steam  Vessel  of  war.  In  making  this  modle, 
my  object  has  been  to  combine  speed  with  light  draft  of  water  & 
still  to  obtain  the  great  strength  required  for  a  vessel  to  navigate 
the  ocean,  her  style  of  modle  is  that  of  a  corvette  with  5  feet  Bulwarks 
forward  &  aft  &  to  add  to  her  strength,  the  Frames  will  extend  up 
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to  the  Top  of  the  Wheel  House  and  shorten  forward  &  aft,  which 
when  planked  &  cross  Braced,  will  give  suflBcient  strength  to  sustain 
the  Engines,  She  will  have  a  Spar  deck,  strong  &  well  fastened  to 
extend  forward  &  aft  to  cover  the  Engines  and  the  wheels  to  be 
guarded  with  inclined  planes  to  secure  them  from  injury  by  shot 
when  approaching  an  Enemy. 

In  sparring  this  vessel  or  any  Steam  Vessel  for  Sea  I  should  put 
in  long  lower  masts,  and  my  small  Topmasts  that  she  can  carry  large 
lower  sails  to  be  used  in  Strong  breezes  and  save  fuel  as  sails  in  li^t 
winds  are  of  no  use 

I  have  obtained  Estimates  from  the  different  Engineers  for  Two 
Low  pressure  Horizontal  Engines  44  inch  Cylinders  &  10  feet  stroke 
to  work  separate  or  to  connect  if  required,  to  have  four  Copper  Boilers 
and  the  Connections  of  the  Boilers  to  be  so  arranged  that  either  one 
Boiler  can  be  cleansed  or  repaired  at  any  time.  The  Engines  are 
contemplated  to  be  Injection  Engines  such  as  the  common  Lowpres- 
sure  Engine  used  here.  I  herewith  send  you  Saml  Halls  patent  Im- 
provement on  Steam  Engines  and  am  confident  in  stating  that  the 
Improvement  is  of  Great  value  and  Importance  to  steam  vessels  nav-^ 
igating  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  and  frequently  entering  the  Mississippi 
or  other  fresh  water  rivers,  as  it  would  be  a  perfect  protection  against 
the  great  quantity  of  sediment  in  the  Mississippi  or  any  salt  or  im- 
pure w^ater,  which  will  leave  a  deposit  and  cause  the  Boilers  to  bum. 
Iron  Boilers  with  Hairs  patent  Condenser  are  better  than  copper,, 
as  they  are  stronger,  the  only  objections  to  them  are,  first  the  Extra 
Expense  &  should  the  Condensers  get  out  of  order  you  have  not  the 
facilities  for  repairing  them  that  you  have  in  the  plainer  common 
Boilers.  The  dimentions  of  this  Steam  vessel  are  larger  than  your 
Government  may  think  they  require,  (I  therefore  enclose  you  another 
Estimate  for  one  of  Less  dimentions  see  paper  No  8.)  I  think  to  have 
an  Efficient  vessel  and  one  that  can  perfect  the  object,  she  is  not  too 
large,  her  breadth  of  Beam  will  give  her  great  buoyancy  as  she  will 
draw  with  Engines  on  board  only  6i/^  feet  water  and  will  then 
displace  180  Tons  to  the  foot.  Therefore  can  take  on  board,  three 
Hundred  &  fifty  Tons  of  Coal,  provisions  &  men  &  only  draw  8V^ 
feet  water,  with  this  quantity  of  Coal  she  can  navigate  the  whole  Bay- 
of  Mexico,  but  for  the  immediate  guarding  of  the  coast,  and  the- 
protection  of  the  Revenue  the  smaller  Boat  will  be  less  expensive  & 
could  be  built  &  completed  the  next  summer  as  the  Timber  can  be 
procured  ready  cut.  In  the  construction  you  will  notice  that  I  have 
named  twelve  Ports  aft  &  twelve  Ports  forward.  Her  Armament 
is  only  calculated  to  consist  of  four  68  pounders,  say  two  Pivot  Guns- 
&  two  Shifting  Guns  when  adding  a  sufficient  number  of  42s.  to  make 
a  full  Broadside  would  make  the  most  efficient  force  that  could  be 
used  against  an  Enemy  for  Harbor  defence,  as  a  Steavi  vessel  of  war 
can  take  any  position  to  defend  a  narrow  pass,  or  the  entrance  of  any 
Harbor  and  where  the  enemies'  vessels  must  come  head  on,  having^ 
it  in  her  power  to  slip  her  cables  &  recede  by  steam  or  Sail,  untill  an 
opportunity  should  offer  for  Boarding,  when  a  force  &  suction  Enfdne 
to  throw  Hot  water  could  be  used,  to  be  worked  by  men  under  deck 
(the  Hose  to  be  led  through  apertures  prepared  in  different  pEice»  iin 
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the  Deck  or  sides)  to  protect  the  Boarders  and  a  Steam  vessel  of  the 
force  &  prepared  as  above  stated  would  be  equal  or  superior  in  Har- 
bor defence  to  a  Port  which  would  cost  half  a  million  of  Dollars. 

Most  Respectfully 
Your  obt.  Servt. 
Charles  Porter 
[rubric] 

[Addressed] 

Samuel  M.  Williams  Esqr 
Naval  Agent  for  Texas. 
In  the  U  States 

Construction  of  a  Steam  Vessell  of  war  of  the  following  Dimentions, 
Descriptions  and  Materials. 


To  measure 
about  960  Tons 
as  a  single  Deck 
Timbers  &  futtocks 


Dimentions.    Length  on  deck  225  feet 

Breadth  of  Beam  36     " 

Depth  of  Hold  123^     '' 
Materials.        All  the  Frame  except  Floor 

Live  oak,  Locust  &  Cedar 

Floor  Timbers  Keel  pieces,   center   Keelsons   Clamps, 

Strings  wales,  Bottom  plank 

Plank  shins  and  ceiling  to  be  white  oak  Knees  white  oak. 

Side  Keelsons  &  Deck  plank  to  be  Yellow  or  white  pine 
and  all  the  other  materials  to  be  such  as  are  used  in 
the  navy  of  the  United  States 
Description.     To  be  of  the  most  improved  model. 

To  be  Copper  fastened  &  Coppered  to  Deep  Loaded  Line 

To  have  a  Berth  Deck. 

To  have  a  Gun  Deck. 

To  have  a  spar  Deck  100  feet 

To  have  an  Inclined  plane  to  protect  the  Engine 

To  have  Bulwarks  all  round  to  enclose  the  Wheel  Houses 
to  be  5  feet  forward  &  aft 

To  have  the  frame  Timbers  extend  up  as  high  as  the 
upper  or  spar  Deck  and  to  the  top  of  the  wheel  House 
and  as  far  forward  and  aft  as  to  cover  the  Engine. 

To  have  12  Ports  forward  &  12  aft  for  shifting  Guns. 

To  have  one  long  Pivot  Gun  aft. 

To  have  one  long  Pivot  Gun  forward 

To  have  shot  Lockers  forward  &  aft. 

To  have  Cable  bitts,  Ring  Bolts  &  Deck  Bolts 

To  have  a  magazine  lines  with  Copper. 

To  have  Light  Room  &  fixtures  for  magazines 

To  have  store  Rooms  &  provision  Rooms 

To  have  a  Bulkhead  for  Coal  Rooms  &c&c. 

To  have  Coal  Rooms  prepared  on  the  Guards  and  aper- 
tures to  be  made  through  the  Guard  Decks  &  through 
the  side  of  the  Boat  inside  of  the  spondings  to  allow 
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the  coal  or  wood  to  be  passed  through  to  the  Fire 

Room  with  [out]    coming  on  Deck. 
To  have  other  rooms  on  the  Guards  for  Boatswain's 

locker,  Cook  Rooms  &c&c 
The  Berth  deck  to  be  furnished  in  a  proper  manner  for 

the  Captain,  Officers  &  crew. 
Chain  Lockers 
Mess  Lockers 
Side  Ladders 
Boat  Davids 
Extra  Large  Beams  &  fore  &  aft  pieces  for  securing 

the  pivot  Guns. 
The  Stem  to  be  sheathed  with  thick  Copper  &  Boltei 

[Endorsed] 

B-1. 

Construction, 

Masts  Yards,  dc. 
1  Foremast. 
1  Mainmast 
1  Mizen  Mast. 
1  Pare  Topmast. 
1  Main       Do. 
1  Mizen     Do. 
3  Iron  withes  or  Caps 
3  Staples  or  cross  &  Trussel  Trees. 
1  Squaresail  Yard 
1  Fore  Gaflf. 
1  Main     Do. 
1  Mizen  Do. 


[Endorsed] 

B.2. 

Masts  cfe  Spars. 

1  Jib 

1  Squaresail 

1  Foresail 

1  Mizen 

1  Main  Gaff  Topsail 

1  Fore  Gaff  Topsail 

1  Mizen  Driver 


Sails. 


Standing  Rigging  &  stays  of  Iron. 

Running  Rigging 

1  Iron  stay  extra  on  Foremast. 


[Endorsed] 
B.3. 
Sails  &  Rigging 

$2,100. 
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Armament. 


2  Long  Guns  68s. 

2  Cannonades  42s    SWfting  Guns 

4  Carriages 

4  Setts  Rammers  &  Sponges 

4  Setts  Gun  Tackles  Butchings  &e 

4  Ladles  &  wanes 

4  Gun  Handspikes 

4  Locks  for  Guns 

4  Match  Staffs 

4  Tompions 

4  Tompion  Malletts 

4  Toggles  for  Butchings 

8  Passing  Boxes 

4  Passing  Shot  cases 

24  Aprons 

4  Beds  &  Quoins 

100  Muskets 

20  pr  Pistols 

60  Cutlasses 

4  Powder  Horns. 

[Endorsed] 

Armament 
$3600 

Inventory, 

Pumps  &  Geer  Complete  Copper  Chambered. 
Copper  Bell  hung  in  Iron  Frame 
2  Brass  Binnacle  Compasses 
2  Wooden    do.  do. 

1  sett  colors  Ensign  Jack  &  Pendant. 

2  Log  lines. 
2  do  Reels 

4    "   Glasses. 
2    ''   chips. 

1  Deep  sea  Line,  Lead  &  Tub. 
.2  Hand  Lines 

2  do  Leads 
Marline  Spikes 
Capstan  Bars. 

1  Thermometer 

2  Copper  hand  Pumps 
Water  Casks 

20  Mess  Kits 

12  Deck  Buckets 

1  Camboose  with  Boiler,  &  Strainers  Complete. 

Cooks  utensils  Complete. 

Boats  viz. 

1  Launch 

1  Pinnace. 
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1  Cutter. 

1  Gig. 

60  oars  for  ditto 

10  Boat.  Hooks 

S  Iron  Tanks  for  Water.    To  hold. 

1  best  Boner  anchor  2200  # 

1  small   do  do  1800 

1  Kedge  do  250 

1  Best  Boner  Chain  Cable        60  Fathoms 
1  Small    do        do        do  60        do 

1  Hawser  '       120  fathoms  6^/^  inch 

1       do  120        "       5 

Signal  &  Deck  Lanterns 

Binnacle  Lamps 

Speaking  Trumpets. 

Head  pump. 

Brass  Gangway  Staunchions 

Brass  Belaying  pins  aft 

Iron         do  do  ford 

Carpenters  tool  chest 

Boat  chocks  &  Gripes 

Wind  Sails 

Awnings 

Mast  Coats 

Buoys. 

1  Force  &  suction  pump. 

[Endorsed] 
B.5, 
Inventory. 

$4,837 

Cabin  &  ward  Room  furniture  &  Stewards  Pantry. 
1  Dining  Table 
1  sett  chairs 
1  Sofa 

1  sett  curtains  &  fixtures 
1  oil  cloth 
1  Looking  Glass. 

Pantry 

Dishes,  Plates,  Tinnets  &c 

Tea  &  Coffee  cups  &  Saucers 

Knives  &  forks 

Tea  &  table  Spoons 

Tea  &  Coffee  Pots 

Sugars  &  Creams 

Table  ^latts 

Table  Cloths 

Napkins. 

Towels 

Tumblers  &  wine  Glasses 
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Decanturs  &  wine  Coolers. 
Lamp  &  Candle  Sticks. 

[Endorsed] 

Furniture,  . 
$1250 

Estimate  of  a  Steam  Vessel  of  War, 
225  feet  Long.  f     960  Tons  including       1 

36.  feet  Beam  \     masts  Spars  &  Joiners  > 

12%  feet  to  Gun  Deck  [    work  at  $60  per  Ton.  J     $57,600.00 

2000  Sheets  Coppr  &  putting  on  4,000.  '' 

No  3  Sails  &  Rigging  2,100.  " 

"     4  Armament  3,000.  '' 

' '     5  Cables  &  anchors  Boats  &c  ) 

as  per  Inventory  \  4  837.  '' 

"     6  Furniture  for  captain  &  oflBcers  1250.  *' 

Two         (  44  inch  Cylinders,  10  feet  Stroke    ] 
Engines.  (  to  be  Horizontal  &  to  have  Copper  >  63,600.  '* 

Boilers  prepared  to  Burn  Coal  J 


136,387 
Commission,  5,000 


$141,387  '' 


[Endorsed] 
B7, 

Estimate  for  a 
Steam  Boat, 
$141,387.00 

Estimate  for  a  Steam  Vessel  of  war  of  the  following  dimentions 
to  be  Copper  fastened  and  the  frames  to  be  extended  up  as  far  as 
the  Top  of  the  Wheel  House  and  to  diminish  to  the  Rail  forward  & 
aft  to  form  a  Compact  of  Strength  and  give  Stability  to  sustain  the 
Vessel  against  the  Hardest  Gales. 


$34,200.00 


170  feet  on  Deck         T  To  measure  about 

30  feet  Beam  J   570  Tons  with  Masts 

12  fee  to  Gun  Deck    i   &  Snars.  Joiners  &  painters 

5  feet  Bulwarks.  [  works  at— $60  per  Ton 

1400  Sheets  Copper  for  the  Bottom  &  putting  on      '  3,000.00 

Sails  &  Rigging  1,600.00 

Cables,  anchors,  Boats,  waterTank  &c  4,100.00 

Armament  with  2  long  &  2  Short  24s.  .    2,750.00 

Furniture  for  Captain  &  Officers  1,000.00 

Two  Engines. 

36  inch  Cylinders  &  ten  feet  Stroke  ) 

Horizontal  with  Copper  Boilers  &  prepared  for  Coal  J        49,000.00 


95  650.00 
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4  000.00 
$99  650.00 


The  above  Steam  Vessel  is  to  be  built  of  as  good  materials  and 
furnished  in  the  same  style  as  the  other  Steam  Boat  Estimated  for 
&  all  articles  in  proportion. 
New  York.  January  25th.  1839. 

[Endorsed] 
No.  8 

Estimate  for  a 
Steam  Vessel 
$99,650. 

Construction  of  a  Steam  Vessel  of  War  of  the  following  Dimen- 
tions,  description,  &  Materials. 


Dimentions.   Length  on  deck  170  feet  1  To  measure  about 

Breadth  of  Beam  30     '^     J-  570  Tons  as  a 

Depth  of  Hold       12     ''     J  Single  Deck. 

Materials       All  the  Frame  except  floor  Timber  &  futtocks  to  be 
Live  Oak,  Locust  &  Cedar 

Floor  Timbers,  Keelpieces,  center  Keelsons  Clamps, 
Strings,  wales.  Bottom  plank  Plankshire  [Planksheer]. 
&  ceiling  to  be  white  oak. 

Knees  white  oak.  Side  Keelsons  &  deck  plank  to  be 
Yellow  or  white  pine,  and  all  the  other  Materials  to 
be  such  as  are  used  in  the  Navy  of  the  U.  States. 
Description     To  be  of  the  most  improved  modle 

To  be  Copper  fastened  &  Coppered  to  deep  loaded  Line 

To  have  a  Berth  deck 

To  have  a  Gun  deck 

To  have  a  Soar  deck  70  feet 

To  have  inclined  planes  to  protect  the  Engines. 

To  have  Bulwarks  all  round  to  include  the  wheel 

Houses  &  to  be  5  feet  high  forward  &  aft 
To  have  the  Frame  timbers  extend  up  as  high  as  the 

upper  or  Spar  deck  &  to  the  Top  of  the  Wheel  House 

&  as  far  forward  &  aft  as  to  Cover  the  Engine. 
To  have  2  ports  forward  &  2  aft  for  a  Shifting  Gun 
To  have  a  long  pivot  Gun  aft  — 24 — 
To  have  a  long  pivot  Gun  ford.  — 24 — 
To  have  shot  Lockers  forwd.  &  aft. 
To  have  Cable  Bitts,  ring  bolts  &  deck  bolts. 
To  have  a  Magazine  lined  with  Copper 
To  have  Light  Room  &  fixtures  to  Magazine. 
To  have  Store  Rooms  &  Provisions  Rooms. 
To  have  buklheads  for  Coal  Rooms  &c 
The  Berth  deck  to  be  furnished  in  a  proper  manner  for 

the  Captain,  Officers  &  Crew. 
Chain  Lockers 
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Mess  Lockers. 
Side  Ladders 
Boats  Davids 
Extra  Large  Beams  &  fore  &  aft  for  securing  the  pivot 

Quns 
The  Stern  to  be  sheated  in  front  with  thick  Copper. 


[Endorsed] 
Construction 

To  No.  8 


No.  1033 


1839  Jan.  26,  W[ILLIS1  ROBERTS,  GALVESTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU1    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Suggesting  Mr.  Griffith  as  notary  in  place  of  Dr.  Kelton;  family 
and  personal  news  and  message.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1034 

1839  Jan.  29,  C.  C.  PRESTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Mooresville  Ala    Jany  29th  1839— 
Presdt  Lamar. 

Dr  Sr. 

Having  lately  perused  your  official  message  to  the 
citizens  of  Texas,  I  feel  a  strong  desire  of  visiting  your  republic 
principally  for  the  purpose  of  ascerta[in]ing  the  public  sentiment 
on  the  cause  of  educa'tion.  I  think  that  if  an  institution  of  learning, 
extensive  in  its  character,  were  established  in  some  favorable  place 
of  your  country,  its  beneficial  effects  would  soon  be  felt  in  every 
portion  of  the  community.  Will  you  Sir,  be  so  kind  as  to  send  me 
your  opinion  on  this  subject  &  also  replys  to  the  following  ques- 
tions. Is  public  opinion  in  favor  of  an  institution  that  should  be 
supported  by  the  republic?  If  not,  would  one  of  a  more  private 
character  meet  with  encouragement?  What  point  would  be  most 
favorable  for  the  location  of  an  institution  of  the  following  kind. 
Viz,  One  comprising  in  its  course  all  the  branches  usually  taught  in 
Preparatory  Schools,  a  thorough  classical  &  mathematical  course, 
together  with  instruction  in  the  sciences  &  Modem  languages.  To 
it  should  be  joined  some  system  of  Agricultural  &  Mechanical 
exercise  and  instruction.  Such  an  one  as  this  would  require  some 
land  &  a  number  of  buildings.  No  one  of  the  United  States  has 
such  an  institution  of  learning,  whose  end  is  to  educate  all  classes 
of  the  State  for  their  respective  avocations.  Cannot  &  will  not 
Texas  among  the  improvements  she  is  advising,  be  the  first  to 
establish  something  of  this  kind?  I  can  present  you,  when  necessary 
with  satisfactory  testimonials  as  to  scholarship,  moral  character  & 
ability  to  manage  an  institution  of  learning.    If  this  meet  with  a 
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consideration  from  you  Sir,  which  I  hope  it  may,  Please  return  me 
an  answer  as  soon  as  conveni[e]nt. 

With  great  respect 
To  His  Excellency        )  Your  Most  Obt  Servt 

Genl  M.  B.  Lamar.         )  C.  C.  Preston. 

Presdt  of  Texas—  ) 

) 

No.  1035 

1839  Jan,  30,  MEMUCAN  HUNT,  T.  J.  GOLIGHTLY,  AND  W.  H. 

GRIMES,  HOUSTON,   [TEXAS],  TO  [MIRABEAU 

BUONAPARTE  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Endorsing  P.  R.  Lilly  for  chief  justice  of  Colorado  County.     L. 
S.     Ip. 

No.  1036 

1839  Jan.  30,  A.  SIDNEY  JOHNSTON,  [HOUSTON],  TO   [M.  B. 
LAMAR,  HOUSTON] 

War  Department 

30th  Jany.  1839 
To  His  Excellency 

The  President 
Sir— 

The  records  of  the  department  have  been  ex- 
amined and  nothing  in  disparagement  of  the  character  of  Col. 
Weymouth  has  been  found,  except  the  record  of  his  dishonorable 
discharge  by  order  of  the  late  President 

Very  respectfully 

Yr  obt  sert 
A.  Sidney  Johnston 
Secretary  of  War 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  A  Sidney  Johnson. 

His  Excellency  WarDept 

The  President  3rd.  Jany  1839 

Official 

No.  1037 

1839  Jan.  30,  A.  B.  DAVIS,  COLUMBUS,    [GEORGIA],    TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Introducing  William  L.  Wynn,  owner  of  a  half  interest  in  tbe 
lands  bought  by  Lamar  for  **our  company.*'    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 
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No.  1038 

i839  Jan.,  W[1LLIA]M  C.  DAWSON,  WASHINGTON,  [D.  C],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

■    TEXAS] 

Becommending  A.  T.  Burnley  for  continuance  as  Texas  Agent. 
A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1039 

1839  Feb.  1,  SAM  HOUSTON,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 
H[ENBT]  THOMPSON,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Order  to  let  Capt.  Stansbury  haye  furniture  and  bills.  A.  N. 
S.    1  p. 

No.  1040 

1839  Feb.  2,  STEPHEN  Z.   HOYLE,  HOUSTON,    [TEXAS],   TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  office.    A.  N.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1041 

1839  Feb.  2,  JACKSON  SMITH.  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

PRESIDENT'S  HOUSE,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Application  for  the  agency  of  the  City  of  Austin.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1042 

1839  Feb:  2,  GARNETT   ANDREWS,   WASHINGTON,   WILKES 

COUNTY,  GEORGIA,  TO  MIRABEAU  [BUONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,    [TEXAS] 

Introducing  Joseph  WiUey;  congratulations  upon  election.  A. 
L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1043 

1839  Feb.  3,  A.  POPE  FIELD,  VANDALIA,  ILLINOIS,  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,   [TEXAS] 

Introducing  David  L.  Wood,  late  editor  of  the  Vandalia  Free  Press, 
member  of  the  Philosophical  Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  cousin  to 
the  late  Peter  W.  Grayson.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

Endorsed:    "A.  Pope  Fields  Sec  State  of  Illinois.     .     .     ." 
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No.  1044 

1839  Feb.  5,  EDWIN  WALLER,  VELASCO,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU1  BfUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,   [TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  as  goyernment  agent  under  the  law 
for  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government.    L.  S.  (by  proxy.)     1  p. 

No.  1045 

1839  \Peh.  6,  J.  B.  LYNCH,  CARROLL  COUNTY,  LOUISIANA,  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Personal  affairs;  inquiry  regarding  the  procedure  necessary  to 
adjust  his  land  business  in  Texas.    A.  L.  S.    3  p. 

No.  1046 

1839  Feb.  6,  J.  B.  LYNCH,  CARROLL  COUNTY,  LOUISIANA, 
TO  —  TAYLOR,  — ,  TEXAS 

Personal  business  connected  with  the  settlement  of  land  claims. 
A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1047 

1839  Feb.  6,  CITIZENS  OF  FRANKLIN.    PETITION. 


Franklin  Robertson  County  February  6th  1839 
At  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  Citizens  of  this  place 
after  going  through  a  routine  of  resolutions  &c.,  &c..  It  was  ordered 
by  a  unanimous  voice  that  the  County  Clerk  Harrison  Owen 
thorough  the  medium  of  a  letter  transmit  to  your  Excell«icy  the 
true  situation  of  our  present  distressed  condition  hoping  you  in  ans- 
wer to  be  same  may  give  us  at  least  some  advice  We  are  perhaps 
fa[r]ther  North  than  any  Town  in  the  Republic  that  of  Fort  Houston 
excepted  which  is  suplied  with  a  guard  of  Two  Hundred  men  "We 
about  twenty  families  in  this  place  have  commenced  on  last  summer 
too  late  to  make  a  crop  we  have  our  provision  to  haul  at  least 
twenty  five  miles  and  it  appears  the  Indians  are  determined  to 
take  the  Our  fronteer  we  have  at  least  twenty  Widows  in  thia 
County  and  %ths.  of  their  husbands  have  been  killed  by  the 
Indians  besides  young  Men  Women  and  Children  the  Indians  were 
heard  on  Sonday  last  about  Eight  miles  North  of  us  had  we  our 
provisions  at  this  place  we  might  do  much  better  We  however  are 
determined  to  stay  (if  possible)  until  we  ascertain  whether  we  get 
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any  assistance  from  the  Government  The  last  encounter  we  had 
with  the  Hellish  Indians  Occasioned  the  death  of  Eleven  of  our 
most  Worthy  County  men  Six  men  of  Families  Should  this  place 
breaks  The  Citizens  of  Robertson  County  must  breake  up  and  leave 
their  homes  We  therefore  pray  for  as  much  assistance  as  will  give 
security  to  our  most  exposed  settlements  until  a  regular  Campaign 
is  fited  out  against  the  Indians  We  therefore  request  of  your 
Excellency  a  few  lines  in  answer  to  the  above  and  should  you  from 
circumstances  think  it  advisable  to  breake  up  and  leave  this  place, 
write  and  give  us  the  advice  you  would  to  a  near  and  respected 
relation  under  a  similar  circumstance  Should  you  think  it  advisable 
to  stand  our  Ground  write  also  Should  your  Excellency  condescend 
to  answer  the  above  adress  H.  .Owen  the  P.  .M  of  this  place  and  we 
will  ever  venerate  and  respt  in  extreem  haste  Yomrs  With  due  respet 

Citizens  of  Franklin 

M.  B.  Lamar  [Endorsed! 

[Addressed]  Resolutions  &  Petitions 

Franklin  9th  February  1839.  from  Robertson  County 

R.C.         To  His  Excellency  for  Protection  &c 

MB..  Lamar  Reed.  20th  Feby  1839. 
City  of  Houston 

No.  1048 

1639  Feb.  7,  C.  B.  FANGER,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

[MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  as  stock  commissioner.    A.L.S.     Ip. 

No.  1049 

1839  Feb,  8,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Bastrop  Febry  8th  1839. 
Genl  M.  B.  Lamar 

My  dear  Sir, 

In  a  letter,  which  I  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  at  War  a  few  days  since  relative  to  the  contemplated 
expedition  against  the  Comanchees,  I  took  occasion  to  refer  to  the 
importance  of  the  Santa  Fe  trade  and  of  the  facilities  of  diverting 
it  to  the  Colorado  Valley,  the  natural  outlet  for  all  the  commerce 
of  the  North  Western  Territory  of  Texas,  at  this  moment  the  most 
productive  portion  of  it.  The  lowest  estimate  of  the  trade  of  what 
was  formerly  New  Mexico  has  been  placed  at  $20,000,000  (millions),  * 
consisting  of  gold  &  silver  and  the  rich  furs  of  the  mountains, 
which  now  pass  out  by  the  Red  River  Valley  and  the  Rio  Grande, 
building  up  the  towns  of  St.  Louis  and  Matamoras.  The  heavy 
obstacles  opposed  to  this  trade  have  served  to  curtail  its  profits 
and  to  damp  the  energies  of  the  miners  and  trappers.     The  immense 
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distance  of  the  travel  the  enormous  expenses  of  transportation  the 
dangers  of  the  high-way,  infested  by  savages  &  Mexican  banditti 
with  the  difficulty  of  carrying  provisions  have  all  served  to  restrict 
the  most  profitable  commerce  in  the  world.  A  caravan  of  Merchants 
from  St.  Louis  could  not  return  from  an  expedition  to  Santa  Fe 
short  of  six  months,  most  generally  prolonged  to  eight.  That  city 
however  has  drawn  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  trade  to  the 
Mississippi  river  from  the  superior  energies  of  the  Western  pioneers 
&  trappers.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies  thro'  Matamoras, 
the  revolutionary  state  of  Mexico  and  the  extortions  made  upon 
the  Santa  Fe  traders  have  driven  a  large  portion  of  the  metals  & 
furs  from  that  town  to  St  Louis.  In  addition  to  these  valuable 
articles  of  commerce,  the  natives  would  enter  largely  into  the  Mule 
trade,  which  will  be  of  immense  value  in  the  cultivation  of  our 
fertile  lands.  At  the  head-waters  of  the  Colorado,  along  the  chaifl 
of  mountains,  which  constitute  the  Cordelleras,  are  to  be  found  large 
quantities  of  those  animals  from  which  the  furs  are  taken.  They 
are  as  fine  and  as  valuable  as  those  carried  from  the  Rockey  Moun- 
tains between  St.-  Louis  &  Santa  Fe.  The  trappers  now  engaged  in 
that  trade  would  soon  place  themselves  under  the  protection  of 
our  government  and  gladly  resort  to  the  New  Capital  of  the  Western 
Empire  of  North  America  for  the  disposal  of  those  rich  and  useful 
commodities.  Besides  these  I  might  enumerate  the  profits  of  our 
own  trade  with  the  population  of  New  Mexico  in  provisions  and 
goods  of  foreign  growth  &  manufacture,  which  would  pass  thro'  our 
ports.  But  these  advantages  are  well  understood  by  yourself  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  secure  them  to  this 
country. 

Whilst  in  the  City  of  Houston  and  at  the  time  of  my  appointment 
in  the  Regiment  against  the  Comanchies,  I  suggested  to  you  the  impor- 
tance of  a  politico-military  mission  to  Santa  Fe  with  a  view  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  trade  of  New  Mexico  thro'  the  natural  outlet  within 
the  limits  of  this  Republic.  Perhaps  my  information  obtained  from 
the  most  veracious  sources  since  my  arrival  in  the  West  may 
materially  aid  the  operations  of  the  government  and  I  shall  continue 
my  search  into  the  history  of  the  proper  route  to  Santa  Fe  till  the 
arrival  of  the  volunteers  from  this  river  now  out  against  the  Com- 
anchies, and  the  return  of  Col.  Karnes,  who  is  at  this  moment  at  the 
Canon  De  Ubalde  above  San  Antonio.  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  seat  of  government  will  be  located  on  the  Colorado 
between  this  place  and  the  mountains,  probably  at  their  foot  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  selection  will  be  the  most  judicious  which  can 
be  made  within  the  limits  assigned  the  Commissioners  by  the  law. 
In  that  event  the  Capital  of  the  Nation  may  command  the  entire 
trade  of  New  Mexico. 

The  Colorado  River  beyond  the  mountains,  thirty  miles  above 
the  probable  location  of  the  seat  of  government,  is  said  to  be  a 
wider  and  deeper  steam  to  the  Pasigono  than  from  the  mountains 
to  its  mouth.  In  addition  to  the  river,  there  is  a  trace  from  the 
foot  of  the  Colorado  mountains  to  Santa  Fe,  which  may  be  travelled 
by  waggons  and  does  not  exceed  five  hundred  miles.    Should  the 
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river  be  navigable  to  Pasigono  it  will  reduce  the  land  travel  three 
hundred  miles.  These  are  facts  not  generally  known,  and  which 
ought  to  be  properly  examined  by  the  Engineers  of  the  government. 
The  control  of  the  trade  of  New  Mexico  (which  is  estimated  by  our 
friend  Wm  P.  Hill  Esq.  of  this  place,  who  has  visited  Santa  Fe.,  at 
twenty  five  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars)  would  give  us  better 
credit  abroad  than  any  political  expedient  which  can  be  resorted  to 
for  the  procurement  of  a  loan  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the 
government.  The  taxes  alone  imposed  for  the  protection  of  this 
trade  would  yield  an  immense  revenue  to  our  Treasury  &  leave  the 
agricultural  interests  entirely  unencumbered  with  exactions  for  the 
support  of  government. 

With  a  view  to  the  immediate  diversion  of  this  trade  to  the 
Colorado  I  would  suggest  the  early  establishment  of  a  trading 
house  at  the  highest  point  on  the  river  known  to  be  navigable,  say 
at  the  junction  of  the  Pasigono  &  Colorado,  with  a  small  armed 
force  to  protect  it.  The  military  road  ordered  to  be  laid  out  from 
the  Nueces  to  the  Red  River  will  necessarily  run  below  the  moun- 
tains and  most  probably  by  the  new  seat  jof  government,  which  will 
allow  you  the  use  of  the  companies  on  the  Colorado  Station  for  the 
protection  of  the  trading  post  at  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers  just 
mentioned.  The  distance  from  that  point  to  Santa  Fe  certainly 
does  not  exceed  two  hundred  &  fifty  miles.  Doubting  as  I  do  the 
practicability  of  driving  the  Prairie  Indians  from  the  limits  of  our 
Republic,  some  mild  course  should  be  pursued  to  establish  peaceful 
relations  and  I  believe  that  the  most  feasible  as  well  as  the  most 
humne  method  to  tame  their  savage  natures  and  to  secure  their 
friendship  will  be  to  establish  trading  houses  among  them,  under 
the  direct  control  of  the  government.  With  proper  restrictions 
upon  the  agents  no  evil  but  great  good  must  result  from  the 
introduction  of  trading  houses.  It  is  the  diflSculty  of  obtaining 
articles,  suibtable  to  their  fancy,  such  as  red-blankets  &  parti- 
colored beads,  which  superinduces  the  thieving  habits  of  those 
Indians.  By  such  intercourse  as  would  necessarily  exist  between 
the  Whites  &  the  Indians  the  earliest  &  most  certain  information 
could  be  obtained  of  the  views  &  haunts  of  the  hostile  Indians,  and 
the  government  may  thus  save  millions  of  blood  and  treasure  in 
in  the  protection  of  the  frontier.  The  Comanchie  Indians  may  be 
bribed  to  pursue  any  course  of  conduct,  which  the  policy  of  the 
government  shall  render  necessary;  and  altho'  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  undertake  to  purchase  their  friendship,  yet  it  would  be  both 
wise  &  safe  to  secure  their  knowledge  of  the  tribes  of  their  own 
Nation  by  judicious  largesses. 

As  the  government  of  Texas  claims  to  extend  its  territory  to  the 
utmost  limits  of  Santa  Fe,  it  is  desirable  that  the  people  should 
be  brought  under  our  direct  political  control.  The  great  distance 
of  Santa  Fe  from  the  government  of  Mexico  has  left  that  territory 
entirely  dependent  upon  itself  for  protection,  and  the  people  only 
feel  the  authority  of  the  political  power  thro*  the  weight  of  taxation 
imposed  by  the  central  head.  They  are  prepared  to  unite  with  us, 
and  this  is  the  favorable  moment  to  cement  the  friendship  they  have 
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offered  to  re-ciprocate.  The  revolutionary  spirit  is  wa-rm  in  New 
Mexico,  and  the  people  are  determined  to  throw  oflf  the  despotic 
yoke  of  the  present  government.  We  should  at  once  demonstrate 
our  sympathies  with  them. 

I  hope,  if  possible  in  your  power,  that  you  will  order  an  immediate 
Military  escort  for  a  company  of  traders  to  Santa  Pe,  and  that  a 
portion  if  not  the  entire  adventure  may  be  undertaken  by  the 
government  itself.  Immense  profits  must  result  from  it,  and  the 
introduction  of  75  or  100  thousand  dollars  of  specie  from  Santa  Pe 
thro'  the  Colorado  Valley  will  give  confidence  to  individual  enter- 
prize  and  the  route  will  soon  be  lined  with  traders  able  to  protect 
themselves,  who  will  introduce  the  riches  of  New  Mexico  into  the 
lap  of  Texas.  I  have  connected  my  reputation  with  thia  project 
and  I  know  that  your  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  our  country  will  induce 
you  to  patronize  it — ^for  yours  not  mine  will  be  the  glory  of  its 
accomplishment. 

I  would  say  more  but  I  have  not  room.  The  weather  here  is 
unusually  severe.    I  am*  in  tolerable  health. 

Your  sincere  friend 

W  Jefferson  Jones 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed] 

His  Excellency,  free  Thos  J  Jones 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Bastrop  8th  Peb  1839. 

President  of  Upon  Santa  Pee  trade  &c 

Texas,  Reed  20th  Peby— 

Houston. 

No.  1050 

1839  Feb,  8,  C.  DEEN,  SAN  AUGUSTINE  COUNTY 

Certificate  of  the  death  of  Judge  Shelby  Corzine  and  of  the  regular 
term  of  the  first  judicial  district  court.    A.  D.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1051 
1839  Feb.  8,  W.  KIMBRO  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

San  Augustine 

8th  Peby  1839 
To  his  Excelency  M.  B.  Lamar 

Sir  I,  Send  by  the  bearror,  of  this  note  my 
acct  against  the  Republic  as,  Shff  of  this  County  for,  Keeping  mexi- 
can  prisnors  you  will  readily.  See  from  the  amt  that  I,  have  as  a 
matter  of  necesity  Expended  largely  for  there  Support  and  that 
to  in  good  funds,  as,  no  other  kind  will  purchas,  provisions,  in  this 

part  of  the  Republic  at  a  less  discount  then  One  half 

may,  I,  ask  you  to  interest,  yourself  in  my 
behalf  if  I,  cannot  get  the  amt  at  the  Department — to  have  a  warrant 
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in  my  favour.    On  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  this  place  who  I,  am 
advised  has  the  means. 

My  appology  for  troubling  you  with  this 
description  of  matter  is  the  amt.  I,  have  Expended  of  my  Own  means, 
and  the  Consequent  need  of  it  at  the  earliest  day  practable  your 
attention  will  Confer,  a  lasting  favour. 

I,  have  the  Honer  to  be 
Sir  Your  Obt  Servt 
Wm,  Kimbro 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excelency  M.  B.  Lamar  Wm.  Kinbro 

City  of  Houston  San  Augustin 

pr  Colo.  S.  T.  Bumes  8th  Feb  1839 

No.  1052 

1839  Feb,  8,  THOMAS  PRATT,  SAVANNAH,  GEORGIA,  TO 

MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Second  application  for  an  appointment  in  the  Texas  army.  A.  L.  S. 
Ip. 

No.  1053 

1839  Feb.  8,  S[TEPHEN]  H.  BVERITT,  GALVESTON,  [TEXAS], 

TO  M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Physical  and  commercial  conditions  on  the  Island ;  the  New  York; 
an  appointment  for  Prentiss;  personal  news  and  messages.  A.  L.  S. 
2  p. 

No.  1054 

1839  Feb.  9,  D[ANIB1L  M.  STEWART,  SAVANNAH,  [GEORGIA], 

TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Asking  for  information  and  advice  regarding  a  removal  to  Texas. 
A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1055 

1839  Feb.  9,  B.  W.  CULLEN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

San—  Augustine  9th  Peby—  1839. 
His  Excy.  M.  B.  Lamar — 

Sir, 

It  affords  me  the  highest  gratification 
to  inform  you  that  my  fellow-citizens,  and  the  people  generally  in 
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this  section  of  the  country,  entertain  for  you,  the  warmest  personal 
regard,  and  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  patriotism  And 
ability  as  Chief -Magistrate. 

The  people  seem  very  much  pleased  at  the  appointment  of  Genl 
Hamilton  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Williams,  to  negotiate  the  loan —  and 
still  more  at  the  removal  of  the  Capitol  »upon  lands  belonging 
Exclusively  to  the  Govt,  from  it's  present  wretched  location. 

A  new  administration  has  inspired  new  hopes,  and  every  one  is 
busy  in  improving  tlieir  lands,  or  pursuing  the  occupation  of  their 
choice.  Many  Emigrants  are  moving  in  but  few  go  Westward,  owing 
to  the  recent  indian  difficulties — 

If  you  can  succeed  in  obtaining  even  the  loan  of  one  Million,  of 
Dollars,  it  will  enable  you  to  place  a  small  permanent  force  upon 
the  Northern  frontier —  and  thereby  give  some  protection  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  Citizens  most  exposed,  and  prevent  so  great  an  amt  of 
Treasury  notes  being  issued  as  would  otherwise  be  necessary.  For, 
one  of  the  greatest  curses  under  which  the  people  of  Texas  labours, 
is  a  depreciated  Currency, — 

1  presume  you  have  learnt  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  North- 
eastern frontier  er'e  this  time.  I  have  heard  of  no  depradations  or 
hostilities  since  my  return  home — though,  how  long  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Neches  or  the  head-waters  of  the  Sabine  will  remain  in  peace 
and  security,  I  can  not  divine. 

The  Hon.  Shelby  Corzine,  Judge  of  the  1st  judicial  District  is 
dead — and  the  Major  part  of  the  Citizens,  Members  of  the  Bar  and 
all  the  officers  are  desirous  for  me  to  accept  of  the  appointment  to 
fill  the  vacancy  produced  by  his  death — in  fact,  it  is  the  unanimous 
wish  of  my  fellow-citizens  with  the  exception  of  a  dozen  disaffected 
adherents  of  Old  Sam's. — 

It  is  not  the  Salary  that  would  induce  me  to  accept  of  that,  or 
any  other  office  in  this  Govt  but  as  a  mark  of  distinction  desired 
by  the  people,  and  confered  by  Your  Excy.  I  would  be  proud  to 
receive  the  appointment,  relying  upon  my  industry  and  exertions  to 
discharge  the  high  and  responsible  duties  that  would  necessarily 
devolve  upon  me. 

Our  District  Court  must  Commence  it's  Session  on  the  1st  Monday 
in  March  next — So  that  the  Commission  should  be  sent  by  the 
bearer  of  this — 

Be  pleased  to  tender  my  warmest  regards  to  Genl  Dunlap. — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  friend  &  obt  Sert 
E.   W.   Cullen. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Excy— M.  B.  Lamar  C  W  Cullen 

Favd  by                  Houston  San  Augustine  9th  Feb 

Mr,  S  Bu[r?]enes.  Texas.  1839 
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No.  1056 
1839  Feb.  9,  E.  0.  LEGRAND  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

To  His  Excy  M.  B.  Lamar. 
The  Republic  of  Texas     ) 

San- Augustine  County.  )  I,  E.  0.  Le^rand  Chief  Justice  in  & 
for  the  County  &  Republic  aforsd  do  hereby  Certify  that  at  an 
election  held  in  the  County  &  Republic  aforsd  on  the  first  (4)  monday 
of  this  month  for  a  Sheriff,  Coroner,  Justices  of  the  peace  and  consta- 
bles, that,  William  Kimbro  was  elected  Sheroff,  Robert  C.  McDaniell 
coroner, Henry  Morgan,  R.  H.  Foote  T.  G.  Brookes,  R.  F..  Cald- 
well, Geo:  H.  Stovall,  B.  J.  Thompson,  James  P.  Daniell,  John  T. 
Ranels  W.  H.  Payne  and  H.  M.  Davis  Justices  of  the  Peace  and 
Levi  M.  Crow,  \Vm  Fisher,  Thos.  J.  Martin,  Thos  Payne  David  O. 
Warren,  &  W.  W.  Baker,  constables 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  &  aflfixod  the 
seal  of  my  oflBce  on  this  the  9th  day  of  Febuary  A.  D.   1839. — 

E  O.  Legrand 
[Seal]  C  J  C  C 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  E  O  I^grand 

i\I.  B.  Labar  San  Au<?ustine 

Houston  9th  Feb  1839 

Texas  Certificate, 
By  the  politeness 
of  Mr.  Biirnes 

No.  1057 

1839  Feb.  10,  T.  J.  GREEN  TO  M.  B.  LA:\IAR 

Velasco  Feby.lOth.  1839. 
His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar, 

Pres  of  the  Republic, 
Dear  Sir : 

When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
you  last  in  Houston,  your  time  was  so  much  occupied  in  the  orp:aniza- 
tion  of  the  new  administration,  that  T  did  not  feel  justified  in 
obtrudeing  political  opinions  upon  you.  If  any  further  apolo^ry  could 
be  wanting  in  my  now  writeing  you  a  political  letter,  it  may  be 
found  as  well  in  the  exigencies  of  the  country  as  in  the  political 
relationship  I  have  held  to  it  nearly  up  to  the  present  time;  and  in 
addition,  I  never  have  given  a  political  opinion  that  I  was  not 
willing,  nay,  prefered  it  should  be  of  record  forever  after  to  con- 
front any  fluctuation  of  judgment  so  incident  to  political  life.  My 
character  will  justify  you  in  believing,  that  no  man  either  in  or 
out  of  the  country  could  more  heartily  rejoice  in  your  elevation  to 
the  first  oflBce  in  the  Republic;  not  so  much  on  account  of  our  per- 
sonal relations,  as  my  belief  in  your  political  integrity  and  public 
zeal.     With  these  feelings,  I  venture  to  approach  your  Excellency 
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upon  aome  points  of  present  absorbing  public  concernment ;  and  if 
any  hints  of  mine  can  be  of  service  to  you  in  the  execution  of  a 
wise  policy  I  shall  be  more  than  compensated. 

You,  Sir,  have  been  elected  with  a  rare  unanimity  to  the  hij^hest 
office  in  this  nation,  as  one  best  qualified  to  put  an  end  to  this  state 
of  war,  establish  public  credit,  negociate  foreign  relations,  and 
secure  public  and  private  rights  at  home.  As  one  whose  firmness, 
decision  and  energy  would  carry  out  these  objects  in  a  different 
manner  to  the  miscaried  efforts  of  your  predecessors.  It  does  appear 
to  me,  that  from  our  very  national  birth,  we  have  set  with  folded 
arms  relying  more  upon  thcjehances  of  luck,  than  upon  the  energies 
of  men — that  like  an  able  bodied  young  man  looking  to  the  death  of 
a  rich  relation  for  a  liveing,  we  have  hoped  more  for  fortune  than  we 
have  seeked  it.  The  best  way  to  realize  public  expectation  in  your 
administration,  is  the  question.  Let  us  then,  first  look  if  there  be 
any  profit  in  our  past  short  history. 

Since  the  first  breaking  out  of  our  Revolution  a  pacific  temporize- 
ing  policy  seems  to  have  persued  us  phantom  like,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  things  else.  Negociation^  Negociation  has  been  the  word. 
Negociation  was  rung  around  the  walls  of  San  Antonio  in  the  fall 
of  1835  in  the  shape  of  blanck  cartridges  until  its  author  the  best 
of  men  was  literally  expelled  the  country  by  way  of  asso- 
ciateing  him  in  a  commission  to  the  United  States  aUready  most 
ably  filled.  Negociation  took  possession  of  the  bloody  field  of  San 
Jacinto  and  pushed  forward  its  policy  to  the  then  political  ruin  of 
one  of  the  purest  patriots  at  the  head  of  the  government.  Negrocia- 
tion  upon  his  first  induction  into  office  seized  upon  our  last  Presi- 
dent and  haunted  him  through  a  twenty  six  months  administration, 
left  him  in  a  state  of  political  bankrupcy  and  the  country  not 
benefitted.  Thus  the  work  of  three  years  and  where  the  benefit  of 
the  country?  Will  your  Excellency,  then  be  surprized  if  I  most 
respectfully  ask,  is  this  policy  still  to  be  persued,  and  if  so,  what 
other  calculation  has  lately  opened  of  its  benefit?  1  do  not  mean 
to  be  understood  as  opposed  to  negociation  except  in  its 
Texas  s&nce,  that  is,  in  the  absence  of  every  thing  else.  I  am  for 
negociation,  but  I  am  first  for  the  means  of  enforseing  it.  The 
schoolmaster  best  enforces  his  discipline  when  the  rod  is  ready  to 
second  him ;  so  you  may  best  carry  out  the  most  peaceable  results 
by  haveing  your  army  ready  to  strike  upon  your  enemies  refusal. 
Cromwells,  advice  to  his  soldiers  to  '^  trust  in  Ood  but  keep  yovr 
powder  dry'*  should  speak  volumes  to  us.  Think  you  the  late  favour- 
able treaty  of  her  majesty  the  Queen  of  England  with  the  most 
powerful  Monarch  upon  earth,  was  most  induced  by  logic  or  the 
presence  of  her  Majesties  ships.  Need  1  cite  the  history  of  all 
nations  to  prove,  that  the  security  of  liberty  is  in  the  power  to 
maintain  it.  I  would  have  you  negociate,  but  negociate  with  your 
rod  in  hand,  with  your  powder  dry.  Have  your  armv  &  navy  readv 
to  strike  upon  the  refusal  of  your  peace  offering,  otherwise  my  life 
upon  it,  your  terras  will  be  laughed  at.  A  vain  and  shallow  minded 
people  will  yield  you  nothing  either  from  reason  or  oourtesv.  and 
you  may  fritter  away  your  whole  administration  as  the  last  three 
years   has   been,    without   either   the   restoration   of    peace   or  the 
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establishment  of  public  credit:  but  the  bone  of  this  result  will 
follow,  to  wit,  the  prostration  of  your  popularity  and  with  it  your 
entire  capability  for  usefulness.  This  is  what  I  most  dread  to  see 
befall  your  Excellencys  administration.  Once  forfeit  public  con- 
fidence by  embraceing  that  policy  which  has  been  so  often  tried 
and  failed,  a  policy  you  were  elected  in  opposition  to;  and  you 
bring  down  first,  the  open  opposition  of  all  demagogues,  who  will 
unite  the  opposition  of  all  the  disappointed,  then  the  press,  it  will 
soon  pervade  all  classes,  will  find  its  way  into  the  Congress,  and 
in  a  government  like  ours,  too  much  democratic,  as  practical 
knowledge  teaches,  your  usefulness  will  be  fettered  and  the  country 
thereby  injured.  I  would  have  you  shun  any  course,  to  preserve  in 
a  reasonable  degree  your  popularity,  for  thereby  you  preserve  your 
usefuUness.  It  is  too  late  for  us  to  disguise  the  fact,  that  the 
weakness  of  our  government  is,  in  Us  extremes  of  democracy. 

Your  Excellency  will  bear  in  mind,  that  it  is  a  common  fault 
with  men  newly  elected  to  office  to  rely  too  much  upon  their  popu- 
larity. This  I  do  not  charge  upon  you  and  I  am  candid  in  believeing 
you  possess  it  in  the  smallest  degree.  The  head  of  the  goverment 
however,  should  guard  it  in  his  subalterns  and  not  permit  an  over 
reliance  of  this  kind  to  force  measures  which  would  be  ruinous 
to  the  best,  hopes  of  the  country.  Our  last  President  who  was 
called  to  the  high  oflBce  by  acclamation,  had  an  early  admonition  of 
this  kind  as  well  from  myself  as  from  the  Father  of  our  Revolution, 
who  told  him,  the  ^'Lion  could  and  would  be  toiled  in  his  Liar."  We 
have  seen  two  short  years  of  his  vain  indulgeance  heap  a  load  of 
personal  and  political  infamy  upon  him  which  a  life  time  of  sainted- 
ness  cannot  remove. 

I  will  neither  inflict  upon  the  dignity  of  your  station,  or  your 
judgment  as  a  man,  or  my  character  as  a  private  citizen,  any 
hypocritical  cant  about  the  love  of  country.  If  I  love  mine  it  is 
what  I  should  do,  he  who  does  not  is  a  traitor ;  and  whatever  evi- 
dence of  love  I  may  have  rendered  it,  I  am  ready  again  to  do,  to 
the  extent  of  fortune  &  life,  both  of  which  belong,  first  to  my 
country  and  last  to  myself.  With  these  feelings  as  well  as  of  high 
personal  regard  for  you  individually,  I  say,  get  money,  get  an  army» 
and  which  first  to  get  I  am  most  at  a  loss  to  advise — Whether  the 
army  is  most  consequent  upon  the  geting  of  the  money,  or  the  money 
upon  the  geting  of  the  army.  This  I  know,  that  an  array  you  must 
have  before  either  the  peace  of  the  country  or  the  lives  of  your 
citizens  are  secured.  I  do  furthermore  blieve  that  our  national 
recognition  might  have  been  had  from  the  powers  of  Europe  and 
with  it  money  for  all  national  purposes  if  the  blind  policy  of  the 
late  administration  had  not  have  destroyed  our  army.  It  would 
indeed  have  been  a  political  anomaly  for  an  European  nation  to 
recognize  the  independence  of  a  revolted  member  when  that  mem- 
ber though  in  a  state  of  revolt  had  not  the  present  command  of  one 
firelock  to  maintain  her  declarations.  This  conclusion  would  justify 
the  belief  of  the  promary  importance  of  the  army,  and  that  all  things 
else  were  rrs  consequents. 

I  fear  very  much  your  Excellency  will  find  too  late  the  ineflficacy 
of  the  mounted  corps  authorized  to  be  raised ;  and  therefore  I  think 
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mirch  reliance  upon  either  the  prompt  raiseing  of  the  same  or  the 
permanancy  of  the  corps  if  raised  should  not  be  indulged.  In  more 
difficult  times  than  the  present  for  our  country,  an  efficient  army 
WAs  'raised  which  all  now  agree  was  sufficient  to  have  struck  deep 
into  the  vitals  of  the  enemy,  and  I  have  yet  to  hear  stronger  reasons 
why  it  cannot  again  be  done.  I  have  thought  that  early  in  your 
administration  it  would  be  wise  for  you  to  send  propositions  to 
Mexico,  but  not  until  you  were  ready  to  inflict  severe  punishment 
upon  that  nation  for  any  insult  which  they  might  oflFer  your  flag. 

Open  your  ports —  Send  agents  simultaneously  to  each  Prance, 
Great  Britain  and  Rusia —  Ask  secretly,  that  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment will  offer  its  meditation  between  you  and  Mexico ;  but  by  all 
nleans  let  no  opertunity  pass  to  strengthen  your  navy  and  army  and 
let  your  trust  in  God,  be  in  your  dry  powder.  My  Dear  (Jenl. 
you  may  rely  upon  it  that  your  administration  cannot  be  sustained 
by  the  persuance  of  the  last  three  years  policy.  All  men  will  unite 
upon  you  in  fighting  the  common  enemy,  or  in  sustaining  any  bold 
stroke  of  policy;  but  slothfulness  will  create  disquiets,  opposition, 
murmers,  combinations  and  outbreaks;  for,  opposition  to  a  passive 
government  is  in  its  nature  calculated  to  grow,  &  the  sly  cun[n]ing 
demagogue  fattens  best  upon  the  sloth  of  the  subject.  Upon  the 
assembling  of  the  noxt  congress  be  able  to  show  your  work,  and 
whether  or  not  the  whole  of  your  measures  may  have  been  successful, 
you  will  have  the  increased  confidence  and  gratitude  of  the  Nation. 

Enclosed  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  you  an  extract'^  of  a 
letter  I  addressed  to  the  late  Hon.  John  A  Wharton,  while  in  the 
United  States  dated  Wilmington  No.  Ca.  Octr.  10th.  1838,  upon  the 
subject  of  our  Tariff,  from  which  you  will  see  I  am  no  new  advocate 
of  its  abolition. 

With  the  most  ardent  desire  for  the  entire  success  of  your 
administration  and  my  best  wishes  for  your  individual  prosperity 
I  Subscribe  myself  your  Obt.  huml.  Servt. 

Thos.  J.  Green 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar.  Genl.  T.  J.  Green 

Pres.  of  the  Republic.  Valasco  10th  Feb  1838 [9] 

Housten  political. 
Texas. 
Mail 

No.  1058 

1839  Feb.  10,  E.  W.  CULLEN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

San- Augustine  10th.  Peby. 
**39. 
His  Excy.  M.  B.  Lamar. 
Dr  Sir, 

Since  writing  to  you  on  yesterday,*'  I  have 

"No.  831. 
"No.   1055. 
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l)een  informed  that  an  infamous  fellow  by  the  name  of  Lansing,  &  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Frizzell  (I  believe,  of  whom  I  know  nothing  as  he 
came  here  very  recently)  has  been  endeavouring  to  get  up  privately 
a  petition  for  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wm  Anderson,  or  to  counteract 
the  one  in  favour  of  me  which  of  the  two  they  are  attempting,  I  am 
unable  to  say,  nor  do  I  care  as  they  are  neither  individuals  of  any 
property  or  standing  here— r-  You  have  had  a  good  opportunity  of 
knowing  me,  &  you  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  estimate  placed  upon 
me  by  the  Citizens,  &  Bar  when  you  examine  the  recommendation. — 
In  the  event  of  my  appointment,  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  of 
this,  as  my  resignation,  as  Representative  in  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  very  truly 
Tours  &c. 

E.  W.  CuUen 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excy.  M.  B.  Lamar  E.  W.  Cullen 

Pavd.  by  Houston  San   Augustine 

S.  T.  Bu[r]nes  Esqr.)  Texas  10th.  Feb  1839 

No.  1059 

1839  Feb,  10,  E.  W.  CULLEN,  SAN  AUGUSTINE,  [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS 

Endorsing  a  petition  for  the  pardon  of  Antonio  Manchanca.     A. 
X..  S.    1  p. 

No.  1060 

1839  Feb.  10,  R.  RUST  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

City  of  LaFayette  10th.  Feb.  1839 
To  the  President  of  Texas, 

Mister  President,  I  am  personally  a 
stranger  to  you,  but  the  subject  on  which  I  wish  to  address  you  must 
be  my  excuse  for  this  intrusion  on  your  valuable  time.  For  the  last 
two  years  I  have  contemplated  emigrating  to  your  republic;  but  my 
occupation  is  teaching  and  I  had  thought  that  the  time  for  me  to 
become  useful  to  you  in  that  capacity  had  not  arrived.  Recently,  I 
see  by  the  public  journals,  the  subject  of  education  has  been  agitated 
by  your  congress,  and  as  I  have  no  intinuate  acquantences  in  Texas 
(although  many  parti<il  ones)  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  ask  of  you 
whether  an  institution  could  be  establishe[d]  advantageously  at  this 
time  any  where  in  your  republic.  I  am  now  engaged  in  this  city  and 
will  refer  you  to  the  Louisianian  and  Journal  of  Commerce  printed  in 
New  Orleans  for  my  advertisement,  headed,  Lafayette  Academy,  As 
I  have  been  established  here  for  nearly  one  year,  I  have  omitted  giving 
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references,  but  should  I  find  it  to  my  interest  to  change  my  location, 
I  can  bring  with  me  unexceptionable  references  both  from  this  city 
and  New  Orleans.  My  present  patronage  is  as  good  as  I  had  ever 
anticipated  in  this  place,  for  the  short  time  I  have  been  engaged,  as 
I  now  number  in  both  departments  nearly  fifty  pupils,  and  conae- 
quently  it  is  not  for  the  want  of  patronage  that  I  would:  leave,  but  I 
look  upon  Texas  as  my  place  of  destination,  and  as  I  am  now  nearly 
thirty  years  of  age,  feel  anxious  to  make  my  permanent  location  aa 
soon  as  the  proper  time  shall  arrive.  Should  you  think  favorably  of 
my  plans  and  find  time  to  inform  me  of  your  approbation  or  to  give 
me  any  information  which  would  be  useful,  to  me,  I  shall  not  fail  to 
communicate  to  you  more  explicitly.  If  not,  please  pardon  this  intru- 
sion. 

With  sentiments  of  profund  respect 
I  am  your  obedient  humble  servant 
'  Richard  Rust 

[rubric] 


To  the  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas 


[  Addressed]  [  Endorsed  ] 

M.  B.  Lamar  Richard  Rust 

President  of  Texas  City  of  Lafayette 

Houston  10th.  Feb  1839 

Texas 

No.  1061 

1839  Feb.  10,  JOHN  M.  HANSFORD,  SHELBTVILLE,  TEXAS, 
TO  M[IRABEAU]   B[UONAPARTE]    LAALA.R,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Endorsing  James  G.  Hyde  for  district  judge  to  succeed  Corzine^ 
A.  L.  S.     2  p. 

No.  1062 

1839  Feb,  10,  W.  H.  WHARTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Eagle  Island  10th  Feby.  1839 
Dear  Sir 

Wm.  H  Jack  having  resigned  as  one  of  the  compilers  of 
the  laws  there  is  a  vacancy  to  be  filled. .  Mr.  Kaufman  stands  alone 
in  that  business  at  present.    I  hope  you  will  fill  the  vacancy  at  your 
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\ 
earliest  leisure.    The  affair  of  the  Custom  house  at  Velasco   is  all 
right  &  Austins  conduct  every  way  correct  &  satisfactory 

Yours  most  truly 

Wm.  H.  Wharton 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

.Velasco   )                Free  W.  H.  Whorton. 

Feb.  12  )  application  of  apt 

His  Excellency  Commiss 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar  Reed.  20th.  Feb  1839 

City  of  Houston  ■- 

Commissioner  for  Valasco 

No.  1063 

1839  Feb.  11,  JOSEPH  H.  BARNARD,  RICHMOND,  [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Asking  the  return  of  a  manuscript.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1064 
1839  Feb.  12,  R.  R  WILKINS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Frivate 

Houston  12th.  February  1839 
To  his  Excellency 

M  B  Lamar, 

Dear  Sir, 

You  no  doubt  will  be  surprized  to 
receive  a  letter  of  this  cast  from  me,  but  necessity  compels  me  to 
write  so. 

My  object  in  visiting  this  country  was  to  try  and  recuperate  a 
ruined  and  mispent  fortune ;  At  one  time  I  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  my  object  was  partially  affected,  but  from  my  own  impru- 
dence and  misconduct,  (and  I  impute  it  to  that  solely)  it  has  not 
been  done :  At  one  time,  I  had  the  vanity  to  believe,  had  I  have  acted 
differently  from  what  I  did,  I  would  have  expected  some  assistance 
from  you,  but  alas,  it  is  right  I  should  suffer  for  my  action,  my 
necessities  for  the  maintenance  of  ray  family ;  (which  had  they  not 
have  been  here  I  should  have  been  in  the  army  a  private  long  before 
this,)  have  drove  me  to  action  that  I  WQuld  blush  to  have  done  at 
any  other  time,  but  them  I  must  support  and  will  do  it  as  long  as  I 
live,  which  god  grant  if  there  is  not  a  change  in  our  prospects  soon 
may  not  be  long:  what  is  to  become  of  us  after  this  last  stock  is 
consumed  I  am  at  present  unable  even  to  think,  I  had  some  conver- 
sation with  my  wife  this  morning  and  she  thought  we  could  make 
something  by  moving  in  town  and  opening  a  boarding  house,  but 
every  article  in  the  house  keeping  line  is  so  very  high  that  I  am 
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fearful  it  would  not  pay  expences,  I  have  been  requested  to  move  to 
Galveston  and  open  a  boarding  house  there  but  I  am  afraid  Emily's 
health  would  not  admit  of  any  exposure  on  her  part,  and  without  her 
assistance  I  am  certain  nothing  could  be  made,  I  have  paid  cash  for 
every  article  I  have  purchased  for  myself  and  family  since  I  came 
from  the  Brassos  and  I  find  by  keeping  the  account  of  expences  at 
home  that  it  is  seventy  or  Eighty  dollars  per  month  more  than  I 
receive, —  I  do  my  duty  at  the  oflfice,  and  what  f^w  hours  I  have  to 
spare  1  try  and  make  a  dollar  or  two,  for  to  support  myself  whilst  I 
am  in  town,  but  if  I  am  unfortunate  enough  to  not  make  any  thing 
in  traffic  of  the  lowest  kind,  I  eat  no  dinner ;  but  I  have  to  feed  my 
horse,  which  cost  me  now  $1.25  per  meal  him  I  must  feed  or  I  have 
to  walk,  which  at  times  would  be  impossible — Mr.  Ryon  at  velasco 
wished  me  to  go  there  and  take  charge  of  the  Archer  house  and  my 
wife  could  attend  to  the  Ladies  department,  she  is  willing,  but  I  am 
not  if  I  can  do  any  thing  else.  I  would  make  a  proposition  to  you 
which  if  you  could  meet,  you  would  be  the  means  of  rendering  a 
once  happy  family  so  again — it  is  this,  (as  for  my  Salary's  support- 
ing my  family  it  is  utterly  impossible  at  the  present  price  of  arti- 
cles.) could  you  by  any  means  raise  one  Thousand  Dollars,  and 
place  it  in  Some  of  your  friends  hands,  with  instructions  for  me  to 
use  the  interest  of  it  and  let  me  put  it  out?  the  Capital,  or  its  value 
will  always  be  in  your  friends  hands :  you  will  object  to  the  manner 
of  putting  it  out  at  interest,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  (my)  own  and  I 
am  alone  accountable  for  it,  T  h[ave]  done  some  business  of  that 
kind  for  others,  and  know,  the  great  advantage  of  it,  I  have  appli- 
catiofns]  every  day — and  god  grant  you  will  be  able  to  do  it  and  I 
will  be  willing  that  my  future  actions  and  conduct  should  undergo 
the  most  minute  Scrutiny,  Mr.  Buckly  called  on  me  for  your  watch, 
I  will  bring  it  to  you  myself  in  a  day  or  two —  If  you  think  this 
worthy  of  an  answer  please  do  So  Soon,  as  at  times  I  am  almost  dis- 
tracted— that  you  may  feel-  more  at  ease  that  [than]  I  do  is  the 
sincere  wish  of  your  unhappy  friend — 

Richd,  R.  Wilkins 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Private  R  R  Wilkins 

To  His  Excellency  Houston  12  Feb  1839  ] 

M.  B.  Lamar  Private     ) 

Present 

No.  1065 

1S39  Feb.  12,  A.  BRISCOE  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Houston,  Feb.  12th.  1839. 
Sir, 

Though  my  office  does  not  necessarily  make  me  a  supervisor 
of  the  Conduct  of  the  office  holders  in  whose  conduct  my  count [r]y- 
men  are  interested,  Still,  as  one  of  the  people,  and  as  the  Chief  Mag- 
istrate of  my  county,  and  one  much  interested  in  the  character  of 
the  Country  and  the  well  being  of  my  county,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
complain  to  those  having  the  power  to  remedy  evils,  of  such  improper 
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tenures  of  oflSce  as  may  be  particularly  prejudicial  to  the  people  of 
whom  I  am  one.  Offices  of  high  responsibility  and  of  general  public 
importance,  should  be  filled  with  men  of  good  character  at  least,  and 
of  some  personall  responsibility. 

With  such  an  exordium  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  excellency,  that 
the  most  profitable  office  in  the  nation,  that  of  District  Attorney  of 
the  Second  Judicial  District,  is  held  and  from  the  first  organization 
of  the  courts,  has  been  held,  by  a  man  destitute  of  all  moral  principle, 
a  spendthrift,  a  gambler  and  a  dehanclier^  or  one  in  the  habit  of 
taking  too  much  sieam  aboard A  m^n  who  has  too  many  necessi- 
ties for  money  to  be  always  honest  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties — a  man  who  instead  of  aiding  to  execute  the  laws  is  known 
oftener  to  violate  them  than  probably  any  other  man  in  our  county. 

For  the  general  character  of  Mr.  A.  M.  Tomkins,  the  gentleman 
alluded  to,  I  beg  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  Francis  Moore  Esq. 
'  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston,  John  Shea  Esq.  a  Justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  City,  A.  H.  Phillips  A.  Wynns,  Wm.  Lawrence,  Thos.  Wm. 
Ward,  Esqs.  respectable  attorneys  at  law  of  this  county,  all  or  any 
of  whom  can  recite  particular  acts  of  disorderly  or  ungentlemanly 
conduct.  For  acts  of  official  misconduct,  I  would  refer  your  excel- 
lency to  E.  H.  Winfield,  Esq.  deputy  clerk  of  the  District  Court  to 
show  that  he  has  entered  a  nolle  prosequi  on  many  indictments  by 
the  Grand  Jury  of  this  county,  on  the  defendant's  confessing  Judge- 
ment for  costs,  so  that  he  could  get  his  fee  as  on  a  successful  prose- 
cution :  in  this  I  hold  that  if  the  accused  would  confess  Judgement 
for  costs,  it  is  strong  presumption  that  the  proof  was  strong  enough 
for  a  conviction.  I  would  also  refer  to  Mr.  John  Woodruff,  one  of 
the  Grand  Jury  of  March  Ten  1838,  to  show  that  the  grand  jury 
directed  him  in  many  cases  to  prepare  indictments  in  which  he  neg- 
lected it  and  no  bills  were  ever  handed  in — through  his  fault.  That 
Mr.  Tomkins  is  in  the  constant  practice  of  depositing  money  in  faro 
Banks,  and  of  dissipation  and  rioting,  can  be  established  by  any  of 
the  gentlemen  above  named. 

I  have  therefore  confidence  in  saying  to  your  excellency  that  with 
the  exception  of  about  one  hundred  of  his  own  class,  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Tomkins  and  the  appointment  of  a  respectable  man  to  the  office 
which  he  holds,  would  give  general  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  this 
county. 

I  could  detail  facts  in  substantiation  of  the  charges  which  I  have 
made,  but  being  the  Complainant  in  behalf  of  the  people,  I  prefer 
referring  your  Excellency  to  others  for  particulars. 

With  Respect 
His  Excellency  Your  Obedient  Servant 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  A.  Briscoe 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Excellency  A.  Briscoe 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Reed  27th  Feb,  1839 

President  of  the  Petition  to  remove  the 

Republic  of  Texas  Judge  2nd.  Judl  Dist. 
Houston 
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No.  1066 

1839  Feb.  13,  A.  CAMPBELL,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  [MIRA- 
BEAU  BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  a  government  clerkship.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1067 

1839  Feb,  13,  JA[ME]S  S.  MAYPIELD  AND  OTHERS,  NACOG- 

DOCHES,  [TEXAS],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Warner  L.  Underwood  for  district  judge  to  succeed 
Corzine.    D.  S.    3  p. 

No.  1068 

1839  Feb.  16,  SAM[UE]L  A.  PLUMMER.     ON  BOARD  STEAM- 
BOAT  CORREO,  [EN  ROUTE  TO  NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISI- 
ANA], TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

His  plan  to  raise  money  to  enable  Lamar  to  hold  his  town  site; 
abuse  of  his  steel  pen;  the  [public?]  loan;  a  suggestion  for  a  peace 
commissioner  to  Mexico ;  a  personal  message.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1069 

1839  Feb.  16,  J.  A.  GREER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

San  Augustine  County  Texas. 

February  16,  1839. 
To  His  Excellency. 

M.  B.  Lamar. 

Dr.  Sir.  When  I  conversed  with  you  before  I 
left  Houston  I  expressed  a  wish  that  you  would  not  make  any 
change  in  the  collectorial  department  of  this  district  untill  yon 
heard  from  me,  on  my  arrival  home,  I  discovered  that  when  it  was 
understood  you  had  removed  Horton  the  people  were  generally  grati- 
fied, I  have  also  discovered  that  his  hostility  to  words  you  is  unceaB- 
ing  when  it  comes  in  contact  with  Sam.  Houston. 

I  therefore  sanction  his  removal,  and  urge  the  change.  Col.  K.  Li- 
Anderson,  I  would  recommend  to  your  Excellency,  as  a  man  of  sterling 
worth  and  integrity — he  has  great  influence  and  is  your  devoted 
friend.  I  hope  you  will  therefore  give  him  the  appointment  yon 
will  thereby  have  secured  him  as  a  friend  and  have  placed  me  under 
an  additional  obligation  to  you, 

I  found  the  people  of  my  county  well  pleased  with  my  course  in 
congress  and  I  think  I  have  nothing  to  fear.  I  expect  the  Houston 
party  will  get  up  some  opposition  but  I  think  will  avail  nothing. 

If  you  should  be  disposed  to  establish  trading  houses  at  the  f ron- . 
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tier  stations  under  the  law  to  raise  a  regiment  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontier,  I  would  be  gratified  if  [I]  could  get  the  privilege  of 
establishing  a  trading  house  at  the  three  Forks  of  the  Trinity  for 
a  Brother,  of  mine  Lewis  V.  Greer.  This  is  a  matter  that  I  do  not 
urge  but  if  it  should  be  congenial  to  your  feelings  &  views  It  would 
be  duly  appreciated 

In  relation  to  Andersons  appointment  I  hope  it  will  meet  your 
views,  it  would  sectire  to  me  a  strong  and  powerful  friend.  I  hope 
what  you  do  in  this  matter  will  be  perfectly  private  You  know  it 
would  make  Horton  &  his  friend  my  enemies  if  the[y]  knew  I  had 
any  hand  in  his  removal. 

do  not  make  Cullen  Judge  if  you  can  avoid  it,  he  will  confirm  all 
the  fraudulent  land  claims  in  the  Country 

Yours  Respectfully 
and  truly 
J.  A.  Greer 
[rubric] 

[  Addressed  ]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Excellency  J  A  Greer 

M.  B  Lamar  16th.  Feb  1839 

City  of  Houston  Offic[ial] 

No.  1070 

1839  Feb.  16,  COCIN[?]  EMIR[t]  BA[RTLETT],  APPALACHI- 

COLA,  FLORIDA,  TO  M[IRABEAU]   B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  William  Harris.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1071 

1839  Feb,  17,  B [RANCH]  T[ANNER]  ARCHER,  VELASCO, 

[TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Invitation  to  the  races,  [March]  20.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1072 

1839  Feb.  18,  S.  H.  EVERITT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Jasper  Peby  18th.  1839 
My  Dear  General 

I  reached  my  home  on  Saturday  last  in  good  health  I  find  money 
scarce  and  times  hard  (as  they  are  Every  where)  throughout  my 
district  the  people  are  very  well  pleased  with  Tour  course  so  far  as 
it  has  come  to  their  knowledge  in  fact  I  have  not  Yet  heard  one 
Expression  of  disstisfaction  in  any  way  towards  You —  citizens  are 
very  anxious  to  have  a  loan  effected  and  to  have  their  land  patents 
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issued  —  on  being  assured  that  You  are  now  Signing  patents  much 
satisfaction  is  Expressed  —  thus  far  I  have  heard  but  one  Expression 
from  my  fellow  Citizens  in  Regard  to  myself,  it  is  that  I  shall  serve 
in  the  Senate  another  term.,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  Individual 
who  is  disposed  to  oppose  me  —  Circumstances  must  Govern  me, 
however,  as  I  have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  serve  and  have  avowed 
my  determination  not  to  serve  on  any  a/c  — 

The  Chief  Justice  of  this  County  has  Resigned  and  we  need  one 
very  much,  if  You  have  not  appointed  one  or  sent  on  the  Commis- 
sion will  You  have  the  Kindness  to  appoint 

John  Bevil  =  to  that  office  he  was  the  first  settler  in  this  County 
is  an  honest  man  and  will  I  doubt  not  give  Entire  satisfaction  to  the 
Citizens  Generally, 

I  shall  leave  here  in  a  few  days  for  new  Orleans  to  arrange  my  com- 
mercial affairs  if  I  can  arrange  them  to  my  own  notion  and  so  as  to 
admit  of  my  leaving  home  I  may  yet  meet  you  again  at  the  Seat  of 
Govt,  in  my  old  capacity.  I  should  truly  dislike  that  a  man  who  is 
not  your  friend  should  fill  my  place.  Such  a  man  now  stands  promi- 
nent and  If  I  do  not  Run  may  be  Elected  may  I  ask  to  be  Remem- 
bered Respectfully  to  Mrs.  Wilkinson  &  Mrs.  Mather  also  Judge  Webb 
and  Gen  Dunlap 

Trusting  and  hopeing  that  you  may  crush  all  opposing  obstacles 
to  your  successfuU  administration  of  the  Laws  I  Remain  Cordially 

and  Truly  Your  friend 
S.  H  Everitt 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  S  H  Everitt, 

M.  B.  Lamar  Jasper  18  Feb  1839 

Houston  Private  relations 

Texas  (17th.  Mch) 

No.  1073 

1839  Feb.  18,  P[IERRE]  SOULE,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA], 
TO  MIRABEAU  [BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  [Alphonse]  de  Saligny.    A.  L.  S.     2  p. 

No.  1074 

1839  Feb.  18,  E.  W.  CULLEN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

San —  Augustine —  18th.  Feby  1839. 
His  Excy.  M.  B.  Lamar. 
Dr.  Sir, 

Before  1  [caving]  Houston  in  conjunction  with 
my  Coll[eague]  Col.  Campbell,  I  recommended  [John]  C  Brooke 
Esqr.  as  a  suitable  ind[ividual]  to  fill  the  oflSce  of  Chief — Jus  [lice 
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of]  this  County.    I  did  so  at  the  soli  [citation]  of  the  most  respectable 

&  influent  [ial]   citizens  of  this  Cty I  expected  er'e  this   [the] 

appointment  to  have  been  made —  but  as  it  has  not, — and  having 
learnt  this  morning  that  a  petition  was  mailed  to  your  Excy.  in  favour 
of  the  present  incumbent,  E.  0.  Legrand;  Sd.  petition  was  by  no 
means  ge[ner]al  and  managed  somewhat  artfully  &  privately —  If 
your  Excy —  will  examine  the  acts  of  the  last  Congress,  you  will 
find  a  law  passed  to  legalize  the  acts  of  Legrand  because  the  Senate 
refused  to  confir[m]  his  nomination —  I  make  t[his]  stateme[nt]  to 
shew  You  how  the  matter  stands — trusting  that  the  appointment  of 
John  C.  Brooke  will  be  made.  [He]  has  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
law  [in  f]act  was  bred  to  the  law,  &  [sta]nds  deservedly  high  among 
the  people. 

A  petition,  in  his  favour,  would  be  signed  by  any  number  of 
citizens — ^but  [I]  assured  them  on  my  return  that  [he]  would  be 
appointed,  &  so  the  matter  has  rested  easy. — 

No  local  or  genL  information  worth  communicating. — 
In  good  health,  I  remain 

Tour  Exdy's.  most 

Obt.,  humble  Servant — 
E.  W.  CuUen 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

San  Augustine  )  E  W  Cullen 

Feb  24        J  San  Augustine  18  Feb  1839 

His  Excy.  M.  B.  Lamar  17th.  Mch. 
Houston 
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No.  1075 


1839  Feb.  30,  Q[AZAVf  AY]  B.  LAMAR,  SAVANNAH,  [GEORGIA], 

TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Dr.  Wall.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1076 

1839  Feb.  20,  ANDERSON  I.  TTIRPIN,  MOUNT  STERLING 
.      KENTUCKY,  TO  [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE 
LAMAR],  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  land  grants  to  immigrants.    A.  L.  S.     2  p. 
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No.  1077 

1839  Feb,  20,  J.  M.  COSGRAVE  TO  [M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON] 

Houston  20th.  Feby  1839 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

I  address  you  from  the  Dungeons  of  the  Jail  of  Houston,  where  I 
am  confined  on  a  false  tho'  serious  charge. 

By  the  Common  Law  of  civilized  Nations,  until  a  prisoner  is  pro- 
nounced guilty  by  a  Jury  —  he  is  considered  innocent.  Therefore 
I  beg  your  Excellency  very  respectfully  to  enquire  why  I  am  denied 
the  Light  and  air  of  Heaven —  associated  with  Negroes  of  the  most 
degraded  character — and  in  a  dungeon  12  ft  Square  in  which  accumu- 
lates the  filth  and  excrements  of  several  persons  to  poison  and  destroy 
life. 

As  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  I  beg  to  know  if  there  be  any  Person 
accredited  to  this  Government  to  whom  I  can  apply  for  protection 
of  my  right  to  humane  treatment,  and  of  my  Property. 

I  came  to  this  country  in  hopes  to  be  useful  to  it,  by  establishing 
an  opening  in  trade  between  London  and  Houston,  and  while  here, 
I  strove  to  do  good  by  instigating  persons  to  the  better  preparation 
of  some  articles  of  commerce,  obtained  a  right  to  the  cutting  of  live 
Oak,  to  which  I  was  about  to  direct  the  attention  of  our  National 
Navy  Commissrs.  and  intended  to  pursue  enquiries  among  friendly 
indians  and  others,  after  the  Herbs,  Roots,  Stains,  and  minerals,  in 
hopes  to  develope  some  indigenous  article,  of  value  in  Texian  Com- 
merce.  I  beg  your  Excellency  to  direct  an  examination  into  my 
horrible  situation,  and  do  not  let  it  be  said  that  a  British  Subject, 
can  be  so  confined,  his  property  thus  left  to  the  mercy  of  Strangers 
or  chance  friends  and  his  Life  sacrificed  to  cupidity  &  Cruelty  and 
without  redress. 

If  Safe  Keeping  only  be  required,  let  me  [be]  chained  or  fastened 
in  any  way —  But  for  the  Sake  of  God  and  Humanity,  do  not  let 
me  be  suffocated  in  a  horrible  dungeon. 
With  the  greatest  Respect 
I  beg  to  remain 

Yr  Excellency's 

Most  Obedt.  Humble  Servt. 

John  M.  Cosgrave  M  D. 

[Endorsed] 

Jno.  M  Cosgrave  M  D  1 

To  be  released  from  Prison  > 

20th  Mch  1839  J 

No.  1078 

[1839  c,  Feb,  20],  [NATHANIEL?]  AMORY,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS],  TO  [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Recommending  Thomas  A.  Dexter  for  Texan  consul  at  Boston. 
A.  N.  1  p. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  of  Mibabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  457 

'No.  1079 
1839  Feb.  21,  M.  B.  LAMAR.    PROCLAMATION*' 

PROCLAMATION 

Opening  a  trade  with  the  Mexican 
citizens  on  the  Rio  Grande 
February  21st  1839. 

Whereas  by  an  act*®  of  Congress  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  the 
President  is  authorised  to  give  all  the  encouragement  and  support 
in  his  power,  (compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  countrys)  to  the 
trade  between  the  western  settlements  of  said  Republic,  and  those  of 
the  Mexican  government  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and 

Whereas,  the  settlements  on  the  whole  western  bank  of  the  Rio 
Grande  have  at  various  times  manifested  a  desire  to  open  a  trade 
and  hold  friendly  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  Texas,  and 
overtures  having  recently  been  made  to  this  Government  by  the 
officers  at  present  recognised  in  the  Mexican  States,  bordering  on 
the  western  boundary  of  this  Republic,  for  the  establishment  and 
protection  of  such  trade  and  intercourse. 

Therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar,  President  of 
said  Republic  of  Texas,  reciprocating  the  desire  to  establish  and 
cultivate  such  friendly  intercourse  between  the  inhabitants  of  Mex- 
ico, disposed  to  peace  and  anity,  and  the  citizens  of  this  Republic, 
and  believing  that  a  free  and  liberal  trade  properly  conducted  will 
conduce  to  that  end.  And  advance  the  interests  of  both  countries, 
do,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Con- 
gress, order  and  direct  that  sucb  trade  be  permitted  and  encouraged 
by  all  officers  civil  and  military  of  this  Government,  under  the 
following  regulations  and  restrictions —  that  is  to  say: 

1st.  Every  inhabitant  of  Mexico  coming  into  the  Republic  of 
Texas  with  the  view  of  trading  with  its  citizens,  must  be  provided 
with  a  passport  from  the  civil  or  military  authorities  of  the  district 
from  whence  he  comes,  which  passport —  must  expressly  state  the 
objects  of  his  visit,  and  the  description  o^  merchandise  or  other 
things  which  he  wishes  to  dispose  of. 

2nd.  Upon  the  arrival  of  such  Mexican  inhabitant  in  Texas,  he 
must  immediately  proceed  to  the  military  post  at  Cassa  Blanca  on 
the  Nueces  river,  where  he  will  submit  his  passport  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  that  post,  and  he  will  then  be  permitted  to  proceed  to 
San  Antonio  de  Bexar  or  to  Goliad  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of 
his  goods  or  other  articles  of  trade,  or  of  making  such  purchases  as 
he  may  desire. 

3d.  Until  a  military  post  be  established  at  Cassa  Blanca,  traders 
will  be  permitted  to  proceed  at  once  to  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  or 
Goliad  at  their  option,  where  they  will  on  their  arrival,  produce  to 

*Ck)py.  In  no.  361.  An  interesting  quotation  from  the  Vera  Cruz  Censor 
showing  how  this  offer  of  Lamar's  was  received  will  be  found  in  Kennedy, 
Wm..  Texas,  II.  345. 

*The  Joint  resolution  of  Jan.  26,  1839;  see  Gammel,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of 
Texas,  II,  117. 
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the  highest  military  or  civil  authority  'of  the  place  their  passports, 
and  receive  permits  to  trade. 

4th  If  the  acting  authorities  of  the  Mexican  States  bordering  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  shall  declare  that  all  articles  of  Merchandise  or 
other  things,  carried  by  citizens  of  Texas  into  those  States  for  trade 
and  commerce,  shall  pass  free  of  duties  or  exactions  of  any  kind, 
then  the  same  liberality  shall  be  extended  to  Mexican  traders  in 
Texas,  and  their  merchandise  and  other  articles  of  trade,  shall  be 
declared  free  of  duties  and  all  other  exactions ;  but  if  such  benefits 
are  not  extended  to  the  citizens  of  Texas  in  Mexico,  then  the  same 
duties  will  be  required  on  all  merchandise  and  other  articles  of 
trade,  brought  in  by  the  Mexican  traders,  as  are  required  by  law  to 
be  paid  upon  similar  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  imported  from 
their  foreign  places. 

5th  And  if  any  Mexican  trader  should  be  found  at  any  of  the 
aforesaid  places  without  a  passport,  and  with  horses  or  cattle  for 
sale,  such  horses  or  cattle  shall  be  taken  by  said  authorities  and 
retain  until  information  of  their  capture  can  be  communicated  to 
the  Mexican  authorities  aforesaid  near  the  Rio  Grande. 

And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  it  upon  all  officers  civil  and  military  of 
the  Republic  of  Texas,  to  afford  all  propper  aid,  countenance  and 
protection  to  such  of  the  peacible  inhabitants  of  Mexico  as  may 
come  into  the  Republic  of  Texas,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and 
conduct  themselves  in  accordance  with  rules  and  regulations  herein 
prescribed. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great 
seal  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
at  the  City  of  Houston  this  21st. 
day  of  February  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  Eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty  nine,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  Texas  the  3d. 
Mirabeau  B.  Lamar. 

By  the  President 
James  Webb 

Secretary  of  State. 

No.  1080 

1839  Feb.  21,  M.  B.  LAMAR  TO  [J.]  REILY,  [HOUSTON] 

Houston  21st  Feby.  1839. 
Exejcutive  Dept. 

Major  Riley 

Dear  Sir 

The  frontier  is  suffering  for  want  of  protec- 
tion— adequate  protection  cannot  be  extended  by  the  Government 
without  money —  You  will  therefore  without  delay  accept  of  the 
proposition  made  by  the  afrent  of  the  banks  to  purchase  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  the  government  bonds;  the  Bank  paying' 
for  thhe  same  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  bills  of  any 
specie  paying  institution — after  effecting,  this  sale  you  will  pro- 
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ceed  to  negociate  the  balance  of  the  bonds  in  the  best  possible  terma 
not  disposing  of  them  for  less  than  eighty  cents  in  the  dollar —  The 
proposition  made  by  the  bank  to  take  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  the  bonds  by  giving  promissory  notes  and  funded  debt  in  part 
payment  of  the  same —  You  will  not  entertain — because  such  a 
negociation  is  not  contemplated  by  or  embraced  in  the  terms  of  the 
law 

Delay  is  fatal  to  the  frontier 
Yours  respectfully 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 

P.S.  If  you  succeed  in  the  loan  you  will  draw  a  sufficient  amount 
to  pay  for  certain  military  supplies  which  have  been  purchased  for 
the  Government  and  are  now  deposited  with  the  Texan  Consul  in 
New  Orleans,  also  one  hundred  copies  Macombs  Tactics  revised  by 
Cooper 

M.  B.  Lamar 

[Endorsed] 

Copy*^  of  the  Presidents 
Instructions  to  Majr.  Riley 
Feb  21st.  1839 

No.  1081 

1839  Feb,  21,  A.  BRIGHAM  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Treasurer's  Office 

Houston  Feby  21.  1839 
His  Excellency 

the  President 

Respected  Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknow- 
ledge your  favor  of  yesterday's  date: —  In  persuance  of  your  desire, 
to  provide  for  incidental  expenses,  I  have  procured  an  order  from 
the  Hon  Sec'ry  of  the  Treasury,  authorizing  $10,000— Ten  Thousand 
Dollars  of  the  deposites  recently  made  by  the,  Collectors  of  revenue^ 
to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  War  Dept. — which  has  been  done. 
Should  not  this  reserved  amt.  be  sufficient  to  meet,  and  discharge 
the  requisitions  contemplated,  your  Excellency  will  please  signify 
the  same  to  me,  before  the  departure  of  Gen  Dunlap. 

Please  to  accept  the  renewed 
assurences  of  my  highest  consideration 

A.  Brigham 
Treasurer 
[rubric] 
P.S. 

My  Bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  my  duties  as  Treas- 
urer, under  the  former  administration  was  $50.000— Securities,  Robt 
Mills,  and  Anson  Jones.  The  law  make^  it  necessary  for  the  Presi- 
dent to  approve  of  the  bond  given  by  the  Treasurer,  therefore  will 

"By  A.  S.  Johnston. 
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you  please  to  inform  me,  what  amt.  the  same  shall  be,  and,  if  B. 
Mills.  &  W.  D.  Lee  will  meet  your  approbation  as  securities 

r^  B. 


[Addressed] 
His  Excellency 


Endorsed] 
A  Bingham 


Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Treasurer  21st.  Feb.  1839. 

Present  |  Official 

No.  1082 
1839  Feb,  22,  T.  FRONTIN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 


Agreably  to  my  duty,  being  a  member  of  9l  German  Association 
(which  consist  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons),  whose 
intention  it  is  to  settle  and  form  a  Colony  in  Texas,  have  I  agreed 
to  in  the  name  of  the  committee  appointed  by  said  Association,  and 
as  their  president,  to  lay  before  Your  Excellency  several  Questions 
relative  to  mentioned  Object 

1st)  If  the  Government  agreably  to  the  laws  of  the  country  would, 
so  far  favor  an  Establis[h]ment  as  above  mentioned  by  granting 
and  permitting  that  Each  of  the  emigrants  had  their  respective 
Grant  (namely  640  acres  for  families  and  320  Acr.  for  each  single 

settler)  all  laying  in  one  tract  of  land 

2d.)  If  the  Government  were  willing  to  allow  the  Colony  a  situation 
suitable  for  agricultural  pursuits,  manufactures,  trade  etc.  near  a 
seaport,  at  either  of  the  rivers,  Grande,  Nueces,  or  Collorado,  (of 
coarse  where  the  land  had  not  already  been  disposed  of  by  the 
Government)  and  in  that  case  also  permit  the  Colony  to  have  its 
choise. 

3d.)  The  comittee  would  consider  it  a  particular  favour  if  your 
Excellency  would  send  them  a  small  Chart  of  the  Country  upon 
which  was  pointed  out  the  places  which  you  or  the  Government 

thought  proper  to  designate  for  mentioned  purpose. 

4th.)  If  your  Excellency  thought  that  the  Government  would  give 
their  consent  to,  that  a  tract  of  land,  ten  times  the  quantity  already 
by  the  laws  bestowed  to  the  new  settlers  would  be  reserved  about 
four  or  five  years  to  the  disposal  of  said  Emigrants  for  their  friends 
when  comming  over  from  Europe  or  the  United  States  to  join  the 

new  Colony? If  your  Excellency  think  that  the  Government 

should  have  an  Objection  to  above  mentioned  proposal  we  would 
considder  ourselves  very  much  indebted  to  you,  by  acquainting  u^ 
with  your  individwal  opinion  respecting  said  point,  and  also  we  asK 
as  a  favour  to  let  us  know,  the  maximum  quantity  of  land  yon 
thought  the  Government  was  willing  to  favour  for  said  time  and 

purpose,  the  colony  with? 

5th.)  It  is  desired  by  the  comittee  to  know  how  much  the  charches 

would  be  for  the  surveying  of  the  land? 

In  the  hope,  and  fully  convinced  that  your  Excelly  will  interest 
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yourselve  in  our  behalf  We  have  the  honor  to  undersign  ourselves 
jrour  Elxeellencys  most  devoted  Servants 
New  York  the  22  of  Pebr  1839. 

president  The'  frontin 

Secretary  Dr  M.  f.  Griel. 

P.  P.  Gaertney. 

C.  Muller 

Johan  C  Ster[»] 

Geo  Sonne 

[rubric] 

[ ]  Heintz 

N.  Rossi. 

per.    H.  Hempel 

Dr  M.  Pr.  Griel 

His  Excellency  Mirabeau  Lamar 

President  of  the  Republique  of  Texas 
We  would  consider  it  a  particular  favour  when  Your  Excellency  as 
soon  as  possible  would  send  us  your  respective  answer 
P.  Adr.  Theodore  frontin  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Woodwbrth  the  General 
consul  of  the  Republique  of  Texas  in  New  York. 

i Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

'o  German  Association 

His  Excellency  Mirabeau  B.  New  York  27  Feb  1839 

Lamar  Application  for  8eii[l]  em  [en]  i$  dkc 

President  of  the  Republique 
of 

Texas, 
to  the  care  of  Sam  Rickers  Esq — 

Agent  of  the  Texian  Returnable  21  September  1839 

Post  office  department 
New  Orleans 

No.  1083 

1839  Feb.  22,  W.  PATIN  TO  A.  LA  BRANCHE,  [HOUSTON] 

Duplicaie 

Citizens'  Bank  of  Louisiana 
New  Orleans  22d.  Pebruary  1839 
Alcee  LaBranche  Esquire 
Texas 
Dear  Sir 

A  few  days  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving, 
through  Mr.  James  Rieley,  your  valued  Letter  of  the  28h  January 
together  with  the  copy  of  the  Law  passed  by  the  congress  of  the  Re- 
public of  Texas  authorising  a  Loan  of  One  Million  of  Dollars.** — 
This  document  as  well  as  your  letter,  I  took  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  laying  before  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Institution  who  have 

«Tlie  act  of  Jan.  22,  1839;  see  Gammel,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of  Texas,  II,  64. 
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requested  me  to  express  their  regret  that  the  Bank  should  not  be  in 
a  situation  to  take  the  proposed  Loan,  which  they  doubt  not  will 
prove  highly  advantageous  to  the  contractors 

Sellers,  for  account  of  this  Bank,  of  the  Bonds  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  having  so  far  succeeded  in  actually  disposing  of  but 
$6,600,000.—  of  the  $12,000,000.  to  which  it  is  entitled,  you  will 
readily  conceive  that  until  the  Board  have  negociated  the  remainder 
of  these  Bonds,  they  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  stockholders  of  this 
Institution,  attempt  to  operate  in  any  other  but  these  securities. 

The  Board  are  highly  flattered  at  the  selection  which  the  President 
of  Texas  has  been  pleased  to  make  of  this  Institution  as  the  deposi- 
tory &  agent  of  his  Government  for  such  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments as  it  may  have  to  make  in  the  United  States  and  I  will  be 
much  obliged  to  you  to  say  to  his  Excellency  that  the  Board  &  myself 
fully  appreciate  this  mark  of  his  confidence  and  deeply  regret  that 
circumstances  should  make  it  an  imperative  duty  with  us  to  decline 
for  the  present  entering  into  any  treaty  for  the  proposed  Loan  but 
that  we  should  feel  real  gratification  in  having  it  in  our  power  to 
subserve  his  views  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the 
interest  of  the  Institution  instrusted  to  our  management. 

Should  ^Ir.  Rieley  succeed  in  effecting  the  object  of  his  mission 
to  the  United  States  and  the  interest  on  the  Bonds  he  will  have 
negociated  be  made  payable  in  this  city,  the  charge  for  paying  the 
same  will  be  the  regular  commission  which  we  have  to  pay  ourselves 
upon  all  such  operations  say  i/^%  on  the  amount  disbursed,  no 
charge  being  made  on  the  receipts  to  meet  the  same. 

I  am  very  truly  &  respectfully 
my  dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obt.  Servt. 
Wm.  Patin 

Wm.  Patin 

Pr. 
[rubric] 

[Endorsed] 

Wm.  Patin,  Pres.  Bank  of 

Louisiana — 

New  Orleans,  Feb.  22,  1839. 

No.  1084 

1839  Feb,  22,  M.  B.  LAMAR  TO  INHABITANTS  OP 
ROBINSON'S  COLONY*' 

Letter 
To  the  Inhabitants  of  Robinson's  Colony. 

Executive  Department 
Houston  22nd,  February  1839. 
Fellow  Citizens 

I  continue  to  learn  with  deep  regret,  the  dangers  and  embarrass- 

*»Copy.     In  no.  361. 
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ments  by  which  you  are  daily  surrounded  in  consequence  of  the  hos- 
tile incursions  and  depradations  of  the  Indians;  and  this  regret  is 
hightened  by  the  reflection,  that  I  have  not  the  requisite  means  at 
command,  of  affording  you  speedy  and  entire  relief.  When  I  came 
into  office,  I  found  the  country  destitute  of  all  resources,  necessary 
for  defence  in  cases  of  sudden  emergency.  It  was  without  soldiers, 
without  arms,  without  money  and  without  credit.  I  have  done  all 
that  I  could  to  sesusitate  it  from  its  languid  and  feeble  condition; 
and  my  plans  are  now  in  such  progress  as  to  cheer  me  with  the 
hope  of  being  able  before  long  to  place  the  whole  nation  in  a  perfect 
state  of  security  from  all  its  enemies. 

The  Regular  Army  has  been  organized  so  far  as  organization  could 
be  effected  without  the  aid  of  money.  The  militia,  I  have  ordered 
by  proclamation,  to  be  forthwith  organized,  in  complyance  with  the 
law**  of  the  last  Congress ;  and  I  have  an  Agent  in  New  Orleans  now 
engaged  in  raising  funds  by  a  sale  of  the  Bonds  of  the  Republic  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  place  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence. 
This  Agent,  I  am  in  hopes,  will  be  able  to  effect  the  negociation  in 
a  short  time;  and  as  soon  as  the  money  is  received,  every  effort  of 
the  Administration  will  be  directed  to  the  protection  of  the  entire 
frontier. 

In  the  meantime,  though  not  able  to  do  so  much  for  you  as  your 
necessities  require,  yet  all  that  the  Government  can  do,  shall  be  cheer- 
fully done.  Of  the  few  arms,  and  the  little  ammunition  which  we 
have,  I  will  send  you  all  that  can  be  spared  in  justice  to  other  parts 
of  the  frontier,  together  with  one  piece  of  Ordnance ;  and  with  these, 
I  most  fervently  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  sustain  yourselves 
in  your  present  position  until  you  can  be  relieved  by  a  regular 
force.  At  this  time,  it  is  impossible  to  raise  such  force,  or  even 
Volunteers,  for  the  want  of  money;  but  as  soon  as  funds  can  be 
tad,  a  competent  force  shall  be  placed  in  the  field. 

I  must  therefore  advise  you  most  earnestly  to  assemble  your  own 
militia —  build  Block  Houses  for  the  security  of  your  families;  and 
living  as  compactly  as  possible,  keep  yourselves  at  all  times  in  a 
state  of  preparation  to  repell  any  attack  which  the  Indinans  may 
offer;  and  rest  assured,  that  I  will  relieve  you  from  this  duty  as 
early  as  it  is  possible  to  be  done.  Those  who  shall  take  up  arms  in 
defence  of  their  families  and  houses,  wall  on  forwarding  their  mus- 
ter rolls  to  the  War  Department,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  pay 
allow^ed  to  the  army  by  law,  and  will  enjoy  the  still  higher  reward 
that  springs  from  the  consciousness  of  having  stepped  forward  in 
the  hour  of  need,  to  the  defense  of  their  country  and  their  suf- 
fering fellow  citizens. 

In  a  crisis  like  the  present,  the  safety  of  the  frontier  must  rest 
upon  the  patriotism  and  valor  of  the  citizens.  I  cannot  believe,  how- 
ever, that  my  countrymen  need  any  exhortation  to  duty  on  their 
part;  and  I  must  beg  them  to  receive  my  assurances  that  the  first 
money  which  shall  be  procured  by  the  sale  of  the  public  bonds,  shall  be 
expended  in  raising  soldiers  and  supplies  for  their  defense. 

**The  act  of  Jan.  24,  1839;  see  Gammell,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of  Texas.  II,  88. 
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With  my  best  wishes  for  a  speedy  end  to  your  present  distressed 
condition,  I  remain  your  friend  and  fellow-citizen. 

Mirabeau  B,  Lamar. 

No.  1085 

1839  Feb.  22,  J.  M.  ALLEN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Galveston.    Pebry.  22nd  [1839] 
To 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar. 

Dear  Sir — 

I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Saml.  Ellis  of  New  Orleans  who  has  requested  me  to  recom- 
mend him  to  your  Excellency  for  the  Consulship  at  New  York 

I  have  known  Mr.  Ellis  intimately  for  a  number  of  years  &  can 
with  safety  say  that  he  has  competency  to  fill  the  office,  should  it  yet 
be  vacant —  he  has  been  a  long  time  connected  with  the  agency  of 
this  Govt,  at  New  Orleans  &  done  much  for  the  common  cause- 
therefore  has  strong  claims  on  us. 

I  remain  yours  respectfully 
/.  M,  Allen. 

[Addressed]  [  Endorsed] 

To  J  M  Allen 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar—  Galveston  22nd.  Feb.  183^ 

Houston,  Appl  for  Ellis  as  Consul  for  N.  Y, 

Texds. 

No.  1086 

1839  Feb.  22,  W.  T.  SADDLER,  [CROCKETT],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAB 

Houston  County  Texas  Febr.  22nd.  193S 
His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar 

Sir  many  have  been  the  vicisitudes  th[r]ough  which  I  have  pas'd 
since  I  saw  you  not  haveing  saw  you  since  soon  after  the  battle  of 
Sanjacinto  I  returned  to  this  neighbourhood  and  commenced  fer^' 
ing  and  married  in  march  following  and  was  doing  well  until  the 
18th.  of  October  last  at  which  time  my  wife  was  murdered  by  tne 
Indians  being  at  the  time  in  the  army  myself  in  the  command  of  a 
small  company  of  voUun tears  by  the  order  of  Major  E.  Clap  haveing^ 
left  my  companion  in  the  care  of  her  farther,  I  still  remain  in  this 
country  as  yet  but  if  something  eficient  ii  not  done  to  check  the 
Indians  this  county  will  have  to  break  entire  a  large  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  are  already  gone.  There  has  been  some  futile  attempt* 
made  to  protect  this  county  but  all  the  good  they  have  done  has 
been  to  impoverish  the  country  for  so  as  they  have  destroyed  the 
com  [and]  beef  in  the  neighbor  hood  they  curs  the  people  and  leave 
them  to  shift  for  themselves  and  we  are  too  weak  now  and  daly  becom- 
ing weaker  so  that  I  fear  we  shall  have  to  break  entire  and  if  ^^^ 
county  should  go  the  county  of  Nacogdoches  will  follow  and  where 
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it  will  stop  God  only  knows,  It  may  be  demanded  what  can  be 
done  for  it  is  said  the  men  cannot  go  from  the  Settlement  for  want 
of  provisions  and  that  the  Troops  cannot  stay  in  the  settlement  only 
so  long  as  the  corn  and  beef  [of]  the  same  lasts  when  they  are 
compe[lledj  to  leave  them  without  the  means  [of]  subsistance  and 
without  protect i  [on] 

What  then  is  to  be  done  in  th[is]  case,  all  say  something  must  be 
done  and  I  say  so  too  but  it  is  with  great  difidence  that  I  attempt 
to  hint  your  Excellency  what  I  think  sho[ulld  be  done,  we  cannot 
check  the  indians  unless  we  follow  them  to  there  place  of  rendevous 
or  where  they  have  their  familys  and  visit  them  with  the  same  kind 
of  warfare  that  they  give  us,  we  should  spare  neither  age  sect  nor 
condition  for  they  do  not  I  know  it  will  be  said  this  is  barberous 
and  too  much  like  the  savage  And  it  certainly  is  harsh  but  it  is  the 
only  means  in  my  view  that  will  put  them  down  and  as  such  should 
be  resorted  to. 

The  plan  of  calling  on  the  country  for  voluntears  to  go  aganst 
the  indians  will  not  do  unless  they  are  kept  under  better  diciplin 
and  more  suborenation  than  they  have  been*  here  tofore  for  they 
only  go  so  far  as  they  think  proper  and  swear  they  will  go  no 
farther  and  so  go  home  and  do  nothing  t©  ward  cowing  the  enemy; 
but  I  must  stop  having  said  so  much  more  then  I  expected  when  I 
sat  down. 

With  every  good  wist  for  your  health  and  prosperity  and  suckeess 
in  the  important  station  to  which  you  have  been  called  I  have  the 
hounor  to  be 

Your  Excellencys  Obediant 
and  humble  servant 


His  Excelency  M.  B.  Lamar 


William  T.  Sadler 


[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  W  T  Sadler 

M.  B.  Lamar  Houston  Cty  22nd.  Feb  39 


Cyty  of  Houston  Reed.  17  Mch 

Texas  .  Indian  Disturbances 


Crockett 
Houston  Co 


Feb.  25,  1839 

No.  1087 
1839  Fei.  23,  M.  B.  LAMAR  TO  [J.]   HEIVIPHILL,   [BRAZOS  t] 

Houston  23rd.  Feby  1839. 
Hemphill  Esqr. 
Dear  Sir 

Genl  Dunlap  will  leave  in  a  few  days  for  the  city 

•By  J.  B.  Ransom. 
30 — Library. 
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of  Washington  as  our  Minister  to  the  United  States  Government, 
and  I  have  thought  of  you  as  a  suitable  person  to  succeed  him  in  the 
Treasury  Department.  If  it  will  suit  your  views  to  accept  of  the 
appointment,  I  will  want  you  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  office 
immediately.  The  situation  of  the  Department  requires  that  you 
should  go  into  it  at  the  time  that  Genl  Dunlap  goes  out;  and  it  is 
also  important  that  you  should  have  some  conversation  with  the 
Genl.  previous  to  his  departure.  After  your  induction  into  office  you 
can  return  to  Washington  on  a  visit  to  settle  your  private  affairs; 
but  I  shall  want  your  presence  here  forthwith.  I  hope  it  will  be  in 
your  power  to  accept,  and  repair  to  this  city  by  the  first  ultimo 
[proximo] 

Your  f  rend  &c 
(sgned)  Mirabeau  B  Lamar 

[Endorsed] 

Copy 

Presidents  Letter  to — 

Mr.  John  Hempstead 
23rd.  Feb  1839 

No.  1088 

1839  Fel.  23,  C.  W.  BASSETT,  RICHMOND,   [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]   B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Applying  for  appointment  as  district  judge  to  succeed  Judge  Frank- 
lin.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1089 

1839  Feb,  23,  R.  G.  DUNLAP,   [HOUSTON],  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON]" 

His  Excellency, 

M  B  Lamar, 
Sir, 

The  evening,  before  I  expected  to  depart  for  The 
United  States,  I  learned  that  something  had  occurred  in  The  Treasury 
Department,  by  which  The  country  was  to  receive  an  injury,  and 
informed  you  of  my  impressions.  The  next  morning,  you  informed 
me,  that  it  was  your  desire,  that  I  should  remain  and  look  into  the 
matter. 

I  had  previously  and  frequently  urged  Gov.  Smith  to  have  his 
accounts  settled,  and  early  last  week,  stated  to  him  that  it  must  be 
done,  during  that  week.  He  replied  that  he  was  very  anxious  to 
settle,  but  that  he  could  not  settle  very  well,  without  the  aid  of 
The  2nd  Auditor. 

I  had,  during  the  session  of  Congress,  urged  the  settlement,  and 

njf.  no.  1094;  also  letters  dated  Feb.  21,  Mar.  1,  13,  14  in  the  Comptroller's 
Letters  in  the  Texas  State  Library. 
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told  Mr.  Welschmeyer  to  assist  the  late  Secretary,  as  he  desired  his 
presence. 

A  few  days  before  I  was  to  leave,  The  Gov.  came  to  my  office,  and 
said  The  2nd  Auditor  would  not  aid  him,  and  that  he  kept  out  of 
his  way;  I  then,  wrote  to  him  to  be  at  my  office,  at  a  given  time, 
and  had  the  letter  delivered  by  one  of  my  clerks.  He  did  not  come. 
After  this,  I  asked  the  late  Secretary,  if  one  of  my  clerks  could 
not  help  him  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts.  He  said,  he  thought 
he  could  not  do  so,  very  well.  I  told  him,  if  you  have  the  money  and 
the  reports  of  the  collectors  of  duties  and  taxes,  that  I  thought  it 
could  be  done.  He  then  said,  that  he  feared  things  were  wrong,  and 
manifested  much  solicitude,  about  the  matter.  I  asked  him,  if  any 
facts  existed,  by  which  he  could  fix  the  supposed  deficit  on  the  2nd 
Auditor?  He  seemed  to  think,  that,  perhaps,  he  could  not.  He  stated 
tliat  the  2nd  Auditor  had  acted,  last  summer,  as  the  Secretary  of  The 
Treasury,  and  that  he  was  afraid,  from  his  unwillingness  to  do  any- 
thing, that  The  Treasury  had  suffered  an  injury ;  but  to  what  extent, 
he  thought  it  doubtful,  whether  it  would  ever  be  ascertained. 

I  have  not  seen  The  2nd  Auditor,  since  I  wrote  him  to  appear 
at  my  office  on  public  business. 

I  then  asked  the  late  Secretary  of  The  Treasury,  if  it  was  true,  as 
I  had  recently  heard,  that  Mr.  Welschmeyer  had  taken  one  or  more 
of  the  revenue  bonds  from  the  office,  during  the  late  administration, 
and  gambled  them  off?  He  replied  that  it  was,  and  further,  that 
The  2nd  Auditor  had  made  such  fair  promises,  that  he  had  over- 
looked this,  but  was  afraid  that  his  confidence  had  been  abused. 

Soon  after  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  my  office,  Mr.  Welschmeyer 
being  a  very  competent  officer,  I  felt  it  due  to  him,  as  well  as  your 
administration,  that  you  should  be  informed  of  the  fact.  After  my 
report  of  his  fitness,  you  retained  him. 

With  the  same  spirit,  for  both  your  administration  and  the  coun- 
try, that  then  actuated  me,  I  am  now  compelled  to  say,  with  regret, 
what  I  have,  that  you  may  place  such  a  guard  over  the  public 
interest,  as  alone  belongs  to  the  integrity  of  character.  This,  I  know 
to  be  one  of  the  rules,  by  which  you  are  governed  in  making  your 
appointments. 

I  am  progressing  with  the  settlement,  with  The  late  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  so  soon  as  I  finish,  I  shall  give  you  a  full  report 
of  The  whole  matter —  such  as  may  be  warranted  by  The  means 
within  my  power. 

I  am, 

with  the  highest  regard 

your  very  humble  &  obt.  svt. 
B.  O.  Dunlap 
Secty  Treay 

[Addressed]  [  Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  Official 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar  R  G  Dunlap 

Present  Se[cty]  of  the  Treasury 

Treasury  Dept.  reed  26th  Feb  1839 
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No.  1090 

1839  Feb.  24,  P.  0.  LUMPKIN,  FORT  HOUSTON,   [TEXAS],  TO 

MIRABEAU  BfXTONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Application  for  appointment  as  government  agent  under  the  law 
for  locating  the  new  capital.    A,  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1091 

1839  Feb.  24,  J.  W.  ROBINSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 


Gonzales  Feb  24.  1839 
To,  His  Excellency 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar, 

President 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas 

Dr  Sir, 

Capt.  Mathew  Caldwell  of  this 
place  accepts  the  appointment  you  were  pleased  to  extend  to  [him] 
as  Captain  for  the  term  of  3  months  to  range  on  the  frontiers  of 
Gonzales  county,  &  will  proceed  to  raise  the  company  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. He  also  wishes  me  to  inform  you  that  he  accepts  the  appK)int- 
ment  of  Capt.  in  the  Regular  Regt.  commanded  by  Col.  Burlison, 
as  you  were  pleased  to  request  me  to  inform  him,  and  the  assign* 
ment  of  the  post  on  the  San  Marks  River.—  But  he  is  informed 
through  Col.  Wells  that  all  the  officers  of  Burleson's  Regt  has  been 
appointed,  and  no  place  left  for  him,  nor  has  he  been  appointed. 
If  so  your  Excellency  must  have  forgotten  the  promise  made  to 
me  for  Capt.  C.  &  also  to  Col.  Burleson  &  to  Switzer,  &  I  hope 
he  can  yet  be  provided  for,  as  I  do  think  him  the  best  Capt.  of 
Spies  in  Texas,  even  superior  in  many  respects  to  the  old  veteren 
Deaf  Smith.  He  caught  a  mustang  stallion  the  other  day,  &  held 
him  until  his  fellow  hunter  shot  an  other,  &  skinned  a  larriette  to 
tie  him,  &  they  have  him  here  now,  an  exploit  not  surpassed  by 
Gen.  Putman's  wolf  story. 

Your  friend  truly 

James  W.  Robinson 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To.  His  Excellency  J.  W.  Robinson 
Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Gonzales — 

City  of  Houston  Feb.  24,  1839. 
Texas 
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No.  1092 

1839  Feb.  25,  S.  TAYLOR  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Sparta  25  Febr.  1839 
President  Lamar, 

I  send  you  a  plan  and  catalogue  of  my  female 

Institution*^  here 

What  would  be  the  prospects  of  establishing  a  similar  or  better  One 
in  Texas  ?  Could  100  young  Ladies  and  Misses  probably  be  gathered 
in  such  a  school? 

Would   the   Citizens   of  any   healthy  location 
provide    suitable    instrument — apparatus    &c 
provided  some  competent  and  experienced  man 
would  provide  teachers  for  all  branches  at  his 
own  expense  on  condition  of  receiving  the  entire 
tuition  money? 
Would   the  Government — loan  a  responsible  person  funds— to  estab- 
lish  a   Female  Institution  Superior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  now 
existing  in  the  U.S. — without  interest  for  from  5    to    10   years — or 
such  times  as  the  income  of  the  school  should  pay  all  the  expenses 
of  the  outlay—? 

Does  the  Government  at  this  time  grant  land  to  permanent  settlers? 
As  I   have  for  26  yrs  been  engaged  in  the  cause  of  education  and 
once  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  here  at  a  public  examination 
and  of  hearing  a  short  address  from  you  to  the 
young  Ladies  of  this  Seminary — and  knowing 
no  one  personally  beside  in  Texas — I  hope  if 
consistent — with    your    duties    and    responsi- 
bilities— you   will   respond   to   these    inquiries 
With  Sentiments  of  esteem  &  prayers  for 
Your  usefulness  &  happiness,  1  am  very 

respectfully  yrs  Sereno  Taylor 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

M.  B.  Lamar  Sereno  Taylor 

President  Sparta  Ga. 

of  Texas  Feb.  25  1839, 

2.  Chr  8.T. 
Plan  of  a  Female 
Academy 

No.  1093 
1839  Feb.  25,  B.  H.  NORTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

To 

New  York,  Feb.  25,  1839 
His  Ex.  M.  B.  Lamar 
Prest  of  Texas, 

Honrd  Sir, 

Deeming  it  a  dtity  I  owe  my  family, 


^The  Sparta  Female  Model  S[chool.     The  letter  was  written  on  a  blank 
page  of  a  printed  announcement  of  that  institution. 
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my  friends  and  myself  to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Resolu- 
tion*^ passed  by  one  branch  of  the  Texian  Congress,  wherein  I  am 
branded  for  ^'faithless,  cowardly  conduct/'  &  charged  with  having 
^^ assumed  the  office  of  ^'Government  Agent,"  and  of  having  'Hnglor 
iously  fled  from  Texas,"  I  make  no  apology  therefor —  but  shall 
commence,  by  stating  that  the  whole  is  FALSE,  and  that  the  course 
pursued  by  the  House,  in  charging,  condemning  and  executing  an 
individual  without  an  opportunity  for  defence,  is  unparallelled. 

Texas  has  never  had  a  more  devoted 
supporter  than  myself,  and  my  whole  conduct  for  five  years,  will 
sustain  me  in  the  assertion. — That  my  enemies  were  at  work  in  Texas, 
I  have  been  for  some  time  aware,  but  little  did  I  expect  such  a 
result  from  their  efforts. 

Since  my  location  in  this  City,  I  have 
been  engaged  in  sending  vessels  to  Texas,  and  inducing  individuals 
to  emigrate ;  and  as  I  was  the  Agent  for  a  Line  of  Packets,  I  presume 
I  was  at  perfect  liberty  to  call  my  office  the  ** Texas  Agency/'  When- 
ever the  question  has  been  put  to  me,  **if  I  was  the  Agent  of  the 
Govt'*  I  have  always  answered  in  the  negative — and  have  never,  on 
any  occasion,  assumed  what  did  not  of  right  belong  to  me. 

As  an  evidence  of  what  I  have  done  for 
Texas— I  will  beg  leave  to  state,  that  on  my  return  to  this  Country, 
I  procured  and  sent  to  the  Agent  in  New  Orleans,  at  my  own  expense, 
a  quantity  of  Military  Caps,  Knapsacks,  Cartridge  Boxes,  &c.  raised 
a  Company  of  thirty  men  in  the  City  of  New  York,  was  elected  their 
Commander,  purchased  a  vessel  for  $3000  and  expended  $1500  more 
in  repairs,  with  the  intention  of  presenting  her  to  the  Government— 
but  after  advancing  a  portion  of  the  money,  was  obliged  from  the 
pressure  of  the  times,  to  abandon  the  expedition  and  sacrifice  all 
that  I  had  paid,  not  being  enabled  to  procure  the  balance.  Having 
involved  myself  in  pecuniary  difficulties,  it  was  necessary  that  I 
should  remain  here  and  arrange  my  affairs,  or  leave  for  Texas  and 
be  branded  as  having  fled  from  my  Creditors — I  chose  the  former, 
and  have  been  constantly  engaged  in  advancing  the  true  interests 
of  your  Republic,  in  this  quarter —  In  proof  of  which  I  refer  you 
to  the  accompanying  Letters  from  gentlemen  whose  names  are  familiar 
to  you. 

As  the  Congress  of  Texas  have  refused 
to  accept  of  the  Map  I  had  presented  them,  and  left  it  subject  to 
my  order —  and  if  you  do  not  consider  me  guilty  and  degraded  by 
the  course  they  have  adopted,  you  will  please  accept  the  same  as  an 
evidence  of  my  regard  for  your  talents  and  virtues. — If  you  should 
decide  otherwise,  which  I  trust  not,  you  will  please  order  it  to  be 
disposed  of,  after  erasing  my  name,  and  the  proceeds  given  to  any 
Benevolent  Association  you  may  select. 

Notwithstanding  the  attempt  made  to 
destroy  me,  so  conscious  am  I  of  the  rectitude  of  my  conduct,  that 

**The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  and  their  resolution  will  be 
found  la  the  House  Journal,  pp.  353-354,  regular  session,  Nov.  6,  1838,  third 
Congress. 
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I  shall  continue  to  pursue  **the  even  tenor  of  my  way''  doing  all 
in  my  power  for  the  advancement  of  texas,  trusting  to  time  to 
eradicate  the  unjust  impressions  formed  in  the  minds^  of  those  who  are 
unacquainted  with  me,  through  the  malice  and  envy  of  my  Enemies. 
Wishing  you  health  and  happiness  and  peace  and  prosperity  to  the 
Country 

I  have  the  honor 

to  subsc[r]ibe  myself 
Yr  Obt.  Svt. 
B  H.  Norton 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  B.  H.  Norton 

His  Ex.  Mirebeau  B.  Lamar  Feb  25,  1839 

Houston 
President  of  Texas  N  York 

Care  of  Saml.  Ricker  Jr.  Esq 
Post  Office  Agent 

New  Orleans 

No.  1094 

1839  Feb,  26,  M.  B.  LAMAR  TO  [J.  G.  WELSCHMEYEE, 

HOUSTON] 

Executive—     ]  Houston  26th  Feby  1839. 

Department     ) 

Sir, 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter*^  received  by  me 
this  morning  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  You  will  perceive 
that  its  tenor  is  such  as  to  require  from  you  a  prompt  explanation, 
in  justice  to  the  Government  as  well  as  to  your  own  reputation ;  and 
until  a  full  and  satisfactory  explanation  be  afforded,  you  will  put 
the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Department  in  possession  of  all  the  Books  and 
papers  connected  with  your  office. 

Yours  &c  &c 
(Signed) 
'  Mirabeau  B  Lamar 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

to  Mr.  Welchmyer,  Copy^^ 

2nd.  Auditor 

26th  Feb  1839 


«No.  1089. 

••By  J.  B.  Ransom. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


472  Texas  State  Library 

No.  1095 
1839  Feb,  26,  W.  WRIGHT  TO  [I\I.  B.  LAMARJ 


Cuyahoga  Falls.  State  of  Ohio,  26th.  Feby.  1839 
Dear  Sir 

As  this  is  the  fii»st  time  I  have  the  honor  of  addressing  you,  you 
will  I  hope  excuse  nie  in  now  addressing  your  Excellency 

I  have  understood  by  private  advises  that  there  are  no  Paper 
Manufactories  in  Texas,  and  my  object  in  addressing  you  is,  to 
make  to  your  —  Goverment  a  proposal  to  erect  near  the  seat  of 
Government  a  Paper-Mill,  being  myself  a  Paper  Manufacturer.  I 
am  at  Present  part  owner  in  a  Paper  Mill  at  this  place,  but  still  my 
means  are  Limited.  If  your  Government  would  make  me  a  Loan 
sufficient  to  build  a  ]\Iill  and  take  a  Mortgage  on  the  same  for  secur- 
ity for  said  Loan  I  would  sell  my  Property  here  and  Remove  to 
Texas  in  the  course  of  the  Comeing  summer 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  I  can  make  your  Government  Paper  for 
mutch  less  than  you  are  paying  for  it  at  the  present  time,  as  I  have 
served  my  time  in  some  of  the  best  Establishments  in  the  Ignited 
States,  and  have  assisted  in  erexiting  several  of  the  best  Mills,  I 
think  I  can  do  something  in  your  Country  if  I  could  meet  with 
suitable  encouragements —  I  can  give  you  sattisfactory  referances 
in  regard  to  my  character  and  my  knowledge  of  the  business  as 
above  spoken  of 

Now  Sir  If  your  Honor  should  take  a  favourable  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, with  my  proposition  as  over  stated  and  should  think  proper  to 
WTite  me  at  this  place  any  Communications  shall  meet  with  prompt . 
attention 

Please  give  me  an  immediate  answer  stating  the  objections  if 
there  should  be  any  together  with  the  whole  matter  as  you  view  it  in 
regard  to  Paper  Manufacturing  in  Texas 

And  Verry  Much  Obliege  Your  Most 
Obedient  Servent 

William  Wright 

NB  Direct  your  letter  to  William  Wright  Cuyahoga  Falls —  Portage 
County  State  of  Ohio 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  his  Exelency  the  Wm.  Wright 

President  of  Texas  of  Ohio- 


Houston  On  Subject  of  Paper  Mill 

Texas  3 

Feb.  26.  /39  25. 
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No.  1096 

1839  Feb.  26,  R.  PAGE  &  OTHERS  TO  M.  B.  LAIMAR, 
[HOUSTON] 

Houston  Feby—  26th  1835" 
To  his  excellency 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar 

Sir 

The  undersigned  understanding 
that  your  Excellency  had  kindly  intimated  that  in  appointing  a 
Judge  for  this  District  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
absence  of  the  Hon  B  C  Franklin  your  Excellency  would  regard  the 
recommondation  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Bar  over 
whom  said  Judge  is  to  preside  beg  leave  to  commend  to  your  favor- 
able consideration  the  claims  of  Isaac  N  Moreland  Esqr  a  gentleman 
of  high  legal  attainments  unquestionable  moral  integrity  and  an 
individual  who  is  known  to  have  done  the  State  some  service  in  the 
hour  in  which  the  best  claim  to  the  notice  of  Government  was 
strong  arms  and  stout  hearts.  The  undersigned  believe  also  that  by 
making  the  above  mentioned  appointment  your  excellency  will  meet 
the  approbation  of  a  large  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the  Bar 
in  the  second  Judicial  District 

Robert  Page 

J  S  Tomkins 

A  M  Tomkins 

W  A  Fans 

Thos  J.  Gazley 

J  Nibbs 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  his  Excellency  Petition  for  Isacc  X  Moreland 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar  to  be  made  Dist  Judge  of  this 

President  of  District  —  26th  Feb  1839 

the  Republic  of  Te[xas] 

No.  1097 

1839  Feb,  27,  JOHN  P.  BORDEN,   GENERAL  LAND   OFFICE, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Sending  for  signature  patents  1-31  for  Galveston.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1098 

1839  Feb,  27,  D.  WOODLIEF    AND    W[ILLIAM]    JEFFERSON 

JONES,  HOX^STON,  [TEXAS].  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UOXA- 

PARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Dr.  Samuel  Pulkington  for  surgeon  of  **the  corps  now 
organizing  against  the  Comanche  Indians."    N.  S.    1  p. 
In  Jones's  hand. 


•*Thi8  date  should  be  1839;  of.  the  endorsement. 
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No.  1099 

1839  Feb.  27,  [JAMES  B.  RANSOM,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

.  Notes  regarding  a  suit  to  be  brought  in  Victoria  County  for  theft 
of  horses  and  saddles  [  ?]  ;  the  recommendation  by  Major  Pinckney 
Caldwell  of  Captain  John  F.  Kemper,  of  Victoria  County,  for  chief 
justice,  etc.    A.    Df.    1  p. 

No.  1100 

1839  Feb.  28,  M.  B.  LAMAR.    ADDRESS" 

The  President's  Address 

calling  for  Volunteers  for  the 
protection  of  the  Frontiers. 


Executive  Department 
Houston  February  28th  1839. 
Fellow-Citizens 

I  am  forced,  by  the  suffering  condition  of  our  North 
Western  frontier,  to  make  an  appeal  to  your  valor  and  patriotism, 
which  have  never  been  appealed  to  in  vain.  The  fierce  and  perfi- 
dious savages  are  waging  upon  our  exposed  and  defenceless  inhab- 
itants, an  unprovoked  and  cruel  warfare,  masacreing  the  women 
and  children,  and  threatning  the  whole  line  of  our  unprotected 
borders  with  speedy  desolation.  All  that  a  brave  and  energetic 
people  could  achieve  for  their  own  safetey,  has  been  nobly  done. 
They  have  met  their  enemies  with  unflinching  hearts,  and  have 
borne  their  trials  and  reverses  with  a  fortitude  equalled  only  by 
their  heroism.  But  their  population,  thinned  by  repeated  and  con- 
tinued losses,  are  now  no  longer  able  to  sustain  themselves  against 
the  overwhelming  numbers  by  which  they  are  surrounded ;  and  if 
immediate  relief  be  not  extended,  they  will  be  compelled  to  break 
up  their  settlements,  and  seek  security  in  our  more  populous  coun- 
ties. 

Under  such  circumstances,  they  call  upon  their  less  exposed  fel- 
low-citizens to  fly  to  their  assistance  and  protection.  Shall  the  call 
be  made  in  vain?  Shall  those  who  have  never  experienced  calam- 
ity—  who  have  participated  in  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  with- 
out sharing  its  perils,  look  ingloriously  on  the  sufferings  of  these 
hardy  people,  the  most  of  them  the  early  pioneers  of  Texas,  and 
behold  them  cut  up  and  destroyed  in  detail,  without  offering  that 
generous  succor  and  assistance  which  they  have  a  right  to  expect, 
and  which  honor  and  valor  will  delight  to  give?  Are  you,  citizen 
soldiers,  willing  to  repose  quietly  at  home  while  your  countrjrmen 
and  brethren  are  bleeding  under  the  tomahawk,  and  their  families 
are  the  unresisting  victims  of  the  scalping  knife?     Can  you  sleep 

wCopy.    In  no.  361. 
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upon  your  pillow,  with  the  voice  of  lamentation  in  your  ears  ?  Are 
you  insensible  to  noble  deeds —  dead  to  the  love  of  fame ;  too  frigid 
for  and  too  timid  for  danger?  No.  Such  is  not  the  character  of 
Texans.  The  history  of  the  past  will  not  justify  the  thought.  No. 
draft  has  ever  been  dishonored  which  your  country  or  humanity 
has  drawn  upon  your  chivalry  and  virtue ;  and  the  pomptness  with 
which  ev-ery  appeal  has  heretofore  been  responded  to,  is  an  ample 
guarantee  that  the  present  one,  in  behalf  of  a  bleeding  people,  will 
not  be  neglected  and  despised.  Your  aid,  however,  to  be  effectual, 
must  be  speedily  received.  The  Government  is  doing  all  which  its 
limited  means  can  accomplish,  for  the  permanent  protection  of  its. 
entire  frontier ;  but  time  is  necessary  to  perfect  its  plans ;  and  time- 
is  bringing  that  destruction  which  it  is  our  object  to  avert.  The 
emergency  is  pressing.  Delay  is  death.  Then  let  the  chivalry  of 
Texas  shew  itself.  Three  hundred  volunteers  are  wanted  in  the  field 
immediately —  men  who  are  not  only  ready  to  fight,  but  who  are 
willing  to  encounter  toil,  fatigue  and  privations,  and  whose  energy 
and  public  devotion  will  supply  the  deficiencies  resulting  from  the 
present  condition  of  our  public  finances. 

The  requisitions  are  expected  to  be  met  by  those  counties  which 
have  no  frontier  of  their  own  to  protect.  To  carry  out  this  plan  of 
defence,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  county  of  Harrisburg  to  furnish 
two  companies;  the  county  of  Brazoria,  one;  the  counties  of  Mata- 
gorda and  Colorado,  one;  Austin  and  Port  Bend,  one;  and  the 
counties  of  Liberty  and  Galveston  one.  These  men  will  be  expected 
to  volunteer  for  Six  months ;  and  as  soon  as  organized,  the  Captain 
of  each  company  will  report  by  letter,  and  forward  a  muster-roll  to 
the  War  Department.  The  first  five  companies  mentioned,  will 
rendezvous  at  La  Grange,  in  the  county  of  Fayette,  and  report  to 
Colonel  Edward  Burleson,  as  speedily  as  possible,  who  is  authorised 
to  take  command  of  the  troops  for  the  protection  of  that  portion  of 
the  frontier.  The  Sixth  company  will  proceed  with  dispatch  to  the 
Falls  of  the  Brazos,  and  occupy  the  Fort  constructed  by  the  Milam 
Guards, 

Mirdbeau  B,  Lamar, 

No.  1101 

1839  Feb,  28,  JESSE  GRIMES,   MONTGOMERY   COUNTY, 

[TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU1  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,   [TEXAS] 

A  description  of  Thomas  Boatwright,  murderer  of  John  Loyd,  and 
a  suggestion  for  the  offer  of  a  reward  for  his  capture.    A.  L.  S.    1  p- 

No.  1102 

1839  Feb.  28,  TIIO[MAS]  P.  SLADE,  BENTON,   [MISSISSIPPI], 
TO  A[LEXANDER]  G.  McNUTT,  JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI 

Enclosing  a  transcript  of  the  indictment  of  Magnus  T.  Rogers  and 
Anderson  Searcy.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
Appended  to  no.  718;  with  no.  1219. 
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No.  1103 
1839  Feb.,  D.  C.  DUPFIELD  &  OTHERS.     PETITION 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 

We  the  undersigned  subscribers  having  seen  a  petition  circulat- 
ing in  the  County  of  San  Augustine  **  Requesting  your  Excellency 
to  appoint  one  James  B  Johnson  as  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the 
county  of  San  Augustine'* —  As  Citizens  of  said  County  of  San 
Augustine  we  Respectfully  Represent  to  your  Excellency  that  there 
is  no  necessity  for  an  Extra  Notary  Public —  the  Chief  Justices  of 
this  County  Court,  and  in  their  absence  one  of  the  associate  Justices 
has  heretofore  performed  the  duties  of  Notary  Public  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  county,  and  will  doubtless  continue  to  do  so  —  The 
combination  of  the  Offices  of  Chief  Justice  and  Notary  Public  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  county  and  meager  compensation  of  officers 
is  by  the  undersigned  deemed  prudent  and  economical,  and  a 
competitor  to  the  Notry  Public  would  not  only  injure  the  office,  but 
would  prevent  intelligent  and  qualified  men  from  accepting  the 
appointment  of  Chief  Justice  in  consequence  of  the  inability  of  the 
office  to  support  the  incumbent  —  The  present  Chief  Justice  we  are 
authorized  to  say  will  be  at  his  office  coiithnially  during  business 
hours  and  will  reside  in  toum  —  the  two  associate  Justices  also  reside 
in  town —  We  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  to  your  Excel- 
lency to  make  no  change  in  the  perquisites  of  office  by  any  appoint- 
[ment]  of  Another  Notary  Public  as  we  humbly  conceive  the  present 
incumbent  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  to  tie  community  aris- 
ing out  of  his  Office 

Very  Respectfully,  your  Excellency's 
obedient  servants 

Owen    Sponcer 


W  C  Duffield 

James  Jones 

Thos  Kirtly 

Amos  Frazer 

Leander  Cowon 

P  C  Loggins 

John  Waters 

Chas  Myers 

Aron  Masters 

R  Wiers 

J  Carson 

Alexander  Thomas 

Saml.  Murphy 

S  Truman 

Jacob  Garrett 

William  Jones 

W.  D.  Ratliflf 

D  A  Saml  Davis 

Blackstone  Hardeman 

Jacob  Davis 

John  Tomlinson 

James  Kirtly 


John  Gorman 
Ebenezer  Pettres 
James  W  Frazer 
Thomas  Fowler 
D.  Simpson 

[rubric] 
Chas.  Smith 
Leander  Thomas 
Thos  Powers 
James  Payne 
Geo.  Harrison 
James  Browman 
Levi  Compton 
Asa  Hopkins 
Benj.  Myers 
Leroy  Patton 
Michael  Thurman 
Simeon  Talbut 
Ely  Jones 
Morris  Jones 
Aurthur  Dixon 
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E  L  Pomeroy 
A.  E.  Parker 
Thomas  Claiborne 
John  Cox 
Win  Mnlroy 
Thomas  Hardeman 
Edwd  Cole 
Matthew  Long 
Joseph  Overton 
Fred.  Thorp 
Aron  Mosely 
Thos  Hicks 

[rubric] 
Wm  Morton 
John  Walker 
Saml  Blakey 
John  Carter 
Danl  Payne 
A  N  Barclay 
Chas  Anthony 

[rubric] 
E.  Smith 
John  Brown 
Thos  Braxton 
James  Harrington 
Leander  Brown 
Oliver  Mitchell 
T.  Marshall 


Jas.  Somers 

[rubric] 
Edwd  Naylor 
Chas  Burdan 
James  Holmes 
Sedman  Harrison 
Ralph  Brooks 
Thos  Holman 
Edward  Strickland 
Timothy  Porter 
Michael  Spotswood 
Thomas  Strong 
A.  Horton 
Alex.  Brazier 
Edward  Holms 
Sam.  Marshall 
Wm.  Anthony. 
James  Upham 
William  Starr 
Leson  Browning 
Thos  Crawford 
Elias  Boringer 
Thomas  Long 
H  H  Barclay 
Philip  Means 
Saml  Means 
Josiah  Harding 
Huz.  Harman 


[Endorsed] 
Petition. 

from  inhabs  of  San  Augusti[ne] 
relative  to  the  appt 
of  a  Notary  public. 
Feby  1839 

No..  1104 

[1839?]  Mar.  Jf,  MEMUCAN  HUNT,  INDEPENDENCE  COTTAGE^ 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABBAU]  B[UONAPART^] 

LAMAR,   [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Invitation  for  Mar.  4.    1  p. 

No.  1105 

1839  Mar,  2,  J.  A.  GREER  TO  J.  C  WATROUS 

Robertson  County  March  2.  1839 
Hon  J.  C.  Watrous 

Dear  Sir, 

I  shall  again  trouble  you  with  a 
fiew  lines. 

The  frontier  in  this  section  is  in  a  miserable  condition,  they  have 
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been  and  are  now  on  the  eve  of  breaking  up,  at  least  those  Who  are 
able  to  get  away,  a  great  many  are  widows  who  are  unable  to  get 
off  others  have  had  their  horses  stolen  and  a  [re]  left  without  the 
means  of  moveing.  [I  h]ave  urged  them  to  stay  assuring  them  [th]at 
the  Govt,  would  protect  them  as  soon  as  practicable  They  have 
•determined  to  stay  untill  the  first  of  April  if  they  have  to  stay  in 
their  houses,  but  if  they  do  not  get  protection  by  that  time  they  will 
break  up  they  know  they  can  not  make  corn  without  protection, 
they  will  move  to  a  place  of  safety,  you  must  try  and  have  them 
protected,  indeed  if  they  had  not  hopes  that  the  Comms.  would  locate 
the  seat  of  Govt,  at  the  falls  they  would  have  broken  up  long  since, 

I  shall  now  present  another  subject  to  your  better  judgement  and 
consideration,  I  have  met  here  an  old  acquaintance  who  has  resided 
among  the  Creek  Indians  upwar[d]s  of  20  years,  with  the  nation 
and  with  the  friendly  party  and  Jackson  in  the  first  creek  war.  was 
with  Jesup  during  the  last  difficulties  in  alabama,  and  conmianded 
about  300.  Capt  Nimrod  Doyle  (for  that  is  the  Gentlemans  name,) 
assures  me  that  he  can  bring  between  500  and  1000  creek  warriors 
upon  the  Indians  in  this  country  in  two  or  three  months,  he  also 
assures  me  that  they  will  require  no  other  pay  than  what  plunder 
they  can  take  from  the  Indian  foe,  that  they  will  respect  all  prop- 
erty not  in  the  possession  of  Indians,  that  they  will  leave  their 
families  in  the  creek  nation,  and  when  they  have  exterminated  them 
they  will  then  return  to  their  homes,  you  and  the  [pres]ident  both 
have  sufficient  knowledge  of  [co]urse  and  conduct  of  Opothleoholo 
to  jud[gel  how  far  confidence  can  be  placed  in  him,  it  is  from  his 
influence  that  Capt  Doyle  expects  to  succeed,  I  have  not  had  sfuflScient 
time  to  reflect  upon  the,  subject,  to  determine  whether,  the  President 
has  the  power  to  permit  them  or  not  but  rather  think  he  has,  I  am 
■satisfied  there  is  no  danger,  I  am  also  satisfied  Capt  Doyle  can  get 
the  indians.  it  certainly  will  be  the  cheapest  way  to  get  clear  of  the 
Indians  now  commiting  their  devilish  depredations  on  our  frontier. 
If  the  President  can  not  give  Capt  Doyle  permission  to  introduce 
them,  would  he  take  any  measures  to  prevent  it,  or  could  the  U.  S. 
injur[e]  Capt  Doyle  if  he  was  discover[e]d  in  the  creek  nation  try- 
ing to  perfect  such  a  measur[e],    . 

Capt  Doyle  is  a  man  of  considerable  wealth,  Stroud  and  myself 
ivill  vouch  for  him  he  will  make  no  arraignment  [arrangement]  with 
the  head  chief  but  one  that  wUl  be  perfectly  safe,  and  will  permit 
none  to  arm  but  those  who  have  always  been  frien[d]ly  with  him 

You  can  perceive  the  immence  benefit  that  will  result  to  the  coun- 
try if  such  a  project  can  succeed,  and  that  it  can  be  perfected  I  have 
but  little  dout,  they  would  not  not  [sic]  leave  those  wild  Indians  a 
bow-string  in  six  months,  if  the  President  will  sanction  the  measure, 
or  if  he  will  not  interfere  or  molest  the  Creeks  should  they  come 
into  [Tex]  as  and  wage  war  against  the  [Lip] an  Indians,  get  him  to 
write  a  fiew  lines  on  the  subject  or  you  do  it,  the  matter  can  be  kept 
secret  if  required,  Doyle  will  under  take  it  and  run  all  risks  in  the 
creek  nation  as  the  head  chief  can  only  be  informed  of  the  project, 
untill  he  gets  his  wariors  out  of  the  U.  S. 

Should  the  project  meet  your  views  after  your  better  considera- 
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tion  I  hope  you  will  use  your  influence  and  better  arguments  to  have 
it  carried  out. 

Our  frontier  must  be  saved  from  the  Hellish  depredation  of  our 
Indians  this  is  a  safe,  sure,  and  cheap,  mode  and  one  that  is  practi- 
cable, and  I  think  when  done  the  people  will  unanimously  bless  the 
act. 

Truly  and  Respectfully 
Your  friend. 

J.  A.  Greer 
You  must  excuse  the  bad  writing  &  diction,  I  am  in  a  cold  house,  a 
keen  norther  blowing 

The  Hon.  B.  Stroud  has  also  written  to  the  President  upon  the  sub- 
ject I  imagine  you  will  get  to  see  the  letter  he  has  more  fully  entered 
into  the  matter  he's  better  acquainted  with  the  head  men  of  the 
Creeks. 
J.A.G. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Hon.  J.  C.  Watrous  J.  C.  Watrous 

City  of  Houston  Robertson  Cy. 

March  2.  1839 

No.  1106 

1839  Mar,  2,  N.  GRAY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Columbus  Geo.  March  2th  1839 
Mr  Lemar 

Sir  having  the  Pleasure  of  your  acquanintances  when 
in  Macon  at  Doctor  Greens  I —  take  the  Liberty  of  asking  your 
advice  of  Establish [ing  a]  Book  Bindery  in  texas  I  hope  Sir  you  will 
co[n]fer  a  favor  on  me  by  Letting  me  no  by  mail  as  soon  as  posibel 
So  that  I —  may  come  on  and  establish  my  self  in  houston  and  have 
the  Patronage  of  Government  I  will  consider  it  a  Lasting  favor  of 
you  I  have  the  name  not  flatering  my  self  Being  the  Best  Book 
Binder  in  the  u.  States 

Yours  Respecty 
Nathan  Gray  Jr 
Columbus     Geo 
E'nquier  office 
Pleas  to  write  to  me  as  soon  as  Posibel 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To/  Nathan  Gray 

Mr.  Mirebeau  Lemar  Columbi[a]  Geo  2  Mch  39 

Peresident  of  Respecting  Book  Bindery  &c 
Texas 
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No.  1107 

1839  Mar,  3,  J.  HEMPHILL  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Houston  Texas  March  3d.  1839 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor^'  of  the  23D.  ult  offering  for  my  acceptance 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  received  by  me  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  28th  ult.     The  tender  of  this  highly    [important] 
trust  was  to  me  as  unexpected  as  it  was  proudly [?]    gratifyinsr: 
One  at  all  times  important  and  respectable,  more  especially  so  in  the 
present  juncture  of  our  affairs,  and  not  to  be  declined  without 
urgent  reasons  and  due  deliberation    But  thought  I  acknowledge  the 
very  distinguished   character  of  this  public  office,  though  I  appe- 
ciate  with  proper  sentiments  of  gratitude  the  very  favorable  esti- 
mate of  my  merits  which  prompted  its  offer,  and  though  I  recognize 
the  obligation  of  every  citizen  to  devote  his  ser[v]ices  to  the  coun- 
try, when  required,  unless  inconsistent,  with  duties  still  more  imperi- 
ous; yet  the  acceptance  of  office  at  this  time,  especially  one  so 
foreign  to  my  professional  studies  and  duties,  is  so  incompatible 
with  my  views  and  professional  engagements,  that  I  feel  myself 
compelled,  though  reluctantly,  to  decline  the  profferred  honor.   My 
regret  is,  however,  greatly  diminished  by  the  consideraticm  that 
though  among  my  fellow  citizens  none  can  be  found  more  zealous, 
yet,  there  are  doubtless  many  more  competent  to  discharge  the  duties 
devolving  [upon]  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
With  sentiment  of  the  highest 
regard  I  have  the  honor  to 
be  very  Respectfully 
Your  obt.  Sevt. 
John  Hemphill 
His  Excellency 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar. 
Houston. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  John  Hemphill 

M.  B.  Lamar  Washington  3rd,  Mch.  1839 
Presmt. 

No.  1108 

1839  Mar,  4,  A.  J.  YATES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

To  His  Excellency 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 
Dear  Sir, 

Having  made  the  subject  of  Popular 
Education  a  matter  of  considerable  research,  particularly  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  establishment  of  some  system  adapted  to 
the  conditions  of  the  country,  I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  to  your 


"No.  1087. 
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consideration  some  views  and  suggestions  in  relation  to  it  which 
are  the  results  of  investigation. 

As  the  neglect  to  establish  such  a  system  by  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, was  one  of  the  causes  of  complaint  set  forth  in  the  declaration 
of  Independence  of  this  Nation,  and  as  the  matter  was  neglected  both 
by  the  Executive  &  the  Congress,  during  the  administration  of  your 
predecessor,  notwithstanding  a  very  strong  Memorial  was  presented 
to  Congress,  at  its  session  in  the  Spring  of  1838,  it  was  with  feelings 
of  sincere  gratification  that  your  call  of  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  subject,  immediately  on  entering  on  the  duties  of  your  office,  was 
regarded.  With  no  less  pleasurable  feelings  have  this  community 
witnessed  the  response  which  was  promptly  &  liberally  made  by  the 
Congress  to  that  Call. 

There  are  some  features  of  the  late  law,*^*  worthy  of  attention,  in 
order  to  improve  it  to  the  best  advantage,  and  on  which  I  beg  leave, 
with  all  deference,  to  make  a  few  remarks,  before  entering  on  the 
subject  of  forming  a  System  of  Popular  Education. 

The  late  law  would  seem,  from  its  tenor,  to  have  contemplated  the 
provision  of  a  separate  fund  for  Academies  and  Schools  for  each 
County  in  the  Republic.  It  does  not  expressly  [provide]  thuswise[  ?], 
and  very  fortunately  so,  because  it  must  be  evident  that  such  a  course 
would  be  unequal  in  its  effects  upon  different  sections  of  the  Country. 
There  are  many  Counties,  where  very  valuable  and  choice  lands 
cannot  be  had  at  this  time,  and  if  such  Counties  (which  are  the  most 
populous  and  therefore  in  most  need  of  good  schools  and  financial 
aid,  immediately)  are  compelled  to  derive  their  funds  from  lands 
located  in  other  counties  less  populous,  they  must  make  a  sacrifice  of 
those  lands,  and  receive  less  benefit  from  them,  than  the  less  populous 
Counties  would  do,  which  will  not  need  aid  for  some  time  to  come. 
In  addition  to  this  consideration,  every  County  will  have  a  separate 
organization  and  mode  of  disposition  of  its  funds,  and  [some  will] 
have  a  nmch  better  fund  for  the  purpose  than  others.  If  the  appro- 
priation were  made  a  General  fund  under  the  Control  of  offilcers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government,  it  would  seem  a  uniform  System  of  Edu- 
cation, and  a  uniforni  distribution  of  the  benefits  of  the  fund. 

In  the  location  of  land  for  this  fund,  much  advantage  might  accrue 
from  the  appropriation  of  some  of  those  valuable  lands  that  have  been 
confiscated  to  the  Government.  Others  might  be  obtained  by  making 
an  exchange  of  school  lands,  with  the  owners  of  lands  in  the  midst  of 
compact  settlements,  as  there  are  few  persons  who  own  several  Thou- 
sand acres  of  land  in  a  body,  who  would  not  willingly  exchange  a 
few  hundred  acres  for  the  same  quantity  of  land  more  remote  from 
settlements,  considering  themselves  amply  remunerated  in  the  in- 
creased value  of  the  remkiners  of  their  tract,  by  having  a  School  or 
Academy  established  upon  part  of  it. 

In  the  organization  of  a  System,  the  following  suggestions  are  re- 
spectfully submitted. 

That  a  Chancellor  of  a  University  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  Consent  of  the  Senate  who  shall  hold 

*^he  act  of  Jan.  26»  1839;  eee  Gammel,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of  Texas,  II,  134. 
81 — Library. 
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his  [oflSce  during  life]  and  good  behaviour  subject  [to  impeachment 
and  trial  in  the  Courts.]  Each  County  shall  at  its  annual  election  for 
members  of  Congress,  also  elect  one  Visitor,  who  shall  be  a  man  of 
Classical  Education,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  each  visitor  to  examine  once  in  six  months  each 
Academy  in  his  County,  in  company  with  a  majority  of  the  board  of 
Trustees  thereof,  and  at  each  examination  together  with  the  Teacher 
and  said  Trustees,  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  each  scholar,  and  to 
give  licenses  to  those  who  have  pursued  a  course  of  Instruction  to 
qualify  themselves  as  Teachers  of  Common  Schools,  and  certificates 
to  those  who  are  found  qualified  to  enter  the  University  and  to  make 
a  full  a  report  of  all  things  connected  with  the  Academy  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Visitants  at  their  semiannual  meeting. 

All  of  said  Visitors  with  the  Chancellor  shall  meet  once  in  6  months, 
and  examine  the  University  in  its  various  Departments,  determine 
the  claims  of  all  candidates  for  the  various  degrees  conferred  therein, 
and  make  report  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary  aforesaid,  also  of  all 
matters  connected  with  said  University.  They  shall  also  appoint  the 
Professors  of  the  University  &  prescribe  the  Course  of  Instruction 
to  be  pursued  therein  as  well  as  in  all  Academies  and  Schools.  A 
Secretary  of  the  Education  funds  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  receive 
semiannual  returns  from  all  Schools  Academies,  &  the  University  of 
all  matters  relating  thereto,  and  present  the  general  statement?  of  the 
same  to  the  President  annually.  He  shall  also  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  &  Comptroller  form  a  board  to  decide  on  the  invest- 
ment, &  disbursement  of  the  Literary  funds,  &  the  fiscal  interests 
of  the  fund  generally. 

The  Collegiate  Branch  of  the  University,  shall  be  divided  into 
Classical  and  Scientific  courses,  each  which  shall  embrace  a  course 
of  study  for  4  years,  &  no  pupil  admitted  under  the  age  of  12,  and 
they  shall  receive  a  Degree  of  Batchelor  of  Arts,  if  found  worthy  at 
the  completion  of  the  course.  The  Unversity  Department  shall  be 
divided  into  courses  of  Divinity,  Law,  Medicine,  Public  Instruction, 
and  political  Science,  and  the  Degree  of  Master  of  Arts  granted  in 
each  after  a  course  of  3  years  study,  and  being  found]  worthy  on  ex- 
amination. 

Academies  &  Schools  for  males  or  females  may  be  established,  by 
the  petition  of  any  County,  Town  or  District  to  the  Board  of  visitors, 
setting  forth  the  number  of  scholars  that  will  be  furnished,  for  at 
least  one  year,  the  amount  that  can  be  raised  by  the  Subscribers,  and 
the  election  of  Trustees  by  said  Subscribers.  On  presentation  of  such 
petition  at  the  semiannual  meeting  of  the  Board  they  shall  decide 
on  the  establishment  of  such  Academy  or  School,  and  an  appropria- 
tion from  the  Education  funds  shall  be  made  for  its  support,  such 
appropriation  being  in  all  cases  equal  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  scholars,  to  all  Academies  and  Schools. 

In  each  Academy,  male  or  female,  there  shall  be  a  department  of 
instruction  specially  appropriated  to  the  education  of  Teachers  of 
Common  Schools,  and  the  persons  instructed  therein  shall  receive  a 
license  to  teach,  after  ha\dng  pursued  a  course  of  study  for  three 
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years  after  they  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  15.  Students  may  be 
admitted  to  the  Academies  on  examination  by  the  Teacher,  and  one 
or  more  of  the  Trustees. 

No  Academy  or  School  shall  be  entitled  to  any  portion  of  the  Edu- 
cation funds  for  its  support  that  shall  employ  any  other  than  a 
Teacher  regularly  licensed  by  the  Board  of  Visitors,  if  he  be  the 
Teacher  of  an  Academy,  or  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  an  Academy, 
if  he  be  the  Teacher  of  a  common  School,  and  after  the  expiration  of 
six  years,  none  shall  be  thus  licensed  who  have  not  pursued  a  regular 
course  of  instruction  in  the  institutions  of  the  Country  as  provided 
in  their  departments. 

The  Trustees  of  each  School  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  sub- 
scribers thereto  &  shall  make  semiannual  examination  of  their  Schools 
[  ]  of  the  board  of  visitants. 

Each  Academy  &  School  shall  be  provided  with  a  good  farm,  and 
the  Superintendent  thereof  shall  keep  a  boarding  house  for  the  schol- 
ars, at  such  price  and  under  such  regulation  as  the  Trustees  of  said 
Academy  or  School  may  prescribe. 

Such  Sir  is  a  brief  and  general  outline  of  the  plan  which  has 
appeared  to  me  most  feasible  and  best  adapted  to  the  conditions  of 
this  Country.  Being  well  assured  that  you  have  made  it  a  subject  of 
deep  consideration,  the  foregoing  plan  is  submitt[ed]  with  much 
deference  and  a  hope  that  some  of  the  suggestions  [may]  coincide 
with  your  views,  though  perhaps  they  may  offer  nothing  which  has 
not  already  had  your  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  with 
sentiments  of  respect  &  consideration 
Your  obedient  servant 
A,  J.  Yates 
[rubric] 
Houston  March  4th.  1839. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 
His  Excellency  A  J  Yates 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Mch  1st.  1839 

President  of  the  Republic  Education 

of  Texas  On  Education 

Houston 

No.  1109 

1839,  Mar.  5,  DAVID  CAMPBELL,  GOVERNOR'S  HOUSE,  RICH- 

MOND,  VIRGINIA,  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON   [TEXAS] 

Introducing  Alexander  C.  Macfarlane.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1110 

1839  Mar.  5,  H  THOMPSON,  [HOUSTON],  TO   M.   B.   LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON] 

Burnet  has  been  closeted  for  three  days  with  Moore  (Editor)  —  The 
game  is  a  constitutional  check  by  an  advised  Senate.     I  am  not 
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unimformed —  nor  do  I  speak  it  inadvisedly —    Judge  B,  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Felix  Houston  set,  a  coalition  of  old  Sam  &  the  town 

grumblers Make  what  you  may  of  it,  I  swear  I  am  petty  in-  • 

formant  yet  it  is  my  policy  to  state,  what  I  see,  hear  &  feel  for  a  man 
who  cannot  be  injured  by  my  silence 

H  Thompson 

[rubric] 
^  past  3 
Cocke  disclaims  being:  less  than  your  friend  thought.    My  letters 
from  N  Orleans  state  Texas  money  at  ^^55"c 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

confidntial  Henry  Thompson 

General  M  B  Lamar  5th.  Mch  1839 

confi[den]tial 

No.  1111 

1839  Mar.  5,  FRED  B.  PAGE,  NEW  ORLEANS,   [LOUISIANA], 
TO  M[IRABEAU1  B[ITONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Sending  the  Louisiana  Civil  Code.    A.  L.  S.    1  pw 

No.  1112 

1839  Mar,  5,  J.  JENKINS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Washington.    March  5th,  1839. 
General  Marabeau  B  Lamar: 
Dear  Sir, 

Nothing  but  my  firm  conviction  of  your  de- 
votedness  to  this,  your  adopted  country ;  &  the  belief  that  your  are 
not  unwilling  to  receive  any  communication,  or  to  hear  any  thing  that 
might,  even  by  pos&iblity  be  for  the  good  of  the  same  (from  any 
source  however  humble).  And  my  hope  of  your  confidence  in  my 
devotedness  to  you,  both  as  a  friend,  &  the  chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Republic ;  induce  me  to  express,  or  communicate  to  you,  what  forces 
itself  uppon  me  as  the  policy  to  be  pursued  towards  the  Indians.  I 
know  much  of  the  feelings  of  the  people  on  this  subject.  And  I  see, 
that  unless  something  is  done  all  of  our  frontier  counties  (particularly 
those  on  the  west)  must  be  soon  entirly  depopulated.  I  believe  that 
but  one  alternative  is  left  us,  unless,  we  can  get  money :  I  know  not 
what  are  your  prospecte  for  that.  If  the  bills  that  were  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  congress,  could  be  put  into  opperation,  the  frontier 
would  be  completely  protected;  but  that  cannot  be  done  without 
money. 

The  malitia,  then  is  our  only  hope,  &  our  only  protection.  A  small 
portion  of  the  malitia  if  called  into  the  field  may  &  will  restore  some 
confidence,  to  the  frontier  settliers,  drive  back  tiie  Indians,  &  afford 
temporary  peace —  A  greater  portion  of  the  malitia  may  whip  than 
back,  &  force  them  into  treaties,  which  though  a  longer  peace  is,  or  will 
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be  but  t[e]mporary;  &  enable  them  when  hostility  shall  again  com- 
mence, to  do  us  more  injury  than  if  they  had  been  in  a  state  of  war  the 
whole  time.  I  had  rather  fight  them  than  to  treat  with  them —  I  had 
rather  have  their  constant  enmaty,  than  be  exposed  to  the  diging  up  of 
the  hatchet  occasionally,  &  the  turning  loose  of  their  war  dogs,  upon 
our  unsuspecting  citizens  without  the  warning  of  a  moment —  If  I  have 
it  in  my  power  to  save  the  life  of  my  friend  &  do  it  not,  his  blood  is 
required  at  my  hands.  I  know  that  indians  are  treacherous,  & 
murderous  in  their  verry  nature.  If  I  have  one  in  my  power  &  turn 
him  at  large,  &  he  afterwards  commit  murder,  I  am  guilty;  for  I 
turned  him  at  large,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  his  character.  Is  it 
better  for  our  citizens  to  be  daily  murdered,  or  for  us  to  declare  a 
war  of  extermination  against  them.  I  shall  never  fight  freely  &  will- 
ingly but  uxider  a  declaration  of  extermination.  Our  country  can 
never  prosper  till  the  red  skins  are  disposed  of.  I  hope  you  will  excuse 
this  long  epistle,  for  I  only  thought  of  writing  a  few  lines  when  I 
commenced.  I  am  requested  to  enquire  of  you,  what  would  be  the 
chance  of  arms,  for  the  equipment  of  a  light  horse  company.  It 
is  in  contemplation  to  form  one  at  this  place. 
Your  most  obedient  humble  sert. 

( 
To  President,  M  B  Lamar.      (  Jos  R  Jenkins 

( 
NB.     For  reasons,  which  make  it  necessary  that  I  should  know  verry 
soon,  you  will  excuse  me  for  enquiring  if  you  have  had  any  late  news, 
from  Judge  Franklin.    Youill  [yam  will]  please  honor  me  with  a  few 
lines,  from  your  exelancy ;  by  Dr.  Hill. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Exelency,  J.  R.  Jenkins 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar.  Washington  5th.  Mch  1839 
Houston   Texas. 

No.  1113 

1839  Mar.  7,  JOHN  WILS[ON],  CHARLESTON,  [SOUTH  CARO- 
LINA], TO   [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  G.  G.  Seibles.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1114 

1839  Mar,  7,  RIGH[AR]D  R.  THARP,  LINDSEY  TOWN, 

STEUBEN  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK,  TO  MIRABEAU 

B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  the  opening  for  a  surveyor  in  Texas.  A.  L.  S.  4  p. 
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No.  1115 

1839  Mar.  8,  JOSEPH  ROWE,  SAN  AUGUSTINE,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Introducing  Colonel  K.  L.  Anderson.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1116 

1839  Mar.  8,  BURCHARD  MILLER,  HOUSTON,   [TEXAS],  TO 

MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  permanent  appointment  as  second  auditor.  A.  L.  S. 
2  p. 

No.  1117 

1839  Mar.  9,  J.  A.  STANFIELD  TO  [M.  B.  LAMAR] 

Society  Hill,  March  9th.  1839. 
To  the  President  of  Texas, 
Sir, 

Filled  with  all  the  bright  hopes  of  Youth, 
imaginative  &  romantic,  poor  &  unknown,  I  have  determined  to  seek 
fortune  &  Favour  wherever  they  spread  their  broad  pinions — 

I  have  heard  much  of  Texas,  much  of  her  new  government,  much 
of  her  fair  &  gentle  clime,  and  am  all  eagerness  to  become  a  resident 
of  so  blessed  a  portion  of  the  Globe, 

'Tis  true  I  am  a  female,  young  inexperienced  and  poor,  there  is 
something  so  galling  in  the  fetters  of  poverty,  —  something  so  with- 
ering in  the  sneer  of  bloated  wealth,  that  I  would  willingly  leave 
friends  &  native  soil  to  find  some  situation  where  industry  &  per- 
severance would  lead  to  independence, 

I  would  not  promise  to  fa!ce  danger  in  the  Battlefield — ^I  could  not 
expect  to  occupy  a  high  station  in  Legislative  Halls —  I  would  not 
attempt  to  plead  at  the  Bar,  but  there  are  other  more  humble  roads 
to  competence,  &  better  adapted  to  the  meagre  acquirements  of  womanf 
If  she  cannot  wield  the  sword  she  can  use  the  pen,  if  she  cannot  be  a 
soldier,  she  can  at  least  become  a  scribe. 

Pardon  me.  Sir,  for  daring  to  address  you,  I  have  heard  of  the 
generous  soul  of  Lamar,  &  believe  be  would,  assist  an  aspirant  though 
it  were  a  female, 

Woman's  sphere  may  be  as  limited  in  Texas  as  in  the  United  States, 
I  would  presume  to  request,  the  President,  to  inform  me  whether  I 
cafa  obtain  lucrative  &  honorable  employment  there  or  not,  I  have 
friends  who  would  take  charge  of  me  to  Texas,  &  I  can  bring  letters 
of  recommendation  from  some  of  the  ** brightest  &  best"  of  this  land,— 
If  you  should  Sir  bo  prompted  to  notice  the  request  of  a  dreaming 
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girl,  a  communication  will  be  thankfully  received  by       Your  humble 

&  obedient  servant 

Julia  A  Stanfield — 
Society  Hill,  Macon  County,  Ala, 

[Addressed]  [  Endorsed] 

To  the  President  of  Texas,  Julia  A.  Stanfield 

Houston Society  Hill  Ala. 

March  9th,  1839, 
Recommending 
''herself.'' 

No.  1118 

1839  Mar.  9,  O.  P.  KELTON,  GALVESTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Application  for  transfer  to  **the  surgical  department."  A.  L.  S.  1  p. 

No.  1119 

1839  Mar.  10,  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  Ta 
MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON,  TEXAS]       - 

Application  for  appointment  as  district  attorney  for  the  Second 
Judicial  District.     A.  N.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1120 

1839  Mar,  10,  E.  HUGHS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

To  his  Excellency        )  Coffeeville  Yallabusha  Co.  Miss. 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar     )  March  10th  1839 

Sir- 
Having  entertained  for  some  time  past, 
serious  thoughts  of  emigrating,  with  my  family,  to  the  Republic  of 
Texas ;  I  have  deemed  it  prudent,  previously  to  a  final  determination, 
to  address  you  a  few  lines,  with  a  view  of  eliciting  your  opinion  and 
advice,  in  relation  to  this  matter;  hoping  that  the  peculiarity  of  my 
situation  and  the  nature  of  my  buisness,  will  furnish  a  suflScient 
apology  for  this  intrusion. 

I  am  a  Teacher  by  Profession.  I  have  taught  the  Latin  &  Greek 
languages.  Mathematics,  and  the  usual  branches  of  a  liberal  education 
for  the  last  twenty  eight  years,  during  the  greater  part  of  which 
I  have  been  at  the  head  of  some  of  the  most  respectable  seminaries 
of  this  country.  I  am  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  received  my  educa- 
tion at  one  of  the  most  respectable  institutions  of  that  country. 
•  I  am  now  forty  four  years  of  age,  and  have  a  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren.    The  most  satisfactory  vouchers  in  support  of  my  preten^ 
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tions  as  a  public  instructor  from  the  Trustees  of  the  diflferent 
Academies  over  which  I  have  presided  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina 
and  the  South  Western  States  can  be  produced,  besides  testimonials 
from  some  of  the  most  distinguished  individuals,  (literary  as  well 
as  political)  in  this  country.  Amongst  whom  might  be  mentioned 
the  Honourable  Wm.  Gaston  of  N.  Carolina  President  of  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Newbern  Academy  of  which  institution  I  had  the 
direction  for  several  years  —  To  say  so  much  in  favor  of  one's  self, 
may  appear  egotistical;  but,  I  hold  myself  personally  responsible 
for  the  truth  of  what  I  have  here  stated  —  because,  in  addition  to 
the  testimonials  already  alluded  to,  I  am  prepared  to  submit  to  my 
trial  or  examination  touching  my  pretensions,  those  interested  may 
deefm]   proper. 

My  Wife  and  Daughter  are  also  teachers  [b]y  profession.  They 
are  competent  to  instruct  young  ladies  in  the  branches  usualy  called 
for,  in  the  best  female  Seminaries,  including  French,  Latin,  Music, 
Painting  &.  c.  They  are,  at  this  time,  engaged  in  the  Female  insti- 
tution of  this  place.  Myself  and  son  have  charge  of  the  male  Academy. 
Both  schools  are  flourishing,  respectable,  and  lucrative. 

But  should  the  circumstances  of  that  country  be  such,  as  to  justify 
our  removal,  we  would  make  arrangements  for  this  purpose  forth- 
with. We  are  anxious  to  unite  our  destines  with  your  young  repub- 
lic, and  as  far  as  in  us  lies  to  be  useful  and  promote  the  great 
cause  of  solid  education  in  that  highly  favoured  region. 

This  brief  statement,  Sir,  is  submitted  for  your  consideration,  and 
your  advice  is  respectfully  requested.  Is  there  any  opening  for 
literary  institutions  in  Houston,  or  any  of  the  larger  towns  of 
Texas? 

From  what  I  can  learn  of  your  disinterested  patriotism  I  feel 
assured  you  will  reply  to  the  above  inquiries  and  excuse  the  liberty 
I  have  taken  in  addressing  you  upon  a  subject  in  which  you  must, 
nescessarily,  as  a  public  man,  feel  an  interest. 

It  will,  therefore,  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  as  at  early 
a  period  as  possible. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect 
Your  obt.  svt. 

Edward  Hughs  — 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

31               25  Edwd  Hughes 

Mirabeau.  B.  Lamar  C[off]eeville  Miss 

President  of  the  Respecting  Schools 


Republic  of  Texas  March  10.  1839 

Houston 


MM 
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No.  1121 

1839  Mar,  10,  J.  W.  MOORE  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Houston  March  10th.  1839 
To— 

His  Excellency 

M.  B.  Lamar 

Oweing  the  suspension  of  issues  from 
the  treasury  of  the  Republic  for  some  time  past —  and  my  pecuniary 
embarrassments,  occasioned  by  the  great,  expense  of  keeping 
prisoners  confined  in  the  common  Jail  of  the  county —  I  am  under 
the  necessity  of  asking  of  you  aid,  in  your  official  cap  [aj  city,  pro- 
vided it  is  within  your  power  to  extend  it —  by  ordering  a  portion 
at  least  of  my  Audited  Claims  against  the  State  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  funds  in  the  Treasury  subject  to  the  orders  of  Your  Excellency 
I  am  ready  at  any  time  you  will  appoint  to  call  on  your  Excel- 
lency—  exhibit  my  claims  &  situation  and  receive  your  Excellency's 

answer 

Respectfully 

Your  Obdt.  Servt.— 

J  W  Moore  Shff 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To —  His  Excellency  Sherriff  of  Harrisburg 

M  B  Lamar  Cty    10th.  Mch  1839 
Present,  Official 

No.  1122 

1839  Mar.  10,  R[ICHARD]  R.  ROYALL,  MATAGORDA,  [TEXAS], 
TO  JACOB  HAND,  FORT  PLAIN,  NEW  YORK 

On  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  Hand's  son  in  Texas.    A.  L.  S. 

1  p. 

Appended  document,  1  p. ;  see  no.  1230. 

No.  1123 
1839  Mar.  11,  [M.  B.  LAMAR]  TO  —  JONES,  [HOUSTON t]" 

• 

Houston  11th.  March  1839 
Major  Jones 

The  bearer  Franisco  a  Mexican  says  he  wishes  to  accom- 
pany your  battalion  to  the  Colorado  where  he  designs  to  join  Mon- 
chacho's  Company  from  Bexar  If  he  has  any  sinister  news  or  motives 
I  cannot  trace  them  he  tells  me  that  he  desiers  to  go  aganst  the 
indians  but  must  attach  himself  to  some  Mexican  Corpse  as  he  does 

■H^opy. 
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not   sufficiently  understand   the   English  language   to  unite  with 
Americans 

If  any  Mexican  joins  your  battalion  I  want  you  to  see  that 
whilst  they  do  their  duty  and  act  with  fidelity  no  injustice  be  doDe 
them  but  that  they  be  kindly  treated 

Yours  &c 

[Endorsed] 
Copy  of  Presidents 
Letter  to  Maj'r  Jones,  ) 
11th.  March  1839       \ 


No.  1124 

1839  Mar,  11,  J.  S.  MAYFIELD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches 

11th.  March  1839 
His  Excellency 

Mireabeau  B  Lamar 
City  of  Houston 

Dr.  Sir 

Allow  me  the  liberty  of  address- 
ing you  with  the  freedom  — due  perhaps  to  a  longer  and  better 
acquaintance  It  being  however  upon  a  subject  of  common  interest 
to  our  common  ancestry,  and  coming  too  from  one  who  however 
studiously  he  may  avoid  a  seeming  desire  for  either  public  or  politi- 
cal life,  who  however  as  one  wishing  to  promote  the  honour  and 
welfare  of  his  adopted  country,  will  lend  hia  influence  in  support  of 
your  measures  so  far  as  he  is  informed  of  your  policy 

I  feel  that  it  [  Y*^  unnecessary  to  thus  preface  my  subject- 
In  times  however  when  petty  objejctions  have  their  sway,  and  dis- 
appointed aspirants  seek  to  thwart  the  measures  of  your  administra- 
tion I  thought  it  well  to  assur[e]  you  that  I  did  not  approach  you 
other  than  as  a  friend 

Allow  me  without  further  remark  to  suggest  to  you,  (if  steps  have 
not  already  been  taken  to  that  effect,  for  we  know  not  what  has 
been  done,  as  we  have  had  no  mail  here  for  four  weeks  from  the 
seat  of  Government)  the  importance  of  ordering  the  election  of  Maj 
Genl  of  Militia  as  early  as  practicable  and  the  organization  of  the 
Militia 

The  tocscin  of  war  is  again  sounded  on  the  frontier,  we  have 
rumors  here,  that  to  the  west  they  have  had  several  hard  fought 
engagements  with  the  indians 

I  cannot  judge  how  far  they  may  be  able  in  the  west  to  bring 
about  efficient  action —  but  at  the  East  I  am  more  conversant  and 
do  assure  you,  if  it  should  become  necessary  to  call  out  the  militia 
again.  That  under  the  present  organization  little  or  nothing  could 
be  done.    When  organized  and  classed —  I  will  vouch  for  the  chiv- 

•^he  original  has  both  "was"  and  "is",  both  scratched  through. 
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airy,  and  prompt  response  to  any  call  the  executive  may  make  for 
the  defence  of  the  country — 

We  will  make  a  manly  defence  in  the  East —  to  defeat  the  rant- 
ing [a]mbition  of  Gtenl.  F.  Houston. 

Respectfully 

yours  truly 
James  S.  Mayfield 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  Jas.  M  Mayfield 

Mireabeau  B.  Lamar  Nacogdoches  11th.  Mch  39 
City  of  Houston 

No.  1125 
1839  Mar,  11,  S.  H.  EVERETT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 


His  Exc  M.  B.  Lamar  Beaumont    March  11th.  1839 

Dear  General 

I  am  thus  far  on  my  way  to  new  Orleans,  after  hav- 
ing visited  my  family  &  friends  and  found  all  well,  it  affords  me 
very  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  say  to  you  that  in  this  district 
the  people  are  all  pleased  with  your  measures  and  have  the  most 
perfect  confidence  in  you  as  a  man  &  as  their  chief  magistrate,  I 
hear  no  complaint  of  any  kind  the  depression  of  our  currency  is  a 
subject  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  community  but  this  is  not  charged 
to  your  a/c 

It  is  necessar[yj  that  a  post  Rout  should  be  Established  from  this, 
point  to  the  Sabine  pass  as  the  custom  House  is  Established  there 
and  the  nearest  post  office  is  40  miles  Will  you  say  a  word  to  the 
P.  M.  Gen  on  the  subject — have  the  kindness  to  Remember  me  to 
Mr.  Wilkins  also  Judge  Webb,  who  by  the  by,  the  people  seem  well 
pleased  that  you  have  appointed  to  the  post  you  have,  his  Reputa- 
tion is  so  pure  That  there  is  not  Room  for  the  Breath  of  Slander  to 
Blur. 

Such  appointments  my  Dear  General  must  make  all  happy  Who 
are  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  our  countr[y].  present  my 
Respects  To  Mrs.  Mather  if  in  Houston 

Nothing  new  worth  communicating 
With  the  most  sincere 

feeling  Devotedly  &  Cordialy 
Yours 

S.  H  Evertt 
[rubric] 


[Addressed] 

Beaumont  March  15th  1839 

His  Excellency 

M.  B.  Lamar 
Houston 

Texas 


[Endorsed] 
S   H  Evertt 
Beaumont  11th. 
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No.  1126 

[1839  Mar.  11],  W[ILLIA]M   D.  REDD,    [POST  GALVESTONt 
TEXAS],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  IjAMAR, 
[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  leave  of  absence.    Df.    1  p. 

No.  1127 

1839  Mar.  11,  W[ILLIA]M  R.  SMITH,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISI- 
ANA], TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAK, 
[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Declining  until  the  restoration  of  Mrs.  Smith's  health,  Lamar's 
proffer  of  the  surgeon-generalship  and  of  a  place  for  himself  and 
family  in  Lamar's  household.    A.  L.  S.    3  p. 

No.  1128 

1839  Mar.  12,  SAM  [TIE]  L  A.  PLUMMER,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOU- 
ISIANA], TO  M[IRABEAU1  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Prospects  for  raising  money  for  himself  and  Lamar ;  the  town  site 
on  Copano  Bay  and  the  possibility  of  interesting  Beal,  Love,  and 
Hamilton  in  the  speculation;  Beal's  character;  Hamilton,  the  CtMfUs- 
ton,  Reily,  the  banks,  and  a  public  loan;  Hamilton's  delay;  a  per- 
plexing love  affair.    A.  L.  S.    3  p. 

No.  1129 

1839  Mar.  14,  R.  H.  CHINN,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA],  TO 
TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

On  the  proposed  new  edition  of  White's  [Becopilacion]  by  E.  Johns 
&  Co.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1130 

1839  Mar.  15,  P.  M.  GIBSON  V.  THE  REPUBLIC  OP  TEXAS. 
CLAIM  POR  SERVICES  AS  CAPTAIN 
OP  MARINES" 

Houston  15  March  1839 
Republic  of  Texas 
To  Penton  M  Gibson  &e  as  Capta"" 
of  Marines  from  the  first  day  of  November  1836  until  the  last  day 


"Cf.  no.  1234. 
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of  December  1837  at  the  rates  of  $40  per  month  and  4  rations,  a 
day  at  20  ets  per  ration  $896.00 

[Attached  certificate] 

Houston  15th  March  1839 
I  certify  that  Fenton  M.  Gibson  was  in  1836  Captain  of  Marines 
on  Board  the  armed  Schooner  of  War  Invincible,  and  as  such  his 
accounts  against  the  Government  were  approved  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment 

P  W  Humphreys 

Chf  Clk  Navy  Dept 

[Attached  Certificate] 

Republic  of  Texas  |  Personally  appeared  before  me  John  Shea 
Harrisburg  County  )  Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  0  P 
Kelton  who  being  sworn  saith  that  Fenton  M  Gibson  entered 
the  service  of  Texas  in  the  Army  on  or  about  the  27th. 
day  of  December  1835  and  was  transferred  by  order  of 
Col  Fannin  to  the  Navy  and  that  the  said  Gibson  entered 
for  the  term  of  two  years  or  during  the  War. 

0.  P.  Kelton 

Given  under  my  hand  ) 
at  this  oflBce  this  12th  ) 
day  of  Feby  1839  ) 

John  Shea  JP 

[Endorsed] 

14 
F.  M.  Gibson 
Submitted  to  Board 
of  Examination 

H.  A  Cobbs 
Ck.  B  of  Enx. 

No.  1131 

1839  Mar,  17,  J.  W.  PARKER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

(Beauchamp   Spring 
(March  17.  1839 
To  His  Excellency 

Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar 

president  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  Republic  of 
Texas 

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  citizen  of  Texas  respectfully 
sheweth  to  your  Excellency;  that  certain  armed  forces — citizens  of 
the  county  of  Nacogdoches  San  Augusteen  Shelby  and  Montgumery 
and  prehaps  othens  have  been  and  still  continues  to  be  roving  through 
the  country  in  defiance  of  the  civil  Laws ;  taking  the  Law  into  thare 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


494  Texas  State  Libraey 

own  hands,  and  not  only  threatning  but  actuly  piratically  executing 
thare  own  Laws  according  to  the  devises  of  thare  own  wicked  and 
malignant  dispositions;  Lynch  Law  is  the  only  code  they  respect  and 
enforce;  while  robbery  and  revenge  constitute  thare  rool  of  action 

Your  MemorialLst  feels  compelld  from  a  painfull  necessity  as  well 

1st.  The  depredators  complaind  of  have  violently  and  with  force 
as  from  a  regard  to  his  afflicted  family  and  a  duty  to  his  country  to 
set  fourth  the  following  facts 

1st.  The  depredators  complaind  of  have  violently  and  with  force 
and  arms,  seized  upon  the  persons  of  our  own  citizens  and  after  a 
mock  trial  have  sentencd  them  to  be  hangd  by  the  neck,  and  actually 
executed  the  sentence. 

2nd.  Thay  have  assumed  certain  inquisitorial  powers  and  by  the 
application  of  the  lash  and  other  instruments  of  torment,  have  endeav- 
erd  to  extort  confesions  from  those  sufering  individuals,  whose  per- 
sons they  have  outraged,  at  the  same  time  telling  the  suflfering  victim 
that  thay  would  release  him  if  he  would  but  implicate  others;  and 
while  grattifying  thare  demoniac  malignatey  thay  would  interogate 
the  sufferer  as  to  his  knowledge  of  others ;  if  shuch  or  such  a  man 
was  not  guilty,  and  when  the  answer  was  I  know  nothing  about  them, 
thay  would  threaten  to  kill  if  something  was  not  extorted  these  facts 
have  been  sworn  to  by  some  of  the  unfortunate  individuals  who  have 
been  obnoxious  to  thare  outrages  and  lawless  designs. 

3rd.  thay  have  caused  and  still  continue  to  create  great  alarm 
among  many  of  the  good  citizens  of  Texas 

4  thay  come  to  the  residence  of  your  Memoralist  in  his  absence 
and  told  his  family  that  thay  meant  to  kill  him  and  threated  his 
soninlaw,  (Goion  [  ?] )  that  if  he  did  not  leve  the  house  of  your  Me- 
morialist, (his  home)  thay  would  whip  him  and  destroy  the  property 

5th.  For  the  better  protection  of  my  family  and  the  safety  of  my 
own  life  as  well  as  the  preservation  of  my  property  (or  a  part  of  it) 
I  directed  my  family  to  move  to  the  citty  of  Houston  while  at  thare 
urgent  solicitation  I  was  induced  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  those  out- 
laws ;  but  with  such  malignant  Vigilence  did  these  userpers  of  the 
Law  watch  us;  that  my  family  to  ev[ade]  them  wase  so  exposed  to  the 
cold  rain  and  inclemenency  of  the  weather  as  not  only  to  endanger 
all  thare  lives  but  has  actually  taken  Four  of  my  belovd.  of  my 
family  to  thare  long  home;  (among  whome  was  my  daughter  Mrs. 
Plummer.  her  narative  is  herewith  tra[n]smitted.)'^®  While  my  Me 
property  that  I  have  made  by  an  Honest  industry  has  been  scatterd 
stolen  or  taken  by  violence ;  so  that  your  Memorialist  is  actuly  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  precure  the  necessarys  of  life  for  the  few  re- 
maining miserable  members  of  my  family 

Such  are  the  charges  and  such  the  facts  which  it  is  the  painfull 
duty  of  your  memorialist  to  lay  before  your  Excellency;  your  Memo- 
rialist is  aware  that  the  toung  of  calumny  has  not  spared  him  but  in 
the  conscienceness  of  his  own  integrity  he  has  challengd  proof,  touch- 
ing any  accusation  against  him  (see  Defe[nse]'^®  which  is  also  respect- 
fully submitted)  none  has  ever  dared  to  persent  itself.  Having  sirvd. 
his  country  in  a  civil  and  Milatarj''  capacity  and  put  fourth  his  feble 

"This  document  is  no  longer  with  the  Lamar  Papers. 
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and  humble  efforts  to  establish  his  independence  your  Memorialist 
cannot  but  f eell  that  he  has  some  clame  to  the  protection  of  his  Laws 
A  Lawless  band  of  Ruffins  is  abroad ;  the  Laws  set  at  defiance  pri- 
vate property  and  indevidual  lives  threatend,  and  in  several  in- 
stances distroyd.  To  whoom  then  under  Providence  shall  we  look  for 
protection  but  to  your  Excellency :  who  by  the  voice  of  the  people  art 
constituted  thare  protector,  and  the  defend  [e]r  of  the  Laws  your 
Memorialist  stands  reddy  to  produce  the  evidence  necessary  to  estab- 
lish these  allegations  he  has  made.  He  tharfore  prays  your  Excel- 
lency to  take  the  whole  matter  into  consideration  and  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  the  exigencey  of  the  cause  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Exatives 
may  deem  expedient 

And  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray 

Jas.  W.  Parker 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Excellency  J  W  Parker 

M  B  Lamar  Beachamps  Spring 

Houston  17ih,  March  39 

Texas  Applic.  for  Protection  &c 
per  favor  of 
Dr.  ToB.  Bailey 


No.  1132 

\1839f]  Mar  18,  G.  F.  LAWRENCE,  GALVESTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Denying  ever  having  used  language  derogatory  to  Lamar.    A.  L.  S. 

ip. 

Nq.  1133 

1839  Mar.  19,  HOUSTON,   [TEXAS],  CITIZEN'S  COMMITTEE 
(JOHN  R.  BEID  AND  OTHERS),  TO  [MIRABEAU  BUO- 
NAPARTE] LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Invitation  to  a  public  dinner  in  honor  of  General  Hamilton,  Thure- 
<iay,  [March]  21,  at  the  Capitol.    N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1134 

1839  Mar.  19,  JO[H]N  P.  COLES,  [WASHINGTON  COUNTY, 

TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Resigning  his  office  as  chief  justice  of  Washington  County  and 
recommending  Daniel  J.  Toler  as  his  successor.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
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No.  1135 

1839  Mar.  19,  J.  S.  MAYFIELD  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON! 

Nacogdoches 

19th.  March  1839 
To  His  Excellency 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 

President  Texas 
Dr.  Sir 

At  the  request  of  several  mutual  friends  I 
address  you  upon  the  subject  of  our  indian  relations  in  this  quarter 

I  am  informed  Mr  Martin  Lacy  and  Col.  Bean  have  in  the  last  few 
days  transmitted  to  you  the  details  of  a  talk  held  with  the  chiefs  of 
several  tribes  some  days  since. 

You  no  doubt  recollect  in  the  expressions  of  opinion  that  I  have 
given  upon  this  subject  that  I  concurred  wih  you,  in  the  line  of  policy 
to  be  pursued  towards  the  Indians —  and  more  especially  those  who 
have  during  the  last  fall  and  winter  participated  in  hostilities  against 
the  country. 

The  opinion  was  well  founded  at  one  time,  that  nothing  short  of  a 
severe  chastisement  of  those  tribes  would  give  quiet  to  the  country— 
Upon  a  review  however  of  the  whole,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that,  tfiat 
chastisement,  is  at  this  time  seriously  felt  by  them,  in  the  disappoint- 
ments they  have  met  with  in  the  hardships  and  privations  they  have 
experienced  in  the  warfare  of  the  last  winter,  and  in  the  destitution 
and  want  of  amfm]  unition  and  provisions  they  have  encountered, 
in  consequence  of  waging  war,  unaided,  and  alone,  contrary  to  their 
expectations,  as  promised  them  by  the  M[e]xican  allies. 

Th  [ey]  now  plainly  see  they  have  been  deceived  by  Cardovs  and 
that  Mexico  has  thrown  upon  the  whole  burthens  of  the  war,  rao^^ 
over,  distracted  and  divided  amongst  themselves,  peace  upon  any 
terms  is  the  only  alternative  left  theuL  I  do  not  make  any  sugges- 
tions with  the  view  of  changing  your  policy  upon  the  subject  of  oar 
indian  relations  generally.  I  concur  with  them,  and  will  at  all  times 
so  far  as  my  influence  extends  heartily  co-operate  with  you. 

But  let  me  assure  you,  that  without  compromitting  that  policy  in 
the  least,  from  a  close  observation  of  the  whole  matter,  I  am  dearly 
of  the  opinion  a  negociation  upon  the  most  favourable  terms,  securing 
to  the  country  friends  in  these  tribes  may  be  had. 

I  will  not  hazard  a  suggestion  as  to  the  terms,  but  whatever  may 
be  concluded  on,  will  I  am  satisfied  be  observed  in  good  faith  by  these 
indians,  because  it  is  and  they  so  fv]iew  and  admit  it  now  be  their 
policy  to  culitivate  with  us  the  most  friendly  relations.  If  their  over- 
tures are  heedlessly  rejected,  they  of  course  as  the  only  alternative 
left,  fly  again  at  once  to  arms,  and  bring  again  upon  this  frontier  all 
the  evils  and  confusion  of  border  warfare. 

Those  who  are  more  conversant  with  the  character  of  those  indians 
than  myself,  concur  in  the  opinions  I  have  here  stated;  Mr  Martin 
Lacy  relying  upon  their  fri[e]ndly  disposition,  is  in  town  at  this 
time  to  procure  cotton  seed  to  plant,  fifty  or  sixty  acres  of  cotton;  and 
so  with  our  whole  section  of  the  country —  Quiet  then  is  the  great 
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desideratum —  Whatever  line  of  policy  your  Excellency  may  adopt  to 
secure  that,  (It  matters  not  as  to  the  means,  so  the  result  is  the 
same,)  without  compromitting  the  honour  of  the  country  or  the  rights 
of  her  citizens,  which  I  know  will  never  be  sanctioned  at  your  hands 
— will  I  am  assured  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  people,  and 
strengthen  you  in  their  confidence  and  affection.  Peace  to  this  quar- 
ter, will  in  twelve  months  make  us  the  m[os]t  independent  people  to 
be  found —  for  all  have  gone  to  work  in  the  right  way —  with  peace 
the  resources  and  wealth  of  our  country  will  this  year  be  developed. 
Should  you  determine  to  test  the  fidelity  of  those  tribes  by  treaty 
or  negotiations  of  any  kind,  Genl.  Douglass  will  lend  his  aid  in  any 
manner  you  may  see  proper'  to  direct 

Very  respectfully 

Tour  friend 
&  obt  Sert 
James  S.  Mayfield 
I  have  read  the  foregoing  and  concur  in  the  views  entertained  by 
Mr  Mayfield 

respectfully 
Tour  frind 

&  obt  st 
K.  H.  Douglass 
[rubric] 

[Endorsed] 
Jaa  Mayfield 

Nacogdoches  19th.  Mch  1839 
Political  &c 


No.  1136 

1839  Mar,  20,  R[ICHARD]  G.  DUNLAP,  TREASURY  DEPART- 

MENT,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UO. 

NAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

On  an  order  for  paper.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1137 

1839  Mar.  20,  ASA  HOXET,  WASHINGTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  MIR- 
ABEAU B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Recommending  [Daniel  J.]  Toler  for  chief  justice  of  Washington 
County.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1138 

1839  Mar,  22,  JOHN  HEMPHILL,  WASHINGTON,  TEXAS,  TO 

MIRABEAU  B[UONAP ARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Daniel  J.  Toler  for  chief  justice  of  Washington  County. 
A.  L.  S.  1  p. 

32 — Litfary, 
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No.  1139 

1839  Mar.  22,  E.  W.  CULLEN,  SAN  AUGUSTINE,  [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Introducing  George  Lane.    A.  N,  S.    1  p. 

No.  1140 

1839  Mar.  23,  W.  ROBERTS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Galv^ton  23d  March  1839 
Your  Excellency- 
Dear  Sir 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  the  petition 
of  Joel  T.  Case  formerly  of  Mobile  now  of  Aransas  for  the  office  of 
notary  public  for  the  port  of  Aransas,  accmpanied  by  sundry  sub- 
scribers. It  is  sent  to  my  care  as  you  see,  accompanied  by  a  letter 
in  which  he  begs  I  will  favor  him  with  such  a  recommendation  as  I 
may  feel  willing  to  give  him.  ^* 

I  take  a  pleasure  in  recommending  him  to  you  for  the  office  he 
solicits  as  being  in  all  respects  deserving  it  &  none  better  qualified  to 
fill  it  with  credit  to  himself  &  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned 

Your  friend 

W.  Roberts 
His  Excellency 

M.  B.  Lamar 

P.  S.  I  have  just  reed  a  letter  from  Reuben  in  which  he  states  that 
almost  every  one  at  Aransas  are  open  mouthed  in  the  abuse  of  your 
Administration.  The  only  information  that  reaches  them  is  thro  the 
Civilian.  He  strongly  urges  the  propriety  of  sending  down  a  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  Intelligence  to  circulate  among  the  people.  It 
will  be  be  [sic]  well  to  send  it  to  Joe.  E.  Plumer,  Joel  T,  Case,  Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald,  Bartlett  Annibal,  all  in  short  whose  names  are  on 
the  enclosed  petition.  Tho  some  of  them  are  your  opposers,  I  think 
correct  information  would  effect  as  entire  revolution  in  public  senti- 
ment there  about. 

R- 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Ilis  Excellency  Dr.  W.  Roberts 

M.  B.  Lamar  Mch  23rd  1839 

Houston 

No.  1141 

1839  Mar.  23,  SAM  LUSK,  WASHINGTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  M[IBA- 
BEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Daniel  J.  Toler  for  chief  justice  of  Washington  County. 
A.  L.  S.  1  p. 

**Neither  of  these  documents  are  now  with  the  Lamar  Papers. 
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No.  1142 

1839  Mar.  23,  ROB[ER]T  MERRITT,  WASHINGTON,  [TEXAS], 

TO  MIRAB[E]A[U]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Daniel  J.  Toler  for  chief  justice  of  Washington  County. 
A.  L.  S.    Ip. 

No.  1143 

1839  Mar.  23,  ROBERT  STEVENSON,  WASHINGTON,  [TEXAS], 

TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Daniel  J.  Toler  for  chief  justice  of  Washington  County. 
A.  L.  S.    Ip. 

No.  1144 

1839  Mar.  23,  E.  JOHNS  &  CO.,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA], 

TOM[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Inquiry  regarding  the  probable  demand  for  the  proposed  new 
edition  of  White's  [Becopilacidn]  in  Texas;  sending  the  Louisiana 
Code  of  Practice;  the  English  edition  of  the  CwU  Code.    L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1145 

1839  Mar.  24,  S.  A.  ROBERTS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Confidential  Galveston  March  24th  1839 

Dear  General 

Since  I  have  left  Houston  I  have  casually  fallen  in 
with  a  number  of  gentlemen  from  different  sections  of  the  Country 
and  especially  from  the  west  nearly  all  of  whom,  speak  of  the  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  Politics  of  the  Telegraph  as  likely  to 
work  a  serious  injury  to  your  administration —  There  is  the  more 
fear  of  this  as  it  is  really  the  only  paper  which  is  known,  or  has  an 
extensive  circulation —  This  must  be  remedied, — If  you  trust  it  to 
Whiting  he  will  do  nothing — Satisfied  with  the  Government  print- 
ing he  will  take  no  pains  to  circulate  his  paper,  but  on  the  contrary 
would  prefer  to  print  only  numbers  enough  for  his  City  subscribers, 
as  they  are  really  the  only  ones  who  will  ever  pay —  Whiting  is 
essentially  selfish,  and  unless  he  is  watched  will  never  be  of  the 
least  service  to  you —  His  paper  never  even  reaches  this  place,  and 
Reuben  writes  from  Live  oak  Point  that  the  paper  is  only  known 
there  by  name,  while  the  Telegraph,  is  regularly  received,  and 
eagerly  perused  by  every  family —  That  these  constant  misrepre- 
sentations these  ** faint  praise"  articles,  with  so  much  affected 
candour,  should,  like  the  drop  of  water  upon  the  stone,  after  a  time 
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wear  out  the  confidence  and  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  is 
only  what  we  must  naturally  expect —  This  is  but  one  way  to  remedy 
this,  and  that  is  to  give  the  Intellegencer  the  same  or  a  greater  cir- 
culation than  that  enjoyed  by  the  Telegraph —  Whiting  must  not 
wait  for  the  subscribers  to  come  to  him —  He  must  send  the  paper 
to  every  m<m  whose  name  he  can  get —  and  for  this  purpose  it  would 
be  best  to  tell  Mr  Kansom  to  procure  a  list  of  the  most  influen[t]ial 
citizens  in  every  neighborhood  [and  have]  the  paper  regularly  sent 
to  them —  He  (Whiting)  will  tell  you  he  has  done  this,  but  he  few 
not, —  Mr  Jewett  will  no  doubt  see  it  done  if  ** talked  to''  prop- 
erly—  This  I  do  assure  you  is  a  matter  of  much  greater  importance 
than  you  think — ^And  I  feel  very  anxious  lest  you  throw  this  letter 
aside,  and  after  the  first  hour  either  forget  its  contents  or  neglect 
its  counsels —  Send  immediately  for  both  Whiting  and  the  Editor, 
and  take  some  measure  upon  the  subject — 

Mrs  Mather  &  Laura  have  both  been  quite  sick  since  their  return — 
It  was  luckey  they  came  down  when  they  did —  I  leave  in  the  Zavalla 
tomorrow —    You  are  expected  down  soon —    Good-bye 

Your  friend 
Saml  A  Roberts 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  S^ml.  A.  Roberts 

M.  B.  Lapiar  Galveston  24th.  Mch  1839 

Houston  Confidential 

No.  1146 

1839  Mar,  24,  W[ILLIA]M  BRYAN,  NEW  ORLEANS,    [LOUISI- 
ANA], TO  MIRABEAU  B[OUXAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Introducing  Samuel  Ellis.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1147 

1839  Mar,  24,    R[ICHARD]     G.    DUNLAP,    ON    BOARD    THE 

ZAVALA,  [GALVESTON?  TEXAS?],  TO  M[IRABEAU] 

B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Mr.  Todd.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1148 

1839  Mar,  25,  BARNARD  E,  BEE,  STEAM  PACKET  ZAVALA, 
[GALVESTON?  TEXAS?],  TO   [MIRABEAU  BUONA- 
PARTE LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  **Mr.  Todd — ^who  has  been  superintending  the  build- 
ing of  the  vessels  at  Baltimore — '*    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 
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No.  1149 

[1839]  Mar.  25,  W[ILLIA]M  McCRAVEN,  HOUSTON.  [TEXAS], 

TO  M[IRABEAU1  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Endorsing  J[ohn]  R.  Reid  for  district  attorney.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1150 

1839  Mar.  25,  JOHN  M.  WHITE,  RUSSELL  WARD  AND  JOHN 

ANDREWS,  TEXANA,  FTEXAS],  TO  JAMES  KERR, 

[TEXANA,  TEXAS] 

Inquiry  regarding  the  disposition  of  a  former  recommendation  of. 
Elijah  Stapp  for  chief  justice  of  Jackson  County ;  reiteration  of  the| 
endorsement.    L.  S.     1  p.  I 

Answer  appended,  1  p.;  see  no.  1151. 

No.  1151  ' 

1839  Mar.  25,  JAMES  KERR,  TEXANA,  [TEXAS] .  TO  ,TOHN  m! 

WHITE,  RUSSEL  WARD  AND  JOHN  ANDREWS,  ^ 

[TEXANA,  TEXAS]  J 

IB 

The  placing  of  the  recommendation  of  Elijah  Stapp  by  citizens  og 
Jackson  County  before  the  President;  answering  their  inquiry  (^ 
[Mar.  25].    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

Appended  to  no.  1150.  ib 

No.  1152  ;l 

1839  Mar.  26,  JAMES  ABERCROMBIE,  COLUMBUS,  GEORGIA. 
TOM[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  ,,,3 

TEXAS]  ,H,t 

Introducing  Charles  Cromlin.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1153 

1839  Mar.  26,  W.  J.  KYLE,  PRAIRIE  ISLAND,   [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,      ,oH 

[TEXAS] 

On  a  debt  due  Lamar  from  Col.  Gholson.    A.  L.  S.    1  p.  H 
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No.  11&4 

1839  Mar,  28,  H.  AUSTIN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

To  His  Excellency 

M  B  Lamar 

President  of  the  Republic 
&c  &c  &c 
Excellent  Sir 

Disposed,  as  I  am  to  bear  testimony  in  favor  of  all  or 
any  of  the  active  friends  of  Texas  in  the  hour  of  her  adversity,  I 
beg  leave  to  say  to  Your  Excellency,  that  when  I  was  in  New  Orleans 
in  the  Spring  of  1836,  (before  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,)  to  meet 
by  appointment,  S  iP  Austin,  Mr  Ellis,  (then  connected  with  the 
Texas  Agency,)  was  one  of  the  most  zealous  of  the  friends  of  Texas, 
I  have  not  forgotten,  that  at  that  gloomy  period,  Mr  Ellis  did 
many  times  entrap  me  into  public  meetings  at  the  rendezvous  for 
the  collection  of  the  people,  sick  as  I  was,  to  address  them  at  a  late 
hour  of  the  night,  and  often,  at  the  call  of  the  assembled  people, 
addressed  them  most  eloquently  himself 

]Mr  Ellis  is  an  applicant  for  the  office  of  Consul  for  the  Port  of 
New  York, 

I  was  told,  by  Mr  Consul  Robinson,  that  James  Treat,  the  man  of 
all  others  living  best  qualified  for  the  office,  and  better  fitted  to 
serve  the  Republic  in  Mexico,  than  any  man  I  know,  he  being  the 
one  person  who  has  had  tact  enough  to  command  the  implicit  con- 
fidence of  the  Mexican  chiefs,  Santa  Ana,  Barragan,  the  Rincons 
and  the  rest,  and  former  Consul  for  Mexico  by  appointment  of 
Santa  Ana,  and  my  secret  correspondent  on  Mexican  affairs,  had 
received  the  appointment  to  that  office, 

Mr  Ellis  informs  me  that  my  friend  Treat  is  at  the  point  of 
death — 

Should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  God  so  to  dispose  of  him,  I  say  freely 
to  your  Excellency  that  I  know  of  no  early  friend  of  Texas  better 
qualified  to  fill,  or  more  deserving  of  the  office  than  Mr  Ellis. 

Your  Excellency  is  fully  aware  of  my  repugnance  to  saying  one 
word  on  the  subject  of  appointments  to  office  Yet  a  sense  of  duty 
compels  me  to  bear  my  testimony,  when  called  upon,  in  favor  of 
those  friends  of  the  Texan  Cause  whom  I  have  seen  active  and 
Zealous  in  the  dark  hour 

I  have  the  honor 

to  subscribe  myself 

Your  Excelleucys 
Most  humble  Servant 
Henry  Austin 
[rubric] 
Houston  City  March  28  1839 

[Endorsed] 

Henry  Austin 

28th,  Mch  1839 
Recommending  Ellis  as  Consul  to  New  York — 
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No.  1155 

1839  Mar.  28,  G.  W.  HOCKLEY  TO  A.  S.  JOHNSTON,  [HOUSTON] 

Ordnance  Department 

28th  March  1839 
To 

The  Hon  A.  Sidney  Johnson 
Secretary  of  War 

Sir 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  the 
Department  of  War,  I  proceeded  to  examine  and  test  the  patent 
Rifles,  carbine  and  Pistol,  made  by  Mr  Colt,  at  Paterson  New  Jersey, 
United  States,  and  its  fitness  for  our  service,  and  have  the  honor 
to  report. — 

In  the  first  place,  my  objection  to  the  use  of  the  percussion  cap 
instead  of  the  flint  and  steel,  are  confirmed  by  this  experiment  pieces 
mi3sed  fire  very  frequently,  though  tried  with  various  caps,  for 
reasons  herein  after  to  be  explained. — 

In  the  second  place,  I  object  generally  to  very  quick  firing  in  action. 

—  the  French,  the  Spaniards,  the  Mexicans,  and  some  others,  fire 
quickly  and  from  the  hip —  (this  however  I  believe  has  been  exploded 
in  the  French  service  since  the  war  upon  the  Peninsula)  the  Ameri- 
can and  British  troops  fire  from  the  shoulder  and  generally  from 
si^t. —  'tis  needless  to  refer  to  the  Texian  Rifle,  or  their  fire  from 
the  musket —  in  firing  too  rapidly  it  is  difficult  if  not  impossible  to 
take  sight  at  the  object —  I  have  preferred  wounding  the  enemy, 
badly  if  possible,  but  wounding  in  preference  to  Killing  at  once, 
for  no  matter  how  great  a  vagabond  the  victim  may  be  to  his  mess, 
his  comrades  will  convey  him  to  the  rear,  and  You  have  then  three 
of  the  enemy  disposed  of,  for  the  time,  at  least —  this  I  am  aware 
is  not  a  general  rule,  a  line  to  be  broken,  or  hot  engagement  of 
any  kind,  will  not  come  under  its  influence,  but  there  the  bayonet 
is  the  great  auxiliary. 

In  the  third  place,  the  barrel  is  heated  to  such  a  degree  that  the 
soldier,  capnot  hold  it. —  upon  making  the  experiment,  in  the  summer 
of  1837  in  the  United  States  with  Cochran. —  (one  of  Colt's  on  the 
principle  now  presented,  but  not  quite  finished)  the  Baron  Hacket, 
and  I  think  some  other,  this  was  fully  proven,  Cochran  fired  his 
own,  and  did  not  put  on  the  glove  until  the  heat  of  the  barrel  became 
intolerable. —  the  Baron  was  obliged  to  put  on  a  second,  glove  on 
top  of  the  first,  before  he  had  fired  thirty  five  rounds. — 

In  the  fourth  place,  I  have  always,  discovered,  in  all  arms  upon 
the  revolving  principle,  that  more  or  less  dirt  (depending  of  course 
on  the  quality  of  the  powder)  remains  in  the  Chamber. —  this  it  may 
be  urged  is  the  case  with  the  common  arm,  which  is  true,  but  observe 
the  facility  with  with  it  is  removed  from  them;  loosened  in  a  moment 

—  with  the  ramrod  and  screw,  from  the  size  of  the  bore  it  may^ 
be  discharged,  from  the  muzzel  or  the  finest  part  instantly  blowa 
through  the  touch  hole,  or  if  need  be  the  breech  (being  kept  in  good 
order)  could  be  removed,  and  the  impedient  thrown  out,  a  wounded 
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gun  is  readily  repaired  on  the  field,  by  the  possession  of  a  common 
screw  driver  alone —  as  the  different  parts  are  now  made  in  mass 
and  afterwards  put  together. — 

This  elicits  my  fifth  objection,  to  the  improved  piece  (so  called) 
of  Mr*  Colts  and  all  others  of  the  like  discription,  which  is  the 
length  of  time  required  in  loading.  — ^unless  upon  the  principle  that 
the  discharge,  of  a  certain  number  of  rounds  (with  which  the  sol- 
dier is  duly  provided  previous  to  action)  should  annihilate  the 
enemy  entirely;  for  •after  the  discharge  of  his  cylinders  he  presents 
a  complete  and  positive  target  for  his  opponent. — 

A  sixth  objection  is  the  construction  of  the  lock  and  springs.— 
the  Rifle  is  cocked  by  forcing  back  a  spring  from  underneath  the  stock. 
— reaching  some  distance  behind  the  revolving  cylinders  (any  other, 
so  far  as  yet  known,  would  be  impracticable  except  such  as  here- 
inafter described  in  the  Carbine)  this  connects  with  the  springs 
placed  in  the  parts  of  the  stock  above,  and  are  three  in  number.— 
approaching  somewhat  to  the  action  of  the  German  hair  trigger.— 
the  hammer  strikes  the  cap  with  a  great  sweep,  and  decreased  force 
in  consequence  of  want  of  power  in  the  springs. —  this  might  prob- 
ably be  obviated. —  but  the  whole  formation  seems  to  me,  to  be  too 
complicated  for  use  in  the  field. 

The  Carbine  and  pistol  are  made  without,  the  lower  spring  referred 
to  above,  but  the  springs  in  the  stock  are  made  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  that  of  the  Rifle,  an  extensive  sweep  is  necessary  to  throw 
the  cock  sufficiently  back,  as  if  not  so  thrown,  it  would  be  in  the 
way  of  the  bead  at  the  muzzel,  thus,  thrown  back  forming  a  back 
sight,  but  the  whole  acting  by  such  springs  as  before  mentioned,  and 
objectionable,  from  their  want  of  power,  and  their  intricacy. 

The  fire  of  the  Rifle  and  carbine  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred 
Yards  was  rather  scattering,  but  effective —  the  carbine  was,  upon 
the  first  trial,  intentionally  overcharged  and  performed  well,  I  think 
it  a  better  arm  than  the  Rifle,  being  more  simplified,  and,  from  what 
cause  I  cannot  divine,  having  fired  with  more  accuracy. —  Mr  Puller 
is  in  possession  of  a  letter  from  an  ofl8cer  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  he  approves  the  Rifle,  so  far  as  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  trying  it —  but  the  carbine  was  not  then  finished. — 

I  can  readily  conceive  that  a  few  hundreds  of  the  carbines  in  our 
^rsenal  for  the  use  of  officers,  or  of  picked  cool  veterans  of  the  regy^ 
iars,  might  some  times  be  useful  for  flanks  or  light  service,  but  as 
Ml  issue  for  defence  or  in  the  hands  of  raw  troops  or  even  the  posses- 
§f^n  of  any  considerable  number  would  be  most  prejudicial  to  the 
service —  I  prefer  the  flint  and  steel  decidedly  for  the  arm  of  the 
SWdiery.— 

QP/^j^rmit  me  now  most  respectfully  to  call  Your  attention  to  another 
«^e  of  warfare,  which  has  been  for  some  time  under  the  considera- 
^V6^p,(0f  this  Department —  and  to  be  used,  if  practicable  against 
Ifei^xnfe^iians. —  which  is  the  employment  of  the  congreve  rocket, 
^f^rif l%pan  be  thrown  immediately  amongst  them  if  found  in  a  body  — 
ff^tS  terror  and  probable  confusion  if  within  their  vision —  and 
Wi^afely  render  them  victims  to  the  previous  arrangement  of  the 
t^lWWy^fling  officer;  one  anecdot[e]   is  still  vividly  in  the  recollec- 
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tion  of  many  in  the  United  States —  of  the  effect — novelty  of  attack 
has  some  times  upon  the  nerves. —  the  first  when  the  British  troops 
effected  a  landing  near  Baltimore  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  the  Militia  although  accustomed  to  all  varieties  of  fire  works, 
and  previously  warned  by  their  oflScers  of  the  appearance,  and  effect, 
of  the  Congreve  rocket  could  not  bring  themselves  to  stand  before 
its  shower —  the  other  in  which  General  Jackson,  used  artillery  with 
great  effect  against  the  Indians —  upon  which  they  broke,  declaring 
they  could  stand  any  fire  than  that  from  a  waggon. — 
As  signal  rockets  from  neighbouring  posts  and  detachments  they  are 
invaluable —  and  with  the  proposed  addition  to  the  armory  (which 
can  be  transported  to  another  site)  they  can  be  made  by  the  artisans, 
when  procured. — 

The  necessary  supply  of  fixed  ammunition  of  all  kinds  has  doubt- 
less suggested  itself  to  the  mind  of  the  Honorable  secretary  of 
War,  as  a  necessary  and  healthful  auxiliary  when  alacrity  of  fire 
is  required,  and  indeed  in  no  case  am  I  aware  that  it  is  deemed  objec- 
tionable, a  few  charges  have  been  made,  for  the  pieces  now  at  the 
Arsenal,  which  can  be  exhibited  if  required. —  but  the  diflSculty 
arises  in  our  power  to  manufacture  them. —  with  a  steam  Engine  of 
a  moderate  power  we*  should  be  able  to  accomplish  the  turning  of 
the  Sabot  for  which  the  turners  here  require  thirty  cents  each,  for 
about  10  to  1214  cents,  we  could  turn  moulds  for  our  rockets  if 
required  (the  metal  is  already  in  the  West  belonging  to  the  Repub- 
lic) cut  our  tin  and  form  canisters  and  decrease  the  expenses  of  the 
armory,  more  than  one  half,  by  using  machinery  for  polishing  &c 
&c —  I  am  informed  that  such  an  Engine  as  we  should  require,  could 
be  purchased  in  the  United  States,  for  less  than  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  latter  three  subjects  have  been  frequently  urged,  first  to  my 
predecessor  in  the  Department  of  War,  and  also  whilest  holding  the 
Station  You  so  honorably  fiU^ —  attribute  my  repetition  of  it  to  my 
zeal  in  the  cause  for  which  we  are  all  naturally  solicitous 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
very  respectfully 
Your  obt  Servt 
Geo  W.  Hockley 
Col  of  Ordnance 

[Endorsed] 

Copy  Ordnance  Report 
28th  March  1839 
referred  to  in  the  ordinance  report. 

No.  1156 

1839  Mar.  29,  LEAGUE,  ANDREWS  &  COMPANY,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Sending  an  overcoat  presented  by  Peter  Wilson,  of  Baltimore,  a 
partner  of  the  firm.    N.  S.    1  p. 
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1839  Mar,  29,  S.  WHITCOMB  TO  [M.  B.  LAjVIAE] 

Springfield,  Vermont,  29  March 

1839. 
To  His  Excellency 

President  Lamar. 
Sir.  I,  several  months  since,  addressed  a  communication  to  a  friend 
at  Washington  "City,  inquiring  what  provision  was  made  in  Texas 
for  the  support  or  establishment  of  primary  public  schools—  & 
offering  to  visit  that  Republic  with  a  view  to  aid  in  establishing  such 
Institutions.  Not  having  obtained  such  information  as  I  then 
sought—  &  noticing  in  a  newspaper  that  the  subject  had  recently 
occupied  the  attention  of  a  Committee  of  your  Legislature —  I  have 
resolved  to  address  some  one  connected  with  the  Government  there- 
with a  view  to  this  important  enterprise.  The  establishment  of 
** Common  Schools*'  as  we  call  our  public  Free  Seminaries  in  New 
England —  for  young  children  generally —  in  every  settlement;— 
the  construction  of  suitable  Buildings  for  them,  the  supply  of 
Teachers ;  male  &  Female,  &  of  the  Books  &«  which  might  not  be 
readily  procurable —  would  constitute  the  objects  of  my  efforts! 
To  do  this —  thoroughly —  I  would  propose  the  following  plan  of 
operations. 

But  before  proceeding —  I  have  to  mention —  that  we  are  to  hold 
an  American  National  Common  School  Convention,  in  Philadelphia- 
next  November ;  at  which  I  look  for  Delegates  from  all  parts  of  the 
Union ;  &  I  wish  to  be  present  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  all  possi- 
ble information  of  the  best  methods  of  Instruction,  government 
&c  &c.  I  doubt  not  that  a  Delegation  from  Texas  would  be  wel- 
comed by  all  who  might  belong  to  the  Convention.  From  there  I 
could  proceed  to  your  Country  &  engage  immediately  in  the  work 
proposed. 

My  plan  would  be  to  visit  personally  all  such  places  as  might  be 
deemed  worthy  of  earliest  attention;  To  converse  with  &  Lecture 
to  the  Inhabitants  on  the  whole  subject;  and  to  aid  them  in  com- 
mencing their  neighborhood  Schools.  Wherever  Teachers  could  be 
procured  among  themselves —  I  should  recommend  their  employ- 
ment ;  but  when  they  could  not  be  thus  procured —  I  would  aid  in 
obtaining  them  [from]  these  States,  or  Europe.  My  plan  would 
contemplate  [the]  employment  of  Young  Ladies  as  the  Teachers  of 
all  children  under  ten  years —  unless  in  cases  of  peculiar  precocity— 
or  diflSculty  of  government.  I  should  also  labour  to  economise  the 
^xpence  of  these  Schools  as  much  as  practicable.  The  moral,  social 
&  Domestic  virtues —  unconnected  with  any  sectarion  or  party 
Creed —  would  be  aimed  at  sacredly.  It  would  be  my  object  only 
to  contribute  such  suggestions  &  efforts  as  would  be  found  useful  in 
establishing  these  Schools —  &  putting  them  under  the  direction  of 
the  Citizens  whose  children  they  were  designed  to  benefit ; —  &  there 
to  leave  them.  In  doing  this  I  should  apply  all  the  Experience  of 
twenty  five  years  citizenship  in  these  States — ^to  the  best  attainable 
results.     I  am  extensively  acquainted  with  the  New  England  School 
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System —  &  know  personally  many  Teachers,  &  others  interested  in 
Education. 

I  am  expecting  to  visit  the  States  on  the  Mississippi  this  season — 
&  possibly  could  also  visit  Texas —  if  requested  &c.  My  address 
will  be  for  the  present  at  Boston,  Massts. 

I  can  refer  to  Governor  Everett  of  Massachusetts —  Governor 
Jenison  of  Vermont —  Professor  Deane  of  Albany ;  Doctr  Holmes  of 
Winthrop  Maine;  Revd  Mr  Thurston  of  Windsor,  Vermont;  John 
Neal  Esqr  of  Portland  Maine;  Revd  Professor  Brooks  of  New  York^ 
Honl.  A.  H.  Everett,  John  Reed  &  Governor  Lincoln  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Also  to  the  Honorable  William  Cost  Johnson  of  Maryland,. 
&  The  Commissioner  of  The  General  Land  Office  at  Washington 
City.  You  have  a  friend  in  New  York,  I  believe  with  whom  I  once 
had  a  slight  acquaintance  at  Boston —  Major  Norton;  but,  on  this 
subject —  we  have  never  conferred.  I  know  the  venerable  Judge 
White  of  Tennessee —  &  could  probably  refer  to  many  others  in  the 
Union — should  you  wish  testimonials.  If  you  think  it  worth  while 
to  favour  my  project  &  wish  to  write  me —  please  to  subscribe  your 
letter  &  address  it  to  the  care  of  George  Hallet  Esqr  merchant 
Boston — Mass.  I  trust  Sir,  that  no  apology  will  be  necessary  to 
You  on  a  s[ubjec]t  so  vitally  important  to  the  happiness  &  pros- 
perity of  a  Free  people.  Occupying  some  of  the  best  Territory  & 
enjoying  the  finest  climate —  &  located  in  the  most  commanding 
position  on  our  Continent,  I  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the 
period  when  Texas  will  be  to  the  Nations  of  South  &  North  Ameri- 
ca, what  New  York  State  is  to  the  people  of  our  own  East  &  West. 
I  behold  with  delight  the  progress  of  moral  &  intellectual  improve- 
ment towards  the  sunny  regions  of  Mexico  &  South  America.  I 
sincerely  pray  Heaven  to  grant  you  &  the  distinguished  Govern- 
ment with  which  you  are  connected  all  its  light  &  direction  &  best 
providential  blessings  in  laying  the  foundations  of  a  great  &  glorious^ 
Empire.  I  truly  wish  you  a  rapid  accession  to  your  population 
among  the  best  instructed  &  most  enlightened  Nations  of  the  Earth. 
And  that  in  all  those  Institutions  which  contribute  to  the  civeliza- 
tion  and  advancement  of  Nations,  and  races  of  men,  Your  Republic 
may  abound —  so  that  she  shall  become  a  light  to  the  nations  beyond' 
her. 

The  pregress  of  settlement  by  the  Anglo  Saxon  race —  toward  Cali- 
fornia &  Columbia  River  will  depend  much,  [in]  my  view,  on  your  Suc- 
cess; and  before  the  close  of  the  present  Century —  will  I  trust  have- 
planted'  the  Standard  of  Freedom  &  Virture  on  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific —  from  the  Settlements  of  Russia  to  the  ancient  settlements, 
from  Spain. 

Very  respectfully 

Your  friend  &  servant 
Samuel  Whitcomb  Jr 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

For  Saml  Whitcomb  Jr 

His  Excellency  Springfield  Vermont 

The  President  of  Texas  21st.  Mch  1839 

at  Houston  

Interrogations  &  c 
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1839  Mar.  29,  [J.  P.]  HENDERSON  TO  M.  HUNT 

**  Paris  March  29th  1839 
Copy 

**My  Dear  General, 

'*Many  weeks  have  elapsed  since  I  received 
any  thing  from  you  and  I  am  in  rather  an  ill  humour  with  you  and 
feel  now  in  a  good  passion  for  scolding.  How  is  it  that  yojii  together 
with  the  rest  of  my  friends  continually  urge  upon  me  to  write  you 
the  news  of  this  country  which  can  be  of  little  interest  to  you  when 
at  the  same  time  you  disregard  entirely  my  most  urgent  solicita- 
tions to  you —  begging  you  to  give  me  the  news  local  and  general- 
political  and  private  from  our  own  country  which  you  ought  to 
believe  I  am  ever  anxious  to  hear?  I  will  have  no  excuse—  plead 
guilty  and  promise  reformation  at  least.  It  is  strange  that  I  hear 
nothing  from  any  of  you  upon  the  subject  of  the  visit  of  the  French 
Agent  to  Texas.  I  have  been  remaining  here  since  November  last 
solely  with  the  hope  that  his  report  may  be  favourable  to  Texas- 
such  as  to  authorize  this  Government  to  recognize  her.  The  King 
in  a  conversation  wkh  General  Coss  a  few  days  since  informed  him 
that  he  expected  tliat  Agent  had  arrived  in  Texas  in  January  and 
that  his  Government  would  soon  be  in  possession  of  his  report  and 
that  the  future  position  of  France  towards  Texas  depended  greatly 
upon  its  nature  &c.  &c.  The  King  seems  to  understand  pretty  well 
the  present  position  of  Texas  and  will  certainly  not  be  averse  to  her 
recognition  provided  the  facts  reported  warrant  that  step.  The 
change  of  ministry  will  I  fear  delay  me.  The  Successor  of  Count 
Mole  will  in  all  probability  be  Mr  Thiers  who  is  a  liberal  politician 
but  I  suppose  he  knows  but  little  of  the  Texian  question.—  there- 
fore I  shall  perhaps  be  compelled  to  commence  de  novo  with  him. 
I  will  howe[ve]r  not  fail  to  urge  the  matter  strongly  upon  the  new 
ministry  as  soon  as  I  learn  that  they  have  received  thier  Agents 
report.  I  very  much  wish  that  I  was  now  in  Texas  as  I  would  like 
above  all  things  to  be  in  the  next  Congress  in  the  house  of  Repre- 
sentatives. I  have  many  laws  and  amendment  to  laws  to  propose- 
some  of  which  it  seems  to  me  are  indispensable  to  the  welfare  of 
Texas.  I  shall  certainly  be  in  Texas  before  November  next  and  did 
I  know  how  to  move  about  it  I  would  be  a  Candidate  for  Congress 
in  Harrisburg  County  provided  always  I  saw  that  my  election  was 
sure.'* 

**I  mentioned  to 

you  that  Mcintosh  wished  to  remain  here  or  in  England  as  my  suc- 
cessor provided  the  two  Countries  recognize  Texas.  I  presume  that 
in  that  event  a  minister  will  be  appointed  to  each  Court.  I  shalUs 
soon  as  this  Government  disposes  of  the  question  of  recognition 
return  to  England  and  leave  the  business  here  in  charge  of  Mcintosh, 
provided  we  are  recognized.  I  cannot  be  detained  in  England  many 
weeks  as  that  Government  will  be  obliged  to  say  yea  or  nay  after 
France  shall  have  answered  me  decidedly.'' 

**I  have  spent  my  time  here  as  agreeably  as  I  could 
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have  done  in  any  country.  My  position  enables  me  to  obtain  the 
entree  to  the  best  society.  The  consequence  has  been  that  I  have 
been  compelled  to  spend  much  more  money  than  is  convenient  for 
me  to  spare  from  my  private  fortune ' ' 

**The  truth  is  the  Government  will 
be  compelled  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  Ministers  in  this  country  and 
England  otherwise  no  one  except  a  man  of  fortune  can  afford  to 
hold  the  oflSce.  My  health  has  suffered  much  of  late  from  the 
severity  of  the  climate  and  I  must  spend  the  next  winter  in  the 
South.  Remember  me  most  Kindly  to  Genls.  Lamar,  Johnson,  and 
Dunlap  ad  well  [as]  other  friends 

Yours  truly 
signed  Henderson ' ' 

To 

Genl.  Memucan  Hunt 

Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Houston 
Texas 

No.  1159 

1839  Mar,  30,  HENRY  S[TUART]  FOOTE,  NEW  ORLEANS, 

[LOUISIANA],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Introducing  Mr.  Buckley,  of  Mississippi.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1160 

1839  Mar,  30,  R[ICHARD]   G.  DUNLAP,  NEW  ORLEANS, 

[LOUISIANA],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Ed.  Howard.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1161 

1839  Mar,  31,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LATVIAR 

New  Orleans 
March  31st  1839 
My  Dear  Sir 

I  found  on  my  arrival  here  that  Mr  Reilley  had  not 
negociated  the  Loan  and  had  left  the  Bonds  in  the  safe  keeping  of 
a  friend,  and  therefore  within  my  reach  if  they  could  be  made 
available  to  raise  Money. — 

Altho'  I  could  have  hypothecated  them 

whilst  I  was  here,  on  my  way  to  Texas  if  his  Loan  had  not  then  been 
depending,  since  my  departure  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  there  haar 
arisen  such  an  intense  pressure  for  Money  that  the  Bank  which 
could  have  then  made  the  negociation  can  not  now  hazard  the  issue 
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of  its  notes  for  the  amount  wanted.    Money  indeed  out  of  doors  in 
-the  hands  of  Brokers  is  worth  4  pr  Cent  pr  month. — 

I  am  endeavoring  however  to  get  an 

Endorsee  to  endorse  my  own  Draft  on  the  worth  of  a  pledge  of  the 
•  Stock  and  trust  I  may  succeeded  in  getting  you  one  or  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  Indian  Campaign  in  this  way. —  I  shall 
«have  to  give  a  bonus  for  the  rest  of  the  endowments  which  will  make 
the  negociation  equal  to  about  80  for  the  Bonds. —  Twenty  per 
'Cent  better  than  the  amt  at  which  they  have  been  previously  con- 
tditionally  sold  by  Mr  Reilley 

I  will  write  you  fully  by  the  Zavala  &  remain  in  the 
mean  time  in  great  haste  but  with  sincere  Esteem  my  Dear  Sir — 

Very  respectfully 
Bis  Excellency  &  truly  Yours. — 

M.  B.  Lamar  J.  Hamilton 

Presdt.  of  Texas  [rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  Genl.  Hambleton 

M.  B.  Lamar.—  N  Orleans  31  Mch  1839 

Presdt.  of  the  

Republic  of  Texas  Financial 
Houston 

No.  1162 

1839  Mar.,  M.  B.  LAMAR.    ADDRESS  TO  HARRISBURG 
VOLUNTEERS*** 

Address 

To  the 

Harrisburg  Volunteers — 


Executive  Department 
Houston  March    1839. 
Soldiers 

The  alacrity  with  which  you  have  obeyed  the  call  for  Volun- 
teers to  march  in  defence  of  the  frontier  invaded  by  a  savage  foe, 
entitles  you  to  he  lasting  gratitude  of  your  country,  and  will  be 
remembered  by  the  Executive  only  to  be  rewarded.  In  obeying  the 
call  of  your  country,  you  go  where  the  field  of  glory  is  equally  open 
for  distinction  to  the  Field-Officer  and  to  the  private  soldiers.  I 
feel  satisfied  that  each  one  [of]  you  will  meet  the  enemies  of  your 
country  as  becomes  free  and  gallant  men,  contending  for  the  lives, 
the  property  and  the  domestic  quiet  of  your  fellow-countrymen. 

You  will  be  ordered  to  mach  to  the  invaded  portion  of  the  Repub- 
lic on  the  Colorado,  to  co-operate  with  your  compatriots  now  in  the 
field.  I  hope  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  reaching  the  point  of 
destination.  But  above  all  things,  I  beg  you  to  remember  that  your 
•enemy  is  vigilant  and  treacherous,  accustomed  to  the  wilderness,  and 

•HUopy.    In  no.  361. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  op  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  511 

well  skilled  in  dessultory  warfare.  You  must,  therefore,  feel  not 
only  the  importance  of  equal  vigilance  and  activity  on  your  part, 
but  also  the  high  necessity  of  preserving  order  subordination  and 
perfect  concert  of  action  among  yourselves.  You  must  change  the 
habits  of  the  citizen  for  the  rigid  discipline  of  the  soldier.  It  will 
be  your  duty  to  obey  your  commanding  officers,  and  in  all  things 
conform  to  the  military  regulations  of  your  Government,  as  becomes 
good  soldiers  and  faithful  patriots.  Such  conduct  will  bring  great 
good  to  your  country,  and  glory  to  yourselves. 

The  Executive  regrets  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  furnish  you 
with  horses  at  present  beyond  what  is  necessary  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  your  baggage.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  Government  can 
raise  the  requisite  means  to  supply  you,  you  shall  all  be  mounted; 
and  the  noble  example  which  you  have  set  in  thus  magnanimously 
stepping  forth  to  encounter  on  foot  the  toil,  hardships  and  priva- 
tions incident  to  our  servise  will  con-constitute  [sic]  a  high  claim  to 
promotion ;  and  I  shall  be  proud  to  reward  such  patriotism  by  giving 
you  an  honorable  station  in  the  select  Regiment  which  is  to  be 
placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Karnes  in  the  anticipated 
expedition  to  Santa  Fee. 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar. 

No.  1163 

1839  Mar,,  LEVI  JONES  AND  OTHERS,  GALVESTON,  [TEXAS] 

Invitation  to  a  ball  at  the  **New  Hotel"  on  Monday,  Apr.  22,  to 
commemorate  the  Battle  of  San  Jacinto.    Broadside. 

No.  1164 

[1839  Mar.],  S.  L.  B.  JASPER,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO  M[IRA. 
BEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  as  district  attorney  for  the  second 
judicial  district.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1165 

1839  Mar,,  E.  W.  CULLEN,  SAN  AUGUSTINE,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]   B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Endorsing  K.  L.  Anderson  for  appointment  in  the  **Ou8tom-House 
Department"  to  succeed  Col.  Horton.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
Note  of  approval  of  E.  Rains  appended. 

No.  1166 

[1839  Apr,  1],  JAMES  W.  SIMMONS,  [HOUSTON?  TEXAS],  TO 
[MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON? 

TEXAS] 

Offering  the  service  of  his  pen  to  Lamar.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 
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No.  1167 

1839  Apr,  1,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

New  Orleans 
April  1st.  1839.— 
My  Dear  Sir. 

-I  am  gony  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  the 


very  unfavorable  intelligence  received  by  yesterdays  mail  from  the 
North  of  the  dreadful  panic  prevailing  in  the  Money  Market  in  New^ 
York  the  very  general  apprehension  that  war  may  take  place  between 
G.  B.  &  the  tj.  S.  not  a  Bank  here  would  take  My  Exchange  secured 
by  one  of  the  first  Endorcers  in  this  City  and  on  an  hypothecation  of 
the  8  pr  Cent  Bonds. — Indeed  as  I  wrote  you  Money  is  worth  4  pr  cent 
pr  month  out  of  doors  and  the  best  Notes  are  thrown  out  in  the  dif- 
ferent Banks  here  which  are  doing  nothing —  — The  Bonds  cannot 
be  sold  here  for  50  Cents  on  the  Dollar,  and  I  would  recommend  their 
immediate  withdrawal  from  the  Market,  &  until  I  can  get  on  to  the 
North  &  see  what  I  can  do,  with  the  5  Million  Bonds  which  if  negoci- 
ated  you  will  not  want  the  8  pr.  Cent.  Bonds  cashed. —  In  the  mean 
time  you  will  have  to  issue  your  promissory  notes.  The  Star  Notes 
will  I  am  told  sell  here  for  a  larger  price  than  the  8  pr.  Cent.— 

I  would  have  taken 
the  8  pr  Cent  Bonds  on  with  me  to  Charleston  &  endeavoured  there  to 
have  raised  $200,000  by  hypothecating  them  but  Mr  Erwin  with  whom 
Mr  Reilley  left  them  in  special  deposit  did  not  feel  himself  author- 
ized to  deliver  them  up  to  be  taken  out  of  New  Orleans  ivithout  Mr, 
Beilleys  order. — 

^You  shall  be  constantly  advised  of  my  movements,  i 

such  advices  as  may  influence  the  chances  of  my  success.  I  shedl  on 
my  own  responsibility  raise  Money  enough  to  send  to  your  Ministers 
to  Mexico  i&  the  U.S.  — 

I  remain 

Dear  Sir 

with  the  highest  consideration 
&  esteem 
Very  respecy. 
Tour  obt  Set 
J  Hamilton 

[rubric] 
His  Excellency 
M.  B.  Lamar. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  Genl  Hamilton 

M.  B.  Lamar  N.  0.  Apl  1st.  1839 

Presdt.  of  Texas  Official 

Houston 
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No.  1168 

1839  Apr.  i,  G.  DE  STOCKFLETH,  HOUSTON,    fTEXAS],  TO 

MIRABEAU  BfUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  as  surveyor  and  engineer  to  survey 
and  lay  out  the  new  seat  of  government.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1169 

1S39  Apr.  4,  R.  G.  DUNLAP  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

New  Orleans 
April  4th  1839. 
My  Dear  Sir 

My  business  detained  me  here  until  this  time.  I  leave  in  the  morning 
for  Washington  up  the  river  and  will  write  on  my  arrival.  Colo  Bee 
has  gone  to  Pensacola,  to  try  and  meet  with  Mr.  Ellis —  The  French 
Consul,  who  was  expelled  from  Tabasco  during  the  French  blockade, 
left  here  two  days  since  with  dispaches  frx>m  his  Govrt  to  the  French 
admiral  at  Vera  Cruz.  He  s  a  warm  hearted  friend  to  the  federal 
party,  who  compose  as  he  says  three  fourths  of  Mexico —  He  has 
promised  to  give  me  all  the  news  favorable  to  Texas  &  to  aid  Colo 
Bee  &c —  Mr  Beal  has  acted  strangely  to  say  the  least,  with  the  Vicks- 
burgh  bank —  This  bank  was  paying  par  for  the  bonds,  and  I  regret 
that  I  did  not  go  with  Mr.  Reily,  as  I  then  &  now  believe  we  could 
have  got  the  moaiey —  The  Casheer  of  the  bank  is  here —  Beal  forced 
the  bank  to  a  Compromise  as  he  held  $1,300,000.  of  their  funds—  The 
bank  takes  from  him  $80,000.  of  our  funded  debt  at  par.  The  news 
of  lord  Wellington's  speech  relative  to  the  Maine  &  bondds  difficulty 
gave  a  panic  here  and  prevented  the  banks  from  loaning  money  on 
the  bonds — .  I  am  well  satisfied  that  this  difficulty  will  be  settled,  as 
a  war  would  be  ruinous  to  the  Commercial  interest,  of  both  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States. 

Genl  Hamilton  is  very  solicitous  that  the  bonds  of  the  one  million 
shall  not  be  sold  to  a  bank,  as  he  thinks  it  may  cripple  the  sale  of 
the  five  million  bonds  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

Mr  Reilly  has  left  the  bonds  here  with  a  contract  at  $75-00  in  the 
$100.  but  Mr.  Irwin  says  the  time  has  elapsed  and  the  bank  will  not 
take  them  at  present. 

To  save  Mr  Reily  feelings,  and  he  is  a  man  of  integrity,  I  would 
advise  that  you  order  him  to  Philidelphia  and  there  sell  with  the 
advise  of  Genl  Hamilton —  He  is  willing  to  go,  and  this  arrangement 
will  be  acceptable  to  Genl  Hamilton —  I  agreed  with  him  to  write  you 
to  this  effect.  Mr  Reily  will  be  here  in  about  one  week — .  Mr.  Bid- 
die  has  resigned  as  the  news  of  this  morning  announces —  This  may 
drive  the  bonds  of  the  five  million  loan  direct  to  Europe —  He 
seesf  ?]  the  propriety  to  sell  the  bonds  of  the  one  million  soon —  Mr 
Fuller  of  Philidelphia  offered  me  $200,000.  &  to  take  the  bonds  at 

33 — Library. 
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par —  Hamilton  said  he  would  resign  if  I  made  the  trade.  His  bank 
has  but  little  notoriety  here  and  the  bankers  differed  about  its  credit— 
This  can  be  ascertained  on  our  arrival  in  Philedelphia  and  Mr.  Puller 
says  its  a  specie  paying  bank  and  as  good  as  Mr  Biddle's— 
This  sum  will  answer  the  present  demands  for  your  Indian  Campaign. 
I  send  the  saddles  &c  purchased  by  Colo  Caldwell,  with  this  Contract 
that  the  Govet  will  give  a  bill  or  Check  on  the  north  in  90  days  with 
interest  or  send  over  the  promisory  notes  and  sell  them  &  pay  the 
debt —  Mr  MGhee  will  furnish  all  the  saddles  &c  which  you  may  want 
on  the  same  terms —  That  is  90  days  after  the  articles  shall  be  deliv- 
ered.    He  can  fill  your  order  in  50  days. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  can  purchase  provisions  on  the  same 
terms  I  have  spoken  to  several  Judges  relative  to  the  matter—  The 
Consul  here  can  make  the  Contract  by  the  authority  of  the  Seety  of 
war  &  navay,  coming  as  instructions  from  you —  I  woaild  have  made 
the  Contract  but  having  no  authority  and  there  being  no  press  for  the 
provisions,  I  deemed  it  best  to  await  your  sanction  and  instruction. 
As  I  am  out  of  your  Cabinet,  I  can  now  speak  without  a  charge  of 
self  adulation.  Public  Confidence  has  rallied  around  your  adminis- 
tration very  firmly,  and  this  has  done  more  for  Texas  in  this  City  & 
the  U — Sts  than  anything  which  has  occured  since  the  organisation  of 
the  Govet.  The  hopes  &  prospects  of  the  republic,  in  our  father  land 
are  advancing  &  brightening  daily.  I  hope  you  will  allow  me  to  urge 
the  propriety  of  receiving  Texas  money  at  par  for  passages  &c  in  the 
Zavala —  If  you  value  the  money  at  50  cts  how  can  y<m  expect  others 
to  do  more.  I  would  rather  see  her  burnt  than  allow  her  to — ^under 
value  the  national  Credit —  Let  the  price  be  $40 —  in  Texas  money 
and  make  but  one  trip  &  it  will  raise  the  value  of  our  paper.  The 
Zavalla  is  not  and  cannot  be  made  a  war  vessel —  She  may  be  an  aux- 
iliary to  tow  vessels,  carry  men  &c  to  given  points,  but  she  can  not 
carry  either  fuel  or  metal  enough  to  allow  her  to  float  with  success 
&  honor  in  the  Gulph.  Mr  Elys  the  French  Consul  alluded  to,  gave 
it  as  his  opinion  that  the  late  Convention  between  admiral  Baudin 
and  the  Mexicans,  th[r]ough  the  mediation  of  the  British  minister 
Mr  Packinham  would  not  be  ratified  by  the  Congress  of  Mexico- 
Fifteen  days  was  the  time  allowed  for  ratification.  In  the  event  of  a 
rejection  the  war  will  be  prosecuted  with  vigor  by  the  Frwich.  The 
signs  are  this  way  Colo  Woodlief  and  Colo  Morehouse  or  either  or 
both  will  take  500  men  from  this  City  to  Tampico  to  join  the  federal- 
ist under  Genl  Mexia,  who  has  lately  whiped  the  Centralists.  I  prom- 
ised to  write  you  on  this  subject —  yoin  will  have  to  pay  $10,000  for 
the  transportation  of  the  men  who  will  sail  under  the  flag  of  the  U, 
sts,  and  seem  to  be  mere  volunteers  from  this  City  ta  aid  Genl  Mexia, 
who  has  some  friends  in  this  City —  this  may  embarass  Colo  Bee's 
ifiission  but  it  can  be  done  so  as  not  to  Commit  the  Republic —  ypu 
can  think  of  this,  and  if  you  agree  to  pay  the  passage  &c  authorise 
Morehouse  as  your  Consul  to  draw  on  the  Govet  for  $20,000  as  this 
will  be  ample.  Colo  Woodlief  will  resign  if  he  goes.  Write  him  or 
Morehouse. 
I  believe  that  1000  Americans  at  this  time,  would  give  the  federal 
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party  the  ascendency —  Mr  Elys  says  that  all  the  federalists  are  ap- 
posed to  the  myasion  of  Texas. 

Yours  very  Respfully 
Your  Friend 
&  humble  sevt 
R.  G.  Dunlap 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Exclley  R  G  Dunlap 

M.  B.  Lamar  N  Orleans  Apl  4th 

President  official 
of  the  Republic  of 


Texas. 


No.  1170 


1839  Apr,  4,  K.  H.  MUSE,  NACOGDOCHES,  [TEXAS],  TO  M[IR- 
ABEAU]   B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Endorsing  K.  L.  Anderson  for  collector  of  the  port  of  Sabine.  A. 
L.  S.  1  p. 

No.  1171 

1839  Apr.  4,  E[D]W[AR]D  BURLESON,  BASTROP,   [TEXAS], 

TO  M[IRABEAU1  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Major  Horatio  Griffith  for  quartermaster  general  in  case 
of  Col.  I.  W.  Burton's  non-acceptance  of  the  appointment.  A.  L. 
S.    1  p. 

No.  1172 

1839  Apr.  5,  J  [AMES]  B.  RANSOM,  EXECUTIVE  DEPART- 

MENT,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  JAMES  KERR, 

[TEXANA,  TEXAS] 

Acknowledging  for  the  President  the  receipt  of  Kerr's  letter  of 
[Mar.]  25,  and  announcino:  the  appointment  of  J.  H.  Mclntyre  [as 
chief  justice  of  Jackson  County].    A.  Df.  S.  1  p.- 

No.  1173 

1839  Apr,  5,  SAM[UE]L  A[LEXANDER]   ROBERTS,  MOBILE, 

[ALABAMA],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B(UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Thomas  Bates.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 
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No.  1174 

1839  Apr,  J/S.  PLUMMER  TO  [M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON] 

New  Orleans^—  April  5th  1839.— 
Dear  General, 

Your  favor,  through  the  Sect  at  War —  tendering  me  a  Captn. 
Commission  has  been  reed  and  I  accept  of  course —  any  thing  in  the 
way  of  helping  the  country  of  our  adoption. —  I  shall  set  about 
studying  Cavalry  tactics  forthwith —  and  I  hope  to  be  the  first 
oflRcer  in  service  in  appearance  and  skill. —  The  Company  will  con- 
sist of  64  men. —  Give  me  a  fancy  uniform  of  Red  and  I  can  enlist 
first  rate  men —  nothing  like-  a  dashing  uniform. —  and  then  when 
you  visit  the  S.  West  to  receive  you  with  a  splendid  uniform—  to 
say  the  least — it  will  be  very  gratifying. —  Who  are  to  be  my 
Li[eluts —  and  who  the  other  Captains. —  There  is  a  fine  fellow  here 
a  Coin  E.  H.  Kelly  that  is  spoken  of  highly  as  a  military  man  and 
anxious  to  join  the  Texas  Cavalry  service. —  Is  there  any  room  for 
him? —  From  what  I  have  heard  and  seen  of  him,  he  would  be  an 
acquisition. —  Should  he  suit  us,  I  learn,  he  has  made  application  I 
should  like  to  have  him  with  us. —  that  would  make  two  companies- 
all  in  Red,  on  certain  occasions. —  that  would  just  take  the  120  Ken- 
dal Rifles —  you  can^t  refuse  me  the  Kendal  Rifles. —  I  want  to 
give  the  first  trial  of  those  guns  and  if  they  don't  tell  I  am  most 
confoundedly  mistaken. —  Coin  Wells  I  suppose  will  command  me.— 
Good  officer  to  drill  &c —  But  to  plan  a  battle,  I  should  think  not 
quite  capacity  enough. —  But  that  is  nothing —  if  any  hard  fighting 
to  do —  yon  have  your  eye  an  the  present  sect  at  War —  he  too  is  my 
man,- —  to  tell  you  the  honest  truth  no  other  man  in  Texas  I  wonld 
be  willing  to  go  into  a  large  fight  with —  His  sound  sense  &  good 
judgment  I  fully  believe  in. —  He  believes  in  orders,  and  knows 
what  belongs  to  service —  If  you  and  Seer  at  War  should  think 
proper  to  give  me  and  the  other  company,  a  dashing  uniform  I 
should  be  much  obliged  to  you : —  Have  in  regular  service,  of  course, 
the  standard  uniform.  But  just  permit  a  dashing  uniform  for  spe- 
cial occasions.  &C. —  Now  for  my  Mobile  scrape —  The  Girl  re- 
•turned. —  I  was  sweetly  reed  and  most  confoundedly  bad  used  up— 
Mot  so  bad  but  might  have  been  worse —  not  so  good  but  what  might 
have  been  better —  just  got  back  yesterday — I  think,  I  am  most  cer- 
tainly kicked —  but  you  must  say  nothing  about  it. —  So  you  see  the 
commission  came  in  good  time  ready  for  any  forlorn  hope,  that  may 
be  ordered. —  Genl  Dunlap  is  here,  arranging  his  business  for  final 
leave,  to  Washington. —  He  says  that  some  of  the  kind  friends  of 
both  of  us  —  accused  me  of  a  design  of  taking,  or  expecting,  on  your 
promising  to  give  me,  the  Commissionership  of  the  Million  loan- 
Now  you  are  aware  that  I  said  on  my  first  arrival  in  Houston—  that 
I  wanted,  nor  would  receive  any  office  from  you.  —  I  wanted  none 
without  active  service,  and  little  pay,  and  the  protection  of  my  home, 
and  the  Country  required  —  You  thought  that  was  required-  I 
take  such  an  office. —  If  fighting  is  to  be  done,  I  am  ready. —  The 
only  thing  in  all  the  loan  business  that  I  knew,  you  knew. —  I  knew 
nothing  more  about  Beal  &  the  Bank  arrangement  than  what  I  saw 
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from  his  letters —  if  he  lied  then  he  deceived  Coin  Love  and  self  and 
yourself,  for  it  was  the  only  data  I  had. —  Nor  do  I  believe  he  dis- 
closed to  a  human  being  his  contracts  with  the  Bank —  The  Bank 
says  now  he  deceived  them,  Beal  says  the  Bank  was  untrue  to  him — 
the  Bank  has  taken  the  whole  affair  to  Court  here —  Beal  suc- 
ceeded.—  I  acted  in  the  whole  affair  a  disinterested  party —  I  got 
nothing,  you  know  from  the  Government —  I  got,  nor  am  to  get, 
any  thing  from  Beal. —  My  private  impression  was  that  the  Bank  & 
Beal  by  their  indorsement  upon  the  Bonds  would  sell  them  at  An 
advance —  and  I  knew  the  Government  could  get  no  money  without 
paying  well  for  it. —  To  me  the  whole  matter  was  one  of  arithmetic — 
The  treasury  notes  were  selling  at  40  to  the  100.  Beal  offered  60 — 
For  military  purposes  I  did  not  see  how]  yow  were  to  get  on  without 
it —  But  Mr  Billy  Jack  I  understand  states  I  was  to  act  for  the 
Govmnt  and  receive  some  compensation  on  the  other  side —  he  had 
better  look  out  or  he  may  be  caught  in  some  dirty  scrape  again. — 
Such  a  thing  as  a  man's  doing  any  thing  without  interest  can  never 
enter  into  his  mind. —  and  as  I  suppose  there  is  to  him  nothing  too 
mean  but  what  a  man  should  be  guilty  of,  if  he  can  make  by  it. — 
The  whole  papers  are  here  before  court  as  to  Beal  &  the  Bank —  those 
that  doubt  about  it  can  satisfy  themselves—  But  for  the  return  of 
their  Cashr  from  Europe,  I  think,  the  Bank  would  never  have  com- 
plained of  Beal —  I  am  sure  the  President  of  it  would  not. —  So 
much  for  the  Beal  &  Bank. — 

The  Banks  are  again  stoping  specie  payments  far  &  wide. —  Times 
are  worse  and  worse —  Lands  nor  town  sites  cannot  be  sold  on  any 
terms. —  Did  you  talk  to  Genl  Hamilton  about  our  Copano  town — 
ITas  Coin  Love  &  self  spoken  of  it.  I  wish  you  would  write  me  a  few 
lines  about  the  town  &  drop  something  consoling  in  relation  to  my 
great  loss  in  Mobile. —  For  God  sake  don't  mention  this  to  any  one 
in  Texas. —  I  am  mortified  to  death  about  it. — '  I  shall  write  to  Genl 
Johnston  today. — 

Yr.  Fr.  truly 
S.  A.  Plummer 

No.  1175 

1839  Apr.  6,  PETER  KRAG,  HOUSTON,    [TEXAS],   TO  MIRA- 
BEAU B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,   [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application   for  appointment   as   engineer  and  draughtsman  to 
make  maps  of  the  new  seat  of  government.    A.  L.  S.    1  p 

No.  1176 

1839  Apr,  6',  T.  J.  ATKINSON,  BATH  COUNTY,  KENTUCKY,  TO 
[MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR],  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Inquiry  regarding  land  grants  to  immigrants.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 
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No.  1177 

1839  Apr,  7,  S.  H.  EVERITT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

New  Orleans  April  7tli.  1839  — 
My  Dr  General 

I  have  been  in  this  city  4  days  I  find  many  of  our 
Texas  friends  among  whome  I  find  our  mutual  friends  Hinton  & 
Dunlap  —  it  is  Gratifying  to  me  to  hear  the  favorable  Expressions 
that  are  constantly  made  towards  our  Country,  and  Towards  You, 
and  Your  administration.  I  hear  no  doubts  now  of  our  beeomeing 
an  independent  and  powerful  nation,  and  The  Very  best  feeling  is 
Exhibited  Towards  the  citizens  and  buisness  men  of  texas  —  to  me 
personally  a  disposition  of  good  feeling  has  been  very  Generally 
displayed  among  my  buisness  acquaintances,  and  a  wi[ll]  to  do  all 
they  can  to  forward  my  own  personal  views  — 

permit  me  to  suggest  to  You  the  propriety  of  having  some  author- 
ized agent  for  our  national  steam  ship  it  is  important  that  one 
should  be  appd.  for  this  city.  She  ought  to  have  Regular  days  of 
starting,  and  if  properly  managed  I  doubt  not  that  she  would  pay 
her  Expences  at  least 
Be  pleased  to  Remember  me  Respectfully  to  Judge  Webb 

C<)rdially  Your  Friend 
S.  H  Everitt 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  his  Excellency  S  H  Everitt 

M  B  Lamar  New  Orleans 

President  Apl  7th.  1839 


Houston  

Texas 

No.  1178 

1839  Apr,  7,  E.  BAILEY  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Houston  Apl  7th.  1839 
To  His  Excellency 

M  B  Lamar 

It  has  ever  been  my  wish  and  intention,  never 
to  approach  our  executive  (who  I  am  aware  must  be  annoyed  by 
numerous  applications)  either  to  extend  a  favour  to  myself  or 
friends.  But  as  M  Ellis  has  expressed  his  desire  to  be  appointed 
Consul  for  the  Port  of  New  York,  and  knowing  as  I  do  (by  my  busi- 
ness intercourse  with  New  Orleans)  the  fact —  that  he  has  been  a 
warm  friend,  and  has  rendered  many  valuable  services  to  our  Coun- 
try in  the  hour  of  her  trial,  I  cannot  refrain  from  adding  my  request 
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with  the  balance  of  his  friends,  that  he  may  receive  the  appoint- 
ment—  which  I  know  he  is  so  well  qualified  to  fill — 
Respectfully  Your  Obt  Sevt 

E  Bailey 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  E.  Bailey—  Present 

His  Excellency  7th.  Apl  1839  — 

M  B  Lamar  Recommends  Mr.  Ellis  as  Texan 

President  of  Texas        Consul  N.  Y. 

No.  1179 

1839  Apr.  8,  W[ILLIA]M  A.  LEIDESDORF,  NE"W  ORLEANS, 

[LOUISIANA],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Introducing:  Irah  S.  Holden,  in  search  of  a  negro  belonging  to 
General  William  Debuys.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1180 

1839  Apr.  8,  MALCOjM  A.  JOHNSTON,  VICTORIA,  [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

The  late  election  for  sheriff  based  upon  a  misconstruction  of  the 
law ;  the  date  of  his  own  commission.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1181 

1839  Apr.  8,  JAMES  W.  L.  CHILDERS,  [GALVESTON?  TEXAS], 

TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Request  for  pecuniary  assistance.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1182 

1839  Apr.  9,  BARNARD  E.  BEE,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA], 

TO  [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  Mr.  Beck.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1183 

1839  Apr.  9,  P[IERRE]  SOULE,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA], 

TO  MIRABEAU  [BUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  Frederick  Gaillardet,  with  Saligny.    A.  L.  S.    3  p. 
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No.  1184 

1839  Apr,  9,  BOGERT  &  HAWTHORN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON] 

New  Orleans  April  9th.  1839 
To  His  Excellency 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 
President  of  Texas 
Sir 

Our  object  in  taking  this  liberty  of  address- 
ing you  is  to  endeavor  to  effect  a  sale  to  your  Government  of  the 
Steam  Ship  Cuba,  now  plying  as  a  regular  Packet  between  this  port 
&  Galveston  — 

This  vessel  was  built  in  Baltimore  in  the  year  1837,  of  the  very  best 
materials  under  the  superintendence  of  an  experienced  prson,  at  a 
cost  of  upward  of  $100,000  &  last  fall  above  $25,000  was  expended 
on  her  in  New  York,  in  some  very  important  alterations,  improve- 
ments &  repairs  —  She  is  above  600  tons  burthen,  coppered  &  copper 
fastened,  with  two  large  copper  Boilers,  &  has  every  thing  which  a 
vessel  of  her  description  can  require,  either  for  use  or  comfort  — 
her  accommodations,  conveniences,  capacity  for  storrage,  strength 
&  speed  are  not  surpassed  by  any  Steam  Vessel  in  the  United 
States  —  She  burns  about  170  Bbls  coal  per  day  &  can  carry  under 
deck  about  3,000  Bbls,  equal  to  18  days  consumption  of  fuel  — 

We  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter®^  addressed  to  the  writer,  by  Elihu 
Bunker  of  New  York,  who  was  appointed  by  our  Congress  as  one  of 
the  Inspectors  of  Steam  Vessels  —  Mr.  Bunker  has  fully  as  much 
experience  in  Steam  Vessels  as  any  other  person  in  the  United 
States,  he  having  been  a  builder  &  commander  of  them  ever  since  the 
iirst  application  of  Steam  in  this  country  — 

As  the  Cuba  is  so  frequently  in  habor  at  Galveston,  she  can  at  any 
time  be  examined,  when  her  merits  will  speak  for  themselves  — 

Our  impression  is,  should  your  Government  feel  disposed  to  pur- 
chase the  Cuba,  she  could  at  a  very  moderate  expense  be  converted 
into  an  armed  vessel  — 

Our  price  will  be  moderate  &  we  would  take  in  payment,  the  Bonds 
of  Texas,  bearing  an  interest  of  ten  per  cent  per  annum  — 

We  shall  feel  much  oblidged  by  your  giving  this  subject  your 
early  attention  &  trusting  you  may  excuse  this  liberty.  We  are 

Very  respectfully 
Your  obt  Sts. 

Bogert  &  Hawthorn 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Excellency  Bogert  &  Hawthorn 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  N.  Orleans  9th.  Apl  1839 

President  of  Texas  —  Respecting  a  St  Boat  Cuba 


"No.  834. 
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No.  1185 
1839  Apr,  9,  J.  W.  PORTER  AND  OTHERS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nashville  9th.  April  1839. 
To  his  Excellency 

M.  B.  Lamar  President  of  the  Republic 
of  Texas.  —  The  undersigned  Citizens  of  Milam  County  would  most 
respectfully  represent,  to  your  Excellency,  that  whereas  the  Hon. 
Massillon  Farley  Chief  Justice  of  our  County  has  absented  himself 
from  the  County  for  a  period  of  more  than  5  months  without  any 
apparent  cause  or  apology  for  so  doing,  —  your  petitioners  are  there- 
fore of  the  opinion  that  he  has  vacated  his  office,  they  would  further 
represent  that  his  absence  has  operated,  and  still  operates  to  the  great 
prejudice  and  detriment  of  the  Citizens  of  this  County;  to  the  effect 
that  the  staff  elect,  the  Coroner,  the  magistrates  &  the  Constables  Can- 
not be  legally  qualified,  the  law  making  it  necessary  that  the  Chief 
Justice  should  qualify  &  approve  the  bonds  of  the  same  &c.  —  And 
further,  under  the  statutes  of  the  last  Congress  we  are  unable  to 
hold  a  Probate  Court  a  commissioners  Court,  to  collect  Taxes  or 
to  organize  the  Militia  of  the  County,  —  owing  to  our  limited 
population  and  consequently  the  few  civil  officers  to  which  we  are 
entitled.  —  we  can  hold  no  Probate  Court  for  the  reason  that  the 
law  requires  at  least  three  magistrates  and  we  have  but  two  quali- 
fied to  act  in  the  County ;  We  can  hold  no  Commissioners  Court  as 
it  requires  a  majority  of  all  the  Justices  in  the  County  to  form  such 
Court,  We  can  have  no  taxes  legally  collected  because  the  former 
sheriff  resigned  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Judge,  and  the  one 
newly  elected  cannot  be  qualified ;  There  is  no  qualified  Coroner,  in 
the  County,  consequently,  we  are  entirley  without  an  executive  offi- 
cer. —  Now[  ?]  in  consideration  of  the  foregoing  premises  your  peti- 
tioners pray  your  Excelency  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasiond  by  the  Continued  absence  of  the  Chief  Justice 
of  this  County,  and  would  respctfully  represent  to  Your  Excelency 
James  Shaw  Esqr  as  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  said 
office.  — 
W  L  Murray  Daniel  CuUins 

[rubric]  Isaac  Standefer 

E.  J.  Wortham  Eli  Jones 

J  M  Wilkinson  Wiley  Jones 

J,  W,  Porter  E.  11.  Whitton 

Jno.  Hobson  Joseph.  Rowland 

James  Hawlet  H.  D.  Orr 

Philip  B.  Scott  John  Teal 

A.  Buffington  William  Isaacs 

W.  W.  Bell  Thomas  W  Teal 

A.  Thomson  Wm.  Campbell 

Saml.  Jones  H.  B.  King 

Solomon  Long  Joseph  [?]  Rees 

Jacob  Gross  Gabriel  Jackson 

M.  B.  Shackelford 
Lewis  Moore 
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J.  N.  M.  Thomson 
John  Craddock 
W.  D.  Thomson 
John  Beal 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  his  Excellency  Petition 

M.  B.  Lamar  Citizens  of  Milam 

President  of  the  County  April  9/39 

Republic  of 
Texas. 
City  of  Houston  — 

No.  1186 

1839  Apr.  9,  DAVID  L.  WOOD,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  M[IRA. 
BEAU]  B[ONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  a  government  clerkship.    A.  N.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1187 

1839  Apr,  10,  JO[H]X  MILTON,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUISIANA], 
TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Introducing  Alexander  McKenzie.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1188 

1839  Apr.  10,  A.  S.  JOHNSTON  TO  THE  BOWL,  [CHEROKEE 

,  NATION] 

War  Department 

Houston  10th  April  1839 
To 

Bowls 

Chief  of  the  Cherokees  in  Texas. 

Brigr.  Genl  Douglass  has  communicated  to  this  Depart- 
ment for  the  information  of  the  President  the  result  of  your  con- 
ference with  the  chiefs  of  parts  of  tribes  of  United  States  indians  & 
others  who  have  participated  in  acts  of  hostility  against  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  commonwealth —  You  state  that  a  sincere  desire  has 
been  evinced  by  them  to  resume  peaceful  relations,  with  the  fron- 
tier Settlements —  Recent  devellopements  go  to  show  incontestably 
that  the  Cherokees  or  a  portion,  the  Delaware  Shawanees,  Kicapoos, 
Caddoes,  Wacoes,  Tiwankonees,  Bedies,  Kechies  had  (about  the  time 
you  were  with  them)  entered  into  a  compact  with  Cordova  to  carry 
on  the  War  as  soon  as  he  should  return  with  supplies  from  Mata- 
moras —  The  assertion  that  Cordova  had  endeavered  to  agitate  4 
encite  in  council  &  had  been  driven  off,  we  have  a  right  to  infer  was 
a  collusive  agreement  to  gain  time  and  to  conceal  the  object  of  his 
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journey  to  Matamoras.  This  design  has  been  happily  prevented  by 
the  destruction  of  Cordova's  party  &  perhaps  of  Cordova  himself — 
The  President  grants  peace  to  them,  but  is  not  deceived —  They  will 
be  permitted  to  cultivate  undisturbed  as  long  as  they  manifest  by 
their  forbearance  from  all  agressive  acts  and  their  friendly  conduct 
the  sincerity  of  their  profession  or  until  Congress  shall  adopt  such 
measures  in  reference  to  them  as  in  their  wisdom  they  may  deem 
proper,  with  a  clear  view  of  all  matters  connected  with  their  feel- 
ings and  interests —  It  should  not  surprise  the  Cherokees  to  learn 
that  such  measures  are  in  progress  under  the  orders  of  the  President 
as  will  render  abortive  any  attempt  to  again  disturb  the  quiet  of  the 
frontier  nor  need  it  be  any  cause  of  alarm  to  those  who  intend  to 
act  in  good  faith —  All  intercourse  between  the  friendly  Indians  & 
those  at  War  with  Texas  must  cease —  The  President  directs  that 
you  will  cause  the  contents  of  this  communication  to  be  made  known 
to  all  the  chiefs  who  were  present  at  the  council — 
respectfully 

A.  Sidney  Johnston 

[Endorsed] 

Hon  Secty  of  War 
War  Dept 

11th  July  1839 


No.  1189 

1839  Apr,  10,  JO[H]N    LEVERING,  RICHMOND,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Relative  to  Lamar's  claims  against  the  estate  of  the  late  R[obert] 
E[den]  Handy.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1190 

1839  Apr,  10,  THOMAS  PRATT,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Inquiry  regarding  the  probability  of  his  receiving  an  appointment 
in  the  cavalry  service.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1191 

[1839  c,  Apr,  10 f  H.  THOMPSON,  GALVESTON?],  TO 
M.  B.  LAMAR 

My  dear  Genl. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  NO  —  It  is  predicated  on 
just  grounds  —  and  the  finance  of  Texas  has  suffered  by  the  unwise 
policy  of  runnig  the  Zavala  as  a  packet  —  she  is  an  incubi  on  the 
nation  it  must  cost  the  Govt,  an  immense  sum  to  keep  her  here  under 
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circumstances  like  the  present  —  and  from  Lt.  Lathrop  &  others  it 
is  believed  he  is  incapable  of  carrying  an  armamnt,  no  Knees  in  her 
and  of  light  constituion  If  she  is  destroyed  as  a  Packet  —  (which  is 
by  far  a  larger  part  of  her  cost)  o[r]  a  very  large  part  of  it  —  she 
is  a  dead  loss  to  Texas  —  and  superior  ship  wrigtly  say  she  will 
never  be  able  to  carry  an  armmnt  but  open  her  all  over  to  strain  her 
decks  with  it  —  *  *  The  French  admiral  will  be  off  Galvstn  soon  —  and 
is  to  land  if  a  vessel  is  sent  out  for  him  His  Ship  64  Guns  not  being 
able  to  come  in  — 

I  am  quite  busy  at  Law  —  have  12  suits  her  at  the  Spring  term  to 
Docket  —  goodness  — 
Texas  funds  are  low  Jiere 
I  got  500  —  Texas  for  200$ 
U  S  this  day  —  ! 

Please  put  this  in  fire  — 

Capt.  Taylor  send  Despatches  about  the  French  admiral  — 
I  have  had  but  little  time  here  but  all  are  well  at  Mrs.  Mather's 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Confidential  Anonymous  letter 

His  Exy.  M.  B.  Lamar  Confidential 

President  &c 
Houston 
John  Huntington  Esq 

No.  1192 

1839  Apr.  11,  W[ILLIA]M  BRYAN,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOU- 
ISIANA], TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Introducing  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Paguire  and  Chandy,  Catholic  clergy- 
men.   A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1193 

1839  Apr.  11,  JAMES  P.  COLE,  GALVESTON,  TEXAS,  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Application  for  appointment  as  notary  public  of  the  port  or  county 
of  Galveston.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1194 

1839  Apr.  13,  S,  A.  PLUMMER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

New  Orleans—  13th  April  1839.- 
Dear  General, 

I  have  made  now  every  preperation  that  the  nature 
of  the  case  will  admit  of  in  the  way  of  raising  men. —  With  a  very 
little  outfit  I  can  soon  raise  here  the  whole  Regiment  if  required.— 
But  knowing  the  situation  of  the  finances  of  our  Country,  and  the 
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result  of  issuing  more  Treasury  notes,  I  shall  delay  a  short  time  to 
hear  the  result  of  Gen'l  Hamilton's  prospect  from  the  north. —  If  in 
the  mean  time  I  can  sell  any  of  my  lands,  I  shall  do  so,  and  apply 
all  the  proceeds,  except  what  is  required  for  the  removal  of  my 
mother,  to  the  pay  &  outfit  of  my  company,  knowing  the  great  need 
of  such  a  corps  on  the  neuesas  River —  I  have  the  offer  of  $1.  per 
acre  for  [a]  league  on  the  St.  Antonio —  if  I  can  get  Cash  for  half 
it  is  a  sale —  shall  know  on  monday. —  Jno.  Hagan  Junr.  a  fine  little 
fellow  wishes  to  have  a  Commission  here  as  Captn.  or  1st.  Lent, 
under  me. —  he  is  a  fine  a  fellow  as  ever  lived  and  [h]as  been 
attached  to  the  Cavalry  here  for  several  years. —  Of  course  I  leave 
all  to  you  &  Seer,  at  War. —  But  when  clever  men  wishes  to  enter 
the  service  I  feel  bound  to  mention  them. —  I  think  it  likely  too  he 
could  assist  me  in  funds  to  raise  1  or  2  companies. —  Our  money  is 
going  down  gradually  but  trust  it  can't  get  any  lower —  The  Banks 
dare  not  discount —  *' ain't  got  it." —  The  People  are  all  broke,  & 
Nick  Biddle  has  resigned. —  to  get  along  in  the  U.  States  they  have 
worked  all  sorts  of  schemes. —  On  Europe  &  back  again  &C.  &C. 
until  now  the  game  is  up. — 

In  fact  there  is  not  Gold  &  Silver  enough  for  the  great  commerce 
of  the  World,  &  without  Texas  can  regulate  the  mines  of  Mexico 
there  must  be  a  dreadful  revoultion  throughout  Europe  &  the  U. 
States. —  The  times  are  harder  here  than  ever  known. — 

I  have  bought  you  a  good  looking  Glass.  I  hope  it  will  suit. — 
The  cost  is  only  $75. —  The  cargo  arrived  only  a  few  days  from 
France. — Beal  let  me  have  the  Cash  I  shall  refund  to  him  in  a  few 
days  &  you  can  pay  me  when  we  meet,  or  suit  your  convenience — 
I  will  take  it  out  in  town  property  on  Copano. — 

I've  heard  nothing  from  my  fair  one  in  Mobile. —  **all  blown  up 
sky  high —  sky  high" —  ** better  luck  next  time. — "  I  suppose  it  is 
all  for  the  best —  make  me  a  much  better  soldier. —  Old  Sam  is  here 
I  hear  nothing  of  him. —  No  talk  of  a  big  dinner  or  any  thing  that 
way. —  must  feel  flat. — 

I  have  no  doubt  now  but  what  he  will  run  for  next  Prest. —  Must 
start  Johnston  the  Seer.  War  against  him. —  I  believe  no  other  man 
could  beat  him. — 

My  health  is  good  but  my  spirits  are  low. —  The  women  I  believe 
are  all  going  it  here, —  Tooth,  tail^  &  toe  nail. — 

My  best  regard  to  all  my  friends — 

Yr.  fr.  truly— 

Sam'l.  A.  Plummer 
[rubric] 

[  Addressed  ]  [Endorsed  ] 

Private —  Saml  Plummer 

His  Exclncy.  13th.  Apl  1839, 

M.  B.  Lamar,  

(Prest.  of  Texas) 
Forwd. 

Houston 
Coin.  Hise 

Texas — 
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No.  1195 

1839  Apr.  13,  J.  WEBB  TO  J.  REILY^^ 

Treasury  Department, 
Houston  13th.  April  1839. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  instruct  you  to  withdraw  from 
market  the  bonds  of  this  Government  for  One  million  of  dollars, 
placed  in  your  hands  for  negotiating  a  Loan  &  return  them  to  this 
Department. 

From  information  received  by  the  President  he  is  assured  that  no 
Loan  can  be  negotiated  either  in  Mississippi  or  New  Orleans,  except 
upon  terms  more  injurious  to  the  country  than  the  money  which 
might  be  obtained,  would  benefit  it  He  therefore  directs  that  you 
will  cease  all  efforts  on  the  subject  and  return  the  bonds  forthwith. 
In  giving  these  instructions,  the  President  directs  me  to  say  that 
he  is  satisfied  with  the  exertions  you  have  made  &  that  the  want  of 
success  in  the  negotiation  cannot  by  any  means  be  attributed  to  a 
want  of  energy  or  effort  on  your  part  as  the  agent  of  this  Govern- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  Respectfully, 
Your  Obt  Servt. 
(Signed)  James  Webb 

James  Reily  Esq.  Acting  Secretary 

Care  oif, 
James  Irwin  Esq. 

New  Orleans. 

No.  1196 

1839  Apr.  14,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LAIMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Augusta  Georgia 

April  14th.  1839. 
^ly  Dear  Sir. 

I  should  have  written  you  from  Macon  but  for  the  shortness  of  my 
stay  in  that  place, — This  in  fact  is  my  first  resting  point  since 
I  left  New  Orleans. —  From  that  city  I  wrote  advising  your  Govern- 
ment that  owing  to  the  panic  in  the  Money  Market  nothing  could  be 
done  with  the  8  pr  Cent.  Bonds. —  A  Bank  in  that  City  after  holding 
out  the  encouragement  of  their  negociation  for  three  Days  retired 
from  the  proposition  under  circumstances  which  led  me  to  suspect, 
that  the  motives  of  the  individuals  with  whom  I  was  treating  were 
rather  to  obtain  all  the  information  they  could  out  of  me  as  to 
the  probability  of  my  ultimate  success  in  establishing  your  public 
credit  with  a  view  to  speculate  in  your  Treasury  Notes  without 
any  serious  intention  of  advancing  IMoney. —  on  the  8  pr  Cent 
Bonds. —  New  Orleans  I  am  satisfied  is  the  last  place  in  the  world 
that   the  Govt,   of   Texas   ought   to   attempt  to   make   a  financial 
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negociation. —  They  have  so  long  regarded  Texas  as  a  fit  subject 
of  spoliation,  that  less  than  exorbitantly  usurious  terms  are  not  to 
be  obtained  there  whenever  your  securities  are  in  the  Market. — 
With  this  view  our  8  pr  Cent  Bonds  should  be  immediately  retired 
from  that  market  and  remanded  to  Houston.  Indeed  My  Dear 
Sir  as  I  wrote  to  Judge  Webb,  I  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  success 
of  my  5  Million  Negociation  if  they  should  be  sold,  and  to  give 
for  a  paltry  loan  which  on  %  a  Million  would  nett  you  but  $300,000 
the  privileges  of  circulating  in  perpetuity  their  notes  to  sonie  small 
unsound  Bank  would  be  a  great  and  irrepairable  error  in  your 
finances. — All  the  injury  which  Mr.  Bidles  negociation  with  the 
Vicksburg  Bank  could  do  the  credit  of  Texas  I  have  endeavored 
by  timely  correspondence  to  avert — But  in  every  view  it  was  a  most 
unfortunate  transaction. 

^You  doubtless  will  have  seen  before  this 

reaches  you,  that  Mr  Biddle  has  resigned  the  presidency  of  the 
B.  U.  S. —  This  will  in  no  degree  affect  his  inclination  or  ability  to 
serve  us  through  that  great  Institution. —  I  shall  leave  Home 
(Charleston)  in  the  course  of  a  few  Days. —  the  moment  I  can  arrange 
some  private  concerns  of  importance  for  the  north  to  open  and  I  hope 
close  my  preliminary  negociations  with  the  view  of  obtaining  an 
immediate  advance  on  our  Bonds  altho  their  final  sale  will  have  to 
be  made  in  Europe. —  The  Moment  I  can  effect  the  former  I  will 
place  funds  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  your  order  in  New  Orleans. — 
Even  before  I  can  get  on  I  shall  write  the  instant  I  reach  Cha[r]les- 
ton  to  Mr  Biddle  to  see  whether  $500,000  worth  of  U.  S.  B.  Post 
Notes  can  not  be  immediately  remitted  on  a/c — 

As  the  successful  sale  of  the  Bonds  ultimately  will  depend  on  your 
immediate  recognition  by  France,  I  will  embark  with  Mr  Saligny  on 
the  13t  June  and  join  Mr.  Henderson  in  paris. —  My  intimacy  with 
Genl.  Bernand  Chief  aid  de  Camp  to  Louis  Philip  &  late  Minister  of 
War,  whom  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  serve  when  he  needed  friends 
in  this  country  will  enable  me  with  some  advantage  to  approach  the 
french  Court. —  I  cannot  therefore  but  repeat  what  I  regard  to 
be  of  some  importance,  that  if  not  cloathed  with  a  formal  commission 
to  unite  with  IMr.  Henderson  in  this  deeply  interesting  negociation, 
that  I  should  have  a  private  letter  at  least  from  you  under  the 
Seal  of  the  State  Department  showing  that  I  was  in  the  confidence 
of  your  Government. —  Should  jMr  Henderson  &  myself  have  after- 
wards to  negociate  a  commercial  Treaty  Col.  White  of  Florida  on 
the  terms  without  a  formal  diplomates  Appointment  might  be  of 
great  service  to  us. —  Genl.  Dunlap  having  resigned,  you  will  re- 
quire whether  the  Loan  be  effected  or  not,  a  strong  able  efficient  & 
practical  Man  in  the  Treasury —  To  arrange  a  good  system  of 
Finance  as  well  as  one  of  disbursement  &  accountability —  If  you 
have  not  such  an  individual  now  in  the  Republic,  I  should  be  happy 
before  going  to  Europe  to  have  your  views  as  with  the  influence  of 
your  friends  at  the  South  with  the  assistance  of  ^Tr  Biddle  we 
might  induce  a  first  rate  Man  with  this  view  to  become  a  Citizen. 
If  it  were  known  that  a  Man  of  distinguished  financial  Talent  and 
high  character  would  take  charge  of  your  finances,  the  negociation 
of  the  Loan  would  be  greatly  facilitated,  &  your  public  credit  at  once 
established. — 
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But  be  of  ^ood  cheer  My  Dear  Sir.  I  have  no  doubt  of  ray  final 
success  nothing  but  some  unexpected  conjunction  of  circumstances 
can  possibly  prevent  my  success, —  But  let  me  again  repeat,  the 
interest  withdrawal  of  the  8  pr  Cent  Bonds  from  the  Market ,  is 
vital  nay  absolutely  indispensable  to  my  success. — 

I  will  keep  you  constantly  advised  of  my  movements. — ^T  remain 

My  Dear  Sir 

With  Sincere  esteem 
His  Excellency  very  respeey.  &  faithfully 

;M.  B.  Damar  Your  friend. — 

Presdt.  of  the  J.  Hamilton 

Republic  of  Texas 

No.  1197 

1839  Apr,  14,  T.  G.  GORDON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Columbus  Geo  14th.  April  1839 
Dear  General 

I  arrived  at  home  last  Saturday  after  a  very  pleasant  trip,  and 
delivered  your  several  letters  to  their  address —  I  was  sorry  to  find 
great  pecuniary  distress  in  Columbus,  and  many  of  our  oldest  and 
wealthiest  citizens  involved  beyond  redemption  and  their  property 
advertised  by  the  sheriflF  which  you  will  see  in  the  Argus  that  I 
send  you  by  mail —  The  situation  of  the  people  is  truly  appaling 
and  ruin  stares  every  man  in  the  face —  A  General  suspension  of 
the  Banks  is  again  spoken  of  by  the  knowing  ones,  thus  verifying 
the  prediction  of  Mr  Biddle  that  we  had  resumed  two  crops  too 
soon —  A  Province  never  suffers  an  evil,  without  some  good  result. 
I  think  that  the  emigration  to  Texas  [will  be]  immense  this  fall  from 
Georgia  and  all  the  [South?]  West  states  and  if  Capt.  Redd  was 
now  prepared  to  enlist  recruits  from  the  new  Regiment.  I  think  at 
least  three  hundred  might  be  got  here  in  the  shape  of  emigrants,  to 
receive  the  bounty  and  take  the  Oath  so  soon  as  they  arrived  at  Gal- 
veston Island —  Any  assistance  I  can  render  Capt.  Redd,  or  my 
adopted  country,  in  raisin?  these  men,  negotiating  for  their  siibsis- 
tenco,  or  serving  the  Republick  of  Texas  in  any  other  way  here,  shall 
be  cheerfully  given —  There  are  many  young  mechanics  here  who 
would  willingly  en  list  in  this  Regiment  as  the  pay,  bounty  of  $30 
and  320  acres  Land  will  be  good  wages  for  the  2  years  &  have  their 
expenses  paid  to  Texas —  These  young  men,  after  their  term  of 
service  expires,  will  be  our  most  useful  citizens,  and  a  double  object 
would  be  eflFected  by  enlisting  such  men —  During  the  pecuniary, 
panic,  is  the  time  to  get  them — 

I  am  arranging  and  settling  my  business  with  all  speed,  in  order 
to  move  my  family  out  to  the  new  City  of  Austin,  and  think  I  will 
be  ready  to  go  in  two  months  from  this  time. —  I  intend  at  the  sales 
to  buy  some  spK)t  suitable  for  a  Gardon  and  will  there  make  the 
Phoenix  arise  from  the  ashes  of  the  old  one  in  Columbus,  still  more 
beautiful — 

Agreeably  to  your  request  I  have  made  enquires  in  the  proper 
quarter  about  Mrs.  Phelps  and  find  that  she  is  not  able  to  move  to 
Texas —  [If]  she  will  go  when  I  move  my  family  I  wil[l  certainly] 
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assis[t]  her  to  do  so —  indeed  from  the  crowd  around  my  office  since 
my  arrival  to  hear  the  news  from  Texas,  I  could  carry  out  a  Steam 
Boat  load  if  they  were  able  to  go—  If  Genl  Hamilton  is  successful 
in  his  negotiation  for  the  loan  and  that  he  will,  I  feel  well  assured,  as 
little  Texas  seems  now  to  he  {he  pet  of  Providemce,  her  currency  will 
be  placed  on  such  a  favorable  and  prosperous  footing,  tJiat  hundreds 
of  Thousands  will  flee  from  the  distress  here,  to  find  an  asylum  from 
trouble  &  the  sheriff  amidst  the  flowery  lawns  &  rich  lands  of  Texas — 
I  saw  Davis  a  few  days  after  my  arrival  and  deliverd  your  mes- 
saere  to  him  in  relation  to  your  partnership  land — 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  whenever  you   have    leisure 
from  your  arduous  duties  to  write — 

Your  friend, 

Thos,  G.  Gordon 

N.  B.    Mrs.  Gordon  begs  to  be  remembered  to  Genl  Lamar — 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

No.  5  Thos.  Gordon 

Paid  Columbus  Geo,  Apl  1839 

His  Excellency  Private 

Mirabeau'  B.  Lamar 
Houston 
Texas 


G- 


Xo.  1198 

1839  Apr,  14,  J.  S.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

In  Camp  near  Webber  *s  on  the  Colorado  River — 

April  14th  1839. 
dear  Genl. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  give  you  some  intelligence  respect- 
ing our  march  thus  far.  The  men  under  Maj.  Jone's  command  (ex- 
cepting some  ^vc  or  six)  have  acquitted  themselves  in  a  manner  sol- 
dierlike, and  deserving  the  approbation  and  esteem  of  the  President 
and  his  Cabinet.  We  are  now  upon  the  borders  of  the  extreme 
northern  settlements  and  we  have  not  yet  heard  or  seen  anything  of 
the  enemy.  Our  little  Army  of  Volunteers  are  greatly  disappointed 
in  not  meeting  them  and  seem  delighted  with  the  idea  of  pursuing 
them  over  the  mountains. 

We  shall  take  up  the  line  of  march  to  morrow  for  Waterloo  a  small 
village  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  where  I  think  it  probable  we 
shall  remain  in  Camp — protecting  the  frontier  when  necessary  until 
ordered  to  form  a  junction  with  the  residue  of  the  men  designed  for 
the  Santa  fe  expedition —  We  are  marching  through  a  beautiful 
country —  Its  face  presents  a  scene  of  grandeur  and  magnifieance 
rarely  if  ever  witnessed  I  immagine  in  any  other  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can Continent —  Owing  to  the  frequent  alarms  spread;  through  the 
Country  recently  from  the  inroads  of  the  Indians  this  fair  portion 
of  our  Republic  is  but  sparsely  settled.  Many  houses  are  deserted  & 
property  repidly  hastening  to  destruction. 

34 — Library. 
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I  experienced  much  pleasure  as  I  travelled  along,  hearing  the  citi- 
zens expressing  great  confidence  in  their  newly  elected  President. 
Your  popularity  I  assure  you  is  deely  seated  in  the  heart  of  almost 
every  citizen  and  the  entrigue  and  rascality  of  all  your  enemies  com- 
bined can't  remove  impressions  already  made.  I  tell  you  this  Genl 
to  quiet  any  apprehensions  which  may  haVe  been  excited  by  your 
enemies  in  Houston  (where  they  all  seem  to  be  concentrated)  relative 
to  your  standing  in  the  west,  as  I  took  special  pains  to  inform  myself 
while  wending  my  way  slowly  through  the  Country. —  Reading  Genl 
Hamilton's  address  to  the  citizens  of  Houston,  who  received  him  with 
such  great  cordiality  I  was  pleased  to  see  the  handsome  mention  made 
of  the  Country  and  its  most  distinguished  ornaments —  I  hope  his  ne- 
gotiations in  Europe  in  behalf  our  distressed  country  may  prove  suc- 
cessful —  [My  ]  Brother  informs  me  Jie  will  write  you  by  the  same 
conveyance —  That  your  health  may  remain  unimpaired  and  your 
administration  may  continue  to  come  up  to  the  high  anticipations  of 
your, friends  and  your  Country  is  the  prayer  of  your  devoted  friend 

James.  S.  Jones 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Genl  Mirabeau  B  Lamar  James  S.  Jones 

City  of  Houston  **near  Webber's." 

Maj  Bonnell  April  14,  1839. 

Relative  to  his  March  against  the  Indians  on  the  frontier. 

No.  1199 

1839  Apr,  15,  W.  J.  JONES'  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Camp  on  Wilbarger's  Prairie 
Dear  Genl. 

I  have  just  returned  from  Waterloo,  the  contemplated  new  seat  of 
government,  which  I  visited  in  company  with  Genl.  Burleson.  It  is 
the  most  beautiful  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  sublime  scene  I 
ever  saw.  I  konw  you*  will  be  delighted  with  it  and  I  frequently 
wished  that  you  were  present  to  enjoy  the  scenery  as  I  saw  it  in  all 
the  majesty  of  nature  and  the  verdure  of  spring.  The  atmosphere 
was  charged  with  the  most  delightful  perfume  and  every  shrub  and 
every  hill  and  every  f lowere  seemed  to  extend  a  welcome  to  the  weary 
traveller.  I  never  expected  to  realize  your  eloquent  description  of 
Texas  till  I  saw  the  lands  of  the  upper  Colorado—  There  are  an  hun- 
dred of  the  most  beautiful  scites  for  building  round  the  town  level 
and  Rome  itself  with  all  it  famous  hills  could  not  have  surpassed  the 
natural  scenery  of  Waterloo —  When  I  have  a  better  opportunity  I 
will  send  you  a  landscape  of  the  spot  and  the  surrounding  country— 

The  frontier  is  now  quiet  and  perfectly  safe.  The  Valley  from 
La  Grange  to  the  mountains  presents  a  beautiful  prospect  to  the  eye 
of  the  traveller.  All  fears  of  an  Indian  invasion  are  dissapated  and 
the  people  are  actively  employed  in  planting  &  landing  their  crops— 
The  inhabitants  say  tiiey  have  not  [  ]  in  three 

years.  Burleson  hsB  acted  like  a  hero  and  skilful  offieer.  He  has 
defeated  the  Indians  and  routed  the  Mexieaas  and  all  daae  without 
expense  to  the  government  or  injury  to  the  plaating  interest— 
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I  envy  no  man  the  command  of  volunteers  when  in  the  settle- 
ments and  not  on  active  duty — I  have  had  a  hard  task  to  perform  but 
I  never  tired.  I  have  had  to  command  my  men  singly  &  alone,  I 
have  had  no  help  from  the  subordinate  officers.  I  had  to  walk  to 
Bastrop  myself  to  get  my  men  to  follow  me —  I  have  had  their  mur- 
murings  to  silence —  their  discontents  to  allay  and  their  patriotism  to 
arouse  to  get  them  along —  I  have  cursed  them —  I  have  shamed  them 
and  I  have  done  all  that  man  could  do  to  make  soldiers  of  them —  I 
hope  I  may  have  succeeded  in  part^ — 

Let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible —  I  must  return  to  Hous- 
ton before  I  start  on  the  Stata  Fe  expedition — but  I  must  be — or- 
dered to  return —  That  expedition  is  universally  approved  and  it  will 
be  the  most  glorious  event  in  the  history  of  your  political  life — 

Remember  me  to  all  my  friends  and  believe  me  as  ever  to  be  your 
sincere  friend. 

W.  JeflFerson  Jones 
P.  S.     Genl.  Burleson  will  tell  you  the  disposition  I  have  made  of 
my  men — 

f  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

To  Mr.  J.  W.  Jones 

His  Excelly—  Waterloo  15  Apl  1839 

]M.  B.  Lamar  

Genl.  E.  Burleson      Houston  Miscellaneous  news 

&c — 

No.  1200 

1839  Apr,  15,  JO[H]N  T.  MILLS,  WASHINGTON,  TEXAS,  TO 
MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAilAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Stating  the  facts  in  the  casfi  of  Hardin,  under  sentence  for  perjury, 
and  recommending  favorable  action  upon  a  petition  for  executive 
clemency  soon  to  be  presented  to  Lamar.    A.  L.  S.    3  p. 

No.  1201 

1839  Apr.  15,  L[OUIS?]S  J[EAN?]  PILIE,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS], 
TOM[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] «» 

Application  for  appointment  as  surveyor  and  draughtsman  for  the 
new  seat  of  government.  A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1202 

1839  Apr.  15,  JfAMES]  D.  BOYLAN,  NEW  ORLEANS',  [LOUIS- 

lANA],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  to  command  one  of  the  vessels  of  war 
under  construction  at  Baltimore.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

**Broad8id«. 
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No.  1203 

1839  Apr.  15,  L.  H.  IVIABBITT.     ADDRESS  TO  THE  INDE- 
PENDENT VOTERS 

TO  THE  INDEPENDENT  VOTERS, 

co:\rposiNG  the  militia  of  texas. 

Fellow-Citizens ; 

Aware  that  by  the  resigmation  of  Thomas  J.  Rusk,  we  are  now 
without  a  commanding  General ;  and  aware  also,  that  in  consequence 
of  that  resignation,  you  will  shortly  be  called  upon  to  select  some 
individual  to  fill  this  high  and  responsible  station.  I  therefore,  by 
the  kind  solicitations  of  my  friends,  have  been  induced  to  offer  you 
my  name  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Major  General.  To  those 
of  you  who  know  me  personally;  to  my  companions  in  arms,  who 
have  at  various  times  stood  by  my  side  fi^ghting  in  defence  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  our  beloved  country,  the  land  of  our  adoption; 
any  other  appeal  than  the  annunciation  just  made,  would  be  deemed 
wholly  unnecessary.  But  to  those  of  my  fellow  citizens  with  whom 
I  have  not  the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance,  I  am  imfluenced  to 
present  briefly,  through  this  medium,  my  views  for  their  considera- 
tion. 

The  Major  part  of  my  life  from  earliest  youth  to  the  present  time, 
has  been  spent  in  the  service  of  my  country,  both  as  private  soldier 
as  well  as  a  commanding  officer.  I  have  ever  flown  with  alacrity  to 
the  aid  and  assistance  of  ray  distressed  countrymen,  when  the  cr>'  of 
oppression  has  been  heard,  to  sweep  over  the  land  of  our  adoption. 
The  statements  I  have  just  made  are  some  of  the  claims  upon  which 
to  predicate  an  expression  of  your  partiality  at  the  approaching  elec- 
tion. Ere  another  anniversary  of  our  Independence  shall  have  rolled 
round,  the  enemy  may  again  be  upon  our  border,  if  not  in  the  very 
heart  of  our  settlements;  laying  waste  the  fairest  and  most  beautiful 
portions  of  our  country.  The  tomahawk  of  the  savage  is  yet  un- 
buried,  and  judging  the  future  by  the  past,  we  have  sufficient  reason 
to  conclude  that  unless  a  speedy  and  effective  organization  of  the 
Militia  be  made,  the  cries  of  widows  and  orphans  may  yet  he  heard 
amid  the  'horrid  ydls  of  savage  Demons,  shrieking  on  the  midnight 
blast,  crying  aloud  for  vengeance,  wrecking  the  best  blood  of  Texas. 
Safety  then  for  our  homes  and  our  firesides,  together  with  the  bril- 
liant examples  set  us  by  the  United  States  of  the  North,  dictate  to 
us  the  policy  that  as  soon  as  the  situation  of  the  country  will  permit, 
or  as  soon  as  means  can  be  had  supply  a  sufficient  force,  during  a 
campaign;  we  should  commence  offensive  operations  against  our 
savage  enemies,  within  the  vicinity  of  our  extensive  frontier;  and  by 
teaching  them  to  feel,  as  well  as  know  our  powers;  never  look  back 
until  we  leave  them  ensconsed  in  the  heart  of  some  wilderness  coun- 
try, more  congenial  with  their  natural  habits  than  the  vicinity  of  civ- 
ilization; and  alike  productive  of  their  comfort,  as  of  our  safety. 
The  experience  of  a  century  has  proven  that  treaties  entered  into  with 
the  savages  as  with  enlightened  nations,  prove  binding  on  their  part- 
only,  as  the  first  opportunity  occurs  for  them  to  be  violated.    Forde 
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then,  effective  force ;  and  the  sooner  applied  the  better —  is  the  surest 
alternative  we  have  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  safety  from  that 
quarter. 

With  regard  to  Mexico,  when  she  has  well  night  exhausted  the  last 
mite  of  resources,  and  seems  in  the  last  expiring  throes  -of  despair; 
would  it  not  be  inglorious  in  the  brave  sons  of  Texas —  would  it  not 
seem  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations  a  condescension,  nay,  a  detraction 
from  that  proud  and  lofty  fame  won  for  us  by  the  brave  heroes  of 
San  Jacinto,  and  all  the  martyred  spirits  of  Liberty  who  have  gone 
before  us,  to  wreak  from  our  fettered  enemies  an  acknowledgment 
of  that  right,  long  since  acquired  by  our  valor ;  and  if  not  accorded, 
yet  undisputed  by  admiring  nations. —  Her  government  is  now  on  the 
very  of  anarchy ;  her  perfidious  cruelty  to  her .  prisoners ;  her 
treacherous  violation  of  treaties  and  compacts ;  have  subjected  her  to 
the  frowns  and  scorn  of  civilized  nations ;  her  name  is  used  to  denote 
the  lowest  state  of  degradation;  to  represent  the  climax  of  all  that 
is  abject,  and  vile,  than  can  pollute  the  heart,  and  lower  human 
nature.  What  could  we  gain  by  collision  with  such  a  nation.  Vic- 
tory would  bring  no  honor — no  glory;  we  could  gain  nothing;  we 
might  lose  all.  Then  let  us  shrink  from  the  idea  of  such  an  enterprise ; 
that  can  alone  be  productive  of  disgrace,  dishonor  and  loss  of  repu- 
tation, without  any  thing  to  palliate,  or  extenuate ;  no,  not  the  slight- 
est shadow  of  a  chance  to  wipe  the  stain  from  our  escutcheon.  I 
know  your  response ;  bravery  and  generosity,  go  hand  in  hand. 

Impressed  with  these  views,  Fellow-citizens,  should  I  be  so  favored 
with  your  confidence  as  to  be  elected  Major  General ;  I  pledge  myself 
to  make  every  exertion  possible,  to  have  the  Militia  of  the  county  or- 
ganized according  to  law,  as  soon  as  practicable;  in  order  that  we 
may  be  always  ready  and  prepared  at  a  moments  warning  to  march 
to  the  call  of  danger,  and  be  our  country's  bulwark  in  time  of  peace, 
as  well  as  in  war, — the  terror  of  our  enemies. 

Your   Fellow-Citizen. 
San  Augustine,  April  15,  1839.  L.  H.  MABBITT. 

[  Addressed]  [  Endorsed  ] 
To  L.  H.  Mabbit, 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar  San  Augustine, 

City  of  Houston  April  15th,  1893. 


SPEECH  ! ! ! 


No.  1204 


1839  Apr.  16,  UENRY  THOMPSON,   [HOUSTON?  TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]   B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR,   [HOUSTON], 

TEXAS] 

Introducing  Clark  M.  Stone.  A.  N.  S.  1  p. 
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No.  1205 

1839  Apr.  17,  K[ENNET]   L.  ANDERSON,    SAN    AUGUSTINE, 
[TEXAS],  TO  [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]  LA:MAR, 
[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Sending  indorsements  of  himself  for  collector  by  E.  Rains  and  E. 
W.  CuUen,  [1839,  Mar.]  and  K.  H.  Muse,  [1839,  Apr.  4.]  A.  L.  S.  Ip. 

No.  1206 

1839  Apr.  17,    THOMAS    PRATT,     HOUSTON,     [TEXAS],    TO 
M[IRABEAU1    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR,   HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Interrogatories  relative  to  the  refusal  of  his  application  for  a 
cavalry  captain's  commission.    A.  L.  S.    3  p. 

No.  1207 

1839  Apr,  17,  S.  A.  PLUM^FER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

New  Orleans—  April  17th.  1839. 
Dear  General, 

Since  I  wrote  to  yon,  I  called  on  Mr.  Real  to  settle  for  the  Look- 
incr  Olass. —  He  said  I  owed  him  nothing  on  that  account. —  that  it 
was  the  first  opportunity  he  had  had  in  presenting  to  you  any  thin?, 
by  which  he  could  be  remembered, —  As  a  native  bom  of  the  same 
state —  he  w^as  from,  he  was  proud  of  you. —  And  hope  yoir  woUld 
receive  it  from  him. —  As  it  was  verv  handsomely  done, —  I  said  no 
more  al>out  it;  and  concluded  I  would  give  you  the  conversation  as 
near  as  possible. —  And  w^hen  we  ^et  our  town  on  Copano  laid  off— 
we  can  reciprocate. — 

Thei'c  was  a  few  days  ai?o,  from  Missi.  a  very  handsome  &  accom- 
plished youn^  lady —  She  is  determined  to  remove  to  Texas   next 
fall. —  She  is  worth  they  say  half  million — intends  setting?  her  cap 
for  you —  I  think  you  rather  old  for  her — She  is  20 —  suit  me  better.— 
ni  take  her  with  250,000$. —  Don't  you  think  she  must  be  clever?— 
I  Ve  been  busy  trading  some  land  for  money  &  negroes. — hope  to  make 
a  sufficient  rise  to  fit  out  my  Company  &  pay  for  the  Kendal  Rifles.— 
^ly  respects  to  my  friends — 
Yr.  truly 
Sam'l    A.    Plummer 
[rubric] 

[Addressed  ]  Private  [Endorsed] 

Ills  Excellency  Saml  A  Plummer 

M.  B.  Lamar,  N  0  17th.  Ap  1839 

(Prest.  of  Texas) 
Houston, 
Texas.— 
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No.  1208 

1839  Apr,  17,  G.  EVERETTE,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS],  TO  MflRA- 
BEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Invitation  to  a  family  dinner  on  [Apr.  18.]     A.  N.  S.    1  p.  ^ 

No.  1209 

1839  Apr.  18,  TIMO[THY]   SWIFT,  NEW    ORLEANS,    [LOUIS- 
IANA], TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Recommending  Lieutenant  George  H.  Rankin,  of  the  British  Navy, 
for  appointment  in  the  Navy  of  Texas,  e,  g,  on  one  of  the  vessels 
under  construction  in  Baltimore.  A.  L.  S.     3  p. 

No.  1210 

1839  Apr,  19,  J.  MORGAN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

New  Washington,  19th.  April  1839. 
Sir, 

The  office  of  Navy  Agent  which  your  Excellency  had 
the  kindness  to  I'onfer  on  me,  and  which  I  accepted  through  the 
strong  solicitations  of  my  friend  Genl.  Hunt,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
resign,  a$  I  find  it  may  interfere  with  my  private  business  so  far  as 
to  be  of  some  inconvenience  to  me.  I  tender  my  resignation  with 
the  less  reluctance  for  the  reason  of  knowing  that  there  are  others 
who  will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  appointment,  and  who  are  better 
qualified  to  fill  it  than  I  am. 

I  beg  leave  to  tender  my  acknowleements  for  this  mark 
of  your  Excellencys  confidence,  and  remain  with  the  highest  consid- 
eration of  respect 

Yr  Excellency's, 

:Mo  OM.  Servt, 

J  Morgan, 
[rubric] 
His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  J.  ^lorgan's 

'M.  B.  Lamar,  Resignation 

Prest.  of  the  Republic  of  Apl  27th.  1839. 

Texas. 

No.  1211 

1839  Apr.  19,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Charleston  April  19th.  1839. 
My  Dear  Sir. — 

I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  the 
North  informing  me  that  I  must  postpone  opening  my  negociations 
for  the  Texian  Loan  until  the  10th  of  May  at  which  time  the  Liver- 
pool Steamer  will  probably  bring  out  a  compleat  confirmation  of  the 
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pacific  news  brought  by  the  Western.  Correspondents  write  me  that 
whilst  it  would  be  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  open  the  negociation 
before  that  time  I  have  a  very  firm  conviction  that  I  shall  be  aUe 
soon  after  that  period,  satisfactorily  to  close  it,  at  least  in  a  form  to 
grant  you  some  relief  by  advances  on  the  Bondte. —  I  shall  have  a 
messenger  ready  to  take  Bank  Notes  if  the  advances  are  made  in  this 
form  or  transmit  Post  Notes  for  negociation  in  New  Orleans  by 
Express  Mail. — 

I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Biddle  under 

date  the  11th.  of  April  in  which  he  says — *'  In  relation  to  the  Texian 
Loan  all  I  can  say  now  is,  that  what  I  could  have  done  while  in  the 
Bank,  I  think  I  can  do  as  well  if  not  better  while  out  of  it.  I  am 
now  at  liberty  to  widen  the  sphere  of  negociation  with  other  Insti- 
tutions that  might  be  disposed  to  embark  in  it."  I  shall  leave  this 
on  the  first  week  in  May  &  reach  Philadelphia  on  the  10th.  ready  to 
meet  the  Exs.  by  the  Steamship  Liverpool  which  I  have  no  doubt  will 
be  favorable. — 

With  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  Your  Republic  let 
me  my  Dear  Sir  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  economy 
in  your  naval  &  miHtary  expenditures.  They  will  absorb  the  whole 
Amt.  of  your  Loan  in  12  months  if  sufficient  restraints  are  not  early 
imposed. —  I  am  convinced  you  will  have  to  anchor  the  Charleston  or 
Tather  Zavala  for  Harbor  Defense  at  Galveston  or  run  her  with  3 
ofiicers  on  board  as  a  Mail  Packet. — 

Forgive  this  suggestion  for  from  the  course  of  mangement  I  saw 
that  the  Boat  was  under  at  New  Orleans  that  she  would  bum  a 
dreadful  hole  in  your  resources. — 

As  I  must  look  to  Europe  for  finally  placing  our  Loan  in  invest- 
ment whatever  advances  we  may  obtain  here,  I  cannot  but  repeat  the 
importance  of  a  recognition  of  the  Independence  of  Texas  by  France. 
I  wish  no  diplomatic  honors  or  emoluments  for  myself  but  some 
official  testimonial  to  show  that  I  am  in  your  confidence  that  I  may 
approach  Louis  Phillip  &  his  Ministers, —  as  one  having  at  least  some 
authority  to  speak. 

I  transmit  you  a  Newspaper  showing  you  that  Texas  begins  to  be 
toasted  in  the  U.  S. — a  favorable  augury. —  You  may  depend  on  my 
zealous  exertions  &  be  of  good  cheer  I  must  succeed  without  some 
very  untoward  event  occurs. — 

I  remain  with  sincere  esteem 
very  respectfully  &  faithfully  Yours. — 
His  Excellency  J.  Hamilton 

M.  B.  Lamar  [rubric] 

Presdt.  of  Texas 

P.  S.  I  think  it  vastly  important  the  moment  Capt.  Moore  has 
concluded  his  business  at  the  North  that  he  should  repair  to  Texas 
&  arrange  your  naval  concerns.  His  expernce  will  be  of  infinite  con- 
sequence.—  ^ 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellencv  J.  Hamilton, 

M.  B.  Lamar.  Apr.  19.  '39 

Houston 
—Texas.— 
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No.  1212 

1839  Apr.  19,  T.  SWIFT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

City  of  New  Orleans  April  19th  1839. 
To  Mirabeau  B.  Lam^ir, 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 

Dear  Genl. 
After  presenting  you  my  best  regards,  permit  me  to  ad- 
dress you  in  behalf  of  a  claimant  on  the  Government  of  Texas.  The 
claimant  is  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Proctor  now  of  this  City.  A  lady  of  the 
highest  respectability,  and  reputation  for  Integrity  &.  C.  &  C.  She 
was  keeping  a  Boarding  House  in  Matamoras  (Mexico)  when  Mexico 
invaded  Texas  in  1835  and  did  much,  very  much  to  mitigate  the  suf- 
ferings of  our  prisoners  confined  at  Matamoras; —  was  indefatigable 
in  her  labours  to  effect  their  liberation  from  the  loathesome  walls 
where  they  were  incarcerated; —  and  spared  no  efforts  during  their 
confinement  to  contribute  to  their  necessities.  This  Lady  often  in 
her  o\^Ti  person  visited  the  prison  dressed  the  wounds  of  prisoners, 
and  administered  to  their  wants,  for  which  she  made  no  charge. 
Others  who  were  more  fortunate  and  escaped  confinement  her  house 
was  open  to  for  several  months. 

M\aj,  Miller  and 
seven  others  made  prisioners  with  him,  Boarded  with  her  near  three 
months — for  which  she  presents  a  Claim  on  the  Govt,  of  Five  Hundred 
and  eighty  five  dollars  which  is  certainly  very  moderate  compensa- 
tion. Capt.  H.  W,  Karnes  is  conversant  with  the  matter  and  will 
Testify  to  the  same. 

And  now,  dear  Genl.  in  the  course  of  strict  justice  in  the 
[behalf  of]  a  Lady  whose  benevolence  and  most  active  exertions  were 
put  forth,  in  behalf  of  our  unfortunate  Citizens  in  our  time  of  peril, 
without  promise  or  scarcely  hope  of  reward,  and  whose  pecuniary 
circumstances  would  render  the  pittance  so  justly  her  due  very  ac- 
ceptable at  this  time;  Allow  me  to  solicit  your  Influence  and  exer- 
tions to  place  the  claims  of  this  Lady  on  the  Govt,  in  a  State  of 
Liquidation.    And  much  oblige.  Yours  with 

The  Highest  Respect 
His  Excellency  Timo  Swift. 

3/.  B  Lam^r. 

N.  B.  Pleas  have  the  goodness  to  forward  as  early  as  possible  an 
answer  to  this,  Addressed  to  J.  S.  Walker,  Esq.  N.  Orleans — Care 
of  N.  &  J.  Dick  &  Co. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Oenl.  Mirabeau  B,  Lamar^  Tim  Swift 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  New  Orleans  19.  Apl. 

City  of  Houston,  Mrs.  Proctors  Claim 
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No.  1213 

1839  Apr.  20,  RAWDON,  WRIGHT,   HATCH   &  EDSON,  NEW 

ORLEANS,    [LOUISIANA],  TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONA. 

PARTE]  LAMAR,   [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Sending  impressions  and  proofs  of  plates  for  Treasury  notes ;  other 
plates  in  preparation.    L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1214 

1839  Apr.  21,  0.  A.  [ROBERTS]  MATHER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Galveston  Aprail  the  21 
Dear  Mirabeau 

Do  you  remember  j?ivinj^  me  permission  to  talk  to  you  with  the 
same  freedom  that  I  would  talk  to  my  brother  and  assuring  me  that 
it  would  gratify  rather  than  annoy  you — you  do — well  then  I  shall 
without  any  further  preface  in  this,  or  any  future  letter,  ramble  on 
without  restraint,  and  without  method — and  it  may  sometimes  chance 
without  very  good  sense,  until  you  withdraw  the  pri\nlege  you  have 
so  kindly  given  me.  It  is  natural  that  I  should  write  first  about  what 
I  think  most,  even  when  doubtful  of  its  being  a  matter  of  interest  to 
you — I  have  taken  a  fancy  to  come,  and  see  you  next  week  as  papa 
tells  you  could  not  come  with  him,  and  probably  will  not  be  able  to 
come  for  some  time — shall  I  come,  be  not  afraid  of  sincerity  with  me, 
I  will  not  be  in  the  least  hurt  should  you  think  it  better  for  me  to 
remain  until  you  can  come — I  could  not  come  until  next  week,  write, 
and  tell  me  whether  you  wish  me  to  come  or  not.  I  feel  constrained 
to  tell  you  some  things  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge —  and  to  the 
knowledge  of  many  other  persons  here  leaving  you  to  make  what  use 
you  may  think  of  it  or  pass  it  by  as  idle  talk  as  may  seem  best  to 
you — I  speak  of  the  bad  conduct  of  Capt  Hinton  to  his  officers,  tax- 
iiiir  his  iu'ienuity  in  the  exercise  of  a  petty  tyrany  that  I  should  think 
perfectly  intolerable  to  any  set  of  gentleman  in  the  world — especially 
as  he  is  so  totally  inefficient  as  a  commander  himself,  exciting  nothing 
but  contemi)t  not  only  in  his  officers  (who  bye  the  way  shew  a  won- 
derful degree  of  forbearance  thus  far,  tho  I  do  not  think  it  is  in 
human  to  bear  it  much  longer)  but  in  all  who  have  had  any  thing 
to  do  with  him —  we  have  ceased  to  tolerate  him  almost  notwith- 
standing our  compassion  for  his  wife,  who  sees  as  readily  as  any  of 
ns  his  ridiculous  vanity  and  pompous,  and  unjust  assumption  of  au- 
thority, while  in  fact  he  is  nothing  but  a  mere  down,  the  whole  hMsi- 
ncss  of  the  Ship  being  transacted  by  a  young  Officer  much  esteemed 
here  not  only  on  account  of  his  skill,  and  energ>'  as  an  officer  but 
for  high  moral  character — his  name  is  Lothrop,  the  second  Left  too 
is  said  to  be  an  excellent  officer,  and  indeed  all  of  them  save  this 
poor  bundle  of  weakness,  and  vanity,  the  little  common  sense  he  ever 
possessed  having  been  completely  upset  by  the  weight  of  lionours— 
heaped  on  him — why  he  intimated  very  broadly  that  you  will  find 
him  necessary  to  the  support  of  your  administration,  and  confidently 
looks  forward  to  the  time,  when  you  will  find  your  error  in  not  mak- 
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ing  him  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  when  you  will  repair  it.  How 
often  have  I  exclaimed  on  witnessing  some  absurd  exhibition  .  of 
Authority  in  the  words  of  that  wonderful  reader  of  human  char- 
acter **  dressed  in  a  little  brief  authority,  he  plays  such  fantastic 
tricks  as  make  the  angels  weep/'  But  enough  of  hinl.  I  have  be- 
come since  I  wrote  you  last  very  well  acquainted  with  Dr.  Reed  of 
the  Navy,  and  find  not  only  pleasure  but  instruction  in  his  society, 
he  is  inteligent,  and  even  learned  without  l)eing  conceited,  on  the 
contrary  he  is  a  very  modest,  and  unassuming  gentleman —  I  talk 
to  him  a  great  deal  about  you,  and  express  freely  to  him  my  warm 
attachment  to  your  person,  and  enthusiastic  admiration  of  your 
talents,  and  unimpeachable  integrity —  at  such  times,  he  expresses 
great  regret,  at  not  having  been  able  to  know  you  better,  as  there  was 
always  such  a  crowd  about  you  that  he  felt  it  must  be  an  intolerable 
tax,  not  only  on  your  patience,  but  even  on  your  health,  and  therefore 
refrained  from  visiting  you  much — I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  prom- 
ising him  an  oportunity  of  cultivating  your  acquaintance  when  you 
come  down  to  stay  with  us  this  summer.  General  Hunt  says  he  re- 
signed in  the  Army  at  your  request  to  become  what  he  now  is,  the 
Senior  Surgeon  in  the  Navy,  and  I  have  heard  many  rejoice  at  the 
improvement  in  his  situation —  I  wish  all  our  officers  were  like  him, 
his  wife  is  coming  in  a  few  months,  and  from  his  description,  wall 
be  a  most  agreeable  addition  to  our  little  society  here. 

There  has  been  a  vesel  hovering  around  our  coast  that  excites  con- 
siderable speculation  since  the  night  before  last,  Col  Fisher  ob- 
served it,  and  came  in  to  the  Zavalla    (after  having  fired  one  or 

two  guns  without  any  effect)  and  apprised  Capt.  H of  the  cir- 

sumstance — the  first,  and  second  Left's  with  Captain  Taylor,  were 
anxious  to  man  some  boats,  and  go  in  pursuit — but  Capt  H —  would 
not  allow  it.  Some  think  it  a  Mexican,  but  more  that  it  is  a  slave 
trader — ,  endeavoring  to  land  slaves, — last  night  about  midnight  we 
heard  two  other  guns  from  the  fort — the  cause  of  which  we  have  not 
yet  heard.  Capt's  Taylor,  and  Wright  have  gone  down  there —  We 
shall  soon  know  what  it  all  means  I  suppose. 

I  am  delighted  to  hear  of  the  peace  established  between  you,  and 
General  Baker —  as  he  seemsi  to  me  a  man  of  strong  sense,  and  most 
determined  character — -  and  you  have  active  enemies  enough  with- 
out him  to  organise  them  as  he  doubtles  would  if  he  had  remained 
unfrie[nd]ly  to  you,  being  possessed  of  more  mind,  and  energy  than 
any  of  the  othe[r]s. 

Have  you  heard  any  thing  from  General  Hamilton  relative  to  the 
loan —  my  boys  prospects  in  life  depend  so  much  on  it,  that  I  am 
most  anxious  to  hear  of  his  success —  but  it  is  too  soon  yet  I  fear. 

Papa  has  been,  and  is  yet,  quite  indisposed — owing  to  his  having 
taken  deep  cold  I  think — but  he  is  improving.  I  am  glad  the  Zavalla 
is  laid  up,  although  I  am  in  concequence  obliged  to  give  up  my  fine 
shoping  expedition,  with  which  I  meant  to  astonish  the  World  of 
fashion,  and  of  taste,  (notwithstanding  your  shameful^  and  most  U7i- 
gallant  negligence  in  sending  me  my  paspart)  however  I  was  quite 
independent  of  you,  ha\ang  an  invitation  from  the  Secretary —  and 
that  poor  apology  for  a  Capt  of  a  Man  of  War,  but  I  wanted  from 
none  but  you,  you  naughty  ungrateful  gentleman.    Must  I  come  next 
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week,  can  you  take  care  of  me  one  or  two  days.    **Dinria  forget''  me. 
Oliva  A.  Mather. 

Pray  tell  me  what  has  become  of  my  long  letter — I  have  looked 
most  anxiously  for  it.  Could  you  imagine  the  pleasure  you  give  me 
in  writing  I  am  sure  you  would  be  more  industrious  as  a  correspon- 
dent. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 
To  his  Excellency  Private  Correspondince 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  Apl  21,  1839. 

Houston    Ts —  Galveston 

No.  1215 

1S39  April  23,  J.  P.  HENDERSON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON] 

Paris  April  23rd  1839 
My  Dr  Sir 

I  am  now  anxiously  expecting  daily  to  hear  of  the  arrival  here 
the  report  of  the  Agent  sent  by  this  Government  to  Texas,  as  1 
learned  some  time  since  through  the  U.  S.  Newspapers  that  he  ar- 
rived at  Galveston  in  Feb — 

I  apprehend  that  his  delay  has  been  in  pusuance  of  instructions 
from  his  Government  and  I  fear  also  that  he  may  yet  delay  his  re- 
port some  weeks  until  the  treaty  lately  made  between  the  French 
Admiral  &  the  Executive  of  Mexico  through  the  interposition  of  Mr. 
Packingham  the  British  Minister  shall  have  been  ratified  hy  the  Mex- 
imn  Congress  I  shall  however  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  urge  them  to 
give  me  a  decisive  answer  to  the  application  for  recognition  as  soon 
as  I  hear  of  the  return  of  their  Agent  to  the  U.  S.  You  have  doubt- 
less seen  it  stated  in  the  U.  S.  papers  that  the  Federal  party  in  Mex- 
ico had  propose  to  make  a  Treaty  with  Texas  &  recognize  her  inde- 
pendence provided  she  would  furnish  a  given  number  of  soldiers  to 
aid  Urea  in  his  efforts  to  restore  the  Constitution  of  1824.  That  re- 
port has  given  the  friends  of  Texas  here  some  uneasiness  as  they 
feared  Texas  would  enter  into  such  a  Treaty  and  thereby  detract 
from  the  high  position  she  has  assumed.  I  have  assured  our  friends 
that  I  believe  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from  that  quarter  as  I  knew 
the  Government  and  people  of  Texas  would  form  no  sort  of  political 
connexion  with  any  Mexican  authority,  however  specious  their  ob- 
ject might  seem  to  be.  I  see  it  also  stated  still  more  recently  that 
Stanta  Anna  or  the  Govt,  party  has  sent  a  secret  agent  in  the  shape 
of  a  Priest  to  divert  the  attention  of  Texas  to  another  and  counter 
plot.  It  is  fortunate  for  Texas,  if  that  be  the  fact,  that  it  is  you 
who  know  him  so  well  with  whom  he  has  to  deal  (I  mean  St. 
Anna).  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  contracted  for  a  sufficient 
Naval  force  to  keep  the  command  of  the  Gulf  against  Mexico.  Noth- 
ing would  so  much  contribute  to  the  recogntion  of  the  Independence 
of  Texas  by  England  and  even  by  Mexico  herself  as  [the  blo]ckade 
of  Vera  Cruse  and  such  of  the  other  Mexican  ports  as  Texas  may 
have  the  power  to  support  efficiently.  Such  a  measure  if  adopted  by 
Texas  would  prove  to  all  the  world  that  she  is  able  to  maintain  her 
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present  position  agrainst  the  efforts  of  Mexico  and  would  also  force 
Enf^land  the  interests  of  whose  capitalists  are  so  much  dependent 
their  commerce  with  Mexico,  to  interpose  and  influence  Mexico  to 
recognize  Texas  as  the  only  means  of  settling  the  embarrassment  in 
her  commerce.  That  Texas  will  be  able  to  support  a  blockade  against 
Vera  Cruse  provided  she  succeeds  in  obtaining  the  vessels  con- 
tracted for  I  cannot  doubt — she  may  be  able  also  to  blockade  ef- 
ficiently Tampico  also —  but  the  efficient  blockade  of  Veracruse 
alone  would  bring  about,  and  very  speedily  too,  that  desirable  ob- 
ject. The  history  of  the  late  contest  between  France  &  ^lexico  so 
far  as  the  action  of  England  is  concerned  seems  to  me  to  be  suf- 
ficient proof  of  the  correctness  of  thisi  opinion.  Her  citizens  (Eng- 
lish) who  are  largely  the  creditors  of  Mexico  and  whose  influence  has 
heretofore  been  used  strongly  against  Texas  would  then  see  the  nec- 
cessity  of  calling  upon  their  Govt,  to  interfere  and  bring  about  a  com- 
promise as  they  have  done  between  France  &  Mexico 

Heret[ofore  I]  mentioned  to  you  in  a  private  letter  that  it  was 
my  desire  to  return  to  Texas  during  the  approaching  sumer  or  fall, 
I  also  mentioned  the  same  in  a  more  formal  manner  to  the  Secy  of 
State.  In  those  communications  I  fixed  upon  no  time  at  which  I 
wished  to  be  relieved.  I  must  now  ask  leave  to  leave  my  post  by 
the  1st  of  September  next.  At  that  date  I  would  be  glad  to  deliver 
over  to  such  a  gentleman  as  you  may  name  the  charge  of  the  papers 
&  business  of  the  Legation  or  I  would  be  glad  to  retire  at  an  earlier 
day  provided  I  could  previously  obtain  from  this  &  the  British  Gov- 
ernment a  decisive  answer  upon  the  question  of  recognition  I  hope 
and  believe  that  you  will  justly  appreciate  my  desire  to  settle  that 
question  before  I  return.  It  is  now  nearly  two  years  since  I  arrived 
in  England  and  the  day  cannot  be  far  distant  when  this  &  that 
Govt,  must  feel  themselves  bound  to  say  positively  yea  or  nay  and  as 
soon  as  I  can  obtain  such  a  decision  or  in  any  event  by  the  first  of 
Septr.  I  wish  to  retire  from  the  place  I  now  occupy  My  health  has 
suffered  so  much  for  the  last  six  months  from  the  severity  of  this 
climate  that  I  cannot  with  safety  remain  here  anothe[r  winjter  and 
independent  that  my  private  business  demands  my  attention  at 
home.  You  will  have  been  told  that  Mcintosh  will  gladly  remain 
here  or  in  England  provided  he  can  have  the  appointment  of  Min- 
ister to  either  or  both  places  should  they  still  remain  connected  His 
appointment  would  be  most  convenient  as  I  could  at  any  time  even 
previous  to  Septr.  leve  [sic]  him  in  charge  of  matters 

I  have  the  honour  to    ' 
Remain  your  most 
Obedient  Servant 

J  Pinckney  Henderson 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Excellency  W.  P.  Henderson 

Care  of  Genl  M  B.  Lamar  Paris         23  Apl  1839 

Wm  Bryan  Esq.  Bepublic  of  Texas  official 

Texian  Consul 
New  Orleans 
La. 
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No.  1216 

1839  Apr.  23,  J.  W.  MOODY  TO  [M.  B.  LAMAE,  HOUSTON] 

1st  Auditors  office 
Houston  23d  Apl  1839 
His  Excellency 

Will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  corrispondence"*  that  the  case  has 
been  before  Congress  they  did  not  alter  the  orders  of  the  Ex.  Presi- 
dent, however  during  that  Session  I  am  of  opinion  the  Congress 
passed  a  Law  to  pay  them  which  was  vetoed'  by  the  President  and 
his  vetoe  was  sutained  by  the  Senate  I  am  well  satisfied  I  must  have 
handed  the  order  which  the  President  gave  me  to  Congress  which 
was  not  returned  it  is  nevertheless  a  matter  which  was  known  to  all 
the  Congress.  I  have  never  asked  for  the  order  believing  it  could 
be  had  at  any  time,  and  it  had  Escaped  my  recollection  untill  I 
found  the  enclosed  documents  I  presume  the  whole  proceedings  can 
be  seen  among  the  papers  of  the  Senate 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain 
Your  obedient  Servant 
J.  W.  Moody, 
[rubric] 

[Endorsed! 

J  W  Moody 
25rd.  Apl  1839 
Respecting  1st  Audtr. 
J  M  Shreve 

No.  1217 
1839  Apr.  23,  HENRY  SfTUART]  POOTE,  JACKSON,   [MISSIS- 
SIPPI], TO  M[mABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAlViAB, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Dr.  Sims.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1218 

1839  Apr,  24,  ALEXANDER  G.  McNUTT,    JACKSON,    MISSIS- 
SIPPI, TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Requisition  for  the  extradition  of  Magnus  T.  Rogers,  under  indict- 
ment for  murder.    D.  S.    2  p. 
With  No.  1219. 

No.  1219 

1839  Apr.  24,  A[LBXANDER]  G.   McNUTT,   EXECUTIVE    DE- 
PARTMENT,  JACKSON,  [MISSISSIPPI],  TO  WILLIAM 
F.  WILLSON,  GALVESTON,  TEXAS   • 

Enclosing  extradition  papers  of  Magnus  T.  Rogers.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
Enclosures,  8  p. ;  see  Nos.  718,  1102,  1219,  1220. 


•*N08.  600  and  602. 
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No.  1220 

1839  Apr.  24,  AfLEXANDER]   G.  McNUTT,    EXECUTIVE    DE- 

PARTIVIENT,  JACKSON,  [MISSISSIPPI],  TO  ALCEE 

LABRANCHE,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Asking:  that  Lamar  be  requested  to  furnish  to  W.  P,  Willson  a  suf- 
ficient force  to  arrest  and  hold  M.  T.  Rogers.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
With  No.  1219. 

No.  1221 

1839  Apr,  24,  J.  W.  CAUTRY,  CAMDEN,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,   [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS]       ' 

Introducing  Tho[mas]  Priestly  Cooper,  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper 
A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1222 

1839  Apr,  24,  W.  J.  JONES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Camp  Austin,  near  the  Mountains — 
April  24th  1839. 
Dear  Genl. 

Capt.  Davis  who  has  been  acting  as  Adjt.  to  the  detachment  of 
Volunteers  under  my  command  being  functus  officii  since  the  divi- 
sion of  the  two  companies,  has  concluded  to  return  to  Houston.  He 
is  an  experienced  officer  and  I  beg  to  recommend  him  to  your  notice. 
He  will  talk  with  you  in  relation  to  the  expedition  under  Col. 
Karnes.    Capt.  Davis  is  an  excellent  Artillery  Officer 

[All  t]he  frontier  in  this  q[uar]ter  is  entirely  quiet  and  the 
people  manifest  no  symptoms  of  discontent  with  the  government 
nor  alarm  for  their  own  safety. 

I  hope  I  will  soon  be  at  liberty  to  enter  ]ipon  active  duty — 
Lying  idle  in  camp  does  not  suit  my  disposition —  I  am  wasting  a 
great  deal  of  time  which  might  be  profitably  employed.  My  poverty 
requires  an  early  and  strong  effort  to  improve  my  finances — Depend- 
ence is  horrible  to  contemplate  in  the  distance,  but  when  its  chilling 
influences  are  actually  felt  the  terror  is  increased  ten-fold.  I  hope 
therefore  if  there  is  no  prospect  of  getting  up  the  expedition  under 
Col.  Karnes  that  the  Troops  under  my  command  may  be  discharged 
early  in  May  unless  the  situation  of  the  frontier  should  require  their 
presence  here.  The  crops  o[f  this  section]  will  be  pitched  by  the 
6th  day  of  June  when  the  people  on  the  frontier  will  be  able  to  protect 
themselves.  Provisions  are  very  scarce  and  we  have  to  haul  corn  & 
dried  beef  forty  miles.  My  orders  from  Genl.  Burleson  have  been 
promptly  &  strictly  executed. 
Do  let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  first  opportunity — 

Tour  sincere  friend 

W.  Jefferson  Jones 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 
His  Bxcy.  J  T  Jc«ies 

M.  B.  Lamar  Prom  Camp  24th. 
Houston  Apl — — 

Capt.  J.  L.  Davis 
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No.  1223 

1839  Apr.  2i,  THOfMAS]  J.  RUSK,  NACOGDOCHES,  [TEXAS], 
TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Endorsing  W.  L.  Underwood  to  succeed  W.  H.  Jack  as  a  compiler 
of  la\vs.    A,  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1224 

1839  Apr.  25,  C.  B.  STUART  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

To  his  Excellency 

General  Mirabeau  B  Lamar     ) 

president  of  the  Republic     \ 

of  Texas  \ 

Sir 

*'T  would  most  respectfully 
ask  leave  to  represent  the  confused  state  of  things  upon  our  Southern 
County  boundary —  also  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  County  of 
Harrisburs:.  And  to  pray  your  Excellency's — consideration  of  a 
means  corrective  and  remedial —  The  Southern  boundary  of  the 
Comity  of  Washington  and  that  on  the  North  of  Harrisburg —  Well 
known  at  one  time —  has  since  the  opening  of  tlie  land  office  been 
thrown  into  dispute  and  conflict  having  in  many  instances  been  left 
far  in  the  rear  by  the  invading  Deputy  Surveyors  from  Harrisburg 
County —  The  act  creating  the  county  of  Montgomery  gave  to  us  all 
that  part  of  Washington  East  of  the  Brazos,  and  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  act  intended  specially  to  define  to  us  all  the  advantages  of  the 
territoiy  of  Washington,  East  of  the  Brazos  mentioned  a  creek  which 
was  by  Congress  supposed  to  be  the  proper  and  before  known  and 
recived  Southern  boundary  of  Washington  on  the  East  of  the 
Brazos —  In  this  they  were  in  great  error,  either  by  mwe presentation 
or  from  want  of  due  information, —  Lake  Creek  was  substituted  for 
Spring  Creek —  the  proper  and  established  South  boundary  of  Wash- 
ington, a  distance  of  some  12  or  15  miles  existing  between.  To  show 
the  correctness  of  what  is  here  stated  I  have  only  to  refer  to  the 
older  inhabitants  near  and  upon  Spring  Creek  to  the  creation  of  the 
miimicipality  of  Harrisburg —  to  the  act  of  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment defining  the  limits  of  the  County  of  Harrisburg,  (or  Munici- 
pality) to  the  communication  of  the  chief  Justice  of  that  County  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Telegraph —  printed  in  the  same,  of  the  bounds  of 
his  county —  Congress  in  the  session  of  1838  became  aware  of  the 
error  and  endeavoured  to  correct  it  by  **an  act  to  define  the  boundary 
line  of  the  county  of  Montgomery'' —  Shortly  after  the  opening  of 
the  Land  office  it  became  known  to  us  that  the  Deputies  of  Harris- 
burg were  within  our  limits  but  supposing  it  casutal  or  the  comple- 
tion of  sur\^eys  which  had  been  commenced  in  Harrisburg  near  the 
line —  But  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  infraction —  becoming  very 
apparent  that  our  previous  surveys  far  within  our  line  had  been  by 
them  resur\'eyed.     I  communicated  the  fact  to  Mr  Borden,  who  im- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  op  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  545 

mediately  issued  instructions  to  the  County  Surveyors  of  either 
coiunty  requiring  of  them  a  cessation  of  operations  by  their  deputies 
A^ithin  the  disputed  tract,  until  the  line  should  be  run,  at  the  same 
instructing  them  to  meet  &  run  the  line —  of  these  orders  copies 
with  the  seal  of  the  General  Tjand  office  were  by  me  posted  up,  at 
Deckers  the  headquarters  of  these  deputies  and  within  the  land  in 
dispute —  So  that  ignorance,  or  want  of  Knowledge  might  not  con- 
tinue the  evil,  To  these  prohbi^ions  no  regard  was  paid  by  the 
Deputies —  and  many  surveys  afterward  made^ —  The  county  sur- 
veyor of  Montgomery  addressed  a  letter  to  that  officer  of  Harrisburg 
asking  for  a  day  of  meeting — examination  and  adjustment  of 
bounds —  to  which  he  received  a  reply  that  their  views  would  proba- 
bly be  so  dissimilar  that  no  satisfactory  conclusion  could  be  attained, 
Mr  Trott  a  Deputy  of  Harrisburg  shortly  after  the  reply  above  men- 
tioned ran  a  line —  (we  learn  without  any  authority,)  as  the  divi- 
sional line —  between  the  counties —  marking  the  same  as  such — 
About  the  same  time  our  County  surveyor  in  conjunction  with  the 
county  surveyor  proceeded  of  Austin  proceeded  to  adjust®'  the 
mutual  boundary  of  Austin  &  Montgomery —  at  a  point  some  6  miles 
south  of  the  beginning  place  of  Mr.  Trotts  line —  who  in  preference 
of  a  well  known  lake  of  water,  the  head  of  Spring  Creek  chose  a 
small  pond  which  goes  drv  in  summer —  and  which  does  not  indicate 
by  by  \sic]  any  channel  from  the  place —  that  it  is  even  one  of  the 
sources  of  Spring  Creek.  At  what  appeared  to  these  Surveyors  by 
close  examination —  and  by  reference  for  information  to  the  older 
settlers —  the  proper  source  of  Spring —  they  established  the  N  E 
corner  of  Austin.  County  upon  the  South  4ine  of  Montgomery —  At 
the  last  Session  of  Congress  a  bill  passed  the  representative  branch 
for  the  rendering  more  clear  the  matter —  but  which  did  not  pass  the 
Senate  (we  are  so  informed) —  There  are  being  now  returned  to  the 
General  Land  office  the  notes  of  surveys  made  from  Harrisburg,  but 
upon  surveys  previously  made,  for  within —  our  county  and  many  of 
which  were  probably  made  by  the  present  County  surv^eyor  of  Har- 
risburg when  a  Deputy — knowingly 

Perceiving  by  the  prints  that  patents  may  soon  issue,  and  unless 
your  Excellency  was  in  possession  of  some  information  on  our  part, 
patents  mights  issue  to  those  who  have  really  no  claim,  has  induced 
me  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  facts  as  they  exist,  appealing  to  your 
Excellencys  Justice  and  wisdom  for  such  action  as  may  protect  our 
rights —  without  our  being  compelled  to  incur  expensive  heavy  and 
protracted  suits  at  law —  at  the  same  time  refering  myself  to  your 
Excellencys  known  goodness  to  excuse  by  troubling  you  therein — 
We  have  been  all  along  in  hopes  that  the  commissioner  General 
would  have  enforced  the  running  of  the  boundary  line  which  should 
have  been  ordered  previous  to  the  commencement  of  surveys  near  the 
boundary —  and  much  difficulty  thereby  prevented —  and  now  were 
he  to  cause  the  same  to  be  run  it  would  give  to  either  party  such 
knowledge  as  would  prevent  much  contention —  I  believe  that  he  does 
not  conceve  himself  competent  to  adjust  or  order  the  adjustment  of 

*The  writer  evidently  confused  himself  here.  The  sentence  probably  should 
read,  "our  County  surveyor  in  conjunction  with  the  county  surveyor  of  Aus- 
tin proceeded  to  adjust    ....*' 
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a  boundary  between  counties —  even  were  this  so —  he  would  have 
been  justified  in  enforcing  a  conditional  boundary  to  have  been  sur- 
veyed which  would  have  put  a  stop  to  aggressions  and  the  consequent 
conflict,  in  a  very  great  degree, —  With  many  others  my  rights  and 
claims  are  disturbed  and  invaded  Surveys  made  on  the  East  side  of 
San  Jacinto  in  June  1838  have  been  resurveyed  and  literally  cut  up- 
lines have  crossed  the  river  into  old  deeded  land  on  the  west  side  and 
no  regard  paid  to  the  river  as  a  colonial  divisional  line —  At  the  time 
I  made  my  first  complaint  to  Mr  B  my  survey's  were  not  affected— 
and  my  representations  to  him  had  no  other  personal  concern  than 
the  apprehension  that  mine  as  well  as  my  neighbors  might  be  subjected 
to  infraction —  In  almost  every  instance  of  a  resurvey  by  the  Harris- 
burg  Surveyors  within  our  County  they  were  apprised  by  the  parties 
thereto  that  they  were  in  wrong  and  out  of  their  county —  to  which 
however  no  regard  was  given — 

Trusting  for  your  Excellencys  consideration  of 
these  matters  and  relying  upon  your  indulgence 
for  the  liberty,  I  have  the  honor  to  oflfer  by  most 
profound  respect  &  personal  regard  and 
am  your  Excellencys  Most  Obt  Servant 
Charles  B  Stewart 


Montgomery 

April  25,  1839— 


[rubric] 


[  Addressed  ]  [Endorsed  ] 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lan^^r  Chas.  B.  Stewart 

April        25,    '^39 

No.  1225 

1839  Apr.  27,  M.  HUNT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Navy  Denartment 
Houston  April  27th  1839.- 
Sir. 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  cor- 
respondence of  Mr  S.  F.  B.  Morse  and  myself  which  occured  during 
my  residence  as  Minister  at  Washington,  in  which  that  gentleman 
tendered  the  perpetual  use  of  his  Electro  Magnetic  Telegraph  to  this 
Republic ;  likewise  an  original  letter,  accompanied  by  a  drawing  of 
the  Electro  Magnetic  Tele<rraph,  so  far  as  it  was  then  completed,  with 
a  request  that  they  be  placed  for  the  present  in  the  secret  archives 
of  the  Nation, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
Excellency's  Obdt  Servt. 
To/  Mcmuc«n    Hunt 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar  ^Secretary  of  the  Na^7. 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas.       ) 

[Endorsed] 

Memucan  Hunt, 
April  27,  1839, 
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No.  1226 

1839  Apr.  37,  HENRY  S[TUART]  FOOTE,    CANTON,    MISSIS- 
SIPPI, TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[U0NAPARTE1  LAMAR, 
[ALBERT  SIDNEY]    JOHNSTON,    [MEMUCAN] 
HUNT  AND   [JAMES]  WEBB,  HOUSTON, 
TEXAS 

Introducing  Judge  Campbell.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1227 

1839  Apr.  27,  CHArRLE]S  HOWARD,  MATAGORDA,  [TEXAS], 
TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Sending  scrip  in  favor  of  B.  H.  Mordecai  and  applying  for  an  ap- 
pointment.   A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1228 

1839  Apr.  27,   [MEMUCAN  HUNT,    HOUSTON,    TEXAS],    TO 
M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Relative  to  his  own  resignation  and  the  time  of  its  acceptance.    A. , 
N.  S.    1  p. 
Mutilated. 

No.  1229 

1839  Apr.  28,  W.  G.  STILL,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],    TO    M[IRA. 
BEAU]  B[UONAPARTE],  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS], 

Inquiry  regarding  the  result  of  his  application  for  a  captain's  com- 
mission.   A.  N.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1230 

1839  Apr.  29,  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD,  ALBANY,  NEW  YORK 

Certificate  of  identification  of  Jacob  Hand.    D.  S.    1  p. 
Appended  to  No.  1122. 

No.  1231 

1839  Apr.  29,  B.  E.  BEE  TO  C.  C.  SEBRING,  [NEW  ORLEANS, 

LOUISIANA]  •• 

Correspondence  between  Col.  B.  E.  Bee  and  C.  C.  Sebring. 


Col.  Bee  to  Mr.  Sebring. 

Orleans,     April  29th,  1839. 
Sir, 
Facts  have  come  to  my  knowledge  relative  to  your  affairs  in  Mex- 

"Copy.    With  no.  1247. 
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ico,  which  render  it  necessary  that  I  should  at  once  inform  you  that 
it  will  be  impossible  that  you  should  accompany  me  in  the  capacity 
of  Secretary.  The  mission  is  one  of  ^eat  doubt,  and  infinite  deli- 
cacy, and  any  thing  calculated  to  mar  it  or  in  any  way  to  excite  the 
sliji^htest  feeling  in  Mexico  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided.  I  shall 
obtain  an  interpreter  through  the  English  or  American  Legation,  and 
hence  will  not  wait  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Amory,  for  whom  I  applied 
I  am  respectfully,  yours, 

Signed.    Bernard  B.  Bee. 

No.  1232 

1839  Apr.  29,  C.  C.  SEBRIXG  TO  B,  E.  BEE,  [NEW  ORLEANS, 

LOUISIANA]  «^ 

Mr.  Sebring's  Reply. 

Barnard  E.  Bee,  Esq.  Orleans  Hotel,  April  29. 

Sir —  Indisposition  has  prevented  me  noticing  sooner  your  note" 
of  this  morning,  in  which  you  announce  to  me  that  * 'facts  have  come 
to  your  knowledge  relative  to  my  affairs  in  Mexico,  which  render  it 
necessary  that  you  should  at  once  inform  me  that  it  will  be  impos- 
sible that  I  should  accompany  you  as  Secretary.*'  I  thank  you,  sir, 
for  taking  the  responsability  upon  yourself  of  relieving  me  from  this 
appointment,  though  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  abrupt 
manner  in  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  communicate  it,  savours 
little  of  that  *' infinite  delicacy**  so  necessary  to  the  happy  result  of 
your  mission.  Let  me  assure  you,  sir,  that  this  appointment  was 
altogether  unsolicited  by  me  or  my  friends;  it  was  the  spontaneous 
offer  of  the  President,  and  was  accepted  by  me  with  reluctance,  which 
was  only  overcome  by  a  desire  to  serve  him.  You  have  seen  proper, 
in  an  arbitrary  manner,  to  nullify  this  appointment,  but  in  doing  so 
you  have  neither  mortified  nor  disappointed  any  desire  of  mine.  I 
had  already  l)es:un  to  entertain  doubts  of  proceeding  further,  vaih' 
out  well  knowing  how  to  escape  from  the  responsability  of  declining 
at  this  stage  of  the  mission.  Your  letter  has  relieved  me  from  this 
dilemma.  Almost  at  the  moment  of  my  arrival  in  this  city,  I  find 
that  your  private  and  secret  instructions  are  as  public  as  a  news- 
paper paragraph  could  make  them,  and  that  the  ultimatum  of  the 
government  of  Texas  is  probably  already  as  well  known  to  that 
of  ^lexico,  as  to  yourself.  I  comld  not  suppose  for  a  moment,  that 
you  yourself  had  made  these  instructions  public,  and,  therefore,  as 
you  will  recollect,  I  apprised  you  of  the  fact  without  delay ;  and  it 
was  in  this  very  room  you  wrote  a  note  to  the  person  you  suspected 
of  divnilging  them ;  but  whoever  was  the  promulgator,  it  shows  that 
that  ** infinite  delicacy**  you  speak  of,  has  not,  thus  far,  been  observed. 
I  see  no  great  room,  therefore,  for  '* infinite  delicacy"  in  this  nego- 
tiation, as  it  now  stands.  The  time  for  that  is  gone  by,  I  had 
always  supposed,  that  the  great  tact  of  a  negotiator,  sent  on  an 
extraordinaiy  embassy,  consisted  in  keeping  his  private  instructions 


•^Copy.    With  no.  1247. 
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as  secret  as  the  grave.  Yours,  on  the  contrary  are  known  to  every 
body,  before  your  mission  can  be  hardly  said  to  have  commenced, 
and  consequently  you  are  placed  in  the  awkward  predicament  of  one 
who  fancying  he  has  an  important  communication  to  make,  discovers 
too  late,  that  it  is,  to  use  a  byword  but  **  piper 'a  news"  after  all. 

And  now  let  me  ask  you,  sir,  if  I  may  be  so  presumptions,  what 
are  the  **f acts''  in  relation  to  my  affairs  in  Mexico,  which  have  in- 
duced you  to  take  this  extraordinary  step?  A  simple-minded  man, 
like  myself,  would  natiio'ally  have  supposed,  that  before  you  pro- 
ceeded so  far,  you  would  at  least  have  had  the  justice  to  make  known 
these  **facts,''  and  offer  me  an  opportunity  to  refute  any  thing  al- 
leged against  me,  **  calculated  to  mar  the  mission,  or  any  way  to 
excite  the  slightest  feeling  in  Mexico."  But  the  propriety  of  this 
measure,  it  seems,  never  occurred  to  a  man  entrusted  with  a  **  mission 
of  great  doubt  and  infinite  delicacy."  After  receiving  me  with 
great  cordiality  and  confidence,  offering  me  the  sum  which  you  were 
required  to  place  at  my  disposal,  which  I  declined  for  the  present 
accepting,  and  communicating  to  me  the  instructions  of  your  gov- 
ernment, by  which  your  conduct  is  to  be  regulated,  what  but  sur- 
prise and  indignation  could  ensue  from  the  perusal  of  your  note,  by 
which  the  common  courtesies  of  life  are  broken  off,  and  an  abrupt 
termination  put  to  our  further  intercourse?  Let  me  tell  you,  sir, 
that  if  you  should  exhibit  the  same  want  of  courtesy  and  equal 
credulity  in  your  communications  with  the  Mexicans,  Texas  will 
have  occasion  to  regret  ever  having  sent  you  to  negotiate  with  her 
enemy.  This  conduct  of  yours  reminds  me  of  a  hint  I  received  from 
high  authority  in  Houston,  which  has  been  but  too  soon  verified. 
In  conclusion  I  will  state,  for  your  information,  that  the  Mexicans 
possess  great  tact  in  penetrating  the  character  of  individuals,  and 
discovering  and  taking  advantage  of  their  weaknesses.  For  the 
honour  of  the  country  you  are  about  to  represent,  I  hope  this 
information  will  not  be  thrown  away. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  obt.  humb.  Sevt.  C.  C.  S. 

No.  1233 

1839  Apr.  30,  B.  E.  BEE  TO  FC.  d  SEBRIXG,  [NEW  ORLEANS, 

LOUISL\NA]«« 

Col.  Bee  to  ^Ir.  Sebring. 

Orleans,  April  30th,  1939. 
Sir,  your  letter  of  yesterday^^  was  handed  last  night  just  as  I  was 
retiring,  and  as  I  had  heard  Capt.  Wright  say  you  were  very  unwell 
I  determined  not  to  reply  until  this  morning.  You  do  me  no  more 
than  justice  when  you  say  I  received  your  courteously  and  at  once 
entering  upon  the  views  of  the  Mission.  Coming  as  you  did  with  the 
full  confidence  of  the  President,  and  though  known  but  little  to 
me  personally,  yet  that  little  was  favorably.     I  understood,  too,  you 

••Copy.    With  no.  1247. 
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were  intelligent,  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  character  of 
the  people.  On  the  eve  of  departure,  totally  ignorant  myself  of 
the  language,  and  having  been  once  disappointed,  it  is  scarcely  to 
be  wondered  at  that  when  **facts"  were  bro't  to  my  mind  calculated 
to  mar  all  my  views,  I  was  not  a  little  mortified!  Not  satisfied, 
however,  with  the  inspection  of  letters,  I  made  it  my  duty  to  con- 
verse with  a  gentleman  totally  disinterested  who  confirmed  the 
statement.  Under  this  excitement  /  wrote,  instead  of  having  a  per- 
gonal interview  with  you ;  but  it  so  forcibly  struck  me,  that  with  a 
man  of  your  understanding,  aware  of  difficulties  of  a  personal  nature 
existing  in  Mexico,  it  would  have  been  so  easy  to  have  said  to  the 
President,  when  he  pressed  the  appointment  on  you,  that  imperious 
circumstances  prevented ;  and  thus  have  saved  me  a  second  disap- 
pointment (tho*  it  is  due  the  gentleman  first  named  to  say,  that  he 
distinctly  intimated  the  great  responsibility  of  his  being  unable  to 
accompany  me)  that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at  that  I  should 
have  written  abruptly,  instead  of  calmly  seeing  you.  There  are 
parts  of  your  letter  very  objectionable,  but  I  am  disposed  to  raake 
every  allowance  for  your  excitement.  You  display  the  very  want  of 
diplomacy  you  thing  so  indespensable  in  others.  Deliberacy  of  pur- 
pose is  worth  all  the  diplomacy  on  earth,  and  that  I  trust  I  shall 
never  be  found  wanting  in.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  an  interview 
with  you  at  11  o'clock  to-day  at  this  room.  Should  you,  however, 
be  too  much  indisposed  I  will  call  on  you,  as  it  is  highly  probable 
I  may  proceed  to  Penascola  to-morrow. 

I  am,  respectfully  yours, 

Signed        Bernard  E.  Bee. 

No.  1234 

[1839f  Apr.  f],  F.  M.  GIBSON  VS.  THE  REPUBLIC  OP  TEXAS'^ 

P.  M.  Gibson  1 

vs.  > 

The  Republic  of  TexasJ 

This  was  a  claim  presented  to  the  Audi- 
torial Board  by  'Mr  Gibson  for  an  allowance  of  the  pay  and  emol- 
uments to  him  as  a  Captain  in  the  ^larine  Corps,  from  the  1st  of 
November  1836  to  the  25th.  of  December  1837. 

The  facts  adduced  on  the  investigation  of  the  case  were,  that  Mr. 
Gibson  enlisted  in  the  Army  of  Texas  on  the  25th  day  of  Deer. 
1835  for  the  term  of  two  years,  or  during  the  "War;  that  about  one 
week  afterwards,  he  was  transferred  by  the  order  of  Col.  Pannin 
to  the  Marine  Corps,  in  which  Corps  he  received  a  Captains  commis- 
sion, that  he  performed  duty,  in  that  Corps  as  a  Captain  of  Marines 
until  Novr.  1836,  at  which  time  he  was  notified  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  that  there  would  be  no  farther  occasion  for  his  services, 
and  that  he  received  his  pay  &  emoluments  up  to  the  time  of  his 
discharge. 

It  was  not  alleged  that  Mr.  Gibson  performed  any  actual  service 

"Cf.  no.  1130. 
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either  in  the  Marine  Corps,  or  the  Army  proper,  after  he  received 
this  discharge,  but  he  denies  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  dismiss  him  from  the  service  without  the  order  of  the  President 
or  trial  by  a  Court  Martial,  and  contends,  that  by  the  terms  of  his 
original  enlistment,  he  was  bound  to  serve,  if  called  upon,  at  any 
time  prior  to  the  25th.  of  Deer.  1837,  and  being  thus  bound,  he  at 
all  times  held  himself  ready  to  perform  any  duty  either  in  the  Army 
or  Navy  which  might  be  required  of  him,  &  was  consequently 
entitled  to  his  pay  &  emoluments. 

Upon  the  questions  of  law  growing  out  of  these  facts,  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  of  the  opinion,  that  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Gibson  to  a  Captaincy  in  the  Marine  Corps  by  the  Govern- 
ment, was  a  surrender  of  its  original  claim  to  his  services  as  a 
soldier  under  his  enlistment,  and  that  his  acceptance  of  that  appoint- 
ment was  a  relinquishment  of  all  rights  acquired  by  him  in  virtue 
of  that  enlistment —  Or  in  other  words,  from  the  time  of  his 
acceptance  of  that  Commission,  his  relations  to  the  Government  were 
as  essentaily  changed  as  they  would  have  been  had  he  served  out 
his  time  as  a  soldier,  or  been  regularly  discharged,  and  afterwards 
entered  into  a  new  engagement  of  service  as  Captain  of  the  Marines^ 
or  in  any  other  capacity. 

The  only  question  then  is,  was  he  legally  discharged  from  t^^e 
Marine  Service  in  Novr.  1836,  or  did  there  in  fact,  exist  any  such 
8ervi<»e  after  that  period? — 

The  acting  Secretary  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  did  not  possess  the  power  to  dismiss  an  Officer  from  the 
service  without  the  order  of  the  President. — Whether  the  President 
gave  such  order  or  not,  or  whether  there  were  such  a  corps  as 
the  Marine  Corps  after  that  period,  were  questions  of  fact,  which 
the  Oflfieers  composing  the  aduitorial  board,  were  alone  competent 
to  decide  in  the  first  instance. — ^They  have  decided  adversely  to  the 
claim  of  Mr  Gibson  upon  those  facts,  and  the  acting  Secretary  of 
the  treasury  has  no  right  to  question  the  propriety  of  that  decision — 
His  duties  are  simply  **to  represent  the  interests  of  the  Republic" 
before  that  board,  to  give  his  opinions  upon  questions  of  law  which 
may  arise  during  the  investigation,  and  to  furnish  the  claimant 
who  inay  be  dissatisfied  with  the  decission,  with  the  reasons  as  far 
they  are  known  to  him,  upon  which  that  decision  is  founded — 

The  reasons  for  the  decission  are  given  by  the  board  in  the 
decission  itself,  a  certified  Copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  &  the 
other  duties  properly  belonging  to  the  Secretary  have  been  per- 
formed. 

James  Webb 

acting,  Secy,  of  the 

Treasury 
«*i 

[Endorsed] 
Gibson 
vs 
The  Republic 
Report  of  Secy 
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No.  1235 

{1839  Apr.],  J.  LOVE,  [HOUSTON],  TO  [M.  B.]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON] 

Dear  Sir, 

Having:  had  a  conversation  with  Genl.  Hunt  this  morning  on  the 
subject  of  the  late  negotiation  for  a  loan  in  N.  0.  I  state  that  the 
inference  attempted  to  be  drawn  is  entirely  without  foundation, 
llntill  after  Mr.  Beal  left  this  all  communications  either  to  the  gov- 
ernment or  public  men  passed  through  me  as  his  agent.  There  was 
neither  thought,  effort  or  intent  to  use  the  least  [impr]oper  influence 
to  procure  the  passage  of  [the]  law,  or  to  make  the  terms  good. 
That  there  [w]as  neither  directly  or  indirectly  ever  one  word  passed 
between  Mr.  Beal  or  myself  of  a  wish  to  use  money  or  any  indirect 
means  to  elTect  it.  Of  this  last  I  will  at  any  time  make  oath.  I  was 
in  N.  0.  when  the  diflficulty  occurred  between  Beal  and  the  Bank. 
While  terms  of  compromise  were  proposed  to  him  by  them.  He 
asked  them  to  pay  him  fifty  odd  thousand  dollars,  for  the  agency 
he  had  in  the  m[atter],  he  refused  to  give  any  items  for  his  b[ank!] 
expences,  and.  they  refused  to  pay  it.  What  inference  the  Bank 
made  I  kno\Y  not.  My  own  was  that  Mr.  Beal  thought  he  had  a 
right  to  that  amount  as  compensation  for  risk  or  trouble  incurred, 
or  if  the  expenditure  had  been  made  at  all  it  was  nearer  home 
A  quarrel  had  taken  place  between  the  President  of  the  Bank  and 
the  Cashr.  who  was  in  Europe  at  the  time  the  contract  was  made,  on 
his  return  he  insisted  on  making  up  the  contract,  and  succeeded 
in  doing  so.  The  final  adjustment  terminated  in  the  purchase  by 
t[he]  Bank  of  stock  Beal  owned  in  [the]  funded  debt.  If  there  has 
been  any  bri[bery]  or  corruption  in  this  matter  it  existed  only 
[wit]h  those  concerned  in  the  U.  S.  there  was  no  necessity  for  it 
here,  and  no  one  of  course  goes  into  such  things,  however  unprinci- 
pled they  might  be  without  the  prospect  of  gain. 

In  relation  to  the  refusal  of  Erwin  to  give  evidence,  It  was  a 
personal  matter  betwixt  Beal  and  Denton.  The  latter  was  security 
for  the  Bank  in  the  sequistration  of  the  funds  in  Beals  ha[nds]. 
Beal  filed  interogatories  to  Denton,  cha[rging]  him  with  being 
concerned  in  swindling  in  Geo.  or  S.  C.  that  was  done  to  prevent 
him  from  being  accepted  as  security  in  the  suit.  Erwin  was  sum- 
moned by  Denton  to  give  some  explanation  about  that  matter  and 
as  both  were  friends  of  his,  he  refused  or  did  not  appear.  I  had 
never  heard  before  that  Mr.  Reily  was  summoned  at  all  as  a  witness— 

If  the  affidavit  of  Beal,  Reily,  Ewin  or  any  other  connected  with 
this  matter  be  necessary,  to  refute  the  [chalrge  that  seems  to  have 
been  made  or  [alleged]  I  take  it  upon  myself  to  say  u[nder]  promise 
that  it  shall  be  had,  I  heard  of  no  such  charge  at  N.  0.  but  I  heard 
Beal  say  in  conversation  about  his  bill,  that  no  part  off]  it  was  for 
expences  in  Texas  other  than  those  incurred  in  his  trip — 

respectfully 

Jas.  Love 
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dorsed] 
>1.  Jas.  Lo 
Apl  1839 


[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency,  Genl.  L[amar]  Col.  Jas.  Love. 


Respecting  Beale  &  others. 

No.  1236 

[1839  ApH?],  JAMES  ARMSTRONG  AND  OTHERS,   [JASPER 

COUNTY,  TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Requesting  the  appointment  of  a  notary  public  for  Jasper  County, 
and  suggesting  William  Myers  for  appointment.     L.  S.  1  p. 

No.  1237 

1839  Apr.,  LEWIS  M.  H.  WASHINGTON,  RICHMOND,  [TEXAS] 

**The  Forsaken.— A  Sketch  for  the  Sentinel."    A.  D.  S.  8  p. 

No.  1238 

1839  May  1,  RL  HUNT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,   [HOUSTON] 

Navy  Departme[nt] 
Houston  1st.  May  [1839] 
Sir. 

Agreeably  to  the  intimat[ion  which  I]  gave  your  Excell[ency  in 
reference  to  my]  retiring  from  pu[blic  l]ife,  [I  take  this  means] 
most  respectfully  to  tender  my  [resignation]  of  the  Office  which  you 
were  pleased  to  [bestow  upon]  me  in  the  organization  of  your 
Cabine[t.] 

My  private  affairs  whic[h  have]  been  almost  totally  neglected  for 
the  [past  few]  years,  in  consequence  of  the  devotion  of  [my  time] 
to  the  public  service,  require  my  atten[tion]  I  find  it  necessary  to 
relin(iuish  a  stat[ion]  which  but  for  that  cause,  it  would  afford  [me] 
pleasure  to  continue  to  occupy,  as  it  is  my  [desire]  as  well  as  my 
duty  to  serve  my  country. 

Apart  from  the  paramount  satis  [faction]  it  affords  me  to  con- 
tribute in  any  manner  [within  my]  power  to  the  advancement  [of 
the]  interest  of  the  Republic,  a  disconnect i [on  with]  your  admin- 
istration of  the  governmen[t  withdraw] ing  this  aid,  is  particularly 
regretted,  k[nowing  as]  I  do  the  deep  &  abiding  solicitude  of 
[Your  Excellency]  for  the  promotion  of  its  honor,  &  gene[ral 
welfare  and  yo]ur  firm  determination  to  direct  your  energies  [con- 
sta]ntly  to  the  consummation  of  this  great  end. 

You  will  have  my  best  wishes  in  [my  retire] ment,  for  success,  in 
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sustaining  the  [position]  which  you  have  expressed  a  de [termina- 
tion to  maintain  in]  administering  [the  governme]nt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain 
with  the  most  distinguished 
consideration  Your  Excellency's 
Friend  and  Obt.  Svt. 

Memucan  Hunt. 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

[His  Ex]cellency  M  B  Lamar  )         Memucan  Hunt, 

President   of   the  Republic    of  Texas)  Houston. 

May  Ist.  1839. 


Resignation  as 

Sec'y.  of  the  Navy 

No.  1239 

1839  May  i,  B.  E.  BEE  TO  [M.  B.]  LAIVIAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Orleans  1st  May  '39 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  rec'd  Mr.  Sebring  with  great  courtesy —  as  coming  from  you.— 
circumstances  have  since  occurred  which  prevent  his  accompanying 
me  and  Mr.  Hammekin  is  now  making  arrangements  to  meet  me  at 
Vera  Cruz ! — I  sail  to  morrow  in  the  Woodbury  and  will  remain  on 
board  Commodore  Shubricks  ship  the  Macedonian —  until  I  receive 
a  communication  from  the  Secy  of  State  of  Mexico ! — I  go  freighted 
with  the  most  influential  letters  which  will  have  their  influence  with 
the  Govn't —  all  that  can  be  aecaomplished  to  gratify  your  views 
shall  be  done —  This  will  be  handed  you  by  my  Son —  he  is  manly 
and  honorable —  take  care  of  him  for  me  during  my  absence — 

Your  daughter  recognized  me 
immediately —  and  I  had  the  gratification  to  be  introduced  to  your 
venerable  mother —  Brother  and  sister!  it  will  be  a  proud  day  to 
you  to  hail  them  in  Texas. —  My  son  regrets  they  cannot  get  ready 
for  the  New  York — 

I  am  sincerely  and  respectfully 
Yours 

Barnard  E  Bee 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Genl  Lamar —  Bernard  E.  Bee, 

N.  Orleans 
May  1st.  1839. 


Relative  to  his  depar- 
ture for  Mexico  &c. 
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No.  1240 

1839  May  1,  S.  HEWES  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

City  of  Aransas 
]\Iay  1st  1839 
His  Excellency 
Genl.  M  B  Lamar 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
Sir 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  point  (25th  March  J 
I  have  examined  the  several  points  on  the  Bay  of  Aransas,  and 
as  your  Excellency  informed  me  that  the  present  location  of  the 
Custom  House  was  temporary,  I  would  most  Respectfully  recom- 
mend its  Removal  forthwith  to  the  City  of  Lamar — from  its  Geo- 
graphical position  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  the  upper  Country  as 
well  as  the  Rio  Grande  trade  must  centre  at  that  point. —  the  pro- 
prietors Messers  Byrne,  Hull  &  Armstrong  are  liberal,  enterprising, 
Gentlemanly  and  men  of  sterling  wortli  in  the  United  States  as  well 
as  this  (their  adopted)  Country,  they  are  warm  friends  of  President 
Lamar,  and  have  offered  a  Lot  one  hundred  feet  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  four  deep  (which  has  been  selected  by  m^'^self )  and 
will  immediately  erect  a  Good  and  substantial  frame  House,  sixteen 
by  twenty  six  feet,  one  story  high,  the  Title  Guaranteed  and  made 
to  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  and  his  successor  in  office, 
or  such  form  as  your  Excellency  may  desire,  Conditioned  that  the 
Custom  House  shall  remain  at  the  City  of  Lamar. 

No  offer  has  been  made 
by  tlie  proprietors  of  the  City  of  Aransas  to  retain  the  Custom 
House,  nor  does  the  number  of  Houses  exceed  twelve  and  the  inhabi- 
tants thirty,  while  at  the  City  of  Lamar  twenty  Houses  are  under 
way  and  will  be  completed  in  less  than  one  month,  and  the  number 
of  inhabitants  more  than  double  that  of  Aransas 

for  further  information  I  would  refer  your  Excellency  to  Capt 
J  W  Byrne  the  bearer  of  this  Letter 

I  have  the  honor 
To  be  Respectfully 
Yo  obt  svt 

Sam.  Hewes 
[rubric] 

No.  3241 

[1839  c.  May  if],  H.  ARNOLD  AND  OTHERS  TO  [M.  B.]  LAMAR 

To  his  Excellency  President  Lamar. 

We  the  undersigned  would  most  respectfully  represent  unto 
you,  that  our  fellow  citizen  Alexander  Mclver,  was  at  the  March 
Term  1838  of  the  District  Court,  on  &  for  the  County  of  Nacog- 
doches, prosecuted  for  an  assault  upon  Hayden  Arnold.  Owing  to 
the  misdirection  of  the  Judge,  &  misunderstanding  of  the  jury  the 
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said  Mclver  was  convicted!  The  Court  sentenced  the  said  Mclver 
to  pay  a  fine  of  four  hundred  dollars,  with  costs  of  prosecution. 
This  decree  we  view  as  unjust  and  oppressive.  The  Court  refused 
to  hear  the  jurors,  who  after  the  verdict  had  been  recorded,  were 
willing  &  anxious  to  do  justice  to  an  injured  man,  &  state  under 
oath  —  they  were  led  to  give  the  verdict  through  mistake.  Your 
petitioners  would  most  respectfully  state  that  the  said  Mclver  is 
an  upright,  honest  peaceable  &  patriotic  citizen.  That  he  has  paid 
a  portion  of  the  fine  so  unjustly  imposed.  They  would  therefore 
most  earnestly  recommend  the  said  Mclver  to  the  clemency  of  your 
Excellency,  and  ask  in  most  respectful  terms,  that  the  balance  of 
the  fine  be  remitted.  They  will  consider  your  Excellencys  con- 
cession to  this  petition  as  an  act  of  justice  to  a  most  worthy  & 
excellent  citizen. 
HAYDEN  ARNOLD    Prosecuting  Witness 

Jurors. 

James.  H.  Durst.  Foreman — 
David  Cook 

C.  W.  Whitaker 
H.  Bailey 

J  R  Clute 
Chas,  Hotchkiss 

D.  S.  Kaufman 
W.  A  Ferris 
Abram,  H,  Scott 
C.  H.  Sims 
[rubric] 

K.  M.  Muse 


John  Durst 

[rubric] 

R  Hotchkiss 

J  Snively 

K.  H.  Douglass 


James  S.  Mayfield 
Wm.  Hart 

[rubric] 
Adolphus  Sterne 

[rubric] 
Ben.  Miller 

[rubric] 
Charles  Chevaillier 
"William  Moesley  Keeling 
Z  T  Worley 


J.  P.  Reinhardt 
Daniel  Lacey 
Jas.  G.  Hyde 
[rubric] 
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F  T  Phillips 
J.  Roberts 

[rubric] 
Martin  La<»y 
Peter  Tipps 
B.  C  Walters 
J.  B.  Cram 
James  Bradshaw 
Robt.  \V.  Smith 
William  F  Henderson 
W  H  Cruteher 

[rubric] 
R  Scurry 

Z  Richd.  Parmalee 
James.  W.  Cleveland 
Jas.  H.  Starr 
Jo.  M.  Cox 

[rubric] 
John  Noblitt 
Jesse  Walling 
R  F  Millard 
Thos  Swieny 
[rubric] 

Thompson.  D.  Luckett 
Condy  Raguet 

[rubric] 
Jefferson  Forsythe 
William  Dankwerth 

[rubric] 
Lewis  Dufour 
A.  Riemanz 
L.  E.  Tipps 


James  S  Sims 

John  S  McDonald 

No.  1242 

1839  May  1-2,  JACOB  HAND,  FORT  PLAIN,  NEW  YORK,  TO 
[MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

On  the  administration  of  the  estate  of  his  son,  a  Goliad  victim ;  re- 
quest for  information  regarding  the  advisability  of  his  removal  to 
Texas;  inclosing  Royall  to  Hand,  [1839,  Mar.  10]  and  Seward,  Cer- 
tificate, [1839,  Apr.  29].    A.  L.  S.     2  p. 
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No.  1243 

1839  May  2,  DAVID  L.  WOOD,  RICHMOND,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU1   B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

The  first  number  of  the  Richmond  Telescope  and  Texas  Literary 
Register;  hopes  and  plans;  request  for  advice.    A.  L.  S.     3  p. 

No.  1244 

1839  May  3,  A.  BRIGHAM  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Treasurer's  OflSce 
Houston  May  3.  1839 
His  Excellency  the  President 

Respected  Sir, 

Enclosed  please  find  two  drafts 
on  the  Treasurer  for  Naval  Supplies,  together  with  an  order  frwn 
the  Navy  Department  requiring  their  discharge.  I  am  aware  that 
drafts  of  this  description  should  be  promptly  paid,  and  considered 
of  primary  importance :  but  by  reference  to  an  act  of  congress  page 
116  and  117 —  3rd  Vol.^^  there  appears  to  be  a  discretionary  or  comp- 
trolling  power  vested  in  the  Executive: —  I  am  therefore  desirous 
to  be  posessed  of  your  views,  and  wishes,  in  regard  to  the  claims  in 
question,  and  furthermore,  whether  such  authority  may  be  extended 
to  me,  that  all  claims  of  this  nature. —  (Naval  supplies  shall  be 
paid  as  regularly  as  those  drawn  for  Actual  Services — ^I  have 
heretofore  been  governed  by  the  acts,  which  you  will  find  in  the 
2nd.  Volumes  of  the  Laws,  passed  14  Deer.  1837^'  and  18  May 
1838^*  providing  for  the  payment  of  actual  services  only — 

As  a  number  of  individuals  are  anxiously,  awaiting  your  decision, 
please  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  communicate  your  views 
to  me. 

With  great  Respect 

I  am  Your  Obt  SerVt 
A.  Brigham 
Treasurer 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  A.  Brigham 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar  May  3.  '39. 

Present 


'*The  act  of  Jan.  26,  1839;  reprinted  in  Gammel,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of  Texat^ 
II.  129. 
"Reprinted  in  Gammel,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of  Texas,  I,  1394. 
'^Reprinted  in  Gammel,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of  Texas,  I,  1487. 
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No.  1245 

1839  May  3,  SAM[UE]L  WHITING,  HOUSTON,   [TEXAS],  TO 
M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR,    [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Complaints  of  the  cutting  down  by  the  State  Department  of  his 
accounts  for  public  printing ;  the  increased  cost  of  labor  a^d  material 
since  the  contract  with  Niles  &  Co.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1246 

1839  May  i,  W.  H.  G.  WINN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

City  of  Houston  4  May  1839 
His  Excellency, 
The  President, 
Dear  Sir: 

In  compliance  with  a  Resolution  unanimously 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  San  Saba  Company,  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  conveying  to  you  their  hearty  thanks  for  the  Kindness  you  have 
manifested  towards  the  Company,  so  decidedly  evidencing  your 
approval  of  their  object.  Though  fully  convinced  ourselves  of  the 
feasibility  of  the  plan  contemplated,  and  buoyed  up  by  the  bright 
anticipations  of  success — still,  Sir,  your  approval,  and  aid,  has  given 
an  additional  impetus  to  exertions. 

Your  further  Kindness  in  promissing  an  extension  of  them,  of 
such  ** facilities  as  the  armory  can  furnish,"  I  assume  is  justly  ap- 
preciated by  the  Company. 

Allow  me  Sir,  individually,  and  in  the  name  of  the  stockholders, 
with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect, 

I  am  your  M.  obt.  Servt 

W.  H.  G.  Winn 
Secretary 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  W  G  Winn 

His  Excellency  Secty  Explgng  Expd 

The  President  May  1st.  1839—  . 

Mirabeau  B  Lamar 

No.  1247 

1839  May  ^,.C.  C.  SEBRING  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

New  Orleans  May  4.  1839. 
His  Excel.  Gen.  M.  B.  Lamar. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Bee  left  here  on  the  2d.  inst.  in  the 
Schr.  Woodbury,  with  the  Padre  Moldoon  in  company,  whether  as 
protegee  or  chaperon,  I  am  not  well  informed. 
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I  did  not  accompany  ]Mr.  Bee,  for  reasons  which  I  explained,  in 
part,  in  the  inclosed  correspondence.^* 

My  commission  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  of  State, 
whenever  demanded. 

Subsequent  to  the  departrure  of  Mr.  Bee,  and  without  his  knowl- 
edge, I  have  written  to  a  gentleman  of  talents  and  integrity  in 
Mexico,  beseeching  him,  should  Mr.  Bee  succeed  in  reaching  the 
capital,  to  ^id  and  assist  him  with  such  information  as  is  essential 
to  prevent  his  being  imposed  upon  by  the  people  with  whose 
language  and  manners  he  is  an  entire  stranger;  and  to  promote 
the  objects  of  his  mission  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power. 

Here,  sir,  I  might  conclude  this  communication,  and  disguise  with 
affected  indifference,  my  wounded  pride  and  mortified  feelings. 
But  this  would  be  scarcely  decorous  to  myself,  or  respectful  to  the 
President  of  Texas,  who,  in  conferring  upon  me  this  commission, 
*' reposed  special  trust  and  full  confidence  in  my  honour,''  and  I 
hope  will  continue  to  do  so.  However  humiliating  to  me,  I  must 
say  a  word  or  two  more.  If  I  were  that  very  dangerous  and  dis- 
honorable man,  which  Mr.  Bee  so  gratuitously  assumes  in  his  first 
note,  he  ought  to  have  considered  how  impolitic  it  would  be  to 
insult  such  a  person  by  a  gross  outrage  to  his  pride  and  self  love; 
for  he  could  **mar  his  views''  in  a  thousand  ways  besides  that  of 
accompanying  him  as  his  Secretary,  but  this,  it  seems,  never  accurred 
to  the  deep  penetration  of  Mr.  Bee;  for  his  letter  betrays  the 
remarkable  inconsistency  of  inadvertently  paying  a  high  compliment 
to  my  honour  and  integrity,  in  relying  upon  them,  whilst  he  affects 
to  doubt  them.  After  all,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  if  he  had  not 
accused  Hammeken,  of  divulging  the  secrets  of  the  mission,  this 
ridiculous  affair  would  never  have  taken  place.  All  my  efforts  to 
obtain  an  interview  with  ^f r.  H.  proved  abortive ;  he  kept  out  of  my 
way,  and  finally  made  his  escape  in  the  packet  New  York,  (as  Mr. 
Bee  afterwards  informed  me,)  although  an  hour  before  she  sailed 
I  was  on  board,  and  inquired  if  he  had  taken  passage  in  her,  and 
was  replied  to  in  the  negative.     He  may  not  always  be  so  fortunate. 

I  leave  here  tomorrow  for  Charleston,  S.  C.  to  recruit  my  health 
and  finances,  and  may  remain  there  for  some  time. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  obt.  humb.  Srvt. 
C.  C.  Sebring. 
[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excely.  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar,  C  C  Sebring 

President  of  Texas.  A- .  Orleans  May  1839 

Official 

"Nos.  1231-3. 
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No.  1248 

1839  May  5,  RAWDON,  WRIGHT,  HATCH  &  EDSON,  NEW 

ORLEANS,    [LOUISIANA],   TO  MIRABEAU 

B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Sending  impressions  of  Treasury  notes.    L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1249 

1839  May  5,  T.  J.  GREEN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR  .     ; 

Eagle  Island  May  5th  1839. 
My  Dear  Genl. 

I  have  only  a  moment  to  say  to  you  that  this  will  be 
handed  you  by  Admiral  Baudin,  who  landed  at  our' Town  last  even- 
ing and  took  rooms  at  my  house —  Both  Dr.  Archer,  and  myself 
regret  much  our  unavoideable  engagements  preventing  our  accom- 
paying  him —  We  have  however  substit[uted]  Capt.  Clindening, 
though  his  h[ealth]  is  not  robu[s]t —  You  will  [find]  the  Admiral 
one  of  the  [  ]most  sencible  men  and  m[ost] 

favorably  impressed  towards  [Texas] 

Talk,  to  the  Admiral  upo[n]  the  subject  of  our  Live  oaks — 
Verbum  Iat[f] — 

We  very  much  regritted  your  not  having  it  in  you  power  to 
visit  us  last  week —  we  had  much  &  good  company — 

Our  citizens  are  desirous  to  extend  to  you  &  the  Admiral  more 
formal  citilities,  cannot  you  signify  to  us  when  you  some  day  soon 
when  you  can  bring  the  Admiral  round  in  the  Zavalla — 

With  very  sincere 
esteem  I  am  your 
Pres.  M.  B.  Lamar)  Obt.  sort. 

City  Houston)  Thos.  J.  Green. 

[hibric] 
P.  S.  excuse  this  best  paper  I  can  now  procure — 

[Endorsed] 

Thos.  J.  Green, 

Easrle  Island, 
May  5th  1839; 


Relative  to  Ad.  Baudin 
&c.  &c 

No.  1250 

1839  May  6,  J.  MORGAN  TO  M.  B.  LAJVLAR 

private  New  Washington  6th  May,  1839 

My  dear  Genl. 

I  did  not  go  down  all  the  way  to  Galveston  in  the 


36 — Library. 
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Friend,  but  stopped  to  arrange  some  matters  at  home  that  required 
my  immediate  attention,  and  which  I  shall  arrange  so  that  I  can 
leave  home  again,  and  go  down  on  the  first  boat — say  tomorrow  or 
next  day. —  I  sent  the  $500  down  to  Van  Winkle  &  Bros,  and 
directed  them  to  pay  the  freight  pr.  Oral  but  no  demurrage.  The 
balance,  if  any  left  of  the  $500,  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  Navy  Agent,  as  they  have  an  a/c  for  supplies  furnished  the 
Navy;  so  that  I  oan  be  shewn  how  the  $500  ha!s  been  appropriated. 
You  will  excuse  me  for  being  particular  in  bringing  little  matters 
like  this  before  you  but  it  is  a  business  habit,  and  can  do  no  harm. 
Before  you  come  to  any  final  determination  what  to  do  with  the 
Zavala,  be  pleased  to  wait  till  you  hear  from  me  again;  which  will 
be  a  few  days  only. —  You  will  have  a  Secretary  of  the  Navy  soon 
who  will  need  none  of  my  advice,  I  well  know;  nor  do  I  wish  you 
to  consider  me  officious  in  giving  advice,  or  making  suggestions. 
Yet,  from  the  disposition  of  the  opponents  of  your  administration 
to  complain,  it  will  be  well  enough  to  give  no  cause  of  complaint 
when  it  can  be  avoided.  You  will  have  to  depend  on  your  friends, 
in  and  out  of  office,  for  information  (if  not  advice)  about  the  man- 
agement and  mismanagement  of  certain  matters  at  a  distance.  Some 
kind  of  economy  will  be  expected  in  the  management  of  our  Naval 
Affairs;  particularly  in  the  victualing  department.  What  think  you 
of  Pork  having  been  purchased  at  $100  pr.  Bbl  for  the  Navy !  yet  it 
is  a  fact  I  am  told —  and  other  articles  in  proportion —  before  you 
<»ame  into  office  I  hope  and  suspect  however!  It  is  the  business  of 
the  Navy  Agent  to  purchase  every  thing  of  the  kind  for  the  Navy, 
not  by  the  small  quantity,  but  in  large  quantities,  and  usually  by 
contract;  he  must  have  means,  however,  to  do  this. —  When  the 
articles  are  so  purchased  they  are  delivered  to  the  Naval  Storekeeper, 
who  delivers  them  out  per  requisition  from  the  Commandant  &c.  (see 
law^"  on  the  subject).  Now  tlie  Navy  Agent  must  be  a  business 
man,  who  knows  how  to  make  purchases  to  the  best  advantage,  and 
as  said  before,  purchase  by  the  quantity;  not  a  bbl  or  two  of  pork  & 
bread  at  a  time  at  Golveston  prices.  —  Supplies  must  be  obtained 
from  New  Orleans  at  wholesale  prices.  The  present  arrangement  will 
not  do;  and  that  was  one  reason  why  I  could  not  think  of  holding  the 
office.  Although  there  was  an  appropriation  of  $250,000  by  Congress 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  yet  none  of  it  was  available,  and  1  had 
to  furnish  supplies  the  best  way  I  could — lat  Galveston  prices,  which 
were  fair  enough,  all  things  considered.  Yet  the  very  profit  the 
merchant  made  on  selling  me  these  supplies  should  have  been  saved  to 
th  Govt,  independent  of  freight  &c.  To  get  this  matter  straight  at  the 
beginning,  if  you  are  disposed  to  hear  my  suggestions  on  the  sub- 
ject, say  so  in  an  early  communication,  which  I  will  answer,  (or  see 
you  in  person)  at  once.  For,  as  one  of  your  friends,  1  am  not  dis- 
posed to  see  any  vantage  ground  given  the  enemies  of  the  Admr, 
when  it  can  be  avoided.  The  expense  of  the  Navy  at  present  is  far 
beyond  what  you  may  imagine.  By  as  you  will  soon  have  at  the 
head  of  that  department  a  gentleman  of  talents  and  practical  in- 

'*The  act  of  Dec.  15,  1836;  reprinted  in  Gammel,  H.  P.  N.,  Laws  of  Texas, 
I,  1146. 
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formation,  I  have  no  doubt  all  will  work  well  yet.    I  write  now 
thus  freely,  knowing  there  is  no  Sec'y  now  acting. 

I  am,  dear  Genl, 
with  great  respect, 
truly  yr.  friend, 
J  Morgan 
[(rubric] 
P.  S.     I  see  that  a  merchant  cannot,  consistently,  be  appointed  Navy 
Agent,     See  what  the  law  says:  1st  Vol.  Laws  of  the  Rep.  Texas — 
**An  Act  establishing  regulations  and  instructions  for  the  govern- 
ment of  of  [sic]  the  naval  service" — p.  125 — **Navy  Agents" — Art. 
10." 

J.  M. 
His  Excellency 

M.  B.  Lamar 

[Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

Private  J.  Morgan 

Hi5  ExcUy.  6th.  May  1839 
M.  B.  Lamar, 

Prest.  Rep  of  Texas, 
Houston 

No.  1251 

1839  May  6,  S.  H.  EVERITT  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Beaumont  May  6th  1839 
Dr  General 

There  is  or  will  be  an  Effort  made  by  those  opposed  to  You  (to  wit 
N.  F.  Smith  &  associates)  To  have  Mr  Doom  our  present  collector 
removed,  and  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  want  a  man  to 
be  made  Collector  of  this  port  who  will  Remove  the  Custom  House 
to  the  present  City  of  Sabine  and  one  who  will  be  governed  in  all 
respects  by  those  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  said  City.  They 
have  avowed  as  I  understand  that  they  will  oppose  the  nomination 
of  any  man  who  does  not  go  the  whole  figure  for  &  With  them. 
You  are  aware  perhaps  (if  not  now  known  it)  that  Gen  Houston 
will  be  a  candidate  at  the  next  presidential  Election  and  His  friends 
are  now  Laying  their  plans  and  Electioneering  to  secure  the  Vote 
of  the  people  for  him  it  is  important  that  they  should  hold  as  many 
offices  as  they  can.  Satisfied  that  You  have  no  more  faithful  friend, 
and  that  the  public  has  no  honester  Servant  than  Mr  Doom  I  Trust 
that  any  Charges  of  the  Most  Slight  kind  will  be  communicated  to 
him  to  Enable  him  to  refute  them 

I  have  no  desire  or  disposition  to  meddle  with  politics,  &  I  wish 
to  attend  to  my  Individual  business  in  my  own  way  but  I  have 
been  honestly  &  devotedly  Your  friend,  and  cannot  for  one  moment 
Consent  that  You  Should  be  imposed  upon,  by  those  Who  Would 

"JWd.,  1186. 
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Glory  in  Your  Downfall  and  disgrace.  My  health  is  bad  but  hope 
to  be  able  to  visit  Your  City  in  2  or  three  weeks  accept  of  my  most 
Earnest  prayers  for  Your  happiness  Success  &  prosperity  Generally 

Cordially  yours 

S.  H  Everitt 
[rubric] 


[Addressed] 

To  His  Excellency 
M.  B  Lamar 
Houston 
Texas 


[Endorsed] 

S.  H.  Everitt 
Beaumont,  6  May  39 
Private 


No.  1252 

1839  Maxj  7,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Charleston  Mav  7h. 

1839. 
My  Dear  Sir. — 

In  order  to  reach  Philadelphia  according  to  my  engrage- 
ment  with  Mr  Biddle  on  the  lOh. —  to  meet  the  intelligence  from 
Europe  by  the  Liverpool  Steamer,  I  leave  this  afternoon  for  the 
former  City,  —  and  hope  forthwith  to  conclude  a  perliminary  nego- 
ciation  which  will  enable  me  to  place  funds  to  your  order  in  New 
Orleans  immediately — 

You  may  be  assured  every  effort  shall  be  made  to  meet  your 
wishes  &  expectations.  Be  of  good  cheer  I  repeat  we  must  succeed.— 

You  shall  hear  from  me  the  moment  I  reach  Philadelphia— 

I  remain 
My  Dear  Sir 
in  great  haste  but  with 
Sincere  esteem 

very  respecy. 

your  obt  svt 
J  Hamilton 
[rubric] 
His  Excellency 

M.  B.  Lamar 
Presdt.  of  Texas. 


[Addressed] 

His  Excellency 
M.  B.  Lamar 

presdt.  of  the 

Republic  of  Texas.- 

Houston 
Texas 


[Endorsed] 

Jas.  Hamilton 
May  7,  1839 
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No.  1253 

1839  May  8,  C.  EDEN  TO  M.   [B.]  LAMAR 

Philadelphia  May  8.  1839. 
My  Dr  Sir 

I  wrote  you  sorae  months  back  respecting  the  Death  of  My 
Dr  Nephew  Col  Robt  E  Hanly  —  Th[e]  Bearrer  Mr  C  Joy,  goes  on 
to  Richmond — for  the  express  purpose  of  bringing  Home  the  Body — 
any  assistance  you  can  render  him,  in  procuring  a  Safe  and  proper 
conveyance — for  your  friend  R  E  H —  will  be  most  gratefully  re- 
membered by  his  Sister — Mrs  David  Paul  Brown  &  myself  — 
Mr  Lamar — we  were  Separated  in  life  —  in  Death  —  we  must  have' 
his  beloved  remains  —  Conscious  ,  I  am  you  will  enter  into  our 
feelings  on  this  Melancholy  occasion — and  render  every  assistance — 
to  the  gentleman  who  goes  at  [our]  request  —  in  the  deepest 
affliction  believe 

Me  with  Resp't 
Catherine  Eden 
I  write  in  haste) 
and  distress.        ) 

[  Addressed  ]  [  Endorsed  ] 

His  Excellency  Cathrin  Eden 

Mirabeau  Lamar  Philadelphia 

President  May  /39 

Houston 
Texas — 
Particular  Care  ) 
of  Mr.  C.  Joy     ) 

No.  1254 

1839  May  8,  E.  C.  BROWN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

To  Mirabeau  Lamar  Esqr. 

Philadelphia,  May  8th.  1839. 
My  Dear  Sir 

Alass  can  it  be  that  I  live  to  introduce  myself 
to  you,  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present,  and  for  such  a  Heart 
rendering  and  soul  thrilling  purpose. 

General  Lamar  I  cannot  be  wholly  unknown  to  you,  if  you  Knew 
My  Brother  Col.  Robert  Eden  Handy  you  must  have  heard  his  own — 
his  only,  his  devoted  sister  spoken  of —  that  sister  now  addresses  you, 
and  presuming  on  a  friendship  that  must  have  ben  commensurate 
with  your  Knowledge  of,  and  acquaintance  with  My  Brother,  solicits 
your  especial  attention  and  Cooperation  in  this  to  me  absorbing 
matter,  The  Removal  of  My  Brother  from  that  land  of  his  Choice  and 
adoption  to  this  of  his  Nativity  and  Kindred — He  was  indeed  precious 
to  me,  Oh  Gcnl  Lamar  infinitely  more  precious  than  ever  Brother 
was  to  sister  before  —  He  was  my  ally  left  without  parents —  Sisters 
or  Brothers,  but  this  one  he  answered  to  them  all,  and  could  fill  the 
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Universe  for  me —  He  was  I  might  almost  say  the  main  spring  of 
every  action,  the  object  of  my  fondest  and  deepest  emotions —  Oh 
surely  never  was  Brother  loved  as  he  was  loved  and  truly  he 
deserved  it  all. — 

You  perhaps  can  form  some  adequate  idea  of  my  desire  to  have 
him  restored  to  me,  that  I  may  look  upon  the  spot  of  Earth 
that  <?ontains  him  —  with  the  assurance  that  if  lost  to  me  in  life — 
we  shall  be  reunited  in  Death,  and  I,  that  I  shall  not  be  ail  alone, 
the  last  and  onli/  one  of  my  family. 

I  have  written  several  letters  to  Mr.  Lusk,  the  partner  of  my 
Brother  and  requested  I  believe  one  of  them  to  be  handed  to  you  —  I 
entreated  him  to  have  this  object  so  dear  to  my  Heart,  accomplished 
without  delay,  and  suggested  my  confidence  in  you  affording  every 
assistance  &c.  &c.  —  I  said  to  him  then  as  I  feel  now,  **6ive  me  my 
Brother  or  I  die** —  I  can  say  no  more  to  you  —  I  need  say  no  more 
to  yow  —  You  can  apprecite  and  understand  all  I  would  say —  Ah ! 
Sir  I  have  heard  from  lips  that  never  lisp'd  but  to  convey  joy  and 
pleasure  to  this  bruised  and  Broken  Heart  such  glowing  accounts  of 
you,  and  your  chivalrous  character  and  deeds,  that  I  feel  I  am  not 
addressing  a  stranger  but  a  kindred  Spirit  to  the  one  I  mourn  — 

^Ir.  Joy  of  this  place  is  the  agent  we  have  selected  to  be  the 
Bearer  of  my  Brother  &c  &c. — Will  you  aid  and  facilitate  him  in  all 
he  requires.^  and  in  doing  this  confer  a  lasting  favor  and  obligation 
upon  the  Sister  of  yoiiir  friend  —  I  know  there  will  be  difficulties  to 
encounter  in  that  New  Country,  the  most  prominent  of  which  how- 
ever, we  Have  anticipated  .  I  can  not  be  more  explicit  my  Dear  Sir, 
but  refer  you  to  Mr  Joy  I  am  to  myself  a  wonder  that  I  live  to 
make  the  requests  I  have —  Forgive  me  and  excuse  the  liberty.  I 
have  only  been  Encouraged  and  embolden 'd  to  make  them,  in  the 
certainty  and  Knowledge  that  he  would  have  done  as  much.  (Ah! 
what  would  he  not  have  done  for  a  friend.) 

There  is  another  matter  to  which  I  take  leave  to  call  your  atten- 
tion, not  only  as  a  friend,  for  such  I  must  consider  you,  but  it  possi- 
bly may  come  under  your  notice  in  your  official  capacity  I  refer  to 
Jim,  the  Colored  Boy  my  Brother  took  out  with  him,  (  and  whom 
you  may  possibly  recollect,  being  in  attendance  upon  him  at  the  battle 
of  San  Jacinto — )  He  was  a  family  servant  we  brought  from  the 
South,  which  in  itself  would  interest  me  for  the  Boy  —  But  added 
to  this,  the  fact  of  his  being  the  body  Servant  of  My  Brother,  and 
no  doubt  attending  him  in  his  last  moments,  renders  him  to  me  an 
object  of  peculiar  solicitude  and  regard  —  If  living,  it  is  my  earnest 
wish  that  he  return  with  the of  his  master. — 

Is,  it  requiring  too  much  of  you  my  Dear  Sir,  to  request  you  to 
speak  or  write  to  Mr  Lusk  on  this  subjeet  I  need  not  say  to  you, 
that  a  line  or  word  from  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Republic  would 
not  only  have  a  great  weight  and  effect  You  must  Know  that  in 
almost  any  case  it  would  be  Omnipotent  — 

Another  word  and  I  have  done  —  Why  was  it  not  announced  in 
the  Columns  of  your  press  —  Had  he  not  the  Honors  of  War? 
Has  no  tribute  been  paid  to  sux^h  worth?  Forbid  it  Heaven  —  It 
would  be  a  National  reproach  From  a  hundred  mouths  the  question 
has  been  asked     What  does  this  mean?     A  Hero  of  San  Jacinto 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  op  Mirabeau  Buon.vparte  Lamar  567 

fallen  —  and  no  public  mention  maid?  for  my  own  part  I  scarcely 
care  to  ask  the  questtion,  altho  it  might  have  been  gratifying  as  some 
evidence  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  in  that  Country,  but 
Honors  and  Distinctions  now  avail  me  nothing  The  great  Magicians 
gone.  **  There  is  no  balm  in  Gilead  for  the  bereaved  sister  of  Eobert 
Handy  — 

Adieu  My  Dear  Sir  And  may  Heaven's  Choicest  blessings  attend 
you,  and  may  you  never  realize  a  tithe  part  of  the  bitterness  and 
anguish  of  Spirit  I  now  feel. 

With  Sentiments  of  high  Esteem  and  regard, 
Believe  me  yrs  e&c. 
Emmeline  C.  Brown. 

[P.S]  *0f  course  He  goes  with  ample  means,  and  all  the  prelim- 
inary arrangements  —  I  wishd  you  but  to  suggest  the  mode  of  con- 
veyance &c  &c.  &c. 

No.  1255 

1839  May  8-28,  BARNARD  E.  BEE,  VERA  CRUZ,   [MEXICOr*^ 

Letters  from  Barnard  E.  Bee  to  Genl  Victoria,  Col:  Almonte, 
Admiral  Baudin,  Mr.  Gorostiza,  Mr.  Pakenham,  &  the  Commander 
of  the  French  Frigate  La  Gloire —  Vera  Cruz,  May  1839/'  Copy. 
16  p. 

See  nos.  1256,  1259,  1284,  1288,  1290-1,  1298-9,  1301-3,  1314-17. 

No.  1256 

1839  May  8,  B.  E.  BEE,  [VERA  CRUZ,  MEXICO],  TO  [G.] 
VICTORIA,   [VERA  CRUZ,  MEXICO]  •» 

United  States  Schooner  Woodbury 
Wednesday,  May  8th.  1839. 
General  Victoria, 
Sir, 

Entrusted  with  important  communications  to  the 
Government  of  Mexico,  I  have  the  honor  of  applying  to  youj  as  Com- 
mandant General  of  Vera  Cruz,  to  afford  me  such  facilities  as  will 
enable  me  to  confer  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  be  presented  in 
person  to  his  Excellency  the  President 

I  am  very  happy  to  have  found  on  my  arrival  so  distinguished  an 
individual  as  General  Victoria,  in  whose  patriotism  as  recorded  in 
the  history  of  his  country  I  have  so  often  taken  the  deepest  interest  — 
assured  of  your  hospitality,  I  remain 

Very  Respectfully 

Yours 
Barnard  E.  Bee 

Tor  other  documents  relating  to  Bee's  mission  consult  Niles*  Register 
vol.  56,  and  Garrison,  G.  P.,  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the  Republic  of 
Texas,  vol.  II. 

^•Copy.    In  no.  1255. 
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No.  1257 

1839  May  9,  E.  WALLER  TO  M.  B.  LAIVIAR 

Damons,  Fort  Bend  County 
May  9th  1839 
His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar 

Dear  Sir 
My  business  progresses  as  rapidly  as  I 
could  have  expected  although  one  waggon  which  I  expected  to 
arrive  from  Houston  at  Columbia  did  not  come  in  as  I  anticipated. 
I  started  three  from  that  place  yesterday  morning,  which  are  now 
on  the  way  accompanied  by  a  number  of  workmen.  I  have  found 
it  more  difficult  than  I  anticipated  to  procure  workmen  but  hope 
to  succeed  in  collecting  a  sufficient  number  together  before  we  reach 
our  destination.®** 

We  have  at  length  prevailed  upon  a  gentleman  to  offer  himself 
as  a  candidate  for  Senator  from  our  district  to  supply  the  vacancy, 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Col.  Wharton;  one  in  whose  abilities 
and  qualifications  for  filling  the  station  we  have  every  confidence, 
as  also  in  his  principles,  and  his  future  course,  which  we  believe 
will  prove  entirely  satisfactory,  Col.  W^m  T.  Austin. 

We  hope  that  the  election  may  be  held  at  as  early  a  day  as  is  pos- 
sible, as  there  will  be  a  greater  certainty  of  our  candidate  being 
elected  before  the  probable  opponent  Anson  Jones  can  return  or 
liave  been  long  returned  from  the  United  States. 

Very  Respy 

Your  Mo.  Obt.  Servt. 

Edwin  Waller 

T  Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

Columbia  Edwn  Waller 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar  9th.  May  Fort  Bend 

Houston  ' 

No.  1258 

1839  May  9,  THOMAS  PRATT,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Requesting  an  answer  to  his  note  of  [Apr.]  16  regarding  the 
•'singular  rejection*'  of  his  application  for  a  captain's  commission. 
A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

•"Waller  was  en  route  to  the  site  of  Austin. 
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No.  1259 

1839  May  9,  B.  E.  BEE,   [VERA  CRUZ,  MEXICO],  TO   [J.  M.] 
ALMONTE,  [VERA  CRUZ?  MEXICO]" 

United  States  Schooner  Woodbury 
May  9th.  1839. 
Colonel  Almonte 
Dear  Sir 

Clothed  with  important  communication  for  your 
Government,  I  am  in  your  waters  —  uncertain  whether  I  will  be 
permitted  to  land  —    let  me  hear  from  &  see  you  if  possible. 

I  am  very  respectfully 
Yours 
Barnard  E.  Bee 

No.  1260 

1839  May  10,  WILLIAM  E.  MILLET,  NEW  YORK,  [NEW  YORK], 
TO  [RORABEAU  BUONAPARTE!  LAMAR,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS] 

Inquiry  regarding  the  prospect  of  success  in  Houston  for  a  dealer 
in  music  and  musical  instruments.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1261 

1839  May  10,  PIERCE  M.  BUTLER,  COLUMBIA,  SOUTH 

CAROLINA,  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Introducing  Major  T.  P.  Cooper,  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper.    A.  L. 
S.     Ip. 

No.  1262 

1839  May  11,  JAMES  REILY,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO  M [IRA- 
BEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Presenting  a  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Nacogdoches  [c.  May  It] 
in  behalf  of  A.  Mclver.    A.  L.  S.    1  p. 
See  no.  1241. 

No.  1263 

1839  May  11,  THO[MA]S  J.  GREEN,  VELASCO,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,   [TEXAS] 

Introducing  Powhatan,  son  of  Dr.  Archer.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 


"Copy.     In  no.  1255. 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


570  Texas  State  Library 

No.  1264 

1839  May  11,  W.  H.  HUNT  TO  IM.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] 

Houston   11th.   May   1839   — 
His  Excly  M  B  Lamar 

Prest.  Republic  of  Texas 
Dear  Sir, 

Being  aware  of  the  Multiplicity  of  youT 
Engagements  &  the  value  of  your  time,  I  adopt  this  meathod  of  com- 
municating with  your  Excly  — 

Judge  Waller,  whom  I  saw  last  Tuesday  Exening,  requested  me  to 
inform  you,  that  he  had  been  detained  in  Columbia  longer  than  he 
anticipated,  by  the  delay  of  one  of  his  waggons,  his  agent  in  this 
city  having  given  the  waggoner  till  the  9th.  inst  to  arrive  in 
Columbia  — < 

— Three  of  his  waggons  &  a  party  of  labourers,  left  for  the  city  of 
Austin  Tuesday  Evening  —  He  has  been  Successful  in  purchasing 
tools,  provisions  &c  &  will  be  Enabled  to  proceed  with  Expedition 

in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 

while  I  Avas  in  Town  Some  Ten  days  Since,  the  Sect  of  War, 
informed  me  that  my  Services  on  the  Military  Road  will  not  be 
required  for  at  least  Two  Months  —  I  was  also  told  by  Hamilton 
Bee  Eqr  that  your  Excly  had  appointed  the  Commissioner  to  Establisli 
the  boundary  line  between  Texas  &  The  United  St^ates 

— That  work  can  be  completed  in  Six  weeks  or  Two  Months,  I 
presume  —  Should  it  Suit  the  views  of  Your  Excly,  I  desire  to  go 
with  the  Commissioner  as  Engineer  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
to  survey  Said  boundary  Line,  otherwise  I  shall  be  anxious  till  I 
am  ordered  on  duty  with  Col  Burleson  — 

On  ^londay  Morning  I  will  wait  at  Your  Exclys  House  for  An 
Answer. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Your  Exclys 
Most  Obt  Svt 

Wm.  H.  Hunt 
[rubric] 

[Addressed  ]  f  Endorsed  ] 

To  Wm.  H.  Hunt 

His  Excely  M.  B.  Lamar  Houston, 

Prest.  Republic  of  Texas  May  11th.  1839. 


Soliciting  the  appt 
of  Engner  to  run  the 
boundary  line  &c. 


No.  1265 

IS.W  May  11,  AUGUSTUS  SEEGER,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU1  B[UONAPARTE]  LAiLA^R, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  as  second  auditor.     A.  N.  S.    1  p. 
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1839  May  11,  DENIS  E.  HAYDEN,  NEW  ORLEANS,    [LOUISI- 

ANA],  TO  MffiABEAU  BfUONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  appointment  as  architect  and  builder  to  the  Re- 
public to  erect  the  new  government  buildings  in  Austin ;  their  former 
iacquaintance  in  Columbus,  Georgia.     A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1267 

1839  May  11,  C.  B.  SNOW,  [GALVESTON],  AND  OTHERS  TO  A. 

C.  HTNTON 


Sir 


Texian  Steam  Ship  Zavala . 
May  11th.  1839 


To 


A  C  Hinton  Esq 

Comdg  **  Steam  Ship 
Zavala 


We  the  undersigned  midshipmen  of  the  Texian  Navy,  respectfully 
request  to  represent  through  you  to  the  Navy  Department,  the 
iijcapacitj^  and  want  of  a  common  education,  on  the  part  of  Mid- 
shipman Samuel  AVhiting  Jr,  and  also  his  personal  manners  & 
behaviour,  render  him  unfit  for  an  associate  and  companion,  there- 
fore in  consequence  of  these  inabilities  for  the  office  which  he  holds 
&  our  deep  interest  for  the  service,  we  have  to  request  that  you  will 
please  make  them  known  to  the  Department 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

Yours  respectfully 
and  obt  serv^ts 
Charles  B  Snow 
A.  A.  Waite 
Downing  Crisp 

[rubric] 
Chas.  F.  Fuller 

[rubric] 
Henry  A.  Cobbs 

[rubric] 
W.  Oliver 
D.  C.  Wilber 
[rubric] 
Judson  Augustus  Rowe 

[rubric] 
Josiah  Hoyle 
Cyrus  Cummings 
[rubric] 

[Endorsed] 
Request  of  Midn  of 
Zavala  respecting 
midn  Whiting, 
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No.  1268 

1839  May  13,  JAMES  LAWRENCE  HOLT,  DADEVILLE,  ALA- 
BAMA, TO  MIRABEAU  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

His  own  readiness  to  come  to  Texas  if  he  can  be  of  any  service  and 
make  a  living;  former  acquaintance  with  Lamar  at  Eatonton, 
Georgia.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1269 

1839  May  13,  W[ILLIA]M  C.  DAWSON,  MILLEDGEVILLE, 

GEORGIA,  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  Dr.  Thomas  Park;  the  State  Convention  "to  reduce 
and  equalize  our  Representation  in  the  General  Assembly."  A.  L.  S. 
Ip. 

No.  1270 

1839  May  13,  FRANCES  R.  H.  KEEPER,  NEW  YORK,  [NEW 
YORK],  TO  MflRABEAU]  BfUONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Gratification  at  the  experience  of  her  son,  Charles  B.  Snow,  mid- 
shipman; inquiry  regarding  the  prospects  of  suitable  employment 
in  Texas  for  herself  as  a  magazine  writer  and  for  her  daughter  as 
a  teacher.    A.  L.  S.    2  p. 

No.  1271 

1839  May  13,  W[ILLIA]M  GIBBS  McNEILLY,  COLUMBIA, 

SOUTH  CAROLINA,  TO  [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE] 

LAMAR,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Introducing  [Thomas]  Priestly  Cooper,  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas 
Cooper,  and  late  assistant  to  Major  McNeilly  on  the  Louisville, 
Charleston,  &  Cincinnati  Railroad;  General  Hamilton's  interest  in 
Cooper.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1272 

1839  May  14,  FRANCIS  MOORE,  JR.,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

MIRABEAU  B[U0NAPARTE1   LAMAR,    [HOUSTON, 

TEXAS] 

Sending  a  letter  opened  by  mistake.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 
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No.  1273 

1839  May  14,  SAM[UE]L  A.  PLUMMER,  NEW  ORLEANS,  [LOUI- 
SIANA], TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE] 
LAMAR,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Introducing  Col.  Philip  Weaver,  of  Alabama,  capitalist.  A.  L.  S. 
Ip. 

No.  1274 

1839  May  [15 f],  S.  A.  ROBERTS  TO  [M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON] 

Confidential 

Washington  City  May  [15?]  1839 
Dear  General 

Mr  Austin  Bryan  leaves  here  to  day  to  take  passage  for  Galveston 
in  one  of  the  new  Schooners  built  for  Texas  at  Baltimore  —  I  have 
intended  for,  more  than  a  week  to  write  to  you,  but  wished  only  to 
defer  it,  until  after  Genl.  Dunlap  had  had  an  audience,  but  am  com- 
pelled at  last  to  anticipate  that  event  or  loase  an  opportunity  of 
writing  by  a  safe  conveyance  — 

Dunlap  arrived  here  three  days  ago, —  on  the  day  after  his 
arrival  he  sent  the  letter  of  recall  addressed  to  Doctor  Jones  to 
him,  — -  Doct  J  replied  the  next  morning,  expressing  his  regret 
and  surprise,  that  he  had  not  also  received  from  his  government  a 
letter  of  recall,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  U  States,  so  that 
he  might  upon  presenting  it,  have  taken  a  formal  leave  of  this 
Govt —  This  it  seems  is  the  etiquette,  and  is  usual  unless  the 
minister  is  recalled  in  disgrace,  at  least  Doct  Jones  so  understands 
it  —  Dunlap  in  reply  to  that  part  of  his  letter  expressly  disclaims, 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  administration,  to  offer  him  a 
personal  disrespect,  or  to  embarrass  him  in  his  leave  taking  attribut- 
ing the  neglect  to  an  oversight,  or  perhaps  an  ignorance  that  such 
a  letter  was  customary  —  I  think  he  is  satisfied  ,  and  if  Judge 
Webb,  will  call  on  him  on  his  arrival  and  make  the  amends  honor- 
able which  I  think  he  ought  to  do,  I  believe  he  may  be  made  a  friend 
of.  He  speaks  highly  of  your  State  papers,  approves  the  general 
course  of  your  measures  &c,  but  says  he  does  not  know  you  —  that 
he  has  often  tried  to  form  an  acquaintance  (an  ijitimate  one  I  mean), 
but  that  you  have  never  met  his  advances  in  the  spirit  in  which 
they  were  made,  &  many  things  of  a  similar  character  I  give  you 
all  of  this  for  what  it  is  worth  —  in  order  that  you  may  under- 
state the  nature  of  the  ground  should  it  ever  be  necessary  to  occupy 
it  —  Bryan  appears  perfectly  satisfied,  and  expected  to  be  re- 
called —  He  possesses  more  intelligence,  and  a  better  balanced 
mind  than  I  had  been  led  to  expect  How  would  it  do  to  send  him 
as  Secty  Legation  to  Mexico  ? —  He  speaks  the  Spanish  &  is  person- 
ally known  to  Santa  Anna  —  I  dont  know  that  he  desires  it — I 
only  throw  out  the  suggestion  I  observe  the  resignation  of  Hunt 
&  Watrous  announced  —  That  you  have  gotten  rid  of  the  former, 
I  cannot  help  congratulating  you  without  precisely    knowing    how 
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you  feel  upon  the  subject  —  In  spite  of  his  vain  glorious  boasting 
of  the  high  stand  he  had  maintained  in  this  City  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  information  the  recollection  of  his  residence  here 
is  not  cherished  as  he  fondly  imagines  —  as  a  period  reflecting 
much  honor  upon  his  country  —  His  diplomatic  correspondence, 
betokens  great  weakness,  not  to  say  folly;  (read  his  argument f  in 
favor  of  annexation)  —  He  lived  in  a  style  far  beyond  his  means, 
contracted  debts,  Tailors  &  Hotels  which  he  has  not  even  yet  dis- 
charged and  ran  into  many  other  extravagances  which  subjected 
him,  as  the  representative  of  a  new  &  impoverished  country,  to 
remark  and  severe  animadversion  He  has  not  even  the  plea  that 
these  excesses  were  of  the  least  service  in  promoting  the  object  of 
his  mission,  for  in  a  country  like  this  the  real  situation  of  the 
Country,  its  resources  &c  were  too  well  understood  to  be  in  the 
least  affected  by  the  Show  which  the  minister  might  make  in  the 
Street  the  Bar  room  or  the  dinner  table  —  I  think  now,  with  all 
these  facts  before  me  that  his  appointment  in  the  Navy  department, 
was  the  worst  one  you  have  made,  and  was  not  a  little  wondered 
at  where  he  is  well  known  —  I  had  intended  to  lay  all  this  before 
you  ,  before  I  heard  of  his  resignation,  feeling  confident  that  you 
knew  me  too  well  to  attribute  my  bluntness  to  any  other  motive, 
than  a  strong  and  ardent  desire  to  promote  the  usefulness  and 
dignity  of  your  administration  How  much  therefore  must  I  rejoice 
that  this  information  cannot  embarrass  you 

As  to  Watrous  resignation,  I  regret  it  only  on  two  grounds,  one 
personal  to  myself  and:  the  other  the  Color  which  is  may  give  to 
assertions  of  your  enemies,  that  your  councils  are  distracted  & 
want  unanimity  —  Even  to  this  apprehension  I  attribute  less  im- 
portance than  I  formally  did  —  for  from  the  general  tone  of  the 
papers  in  the  U  States,  which  will  as  a  general  rule,  give  a  fair 
average  of  the  tone  of  feeling  in  the  U.  S.  as  well  as  in  Texas.  I 
perceive  you  have  not  lost  an  inch  of  ground  since  you  came  into 
power,  but  on  the  contrary  have  gained  —  The  motives  which 
have  prompted  your  enemies  to  set  so  many  organs  at  work  against 
you,  are  well  understood  Messrs  Gales  &  Seaton,  sent  me  this 
morning  a  slip  from  the  N.  0.  Bulletin  of  29th.  Ult.  and  one  of  the 
1st.  inst  both  of  which  are  well  written  and  go  to  confirm  what  1 
have  just  said  Read  them  —  In  everj'-  other  point  of  view,  to 
return  to  the  subject  of  Watrous^  resijjnation  I  look  upon  his  re- 
tirinix  as  a  matter  of  no  moment  —  His  talents  have  been  vastly 
over-rated,  and  as  to  his;  usefulness  —  he  is  too  constitutionally 
timid  &  habitually  indolent  ever  to  be  of  any  material  service, — 
I  trust  his  place  will  be  supplied  by  some  one,  not  liable  to 
these  objections,  and  from  whom  you  may  expect  a  manly,  energetic 
and  above  all  a  liberal  support — one  who  will  not  be  seeking  for 
a  cause  to  be  officially  offended!  but  who  will  rather  contrive  to 
smooth  over  difficulties  without  embarrassing  the  President,  with 
his  late  learned  dogmas  of  official  etiquette —  I  confess,  this  is  a 
subject  which  rouses  all  my  indignation  whenever  it  crosses  my 
mind  —  and  perhaps  urges  me  to  the  use  of  intemperate  language, 
which  from  the  personal  manner  in  which  I  have  been  affected  by 
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his  squeamishness,  might  lead  any  other  than  yourself  to  a  mis- 
construction of  my  motives  —  I  shall  not  again  trouble  you  with 
the  subject — 

Genl.  Dunlap  addressed  a  note  to  Mr  Forsythe  yesterday  morning 
requesting  to  know  when  he  might  be  presented  &c —  No  answer 
yet  —  Mr  Ellis  will  leave  here  tomorrow  on  a  mission  to  Mexico  — 
It  is  to  be  regretted  we  could  not  have  assured  a  negotiation  for 
the  intervention  of  the  U.  S.  in  our  contemplated  treaty  of  Mexico 
before  this  gentlemans  departure, —  but  heads  of  Departments  are 
not  minute  men,  and  we  must  however  impatiently  wait  their 
leisure — 

There  is  a  strange  rumor  here,  that  Genl  Houston  for  the  release 
of  Santa  Anna  received  from  him  (Santa  Anna)  Two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  cash  —  There  is  the  story  as  I  received  it  — 
A  gentleman  whose  name  I  have  forgotten,  but  who  boarded  at  the 
same  house  and  dined  at  the  same  table  with  Mr.  Austin  Bryan, 
asserted  at  the  public  Hable  that  he  knew  the  fact  —  Bryan  con- 
tradicted it  as  a  vile  calumny  upon  the  national  honor  of  his  Country 
and  demanded  the  proof  —  the  gentleman,  replied  that  he  had  no 
documents  with  him  to  substantiate  what  he  said,  but  that  he  had 
seen  with  his  own  eyea  upon  the  Books  of  the  Lizardis  in  New 
Orleans  a  credit  of  $200,000  in  favor  of  Sam  Houston,  from  Genl. 
Santa  Anna'' —  This  is  the  story  exactly  as  I  had  it  from  Bryans 
lips,  and  I  give  it  with  all  the  circumstances  for  what  it  is  worth  — 
If  you  could  get  some  confidential  friends  to  look  into  the  matter 
without  implicating  you,  it  might  lead  to  great  Consequences  — 
What  think  you  of  it? 

I  went,  when  at  Baltimore  to  visit  the  vessels  that  are  being 
built  for  Texas  — •  They  are  six  in  number,  one  Ship,  two  brigs  & 
three  Schooners,  and  are  the  admiration  of  every  body  —  They  will 
all  be  ready  for  sea  by  first  of  November  — 

You  w^ill  perceive  in  reading  what  I  have  written,  that  through- 
out it  is  strictly  private  &  Confidential,  and  I  hope  will  either  be 
destroyed  or  filed  away  by  your  own  hand  —  I  intend  to  write [?] 
by  the  same  conveyance  to  some  member  of  my  family,  but  have  not 
time  —  If  you  happen  to  be  at  the  Island,  I  hope  you  will  make 
this  know^n  —  I  have  not  had  a  line  from  one  of  them  since  I  left 
there,  save  a  few  words  from  Dolph  whilst  I  was  in  Mobile  — 
I  wrote  by  mail  to  Sister  Oliva  a  few  days  ago,  which  I  suppose 
will  reach  her  long  before  this  gets  to  your  hands  — 

I  have  just  learned  that  Mr  Ellisi  wnll  remain  ten  or  twelve  days 
in  New  York,  and  we  may  yet  know  something  definite  on  this  subject 
of  intervention  before  he  sails  —  He  expresses  himself  warmly 
in  favor  of  Texas,  and  if  authorised  by  his  govt,  will  interfere 
warmly  in  our  behalf — 

Your  friend 

Saml.  A.  Roberts 
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No.  1275 

1839  May  16,  J.  W.  MORELAND  AND  OTHERS,  HOUSTON, 

[TEXAS],  TO  [MIRABEAU  BUONAPARTE  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Endorsing  Thomas  J.  Golightly  for  chief  justice  of  Harrisburg 
County,  to  succeed  Andrew  Briscoe.    D.  S.    1  p. 

No.  1276 

1839  May  16,  A.  G.    [CLYGATT?],  HOUSTON,     [TEXAS],    TO 
M[IRABEAU]    B[UONAPARTE]    LAMAR, 
[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

A  copy  of  Spark's  Life  and  Writings  subscribed  for  by  Lamar 
ready  for  delivery.    A.  N.  S.    1  p. 
Mutilated. 

No.  1277 

1839  Matj  18,  JAMES  P.  COLE,  GALVESTON,  [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Calling  attention  to  his  application  of  [Apr.]  11  for  appointment 
as  notary  public.    A.  L.  S.     1  p. 

No.  1278 

1839  Mail  18,  FRANCIS  B.  WRIGHT,  NAVY  YARD,  GALVESTON, 

[TEXAS],  TO  M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAE, 

[HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

Application  for  transfer  from  the  command  of  the  Navy  Yard  to 
the  command  of  the  schooner  "hourly  expected  from  Baltimore,  she 
having  left  the  1st  inst— "    A.  L.  S. '  1  p. 

No.  1279 

1839  May  18,  RICHARD  R.  WILKINS,  HOUSTON,  [TEXAS] 

Chattel  mortgage  to  Mirabeau  B[uonaparte]  Lamar,  Houston, 
[Texas.]     D.  S.     3  p. 

No.  1280 

1839  May  18,  W.  HART  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Nacogdoches  the  18th.  May  1839 
To  His  Excellency 
M.  B.  Lamar 

Dear  Genl. 

I  got  home  safely  have  been  sworn  into  office, 
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and  have  entered,  on  its  duties^^  appearently  to  the  general  satisfac- 
tion of  my  fellow  citizens,  and  beg  leave  to  return  to  you  my  sincere 
thanks  for  your  kindness  in  appointing  me 

One  Estimable  fellow  citizen  Dr.  Jas.  H  Starr  leaves  this  morning 
for  your  city;  of  your  invitation  to  him  to  a  seat  in  your  cabinet 
I  have  heard  but  one  voice,  even  those  who  are  on  the  lookout  for 
an  excuse' to  oppose  your  administration  are  silent  on  the  subject, 
while  your  friends  say  that  this  is  an  additional  triumph  of  honest 
principals  over  corruption  and  frauds ;  you  are  no  doubt  Avell  aware 
that  disappointed  and  designing  men  are  attempting  to  divide  the 
citizens  of  this  county  into  parties,  consequently  abuse  of  the 
administration  will  be  the  stepping  stone  or  pasport  to  rank  and 
favour  in  the  opposition  corpse ;  when  I  reflect  upon  the  depravity 
of  the  human  heart  and  the  low  tone  of  moral  feeling  which  is  still 
exhibited  in  some  sections  of  our  country  I  ean  easily  account  for 
the  causes  which  have  created  an  opposition  to  your  course,  and 
am  forcibly  struck  with  the  idea  conveyed  by  the  appostles  in  that 
passage  of  wholy  writ/*Wo  unto  you  when  all  men  speak  well  of 
you'*  if  this  be  as  I  think  it  is  a  correct  view  of  the  subject  and  if 
judging  from  the  past  I  may  anticipate  the  future  your  administra- 
tion will  be  opposed  by  a  formidable  party,  that  party  will  not  however 
be  composed  of  the  Patriotic  the  honest  or  the  reflecting  for  all  those 
will  rally  arround  the  present  administration  as  long  as  your  course 
evinces  that  honesty  of  principal  and  integ^rity  of  purpose  which 
has  hitherto  characterized  it,  by  adhering  to  the  course  you  have 
commenced  you  will  throw  arround  your  administration  a  moral 
shield  from  which  the  poisoned  shafts  of  your  enemies  will  fall 
harmless  at  your  feet. 

You  may  perhaps  think  this  intrusion  but  a  consciousness  of  the 
purity'  of  my  motives  will  be  to  me  a  sufficient  consolation  — 
My  opinion  is  formed  from  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  public 
oppinion  in  eastern  Texas  and  in  our  own  county  (where  at  one  time 
I  least  expected  it)  your  administration  is  not  only  approved  but 
generally  applauded,  and  rest  assured  that  all  my  influence  small 
as  it  may  be  shall  be  exerted  to  promote  peace  &  harmony  and  to 
sustain  that  honest  &  honourable  course  which  you  have  com- 
menced—    I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  sincere 

friend  &  humble  servant 

Wm  Hart 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar  Wm.  Hart 

President  of  the  Republic  Nacogdoches  18th.  May 

Per  Dr.  Jas.  H  Starr)  Houston  1839 

"As   chief   justice. 


37 — Library. 
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1839  May  19,  J.  HAMILTON  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

Baltimore  May  19t.  1839 
My  Dear  Sir 

I  have  come  down  here  for  the  purpose  of  examing  the 
vessel  building  here  under  Mr.  William's  contract  with  Mr.  Dawson. 

I  have  never  been  more  delighted  in  my  life.  It  will  be  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  squadrons  in  the  world  of  its  size,  and  I  assure 
you  that  nothing  can  exceed  the  fidelity  with  which  Mr.  Dawson 
has  thus  far  fulfilled  his  contract  or  the  ability  &  vigilance  with 
which  Mr.  AVilliams  has  superinteded  its  execution  I  positively 
think  these  the  handsomest  &  most  promising  vessels  I  have  ever 
seen  in  my  life.  The  new  Schooner  in  which  Mr.  Williams  embarks, 
is  a  fair  sample  of  all  the  rest,  &  I  can  compare  her  in  symmetry 
to  nothing  else  than  a  beautiful  woman. — 

I  believe  My  Dear  Sir  from  political  causes  you  have  been 
separated  from  some  of  the  immediate  friends  Sb-  relatives  of  Mr. 
Williams,  but  towards  this  Gentleman  I  am  sure  when  you  know 
him  you  can  entertain  none  but  kind  &  friendly  sentiments.  —  His 
bearing  in  conversation  towards  yourself  has  been  uniformaly 
kind  &  respectful  &  I  assure  you  that  no  man  within  the  limits  of 
your  Republic  is  more  prepared  to  repreSvS  the  violence  of  party 
spirit  &  to  give  your  administration  a  cordial  support  than  himself. — 

Altho'  my  appointment  under  your  kind  &  friendly  favor  may  in 
some  degree  be  supposed  to  have  superceded  his,  yet  nothing  can 
have  exceeded  the  manner  in  which  he  has  received  this  preference 
towads  myself  in  both  his  magnanimity  f  ?]  &  forbearance, —  from  not 
casting  even  a  reflection  on  Your  conduct. — 

You  will  I  hope  even  before  this  reaches  you  hear  good  news 
from  me  in  regard  to  my  Loan,  be  assured  of  my  success  &  the 
esteem  with  which  I  am  My  Dr.  Sir 

very  respectfUy  & 
faithfully 
His  Excellency  ]  Yours 

M.  B.  Lamar      \  J  Hamilton 

[rubric] 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  Genl  Jas.  Hamilton 

— M.  B.  Lamar.—  Baltirafore]  19th.  May  1839 

Houston 
Favd.  bv  ] — Texas. — 

S  M  Williams  1^ 
—  Esqr.— J 

No.  1283 

{1839  May  20],  FENTON  M.  GIBSON,  H[UGH]   McLEOD  AND 
OTHERS,  [HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

[Petition    to    Mirabeau    Buonaparte    Lamar,   Houston,    Texas, 
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endorsing  T.  J.  Golightly  for  chief  justice  of  Harrisburg  County.] 
D.  S.     1  p. 
All  except  signatures  illegible. 

No.  1284 

1839  May  20,  B.  E.  BEE  TO  THE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  FRENCH 
FRIGATE  '*LA  GLOIRE/'  [VERA  CRUZ,  MEXICO ]«» 

Vera  Cruz.  Monday  morning,  May  20th.  1839. 
To  the  Commander  of  the  French  Frigate  **La  Gloire.'' 
My  dear  Sir, 

The  mail  from  Mexico  has  just  arrived.  I 
understand  Genl.  Victoria  is  ordered  to  send  me  out  of  the  country  — 
if  so,  will  you  allow  me  to  take  refuge  on  board  your  hospitable 
Ship  La  Gloire  —  until  your  Steam  Ship  is  ready  for  the  Havana  — 
in  which,  I  should  be  happy  to  take  passage  under  your  permis- 
sion —  with  remembrance  to  Captain  Lugeol, 

I  am  my  dear  Sir 

with  unfeigned  esteem 
respectfully 
Yours 
Barnard  E.  Bee 

No.  1285 

1839  May  21,  R[0BERT1  JfOHN]  WALKER,  JACKSON,   [MISS^ 

ISSIPPI],  TO  M[IRABEAU]   B[UONAPARTE]   LAMAR 

AND  MEMUCAN  HUNT,  [HOUSTON],  TEXAS 

Introducing  General  Charles  M.  Price.    A.  L.  S.     1  p.  .^ 

No.  1286 

1839  Maxj  21,  N.  TOWNSEND  TO  M.  B,  LAMAR,    [HOUSTON] 

To  his  Excellency  Mirabeau  B  Lamar, 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent  that  he  came  to  this 
place  upwards  of  two  weeks  since  for  the  express  purpose  of  (for 
the  first  time)  filing  his  claims  for  adjustment  and  allowance  for 
property  which  he  lost  and  was  destroyed  by  acts  of  this  Govern- 
ment,—  that  during  the  week  after  his  arrival  he  succeeded  in  getting 
a  small  portion  of  his  claims  adjusted  by  the  Auditorial  board,  which 
is  for  his  loss  at  San  Felipe,  by  the  burning  of  that  place  in  March 
1836. —  the  board  allowed  me  only  what  1  proved  my  goods  to  have 
been  worth  at  the  time  ($9,500)  without  any  interest:  to  be  paid  in 
the  promisory  notes  of  this  Govt.  —  the  remainder  ($1800)  was  for 
my  building  and  was  given  to  me  in  the  ordinary  military  drafts. — 
all  of  which  I  obtained  this  day  a  week,  and  have  remained  since  that 
time  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  from  the  Treasury  the  . 

"Copy.     In  no.  1255. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


580  Texas  State  Library 

promissory  notes  of  the  Govt,  on  ray  dft.  of  $9,000  which  I  had  good 
reason  to  believe  I  would  have  reed,  yesterday  or  to-day  —  but  you 
can  now  easily  imagine,  than  I  can  describe  my  disappointment  and 
cha^in  when  I  was  informed  yesterday,  by  the  Treasurer  that  it 
could  not  be  paid  in  consequence  of  an  order  to  that  effects  from 
your  Excellency. —  Why  the  order  was  given  I  am  unable  to  divine, 
but  this  much  I  will  say  that  my  losses  and  sacrifices  during  the  war 
which  terminated  in  our  Independence  nearly  ruined  me,  and  left 
me  largely  in  debt,  from  which  embarrassments  I  have  not  been  able 
to  extricate  myself  to  the  present  time,  and  could  your  Excellency, 
consistently  with  your  duty  to  the  country,  instruct  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  draft  before  referred  to  of  $9500  in  promisor^'  notes  it  would 
at  this  particular  crisis  in  my  affairs  contriburte  largely  toward 
reinstating  me  in  my  former  condition  as  my  buildings  were  entirely 
destroyed  at  San  Felipe  and  since  that  period  I  have  had  no  place 
which  I  could  properly  call  liome. —  and  in  addition  to  this,  my 
family  has  recently  arrived  from  the  U.  S.  and  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  board,  inasmuch  as  I  have  not  the  means  to  erect  the  neces- 
sary buildings  for  their  comfort  and  accomodation  nor  can  I  raise  it 
without  a  sacrifice  of  Land,  unless  your  Excellency  will  order  this 
draft  paid. —  I  would  here  apprise  your  Excellency  of  a  fact,  of 
which  you  are  probably  not  aware,  that  the  s^ock  of  merchandise 
which  I  had  on  hand  was  worth  as  much  as  all  the  residue  of  the 
goods  in  San  Felipe  at  the  time  of  the  burning  thereof,  and  it  is 
a  matter  of  notoriety  that  I  was  one  of  the  severest  sufferers  in 
consequence  of  the  war,  and  have  not  to  this  day  received  one 
farthing  in  the  way  of  indemnity,  and  should  you  deem  it  just  and 
equitable  that  this  amount  be  paid  me,  and  will  so  instruct  the 
Treasurer  you  will  confer  a  lasting  obligation  on 

Your  very  obt.  Servt. 
f  Nathl.  Towsend 

Houston  May  21st  1839 :  [rubric] 

[Endorsed] 
N  Townsend 

Houston  21st.  May  1839 
Petition  &c. 

No.  1287 

1639  May  21,  J.  MORGAN  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR 

New  Washington  21st.  May  1839. 
My  dear  Genl — 

I  presume  you  found  my  letter**  on  your  return.  AVell, 
in  referehce  to  a  subject  mentioned  in  th^t,  and  to  a  conversation 
we  had  in  Galveston,  I  have  been  upon  the  look-out.  There  is  a 
gentleman  that  would  fill  the  office  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  Govt,  if  he  would  accept  it. —  Independent  of  his  facilities  to 
afford  to  Govt,  aid,  if  needed,  he  is  the  right  sort  of  man  —  of  un- 
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doubted  honesty  and  integrity,  .and  one  whom  you  would  be  pleased 
to  have  in  office,  I  think,  could  he  accept  it.  But  although  a  resident 
of  more  than  a  year,  I  doubt  whether  he  considers  himself  a 
citizen  of  Texas.  I  can  think  of  no  other  that  is  not  before  you. 
Indeed  I  feel  somewhat  scrupulous  about  recommending  anyone. — 

The  steam  ship,  you,  by  this  time  must  have  learnt  enough  about 
to  have  decided  on  what  to  do  with  her.  She  cannot  pay  expenses 
going  to  N.  0.  under  present  circumstances.  The  competition  is 
too  great.  Besides  she  has  no  room  for  freight,  as  other  steamers 
have.  Then,  my  dear  sir  lay  her  up.  I  was  under  an  impression 
until  lately,  that  the  Zavala  might  be  made  useful  in  the  trans- 
portation of  stores  for  the  Navy  from  N.  0.  to  Galveston;  but  i/ 
will  be  cheaper  to  pay  freight  for  them  in  other  vessels.  The 
Zavala's  expenses,  when  in  requisition,  are  enormous.  Three  or 
four  men  can  take  good  care  of  her,  and  keep  her  in  readiness  iu 
case  of  emergency;  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  manning  her 
in  ten  or  twelve  hours  at  Galveston  —  perhaps  in  six!  I  would 
recommend  that  an  Engineer,  say  a  second  engineer,  and  two  men, 
together  with  an  officer  Steward  &  Cook  be  kept  on  board  all  the 
time,  and  no  more.  The  Engine  can  be  kept  in  good  order,  and  all 
her  takle  and  apparel,  as  well  as  the  Boat.  She  is  coppered  and 
worms  can  make  no  impression  on  her.  Therefore  she  will  be  safe 
and  in  good  order  for  sale,  or  for  service. — 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you,  or  did  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ever  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  purchasing  a  fast  sailing 
small  vessel  for  the  Revenue  service?  My  trip  to  the  Sabine,  from 
which  place  I  have  just  returned,  has  satisfied  me  of  the  necessity^ 
as  well  as  propriety,  of  having  one  as  soon  as  she  can  be  had! 
She  will  require  to  be  a  fast  sailer^  and  mount  a  pivot  gun.  The 
pilot  boat  St.  Anna  is  the  very  vessel,  and  can  be  purchased  at 
$2500  N.  O.  funds,  I  understand.  She  was  bought  out  by  Capt 
Johnson  —  Baltimore  —  clipper  built,  and  sails  like  the  wind.  This 
small  schooner,  for  government  purposes,  will  be  worth  ten  of  the 
Zavala.  She  can  be  made  really  useful,  besides  protecting  the 
revenue  and  detecting  smugglers.  I  should  suppose  that  such  a 
cutter  is  indispensable  to  the  Republic.  Her  tonnage  is  something 
like  30  or  40. 

With  great  respect, 
yr  friend  &  servt, 

J  Morgan, 
[rubric] 

P.  S.  Have  you  determined  yet  about  the  Naval  Store  keeper? 
His  Excelly  Genl.  M.  B.  Lamar. 

[Addressed  1  [Endorsed] 

His  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamar  J  Morgan 

Politeness       j  Houston  Galveston  2l8t.  May  1839 

Capt.  Alpin  \  Naval  affairs  &c 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


582  Texas  State  Library 

No.  1288 

1839  Maxj  21,  B.  E.  BEE   TO    [G.]    VICTORIA,    [VERA   CRUZ, 

MEXICO]" 

Vera  Cruz,  May  21st.  1839 
To  his  Excellency 
General  Victoria 

In  acknowledging  the  courtesy  with  which  I  have 
been  received  at  your  hands,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  the  Government 
of  Mexico  should  have  intimated  their  determination  through  your 
Excellency  not  to  allow  me  as  the  Agent  of  Texas  to  open  my 
views  —  **if  the  ultimate  separation  of  that  State  from  the  mother 
country  is  the  object."  It  would  be  vain  to  conceal  that  such  are 
my  instructions  —  but  it  is  with  no  rude  hand  that  we  would 
desire  the  demarkation.  Texas  utterly  valuless  to  Mexico,  in  pos- 
session of  hordes  of  hostile  Indians  until  the  American  population 
were  permitted  to  occupy  it  — and  from  that  time  to  this,  a  source 
of  annoyance  rather  than  of  aggrandizement,  arising  from  a  differ- 
ence of  habits,  interests  and  religion,  until  by  the  fortune  of  arms, 
a  cessation  of  hostilities  took  place  which  in  the  lapse  of  three 
years  has  scarcely  been  interrupted.  At  this  stage,  Texas  daily 
increasing  in  population  and  in  wealth  —  her  Independence  recog- 
nized by  one  power  —  virtually  so  by  the  Pope  —  and  commercial 
arrangements  entered  into  with  England  and  France  —  having  not 
a  hostile  feelinsr  to  the  People  of-  Mexico,  and  prefering  Peace  to 
the  glory  of  War,  feeling  her  strength,  yet  not  overvalueing  it, 
decided,  that  the  Olive  branch  should  be  tendered  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  that  a  definite  boundary,  in  a  geographical  sense,  should 
be  assigned  to  her  Territory,  ;svhile  in  urbanity,  and  in  all  that  con- 
stitutes the  harmony  of  States,  an  endless  peace  might  prevail: 
Nor  did  Texas  presume,  valueless  as  she  deemed  herself  to  Mexico 
that  a  boundary  was  to  be  established  without  making  an  adequate  and 
a  liberal  compensation.  This  I  was  empowered  to  tender  to  your 
Government,  and  thus  prevent  a  recurrence  to  arms,  alike  detri- 
mental to  the  happiness  of  both  People. 

The  ruling  Powers  of  IMexico  have  in  their  wisdom  decided  that 
such  a  termination  of  the  question  could  not  be  listened  to,  but 
that  Mexico  should  preserve  her  Territory  unimpaired,  at  the  hazard 
of  immediate  invasion.  I  have  only  to  express  my  deep  regret 
at  her  determination,  and  to  add  that  as  Texas  has  tendered  her 
offering  in  good  faith,  so  she  must  meet  the  alternative  with  all 
the  eneregies  the  God  of  Nature  has  endowed  her  with. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 
most  Obt  Svt 
Bernard   E.   Bee 


"Copy.     In  no.  1255. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Papers  op  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  583 

No.  1289 

1839  May  22,  J0[H1N  S.  EVANS,  GALVESTON,   [TEXAS],  TO 

M[IRABEAU]  B[UONAPARTE]  LAMAR, 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

Commendation  of  J.  W.  Parker.     A.  L.  S.  1  p. 

No.  1290 

1839  May  22,  B.  E.  BEE,  [VERA  CRUZ,  MEXICO],  TO  [R.] 
PAKENHAM,  [MEXICO  CITY,  MEXICO]«« 

22d.  May 
To  the  Hon :  :Mr  Pakenham 
Sir, 

I  have  already  intruded  upon  you — -permit  me  agrain 
to  do  so  in  behalf  of  Dr  Muldoon,  who  has  most  unwittingrly  I  fear 
been  imprisoned  for  having  accompanied  me  to  this  country.  This 
gentleman  visited  Texas  under  a  pass-port  of  General  Santa  Anna, 
as  we  understood,  on  his  private  affairs.  Prior  to  his  arrest,  I 
had  been  commissioned  to  tender  the  Olive  branch  to  Mexico,  and 
as  was  very  natural  from  the  position  he  had  held  in  the  Palace,  he 
was  asked,  what  would  be  the  probable  issue  —  he  replied,  ''with 
political  questions  I  never  interfere,  nor  have  I  the  sli*?htest  in- 
fluence —  but  as  a  man  of  Peace  I  cannot  but  hope  a  happy  termi- 
nation to  Mr  Bee's  visit" —  or  words  to  this  effect  —  up  to  this^ 
moment  he  is  perfectly  ignorant  of  my  instructions  except  in  the 
most  general  sense,  nor  did  I  communicate  through  him  by  letter 
to  any  one  —  he  was  requested  to  present  my  compliments  to 
General  Santa  Anna  upon  his  arrival,  and  in  so  far  only  has  he 
offended. 

I  have  heard  with  great  pleasure  of  your  having  interfered  to 
procure  the  old  gentleman  comforts  —  and  cannot  but  hope  your 
exertions  will  be  extended  to  his  liberation. 

I  am  very  respectfully 
Yours 
Barnard  E.  Bee 

No.  1291 

1839  May  22,  B.  E.  BEE,  [VERA  CRUZ,  MEXICO],  TO  [J.  N.] 

ALMONTE" 

May  22d  1839. 
Colonel  Almonte, 
Mexico. 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  am  aware  how  delicately  suitated  General 
Santa  Anna  is  in  everything  respecting  Texas  —  at  the  time  of  my 

"Copy.     In  no.  1255. 
"Copy.     In  no.  1255. 
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appointment  Genl.  Bustamente  was  at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
and  my  mission  was  to  him.  On  my  arrival  at  Orleans  I  found 
General  Santa  Anna  was  ad  interim  President,  and  of  course  had  to 
proceed. 

I  was  on  the  point  of  writing  him  a  private  letter,  saying,  that 
if  my  visit  was  at  an  unpropitious  moment  I  w^uld  withdraw,  and 
await  either  General  Bustamente 's  return,  or  General  Santa  Anna's 
firm  seat  in  the  chair  —  but  our  Papers  have  no  secrets  you  know, 
and  I  felt  bound  to  proceed  —  not  that  there  was  any  real  objec- 
tion in  at  once  approaching  Santa  Anna,  but  I  felt  that  any  step 
he  took  towards  Texas  would  be  looked  upon  with  a  suspicious  eye, 
tho'  you  know  as  well  as  I  do,  that  he  is  entirely  untrammelled. 
Texas,  in  releasing  General  Santa  Anna,  was  governed  alike  by 
high  feeling,  and  political  wisdom  —  he  was  left  to  pursue  his 
own  sentiments,  we  not  doubting  they  would  naturally  lean  towards 
us  —  as  no  man  knows  so  well  the  utter  hopelessness  (except  at  a 
cost  infinitely  beyond  its  value)  of  attenpting  to  re-conquest  of 
that  country.  General  Santa  Anna  therefore  can  with  perfect 
propriety'  take  his  position  precisely,  as  tho'  General  Bustamente 
or  General  Victoria  were  in  the  chair;  but  I  am  sensible  that  his 
Enemies  may  make  a  different  interpretation,  as  General  Victoria 
has  this  day  told  me,  the  acknowledgment  of  Texas  is  utterly  out 
of  the  question,  even  tho'  England,  France  and  Spain  were  to 
intCi  cede.  It  would  be  worse  than  useless  for  me  to  open  my  views 
to  General  Victoria,  as  anything  short  of  a  definite  boundary 
between  us  would  be  alike  profitless  and  unwise.  I  do  not  hesitate 
in  saying  to  you  however,  to  attain  this  we  would  most  cheerfully 
make  Mexico  ample  compensation,  and  enter  into  a  peace  not  likely 
to  be  interrupted,  for  our  interests,  religion  and  habits  are  so 
-variant,  that  there  could  be  no  cause  for  collision.  I  need  not 
ask  of  what  earthly  use  would  Texas  be  to  Mexico,  occupied  by 
Indians  until  the  Americans  were  admitted  —  she  afforded  no 
revenue,  and  from  that  time  to  this  has  only  been  a  source  of 
annoyance  and  expense,  restored  to  you  to-morrow  you  would  never 
occupy  it,  for  you  have  more  land  than  your  People  want  and  of 
better  soil  and  a  more  heavenly  climate.  It  would  seem  then  that 
it  would  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to  dispose  of  it  ■ —  who  would  pur- 
chase? not  England,  for  it  is  valuless  except  as  a  Slave  country — 
not  the  United  States,  for  she  would  not  accept  it  when  tendered — 
why  not  then  let  wis,  who  are  in  possession,  and  who  to  dispossess 
would  cost  j^ou  countless  treasures  and  rivers  of  blood  —  why  not 
I  ask  let  us  enjoy  it  — f  who  are  willing  to  compensate  you  and  be 
on  terms  the  most  conciliatory  with  a  people  against  whom  as  such 
we  have  not  an  unkind  sentiment  —  but  I  am  addressing  an 
Individual,  and  not  a  member  of  the  Government. 

I  am  aware  my  visit  to  your  shores  perhaps  ought  to  have  been 
preceded  by  some  intimation  to  your  government  of  our  views.  We 
had  at  one  time  thought  of  approaching  you  through  the  medium  of 
the  United  States,  but  we  knew  not  your  relations  with  that  govern- 
ment ,  and  the  President  with  the  frankness  peculiar  to  him,  said 
**we  will  at  once  tender  the  Olive  branch  to  the  mother  country. 
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and  if  it  is  rejected,  we  will  at  least  have  had  the  satisfaction  of 
evincing  our  desire  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities." 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Ramon  Mezes,  who  was  attached  to 
General  Santa  Anna,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  has  remained  with  Col : 
Sherman  until  he  heard  I  was  to  visit  Mexico  —  he  is  a  youth  of 
excellent  character,  and  I  particularly  recommend  him  to  your 
care  and  through  you  to  President  Santa  Anna. 

The  mail  of  today  brings  us  intelligence  that  the  Padre  is  in 
Prison  —  this  is  a  great  hardship  —  he  had  no  more  to  do  with 
my  coming  to  Vera  Cruz,  than  Queen  Victoria  —  it  was  decided  upon 
before  his  visit  to  Texas,  and  upon  being  asked  as  to  the  probable 
result,  said,  '*he  had  no  possible  influence  upon  political  questions  — 
that  as  a  man  of  peace  and  as  Padre  to  the  Palace  he  hoped  his 
children  of  Texas  would  be  listened  to'' —  for  heaven's  sake  inter- 
fere in  his  behalf   . 

I  am  &c 
Barnard  E.  Bee 

No.  1292 

1839  May  23,  S.  HEWES  TO  [M.  B.  LAMAR,  HOUSTON] 

City  of  Aransas        *" 
May  23rd.  1839 
To 
His 

Excellency 

The  President 
Sir 
By  recent  intelligence  from  Jose  Maria  Mouskes 
and  Gomez  Del  ores,  two  respectable  Mexicans  from  the  Rio  Grande, 
who  report  that  on  their  way  to  this  place  and  west  of  the  Nueces 
River  at  a  place  called  the  high  timbers,  they  discovered  nine  Dead 
Mexicans  (one  a  female)  who  had  been  murdered  by  the  Lapan 
tribe  of  Indians,  I  am  very  credibly  informed  the  horses  belonging 
to  the  Mexicans  may  be  seen  in-the  Lapan  Camp  —  Many  families 
are  desirous  to  leave  th>e  Rio  Grande  and  settle  in  this  western 
Country,  but  are  prevented  through  fear  of  Indian  hostilities^  no 
faith  or  dependance  I  am  fully  satisfied  can  be  placed  in  Castro, 
the  Dapan  Chief,  and  the  only  Method  to  keep  them  within  proper 
bounds  is  by  an  armed  force,  and  I  would  most  respectfully  recom- 
ment  that  one  or  more  companies  of  Mounted  men  be  stationed  on  or 
near  the  Nueces  River  as  early  as  practicable  it  will  protect  the 
mexican  trade,  and  give  confidence  and  security  to  the  western 
inhabitants,  and  they  loudly  call  for  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Very  Respectfully 
Your  Excellencys 

obt  svt 
Samuel  Hewes 
[rubric] 
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[Endorsed] 
Secretary  of  State         Collector 
Authority  has  been 
given  to  apt. 

Plummer  to  raise  ^ 

two  mounted  companies 
of  Regulars  for  that 
district 

Sam  Hewes 

May  23.  1839 
No.  1293 

1839  May  23,  C.  J.  HEDENBERG  AND  OTHERS  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR, 

[HOUSTON] 

To  His  Excellency 

Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 

The  undersigned  Jurors  of  the  pannel  in  the  case  of 
the  Republic  against  Pamelia  Mann  respectfully  represent  to  Your 
Excellency  that  they  yesterday  found  the  defendant  guilty  of 
Forgery,  and  delivered  their  verdict  accordingly  to  the  Honble. 
the  District  Court  now  in  session  in  this  City.  That  this  verdict 
was  assented  to,  however  with  the  understanding  that  the  accused 
should  be  recommended  to  the  mercy  of  the  Court  and  Your  Excel- 
lency. 

That  considering  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  accused,  being 
a  female,  a  mother,  and  a  widow,  and  an  old  settler  of  the  Country; 
and  more  especially  seeing  that  the  punishment  of  Forgery  is 
Capital,  and  therefore  in  the  estimation  of  the  Jury,  severe  and 
bordering  upon  vindictive  justice. 

They  beg  leave  respeetfuUy  to  recommend  to  Your  Excellency, 
the  accused  as  a  fit  subject  for  the  Executive  clemency,  and  pray 
that  she  may  be  pardoned  for  her  offence.  Dated  at  Houston  May 
23rd.  1839. 

Chas  J  Hedenberg 

[rubric]  Foreman 
J:.G:  Welschmeyers 

[rubric] 
Ro  Wilson 
[rubric] 
John  Edmondson 
James  Patterson 
Sterling.  N.  Dobie 
John  M  Hooper 
John  F  Pool 
Charles  Mason 

[rubric] 
John.  L.  Nickelson 
Edmund  Osbom 

[rubric] 
Joseph  Daniels 
[rubric] 
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[Endorsed] 
Petition  for  relief 
of  Mrs  Mann 
June  1839 

No.  1294 

1839  May  23,  E.  WALLER  TO  M.  B.  LAMAR,  [HOUSTON] «« 

City  of  Austin,  May  23d.  1839 
His  Excellenoy  M.  B.  Lamar 
Dear   Sir 

I  received  your  favour  per  Mr.  Pilie. 
Your  instructionns  shall  be  attended  to.  I  do  not  at  all  fear  a 
scarcity  of  hands.  The  timber  for  your  house  is  getting  out; 
please  inform  me  what  position  it  would  best  please  you  to  have 
it  placed  in ;  a  central  one  or  one  more  retired. 

Timber  suitable  for  building  purposes  is  scarce  upon  the  town 
tract,  but  I  am  quite  sanguine  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  procure 
a  sufficiency  for  our  purposes. 

I  think  it  w^ould  be  desirable  to  procure  printed  Title  Bonds 
and  notes  and  have  them  in  readiness  for  the  sales,  such  a  measure 
being  likely  to  afford  a  saving  of  time  and  expense  at  a  time  when 
there  will  be  a  press  of  business. 

The  Senatorial  candidates  from  this  district  are  Messrs  Lester 
&  Billingsley.     The  former  will  I  think  be  elected. 

The  people  throughout  this  section  seem  to  be  right.  I  was 
highly  pleased  today  with  a  remark  made  by  Mr  Barton  one  of  our 
oldest  citizens  and  for  a  long  time  the  frontier  man.  These  w^ere 
his  words —  **D — m  the  people  of  Houston  and  Galveston,  although 
they  are  the  Presidents  enemies  the  people  of  the  Colorado,  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  country  are  his  friends. 

I  have  lost  but  two  days  since  I  arrived  at  this  place  which  were 
employed  in  pursuing  a  party  of  Mexicans  who  were  encroaching 
upon  us  and  w^ho  were  overtaken  and  beaten  by  Capt.  Andrews' 
Company.  This  trip  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  seeing  some  of 
the  country  beyond  the  mountains  which  although  a  fine  country  is 
not  equal  to  that  on  this  side  which  is  truly  beautiful  country —  one 
where  the  admirer  of  the  beauties  of  nature  can  find  that  which  wnll 
highly  please  him  in  the  scenery  he  meets  with;  and  where  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  will  find  that  more  substantial  quality  which 
pleases  him,  a  soil  rich  as  he  could  desire.  As  w^e  approached  this 
section  that  which  a  few  hours  before  we  called  beautiful  we  found 
to  be  surpassed  by  that  before  us,  and  so  on  each  successive  day 
until  we  arrived  at  our  destination.  An  agreeable  admixture  of 
hilly  and  prairie  land  in  just  the  proper  proportion  to  please  the  eye 
and  answer  the  purposes  of  the  farmer  together  with  a  rich  soil  render 
the  country  a  most  desirable  one.  Numerous  clear  running  streams 
intersect  the  country  at  short  distances  affording  an  abundant  supply 
of  pure  water. 

This   location   is   a   most   eligible   one   in   many   respects.     The 

"L.  S.  (by  proxy). 
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river  bank  is  bluff,  from  whence  a  level  prairie  affording  excellent 
ground  for  building  lots  extends  back  about  two  thirds  of  a  mile 
where  it  rises  into  hills,  most  of  them  covered  with  timber,  which 
offer  desirable  situations  for  the  public  buildings,  private  residences 
&c.  The  nature  of  the  ground  being  such  has  rendered  necessary  in 
order  to  place  the  capitol  and  public  buildings  upon  the  higrh 
ground,  a  slight  change  in  the  plan  of  the  city,  placing  the  public 
square  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  instead  of  the  centre  of  the  city.  Two 
beautiful  streams  of  clear  water  empty  into  the  river  at  this  place 
both  of  which  will  be  included  within  the  limits  of  the  lots  now  to 
be  laid  off.  The  water  from  these  streams  can  be  brought  over  the 
hills  before  mentioned  and  thus  be  made  to  water  all  parts  of  the 
city. 

The  soil  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  prevent  its  ever  becoming  muddy 
even  after  the  heaviest  rains  and  at  the  same  time  sufficiently  rich 
for  making  excellent  gardens. 

I  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  see  a  called  Session  of  Congress 
inasmuch  as  if  Congress  but  meets  next  session  at  this  place,  I 
am  confident  this  location  will  remain  permanent  and  another  re- 
moval not  be  desired. 

Hoping  soon  to  hear  from  you  again  I  remain 

Respy  &  Truly 
Your  Friend 
Edwin  Waller 

[Endorsed] 
E.  Waller 
May  23.  '39 

No.  1295 

1839  May  24,  C.  GUILLOT,   [LOUISIANA],  TO   [M.  B.  LAMAR, 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS] 

His  Excellency 

After  living  in  Mexico  for  thirteen  years,  I  have  been  forced  to 
leave  it,  having  been  robbed  of  my  possessions,  which  were  boujrht 
from  the  IVIexicans  and  paid  for  in  cash.  In  that  country  I  was 
engaged  in  agriculture  and  distillation.  I  do  not  ever  wish  to 
return  to  that  country  of  filth.  My  only  desire  is  to  become  a 
part  of  the  Texan  nation. 

Ruined  by  the  theft  of  my  property,  my  resources  are  so  small  at 
present  that  I  ask  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  grant  free  passage 
to  me  and  to  my  wife. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  known  to  Mr.  Lorenzo  Zavalla.  If  he  is 
still  among  you,  I  should  like  to  ask  him  to  aid  my  request.  He  can 
also  inform  you  of  a  project  for  the  emancipation  of  Texas,  which 
I  presented  to  him  twelve  years  ago.  As  soon  as  I  see  you  I  should 
like  to  inform  you  of  a  project  for  the  sale  of  lands  which  would 
bring  to  Texas  a  large  number  of  French  families,  who  would  come 
to  cultivate  your  hospitable  soil.     As  I  have  the  good  fortune  to 
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be  known  to  a  large  number  of  influential  persons  in  the  French 
government,  I  may  be  able  to  be  of  use  to  you  in  more  than  one 
respect.  My  acquaintances  and  the  connections  which  I  have  had 
with  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  departments  of  Voges 
and  Meurthe,  which  are  two  of  the  largest  agricultural  departments 
of  Prance,  will  also  place  me  in  a  position  to  assist  that  enterprise. 
Mr.  Zavalla,  the  son,  should  have  received  a  letter  from  me,  which  I 
wrote  to  his  father  eighteen  months  ago.  Perhaps  he  could  also  find 
in  his  father's  papers  the  project  of  emancipation  which  I  addressed 
to  him  twelve  years  ago. 

If  you  should  see  fit  to  favor  me  by  granting  the  request  which  I 
have  made,  I  would  hold  you  in  lasting  rememberance. 
If  you  desire  to  honor  me  with  a   reply,  my  address  is  Charles 
Guillot,  farmer —  Rue  des  Urselines  No.  83  New  Orleans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  most  profound 

respect,  your  very 
humble  servant 

Guillot 

[rubric] 

New  Orleans  May  24,  1839. 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

To  His  Excellency  Mons.  Guilotte 

the  President  of  the  N  Orleans  May  1839 
Texan  Republic 

No.  1296 

1839  Maxj  25,  W.  BRYAN  TO  M.   [B.]   LAIMAR 

New  Orleans  25th.  May  1839. 
Dear  Sir 

Your  much  esteemed  favor  of  the  8th.  inst  is  duly  at  hand 
and  the  inclosure  for  Col  Bee,  according  to  your  request  I  have 
handed  to  Mr  Hanuneken  who  has  since  forwarded  the  same  to  the 
Colonel  —  ^Ir  Hammeken  is  yet  in  this  City  being  detained  for 
the  want  of  funds  —  Report  says  that  Genl.  Ilamilton  has  sailed  for 
Europe  but  for  want  of  direct  information  I  cannot  announce  the 
same  as  official. 

There  is  in  this  City  a  great  many  spurious  land  Certificates  daily 
offering  for  sale,  which  are  frequently  handed  to  me  to  give  my 
opinion  as  to  the  genuiness  of  the  signatures  in  my  official  capacity 
when  my  opinion  is  asked,  when  I  have  the  least  doubt  I  of  course 
give  my  opinion  accordingly,  by  which  means  it  appears  I  have 
given  great  offense  to  the  parties  selling  —  A  few  days  since 
some  Spanish  Titles  were  left  at  the  office  for  my  perusal,  I  handed 
them  to  Captn.  Henry  Austin  for  his  opinion,  and  after  examination 
he  pronounced  them  as  not  being  in  form  with  the  accordance  of 
the  present  laws  of  the  Republic,  I  accordingly  handed  the  Title 
deeds  back  to  the  parties  with  Captn  Henry  Austins  opinion,  which 
has  given  great  offence,  probably  complaints  may  be  made  against 
me  for  so  doing 
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The  fine  new  Steam  Boat  Neptune  has  been  purchased  for  the 
Texas  Trade,  and  is  shortly  expected  in  this  City,  she  will  be  a 
great  addition  to  the  line  of  packets  between  this  and  Galveston, 
and  is  pronounced  to  be  one  of  the  finest  boats  in  the  United 
States  —  The  coming  season  there  will  be  an  immense  immigration 
from  the  Western  and  Middle  States,  information  respecting  Texas 
is  much  sought  for  in  these  States,  the  principal  emigration  will 
be  among  the  Farmers  and  Planters,  which  will  be  a  great  acquisi- 
tion to  the  Country 

Mo:  oby 

Your  ob :  servt 
Wm  Bryan 
To  His  Ex 

M.  B.  Lamar 

President  of  Texas 
Houston 

[Addressed]  [Endorsed] 

His  Ex :  Wm.  Bryan 

M.  B.  Lamar  N.  0.  25  May  1839 


President  of  Texas  Official 

Houston 


*Cuba" 


No.  1297 


1839  May  26,  M.  B.  LAMAR  TO  COLONEL  BOWL  AND  OTHER 
HEAD  MEN,   [CHEROKEE  NATION] «» 

A  Letter 

to 

Bowles,  the  principal  Chief  of  the  Cherokees 

and  other  Head-men  of  that  tribe. 

May  26th.  1839. 

« 
To  Col.  Bowles,  and  other 

Head  men  of  the  Cherokees: 

I  have  learned  with  much  surprise,  that  yon 
have  ordered  i\ra.ior  Waters  from  the  great  Saline.  In  this,  you 
have  committed  an  error.  That  officer  was  acting  under  the  au- 
thority and  orders  of  this  Government,  and  any  attempt  on  your 
part,  either  by  force  or  threats,  to  impede  the  execution  of  his 
duty,  cannot  be  regarded  by  the  Executive  in  any  other  light  than 
as  an  outrage  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  Nation. 

You  and  your  People  have  been  deceived  by  evil  counsellors. 
The  forked  tonirue  of  the  Mexicans  has  beguiled  you;  and  you  are 
running  into  dangerous  paths,  contrived  by  the  enemies  of  Texas, 
for  our  injury  and  your  ruin.     Be  wise  then  in  season.     Abandon 

•^Ccpy.  In  no.  361.  Another  copy  is  in  the  Texas  Archives,  "Indian  Affairs." 
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your  wicked  and  impotent  advisers,  and  listen  to  the  voice  of  reason 
and  of  power. 

You  assume  to  be  acting  under  a  treaty®^  negotiated  at  your 
village,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  1836,  with  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Provisional  Government.  No  doubt  there  are  those 
who  would  lead  you  to  believe,  that  by  virtue  of  that  Treaty,  you 
have  a  right  to  maintain,  within  the  limits  of  this  Republic,  an 
independent  Government,  bearing  no  responsibility  to  us,  as  though 
we  were  a  Foreign  Nation.  Be  not  deceived  by  this.  For  you  may 
rest  assured,  that  such  counsels  are  falacious  and  deceitful;  and 
if  you  and  your  People  shall  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  guided  by 
them,  you  will  be  led  into  inextricable  diffieulties  and  final  destruc- 
tion. The  people  of  Texas  have  acquired  their  sovereignty  by 
many  rightful  and  glorious  achievements,  and  they  will  exercise 
it  without  division  or  community  with  any  other  People.  They  can 
recognize  no  alien  political  power  within  their  borders;  and  you 
and  your  tribe,  having  no  legitimate  rights  of  soil  or  sovereignty 
in  this  country,  can  never  be  permitted  to  exercise  a  conflicting 
authority. 

The  Treaty  alluded  to,  was  a  nullity  when  made  —  is  inoperative 
now; —  has  never  been  sanctioned  by  this  Government,  and  never 
will  be.  It  is,  therefore,  vain  for  you  to  build  any  hopes  upon  it. 
Such  hopes  will  only  terminate  in  disappointment  and  despair. 
Even  if  this  Government  were  for  a  moment  to  admit  that  Treaty  to 
possess  and  sanctify  or  to  convey  any  obligation  on  the  part  of 
Texas  your  people  have  defiled  it  by  robbery  and  murder  and  have 
forfeited  all  claims  which  might  accrue  under  it,  by  leaguing  with 
other  Indians  and  Mexicans  against  our  peace  and  safety.  You  and 
your  people  have  held  repeated  correspondence  with  our  enemies; 
have  received  and  cherished  their  emmissaries  among  you;  and  have 
entered  into  belligerent  compacts  with  them ;  and  have  given  coun- 
tenance to  an  insurrection  raised  in  your  own  vicinity  by  Mexicans 
who  have  been  incorporated  into  our  national  family,  and  were 
enjoying  all  the  benefits  and  privilege-s  of  citizenship.  These  things* 
you  know,  and  you  know,  too,  that  they  are  destructive  of  every 
obligation  which  the  treaty  can  be  supposed  to  impart. 

In  view  of  this  discrepancy  between  your  declarations  and  your 
conduct,  how  can  this  Government  regard  you  in  any  other  light 
than  as  a  secret  enemy  or  suspicious  friend.  Professing  friend- 
ship yet  in  constant  collusion  with  our  foes,  you  cry  peace,  peace, 
when  every  action  betrays  a  secret  disposition  to  hostility.  Your 
village  has  been  the  chief  point  where  our  enemies  have  met  to 
concert  their  plans  and  we  believe  that  it  has  been  partly  through 
your  tribe,  that  other  Indians  with  whom  we  are  at  war,  have 
received  their  ammunition  and  supplies.  Neither  is  this  Govern- 
ment ignorant  of  the  fact  that  a  secret  under  standing  has  existed 
between  you  anA  the  traitor  Cordova,  whose  return  from  the  Rio 
Grande  and  co-operation  is  expected  by  you.  He  is  our  open  enemy 
and  known  to  be  your  confidential  f  [rjiend  and  counsellor.     Under 

•*A  copy  of  this  treaty,  dated  Feb.  23,  1836,  is  in  the  Texas  Archives,  ''Indian 
Affairs." 
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such  circumstances  a  military  post  was  ordered  to  be  established 
at  the  Saline  with  no  intention  of  interrupting  your  people  in 
their  enjoyment  of  their  possessions  or  any  of  their  riprhts,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  guarding  more  effectually  against  the  incursions 
of  the  hostile  tribes  and  to  prevent  their  making  your  settlement 
the  Head  Quarters  for  conspiracy,  and  a  place  of  refuge  in  danger. 
A  measure  so  essential  to  our  safety,  and  in  nowise  involving, 
yours,  could  not  reasonably  be  objected  to  by  you,  if  your  designs 
were  as  pacific  as  your  professions.  But  the  fact  that  you  are 
unwilling  for  Major  Waters  to  occupy  a  point  which  you  know 
to  be  all  important  to  the  protection  of  a  large  portion  of  our 
exposed  population,  as  well  as  the  threatening  and  dictatorial 
language  with  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  order  him  off 
makes  it  more  necessary  that  he  should  not  abandon  it.  I  have 
accordingly  ordered  him  back  to  the  Saline  and,  in  doing  this, 
it  becomes  proper  that  the  relations  which  are  to  subsist  between 
the  cherokees  and  this  Government,  should  be  distinctly  understood. 

Permit  me  then,  as  one  who  never  deceived  the  redman,  to  advise 
the  Cherokees  to  abandon  all  idea  of  war,  to  remain  at  home  in 
peace,  cultivate  their  farms,  renounce  all  connection  with  our  enemies 
and  shew  by  their  conduct  as  well  as  by  their  words,  that  they 
are  sincere  in  their  professions  of  friendship.  Let  them  do  this; 
and  await  the  next  meeting  of  our  Congress,  and  the  President 
will  take  pleasure  in  recommending  to  that  honorable  body  to 
take  t^eir  peculiar  situation  into  consideration  and  to  adopt  towards 
them  a  policy,  which  shall  be  so  liberal  in  its  character  as  to 
satisfy  every  reasonable  mind,  and  lead  to. a  permanent  friendship 
between  the  two  parties.  The  President  will  do  this  because  he 
is  the  friend  of  peace,  justice  and  humanity;  and  if  the  Cherokees 
will  act  right  on  their  part,  he  has  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  the 
Congress  will  do  for  them  whatever  duty  and  honor  shall  require. 

Certainly  this  is  a  far  better  course  to  pursue  than  the  opposite 
,one,  of  contending  for  what  this  Government  will  never  concede, 
and,  which  you  never  can  obtain  by  force;  or  if  obtained  would 
only  tend  to  increase  your  difficulty.  For  if  we  were  to  give  you  all 
you  ask,  if  this  Government  were  to  acknowledge  you  as  free, 
sovereign  and  independent  power  to  the  fullest  extent,  your  con- 
dition would  not  be  the  least  improved  by  it.  You  could  not  live 
in  peace  with  our  people;  you  would  be  subject  to  perpetual  and 
unavoidable  annoyances^  and  you  would  have  finally  to  sell  out 
your  lands  and  leave  the  Country,  surrounded  as  you  soon  would 
be  by  a  strong  population,  and  daily  harrassed  bj^  bad  men,  ever 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  your  ignorance  and  weakness,  what 
security  would  you  have  for  any  of  your  rights ;  and  what  redress 
of  wrong?  There  would  be  none,  except  the  honor  of  this  Govern- 
ment. You  would  be  powerless  to  help  yourselvej  and  would  have 
to  rely  upon  the  magnanimity  of  Congress.  Then,  why  not  rely  on 
it  now?  Why  not  do  it  before  calamities  ensue?  Would  it  not  be 
wise  in  you  to  say  to  the  Government  of  Texas,  the  red  man  and  the 
white  man  cannot  dwell  together?  let  us  seperate,  not  in  wrath,  but 
in  friendship;  and,  on  those  sacred  principles  of  generosity  and 
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and   [sic]   virtue  which  the  great  Father  of   nations    will    approve 
and  prosper. 

I  therefore,  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
Republic,  to  tell  you,  in  the  plain  language  of  sincerity,  that  the 
Cherokees  will  never  be  permitted  to  establish  a  permanent  and 
independent  jurisdiction  within  the  inhabited  limits  of  this  Govern- 
ment; that  the  political  and  fee-simple  claims,  which  they  set  up 
to  our  territory  now  occupied  by  them,  will  never  be  allowed,  and 
that  they  are  permitted,  at  present,  to  remain  where  they  are,  only 
because  this  Government  is  looking  forward  to  the  time,  when 
some  peacible  arrangements  can  be  made  for  their  removal,  without 
the  necessity  of  shedding  blood,  but  that  their  final  removal  is  con- 
templated, is  certain;  and  that  it  will  be  affected,  is  equally  so. 
Whether  it  be  done  by  friendly  negociation,  or  by  the  violence  of 
war,  must  depend  upon  the  Cherokees  themselves.  If  they  remain 
at  home  quietly  and  inoffensively,  without  murdering  our  people, 
stealing  their  property,  or  giving  succor  and  protection  to  our 
enemies,  they  will  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  undisturbed  enjoy- 
ment of  their  present  possessions  until  Congress  shall  be  able  to 
make  some  final  arrangements,  satisfactory  to  both  parties  for  their 
return  to  their  own  tribe  beyond  the  Red  River.  But  if  listening 
to  the  suggestions  of  bad  men  equally  the  enemies  of  the  red  man 
and  the  white,  they  shall  persue  such  a  course  of  conduct  as  to 
put  in  jeopardy  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens,  or  to  destroy 
that  sense  of  security  essential  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  our  frontier,  the  inevitable  consequence  will  be  a  prompt  and 
sanguinary  w^ar,  which  can  terminate  only  in  their  destruction  or 
expulsion. 

This  language  may  sound  harshly  to  a  people  who  have  been  so 
seldom  spoken  to  in  the  spirit  of  frankness  and  candour.  But^ 
however  disagreeable  it  may  be  to  hear  the  truth,  it  is  always 
better  that  it  should  be  known,  and  it  is  now  spoken  from  no 
unkindness  to  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  If  the  Executive 
were  capable  of  dissembling,  he  might  use  language  far  more 
flattering  and  pleasing.  He  could  amuse  you  with  pledges  which 
would  never  be  fulfilled,  and,  with  his  unauthorized  promises  secure 
your  confidence  and  friendship  until  he  should  choose  to  apply 
coercion  in  the  place  of  argument.  But,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Government,  no  crisis  can  arise,  which  would  justify  the  employment 
of  hypocrisy  and  dissimulation ;  and  he  is  mlich  more  your  friend^ 
and  worthy  to  be  listened  to,  who,  knowing  your  destiny,  tells  you 
what  you  may  expect  and  be  prepared  to  encounter,  than  him  who 
would  excite  expectations  which  must  meet  with  disappointment, 
and  encourage  the  indulgenee  of  passions  which  can  only  lead  to 
disaster. 

This  language  will  now  be  duly  appreciated  and  properly  re- 
sponded to,  and  I  would  advise  you  to  adopt  it  before  the  patience 
of  this  Government  shall  have  become  exhausted  by  repeated  in- 
juries. A  few  more  wrongs  from  the  Cherokees  will  loose  to  them 
all  the  advantages  which  it  is  now  in  their  power  to  reap  from  the 
present  amicable  disposition  of  this  Government ;  and  that  clemency 
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to  which  they  will  ultimately  have  to  appeal  will  be  forced  to  give 
way  to  the  stem  principles  of  vindictive  justice.  Your  destiny 
is  involved  in  the  rejection  or  adoption  of  this  counsel  If  you 
listen  to  the  voice  of  reason,  you  may  become  a  prosperous  and 
happy  nation ;  but  if  you  follow  the  dictates^  of  improper  passions, 
your  ruin  is  inevitable.  This  Government  has  no  desire  to  wronf? 
the  Indian,  or  to  shed  his  blood;  but  it  will  not  hesitate  to  adopt 
the  most  vigorous  and  decisive  measure  for  the  defence  of  .ts 
rights  and  the  protection  of  its  people. 

Your  Friend 
Houston  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar 

May  26th  1839. 

No.  1298 

1839  May  26,  B.  E.  BEE  TO   [G.]   VICTORIA,    [VERA  CRUZ]»^ 

Vera  Cruz,  May  26th.  1839. 
General  Victoria 
Sir, 
I  leave  this  country  with  great  regret  at  not  having 
been  received  by  the  Mexican  Government  in  the  character  of  Com- 
missioner of  Texas,  and  in  the  temper  in  which  I  was  sent. 

To  you,  Sir,  however  an  expression  of  gratitude  is  due  for  the 
frankness  with  which  I  have  been  treated  —  and  I  should  be  doing 
manifest  injustice  were  I  not  to  make  known  the  liberal  and  benev- 
olent sentiments  which  have  characterizd  your  personal  inter- 
course with  me. 

You  tell  me  the  preservation  of  National  honor,  impartial  justice 
and  the  diffusion  of  happiness  to  her  People  are  the  governing 
principles  of  Mexico  —  if  such  are  the  feelings  of  her  Rulers,  the 
door  to  reconciliation  with  Texas,  I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  is 
still  open. 

I  am  with  great  respect 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obt  Svt 
Barnard  E.  Bee 

No.  1299 

1839  May  26,  B.  E.  BEE  TO  [G.]  VICTORIA,  [VERA  CRUZ, 

MEXICO]  «2 

Vera  Cruz,  May  26th,  1839. 
Colonel  Almonte, 

Mexico. 
Dear  Sir, 

Aware  that  the  bare  discussion  of  the  subject 
in  your  chambers  would  engender  feelings  of  hostility,  I  deemed 

•HUopy.    In  no.  1255.    Cf.  with  this  two  letters  from  Bee  printed  In  'SUet* 
Resfisier,  56,  pp.  242  and  259. 
•H^opy.     In  no.  1255. 
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success  very  dubious — ^but  I  relied  much  from  General  Santa  Anna 
being  in  power  —  on  the  glory  and  eclat  which  would  accompany 
his  recognition  of  the  claim  of  gratitude  towards  Texas,  by  exciting 
his  influence  to  establish  the  relations  of  peace  between  the  two 
countries.  I  counted  much  too  on  the  obvious  advantage  which 
would  accrue  to  Mexico  (harassed  as  she  has  been  by  civil  revolu- 
tions) from  having  a  definite  Treaty  boundary  established  —  con- 
secrated as  it  would  be  by  a  lasting  Peace  —  without  this  the  spirit 
of  adventure  to  say  the  least  will  keep  your  country  in  perpetual 
agitation  —  and  frequent  predatory  enterprises  will  be  made  on 
your  territory.  You  know  how  constantly  I  have  been  devoted  to 
conciliatory  measures  —  how  untiring  I  was  in  effecting  the  journey 
to  Washington,  and  cannot  doubt  how  ready  I  was  at  every  hazard 
to  undertake  this  Mission.*  Actuated  by  the  same  impulse,  and  be- 
lieving that  this  vexed  question  has  only  to  be  discussed  to  be 
adjusted,  it  has  occurred  to  me  to  suggest  that  you  (as  Commissioner 
for  Mexico)  should  secret ely  or  otherwise,  meet  me  at  Washington 
on  the  1st.  July,  where  aided  as  we  would  be  by  Mr.  Martinez  &  Mr 
Fox,  who  have  both  I  know  been  written  to  in  the  strongest  terms 
of  a  very  influential  house  in  New  Orleans,  I  have  no  doubt  success 
will  await  us. 

Belying  upon  your  patriotism  and  fine  understanding  as  well 
as  the  regard  mutually  existing  between  us    I  am  with  great  esteem 

Yours 
Barnard  E.  Bee  ,]'    ] 

General  Hamilton  of  So.  Ca.  my  personal  friend,  leaves  on  the 
1st.  June  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  Loan  for  Texas  — 
backed  as  he  will  be  (confidentially)  by  the  U.  S.  Bank,  he  will 
doubtless  succeed  —  how  much  better  that  a  part  of  this  loan 
should  be  appropriated  to  a  boundary  line,  than  to  the  purchasing 
of  Munitions  of  War. 

I  am  &c 

B.  E.  B. 

No.  1300 

1839  May  27,  B.  GOOCH  TO  M,  B.  LAMAR 

Republic  of  Texas    County  of  R.  River 
}  May  27th.  1839.  — 

To  his  Excellency  M.  B.  Lamarj 

Sir. 
Mr.  Farley  an  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment having  visited  this  Land  office  department  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  information  relative  to  frauds  practiced  upon  the  Board 
of  Land  Commissioners,  in  obtaining  Certificates,  Through  him  I 
am  informed  that  the  most  Common  Construction  of  the  Law  and 
the  method  mostly  practiced  by  the  different  Clerks  of  the  Land 
offices,  are  a  full  presentment  on  the  face  of  the  records  of  the 
evidence  of  the  several  Witnesses  on  their  examination  before  the 
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Board,  as  well  as  what  the  law  specially  names  shall  be  recorded 
towit  the  name  of  the  applicant,  The  date  of  his  or  her  emigration, 
the  amount  of  Land  [grant] ed,  and  the  name  of  the  Witnesses, 
This  being  Specially  named  in  the  law,  and  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners having  been  appointed  by  Congress  and  sworn  to  adjudicate 
the  Claims  according  to  law  and  not  anticipating  another  Tribunal 
to  investigate  their  adjudication,  The  propriety  therefore,  of  writ- 
ing down  the  Testimony  of  ever  witness  was  not  suggested  to  my 
mind,  nor  neither  has  it  ever  been  suggested  to  me  by  any  person 
who  have  examined  my  records  before,  of  which  there  hath  been 
many,  even  attorneys,  and  men  of  service  and  experience,  At  the 
opening  of  the  office,  knowing  myself  fallable,  and  not  having  had 
the  experience  of  many  other  men,  and  wishing  no  Injustice  or  in- 
convenience to  accrue  to  the  Government  or  to  the  Citizens  who 
might  be  concerned  with  my  official  business,  I  Therefore  colected 
for  a  Duputy,  Judge  Tarrant  the  Chief  Justice  of  Red  river  County, 
who  was  not  only  a  Counsellor  at  law,  but  an  old  experienced  Clerk  of 
the  Court,  and  the  president  of  the  Board  likewise  being  a  coun- 
sellor at  law  and  quite  an  efficient  man  of  business,  Consiquently, 
m  the  midst  of  such  Counsel  it  was  reasonable  to  supose  that  the 
Government  and  the  people  would  have  justice  administered,  But 
should  a  deficientcy  of  my  record  prove  prejudicial  to  the  Gov- 
ernment or  the  Citizens,  I  shall  be  truely  mortified,  but  Sir,  I  am 
sensible  that  were  you  acquainted  with  the  evidence  on  which  every 
grant  of  land  have  been  Tested  before  this  Board  you  would  not 
conceive  that  those  frauds  (if  any)  could  be  detected  by  a  full  pre- 
sentment on  the  face  of  the  record  of  the  Testimony  as  stated  by 
the  witnesses.  There  hath  not  one  Certificate  Issued  from  this 
Board  on  the  deposition  of  Witnesses,  taken  before  a  Majistrate,  I 
l)elieve  in  a  few  cases  where  there  was  a  lack  of  the  proper  number 
of  Witnesses,  to  prove  the  Emigration  or  Continued  residence  of  an 
individual,  a  soldiers  discharge  or  some  other  official  document  was 
recieved  and  Considered  Satisfactory  as  a  part  of  [the]  evidence,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  say  that  there  has  been  no  frauds  practiced  upon 
this  Board  of  Commissioners.  I  believe  their  has  been  cases  of  that 
kind,  but  they  could  not  be  detected  through  a  presentment  on  the 
Docket  of  what  was  proven  by  the  Witnesses  before  the  Board,  But 
nevertheless.  If  a  presentment  of  all  the  Testimony  spread  upon  the 
Record  shoiuld  be  wanting  to  Justify  the  Government  in  patenting 
our  lands,  it  will  still  add  new  difficulties  and  distress  to  those  of 
the  Citizens  of  Red  River  County  whose  claims  on  the  Government 
have  been  Guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Republic,  and  who  to  sustain  the  Government  have  encountered 
many  serious  difficulties,  hardships  and  privations,  having  in  many 
instances  been  driven  from  their  homes,  having  to  abandon  the 
culture  of  the  soil,  the  onl}'  means  of  supporting  their  families,  and 
with  no  other  hope  to  bouey  up  their  spirits,  but  what  rested  on  the 
promises  of  the  Government,  they  have  fearlesly  sallied  forth  and 
with  untiring  vigilance  saught  the  retreat  of  the  foes  of  our  Coun- 
try in  the  savage  wilds,  far  West,  Thus  having  no  substantial  means 
of  support  and  their  little  stock  if  any  still  dwindling  to  chaos,  and 
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necessarily  contracting  debts  which  cannot  be  liquidated  With 
Government  paper  and  no  Solvent  Bank  notes  or  Metalic  Courrency 
in  Circulation  no  District  Courts  to  Govern  Capital  causes,  but 
minor  Courts  issuing  executions,  and  while  the  soldier  is  ranging  the 
frontiers  gruarding  the  Creditor  and  the  well  fed  officer,  the  last 
cow  and  hog  is  sold  which  was  left  as  the  last  resort  for  the  support 
of  his  wife  and  children,  under  such  an  unequal  opperation  of  law 
the  Citizens  of  this  Remote  Region  is  much  Complaining,  therefore 
for  speedy  relief  we  will  still  look  to  the  generous  M  B  L.  to  have  the 
line  run,  our  Lands  Patented  and  our  laws  in  equal  opperation  for 
which  under  deep  soliciture  of  soul  I  have  Thus  taken  the  liberty 
of  pre  [sen]  ting  to  Your  Excellency  this  Communication,  and  not 
having  been  in  the  habit  of  writing  or  speaking  on  public  occasions, 
and  making  no  pretentions  to  deep  Science  or  intuitive  intellect,  I  hope 
therefore,  that  Your  Excellency  will  duely  appreciate  my  motive 
and  pass  over  my  errors,  and  should  you  think  it  not  too  great, 
condescencion,  to  spend  a  few  moments  of  Your  leisure,  in  writing 
to  me  on  the  subject  of  our  Concern  as  above  stated  You  will  confer 
a  lasting  obligation,  on  a  friend  who  have  often  read  with  great 
interest  Your  letter  to  the  Cabinet  of  Texas  on  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  Sante  Anna  likewise  Your  Inaugural  Address  and 
message  to  Congress,  and  would  conceive  it  a  favor  and  would  read 
with  much  Interest  a  private  document  on  the  present  Occasion,  in 
conclusion,  permit  me  to  subscribe  myself.  With  high  Consideration 
Your  devoted  Friend  —  B.  Gooch 

[rubric] 

P.  S.  on  the  opening  of  the  Land  office  I  could  not  obtain  such 
books  in  Red  River  County  on  the  law  Required  for  Record  Books 
I  sent  about  60  miles  and  obtained  two  small  Blank  Books  and  the 
weather  being  intensly  cold  insomuch  that  the  Ink  would  Congeal 
into  ice  before  a  mans  name  could  be  writin,  consequintly  I  was 
under  the  necessity  of  abridging  my  records  which  on  examination 
presents  more  the  form  of  note  Books  than  formal  records  my  design 
was  so  soon  as  I  could  obtain  a  set  of  well  bound  Books  to  Trans- 
cribe them,  but  not  having  obtained  them  before  I  was  called  upon 
to  hand  my  Books  over  to  the  County  Clk  I  therefore  should  esteem 
both  the  expense  and  the  labor  as  a  blessing  Yet  to  have  the  privaledg 
of  transcribing  those  records  as  I  had  intended,  my  notes  taken 
before  the  Board  is  sufficiently  full  to  make  a  formal  Record  and 
if  I  could  be  granted  the  privaledge  I  would  not  be  ashamed  for 
my  Books  to  be  examined  by  your  Excellency,  Judge  Tarrant  and 
the  County  Court  Clerk  is  well  acquainted  with  most  of  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  former  Board  having  both  of  them  been  iraployd.  as 
assistants  occasionally  in  ray  office,  They  are  therefore  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  difficulties  under  which  I  have  labored  — 

May  Your  Public  and  Private  life  be  lengthy,  prosperous,  & 
Happy,  is  the  prayr  of  B.  0, 
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[Addrssed]  [Endorsed] 

Nacogdoches)  Free  B.  Gooche 

June  13th.)  Red  River  County 

To  his  Excellency  ^lirabeau  B.  Lamar  June  1839 


City  of  Houston  Respecting  Land  Claims 

Republic  of  Texas  &c 


No.  3301 

1839  May  28,  B.  E.  BEE  TO  [M.  E.]  GOROSTIZA,  [MEXICO, 

MEXICO]  •» 

French  Steam  Frigate  Phaeton 

Verd  Island,  May  28th.  1839. 

Don        Gorostiza, 
Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  note  of  the  17th. 
May  —  I  regret  I  could  not  have  been  permitted  to  open  my  views  to 
the  Government  —  it  was  vain  to  do  so  to  Genl.  Victoria  —  as  he 
had  but  one  idea  which  was  the  re-union  of  Texas  with  Mexico.  I 
am  indebted  to  his  Excellency  for  the  distinguished  kindness  with 
which  he  treated  me.  By  this  time  you  will  probably  have  received 
letters  from  your  Minister  at  Washington,  and  from  Mr  Fox  the 
Minister  of  Great  Britain  —  I  cannot  but  hope  these  will  have  an 
influence  I  feel  perfectly  aware  however  that  this  is  not  the  moment 
—  nor  is  Mexico  the  place,  for  me  to  open  my  views  —  permit  me 
respectfully  to  suggest  therefore,  that  a  gentleman  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  meet  me  at  Washington  City  —  when  in  conjunction  with 
Mr  Martinez  and  Mr  Fox  ,  I  have  no  doubt  such  an  understanding 
can  be  had  as  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  honor  and  welfare 
of  both  Countries.  I  need  not  dwell  upon  a  definite  Treaty  boundary 
consecrated  as  it  would  be  by  a  lasting  peace  — •  I  have  but  a 
moment  more  as  I  leave  to-day  in  the  French  Steamer  Phaeton  for 
the  Havana  —  this,  let  me  devote  to  assuring  General  Santa  Anna 
that  I  never  doubted  for  a  moment  that  his  individual  feeling  would 
be  devoted  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  this  question  tho'  I  am  very 
happy  to  be  confirmed  in  it  by  your  confidential  note. 

Be  good  enough  to  let  me  hear  from  you  through  the  House 
of  Lizardi,  New  Orleans — as  early  as  possible,  and  I  beg  you  to  be 
assured  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  am 

Your  most  Obt  Svt 
Barnard  E.  Bee 


•KlJopy.     In  no.  1255. 
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[1839  May  28],  B.  E.  BEE,  [FRENCH  FRIGATE  PHAETON, 

VERD  ISLAND],  TO  [R.]  PAKENHAM,  [MEXICO, 

MEXICO]  «* 

Mr  Pakenham 
Sir, 
Your  very  courteous  note  of  the  25th.  May  has 
just  been  handed  me.  I  was  apprehensive  that  this  was  not  the 
most  propitious  moment.  Genl.  Santa  Anna  is  too  recently  in  his 
seat  —  upon  so  delicate  a  question  as  Texas,  as  far  as  he  is  individ- 
ually concerned,  he  has  a  most  delicate  part  to  play  —  but  come 
when  it  may  he  ought  to  meet  it  firmly  —  he  was  inimitably  treated 
by  Texas  —  life  spared,  liberty  granted  and  a  foreign  Vessel  of 
War  to  land  him  on  his  shores. 

I  am  on  the  eve  of  departure  for  the  Havana.  I  rely  very  much 
upon  your  kindness  and  influence  I  am  induced  to  think  this  mail 
will  give  you  letters  from  Washington  —  pray  second  their  views. 

I  have  suggested  too,  to  prevent  excitement  of  feeling,  that  my 
views  should  be  opened  at  Washington  —  if  Col  Almonte  or  some 
other  gentleman  could  meet  me  there  in  July,  I  think  aided  as  we 
would  be  by  Mr  Martinez  and  Mr  Fox,  this  vexed  question  would  be 
settled  honorably  to  both  parties. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  great  esteem  and  pardon  the  trouble 
I  give  you 

I  am  Your  most  Obt  Svt 

Barnard  E.  Bee 


••Copy.    In  no.  1255. 
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